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WILLIAJU     CHILES     JKACREADY. 


High-Boiilcd,  and  in  the  law  of  duty  strong 
With  toil  to  climb  the  sleep  and  narrow  waya 
Which  upward  lead,  it  was  no  common  praise 
To  live  in  clear  sense  of  the  right  and  wrong 
Of  his  vocation,  and  his  life-time  long 
To  war  against  the  baseness  which  betrays 
The  causa  of  honest  excellence;  his  days 
Spent  in  devoted  study ;  from  the  throng 
Of  fashion-fawners  dwelling  far  apart: 

A  sterling  gentleman ;  great  when  he  played 
In  England's  noble  drama,  and  the  still 
House  wept,  or  loud  applauded,  as  its  heart 
He  wrought,  and  with  imperious  passion  swayed 
Tim  reins  of  the  full  theatre  at  will. 

Editor, 
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17S^-18uy. — Earliest  redirections  l'l-eparatnry  schools  at  Kensington  and 
Birmingham  -Scbon]  mnlinv  father's  theatre  sit  Biimia^hani — Kin:; — ■ 
llr;.  Siiidons  Sirs.  Billiiigton  [ami  Nelson  at  the  theatre — Visit,  to  rela- 
tions at  Dublin  -Ailveritnre  at  Chester-  I',  a  trance  at,  [iii^by — School  life — ■ 
Dr.  lllglis — l\i£s;i"s  ■  SI  i..:.  a  it's  tli;-if  li — Hci-i-..-_-l  theatricals—  The  Timtis;  llos- 
eics — U.iv.'id  rise  ir,  t "ae  sHi!-.:..!—  Una-.evite'l  pnaisami'rii  ■  -Willi  mi  SSirch — 
Fi-hlwithabullv— Dr.  Wool  I— I(':^bv  speeches-  Mere  elaberati.'  theatricals 
—Edmund  Kean  at  Birmingham. 

~SI.\kx  Hthi;et,  Tottkmiam  Col-kt  Road,  3bd  Mapxh,  lTiJ;!. 
Is-  I  am  to  select  occurrences  out  of  those  which  Ijayo  befallen 
me,  iny  judgment  may  err  from  many  natural  mut.ivosin  the  choice 
between  such  as  1  record  anil  those  I  may  omit.  It  wilt  therefore 
probably  bo  more  judicious  in  mclo  refrain  from  any  exercise  of  my 
discrimination  in  this  roiijrji  draft-  of  my  life's  accidents,  and,  begin- 
ning at  the  beginning,  to  note  down  all  I  can  remember,  even  in 
my  infancy,  of  impressions,  feelings,  ami  incidents,  reserving  tho 
task  of  sifting  awl  deciding  upon  what  may  bo  ivorih  prescn  ing  to 
a  period  when  I  can  review  tiie  whole  (should  it  he  God's  will  I 
live  to  do  it),  and  perceive  flic  relation  that  small  things  may  bear 
to  the  greater  events  of  my  history.    Tho  dim  remembrance  of  my 
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2  Macready'a  Reminiscences.  Chap.  I, 

earliest  years  makes  it  certain  to  me  that  the  "res  angiista  domi" 
called  into  active  duty  all  the  economical  resources  and  Active 
management  of  a  mother  (whoso  memory  is  i  nshriuedin  my  heart's 
fondest  gratitude)  to  supply  the  various  wants  of  myself  and  an 
eider  sister,  who  only  lived  long  enough  to  make  me  sensible  of 
her  angelic  nature.  Four  children  had  been  born  to  my  father 
before  my  birth,  but  this  sister,  Olivia,  was  the  only  one  who 
survived  long  enough  lor  association  with  my  recollections.  She 
was  a  year  and  a  half  old  when  I  came  into  the  world,  and  died  a 
month  alter  T  had  completed  my  fifth  year:  but  she  lives,  like  a 
dim  and  far-off  dream,  to  my  memory,  ol'.i.  spirit,  of  meekness,  love, 
and  truth,  interposing  hei'-clL'  between  my  infant  will  and  the  evil 
it  purposed.  It.  is  like  si  vision  of  sin  angelic  inilnenee  upon  a  most 
violent  and  self-willed  disposition.  I  do  not  remember  her  disap- 
pearance from  amongst  us,  Ihough  T  retain  clear  ideas  of  herself. 

Infant-schools  were  ahoon  not.  then  conferred  on  our  generation. 
or  I  was  quite  young:  enough  to  have  been  among  their  little 
crowds  when  1  was  iirst  "got  out  of  the  way,"  and  for  a  time  out. 
of  mischief,  by  being  carried  to  a  dsiy-school.  My  childhood  and 
boyhood  heneefonh  were  ail  school  ;  and  it.  is  even  now  with  sorrow, 
deep  and  stern,  that  T  relleet  upon  the  companionship  into  which  I 
was  cast  in  those  tender  years.  To  Cod  my  thoughts  revert  in 
penitential  gratitude  for  my  escape  from  many  ills  into  which  I 
might  have  been  led  by  ihe  depravity  of  associates  among  whom, 
an  innocent  child,  I  was  then  thrown.  As  it  Mas,  much  unhappi- 
ness  in  after  life  resulted  from  ideas  communicated  by  the  vulgar- 
minded  boys  wdio  wove  honied  together  under  indifferent  teachers 
at  these  preparatory  schools.  I  can  remember  the  fare  to  have 
been  to  my  palate,  not.  then  over  nice,  actually  disgusting.  But  I 
had  liolidsiys,  and  si  mothers  love  to  welcome  me  homo  with  tears 
of  joy  ;  and  these  happy  variations  of  my  drudging  days  stand  out 
in  pleasing  relief  through  this  obscure  period. 

From  a  preparatory  school  at.  Kensington,  where  we  were  dressed 
in  uniform  of  seaidet  jacket,  blue  or  nankeen  trousers,  I  was 
removed,  for  about  three  years,  to  one  in  St.  Paul's  Square, 
Birmingham,  kept  by  a  IMr.  Kdgcll,  a  violent-tempered  man,  with 
small  pretensions  To  the  discharge  of  Ihe  ofliee  he  had  undertaken. 
In  those  days,  however,  he  had  a  sort  of  local  reputation, 
although  his  title  to  "the  Revd.,"  prefixed  to  his  name,  was 
generally  disputed,  arid  assertions  were  very  confidently  made 
that  he  had  laboured  on  a  chop-board  previous  to  his  setting  up  as 
schoolmaster.  The  interval  of  a  few  weeks  belween  my  transla- 
tion from  one  sohnol  to  Ihe  other  was  passed  at  Cheltenham.  My 
journey  there  differed  somewhat  from  modern  travelling.  Leav- 
ing London  with  my  lather  about  noon  by  the  Long  Coach  (a  sort 
of  clumsy  omnibus),  reaching  Oxford  after  midnight,  to  supper 
in  the  kitchen  of  the  inn,  on  beef  (which  T  remember  my  father 
indignantly  denounced  as  o!is»«i.'o[V»ltur),  we  arrived  at  Chelten- 
ham in  something  less,  than  twenty-four  hours. 
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1793-1808.  School  Muih<j. 


'This  populous  and  Inmdsomely-laid-out  town  was  then  little 
more  Hum  one  long  street,  with  a  lew  intersecting  smaller  ones. 
The  Well  Walk  (or  as  it  is  now  called,  the  Royal  Old  Wells) 
then  was  crowded  in  tho  parly  morning  with  visilors  parading  up 
and  down  after  their  daily  dose  of  the  waters.  My  inevitable 
tumbler,  very  unwillingly  fallen,  and  a  litlle  aviary  near  the  little 
theatre,  belonging  to  a  Air.  Watson,  make  up  the  sum-total  of  my 
recollections  of  the  place.  At  my  new  school  I  certainly  made 
progress  in  arithmetic,  limine-  gone  through  "lionuycastle  more 
than  twice  before  i  was  ten  years  old.  lint  recitation  was  my 
forte  ;  in  English  Grammar  and  Heading  1  stood  in  the  first  class. 
Milton  and  Young  being  two  of  our  school-books,  I  had  to  learn  by 
heart  long  extracts  from  them.  from  Akeuside,  l'ope,  and  pieces 
from  '  Enfield's  Speaker' — including  Sterne,  Thomson,  Keate, 
Shakespeare,  Ac,  which  have  been  of  some  service  to  me  in  accus- 
toming nry  ear  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  melody  of  rhythm.  To 
euro  me  of  the  habit  of  misplacing  my  7<"s,  my  dear  mother,  I  re- 
member, took  especial  pains.,  and  in  teaching  mc  llryden's  'Alex- 
ander's Feast,'  the  line,  as  I  pronounced  it,  "  'Appy,  'Appy,  'Appy 
Pair!"  was  for  some  time  an  insuperable  obstacle  l.o  progress.  T 
have  distinct,  impressions  of  certain  si  ales  of  feeling  under  various 
events  at  this  early  period.  A  very  strong  will,  headlong  impulse, 
and  a  very  loving  disposition  are  evidenced  to  me  in  the  several 
little  occurrences  that  live  before  me  as  I  look  back  to  these 
childish  days. 

My  facility  in  learning  was  remarked,  and  my  power  of  re- 
tention was  singular.  My  reading-books  were  very  few,  so  that  a 
Grecian,  Roman,  and  j-jiglifii  History,  a  selection  from  Plutarch, 
Tooko's  '  Pantheon,'  and  the  proper  names  at  the  end  of  the 
dictionaries,  were  read  over  and  over  again ;  but  Pope's  Homer 
was  almost  learned  by  heart.  The  production  of  a  play  was 
suggested  by  some  of  the  bigger  boys,  and  it  was  fixed  to  be  '  fiato  ;' 
but  no  progress  was  made  in  it  beyond  my  learning  I  lie  part  ofjuba, 
and  the  boy  who  undertook  that  of  Syphax,  with  the  scenery  and 
decorations,  half  finishing  Ihc  crown  J  was  to  wear. 

There  was  a  general  spirit  of  mutiny  awakened  in  the  minds  of 
the  boys  by  some  of  the  bigger  ('ties,  tho  aim  and  effect  of  which  was, 
US  I  recollect,  a  determination  to  inllucnee  the  parents  in  all  Ways 
to  remove  us  from  tinder  Edgell's  care,  and  a  declared  aversion  to 
the  Dionysius  of  our  little  state.  The  discovery  of  this  insubordi- 
nation brought  down  punishment  and  penitence  upon  the  ring- 
loaders  during  an  illness,  a  violent  attack  of  the  mumps,  that 
confined  me  from  school ;  and  upon  my  return  I,  a  very  little  boy, 
just  ten  years  old,  though  at  Ihc  head  of  the  school,  and  a  favourite 
of  the  dreaded  tyrant,  found  myself  a  solitary  conspirator  !  Upon 
occasion  of  an  harangue  from  the  despot,  which  concluded  with 
his  avowed  determination  to  "make  every  boy  obey  him"— I 
muttered  in  my  distant  desk,  "  I'll  be  hanged  if  I'll  obey  you."  A 
pardoned  rebel  near   me,  hearing  the   words,  iuslantly  denounced 
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mo.  I  was  called  up  and  questioned,  and  stood  to  what  I  had  said. 
The  consequence  was  inevitable  ;  the  master  left  tlio  schoolroom 
to  bring  his  birch  out  of  a  more  distant  apartment.  I  seized  the 
occasion,  and  darted  out  of  the  schoolroom  door.  The  yell  of  the 
recreant  traitors,  "  ITo  is  gone '.  lie  is  gone  !  "  put  the  long-legged 
Polypheme  in  swift  pursuit.  I  had,  in  my  bewilderment,  rushed 
up  instead  of  down  the  hill,  and  was  soon  grasped  in  the  fangs  of 
the  remorseless  Edge!!,  who  pounced  upon  me  like  a  kite  upon  a 
tomtit  in  its  crazy  flight.  Condign  punishment  was  mercilessly 
inflicted,  and  I  remember  I  was  treated  with  indignity  by  the  very 
same  big  boys  who  bad  seduced  me  from  my  allegiance. 

My  great  amusement  in  my  summer  holidays  at  Jiiroiioghiim 
was  in  seeing  plays,  anil  in  acting  some  of  my  own  composition 
with  my  brother  ami  sisters.  Jn  my  father's  dressing-room  I  had 
a  glimpse  of  King,  dressed  as  Lord  Ogleby.  of  which  character  ho 
was  the  original  representative,  and  distinguished  for  its  per- 
formance  in  Garrick's  day.  The  grand  deportment  and  beauty  of 
Mrs.  Siddons  were  engraven  on  my  boyish  memory,  though  then 
unable  justly  to  estimate  her  powers.  Lewis's  lace,  then  seen,  I 
have  never  forgotten,  although  what  f  have  known  of  his  acting 
has  been  entirely  from  description.  1  had  tlio  opportunity, too,  of 
hearing  the  great  songstress  of  her  day,  Mrs.  ilillington.  For  a 
week  the  theatre  was  every  night,  crowded,  as  people  say,  to 
suffocation,  but  I  can  only  recall  the  figure  of  a  very  lusty  woman, 
and  the  excitement  of  the  audience,  when  the  orchestra  struck  up 
the  symphony  of  Arne's  rattling  bravura,  'The  Soldier  tired,' in 
the  opera  of  '  Artaxerxes.* 

But  one  evening  (in  giving  me  a  sight  of  the  man  with  whose 
fame  all  Europe  rang,  and  who  will  for  ever  rank  iirst  among  the 
first  of  our  country's  naval  heroes)  stands  out  in  my  memory  as 
marked  with  golden  letters.  During  the  short  peace  of  Amiens, 
Nelson  made  a  tour  through  several  of  our  provincial  towns— a 
recreation  apparently  innocent  enough,  but  which  was  harshly 
reflected  on  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Birmingham  was  one  of  those 
lie  visited,  and  I  believe  my  memory  does  not  err  in  stating  that 
the  people  drew  his  carriage,  or  attempted  to  draw  it,  from  the 
suburbs  to  his  hotel.  The  news  of  his  arrival  spread  like  wildfire ; 
and  when  his  intention  of  going  to  (lie  theatre  got  wind,  all  who 
heard  of  it,  as  might  have  been  expected,  flocked  there  to  behold, 
and  do  him  honour.  The  play  was  Shakespeare's  '  Merry  Wives  of 
Windsor,'  for  the  bone-tit  uf  a  playe  r  of  the  name  of  Blisset,  who 
had  some  repute  in  the  part  of  Falsfaff.  At  my  father's  request 
Lord  Nelson  consented  to  bespeak  for  the  next  night  the  play 
of  'King  Henry  IV.,'  wishing  to  see  Blisset  again  in  Falstaff. 
The  box-office  was  literally  besieged  early  the  next  morning,  and 
every  place  soon  taken.  At  the  hoar  ol  commencement  my  father 
was  waiting  with  candles  to  conduct  the  far-famed  hero  through 
the  lobby,  which  went  round  the  whole  semicircle  of  the  lower 
tier,  to  his  box.     The  shouts   outside  announced  the  approach  of 
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the  carriage ;  the  throng  was  grcn :,  but  being  cluse  to  my  father's 
side,  I  had  not  only  a  perfect  view  of  the  hero's  pile  and  interest- 
ing face,  hut  listened  villi  such  eager  attention  10  every  word  ho 
uttered,  that  I  had  all  he  said  by  heart,  and  for  months  afterwards 
was  wont  to  he  called  upon  to  repeal.  "  what  Lord  Kelson  said  to 
your  father."  This  was  in  s.u  .stance  to  t^c  eihet  that  the  universal 
esteem  in  which  his,  my  father's,  character  was  held  in  the  town 
made  it  a  pleasure  and  a  duty  to  render  him  any  assistance. 

Nothing  of  coiir.se  parsed  umiuiiced  by  my  boyish  enthusiasm: 
the  right-arm  empty  sleeve  ai  iaehed  to  his  breast,  the  orders  upon 
it,  a  sight  to  me  so  novel  and  remarkable  ;  but  the  melancholy 
expression  of  his  onunterc-.nce,  ami  (ho  extremely  mild  and  gentle 
tones  of  his  voiee  impressed  mu  most  sensibly.  They  were  indeed 
for  a  life's  remembrance.  When  with  Lady  Hamilton  and  Dr. 
Nelson  he  entered  his  box,  the  uproar  of  the  house  was  deafening, 
and  seemed  as  if  it  would  know  no  end.  The  play  was  at  length 
Buffered  to  proceed,  after  which  was  a  sort  of  diver  tiscnlent  in 
honour  of  the  illustrious  visitor,  froni  one  song  of  which  I  can  even 
now  reeollect  one  couplet!  Oh  saered  -Nine,  lorgivo  me  while  I 
quote  it ! 

"  We'll  shslo;  kanJ.j . ■mil  he  frisn.ls;  if  tlu'v  wont,  why,  what  then? 
We'll  send  our  brave  Nelson  to  thrash  'em  again. 

Derry  Down,"  &c 

The  crowded  house  was  frantic  in  ils  applause  at  this,  sublime 
effusion.  Lady  Hamilton,  lauchhijrlo-id  and  withimr  stint,  clapped 
with  uplifted  hands  and  all  her  heart,  ami  kicked  with  her  heels 
against  Hie  foot- board  of  (lie  scat,  while  Nelson  placidly  and  with 
bis  mournful  look  (perhaps  in  pity  for  (he  poet)  bowed  repeatedly 
to  the  oft-repeated  cheers.  Next  day  my  father  called  at  the 
hotel  to  thank  his  Lordship,  when  Nelson  presented  him  with 
what  he  intended  to  be  the  cost  of  his  box  wrapped  in  paper, 
regretting  that  his  abilKy  la  testify  his  respect  for  my  father  was 
so  much  below  his  will.  My  father  never  told  mo  the  amount,  but 
purchased  with  it  a  piece  of  plate,  that  he  retained  to  his  death  in 
memory  of  the  donor.  I  should  not  omit  to  mention  (hat  in  the 
hall  of  the  hotel  were  .several  sailors  of  Kelson's  ship  waiting  to  see 
him,  to  each  of  whom  llio  great,  admiral  spoke  in  the  most  affable 
manner,  inquiringly  and  kindly,  as  he  passed  through  to  his  car- 
■  riage,  and  left  them,  T  believe,  some  tokens  of  his  remembrance. 
My  winter  vacations  were  usually  spent  at  t lie.  houses  of  friends, 
where  my  chief  diversion  was  lying  en  a  sofa  and  reading  novels. 
At  the  close  of  the  half-year  in  which  tins  lor  mid  able  rebellion 
took  place,  I  was  removed  hem  the  school  by  my  dear  mother, 
who,  if  I  remember  rigbily,  exerted  herspirii  in  giving  a  very  severe 
rebuke  to  my  <puuK.lii.iri  master.  .She  had  been  of  late  years  an 
invalid,  and  had  tried  the  air  of  different  watering- places  in  the  quest 
of  her  lost  strength  ;  but  in  vain.  Bhe  was  on  her  way  from  Chiton 
to  Bolton-le-Moors,  to   rejoin  my  father,  resting  at  Birmingham, 
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from  whence,  glad  to  turn  my  back  on  the  grim  Edgell,  though 
with  the  fear  of  liugby  belbre  my  eve-,  1  accompanied  her.  Our 
mode  of  travelling,  post-chaise  and  pair,  was  tedious,  when  bribes 
to  the  postillion  could  rarely  g(  I.  you  beyond  seven  miles  an  hour. 
We  reached  Comgleton  at  dusk,  whore  my  dear  mother's  illness 
detained  us  for  the  night.  I  can  remember  now  the  agony  of 
heart  with  which  T  went  into  the  street  of  the  strange  town  to 
find  a  druggist's  shop,  whore  T  might  buy  some  oilier,  choking 
with  tears,  anil  running  in  trembling  haste  with  the  medicine, 
now  I  recollect  the  load  lifted  off  my  heart  when  the  maid  told 
me  she  was  really  better.  The  next  morning  she  was  able  to  pursue 
her  journey,  and  passing  through  3Vaneliester,  wo  reached  the 
town  of  Bolton-lo- Moors,  which,  T  remember,  was  regarded  as 
a  semi-barbarous  place.  1  may  be  mistaken,  but  the  impression 
is  on  my  mind  that  it  was  not  lighted.  1  recollect  the  uncouth 
dialect  o'f  the  people,  and  a  savage  mode  the  labouring  people  were 
said  to  have  of  settling  their  quarrels — viz.,  by  "purring,"  i.e..,  the 
combatant,  when  his  adversary  was  down,  kicking  him  on  the  head 
with  his  wooden-soled  shoe.  Lodgings,  streets,  everything  seemed 
oil  a  low  scale;  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  now  it  is  a  handsome 
town  with  its  institutions  and  civic  government  all  en  rii/le. 

The  small  theatre  held  by  my  father  was  nightly  filled  with 
people  from  Manchester  lo  see  the  comedy  of '  John  Bull,'  at  that 
same  time  perl'onoing  with  great  success  at  Covent  Garden.  The 
author,  Geo.  Column  the  Younger,  an  he  subscribes  himself,  was 
one  evening  at  the  1  heat  re  at,  Bolton,  at  I  he  representation  of  his 
own  play.  31  y  fas  her  had  obtained  by  great,  favour  a  copy  of  the 
31 H.  from  the  proprietors  of  the  Covenf  Garden  Theatre,  and  boasted 
of  being  the  only  manager  out  of  the  metropolis  wdio  could  give 
the  performance.  Colman  offered  good  terms,  I'm-  his  theatre  in 
the  Haymarket,  to  three  of  the  actors  ;  but  my  father  stood  on  his 
dignity,  and  not.  having  been  first  applied  to,  refused  his  permission, 
without  wliioh  they  all  three  most  loyally  refused  to  treat. 

From  llolion  T  was  taken  by  my  parents  to  Dublin,  travelling 
post  to  Holyhead ;  I  recollect  well  the  comfort  of  tho  inns,  the 
good  fare,  the  clean  rooms,  and  (he  dillicuily  of  the  roads,  my  first 
view  of  the  sea,  of  which  f  had  1  know  not  what,  kind  of  previous 
vague  idea  from  reciting  al  I'dgT-Jl's  school  Keate's  'Address  to  the 
Ocean.'  A  fast-sailing  trim-built,  cutter,  with  very  good  cabin, 
took  us  over  in  the  course  of  the  night ;  in  the  morning  we  were 
lying  oft",  waiting  for  water  to  cross  the  bar ;  but  my  father  took 
me  in  a  boat,  a  pull  of  about  two  miles,  to  the  Pigeon  House. 
As  well  as  I  remember,  our  visit  in  Dublin  was  to  my  grand- 
father, a  venerable  old  genlleman,  one  of  the  most  respectable 
tradesmen  in  the  city,  and  greatly  esteemed  as  the  father  of 
tho  corporation.  In  my  short  visit,  there  was  much  to  impress 
my  boyish  readiness  to  sec  wonders  in  every  novelty.  The  city 
itself,  its  squares  ami  streets,  so  proudly  vaunted,  by  my  relations. 
Dame  Street,   Sackvilie   Street,  Stephen's  Green,   the    buildings 
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—Custom  House,  1'our  Courts,  Tiofumln—  were  nil  sights  tome  ;  but 
Christ  Church  and  Si.  Vat  rick's  Cu(hcdral  interested  me  more,  by 
the  banners  of  tin;  knights  in  tin;  one  and  tin;  tomb  of  Strongbow  in. 
the  other,  than  the  unsightly  building  eallcd  (ho  Castle,  orWerburgb 
Church,  which  was  spoken  of  with  peculiar  reverence,  because 
attended  by  the  Lord  fneutenanl.  1  was  taken  twice  to  the  theatre, 
once  on  the  occasion  of  a  command,  and  saw  there  actors  whom  in 
my  own  profession;]]  daysT  nice  again  Ilolman,  R.  Jones  of  Covent 
Garden,  and  others.,  who  remained  like  limpets  stuck  to  the  Dublin 
Theatre.  My  grand fattier  at  pun  in  £  gave  me  a  present  which  was 
laid  out  in  plate  for  me  by  my  dear  mother,  and  my  nncte  pre- 
sented me  with  Lelund's  '  History  of  Ireland,'  in  three  volumes, 
which  still  keeps  its  place  in  my  library. 

We  recrossed  to  Holyhead  on  our.  return ;  our  journey  was 
marked  by  no  event  that  rested  en  my  memory  beyond  the  draught 
I  took  of  St.  Winifred's  Well  at  Holywell,  and  the  avidity  with 
which  I  listened  to  the  number  of  gallons  it  gave  out  per  hour,  and 
the  innumerable  cures  it  eHected,  attested  as  they  were  by  the 
crutches  suspended  usvolive  offerings  beneath  the  groined  arches 
of  the  Gothic  roof  above  it.  At  Chester,  Hie  races  completely  tilled 
the  city;  the  streets  were  swarming  as  we  passed  through.  Wish- 
ing to  see  friends  of  my  mother'.-..  Captain  ami  Airs.  Harrison,  who 
lived  a  mile  out  of  the  town,  my  tut her  drove  to  their  house,  and 
giving  the  post-boy  a  very  largo  fee  to  see  the  luggage  put  on 
another  chaise,  sent  me  back  in  the  chaise  to  the  hotel,  to  take  care 
that  the  luggage  was  all  rightly  transferred.  The  post-boy  called 
for  horses,  but  not  a  horse  was  to  be  had — "  None  in,"  was  the 
answer  at  the  hotel :  he  unharnessed  his  own  pair,  and  left  me  with 
the  luggage*  in  anil  on  the  chaise,  exposed  in  the  open  and  crowded 
street.  My  agony  lest  the  luggage  should  be  stolon,  and  my  fear 
of  my  father's  displeasure  were  great,  I  went — obliged  to  leave  the 
chaise— into  the  stables  at  a  distance  down  some  dirty  lanes,  and 
with  tears  implored  the  post-boy  to  get  me  horses ;  but  he  had  got 
his  recompense,  and  repelled  me  very  brutally.  At  the  hotel  they 
were  too  much  engaged  to  attend  to  me.  What  to  do  I  did  not 
know;  in  despair  at  last  i  set  oil'upo.u  as  last  a  run  as  I  could  make 
— dreading  to  see  my  father,  but  with  no  alternative— not  knowing 
my  way,  bnt  with  a  faint  guess  at  the  direction  in  which  it  lay, 
and  remembering  the  slated  side  of  Captain  Harrison's  house. 
The  day  was  a  broiling  one.  Of  some  of  the  most  good-natured 
looking  I  inquired  my  way,  but  unsatisfactorily  ;  still  I  ran  on. 
my  face  streaming  with  perspiration,  and  at  last  caught  sight  of 
the  slated  side.  My  mother  was  astonished  at  my  condition, 
bathed  in  tears  as  I  was,  and  soothing  my  agitation,  bade  mo 
explain  it  all  to  my  father,  who  received  the  news  vei-y  indulgenlly, 
and  going  down  to  the  town,  after  a  long  ak-.riiee  returned  with  a 
chaise  which  he  had  great,  ditlkully  in  procuring. 

Birmingham  was  the  most  important  of  the  towns  of  which  my 
father  held  the  thcatn.s,  mid  there  we  soon  arrived.     The  summer 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


8  Macready's  Reminiscences.  Chap,  I, 

months  were  passed  Hutu,  diversified  by  n  short  .slay  at  Learning, 
ton,  then  asma.U  vill.ig,-,  cou.-isling  only  of  a  few  thatched  houses, 
not  one  tiled  or  slated,  the  l'.Dwling-greon  Tun  being  the  only  one 
wbcro  very  moderate  accommodation  could  be  procured.  There 
was  in  process  of  erection  an  hotel  of  more  pretension,  which  I 
fancy  was  to  be  the  Hop;  or  Greyhound,  but  which  had  some 
months  of  work  to  fit  it  for  reception  of  guests.  We  had  the 
parlour  and  bed  rooms  of  a.  huckster's  shop.  the  best  accommodation 
in  the  place,  and  used  each  morning  to  walk  down  to  the  spring 
across  the  churchyard,  with  our  little  mugs  in  our  hands,  for  our 
daily  draught,  of  (he  Leamington  waters. 

The  time  arrived  for  my  departure  to  Rugby,  and  to  me,  though 
I  had  been  on  a  visit  there  at  my  cousin's  a  year  before,  it  was 
a  dreary  prospect.  The  accounts  I  had  heard  of  the  severity 
practised,  the  numbers  amongst  whom  T  should  be  cast,  the  utter 
ignorance  of  the  usages  there,  the  want  of  sympathetic  counsel—"- 
formyfather  »ns  himself  uninformed  on  such  ^objects— all  weighed 
on  mo  with  feelings  of  dread  au-1  depression,  of  which  a  life's  event 
have  not  obliterated  the  recollection.  My  parting  with  my  dear 
mother  was  to  me  a  sad  one,  the  last  living  look  j.  had  of  her  on 
earth.  My  father  took  me  in  a  gig  i  o  Coventry,  and  thence  in  a 
chaise  to  Rugby.  "When  left  there,  at.  my  cousin  Birch's  boarding- 
house,  I  was  indeed  alone.  "Most  fortunately  f  had  a  bedroom, 
roomy  and  commodious,  almost  to  myself.  Ono  of  my  cousins 
slept  there,  but  scarcely  ever  intruded  mi  my  solitude;  for  having 
no  cupboard  in  "the  Hall"  to  keep  my  books,  1  had  my  little 
library,  consisting  of  an  abridgment,  of  riutareh's  Lives,  Tooko's 
'Pantheon,'  Tope's  Homer,  the  'History  of  Ireland,' and  Mentor's 
'Letters  to  Youth'— (he  last  parting  gill,  of"  my  beloved  mother — 
in  my  bedroom;  and  used  to  read  over  anil  over  the  well-conned 
pages  of  these  volumes,  all  of  which  except  the  'Pantheon'  I  to 
this  day  possess.  My  fears  of  the  severity  with  which  I  had  been 
threatened  made  joe  diligent,  and  the  work  seemed  to  mo  easy — 
being  kept  buck  from  the  place  I  should  have  occupied  in  the 
school  under  the  necessity  of  perfecting  myself  in  the  "  Propria 
qu»3  maribus,"  "  Qme  genus,"  and  "  As  hi  praisenti"  of  the  Eton. 
Grammar.  Arithmetic  was  no  task  to  me,  having  been  put  back 
to  the  rule  of  three,  and  being  really  more  advanced  than  any  even 
of  the  sixth  form  in  that  all-important  branch  of  knowledge,  of 
whichl  lost  much  at  Pugby  I  hat:  I  had  aeipiircd  at  Pdgell's. 

I  was  the  last  hut  three  on  the  school  list,  i:  Macready,  Daniel, 
Fosbrooke,  Wright,"  cmted  the  callings-over.  The  system  of  bully- 
ing seemed,  to  have  banished  humanity  from  most  of  the  boys 
above  me,  or  rather  of  those  between  me  and  the  highest  forms. 
T  was  fag  to  a  young  man  of  the  name  ot"  Ukigo,  an  Irishman,  who 
was  a  very  harsh  task -master ;  ami  1  was  made  so  uncomfortable 
in  the  common  Hall,  that  bur  fir  the  refuge  of  my  own  snug  bed- 
room I  should  have  been  utterly  despondent.  As  it  was,  I  wrote 
such  letters  home  that  my  father  more  than  onco  thought  he  must 
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send  for  me.  Eut  my  dear  mother's  representations,  that  I  fared 
only  in  common  with  oilier  boys,  and  that  Tier  cousin  Bird)  would 
not  suffer  mo  to  be  ill-treated,  subdued  my  father's  uneasiness. 
Yet,  from  the  bullying  endured,  the  first  year  of  my  term  was  real 
misery,  bo  that  my  lessons,  in  which  1  lvas  always  perfect,  bo  easy 
were  they  to  me,  became  something  like  a  retuge  to  me.  After 
surmount  hi  j,*  the  difficulties  of  the  Kton  Grammar,  ray  courso 
through  the  school  was  rapid  beyond  precedent.  I  attained  the 
fifth  form  in  three  years,  from  which  advance  I  began  to  be 
sensible  of  a  c«taiu  enjoyment  of  my  position. 

In  the  early  period  of  my  Kugby  course  Dr.  Inglis  was  the 
headmaster;  a  pule,  ascetic-looking  man,  whose  deportment  was 
grave,  dignified,  and  a  we -inspiring,  the  clicking  of  the  latch  of 
the  door  by  which  he  entered  Hie  Upper  ^cknolroom  instantly 
produced  a  silence  like  a  chill,  and  the  "boldest  held  his  breaih  for 
a  time."  It  was  in  the  deepest  hush  of  both  Upper  and  Lower 
Schools  that  the  sound  of  his  tread  was  distinctly  heard,  or  that 
his  voice  echoed  through  the  halls,  as  lie  gave  out  on  a  Thursday 
morning  the  name  or  names  of  the  boys  whose  exercises  entitled 
them  to  the  honour  of  "l'lay,"  /.'.-.,  of  obtaining  for  the  school  ono 
of  the  hulfdsolidays  of  tho  week. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  abuse  of  power  by  the  praepostors,  or 
sixth-form  boys,  an  incident,  at  the  very  beginning  of  my  school 
days  will  ho  sufficient.  One  morning,  in  passing-  through  the 
schools,  "  the  Doctor,"  or '' Inglis  "--according  to  whom  his  title 
might  he  addressed— was  followed  by  a  boy  about  fourteen  years 
of  age,  in  deep  mourning,  '('his  boy,  whose,  name  was  Crowther, 
bad  been  expelled  the  half-year  before,  and  on  this  occasion  the 
Doctor  read  a  letter  from  him  (generally  believed  to  bo  in  his 
mother's  writing)  expressing  his  contrition  for  his  fault,  mention- 
ing his  aggravated  distress  under  the  recent  loss  of  bis  father,  and 
begging  to  be  restored.  The  letter  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of 
several  of  the  buys,  and  iieilispronuuneed  bis  public  pardon, and  his 
restoration  to  his  place.  His  offence  was  having  been  sent(faggcd) 
by  his  (prieposlor)  master  to  Grime's  Spinnys,  about,  two  and  a  half 
miles  distant,  to  steal  ash-planis.  to  be  beaten  with.  There  was  no 
resource— he  was  seen  by  Jngbs  as  be  passed  in  his  carriage,  and 
being  questioned  "  who  had  sent  him,"  be  refused  to  give  the 
name  of  his  tyrant.  A  box  on  the  ear  was  the  punishment  of 
Ins  contumacy,  and  on  his  saying  lie  "  was  not.  to  be  struck,"  and 
persisting  in  bis  refusal  to  give  up  the  name  of  his  superior,  he 

underwent,  immediate    exjuibion.     One  of  the  a  short  time 

before  had  held  the  back  of  his  lag  to  the  lire  so  long  in  torture, 
that  the  poor  Icllow,  who  was  still  dating  my  time  at  school  in  the 
fourth  form,  was  seriously  ill,  and  his  brutal  master  flogged  severely 
for  his  atrocious  conduct. 

The  longest  day,  however,  will  have  an  end,  and  though  tho 
short  half-year  was  so  unhappily  lengthened  to  me,  it  reached  the 
holidays  at  last;  and  wills  a  pally  in  a  chaise  .1  arrived  at  Leicester, 
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wliere  X  was  to  sleep  nt  a  friend's  house  that  night,  Sat  unlay,  I 
remember,  and  to  proceed  in  the  Leeds  mail  next  morning  to 
Shelliehl,  where  my  father's,  company  was  then  performing.  Tho 
mail  I  had  for  the  whole  long  journey  to  myself,  dining  by  myself 
at  the  ISlack's  Head,  in  Nottingham,  and,  but  fur  the  thought  that 
every  mile  bronchi  me  nearer  home,  the  day  would  have  been 
a  melancholy  one.  We  had  left  Leicester  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  eleven  at  night  was  the  time  at  which  we  reached 
Sheffield — a  journey  which  in  the  present  day  would  occupy, 
I  fancy,  about  two  hours,  or  two  hours  and  •  half!  I  had 
no  difficulty  in  finding  my  father's  lodgings  in  Norfolk  Street, 
and  on  inquiring  for  my  parents,  was  taken  up  to  ray  father,  who 
was  in  bed,  and,  as  they  told  me,  ill.  lie  had  not  expected  me, 
having  written  to  our  friend  at  Leicester  to  detain  me  there  some 
days.,  I  asked  for  my  dear  mother,  and  lie  told  me  she  was  gone 
away  for  a  little,  and  that  I  could  r.ot.  see  her  that  night.  The 
night  was  one  of  thoughtless  rest  to  rue  ;  but  the  morning  brought 
with  it  tidings  of  an.  event  that  has  been  over  since  a  memory  of 
sorrow  to  me.  That  mother  whim  1  had  so  longed  to  see,  so  dear, 
so  precious,  was  gone  indeed.  My  father  informed  me  that  she  hud 
died  the  day  before  my  return.  I  had  the  mournful  comfort  of 
looking  on  her  in  her  placid  sleep,  and  through  succeedings  years 
that  image  o,f  tranquillity  and  love  has  not  left  me.  It  was  a  house 
of  mourning  in  which  my  holidays  were  spent.  I  followed  her  to 
the  grave,  which  I  have  often,  always  in  passing  through  tSheliieM, 
remembered  and  revisited.  In  a  newspaper  of  that  period  these 
lines*  we  re  published  shortly  after  her  death  : 

"  The  following  i r<.\ :[■•)"! [,r ii  will  nit  bo  (!;.;■;;:.:■  i  :n:i|i|ir,iiui,i(i?,  as  it  is  written 
from  the  heart,  ill  tin  i'ull  force  of  its  feeling,  by  one  who  knew  her  well,  and 
who  faithfully  declares  tbut  however  :lei'ii.ient  it.  mnv  bo  in  poetical  merit  In; 
has  not  deviated  in  a  single  lino  from  the  i-igi,.I  maxim  of 'Do  mortuis  nil  nisi 

«  EPITAPH 

"  Oa  Mrs.  Macbeaoy,  who  deputed  this  Life  on  the  3r.D  of 

"December,  1803. 

"  If  'tis  decree!  tho  virtuous  and  the  just 
Shall  rise  to  bliss  triumphant  from  the  dust, 
And  human  forms  shall  from  this  dross  retina 
To  join  the  ethereal  host  in  forms  divine, 
Then  shall  those  dear  corporeal  remains, 
Which  mnv  the  cobi  and  silent  %v:ive  contains, 
Once  more  embrace  Hint,  son],  wbn.-ii  heaven  approved 
(Though  sharply  chastened  as  it  dearly  loved), 
That  mind,  whore  virtue  fixed  her  seated  reign, 
Yet  probed  its  votary  with  disease  and  pain; 
That  head,  which  framed  no  base  insidious  wile, 
Friend  to  deceive  or  enemy  beguila  ; 
That  hand,  whose  IVujnl  and  domestic  care 
Still  saved  a  surplus  for  the  poor  to  share; 
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That  heaif,  which  self-indulgence  oft  withstood 

T  enjoy  the  '  luxury  of  doini;  good.' 

That  soul,  that  mind,  that  hua-.i.  that  hcinJ  and  heart, 

Then  re-united,  never  more  to  part, 

All  ciorious  l-isitist.  shall  enraptured  sin?. 

'Where,  Grave,  thy  vinery?     When,,  Death,  thy  sting?' 

And  tlioio,  her  neare.-r.  r;nd  her  ■It-urest,  left, 

Of  their  most  valued  friend  on  earth  bereft— 

If  haply  left  to  shape  their  future  lives 

By  the  best  mother  and  the  best  of  wives, 

Trauag  her  fcotstoiii  tln'eugh  this  Miirld  of  cares, 

And  making  her  revered  example  theirs, 

When  they  have  '  shuffled  off  this  mortal  coil,' 

Ami  [Kissed  life's  rugged  pilgrimage  and  toil. 

Shall  to  her  blest  abode  then  wing  their  way, 

And,  spurniriL;  the  grim  tyrant's  ended  sway, 

Share  her  brigaf.  crown  in  realms  of  endless  day." 

My  return  to  Ttugby  soon  began  to  make  me,  as  it  wore,  more 
acclimated  to  ils  at rr,< ) s p h ore,  and  1  now  began  my  rapid,  rush 
through  the  school.  One  amusement  of  the  bigger  boys  was  in 
getting  up  plays,  which  were  acta!  to  their  scli  <x>  I  -follows  in  one 
of  the  boardin£-ii'ii;sis,  .1  luckn  ill's.  They  were  very  fairly  done, 
only  that  it  was  necessary  at  the  end  of  every  scene  to  drop  the 
curtain  in  order  to  change  one  for  another.  In  the  course  of  timo 
these  plays  were  removed  to  a  sort  of  hall  at  the  School-house 
called  the  "Over  School,"  the  reading  and  pitting- room  of  the 
School-house  fifth  and  sixth  form  boys.  It  opened  into  .1  large 
bedroom,  which  went  by  the  name  of  "  Paradise,"  with  nine  beds 
appropriated  to  the  head  boys,  and  was  very  convenient  to  tlio 
actors  for  dressing  and  undressing.  The  actors  in  these  plaj  S  made 
application  through  me  to  my  father  for  the  loan  of  books,  and 
afterwards  for  dresses,  with  which,  to  their  great  delight,  be 
readily  furnished  them.  In  grateful  testimony  they  considered 
themselves   obliged   to   give  me,  although   in  the-   Under  School, 

Siirts  in  their  performances,  and  my  theatrical  career  atli'ugby  was 
egun  as  prompter — a  distinguished  post  for  an  Under  School  boy ; 
and  I  ran  through  the  characters  of  JJamo  .VshiieM  in  'Speed 
the  Plough,' Mrs.  Brulgruddery  in  '  John  Bull;  the  Jew  in  Dibdin's 
'School  for  Prejudice.'  and  Uriel' wit.  in  the  farce  of  Weathercock.' 
When  Hr.  Inglis  retired  from  the  head-mastership,  to  be  sns- 
ceeded  by  Dr.  Wooll,  I  had  made  some  progress  in  the  school, 
having  readied  the  tilth  form.  I  recollect  olio  day,  when  playing 
at  foot-ball  in  the  school  close,  Yn\  Inglis  was  walking  on  the 
gravel  walk  that  surrounds  it.  He  called  me  to  him,  and  desiring 
me  to  "keep  on  my  ha(,"  continued  his  walk  with  roe  by  his  side. 
He  inquired  of  me  what  my  fat  her  designed  for  me.  1  tojd  him 
that  I  was  intended  for  the  law.     He  continued  : 

"  Have  you  not  thought  of  your  father's  rirofcssioii  ?" 


Hotted  by  G00gk 


12  Maeready'g  Reminiscences.  Chap.  I. 


"  Should  you  110 S  liko  it?" 
"No,  sir,  I  should  wish  to  go  to  the  bar.'* 

"  Are  you  quite  certain  you  should  not  wish  to  go  on  the 
Stage  ? " 

"Quito  certain,  sir;  I  very  much  dish'ko  it,  and  the  thought 
of  it." 

"  Well,"  ho  added,  ''  I  am  glad  of  it.  But  if  you  had  had  any 
thoughts  that  way  T  should  have  wished  to  give  you  some  advice, 
which  .1.  am  glad  to  believe  is  imw  unnecessary." 

I  hold  him  in  great  respect,  and  liked  him  very  much,  stern  and 
inaccessible  as  lie  seemed  to  all  of  us.  During  his  term  of  office 
the  subject  of  the  French  invasion  engrossed  all  thoughts,  and 
monopolised  conversation.  The  whole  country  was  armed,  drilled, 
and  well  accoutred,  and  Bugby  furnished  ir.s  two  com  panics  of  well- 
equipped,  well -in  are  hailed  volunteers.  The  elder  hoys  hod  their 
blue  coats  cuffed  and  collared  with  scarlet,  and  exercised  after 
school-hours  with  heavy  wooden  broad-swords.  Nothing  was 
talked  of  hut  Bonaparte  and  invasion.  Suddenly  a  wonderful  hoy, 
a  miracle,  of  beauty,  grace,  and  genius,  who  had  acted  in  Belfast 
and  Edinburgh,  became  the  theme  of"  all  discourse.  My  father  had 
brought  him  to  England,  and  ids  first  engagement  was  at  Bir- 
mingham, where  crowded  houses  applauded  his  surprising  powers 
to  the  very  echo.  In  London,  at  both  Drury  Lane  and  Coven t 
Garden  Theatres,  throughout  the  whole  country,  "the  young 
Bosoius"  became  a  rage,  and  ;u  ihu  fiu-we  of  public  admiration  the 
invasion  ceased  to  be  spoken  of.  He  acted  two  nights  at  Leicester, 
and  on  a  half-holiday,  my  cousin  Birch  having  see!  a  note  to  excuse 
me  and  his  eldest  son  from  the  afternoon's  callings-over  at  my 
father's  request.  Tori i  Birch  and  myself  were  smuggled  into  a  chaise, 
and  reached  Leicester  in  time  for  the  play — '  ilichard  III.'  Tho 
house  was  crowded.  John  Kemhle  and  H.  Harris,  son  of  tho 
Patentee  of  Coven!  Garden,  sat  in  the  stage  bus.  immedialely. 
bohind  us.  I  remember  John  Kemblc's  handkerchief  strongly 
scented  of  lavender,  and  his  observation,  in  a  very  compassionate 
tone,  "  Boor  hoy  1  he  is  very  hoarse."  1  could  form  little  judgment 
of  the  performance,  which  excited  universal  enthusiasm,  and  in  the 
tempest  of  which  we  were  of  course  borne  along.  In  subsequent 
engagements  with  my  father  wo  became  playfellows,  and  off  the 
stage  \V.  H.  West  Betty  was  a  boy  will  i  boys,  as  full  of  spirits,  fun, 
and  mischief  as  any  of  ids  companions,  though  caressed,  fondled, 
and  idolised  by  peeresses,  and  actually  lesieged  for  a  mere  glimpse 
of  him  by  crowds  at  his  hotel  door.  An  instance  of  the  "  madness 
that  ruled  the  hour"  was  given  at  1  (unchurch,  where  he  stopped 
to  dine  and  sleep,  being  prevented  from  acting  at  Coventry  in 
Passion  Week  by  Cornwallis,  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 
One-  of  the  leading  families  in  the  county,  wdio  were  on  their  way 
to  Coventry  to  see  him,  were  stopped  by  the  news  at  Diraolrurch. 
The  lady  begged  and  entreated  tie;  .landlord  to  get  her  a  sight  of 
"the  young  lioscius."     She  would  "  give  anything."     The  landlord, 
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unwilling  to  di-oblige  his  jm,1  rcnp,  suggested  that  there  "was  but 
one  way  in  which  her  wish  could  he  gratified:  "Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eetty  and  their  son  were  just  going  to  dinner,  and  it  she  chose  to 
carry  in  one  of  the  dishes  she  could  see  him,  liut,  there  was  no 
other  way."  The  lady,  very  grateful  in  her  acknowledgments, 
took  the  dish,  and  made  one  of  the  wallers  at  lable,  I  mention 
this  as  one  among  (lie  ninneroas  anecdotes  of  his  popularity.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  made  hlio  handsome  pri  scnts,  and  in  short  he 
engrossed  all  tongues.  After  the  play  at,  Leicester,  Tom  Birch 
and  myself  got  into  our  chaise,  and  (ravelling  through  the  night, 
reached  Ilugby  in  good  time  fur  "(irst  lesson  "  in  the  morning.* 

It  has  been  said,  and  I  believe  it,  that  if  the  humblest  in  the 
social  scale  were  to  note  down  accurately  the  events  of  his  life, 
the  impressions  lie  had  received,  and  thereat  motives  that  actuated 
him  in  all  he  might  have  done,  the  narration  would  convey  in- 
struction, if  not  entertainment.  This  rough  draft  of  the  incidents 
of  my  life  inayncver  go  beyond  the  circle  of  my  own  family,  but  in 
remarking  tile  cause  of  those  errors,  which  will  be  found  to  abound 
in  it,  -whether  originating  in  myself,  induced  by  culpable  example, 
or  resulting  from  mistaken  instruction,  lessons  may  be  learned  and 
experience  obtained  that  may  serve  as  beacons  to  those  I  love  and 
leave  behind  me,  and  which  may  prove,  as  i  pray  to  God  they 
may,  in  some  slight  degree  expiatory  of  the  faults  here  registered. 
Willi  this  purpose  in  view  I  have,  niter  some  deliberation,  resolved 
not  to  omit  even  those  trilling  circumstances  of  my  boyhood  to 
which  may  be  (raced  some  of  the  dejinquroci's  of  my  maturcr  life. 
"The  childhood  shows  the  man,  as  morning  shows  the  day,"  and 
in  the  misfortune  of  that  temper  which  thromdi  life  has  been  the 
cause  of  my  greatest  unhappiness,  and  with  which  J  have  struggled 
so  repeatedly,  I  see  in  its  curly  outbreaks  the  prognostics  of  those 
ebullitions  of  passion  that  have  so  i'requenily  caused  me  great 
suffering,  and  have  brought  with  them  deep  repentance.  But 
none  deceive  us  so  much  as  we  ourselves,  and  with  all  my  earnest 
resolves,  I  may  very  possibly,  though  unee.-mnrdly,  in  relation 
colour  facts  in  tenderness  to  my  own  port  ion  ol  blame,  or  view  in 
the  light  of  prejudice  the  conduct  of  others  engaged  with  me. 
Let  me  hope  that  I  shall  hold  to  that  severe  rale  of  truth  which 
1  have  always  laboured  to  inculcate  in  you,  my  dear  children. 

The  rapidity  of  my  onward  course  in  the  school  was  unchecked  i 
but  the  spirit  with  which  I  worked  at.  my  advancement  became 
darkened  by  an  occurrence  that  reduced  me  to  a  level  which  I 
had  gloried  in  fee'dic:  m\si  If  above.  The  question  has  been  long 
disputed  of  the  ctlecf  produced  on  boys  by  corporal  punishment. 
How  far  it  may  be  necessary  where  minds  are  insensible  to  better 
influences,  I  cannot  say;  but  where  emulation  exists,  and  the 
ambition  that  must,  prc-suppose  a  dread  and  lienor  of  disgrace  glows 

*  The  "young  Roscius"  survived  Maiready,  and  died  in  London  24th 
August,  187*,  in  his  83rU  year.— Ed. 
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in  a  youthful  breast,  T  am  confident  the  degradation  of  corporal 
punishment  may  not  it  n  frequently  excite  si  feeling  of  desperate 
recklessness,  living  about  ttie  subversion  of  ;ill  better  principles,  ami 
break  down,  a  barrier  against  evil  that  may  possibly  never  tic  re- 
established. 

In  the  expression  of  this  opinion  I  am  not  going  to  offer  any 
palliation  of  my  own  misdoings,  hat  lo  recall  the  facts  as  they 
occurred.  I  had  reached  tiie  tup  of  the  lower  fourth  form 
without  the  disgrace  of  corporal  punishment,  and  it  was  thought 
by  the  boys  around  me,  and  it  was  one  hope  of  my  ambition,  that 
I  should  pass  through  ilic  school  unscat.hed  personally  or  morally 
by  this  degrading  infliction.  One  morning1  the  news  current  in 
the  hoy's  hall  at  our  hoarding-house  (my  cousin  Birch's)  "was  the 
"  great  fun  "  of  the  preceding  evening,  when  a  boy,  half  a  fool,  of 

the  name  of  J ,  had  been  made  drunk  by  ■ ,  — — - ,  and  — — , 

with  the  Hall  beer,  and  had  ex'uibiled  most,  ridiculous  antics,  fo 
their  great  amusement.  "The  fun"  was  to  be  repeated  the  fol- 
lowing night,  and  I  with  some  others,  who  had  not  been  present, 
went,  into  the  Hull,  alter  lacking  up,  to  see  what  was  proceeding. 
The  boys  plied  the  foolish  ti-llow  with  mugs  of  the  "swipes,"and 
then  hustled  him  about  to  accelerate  the  olfecls  of  his  draughts. 
I  had  no  hand  whatever  in  thu  business.  The  result  was  that,  the 
boy  was  very  sick,  and  the  affair  was  repeated  to  lurch.  The  boy 
in  his  stupefied  slate  was  questioned,  and  he  gave  my  name  with 
those  of  the  real  delinquents.  I  was  afterwards  informed  that  my 
name  was  sent  up  to  Dr.  Inglis,  on  which  I  went  to  Birch  to  protest 
my  innocence,  and  to  oiler  testimony  to  the  fact  that,  my  culpa- 
bility was  that  of  many  others,  viz  ,  being  present  en  the  occasion. 
Birch  very  sternly  repelled  me.  telling  me  1  might  explain  to  Dr. 
IngHs  what  I  had  to  say.  The  praepostor  the  ne\  t  day  at.  lessons 
came  forme,  and  T  was  eondueled  by  him  to  the  Doctor's  School, 
where  the  condemned  were,  i  assured  the  Doctor  that,  I  was  freo 
from  any  participation  in  the  offence  beyond  being  present.  His 
answer  was,  "  Macready,  I  am  very  sorry  to  see  yon  here,  but 
Mr.  Birch  has  '  sent  you  up '  (the  term  in  use)  and  I  must  whip 
you."  Returning  to  my  form  smarting  with  choking  rage  and  in- 
dignation, where  I  had  to  encounter  the  compassion  of  some  and 
the  envious  jeers  id' others,  niv  passion  broke  out  in  the  exclamation. 
"  D— n  old  Birch  1  I  wish  he  was  in  h— 11 1 " 

I  was  now  indeed  a  criminal;  but.T  felt  as  if  T  eared  for  nothing, 
"William  Birch,  my  tutor's  son  and  my  third  cousin,  was  present,, 
and  would,  I  knew,  report,  me  to  bis  father,  which  1  fancy  I  almost 
wished.  My  anguish  and  the  fury  of  my  heart  blinded  me  to 
everything  else.  Tt  had  been  Birch's  eastern  to  have  me  every 
Sunday  to  "  dine  in  the  parlour,"  a  very  great  indulgence  ;  but  this 
was  only  one  among  the  many  muny  proofs  he  gave  me  of  Ids 
partiality  to  me.  On  the  following  Sunday  as  we  took  our  places  at 
dinner  in  the  Hall,  where  .Hvs.  Birch  superintended  the  distribution 
of  the  fare,  the  manservant  came  to  me  with  the  usual  message. 
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"  Macready,  you  are  to  dine  in  the  parlour."  I  would  not  stir.  He 
repeated  his  message  ihrco  or  four  times,  till  I  said,  "I  shall 
not  go;"  when  Mis.  Birch  took  the  word:  "Let  him  alone, 
Thomas,  if  lie  doesn't  choose."  Thenceforward  T  fult  indifferent 
what  might  befall  me.  I  could  not  have  grate  info  the  parlour 
after  what  1  had  been  guilty  of  saying  of  my  bene  factor,  and 
I  joined  with  other  boys  in  pranks  that  I  should  before  have 
been  careful  to  avoid.  It  is  an  evil  sign  in  our  nature,  which  I 
could  not  but  iiereeiv-o,  that  it  was  an  evident  satisfaction  to  some 
among  them  that  I  had  fallen  from  niy  "  pride  of  place."  I 
learnt  my  lessons  because  1hey  wore  easy  to  me,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks  I  wae  translated  to  the  upper  fourth,  my  cousin 
Birch's  form. 

He  was  the  most  severe,  but  the  most  liki.nl  of  all  the  masters. 
Ilis  undeviating  system  was,  if  a  hoy,  called  up  at  a  lesson,  made 
a  mistake,  lie  gave  him  a  light  imposition;  upon  a  second  omis- 
sion ho  increased  the  impo.-ition;  upon  a  third  the  inexorable 
words  were,  "Sit  down,  yon  need  not  do  your  punishments." 
The  name  was  given  to  the  pnepostor  of  the  form,  and  the  in- 
capable was  Hogged.  T  went  will)  dread  to  take  my  place  in  his 
form.  With  stern  rigour  he  blended  encouragement;  and  each 
Saturday  those  boys  who  had  acquitted  tlieinseivos  well  during 
the  week  were  "  sent  up  for  good."  "To  be  sent  up  for  good" 
was  to  receive  through  the  praepostor  of  the  form  sixpence  in 
the  Lower  School,  and  a  shilling  die  L'pncr;  and  it  becaa^c  almost 
a  regular  income  to  me  to  receive  two  and  three  sh.ilings  a 
week  as  charged  in  the  bills,  "  merit  money."  He  had  never 
spoken  to  mo  since  my  disgrace,  and  if  was  with  astonishment 
I  learned  from  the  prfepostor  on  the  first  Saturday  that  I  was 
"sent  tip  for  good,"  and  was  the  only  one  in  the  form  so  distin- 
guished. 

Some  time  after  my  father  passed  through  Tiu^hy.  and  of  course 
went  to  see  Birch.  I  was  suit  for  into  (lie  parlour,  and  there  my 
dear  and  good  friend  (for  such  he  was  to  Ids  dying  day)  related  to 
my  father  with  tears  in  his  eyes  my  behaviour.  I  had  been 
guiltless  of  Hie  first  often  eo,  which  the  poor  half-idiot  lad  had 
acknowledged  afterwards;  but  dm  belief  of  Kirch  had  been  that 
the  beer  had  been  drugged,  that  Tobacco  had  been  put  into 
it  for  the  purpose  of  intoxicating  the  boy,  without  which  the 
offence  could  scarcely  have  been  considered  n  penal  one,  and  in  hiB 
anger,  which  was  sometimes  hasty,  he  would  not  pause  for  in- 
quiry. I  repeated  the  assurance  of  my  innocence  of  the  fault 
ascribed  tome,  and  with  an  overcharged  heart  expressed  my  con- 
trition for  my  ungrateful  forget  fulness  of  all  his  kindness  to  me.  It 
was  understood  that  lie  forgave  me,  and  T  returned  to  a  better 
sense  of  my  duty.  I  was  afterwards  occasionally,  and  not  unfre- 
quently,  invited  into  the  parlour:  but  the  regular  Sunday  dinners, 
where  1  was  as  one  of  his  family,  were  not  resumed.  I  may 
■fty  with  one  of  Cumberland's  characters,  "Jlv  passions  were  my 
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masters,"  and  even  in  reaching  Hie  -'years  thai  bring  the  philosophic 
mind"  I  have  had  to  continue  (ho  conflict  with  tliem. 

It  -was  in  the  lower  fourth  form  an  incident  occurred  which 
caused  mime,  amusement  in  the  school.  Upon  some  absurd  pro 
fence  a  very  bullying  boy,  by  name  B— — ,  affected  to  take 
umbrage  at  some  words  or  action  (I  remember  wc  could  not  divine 
the  meaning  of  his  irritation)  alleged  by  him  against  myself  and 
another  of  our  house,  J  est  on,  on  which  lie  sent  us  a  challenge  to 
fight  us  both  together  thai  evening,  Being  belli  of  us  of  his  own 
ago  and  size,  ir  seemed  excessively  rid'euhms,  and  in  accepting  his 
cartel  I  told  .Test mi  that  I  would  tight  him  first,  and  if  he  thrashed 
me,  he  should  then  take  his  turn.  Wc  went  after  the  last  evening 
lesson  to  the  ground  appointed,  but  met  no  one.  At  night  B— - 
sent  me  a  note  (we  were  all  in  tho  same  boarding-house)  to  the 
effect  that  on  reflection  he  withdrew  the  challenge  of  fighting  both 
together,  but  that  ho  would  fight  us  one  after  the  other  after  dinner 
the  next  d:ty.  My  answer  informed  him  that  such  had  been  my 
intention,  and  that  we  would  give  him  tho  meeting  in  the  field 
proposed.  The  next  day,  after  I  saw  him  with  his  second  quit 
tho  dinner-table,  I.  rose,  and,  nudging  desfon,  who  stuck  to  his 
mutton,  followed  with  my  second  to  Caldecot's  Close.  We  took 
our  ground  ;  T  w;ts  perfecily  collected,  and  did  not  fear  my  adver- 
sary. Without  the  loast  injury  to  Myself,  in  five  rounds  he  was 
sufficiently  beaten  to  give  in,  and  the  event  made  a  roar  among  the 
boys  at  calling-over,  when  reported  amongst  them.  It  was  an 
attempt  to  bully  which  trios  a  proper  check. 

The  year  1807  saw  a  change,  in  ihe  appointment  of  Dr.  Wooll 
from  Midhurst,  to  tho  headmiistership.     )>r.  Tnglis  had  not  been 

Sopular,  and  the  numbers,  which  had  sunk  considerably  under 
is  later  years,  received  a  very  considerable  accession  soon  after 
Wooll's  inauguration.  T  was  among  the  few  who  regretted  the 
departure  of  luglis,  and  it  is  only  justice  to  his  memory  to  remark 
that  the  preparation  lor  a  lesson  to  be  said  to  him  tasked  tho 
diligence  and  ability  ofhis  si  holars.  lh',  Wooll  was  too  indulgent; 
and  with  such  impunity  could  we  trifle  with  our  work,  that  I  have 
taken  up  my  Sophocles  with  the  leaves  uncut.  Seeing  me  cut  tho 
leaves  in  school,  he  called  mo  ui-  and  dismissed  mo  with  a  re- 
primand. There  was  no  longi  r  the  same  pie-sure  on  my  industry 
to  which  I  had  been  accustomed  inuhrr  Jnghs,  and  in  time  I  became 
so  sensible  of  my  retrogression,  that  1  set  myself  to  work  on  half- 
holidays  or  in  the  evenings  to  make  translations  of  Homer  and 
Virgil  with  such  notes  and  parallel  passages  as  my  boyish  brain 
could  furnish.  Occasionally  1  would  smother  my  fire  with  ashes 
under  tho  grate,  "ignes  suppooiios  oim.-ri  dolose."  to  deceive  the 
servant  as  he  wont  Ins  nightly  rounds  at  fen  o'elock,  get  into  bed 
with  my  clothes  on,  and  when  the  house  was  all  asleep,  would  get 
np,  having  hung  up  cloths  to  prevent  the  light  being  seen  in  my 
window,  and  will-,  strong  tea.  which  1  made  in  my  room,  sit  up  to  a 
lato  hour  wot  king  a1  my  Homer  or  'Georgics.' 
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Dr.  Wooll  was  a  vorv  asrrecuble,  good-natured,  amiable,  pompons 
little  man.  I  think  of  him  with  treat,  roeard  ;  ho  was  very  kind  to 
me,  and  greatly  liked  by  tho  hoys  of  gentlemanly  character.  But 
lie  was  not  a  scholar,  and  tho  pre  fere-nee  given  to'him  by  tho 
Trusteed  In  his  compel  iuon  with  Dr.  IhUlor.  Mii.stei'of  Shrewsbury 
School,  afterwards  liishop  of  Lichfield,  spnke  little  for  their  judg- 
ment. Dr.  Wooll  varied  our  compositions  by  introducing  Lnglish 
verses  once  every  month  ;  be  gave  prizes  for  compositions  in  Latin 
and  English  verse  once  a  year,  and  to  test,  tho  elocutionary  powers 
of  the  fifth  and  sixth  fori  as,  pivcs  also  prizes  for  speaking.  The 
latter  were  inconsiderable,  but  the  novelty  <ruve  interest  to  them. 
One  was  allotted  to  me  for  the  first  seen.:  of  Hotspur  in  the  first 
act  of  Shakespeare's  '  Kinjr  Henry  IV.,'  and  I  was  selected  out  of 
my  place  to  speak  at  the  June  meeting,  in  ttddilion  to  the  twelve 
first  boys.  He  gave  me  the  eloset  scene  in  '  Hamlet,'  with  Skeeles 
as  the  Queen,  and  an  imaginary  ghost.  I  remonstrated  with  him 
upon  the  extreme  diilicuitv  of  such  a  scene,  and  he  silenced  me  by 
saying.  "If  I  had  not  intended  you  to  do  something  extraordinary, 
I  should  not  have  taken  von  out  of  your  place."  liobinson,  Master 
of  the  Temple,  Lord  Ifatherton  (jie  Wal  house),  and  the  late 
Sir  Or.  Ricket.ts  were  the  best  speakers.* 


*  The  following  if 
present  at  the  meetii 

B  copy  of  one  of  the  cards  held  by  an  old   gentleman 

,;,  with  his  t:-i'.:.j:il  unties  of  t:;e  speakers: 

RUGBY  SCHOOL 

TnE  Seoosd  Tuesday-  oh  Juse, 

Latin  Prize  Poem 
English  Prize  Poem 

„..    ,                „                     (Robinson,  Major  (his  own 

■        bhnkspeariis       -     -     -     \    „:n,r,osition).    Excellent. 

(i'.icketts,  Major  (his   own 

_      ,            ,   ,,      ,  .    „'|     composition).             Very 

.     "Pantiles  and  Abradates         pJtl^     and      eliremetlj 

[    well  spoken. 

Micipsa Sallust.     Ld-LA. 

Adam  to  the  Archangel      Milton.     Ld-Lti. 
Electro Sophocles.     Bad. 


Glover.      Tolerable. 

Lord  Cr(iin:ir tie    '.     .     .     Stute  Trials.     Pretty  well. 


,    Crawford        .  Oho. 

,    Turner,  Ma,   .  Leoi 

,    Jiutoher 

,    Walhouse 

,     Suit™,  Ma.    .  -Eneas  1  ....     Viivil.      Capital. 

,    Wratislaw       .  Dido       J 

Skeelos  Queen (Shakespeare. 

M'Cread/.Ma.  Hamlet {   Surprmnghj  tcell  indeed, 

zxcsllertt 


'.    Rickety  Ma..    (Jidipus Sophocl. 

i,  Ma,     Alexander's  least     .    .     P'"' 
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Tiiey  were  prominent  in  (lie  plays,  which  we  got  up  in  a  much 
more  expensive  style  than  in  Dr.  Tnglis's  time,  and  with  great 
completeness.  The  Doctor  chose  to  ignore  our  proceedings,  and 
we  even  obt:v:n:;.l  permission  1o  act  tiieiu  to  :\iidir-in.'es  invited  from 
the  town  ami  neighbourhood.  Our  lirsf.  play  was  'The  Castle 
Spectre,' Robinson  acting  Karl  Osmond,  Walhuuso  Hassan,- It  icketts 
Earl  Percy,  Dickens  (not  the  great  novelist)  Angela,  and  myself 
Motley  and  Earl  Eoginald.  My  father  furnished  us  with  dresses; 
and  the  scenery,  provided  by  suLsci  ipt.ions  among  ourselves,  was 
very  creditable  to  the  artist  powers  of  Walhouse  and  Ricketts, 
with  assistants.  Our  play  the  next  year,  when  Robinson  and 
Ricketts  liad  left  for  tin:  1'nivereities,  was  lir.  Young's  'Revenge,' 
with  the  farce  of 'Two  Strings  to  your  How.'  This  was  acted  in  the 
Doctor's  School;  as  usual,  first,  to  the  boys  on  the  afternoon  of  a 
half- holiday,  and  a  second  time  at  night  to  a  large  invited  assembly, 
among  whom  the  masters  took  their  places.  YValhouse  was  the 
Alonzo  and  I'erditiand  ;  my  parts  were  Zanga  and  Lazarillo.  The 
success  was  "Teat ;  we  were  a'l  much  ruiplu  m.lcd,  and  1  remember 
the  remark  of  a  Mr.  Caldecnt,  reported  to  me,  "  I  .should  be  uneasy 
if  I  saw  a  son  of  mine  play  so  well."  I  had,  however,  no  thought  of 
this  but  as  an  amusement,  and  my  pride  would  have  been  wounded 
if  a  suspicion  had  been  hinted  that,  T  could  regard  it  in  any  other 
light.  The  half-year  closed  with  speeches  before  an  auditory 
consisting  only  of  the  school  and  the  ge.nl.ry  of  the  town.  My 
place  was  the  Inst  among  the  speakers,  and  I  can  now  remember 
the  inward  elation  1  teli  in  marking,  as. I  slowly  rose  up,  tlio  deep 
and  instant  hush  that  went  tbnAightho  whole  assembly;  I  recollect 
the  conscious  pride  1  felt,  as  the  creaking  of  my  shoes  came  audibly 
to  my  cars  whilst.!  delibenuely  advanced  to  my  place  in  the  centre 
of  the  school.  My  speech  was  the  oration  of  Tit  us  Quintius  trans- 
lated from  Livy.  It  was  a  little  triumph  in  its  way,  but  the  last  I 
was  doomed  to  obtain  io  dear  old  Kugby. 

It  was  on  my  return  home  tor  ooo  of  my  Christmas  holidays 
that  in  passing  through  Hirtningham  L  tound  Ihc  manager  of  the 
theatre  there  (which  my  father  had  relinquished  on  entering  on 
his  Manchester  speculation!  lunl  sent,  tickets  for  a  box.  Conceiving 
it  proper  that  the  civility  should  be  acknowledged  bylhe  appear- 
ance of  some  of  our  family,  I  went  with  one  of  my  sisters  and  a 
friend.  '  Richer,  the  I'imaiobiiiist '.'  was  the  large -lettered  attrac- 
tion of  the  playbills.  The  play  was  '  The  Rusy-body,'  very  badly 
acted,  and  the  afier-pioee  a  serious  pantomime  on  the  ballad  of 
'Alonzo  and  Jmogene.'  Richer  represented  the  Enron  "  all  covered 
with  jewels  and  gold,''  and  a  female  porpoise,  rejoicing  in  the  name 
of  Watson,  being  the  manager's  wife,  ungainly  and  tawdry,  was 
the  caricature  of  the  ''  fair  Imogene."  As  if  in  studied  contrast  to 
this  enormous  "  hill  of  llesli,"  a  little  n'.eandnoking  man,  in  shabby 
green  satin  dress  (I  remember  him  Hell),  appeared  as  tho  hero, 
"Alonzo  the  Brave."  ltwas  so  ridiculous  that  the  only  impression 
I  carried  away  was  that  the  hero  and  heroine  were  tho  worst  in 
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the  piece.  How  little  did  1  know,  ov  could  tx.uc.Mi,  that  under  that 
shabby  green  yutin  dress  was  hidden  one  oft  lie  most  extraordinary 
theatrical  geniuses  flint  have  ever  illustrated  the  dramatic  7>oelry 
of  England  [  When,  some  years  afierwurds,  lutblic  enthusiasm  was 
excited  to  the  hi^iiest.  pitch  by  the  aii|ie;>ranee  at  Drury  Lane 
of  an  actor  of  the  name  "I"  Kcan.  my  astonishment  may  easily  he 
conceived  on  discovering  that  tlio  little  insignificant  Alonzo  the 
limvevas  the  emudly  impassioned  persona;  or  of  (Hhello,  Iiichard, 
and  Shy  lock ! 


CHAPTER  II. 

180S-1811.— Father's  pecuniary  difficulties— Removal  from  Rn "by— Father's 
theatrical  t;isli>s  -llolaian,  llendcvsoa.  mi  I  Keinble  in  '  HiiiiiStf'L, '-  -Anecdotes 
of  Mncklin— Letter  from  William  liirch— Visit  to  London— O.P.  riots— 
Actors  of  lite  day--  fjsj'linst  pis  tn  London — Fati'.er  a.  prisoner  for  debt — 
Uniii'i'tuki:  cbai-ije  of  bis  cor.ipany — .Tourney  from  Che.ler  to  Neivrastle — 
Theatrical  season  at  Newest  Ii — Coaiil  n-  theatres.— Father  lessee  of  theatre 
at  Birmingham— Ik'b'.it  at  lSivniin»ham  in  Romeo  (7th  tune.  1810)— 
Lothairin  '  Adelgitiia  ' — Surra!--  -'  '/.:iii<;;i  ' — 'Geor;'e  r.aimyi.dr — Practice  on 

Die  sta^o  of  the  empty  theatre  -Portrait  as   li ■■:  by  Dewilde — O'.tah-ni 

at  the  Opera  House  -F.ii^. itinera,  at  Newcastle  -Acbmct  in  '  Ilarhitrossa ' 
— Osmor.d  in  'Tiie  Casib:  Mpeclio '  —Holla— Holiday  at.  Tynomouth,  practice 
on  the  scadiorc— .Capl  ore  of  a  fish  —  Performance  :it  J  eii'0.-.fer  an  1  Uiraiin.;'- 
ham— Albyo  io  'The  (.'oiuitcss  of  ,-iali.b.ivy,'  Luke  in  -Riches'— Hnrdrkmitc 
in  the  'Wood  Demon  '— LW.li  travelling  of  tiio  period — An  escape  from 
danp;i— l.leath  of  grandfather. 

In  penning  this  record  the  continual  recurrence  of  the  "first 
person"  grates  fi^iinst  my  taste  and  tnclinalion,  but  an  autobio- 
graphy cannot  dispense  with  i's. 

My  views  had  been  to  strive  for  one  of  the  exhibitions  to  help 
me  forward  at  Oxford,  where  a  depoe  would  have  accelerated 
the  period  of  lieiiitr  called  to  the  Jlar.  But  it  was  otherwise 
decreed.  My  father,  who  had  accumulated  a  little  property  in  1hc 
Funds  by  his  successful  i  tin  nape  men  t  of  the  Birmimrhani,  hfheli'iekl, 
Newcastle,  find  other  theatres,  outbid  bis  competi;ors  for  the  lease 
of  the  new  Manchester  Theatre,  recently  buiii,  the  expense  attend- 
ing which,  its  pain  tin;:,  furniture,  and  complete  tilt  oil' up,  swallowed 
the  whole  of  1 1 is  investment.  A  partner  who  could  not  fulfil 
the.  conditions  of  bis  oenlrttcl  added  to  bis  embarrassment,  and  a 
disastrous  season  left  bim  minus  to  a  very  coi.siderahle  amount. 
On  my  return  heme  for  the  holidays  of  the  winter,  18f?8-{J,  I  was 
not  apprised  of  the  diilieulties  under  which  my  father  was  labouring. 
lie-  was  a  man  of  a  very  sanguine  temperament,  and  clung  to  hope 
till  affairs  became  desperate.  This  was  made  known  to  me  in  a 
very  painful  way.    I  had  given  offence — 1  cannot  remember  in 
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what  way,  but  I  recollect  that  I  did  not  conceive  myself  to  blame. 
Chiefly  owing  to  the  interposition  of  the  lady  (hen  staying  in  our 
house,  my  father  inflated  a  severe  punishment  upon  me,  which  I 
conceived  unmerited,  and  T  look  the  truant  hoy's  resolution  to 
leave  my  home.  Through  toy  sisters  this  became  known  to  the 
lady  alluded  to,  and  she  tool;  occasion  to  talk  to  me— to  remon- 
strate with  me,  informing  me  of  the  desperate  state  of  my  fathers 
affairs,  and  of  his  inability  to  pay  my  hills  at  Rugby  for  the  last 
half-year.  I  was  determined  not  to  go  bad;  in  liugby  under  such 
circumstances.  "What  then  was  to  ho  dene  ?  Would  not  my  going 
on  the  stage  relieve  my  father  from  the  further  expense  of  my  edu- 
cation? My  expectations  did  oof.  go  beyond  ibis  result.  The  extra- 
vagant views,  however,  of  my  counsellor  looked  to  another  Youug 
Roscius/ifroi't  (Hieing  not,  yet  si\tecn  years  of  aire),  and  speculated 
on  a  rapid  fortune!  f  bad  neither  the  vanity  nor  tlie  lolly  to  enter- 
tain for  one  instant  such  ideas  ;  but  if  I  could  lighten  the  load  then 
pressing  on  my  father  by  foregoing  the  cost,  of  my  education,  and 
could  aid  him  by  my  co-operation,  tbat  I  was  willing  and  ready  to 
do.  She  advised  me  to  go  at  once  to  my  fit  her,  then  at  the  theatre 
about  a  mile  distant,  make  my  peace  with,  him,  and  propose  this 
alternative  to  him.  T  fancy  she  bad  prepared  bioi  for  it,  in  signify- 
ing her  intention  to  speak  to  nie  on  the  subject. 

I  found  him  in  his  private  room  in  the  theatre,  and  expressing 
my  regret  for  having  offended  him,  stated  my  wish,  as  my  bills  at 
Itughy  could  not  be  paid,  to  take  up  the  stage  as  a  profession. 
He  made  a  slight  demur  to  the.  proposal,  intimating  tbat  Mr. 
Birch  would  arrange  for  the  non-payment,  of  I  ho -hills — tbat  it  had 
been  the  wish  of  bis  life  to  see  meat  the  1'ar,  but  that  if  it  was  my 
real  wish  to  go  upon  the  stage,  it  would  be  useless  for  hira  to 
oppose  it,  I  gave  him  to  understand  that  my  mind  was  made  up, 
and  the  die  was  cast.  I  was  not  then  aware  of  the  distance 
between  the  two  sbiiting--poinls  of  life.  My  father  was  impressive 
in  his  convictions  that  the  stage  was  a  gentlemanly  profession. 
JTy  experience  has  taught  toe  that  whilst  the  law,  the  church,  the 
army,  and  navy  give  a  man  the  rank  of  a  gentleman,  on  the  stage 
that  designation  must  be  obtained  in  society  (though  the  law  and 
the  Court  decline  to  recognise  it.)  by  the  individual  bearing.  In 
other  callings  the  profession  confers  dignity  on  tlie  initiated,  on 
the  stage  the  player  must  eomributo  respect  to  the  exercise  of  his 
art.  This  truth,  experienced  too  late,  has  given  occasion  to  many 
moments  of  depression,  many  angry  swellings  of  tlie  heart,  many 
painful  convictions  of  the  uncertainty  of  my  position.  I  was  not 
aware,  in  taking  it,  that  this  step  in  lite  was  a  descent  from  that 
eepiality  in  which  I.  bad  felt  myself  to  stand  with  those  of  family 
and  fortune  whom  our  education  had  made  my  companions.  I 
bad  to  live  to  leamfliai  an  ignorant  officer  could  refuse  the  satis- 
faction of  a  gentleman  on  tlie  ground  that  his  appellant  was  a  player, 
and  that,  whilst  any  of  those  above-named  vocations,  whatever  the 
private  character,  might   be  received  at  Court,  the  privilege  of 
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appearing  in  the  sacred  procliscls  was  loo  exclusive  fur  any,  how- 
ever distinguished,  on  the  stage.  In  giving  once  a  very  liberal  sub- 
scription to  a  charity,  Macklin  was  asked  wiiat  name  was  to  be  placed 
before  it.  "  Why,"'  be  replied,  '■  according  to  law  I  believe  it  should 
be  'Charles  Macklin,  vagabond,'  but  yon  may  enter  it  by  courtesy, 
'0.  Macklin,  Esq."'  Molitre  and  Shakespeare,  as  stage-players, 
would  have  come  within  the  Knglish  law's  category  of  "  vagabonde  !" 

tint  at  the  early  ago  of  sixteen  my  lot  was  decided,  and  hence- 
forward my  resolve  was  taken  to  do  (he  best  I  could  with  the 
means  presented  lo  mo.  Sly  kind  fiii  nil  ISirch  undertook  to  pay 
the  Rugby  bills,  exceeding  £!.(>.>.  Jly  brother  Kdward,  younger 
than  myself  by  live  years,  continued  his  studies  al  a  day-school  at 
Manchester,  whilst  I,  making  myself  as  useful  as  I  could  to  my 
father  in.  his  struggle  through  the  remainder  of  his  i  heal  rical  season, 
divided  tho  time  at  my  disposal  Isat.wocu  occasional  snatches  of 
work  at  my  old  classic-  authors,  taking  lessons  in  fencing,  and 
getting  by  heart  the  words  of  such  youthful  characters  in  the  drama 
as  would  seem  most  likely  to  suit  my  age  and  powers,  I  have  had 
reason  to  question  the  judgment  of  my  father  in  much,  that  he 
would  recommend  and  insist  upon  in  my  preparation  for  the  stage. 
With  a  certain  amount  of  cleverness,  his  notions  and  tastes  were 
what  I  may  call  too  "  stagey"'  to  arouse  or  nurse  the  originality  ot 
afirst-rato  actor.  He  referred  always  io  what  he  had  seen,  and 
cited  the  manner  in  which  past  celebrities  would  deliver  particular 
passages.  Among  dramatic  poets  his  preference  ran  rather  to 
Otway,  Tcowe,  Ac,  than  to  Shakespeare,  anil  in  alter  life  I  had  in 
consequence  tho  difficult  task  of  unlearning  much  that  was  im- 
pressed on.  me  in  my  boyish  days.  Among  players  his  models  of 
excellence  in  their  particular  walks  were  ."Mackihi  and  Henderson, 
the  theatrical  Titans  to  whoso  remote  grandeur  he  looked  back 
with  confident  veneration.  He  held  with  high  esteem  Kemble,  and 
even  Pope  and  Holman,  with  whom  he  was  contemporary;  but 
Macklin  and  Henderson,  who  had  been  the  admiration  of  his 
early  youth,  held  the  foremost  rank  in  his  estimation.  He  had 
acted  the  part  of  Horatio  in  the  Dublin  Theatre  three  times  in  ono 
week  with  three  different  Hamlets— Holman,  Kemble,  and  Hender- 
son—and with  all  the  personal  advantages  of  the  two  former,  he 
regarded  Henderson  as.  imii'.ea.suinh'y  their  superior.  A  criticism 
in  one  of  the  papers  of  the  day  distinguished  the  throe;  Holman 
as  Hamlet;  Kemble,  Prince  Hamlet;  and  Henderson,  Hamlet 
Prince  of  Denmark.  His  career  was  short,  but  from  the  testimony  of 
those  who  witnessed  bis  performances,  be  must  have  been  a  worthy 
successor  of  Garrick,  and  indisputably  pre-eminent  in  the  charac- 
ters of  Hamlet,  Iago,  Falstaff,  Shylock,  Benedict,  &c. 

Macklin,  whose  personation  of  Shylock  to  its  true  reading  had 
elicited  the  impromptu  of  Tope,  l;  This  is  the  .lew  that  Shakespeare 
drew,"  was  my  father's  theatrical  oracle.  His  portrait  hung  over 
the  fireplace  of  our  little  dining-room,  with  the  inscription,  "Charles 
BLacklin,   aged   93."     In   some    of  his   visits   to   Dublin   lie    had 
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instructed  my  rather  in  the  part  of  Egorton  in  his  comedy  of  the 
'  Ulan  of  the  World  ;'  and  on  tin;  oc^-n^Euii  of  his  hist  benefit  there 
be  sent  for  his  pupil  from  Water  lord  (where  my  father  was  playing) 
to  act  Egerfon. 

It  was  said  of  him  that  at  nineteen  lie  could  not  read.  It  is 
however  certain  that  he  was  servant,  similar  to  what  at  Oxford  is 
called  a  "  scout,"  at  Trinity  College,  I  hiblin.  The  custom  was  for 
these  servants  to  wait  it]  the  courts  of  the  college  in  attendance  on 
the  calls  of  the  students.  To  every  shout  of  "Toy!"  the  scout, 
first  in  turn,  replied,  "  What  number  V"  and  ou  its  announcement 
went  u p  to  the  room  denoted,  for  his  orders.  After  Macklin.  by 
his  persevering  iuduMiy.  Imd  ^allied  acraic  as  author  and  actor,  in 
one  of  his  engagements  at  the  Dublin  Theatre  some  unruly  young 
men  caused  a  dislurbance,  when  Macklin  in  very  proper  terms 
rebuked  them  for  their  indeeent  behaviour.  The  audience  aplauded ; 
but  one  of  the  victors,  thinking  to  put:  him  down  by  reference  to 
his  early  low  condition,  with  contemptuous  bitterness  shouted  out 
"Coy!  "  Poor  Macklin  for  a  moment  lost  his  presence  of  mind,  but 
recollecting  hiiuseli'.  modestly  stepped  forward,  and  with  manly 
complaeoiicy  responded,  "  What  number?"  it  is  .unnecessary  to 
add  that  the  plaudits  of  the  house  fully  avenged  him  on  the 
brutality  of  his  insitlters. 

His  manner  was  generally  harsh,  as  indeed  was  his  countenance. 
So  much  so  that  on  some  one  speaking  to  Quin  of  the  "strong 
lilies"  of  Macklin's  face,  he  cut.  short  his  remarks  with,  "The 
lines  of  his  face,  sir?  You  mean  the  cordage.''  My  father  has 
described  to  me  bis  mode  of  speaking  to  the  players  at  rehearsal. 
There  was  good  advice,  though  conveyed  in  Li.s  grnff  voice  and 
imperious  tone.  "Look  at  me,  sir,  look  at  roe  !  Keep  your  eye 
fixed  on  me  when  I  am  sneaking  to  you  !  Attention  is  always  fixed; 
if  you  take  your  eye  from  me  you  rob  the  audience  of  my  effects, 
and  you  rob  me  of  their  applause  !"--  a  precept  I  never  forgot, 
and  to  which  T  have  been  much  indebted. 

After  he  had  left  the  stage,  which  the  utter  loss  of  memory 
compelled  him  to  do,  my  lather  paid  him  a  visit  in  London,  and 
his  account  of  it  gave  curious  evidence  of  an  inveterate  prejudice 
surviving  the  decay  of  physical  and  intellectual  power.  The  old 
man,  with  lack-lustre  eye,  was  sitting  in  his  avai-chair  unconscious 
of  any  one  being  present,  till  Mrs.  Macklin  addressed  him.  "My 
dear,  hero  is  Mr.  Mucrciuly  come,  to  see  you."  "Who?"  said 
Macklin.  "Mr.  Idacrcady,  my  dear."  "  IJa  '.  who  is  he?"  "Mr. 
Macrcady,  you  know,  who  uetir.  to  Imb'dn  so  a.et  for  your  benefit." 
"Ha!  my  benefit.-  what:  was  it V  what  did  he  act?"  "I  acted 
TCgertou.  sir,''  said  mv  father,  "  in  your  own  plav."  "  TTa  '■  my  plav  ? 
whatrwas  it  ?"  "'The  Man  of  the  World,' sir."  "Ha,  'Man  of  the 
World!'  Devilish  good  title  1  Who  wrote  itr1"  "You  did,  sir." 
"Did  I?     Well!    What  was  it  about?"     "Why,  sir,  there  was  a 

Scotchman ' "  Ah  A n  them!"    My  father  finding  it  useless 

to  prolong  this  last  interview  with  his  old  preceptor,  took  his  leave. 
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The  weeks  between  Chi  i^lmas  and  Midsummer  drilled  their 
slow  length  olong,  and  a  miserable  period  it  was.  My  pour  father, 
in  frequent  anpre.liEntion  of  wrest,  was  from  time  to  time  obliged 
to  absent  himself,  and  to  study  modes  of  conceal  ohm  it  whilst  taking 
measures  (at.  that  time  necessary,  from  the  state  of  the  law)  to 
make  himself  a  dealer  in  -roods,  in  order  to  [>uss  through  the  Court 
of  Bankruptcy.  By  the  kind,  aid  of  fri-nds  no  was  enabled  eventually 
to  acf-onijilisli  this;  in  tiie  meanwhile  his  lvleaso  from  tho  Man- 
chester Theatre  was  obtained  by  the  sacrifice  of  all  the  valuable 
property  he  had  placed  in  it,  and  an  additional  iHWO  {laid  by  his 
securities,  niy  grand  la  iber  and  uncle. 

lie  lore  the  close  of  the  theatre,  Mr.  John  1'aweeit,  an  excellent 
comic  actor,  a  man  very  mtieli  rcspecled,  and  an  old  friend  of  my 
father,  came  down  to  fulfil  e:ip-i;;o  merits  with  htm  at  the  Man- 
chester and  Newcastle  Theatres.  During  bis  performances  at 
Manchester  be  was  our  guest,  and  iti  discoursing  oil  the  subject  of 
my  adoption  of  the  player's  profession,  be  most,  kindly  urged  the 
adVisability  of  my  seeing  the  iirst  actors  of  the  day,  of  my  learn- 
ing to  fence  from  tho  best  masters;  and  very  kindly  Rave  me  an 
invitation  to  spend  some  weeks  at  bis  bouse  in  London  for  this 
purpose.  At  the  close  of  bis  ^binehostor  engagement  I  travelled 
with  him  to  Xewcast.le-on-Tyne,  where  he  acted  during  tho  race- 
week,  and  where  1  was  commissioned  by  my  lather  to  overlook  the 
course  of  affairs  during  a  short  summer  season,  in  fact  to  be  the 
deputed  manager.  It  was  hero  1  received  the  following  letter 
from  my  relative  and  friend,  William  Birch  : 

"To  W.  C.  Mackeadv,  Hsj.  Kewcastle-on-Tyns. 
•'  Dear  Sib,  Rugby,  August  6th,  1809. 

"Having  soon  in  the  pape?rs  your  father's  addrc-s  to  tin;  Manchester 
titidience  on  his  rehuTuLaiag  that  ineatrc,  1  cannot  retrain  from  writing  to 
express  my  sincere  concern,  ami  to  add  th.it  any  act  of  iVieri'isliip  as  tin-  as 
lies  in  my  power  shall  gladly  ho  operated.  In  the  iirst  place  I  beg  you  to 
accept  this  Idler  as  a  receipt  in  fall  for  my  demands  npmi  yon,  and  for  all  the 
bills*  which  I  sen!,  in  oil  yours  and  your  1.  nil  hoi's  aocoant  ;  and  I  a  in  gliul  it  is 
at  all  in  my  power  to  relieve  Mr.  Macread;  fruni  thai  burden.  I  wish  also  to 
know  whether  I  or  any  of  my  brothers  con  Id  be  of  service  to  your  younger 
brother  in  any  mode,  or  to  your  sisters.  Whatever  your  father  may  point  out 
I  will  endeavour  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  to  accomplish.  Your  friend 
Jeston  called  hero  last  week,  and  surprise;!  i»c  wita  the  account  of  your  being 
manager  of  a  theatre,  for  which  your  age  seemed  not.  yet.  sufficient  ;  but  your 
liesire  to  assist  your  i'afker,  which  I  hnd  from  .leston  was  the  reason  of  your 
ni'opthlg  your  present,  proihssiiui,  gives  von  power,  which  1  ardently  hope  will 
bring  you  the  rewards  of  success,  and  I  esteem  your  character  highly  for 
everting  your.elf  in  one  of  the  iirst  of  all  virtues,  filial  nhection.  I  beg  you 
will  communicate  to  your  father,  with  my  kindest  regards,  my  wish  to  be  in 
some  degree  serviceable  to  him  and  to  his  family,  and  if  I  knew  where  to 
direct  to  him,  I  would  address  him  ;  and  shall  he  most  happy  to  hear  from 

*  Considerably  above  £100. 
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Mm.  explain  in"  liis  views  witti  respect,  to  Yen  and  the  rot  of  Ike  family.  My 
wife  unites  will,  me  in  sinters  regards.  William  has  sailed  again  to  India. 
Mary  is  tolerably  well. 


I  remained  hereabout  two  months,  no!  deriving  much  advanl age, 
though  some  experience,  from  the  society  of  some-  of  the  players, 
and  falling  desperately  in  love  with  one  of  the  actresses— no  im- 
probable consequence  of  Ihenngua.rded  situation  of  a  boy  of  sixteen. 
The  theatre  being  closed,  I  went  c.-n  a  nnsl  tearful  journey  ("Iliad 
left  my  dear  Pliillia  behind '")  to  meet,  alter  tin:  sale  of  our  house- 
furniture,  my  father  at  Birmingham,  where  ilie  greatest  sympathy 
was  shown  with  his  misfortunes.  The  manager  of  tho  theatre 
there  took  advantage  of  the  public  feeling,  and  made  an  engage- 
ment with  him  for  a  few  nights'  performances,  which  were  extremely 
well  attended ;  but  the  night  of  his  br-nefit  was  olio  that  returned 
a  receipt  never  before  known  there.  Not  only  was  every  place 
occupied,  but  very  many  son!;  presents,  and  from  one  club  apurse 
was  made  by  every  member  paying  a  gu'nea  for  his  ticket.  This 
happy  circumstance  placing  him  in  present  funds,  lie  left  Birming- 
ham, accompanied  by  me,  on  his  route  to  Leicester.  Here  we 
parted  for  a  time,  he  remaining  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  theatre, 
and  I  taking  the  coach  to  London  to  pay  my  vis.it  to  my  father's 
friend,  Mr.  Fawcett.  My  reception  was  most  friendly,  though  tho 
recollection  lias  not  escaped  mi;  of  the  awkwardness  and  loneliness 
I  felt  for  the  first  time  among  strangers,  wlio  in  their  frank  hos- 
pitality soon  ceased  to  be  so. 

I  reached  London,  September  H-Oi',  tho  day  after  the  opening  of 
the  New  Coven t  (.Jar den  Tiieatro,  which,  to  the  wonder  of  tho 
time,  had  been  built  in  a  year  from  the  date  of  (.he  destruction  of 
the  old  one.  My  father's  command  that,  from  the  danger  of  be- 
coming an  imitator,  T  should  not:  see  John  Kemble  act,  proved 
unnecessary,-  for  the  O.P.  riots,  which  nightly  drowned  the  voices 
of  the  players,  prevented  his  and  Mrs.  Siddons'  appearance.  A 
little  disturbance  bad  been  anticipated  on  account,  of  the  prices 
being  raised  from  S-ix  shillings  to  seven  shillings  in  the  boxes,  and 
from  three  shillings  to  four  shillings  in  the  pit:  but  the  proprietors 
of  the  theatre  too  confidently  relied  on  the  beauty  and  splendour 
of  the  edifice  reconciling  the  public  to  the  advance.  The  spirit  of 
resistance  was,  however,  persevering  and  indomitable.  Afterthree 
or  four  weeks  the  tumult  became  so  lar  lulled  that  tho  three  first 
acts  of  each  performance  were  listened  to  by  the  scanty  audiences 
that  attended;  but  at  half-price  tho  well-organised  opposition 
rushing  in,  began  the  O.P.  dance  on  the  benches  of  the  pit,  and 
not  one  syllable  more  was  to  he  heard.  The  scenes  presented  by 
the  acting  audience,  and  the  "hubbub  wild"  that  deafened  the  car, 
baffle  description.  Some  of  the  lending  pugilists  of  the  day  were 
franked  into  the  boxes,  to  champion  the  cause  of  tho  proprietors 
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where  the  mslee  might  he  thickest.  Horns,  catcalls,  and  all 
imaginable  discordant  sounds  were  mingled  in  the  vast  uproar.  I 
was  a  frequent  visitor,  my  name  being  put  upon  the  free-list,   and 

had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  Coulee.  Young.  C.  Kemblc,  Murden, 
Fawcctt,  Emery,  Listen,  and  other  first  rate  performers,  for  three 
acts  each  night,  bnf  soon  jrr-w  iired  of  :he  eternal  din,  that  became 
one  same  barbarian  yell.  Thin  continued  for  some  months,  until 
the  menaced  ruin  of  the  esiablishment  induced  the  proprietors  to 
come  to  an  agreement  with  the  sclf-insf ailed  representatives  of  the 
public,  and  a  pacification  was  ratified  on  terms  of  mutual  conces- 
sion. Seven  shillings  for  the  boxes  were  conceded  by  the  insurgents, 
and  three-and-si_\  pence  was  yielded  to  them  us  the  price  of  admis- 
sion to  the  pit.  The  Di  my  Tame  Company  mean  while,  who  had 
been  burned  out,  of  their  theatre,  profited  largely  by  this  interrup- 
tion of  the  Covev-t  Cardeii  perie.rmam.es,  I  laviia:  opened  the  Lyceum, 
which  was  nightly  filled  by  those  who  wished  to  sec  plays  acted.  I 
was  a  frequent  auditor,  my  business  being  to  see  as  much  good 
acting  as  1  could.  Klliston  had  taken  liie  Surrey  Theatre,  whero 
the  law  allowed  him  to  perform  only  hmleltas,  and  hero  I  saw  him 
act  Macbeth  as  a  pantomime,  and  Captain  Sine-heath  in  'Tho 
-  Beggars'  Opera,'  the  words  of  Cay  thrown  into  jingling  rhyme. 
Every  morning  before  breakfast  my  walk  was  from  Thorn.ba.ugh 
Street  to  the  Albany  to  take  lessons  in  fencing  from  Angclo;  and  I 
certainly  was  industrious  in  my  endeavour  to  acquire  grace  and 
skill  in  the  use  of  the  small-sword.  J  became  attainted  with 
Morion,  lieynolds,  Theodore  Hook,  and  "Vernon,  since  known  for 
tho  gift  of  his  splendid  gallery  of  pictures  to  the  nation.  Tom 
Sheridan  I  also  mot  in  the  park,  and  recollect,  his  handsome,  sickly- 
face,  and  lively,  gooddiumo'irod  manner.  My  evenings  were  given 
regularly  to  some  theatre,  and  my  early  mornings  as  regularly  to 
Angelo.  The  25th  of  October  was  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
George  III.'s  accession,  and  a  popular  demensirat  ion  was  got  up  for 
tho  Jubilee,  as  it  was  termed,  with  Illuminations,  to  divert,  it  was 
said,  the  public  attention  from  the  embarrassed  ,«tate  of  political 
affairs.  On  that  occasion  there  was  a,  gas  star  before  one  of  tho 
houses  in  Pall  Mall,  which  reiig-h1vdli.se]  I'  as  I  lie  wind  every  now  and 
then  partially  blew  out  some  of  its  jets.  This  was,  I  think,  the  first 
public  experiment  of  gas  ;  and  it  was  a  very  general  opinion  that 
it  never  could  lie  rendered  serviceable,  blow  frequently  have  the 
predictions  of  prejudice,  and  ignorance  been  falsified  by  science  ! 

My  visit,  from  which  I  derived  considerable  benefit,  being 
ended,  T  returned  to  Leicester,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Manchester, 
where  by  appointment  i  rejoined  my  father.  "We  slept  at  the 
'  Ifi.'idgewaier  .Arms'  ihat  night,  and  the  nest  day  late  in  the 
afternoon  I  went  with  him  to  the  house  of  the  sheriff's  officer,  to 
whom  ho  was  to  surrender  himself.  When  T  found  him  actually  a 
prisoner,  my  fortitude  gave  way,  and  1  burst  out  into  tears.  Be 
bad  evidently  a  struggle  to  c-idJeet  himself,  but  he  did  so,  saying, 
"There  is  nothing  1  cannot  bear  hut  compassion.     If  you  cannot 


Hcsled  by  GOOgk 


2S  MacrcaJifs  Tieinhikcciices.  Chap.  IL 

command  yourself,  go  away."  I  remained,  with  him  whilst  it  was 
permitted,  ami  the  next,  morning  lie  went  with  the  officer  to  his 
sad  prison,  Lancaster  Castle,  and  I  with  no  loss  heavy  a  heart  to 
take  charge  of  the  company  of  players  still  in  his  service  at  Chester. 
I  was  hut  sixteen  years  old,  and  "the  world  was  all  before  me." 
My  lodgings  were  not  iincomiorlable,  but  my  situation  was  very 
dreary.  I  was  quite  alone,  and  every  performer  in  the  theatre,  of 
which  I  now  entered  on  the  direct  ion,  was  a  si  ranger  to  me;  and 
what  aggravated  the  difficulty  of  my  undertaking,  several  were  in 
a  state  of  mutiny,  'heir  salaries  being  considerably  in  arrear.  The 
slovenly  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  theatre  was  earned 
on  by  the  persons  in  office  was  apparent  to  me  in  the  play  I 
saw  represented  the  night,  of  my  arrival.  I  was  surprised  and 
vexed  to  find  that  it  was  a  novelty  .of  some  interest  put  forward 
without  notice  or  duo  |  j  re  pa  ration — '  The  Foundling  of  the  Forest,' 
which  had  been  an  attraction  through  the  summer  at  the  ITay- 
markot  Theatre.  I  enforced  more  alienlion  at  the  rehearsals; 
announced  a  piece  upon  the  subject  of  the  late. jubilee,  which 
excited  curiosity,  and  was  attractive;  received  what  were  called 
"bespeaks  "  from  J  iord  Grosvonor  and  Egcrton.  the  member  for  the 
city  opposed  to  him,  which  were  crowded  houses;  but  when  I  had 
cleared  off  most,  of  the  claim-;  upon  the  concern,  the  proprietors  put 
in  an  execution  for  the  remainder  ol'reul  due,  and  I  was  at  my  wits' 
end.  I  wrote  to  friends  for  the  loan  id' what  money  iliey  could  afford 
me,  and  having  cor.oi'.iated  the  good-will  of  some  of  the  best  among 
the  actors,  I  was  enabled  to  discharge  the  rent,  pay  off  the  salaries 
in  arrear,  and  at,  the  close  of  the  theatre  pursue  my  journey  with 
three  of  the  company  in  a  post-chaise  to  Nowcaslte-on-Tyne. 
The  money  I  had  been  able  to  provide  was  nicely  calculated  to 
carry  us  through.  It  was  the  week  l-.efi.ini  I  'hri-iruas,  and  regular 
December  weather.  JVJy  hopes  of  relief  fro  in  the  obligations  which 
still  embarrassed  me,  and  of  raising  the  credit  of  my  father's 
theatres,  rested  on  the  approaching  season  at  Newcastle,  My 
whole  dependence  was  there.  The  best  performers  from  Chester 
wero  to  meet  there  the  elite  of  the  Jjticester  troop,  and  together 
would  form  a  very  good  provincial  company. 

We  left  Chester,  where  T  had  learned  my  first  lesson  of  the 
world's  difficulties,  on  Christmas  live,  and,  with  four  in  a  chaise 
and  luggage,  could  not  expect:  in  winter  roads  to  move  on  very 
expeditiously.  Travelling  all  night  we  reached  though,  a  smail 
town  on  tho  wild  borders  of  "  West  mo  re!  and,  about  noon  on 
Christmas  Ikiy,  where  we  stopped  to  lunch.  Here  I  gave  our  last 
£j  Bank  of  England  note  to  pay  the  post  boy  who  had  brought  us 
from  Sedhergh.  To  our  utter  dismay  the  landlord  entered  the 
room  with  the  note  in  bis  hand  to  inform  us  he  did  not  like  the 
look  of  it,  that  he  therefore  demurred  to  give  ciiange  for  it,  and 
that  he  could  not  send  us  forward,  from  the  state  of  the  roads, 
without  four  horses]  Here  was  a  dead  lock!  all  my  cherished 
hopes  endangered,  if  nut   ruined,  unless  T   reached  Newcastle  in 
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good,  time  on  the  morrow,  nml  lifw  to  get  there  or  send  nearly  170 
miles  was  a  perplexity  which  in  a  very  disti-e-sod  slate  of  mind 
wc  had  to  deliberate  upon.  My  position,  if  I  could  not  reach 
Newcastle-  in  lir-.ie,  must  Lave  boon  deplorable.  "We  sent  for  the 
landlord  ;  lie  was  not.  within,  having  gone  up  to  liis  farm!  Time 
began  to  press,  for  it  was  aln-;uly  ei  iilent  we  could  not  under  any 
circumstances  reach  Newcastle  that  night :  but  what  means  of 
extrication  were  there  ?  My  watch  had  In  en  left,  at  Chester  to  ckc 
out  the  n  cud  fill  amount  for  this  journey.  Those  of  my  tliree  com- 
p-.ujnoiisde  voi/ar/o  were  hud  on  the  table,  and  Hie  landlord,  who  had 
returned,  was  once  more  summoned.  I  gave  him  what  references 
of  respectability  I  could,  and,  finding  him  immovable  in  his  refusal 
to  send  us  on  without  four  horses,  we  submitted  to  this  extra 
charge  on  condition  ho  would  advance  three  pounds  upon  the 
watches  and  give  change  for  the  five-pound  note.  After  some 
hesitation  he  yielded  :  the  post-hoy  was  paid,  the  four  horses  were 
put  to,  and  the  postillions  char-veal  to  instruct  the  innkeeper  at  tho 
next  stage  to  forward  us  with  a  pair.  The  crew  with  a  flowing 
sheet  sailing  "Away  from  the  I'ay  of  Biscay,  O,"  could  scarcely 
have  felt  greater  relief  than  we  did  in  finding  ourselves  in  full 
gallop  from  what  lied,  threatened  to  he  our  prison  in  lirough.  "U'c 
gave  tliree  cheers  as  we  cleared  the  dreary  little  town,  and  on 
reaching  Durham  late  in  the  evening  found  our  funds  just  equal 
to  the  payment  of  the  chaise  thai,  lauded  us  there.  Being  well 
known  here,  there  was  no  stint  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  good  supper 
and  good  beds,  the  bill  for  which  f  took  with  me  to  Newcastle 
betimes  the  next,  mo  mine.-,  obfair.hig  cash  iron:  the  treasurer  of  the 
theatre  to  remit  the  full  discharge  of  all  to  our  obliging  host  of  the 
Wheatsheaf. 

The  event  of  the  season  at  Newcastle  did  not.  disappoint,  me. 
The  company  was  very  superior  to  tho  average  of  provincial 
theatres.  1'oor  Conway,  then  a  very  handsome  young  man,  with  a 
good  voice,  great  ardour  iu  the  study  of  his  art.  and  evincing  very 
considerable  promise,  was  its  hero,  performing  Hamlet,  Othello, 
.lamer,  &c.,  to  good  houses.  The  new  play  of  'The  Foundling 
of  the  Forest,'  got  up  with  new  scenery,  &e.,  under  my  most 
careful  superintendence,  was  an  attraction  lor  many  nights.  'The 
Jubilee,'  '  Macbeth  '  us  a  pantomime  (i'-rrh  pi'.t/i,;- 1),  '  Valentine  and 
Orson,'  &e,.  added  to  our  receipts,  enabling  me  to  remit  regularly 
three  pounds  each  week-  to  my  father  in  Ills  melancholy  duress  at, 
Lancaster.  A  little  before  the  close  of  the  season  in  the  spring  ho 
obtained  with  his  release  his  certificate,  of  bankruptcy,  with  most 
complimentary  tostiiieations  to  his  uprightness  and  liberality. 

It  was  at  Birmingham  that  the  commission  of  his  bankruptcy 
was  taken  out,  ami  at  one  of  the.  meetings,  on  the  question  being 
put  of  what  should  be  done  with  his  plate  (among  which  was  a 
handsome  vase  presented  to  him  for  his  aid  to  the  Birmingham 
General  Hospital;,  George  freer,  a  principal  creditor,  stood  up  and 
said,  "  If  they  took  Macready's  plate,  h;:  should  instantly  propose 
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a  subscription  for  a  new  service  to  him;"  on  which  it  was 
unanimously  voted  tlin.t  his  plate  mid  other  personal  properties 
sh'iul'!  lie  relumed  to  him. 

Tji  the-  early  part  of  (.he  season  a  person  imposed  on  me,  by  the 
name  of  "  Harris,  in,''  Hie  belief  that  hi;  was  the  great  concert  singer 
of  that  day,  and  I  very  gladly  engaged  him  to  sing  a  certain 
number  of  songs  on  a  particular  evening.  His  name  was  posted  in 
the  formidable-  large  letters  of  the-  playbills,  and  thcro  was  an 
attendance  eager  t.o  see  and  hem-  the  famous  tenor  of  the  Ancient 
Concerts;  but,  in  proportion  to  my  satisfaction  a!,  the  appearance 
of  the  audience,  was  my  horror  and  dismay  at  seeing  the  fellow  go 
on  the  stage  in  a  pair  of  while  duck  trousers  (it  was  winter),  a, 
chapean-bras  under  his  arm,  and  with  an  unsteadiness  of  deport- 
ment that  showed  lie  bad  been  saeriib'ing  much  mere  liberally  to 
Ttaeolius  than  to  Apollo,  Tiefore  he  hud  got  through  his  first  song 
the  hissing  began,  and  a  chorus  of  lion  tings  responded  to  bis 
unsteady  attempts  to  bow  himself  off.  I  sent  on  llie  stage- 
manager  to  state  the  fraud  that  had  beuu  practised  on  me,  and  to 
make  the  tender  to  the  dissatisfied  of  the  return  of  their  admis- 
sion-money. Few  took  advantage  of  it ;  therefore  the  next  morn- 
ing, having  reduced  the  receipt  of  the  night  to  lhat  of  the  lowest 
average  of  the  season.  I  sent  the  surplus  with  a  note  to  the  General 
Hospital,  declining  on  the  pari:  of  the  management  to  profit  by  tho 
imposition.  On  another  occasion  T  was  llireatcued  with  a  challenge 
for  having,  in  ray  capacity  as  manager,  forcibly  removed  a  young 
man  from  the  boxes  who,  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  was  disturbing 
the  audience. 

Omnia  mv.Hriti'.r  is  a  familiar  proverb  of  the  oldest  philosophy. 
Ill  this  world  of  changes  the  theatrical  calling  lias  undergone 
revolutions  as  complete  as  (hose  of  science  or  religion.  "Witness 
the  difference  between,  the  present  state  of  the  stage  and  its  con- 
dition when  I  entered  on  it.  At  that  time  a  theatre  was  considered 
indispensable  in  towns  of  very  scanty  populations.  The  prices  of 
admission  varied  from  5;.,  4s.,  or  ?,:.  to  boxes ;  2s.  (W.or  2s.  to  pit;  and 
Is.  to  gallery.  A  sufficient  number  of  theatres  were  united  in  what 
was  called  a  circuit,  to  occupy  a  company  during  t  lie  whole,  year,  so 
that  a  respectable  player  could  calculate  upon  his  weekly  salary, 
without  default,  from  year's  end  to  year's  end  ;  and  the  circuits, 
such  as  those  of  Norwich,  York,  Hath  and  ISrislot  t'ixefer.  Salisbury, 
Kent,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  te.,  with  incomes  rising  from  £70 
to  £300  per  annum,  would  be-  a  sort  of  heme  to  him,  so  long  as  his 
conduct  and  industry  maintained  his  favour  with  his  audiences. 
But  beyond  thai,  the  regularity  of  rehearsal  and  the  attention  paid 
to  tho  production  of  plays,  most  of  which  came  under  the  class 
of  the  "regular  drama,"  made  a  sort  of  school  for  him  in  the 
repetition  of  his  characters  and  the  criticism  of  his  auditors,  from 
his  proficiency  in  which  lio  looked  to  Co  vent  Garden  or  Drury 
Lane  as  tho  goal  id'  his  exertions.  For  inslance,  from  Exeter 
came  Kean  ;  from  Dublin  came   Miss  O'Neill,  Conway,  E.  Jones, 
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Lewis,  W.Farren  ;  from  York  rawoett,  ('.  Mathews,  Km  cry,  Ilarley, 
J.  Kemble.  1'ho  distance  from  "London  kss  ibcn  so  great,  and  the 
expense  and  fatigue  of  travelling  was  such  us  to  make  a  journey 
then  more  rare ;  and  the  larger  towns,  as  York,  Newcastle,  Hath, 
Exeter,  Norwich,  were  con t res  or  capitals  of  provincial  circles,  to 
which  the  conniy  families  resorted  for  thi!  winter  season,  or 
crowded  to  the  public  weeks  of  races  and  assizes,  when  the 
assembly-rooms  and  the  theatres  were  the  places  of  fashionablo 
meeting. 

My  experience  of  country  theatres-  never  presented  me  with  any 
scenes  resembling  the  bam  of  liogavtb's  Strobing  Players,  but  it 
was  not  altogether  without  its  whimsical  expedients  and  ludicrous 
mishaps.  On  the  first  representation  of  the  grand  Ballet  of  Action 
of  Macbeth  I  was  most  busily  and  anxiously  encased  in  looking 
after  the  working  of  the  Taachinery,  which  was  very  complicated, 
and  urging  on  the  performers.  In  the  scene  after  Duncan's  murder 
there  was  scarcely  three  minutes"  time  for  Macbeth  and  Lady 
Macbeth  to  wash  the  blood  from  (heir  hands.  Macbeth,  poor 
Conway,  on  rushing  from  the  stage  in  an  agony  of  despair,  ex- 
claimed, "  Oh  !  my  dear  sir,  my  dresser  is  not  here  !  "What  shall  I 
do?"(the  old  man  with  water,  soap,  and  towel  was  at  the  opposite 
side).  There  was  not  an  Instant  for  reflection.  "Here,"  I  cried, 
"come  here:"  dragging  him  up  to  the  gentlemen's  first  dressing- 
room,  where  be  plunged  his  hands  into  a  jug  of  water.  "  There  is 
no  towel,  my  dear  sir!"  in  continued  agony  he  cried.  I  snatched 
up  (he  first  semblance  of  cloth  that  lay  to  hand,  with  -which  ho 
dried  his  half-washed  hands,  and  dashed  bach  to  the  stage  again. 
With  (he  water  and  cloth  in  my  hands  I  mot  ai  the  foot  of  the  stairs 
Lady  Macbeth  in  equal  perplexity,  who  .hastily  availing  hcrsoll'of 
the  ready  aid,  rushed  back  to  her  place  on  the  stage.  The  jug,  &c, 
I  hastily  depos.if.cd  in  my  own  room,  and  returned  to  watch  tho 
closing  of  the  scene.  The  curtain  fell  that,  night  with  much 
applause  on  our  barbarous  violation  of  Shakespeare,  and  I  went 
to  my  lodgings  through  a  deep  snow,  insensible,  to  the  cold  from 
the  satisfaction  "I  felt  in  the  success  of  the  evening.  The  nest 
morning  the  acting  manager  met  me  with  a  very  grave  coun- 
tenance, foretelling  "the  nature  of  a  tragic  volume,"  and  opened 
his  tale  of  woe  with,—'  Sir,  .1.  am  very  sorry  to  tell  you,  there  are 
thieves  in  the  theatre!"  "Good  heavens!"  I  answered,  "is  it 
possible?  Let  every  inquiry  be  made,  I  bat  they  may  he  punished, 
or  at.  least  turned  out  of  the  place.  What  has  been  stolen?" 
"  Why,  sir,  Mr.  Sini.kin's  brooches  !  When  he  went  to  dress  himself 
at  the  end  of  the  evening,  bis  breeches  were  gone,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  walk  home  to  bis  lodgings  throueh  the  snow  without 
any.!'  I  desired  the  strictest  search  and  inquiry  to  be  made,  and 
no  pains  spared  to  detect  the  offender.  After  a  little  time, 
however,  a  thought:  crossed  rue,  and  T  asked  the  manager  what  kind 
of  small  clothes  they  were.  When  ho  fold  me  they  were  brown 
kerseymere,  it  flashed  across  me  that  I.  had  seized  them  for  Conway's 
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towel,  and  lind  thrown  them  under  tins  table  iu  my  own  room. 
The  injury  mis  repaired,  but  the  story  of  Simian's  small  clothes 
was  for  some  time  repeated  as  against  my  impetuosity. 

With  my  fathers  return  niy  rcsponsibiiil  ies  ceased;  and  it  was 
no  light  load  from  which  my  inexprii'.nce,  not  always  able  to 
avoid  mistakes,  was  relieved.  J",  however.  still  attended  the  re- 
hearsals, and  in  the  '-getting  up  :'  of  the  melodramas,  pantomimes, 
&C.,  I  was  the  instructor  of  (lie  performers.  One  morning  I 
remember,  when  my  father  was  present,  allowing  one  of  them,  who 
had  to  personate  a  savage,  how,  in  making  a  sort  of  tiger- spring 
upon  his  enemy,  suddenly  to  laj --e  itir  ■  >  a.-toni.-imii-nt  on  seeing:  his 
own  figure  reileotod  in  the  polished  snrfa.ee  of  his  antagonist's 
shield.  My  father  was  taken  by  surprise,  and  involuntarily 
said  (for  he  was  not  very  prodigal  oi  his  praise),  "  If  you  can 
do  anything  like  that  on  the  stage  there  will   be  few  come  near 

The  season  was  closed,  and  arrangements*  made,  not  without 
difficulty,  "by  my  hither  lor  our  journey  to  l.lirmhigham,  and  for 
opening  tilt's  theatre  there,  of  which  he  had  heroine  lessee.  The 
peculiar  situation  in  which  I  had  been  placed  lor  the  greater  part 
of  a  year  was  one,  as  I  now  look  back  upon  it,  that  might  have 
determined  my  lot  for  more  severe  trials  than  have,  I  say  it  thank- 
fully, fallen  to  my  share.  It  almost  unavoidably  threw  me  into 
intimacy  with  minds  not  capable  of  improving,  am-  likely  much  to 
benefit  one  so  young  and  impulsive  as  myself;  and  led  me  into 
occasional  dissipation,  which  might  have  induced  habits*  destructive 
of  ability  and  reputation.  To  my  excellent:  friends  the  Misses 
liedlcy,  three  maiden  sisters  of  good  family,  and  almost  oraelesin 
the  best  social  circles  of -Newcastle,  I  owe  my  rescue  from  the 
liabilities  T  was  (hen  incurring.  They  were  lovers  of  the  theatre; 
one  particular  box  was  nightly  reserved  lor  them,  which  they 
scarcely  ever  failed  to  occupy  for  some  part  of  the  evening.  A 
little  before  the  close  of  11a*  season  lliey  gave  me  an  invitation 
to  tako  tea-  with  them,  and  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to 
represent  to  me  that  some  of  the  hading  people  in  the  place  would 
lie  ready  to  show  tee  kindness  and  attention  if  they  were  sure  that 
1  was  select,  in  my  associates.  They  pointed  out  to  me  the  evils 
and  dangers  of  dissipation  and  low  company  in  the  career  I  was 
about  to  enter  on.  and  induced  mo  by  their  friendly  and  sensible 
expostulations  to  give  attentive  consideration  to  a  subject  of  such 
consequence  to  young  people  entering  life.  That  they  became 
the  firm  and  cordial  frier.ds  of  myself  and  my  sisters  to  the  end 
of  their  lives  is  the  proof  that  their  thoughtful  interposition  be- 
tween me  and  ill-fortune  was  not  \\  itbout,  some  result.  Happy  is 
the  destiny  that  gives  to  a-  youth  of  unbounded  spirits  and  uncon- 
trollable oxe.itabilii.y,  like  myself,  the  blessing  of  early  monitors, 
whether  in  the  more  painful  discipline  of  consequent  suffering  or 
in  the  more  indulgent  agency  of  pre  admonition  such  as  theirs. 
The  vocation  of  player,  as  well  as  that  of  teacher,  is  often  under- 
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taken  for  ho  other  reason  Hum  that  nothing  else  oilers  to  the 
unoccupied  and  needy.  Too  often  is  it  made  for  the  idle  and 
ignorant  a  refuge  from  the  duties  of  pain  staking  industry;  and  in 
daily  intercom  so  with  men  and  women  so  actuated,  and  circum- 
stanced, it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  youth  should  soon  lose  its 
freshness  and  the  lolly  tone  of  thought  with  which  it  was  prepared 
to  enter  on  its  career. 

We  reached  Ilirmingh.Tm  with  so  reduced  a  purse  that,  my 
father  had  to  call  noon  a  friend  for  a  loan  to  moot  our  immediate 
expenses.  Hut  Hie  thenl.ro  opened  ;  ilic  company,  which  was  still 
further  reinforced,  was  pronounced  very  good,  and  all  went  on 
satisfactorily.  Conway  was  the  great,  favourite.  My  father,  to 
whom  I  of  course  deferred,  had  selected  lloinoo  for  the  character 
of  my  debut,  and  accordingly  1  was  row  in  earnest  work  upon  it. 
Frequently  in  the  course  of  my  solidary  altempts  the  exclamation 
would  escape  me,  "I  cannot  do  it;  "  and  in  some  of  my  private 
rehearsals  T  had  I  lie  di  toon  rating  remark  of  my  father,  "that  will 
not  do,"  to  damp  my  courage  ami  cast  1lie  gloomy  shade  of  doubt 
on  my  exertions.  Still,  however,  I  persevered  ;  and  as  the  time  of 
making  the  desperate  plunge  approached,  my  hopes  were  somewhat 
cheered  by  the  encouragement,  of  the  lady  who  was  rehearsing 
her  part  of  Juliet  with  me  (Mrs.  Young  from  Drury  Lane  Theatre), 
and  my  father's  admission  of  "  very  great  improvement."  By  dint 
of  practice  and  repealed  rehearsals,  alone  and  with  the  other  per- 
formers, I  had  got  by  rote,  as  it  were,  every  particular  of  place, 
gesture,  feeling,  ami  iu'.nuiil  ion— and  well  for  me  I  had  done  so  ; 
lor  if  it  made  my  heart,  beat,  more  quickly  to  read  in  the  street 
playbills*  the  announcement  of  "The  part  of  lloineo  by  a  young 
gentleman,  his  first  appearance  on  any  stagV'  1lio  emotions  I 
experienced,  on  first  crossing  i.lie  stage,  and  coming  forward  in 
face  of  the  lights  and  the  applauding  audience  were  almost  over- 
powering. There  was  a  mist.  In;  fore  my  eyes,  T  seemed  to  see 
nothing  of  the  darling  scene  before  mo,  and  for  some  time  I  was 
like  an  automaton  moving  in  certain  defined  limits.  I  went  me- 
chanically through  tile  variations  in  which  I  had  drilled  myself, 
and  it  was  not.  until  the  pla.ndiis  of  the  audience  awoke  me  from 
the  kind  of  waking  dream  in  which  I  seemed  to  be  moving,  that  I 
gained  my  self-possession,  and  really  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the 
character  and,  I  may  say,  felt  the  passion  I  was  to  represent. 
Every  round  of  applause  acted  like  inspiration  on  me  :  I  "trod  on 
air,"  became  another  being,  or  a  happier  self:  and  wdicn  the  cur- 
tain fell  at  the  conclusion  oi"  the  play,  and  the  intimate  friend; 
and  performers  crowded  on  the  stage  to  raise  up  the  Juliet  and 
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myself,  shaking  my  hands  with  fervent  congratulations,  a  lady 
asked  mo,  "  Well,  sir,  bow  do  yon  feel  now  ?  "  ray  boyish  answer 
was  without  disguise,  i;  I  feel  as  if  I  should  like  to  act  it  alt  over 

After  the  repetitions  of  '  liomeo  anil  Juliet,'  the  play  of  '  Adel- 
githa,'  one  of  Hat  Lewis's  forgo;.l  en  tragedies,  was  brought  forward, 
in  which  Conway  took  II is  part  of  Kobert  Guiscd.nl,  and  the  youth 
Lothair  was  cast  to  me,  now  advertised  as  Mr.  William  Macready. 
The  character  is  placed  in  very  effective  situations,  and,  abounding 
in  clap-traps,  stron  gibe-nod  tho  iriiiire~--iiin  of  my  lir.st  appearance. 
My  next  character  was  Norval,  in  Heine's  tragedy  of  '  Douglas.' 
Conway  was  Glenalvon  ;  lie  was  a,  great,  favourite,  and,  as  the  lead- 
ing actor  of  a  eonntry  theatre,  deservedly  so.  But  unfortunately 
the  tendency  of  his  study  was  by  isolated  and  startling  effects  to 
surpriso  an  audience  into  applause.  The  consistency  and  harmony 
of  characfer  was  not  the  aim  of  bis  research.  To  "make  points  " 
was  the  end  of  Ins  practice  and  study,  to  which  tho  spectators 
would  respond,  as  1  now"  perceive,  too  liberally.  I  remember  well 
thinking  t.lmt  1.  bad  no  chance  against  hi  ei,  with  his  beauty  of  person, 
commanding  siatiire.  pad  physical  power:  but  the  sequel  proved, 
unhappily  for  him,  how  much  my  inexperienced  judgment  was  at 
fault.  Upon  the  strength  of  my  school  performance  I  was  next 
announced  for  Zanga  in  Dr.  Young's  ;  Revenge,'  which,  although 
regarded  with  wonder  as  a  school  boy's  effort,  proved  on  the 
stage  a  very  feeble  and  inollecfive  piece  of  declamation.  In 
'George  Barnwell'  I  was  quite  at  borne,  and  acted  tho  "bashful, 
guilty  youth  with  a  consciousness  of'  being  at  least  near  the  truth 
in  the  unaffected  simplicity  of  the  early  scenes,  and  the  passionate 
remorse  tbnt  follows  them. 

These  plays,  with,  their  repetitions,  me.do  up  the  term  of  my 
Birmingham  season.  T  was  launched,  and  notwithstanding  the 
success  that  lias  attended  me,  I  may  truly  say  "  upon  a  sea  of 
troubles."  My  father  was  new  sanguine  in  bis  expectations  of  my 
advancement,  but  I  was  not.  Still,  1  resolved  to  make  the  best  of 
what  might  be  before  me.  I  worked  in  earnest  on  the  parts  sub- 
mitted to  mo  after  each  per  form  mice,  endeavouring  to  improve  on 
its  repetition.  It  was  only  on  Sundays  that  the  theatre,  being 
locked  up,  wa.s  free  from  the  presence  of  iill  employed  in  it.  I  used 
to  get  the  key,  and,  alter  morning  service,  lock  myself  in,  and  pace 
the  stage  in  every  direction  to  give  myself  case,  and  become 
familiar  in  my  deportment  with  exits  and  entrances,  and  with  every 
variety  of  gesture  and  attitude.  My  characters  were  all  acted 
over  and  over,  and  speeches  recited  till,  tired  out,  I  was  glad  to 
breathe  tho  fresh  air  again.  This  was  for  several  years  a  c  us  loin 
with  me. 

On  the  close  of  my  Birmingham  p.. rformen  cos  my  father,  who 
attached  great  hn  pur  lance  to  the  different  modes  of  giving  publicity 
to  a  name,  took  mo  up  to  London  in  order  to  have  a  portrait  of  me 
taken  and  engraved.     Not  being  a  connoisseur  in  art,  ho  gave  the 
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com  miss!  on  to  an  artist -who -was  known  fur  his  theatrical  likenesses!, 
but  whose  drawing  a:ul  eulouriug  wore  mis'.nddy  defective.  Poor 
Dewilde!  Many  theatrical  memories  arc  perpetuated  by  him  in  the 
portrait-;;;] He ry  belonging  to  tin;  Gariio.k  Club.  I  sat,  or  rather 
stood,  to  him  in  the  dross  of  .Romeo,  which  my  father  had  peremp- 
torily designed  for  me;  and  after  making  me  go  through  the  move- 
ments of  liomoo'^  iirst  scene,  he  decided  en  a-  passage  ;  Initio  suit  his 
idcuot' tlie  picturesque,  made  me  so  all  or  t  lie  attitude,  that  it  had  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  expression  of  the  words.  The  deference 
which  I  held  towards  an  artist  who  was  to  my  ignorance  a  great 
authority  made  me  submissive,  and  a  very  unmeaning  represen- 
tation of  the  Veronese;  sovcr  was  hi  consequence  displayed  in  the 
print-shop  windows. 

It  was  on  this  visit  fo  London  that,  from  the  gallery  of  the 
Opora  House,  I  iirst  saw  the  songstress  wliose  appearance  made  a 
sensation  in  all  llic  capitals  of  lhnope  -Catalani ;  the  opera  was 
'  Cosi  fan  tntte,'  and  Traui  ovarii  and  Na.ldi  were  her  supporters ; 
but  the  height  at  which  we  were  placed  incommoded  me  too  much 
to  allow  me  to  derive  any  pleasure  from  the  performance.  After 
a  few  weeks'  holiday  by  the  sea-side,  at  i'arkgate,  near  Chester, 
passed  with  my  brother,  I  was  sent  to  Newcastle;  the  assizes  were 
then  on,  and  with  the  repetition  of  the  characters  I  had  acted, 
except  Zanga,  I  appeared  in  Aehmot  in  Dr.  Brown's  tragedy  of 
'  Barharosea,'  Far!  Osmond  in  Slat  Lewis's-  drama  of  'The  Castle 
Spectre,' and  lioila  in  Sheridan's  trauslai  ion  uf  Kob<cbueVFizarro.' 
I  was  warmly  received,  and  the  partiality  with  which  my  early 
essays  were  encouraged  (here  seemed  to  hirreaso  in  fervour  to 
the  very  lost  night,  when  I  made  my  farewell  bow  to  a  later 
generation. 

Several  weeks  after  this  engagement,  as  it  was  termed,  were 
passed  in  solitude  at  Tynemoutli,  then  a  small  village,  where,  with 
a  very  few  books,  I  contrived  to  while  away  1ho  lonely  hours, 
fishing,  bathing,  rambling  along  the  shore,  meditating  on  the 
characters  I  had  acted,  and  dechi'oiing  to  the  louder  waves  the 
various  passages  from  them.  Throng])  my  professional  course  this 
has  been  a  practice  with  me  whenever  opportunity  offered.  In 
one  of  my  fishing  excursions  I  was  amused  and  surprised  by  the 
sagacity  of  one  of  our  boatmen,  "Wo  were  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  rocky  shore,  our  lines  let  down  to  the  full  depth,  when  one, 
pulling  up,  observed  that  "  it  was  a  good  one  from  its  weight."  To 
our  surprise  it  was  a  very  good  sized  cud-fish,  but  lean-looking, 
wasted,  and  there  was  a  sort  of  sea- vermin  crawling  in  numbers 
over  its  skin.  A  fish  of  that  size  so  near  the  shore  and  lying,  as  it 
evidently  had  been,  at.  the  bottom,  instantly  suggested  the  cause  of 
its  enfeebled  state  to  a  sailor.  "I  should,  not  wonder,"  said  the 
man,  "  if  he  has  a  gold  watch  hi  bis  belly— let's  see,"  and  with  his 
knife  opening  the  stomach,  be-  threw  down  on  the  bench  a  cat  of 
middling  size,  exclaiming,  "  Hash  my  buttons,  if  it  isn't  a  kitting." 
It  would  have  been  supposed  impossible  for  the  fish  to  have  passed 
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eo large  amass  down  its  throat;  lint,  being  lodged  in  tlie  stomach, 
tbo  digestive  action  of  i.ltc  creature  must  have  been  stopped,  and 
the  animal  remained  in  its.  perfect  state,  tbo  hair  of  its  skin  only 
being  ruffled.  Our  unscientific  bout  in;i n  directly  knew  that  indi- 
gestion was  the  malady  fit  tin;  voracious  fish. 

My  next  performances  were  fit  Leicester,  where  I  was  received 
with  great  favour,  noting  over  the  characters  1  had  previously 
played.  The  close  of  the  theatre  was  nitirked  by  u  very  flattering 
testimony  to  my  father  in  a  present  to  him  from  The  proprietors  of 
one  hundred  guineas,  us  a  murk  of  their  respect.  I  should  not,  in 
justice  to  his  memory,  forget  i.o  record  that  lie  lived  to  pay  off 
many  of  the  debts  of  which  his  certificate  of  bankruptcy  legally 
acquitted  him.  We  was  bent  on  making  the  experiment  of  a 
winter  season  at  Birmingham,  and  there  we  returned  for  a  few 
weeks  before  Christmas,  where  J.  opened  in  the  part  of  Achmet. 
His  predilection  for  the  plays  of  a  mure  rcorul.  date  forced  upon  me 
characters  which  were  uncongenial  to  me,  '  The  Countess  of 
Salisbury'  was  a  favourite  with  him.  asha\  ing  been  acted  by  ISarry 
and  Mrs.  Barry.  Ace.ordine.iy  I  had  to  prepare  myself  in  the  part 
of  Albyn,  in  which  I  produce;!  but.  little  effect.  As  a  counterpoise 
to  his  erroneous  .judgment  in  that  instance,  he  was  very  much 
impressed  by  the  character  of  Luke  in  an  alteration  of  Massinger's 
'  <  'iiy  Tifadani'  by  Bir  .Tames  liiand  Tlnrgess.  Tim  play  was  called 
1  Riches.'  This  was  given  me  to  prepare,  and  I  found  the  task 
extremely  difficult.  I  cannot  help  regarding  the  character  as  an 
unnatural  one.  The  pure  and  lofty  scut  imenis  so  eloquently  poured 
forth  in  Luke's  pleading  for  his  brother's  debtors,  the  conviction 
uttered  to  himself  of  his  degradation  being  the  consequence  of  his 
own  errors,  appear  in  inconsistent  contrast  with  the  treatment,  so 
wantonly  cruel,  of  his  relatives  and  his  former  clients  when  placed 
within  his  power.  The  play  scarcely  conveys  a  moral  in  tho 
startling  violence  of  its  transitions  in  mi  penitence  to  inordinate 
selfishness  and  barbarity,  anil  back  again  to  humiliation  and 
contrition.  Hut  there  are  many  scenes  of  grcai  power,  affording 
scope  to  the  actor;  and  to  these  the  play  is  indebted  for  the 
success  it  obi ained,  which  in  the  country  was  very  considerable, 
although  in  London  it  took  no  permanent  hold  of  public  interest. 

An  incorrect,  MH.  of  31r.  Lewis's  melodrama  called 'The  Wood 
Jlemon,  or  the  Clock  has  Struck,'  from  notes  taken  in  shorthand,  I 
believe,  during  its  performance,  was  given  to  my  father,  who 
decided  on  producing  it,  and  wished  me  to  act  llardyknute.  I  re- 
wrote much  of  the  diameter,  and  with  the  care  bestowed  on  its 
rehearsals,  and  all  the  earnestness  T  could  infuse  into  the  per- 
formance, it  excited  much  interest,  ami,  particularly  at  Newcastle, 
proved  a  great  attraction  for  many  nights;  but  the  two  parts 
requiring  great  exertion  on  the  same  night:  was  a  trial  of  my 
strength.  I  could,  however,  then  say  with  (Edipe— "  J'ctais  jcune 
et  superbe." 

Tho  main  hope  of  ray  father  in  opening  the  IMrnungham  Theatre 
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at  this  uuitsuai  period  rested  on  an  ongageoicnt.  tmidewith  Madamo 
Catalan!  to  sing  a  eerl ahi  nutiiber  of  nights.  Being  a  never- 
failing  attraction,  it  was  a  deathblow  to  my  father's  confident  and 
sanguine  expectations  lo  receive,  a  low  days  before  her  intended 
appearance,  a  letter  from  her  husband,  Moo?,  Yalebreque,  with  the 
disastrous  statement  thai  her  severe  illness  made  it  impossible  for 
her  to  fulfil  her  engagement.  My  father,  in  his  distress  at  such  a 
disappointment,  was  disposed  lo  doubt  [lie  credibility  of  Valebrcquc's 
assertion,  and  being  unable  to  leave  Birmingham  himself,  ordered 
me  to  get  ready  without  loss  of  time,  and  start  for  London  by  ihe 
Balloon  Coach,  which  would  reach  town  about  nine  o'clock  the 
next  morning;  this  was  conMdered  a  fast,  coach,  leaving  Birming- 
ham at.  three  in  the  afternoon.  I  was  ready,  but  the  Balloon  was 
lull.  The  book-hooper,  however,  informed  me  that  another  coach 
was  starting,  and  would  he  in  London  nearly  as  soon  as  the 
Balloon.  My  business  was  despatch,  for  T  was  to  see  Oatalani  in 
the  course  of  the  next  day,  and  return  by  the  mail  at  night.  I 
therefore  readily  took  advantage  of  the  opportune  proposal,  and 
got  into  the  coach.  Its  odours  were  many,  various,  and  unplea- 
santly mingled,  and  the  passengers,  a  li  a  I  .'-drunken  sailor  and  an 
old_  woman,  not  of  the  iirst  rank  in  society,  did  not.  impress  me  with 
the  prospect  of  a  very  pleasant  journey.  The  pace  at  which  the 
vehiclo  proceeded  made  me  doubt  if  it  would  ever  reach  London, 
and  its  creakings  and  joltings  seemed  to  a.ugur  a  certain  overturn. 
We  did  not  arrive  at  Coventry,  eighteoinmlcs'  distance,  before  eight 
o'clock — five  hours! — nor  reach  London  before  live  the  next 
evening.  To  my  great  distress  and  disgust  I  found  that  I  had  been 
put  into  ft  coach  notorious  among  all  travellers  as  the  L  .  .  .  y 
Liverpool.  I  proceeded  to  l.'atalani  s  house,  found  her  in  bed  very 
ill,  and  the  next  day  was  on  my  way  home. 

This  winter  season  was  unproductive,  but  it  lives  in  my  memory 
associated  with  an  event  that  T  recall,  though  whh  regret,  not 
wishing  to  omit  any  circumstance  in  my  life's  career.  An  old 
schoolfellow,  to  whom  I  had  been  fag  at  Bugby,  came  with  his 
wife,  an  exceedingly  lovely  young  creature,  and  look  up  his  abode 
at  the  Hen  and  Chickens  Hotel,  lie  had  visited  my  father  when 
at.  school,  and  calling  on  him  and  mo,  introduced  his  beautiful  little 
bride  to  us.  He  was  on  the  most  intimate  terms  with  me  ;  they 
dining  with  us,  and  I  with  them.  His  strange  manner  and  habits, 
however,  could  not  escape  remark.  He  rarely  rose  before  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  rambled  at  nigh;  tlirougli  all  parts  of  the 
theatre,  indulged  vei  y  freely  in  u  ine.  and  scorned  utterly  to  neglect 
his  lovely  little  wifi.  Ho  asked  me  lo  take  her  out  to  walk,  to 
aeeompany  her  to  the  theatre  when  1  did  not  ael,  and  sit  with  her 
in  our  private  box— a  very  secluded  one.  My  lather  hinted  his 
suspicions  to  me  that  all  was  not  right,  and  T  had  a  monitor  in  my 
own  breast  thai  made  me  apprehensive  too.  I  could  not,  so  young, 
be  placed  in  such  constant  intimacy  with  one  of  toy  own  ago,  so 
attractive,  and  betraying  occasionally  manifest  partiality,  without 
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tlic  consciousness  of  danger  from  1his  feelings  she   awakened.     I 

must  confess  to  heaving  the  lover's  sigh  when  L one  evening 

made  a  sort  of  "  scene"  of  his  disehisuro,  that  iMVs.  L was  not 

married  to  him.  I  remonstrated  with  him  on  the  wrong  he  had 
done  my  father,  who  had  introduced  his  mistress  to  a  lady  in 
society,  and  who  would  have  made  h.rr  aeijuaintedwith  my  sisters 
if  thoy  had  been  at  home.  Tie  admitted  his  culpability,  and  blamed 
himself  for  having  taken  her  to  the  family  of  another  friend  of 
his,  a  college  chum,  but  that  he  "did  not  know  what  he  did."  He 
determined  to  leave  Birmingham  the  next  morning,  but  his  fair 
companion  very  much  wished  to  see  me  before  their  departure 
To  this  my  father  was  opposed,  and  T  was  of  course  obliged  to 
yield  to  his  will ;  but  the  image  of  her  beauty  was  long  present  to 
mo,  and  I  learned  to  regard  her  absence  as  a  happy  escape  from 
a  very  serious  danger.  Vanity  was  at  the  root  of  all  this  pro- 
ceeding.    L was,  even   at    school,  a   coxcomb,    and   a  great 

novel-reader  ;  and  acted  Tli---  r;iko  less  from  passion,  I  believe,  than 
from  the  desire  to  be  talked  of.  I  could  not  be  blind  to  the  fact 
that  in  his  intended  romance  he  was  desirous  of  disentangling 
himself  from  the  temporary  connection  lie  had  formed,  and  of 
passing  his  mistress  off  on  mo.  My  dependent  condition  favoured 
me  in  this  predicament  more  than  I  deserved.  Many  years  after  a 
a  poor  little,  lusty,  ill-clad,  vulgar  looking  woman,  seemingly  about 
forty-five  years  of  age,  knocked  at  my  chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields,  and  asked  me  to  help  her  in  her  great  distress.  She  was 
the  wife  of  a  sergeant  who  had  left  her  without  moans.  To  my 
astonishment  it  was  the  bright  vision  el"  beauiy  that  had  gleamed 
upon  and  dazzled  my  sight  in  years  gone  by,  I  gave  her  all  the 
help  I  could.    Poor  creature  I 

We  received  here  the  news  of  my  grandfather's  death.  lie  was 
a  tradesman,  and,  as  the  T'other  of  the  Coimr.uns,  highly  respected 
in  Dublin,  as  his  funeral,  the  greatest  known  there  for  many 
years,  testified.  He  left  above  £::<>,< XKi,  which  was  almost  entirely 
squandered  in  a  chancery  suit  brought  by  one  of  the  sons,  an 
attorney,  but  involving  (he  whole  family,  against  the  executor,  an 
elder  brother.  My  poor  father  through  his  life  was  wont  to  turn 
in  emergency  to  the  probability  of  what  "the  lawsuit"  would  givo 
him.  It  gave  his  wii.low,  1  believe,  after  upwards  of  twenty  years' 
litigation,  something  like  £1 15s, 
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CHAPTER  III. 

1811-1812.— First  appearance  in  'Hamlet'— Criticism  on  the  part  of  Hamlet 

-  \'W\\.  trt  L<ai:kai-  -A  J..ii':''iui!*  :i':'^.ain! ;i::'.r:  -i'eranil.i:;^  jit  Leicester 
sua!  .Newcastle — Mr.-.  W'Liiliii;];  Xi:v,-  part! — Actio;;  with  Jiti.  KM  Jens  sit. 
fvev.ca-Me  in  'The  (iiunuster'  ami  4I)oi:gUis ' — II cr  inrtiuuions  to  si  young 
iicf.Di- — Criticism  nil  her  act  ins;  —  Iliniiioi/han; —  Uulmau —  W.  H.  West 
Betty,  the  ci-dwut  i«iini;  lo.-cias — Miw  Plinth — A  hjssoti  in  jmtgmeiit 
mi  rii'lin:>-  -  Actio:;  ,vi:.;i  ?Ji«.  Joi'J.m  sit  Leicester-  Her  aotiai;  lii;  viral  of 
'  P.ieharu  I!.'  at  Newcastle— Anecdote:,  of  G.  b\  Cooke. 

Ik  (he  season  which  opened  at  Newcastle-  immediately  after 
Christmas,  1  ho  principal  attraction  was  the  play  of  'ltiches,'  in 
which  I  very  much  improved  my  porfoiuuince  of  Luke.  The 
public  favour  attended  rat'  in  the  fresh  attempts  1  made,  and  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  Jhalerick  Dim.  in  a.  drama,  called  the'Knight  ef 
Snowdon,'  founded  on  ^Yalier  Scott's  'Lady  of  the  Lake,'  John  of 
Lome,  in  Miss  1'aillio's  play  of  the 'Family  Legend,' and  Julian, 
in  a  piece  called  the  'Peasant  J  Joy,' which  was  exactly  suited  to  ray 
years,  and  which,  from  my  earm.sniess  anil  reality,  u fleeted  "the  au- 
diences very  deeply,  all  strengthened  the  partiality  of  my  early 
patrons.  But  the  task  of  tin:  season  I  o  me  was  my  first  appearance 
in '  JIaralet '  f or  my  benefit.  As  I  look  hack  en  this  venture,  which 
shook  my  nerves  as  ranch  as  my  first  passing  into  the  sight  of  hex, 
pit,  and  gallery,  it  appears  like  presumption  in  a  youth  of  eighteen 
to  hazard  the  pood  opinions  already  won  in  such  an  arduous 
attempt.  The  critic  who  had  made  a  Mudy  of  this  masterpiece  of 
Shakespeare  would  predict  with  confidence  a  failure  in  such  an 
experiment,  hut  lie  would  not  have  taken  into  account  the  support 
to  the  young  aspirant,  supplied  liy  the  genius  of  the  poet.  There 
is  an  interest  bo  deep  and  thrilling  in  the  story,  such  power  in 
the  situations,  and  such  a  charm  in  the  language,  that  with  an 
actor  possessed  of  energy,  a.  teleralile  elocution,  and  seme  grace  of 
deportment,  the  character  will  snfiieioiilly  interpret  itself  to  the 
majority  of  an  audience  to  win  for  its  representative,  from  their 
delight,  the-  reward  of  applause  really  due  to  the  poet's  excellence, 
A  toted  failure  in  Hamlet  is  of  rare  occurrence.  Every  theatrical 
hero  takes  it  up,  and  yet  how  many  have  there  been,  appearing 
and  carrying  oil'  applauses  in  the  part,  who  have  been  utterly 
incompetent  to  investigate  lire  springs  of  emotion  which  agitato 
and  perplex  this  amiable,  rel.ective,  and  sensitive  being?  "There 
be  players,  that  1  have  seen  play,  and.  Iiesird  others  praise,  and  that 
highly,"  in  the  character,  who  could  as  soon  explain  and  recon- 
cile its  seeming  inconsistencies,  as  translate  a  page  of  Sanscrit. 
Dr.  Johnson,  who  so  lucidly  describes  ihe  mind  of  Polonius,  has 
left  us  in  his  observations  clear  proof  that  he  did  not  understand 
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that  of  Hamlet ;  and  audiences  have  ken  kmuvii  to  cheer  innova- 
tions and  traiis  for  applause,  which  the  following  words  of  the 
text  have  shown  to  he  at  utt<  r  variance  wiih  the  author's  intention. 
My  crude  essay,  like  those  of  many  others,  was  pronounced  a 
success;  but  the-  pi-oli-in;-  inquiry  ami  laborious  study  of  my  after 
life  have  manifested  to  me  how  little  was  due  to  my  own  skill  in 
that  early  personation.  The  thought  and  practice  I  have  through 
my  professional  carrier  devoted  to  it  made  it  in  my  own  judgment, 
and  in  those  of  critics  whom  1  had  most  reason  to  fear  and  respect, 
one  of  the  most  finished,  though  not  the  most  popularjn  my 
repertoire. 

The  Duke  AruiiKa.inTohin'.s  eliarniirgplavo;  ■  The  Honeymoon,' 
was  my  introduction  to  comedy  ;  and,  with  3'osthunuis  Leonnlus 
hi  'Cymbelinrv  and  I  ho  part,  of  Orestes  in  Ambrose  .Philip's  trans- 
lation of  Baoinc's  '  Amlromaelie,'  continued  me  as  the  established 
favourite  of  the  New  east lo  audience.  The  season  at.  Birmingham, 
beginning  in  May  1811,  added  to  my  lists  tlie  parts  of  Frederick  in 
Mrs.  Inehbald's  translation  ofKolzelme's  '  Natural  Hon,'  l'hocyas 
in  Hughes'  'Siege  of  Damascus,'  and  diaries  II.  in  Dimond's  play 
of  '  The  Royal  Oak.'  An  engagement  was  made  with  Pope,  who 
had  in  former  days  shared  the  leading  tragic  characters  at  Covent 
Garden.  He  was  said  to  have  been  an  imitator  of  Clinch,  known 
in  his  (layby  the  familiar  name  of  J. airy  Clinch,  who  was  reputed 
to  have  been  a  very  close  copyist  of"  .Hurry,  in  voice  and  manner. 
An  incident  is  related  of  (.-brick  who  was  extremely  popular  witli 
(he  Dublin  audience,  that  acting  one  of  his  favourite  tragic  parts 
by  command  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  of  coarse' to  a  very  fashionable 
assemblage,  he  had  not  noticed  a  slight  derangement  of  his  dress, 
which  one  of  his  admirers  in  the  gallery  perceiving,  in  extreme 
anxiety,  leaned  over  the  rail,  and  with  his  hand  hollowed  to  bis 
mouth,  as  if  to  carry  his  informal  ion  to  the  ear  of  Clinch  alone,  in 
a  subdued  vociferation,  intended  for  a  whisper,  called  out,  •'  Larry, 
honey,  there's  the  smallest  taste  in  life  of  your  shirt  got  out  behind 
you!"  My  fattier  regarded  1'jipe  as  a  remnant,  of  an  old  school, 
which  1  certainly  thought,  in  these  my  "salad  days,"  was  one 
better  worn  out  and  incapable  of  resuscitation.  The  equestrian 
troop  fromAstley's  circus  bad  been  introduced  by  Harris  at  Co  vent 
Garden,  and  were,  as  a  matter  of  course,  at  the  close  of  the  London 
season,  engaged  by  my  father,  and  in  the  melodramatic  pieces  of 
'Blue  Beard'  and  '  Tim  our  the  Tartar,' written  by  Monk  Lewis, 
attracted  crowds  to  the  theatre.  This  gave,  me  a  holiday,  which  T 
was  sent  to  spend  with  my  brother  at  "t'arligate.  1  used  this  time 
to  refresh  my  memory  with  the  classics,  which  T  had  laid  aside  so 

On  my  return  to  Birmingham,  the  'Knight  of  Snoivdon*  was 
produced  at,  considerable  expense,  bat  t lie  equestrian  mania  left  the 
remainder  of  the  summer  very  dull.  Cutahvni  sang  one  night  in 
compensation  for  the  disappointment  her  illness  had  caused,  and  it 
n  that  till  audience  would  not  be  satisfied  with 
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even  her  assistance  in  'God  save  the  Tviiii;1,'  until  Trai 
the  tenor  of  the  Italian  Opera,  sang  his  verse.  It  was  ho  who 
introduced  alterations .in  the  execution  of  tho  arilhem,  some  of 
which  arc  feebly  retained  at  tin;  present  day.  lie  hud  acted  several 
nights  in  a  sort  of  rnono-dramaiie  operetta  called  '  Vigmalione,'  and 
on  the  last  night  sang  '  God  save  the  King'.'  Tt  .had  been  heretofore 
little  bettor  than  a  dull  psalm,  l!ui.  Tramon/ani  sang  it  in.  the  style 
of  a  fervent  and  eTithusiast.ieahy  devout  prayer.  and  quite  electrified 
the  house  by  the  discrimination  anil  energy  willi  which  he  invoked 
the  Divine  aid  in  the  stanza  of  "0  Lord  our  God,  arise,"  &c. 
From  Birmingham  my  father  removed  his  company  io  Leicester, 
and  I  was  sent  to  London  to  sit  again  to  Dewilde  in  the  character 
of  Hamlet,  which  portrait,  it  was  agreed,  should  he  sent  to  the 
Exhibition  of  the  next  year.  This  was  regarded  by  my  father  as 
one  of  the  best  advevtiscmi  nts,  and,  as  I  have  since  remarked,  he 
set  too  high  a  value  on  these  modes  of  attracting  public  attention, 
which  must  come  under  the  ordinaiy  term  of  "  puffing."  My 
experience  has  convinced  mo  that  the  repute  derived  from  it  is 
usually  short-lived,  and  the  merits  of  those  who  have  profited  by  it 
have  been  constantly  open  to  question.  Jlonest  perseverance  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  talent  with  which  tied  may  have  blessed  us, 
and  the  earnest  purpose  of  aiming  at  I  be  noblest  ends  of  which  it 
may  be  capable  audio  which  it.  may  aspire,  is  certain  of  recognition 
in  the  long  run,  and  bases  itself  on  the  firmest  foundation.  During 
the  three  or  four  weeks  that  my  attendance  on  Ifcwilde  detained 
mo  in  London,  I  took  up  my  abode  at  ibo  York  Hotel,  Charles 
Street,  Covent  Garden.  I  "frequented  Hie  theatres,  and  was  an 
occasional  guest  wirh  my  friend  Fawoett.  In  tho  coffee-room  of 
the  hotel  I  could  not  help  noticing,  from  his  constant  attendance 
there  at  breakfast  and  dinner,  a  gentleman  of  ralher  remarkable 
appearance.  His  dress  was  that  of  a  clergyman ;  he  wore  a  broad- 
brimmed  hat,  which  in  going  out  he  pressed  down  almost  to  his  eye- 
brows, giving  an  ex  Ira  ordinary  effect  to  his  ctiwifMs ;  he  was  tall, 
well-featured,  of  excellent  address,  and  seemingly  a  sort  of  oracle 
among  the  frequenters  of  the  house.  T  had  been  in  town  about  a 
fortnight,  when  he  began  to  honour  me  with  a  bow  in  passing,  and 
at,  length  entering  into  conversation  with  me,  proposed  to  order 
his  dinner  to  my  table — a  compliment  which  T,  of  course,  gladly 
accepted.  I  found  him  in  conversation  most  agreeable,  extensively, 
read,  and  of  superior  tasle  and  acquirement.  lie  had  got  my 
name,  &C.,  at  the  bar,  and  the  theatre  being  one  of  the  subjects  of 
our  discourse,  bo  invited  me  to  accompany  him  to  Covent  Garden 
Theatre  on  the  following  3bmday  to  see  Young'  in  Othello,  Charles 
Kemble  acting,  1.  think  for  the  first  lime,  Tago,  We  agreed  to  dine 
together  early  and  go  to  the  pit,  where  he  always  occupied  a  par- 
ticular place. 

On  the  Sunday  previous  T  dined  with  raweett,  and  was  lavish 
in  my  praise  of  tho  agreeable  acquaintance.  I  bad  made,  enlarging 
upon   his   gentlemanly   address,   his   information,   tasto,  &c     On 
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Monday,  on:'  anointment  being  duly  kept,  we  went  together  to 
the  pit  of  the  theatre.  Young  acted  in  his  usual  effective  decla- 
matory way,  and  my  only  observation  was  of  something'  like  a 
rude  remark  liy  a  neighbouring  visitor,  as  spoken  at  something 
which  my  companion  hart  said.  The  next  afternoon  Fawcctt,  with 
whom  I  had  some.  latin  business,  inquired  of  ine  very  particularly 
about  the  gentleman  of  whom  1  had  lie;n  speahing  on  the  Sunday. 
:'  Was  lie  tall,  rtark-h  aired,  bald,  wearing  bis  bat.  low  down  on  his 
forehead?"  &c.  When  to  all  these  inquiries  I  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  he  hroke  out  in  si  very  alarming  way,  "  My  dear  boy, 
it  is  a  mercy  I  have  met  you.  He  is  a  man  of  most  dreadful 
character.  1  would  not  have  yon  seen  with  him  for  the  "world." 
"Why,  good  gracious!"  I  replied,  "I  was  with  him  at  Coven t 
Garden  last  night."  '■  Well,  no  one  could  have  observed  you,  for 
Mrs.  Faweett  and  some  friends  noticed  him  in  his  place,  hut  did 
not  remark  you.  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  being  pleased  with  his 
manners  and  conversation.  He  was  onee  one-  of  the  most  eloquent. 
and  popular  preachers  in  London.  T  remember  when  on  Sundays 
Great  Queen  Street  used  to  be  crowded  with  carriages  in  attendance 
at  his  chapel  there.     He  is  of  very  good   family,  and  was  secure 

of  the  highest  proferment.     His  name  was  Dr.  .     Some  very 

disgraceful  conduct  brought  him  within  the  danger  of  the  law, 
from  which,  through  interest.,  lie  was  saved,  but  was  obliged  to 
give  up  his  chapel.  Is  shumiod  by  his  facile  ami  friends,  and  now 
takes  his  mother's  name,  Dr.  (),——."  Ail  Ibis  news,  as  maybe 
supposed,  caused  me,  a  youth  inexperienced  in  the  world,  great 
agitation,  and,  as  the  only  way  lo  avoid  the  roan,  I  resolved  to 
change  my  hotel.  This  my  good  friend  J.'awcett  approved,  and 
taking  me  to  the  Old  Standbier  Coa'eo  House,  Si.  Martin's  Lane, 
and  furnishing  me  with  funds  until  1  obtained  my  remittance  from 
home,  established  my  quarters  there  one  of  those  houses  which, 
for  good  English  dinners  and  excellent  port  wine,  is  among  the 
pleasant  niamories  of"  a  bygone  time. 

When  my  sittings  were  ended  1  left  Lou.ion  for  .Leicester,  where 
I  acted  for  several  weeks,  and  then  proceeded  with  my  father  to 
Newcastle,  An  addition  to  his  regular  company  was  made  in  the 
engagement  of  Mrs.  Whitlook.  a  sister  of  the  Kemlile  family,  who 
had  made  a  comfortable  independence  in  the  United  States,  and 
had  settled  with  her  hu-banrt  in  _\V:«-castl.e,  where  they  were  highly 
respected,  and  mingled  in  the  best,  society  of  the  place.  She  had 
something  of  the  Kemble  maimer  and  video.  h;fe'digence,  but  not 
sufficient  theatrical  talent  to  give  tier  a  high  position  among  the 
English  actors  of  that  day.  Her  figure  was  unfortunately  dispro- 
portioned,  and  as  she  most  then  have  been  upon  the  verge  of  sixty, 
her  selection  of  the  port  of  Elwina,  in  Hannah  Here's  play  of 
'Percy,' was  singularly  injudicious,  more  especially  as  I,  being  then 
only  eighteen,  had  lo  represent  her  lover,  the  youthful  Percy. 
Her  love  of  acting  was  so  great  as  to  blind  her  to  her  disqualifi- 
cations, and  she  has  told  me  that  when  cm  the  stage  she  felt  like  a 
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being  of  another  world  !  How  often  have  I  envied  in  others,  less 
fortunate  than  myself,  in  public  favour.  this  passionate  devotion  to 
the  stage  !    To  me  its  drawbacks  were  ever  present. 

l.iuriug  ibis,  season,  in  which  '  The  Uoyal  (ink,'  producer!  in  a 
very  efficient  manner,  was  the  early  attraction,  C  aeted  King 
Charles,  Danin  in  Keynolds's  play  of  'The  J-ixile,'  Chamont  in 
Ot  way's  '  Orphan,'  lid  ward  the  I  dock  Prince,  Alexander  m  Lee's 
inflated  (ragedy,  i'ilzhurding  in  Tobin's  '  Curlew, '  and  made  a  very 
successful  at  tempi,  in  broad  comedy,  acting  Hover,  the  strolling 
player  in  O'Keele's  farcical  comedy  of  Wild  ( tats,'  en  the  "  bespeak" 
of  tlie  mayor.  The  engagement  of  "  the  horses  "  had  been  so  pro- 
ductive at  Birmingham,  that  my  father  would  listen  to  no  remon- 
strances on  the  score  of  taste  against  their  appearance  at  Ncwcaslle. 
Platforms  and  sawdust  were  again  in  reipi  Virion,  and  for  six  weeks 
the  pieces  of  'Bluebeard'  and  "Timour  the  Tartar '  were  repeated 
with  uninterrupted  success,  whicb  enabled  ray  father  to  discharge 
the  debt,  considerably  above  .£100,  for  selioo]  bills  at  Rugby,  which 
our  friend  William  Birch  bad  so  generously  taken  on  himself. 

But  a  most  formidable  ordeal  was  in  preparation  forme.  Mrs.V- 
Siddons,  a  name  that  even  now  excites  in  me  something  like-  a 
reverential  feeling,  was  on  the  point,  of  concluding  her  engagement 
at  Edinburgh,  previous  to  taking  her  leave  of  the  stage  in  London. 
Her  way  lay  through  'Newcastle,  and  the  engaged  to  act  there  two 
nights.  On  hearing  this  some  of  her  friends  in  the  town — and  she 
had  many — wrote  to  her  (as  she  afterwards  told  my  father)  re- 
qucstingshowouid  make  Lady  h'andolnh  one  of  her  characters,  my 
years  and  ardour  suiting  so  well  the  part  of  .Nerval.  Tho  plays 
she  fixed  on  were 'The  Gamester' and  'Douglas.'  Nerval  was  a 
favourite  character  with  me,  lint  lloveriey  f  bad  to  study, and  with 
the  appalling  information  that  I  was  to  aet  it  with  Mrs.  Siddons  1 
With  doubt,  anxiety,  and  trepidation  T  set  about  my  work,  but 
with  my  accustomed  resolution  to  do  my  very  best.  The  language 
of  the  play  is  prose,  and  sufficiently  prosaic  ;  but  I  went  to  work 
at  it  with  a  determined  though  agitated  spirit,  and  sought  out  in 
every  sentence  the  expression  that  would  most,  clearly  illustrate 
the  varying  emotions  of  the  character.  The  words  of  the  part  I 
was  soon  perfect  in  ;  but  the  thought  of  standing  by  tho  side  of 
this  great  mistress  of  her  art  bung  over  me  in  tsrrorem. 

After  several  rehoar.-ais  the  dn  ailed  day  of  her  arrival  came,  and 
I  was  ordered  by  my  father  to  go  to  the  Queen's  Hea.d  Hotel  to 
rehearse  my  scenes  with  her.  The  impression  the  first  sight  of 
her  made  on  me  recalled  the  Page's  description  of  tho  effect  on 
him  of  Jane  de  Montfort's  appearance  in  Joanna  Buillie's  tragedy 
of  '  He  Wontfort.'    It  was 

"  S«  (:;iL-i:k.  !.!)  ciitlirtiiiliilln^  utii!  so  noble, 
I  shrunk  at  first  in  awe;  but  when  she  smiled, 
Fur  so  slie  diii  to  sec  mi;  thus  abashed, 
Methought  I  could  have  tompnsscd  sea  nnd  land 
To  do  her  Lidding." 
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The  words  might  been  have  written  for  (his  interview, for  my  ner- 
vousness must  have  been  apparent  to  her  on  my  introduction,  and 
in  lier  grand  but  good-natured  manner  she  received  me,  saying, 
"I  hope,  Mr.  Macready,  yon  have  brought  some  hartshorn  and 
water  with  you,  as  I  am  told  you  are  terribly  frightened  at  me," 
and  she  made  some  remarks  aboui  my  being  a  very  young  husband. 
Her  dan ''.'liter,  Miss  Cecilia  Siddnns,  ivi.nl  smiling  out  of  til  e  room, 
and  left,  us  to  the  business  of  the  morning. 

Her  instructions  wero  vividly  impressed  on  my  memory,  and  I 
took  my  leave  with  fear  and  trembling,  to  steady  my  nerves  for 
the  coming  night.  The  audience  were  as  usual  encouraging,  and 
my  first  scene  passed  with  applause;  hut  in  the  next— -my  first  with 
Mrs.  Beverley— my  fear  overcame  me  to  that  degree  that  for  a 
minute  my  presence  of  mind  forsook  me,  my  memory  seemed  to 
have  gone,  and  T  stood  bewildered.  (She  kindly  whispered  the 
word  to  me  (which  I  never  could  take  from  the  prompter),  and 
the  scene  proceeded. 

"What  eulogy  can  do  justie,e  to  her  pov.o:iaiions!  Jfnw  inadequate 
ane  the  endeavours  of  the  best  writer  to  depict  with  accuracy  to 
another's  fancy  the  landscape  that  in  its  sublime  beauties  may 
have  charmed  him  !  "  The  tall  rock,  the  mountain,  and  the  deep 
and  gloomy  wood"  may  havo  "their  colours  and  their  forms" 
particularised  in  eloquent  language,  but  can  they  he  so  presented 
to  the  "mind's  eye  "  of.'  the  reader  as  to  enable  him.  to  paint  from 
them  a  picture,  with  which  the  reality  will  accord?  or  will  any 
verbal  account  of  the-  most  striking  features  of  "  tlio  human  face 
divine"  convey  a  distinct  portraiture  of  the  individual?  How 
much  less  can  any  force  of  description  imprint  on  the  imagination 
the  sudden  but  thrilling  effects  of  tone  or  look,  of  port  or  gesture, 
or  even  of  the  silence  mi  oi'Ton  significative  in  the  development  of 
human  passion  I  "L'art  de  declamation  ne  laisse  apre's  lui  que 
des  souvenirs."  As  these  are  not  transferable,  I  will  not  presumo 
to  catalogue  the  merits  of  this  unrivalled  nni-t.  bat  may  point  out, 
as  a  guide  to  others,  one  great  excellence  that  distinguished  all 
her  personations.  This  was  the  unity  of  design,  the  just  relation 
of  all  parts  to  the  whole,  that  made  lis  forgot  tho  actress  in 
the  character  she  assumed.  Throughout  the  tragedy  of  '  The 
Gamester'  devotion  to  her  husband  stood  out  as  the  mainspring 
of  her  notions,  the  ruling  passion  of  lier  being;  apparent  when 
reduced  to  poverty  in  her  graceful  and  cheerful  submission  to  the 
lot  to  which  his  vice  has  subjected  her,  in  her  fond  excuses  of  his 
ruinous  weakness,  in  her  conciliating  ovnosi illations  with  his  angry 
impatience,  in  her  indignant  repulse  of  Shikely's  advances,  when 
in  the  awful  dignity  of  outraged  virtue  she  imprecates  the 
vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  his  guilty  head.  The  climax  to  her 
sorrows  and  sufferings  was  in  the  dungeon,  when  on  her  knees, 
holding  her  dying  husband,  he  dropped  lifeless  from  her  arms. 
Her  glaring1  eyes  were  fixed  in  stony  hlankness  on  his  face  ;  the 
powers  of  life  seemed  suspended  in  her  ;  her  sister  and  Lewson 
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gently  raised  her,  and  slowly  led  her  unresisting  from  the  body, 
her  gaze  never  for  an  Infant  avoided  from  it;  when  they  reach 
the  prison  door  site  stepped,  ah  if  awakened  from  a  franco,  littered 
a  sli rick  of  Agony  flint  would  have  pierced  the  hardest  heart,  and, 
rushing  from  them,  iii.ng  he  reel  f,  us  if  for  union  in  death,  on  the 
prostrate  ioriii  In.- lore  her. 

She  stood  alone  on  her  height  of  excellence.  Her  acting  was 
perfection,  and  as  T  retail  it  I  do  not  wonder,  novice  as  I  was,  at 
my  perturbation  when  on  the  stage  wilh  her.  But  in  the  progress 
of  the  play  T.  gradually  n  gdned  mere  and  inoremy  self-possession, 
and  in  the  last  scene  as  she  slood  by  the  side  wing,  wailing  for  tlie 
cue  of  her  entrance,  on  my  utieranec  of  the  words,  "  My  wife  and 
sister!  well — well!  there  is  but  one  pang  more,  and  then  farewell 
world!"  she  raised  her  hands,  dapping  loudly,  and  calling  out 
"  Bravo !  sir,  bravo  !"  in  sight  of  part  of  the  audience,  who  joined 
in  her  applause. 

It  would  not  he  easy  to  describe  the  relief  1  felt  when  Ibis  frying 
night  was  over.  The  next  morning  T  paid  my  required  visit  ather 
hotel,  and  going  through  the  scenes  of  'Douglas,'  carefully  re- 
corded her  directions,  and,  in  a,  more  composed  stafo  than  I  hat! 
been  on  the  previous  day,  took  my  leave.  I  was,  in  ordinary 
terms,  "at  home  M  in  the  part  of  Xorval,  and  of  course  acted  with 
more  than  usual  care  and  spirit.  lint,  who  thai  had  ever  seen  it 
could  forget  her  performance  of  Lady  Randolph?  In  the  part  of 
Mrs.  Beverley  the  imago  of  eoni  nead  devotion  was  sol  oil' with  every 
charm  of  grace  and  winning  softness.  In  Lady  "Randolph  the 
sorrows  of  widowhood  and  the  inalornal  fondness  of  the  chieftains 
daughter  assumed  a  loftier  demeanour,  but  still  the  mother's  heart 
showed  itself  above  all  power  of  repress:  on  by  conventional  control, 
111  her  first  interview  with  Xorval,  presented  as  Lord  liamlolph's 
defender  from  the  assassins,  the  mournful  admiration  of  her  look, 
as  she  fixed  her  gaze  upon  him,  plainly  told  that  the  tear  which 
Randolph  observed  to  start  in  her  eye  was  nature's  parental 
instinct  in  the  presence  of  her  sod.  The  violence  of  her  agitation 
while  listening  to  old  Xorvol's  narration  of  the  perils  of  her  infant 
seemed  beyond  her  power  longer  to  endure,  and  the  words,  faintly 
articulated,  ns  if  I  he  last  effort,  of  a  mortal  agony,  "  "Was  he  alive';" 
sent  an  electric  (In-ill  through  (he  audience.  In  disclosing  the 
secret  of  his  birth  to  Xorval,  and  acknowledging  herself  his 
mother,  how  exquisite  was  the  tenderness  with  which  she  gave 
loose  to  tho  indulgence  of  her  affection  !  As  he  knelt  before  her 
she  wreathed  her  fingers  in  his  hair,  parted  it  from  his  brow,  in 
silence  looking  into  his  features  to  liaee  there  the  resemblance  of 
the  husband  of  her  love,  thendropping  on  her  knees,  and  throwing 
her  arms  around  him,  she  showered  kis.ses  on  him,  and  again 
fastened  her  eyes  on  his,  repeating  the  lines, 

™i 
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Her  parting  instruct. Inns,  under  the  influence  of  her  fears  for  her 
sun's  safely,  wove  most  airectingly  delivered.  "When  he  had  fallen 
under  the  tread) .'reus  stab  <>t"01enalvon,  she  had  unit;  in  a  state  of 
insensibility  on  Lis  body.  On  the  approach  of  Kardolph  and  Anna 
she  began  to  recover  recollection.  To  Randolph's  excuses  her 
short  and  rapid  reply,  "Ufllito  f  tL  ink  not '."  spoke  her  indifference, 
and  disregard  of  every  worldly  tiling  beyond  1  lie  belched  object 
stretched  in  death  before  her.  Leaning  over  him,  and  gazing  with 
despairing  fondness   on  his  face,  she   spoke  out   in  heartrending 

"My  son  I— My  eon! 

My  beautiful,  niv  bi-L\vii  f — How  proud  was  I 
0?  llifie,  iiml  nf  thy  valmir;  my  fond  heart 
0\>ril(jwftil  iiiis  d:iv  nil  I]  1  L!i:i  :.:,::■:-!.  lvlmn  1  thought 
Of  growing  old  aniUst  a  rutis  of  thine!" 

The  anguish  of  her  soul  seemed  at:  length  to  have  struck  her  brain. 
The  silence  of  her  fixed  and  vacant  stare  was  terrible,  broken  at  last 
by  a  loud  and  frantic  laugh  that  made  the  hearers  shudder.  She 
then  sprang  up,  and,  with  a  few  self-questioning  words  Indicating 
her  purpose  of  selt'-dc^l  n;el  ion,  hurried  in  the  wild  madness  of  des- 
peration from  the  scene. 

On  that  evening  I  was  engaged  to  a  ball  "whore  all  the  beauties  " 
—not  of  Verona,  but,  of  Newcastle— were  to  meet.  Mrs.  Siddons 
after  the  play  sent  to  me  to  say,  when  I  was  dressed,  she  would  bo 
glad  to  Bee  me  in  her  room.  On  going  in,  she  "  wished,"  she  said, 
"to  give  me  n  few-  words  of  ad  vice  lie  ton:  taking  leave,  of  mo.  You 
are  in  tho  right  way,'-  she  said,  l;  but  remember  what  I  say,  study, 
Btudy,  study,  and  do  not  marry  till  you  are  thirty.  I -remember 
what  it  was  to  be  obliged  to  sludy  a!  nearly  year  age  with  a  young 
family  about  me.  Beware  of  that, :  keep  your  mind  on  your  art,  do 
not  remit  youi-stu.lv  and  you  are  certain  to  succeed.  I  know  you 
are  expected  at  a  ball  to  night,  so  i  will  not  detain  you,  but  do  not 
forget  my  words:  study  well,  and  God  bless  you."  Her  words 
lived  with  me,  and  often'  in  moments  of  despondency,  have  come  to 
cheer  me.  Her  acting  was  a  revelation  to  me,  which  ever  after 
had  its  influence  on  mo  in  the  study  of  my  art.  Kase,  grace,  un- 
tiring energy  through  all  the  variations  of  human  passion,  blended 
into  that  grand  anil  massive,  style,  ha.d  been  with  her  the  result,  of 
patient  application.  On  first  witnessing  her  wonderful  imperso- 
nations I  may  say  with  the  poet : 

"  Then  felt  I  like  some  watcher  of  the  sides 
When  a  new  planet  swims  into  his  ken." 

And  T  can  only  liken  the  c-iTeef  they  produced  on  me,  in  developing 
new  trains  of  thought,  to  the  awakening  power  that,  Michael 
Angclo's  sketch  of  (he  colossal  head  in  the  Farncsiaa  is  said  to  have 
had  on  the  mind  of  ltaphael. 

Little  of  interest  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
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I  acted  Bella  in  a  translation  from  K"ot  7  choc's  '  "Virgin  of  the  Sun,' 
a  melodramatic  kind  of  blustering  hero,  given  in  London  to  Young, 
where  the  play  was  produced  chiefly  on  the  speculation  of  attrac- 
tion from  the  machinist. 'sv  01k  italic  representation  of  an  earthquake. 
From  Newcastle  the  company  was  transferred  to  Birmingham, 
where  I  continued  my  regular  coin-so  of"  study,  rehearsing,  act  in  a-, 
and  attending  to  the  general  business  of  the  stage,  Iloiman  and 
his  daughter  appeared  for  a  lew  nights,  giving  me  another  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  acting  of  a  bypni-e  time.  He  was  remarkably 
handsome,  though  inclined  1o  obesity,  hi.s  tendency  to  which  lie 
endeavoured  to  combat  by  a  chicken  diet.  Ho  was  vain  of  his 
person,  hut  very  pleasing  in  his  manners,  well  educated,  having 
taken  his  master's  degree  at  Ox  lord,  and  ought:  to  have  reached  a 
higher  degree  in  his  art  if  he  had  thought  more  of  it  and  less  of 
himself.  He  was  said  to  have  been  in  his  youth  very  animated  ;  so 
much  bo,  as  to  be  reported  on  one  occasion,  "  In  the  very  torrent, 
tempest,  and  whirlwind  of  his  passion,"  to  have  lost  so  much  his 
self-command  as  to  nibs  his  loosing  and  precipitate  himself  over 
the  footlights  into  the  orchestra  in  the  midst  of  the  astonished 
musicians.  Bat  now  the  fire  was  spent,  and  in  his  acting  he  was  as 
cold  and  artificial  in  his  practised  tunes  and  movements  as  an 
automaton.  He  was  to  he  respected  as  a  perfect  gentleman,  but 
nothing  was  to  lie  gained  from  him  in  theory  or  practice  on  the 

Somo  little  time  previous  (I  think  in  the  winter)  TV.  II.  West 
Betty,  the  ci-dt-wnt  young  Koscins,  alter  leaving  Cambridge,  re- 
appeared on  the  stage  at,  L'ath,  i*.  here  he  phij  id  lb  rough  a  long  and 
very  successful  engagement.,  much  followed  and  caressed  by  tlio 
fashionables  of  the  place.  His  figure  no  longer  retained  its  sym- 
metrical proportions,  having  grown  bulky  anil  heavy,  but  his  face 
was  very  handsome.  He,  wiih  wcl'-i  -alcrJated  judgment,  had  deter- 
mined on  gleaning  what  he  could  from  the  country  theatres  before 
hazarding  a  venture  in  presence  of  a  London  audience.  Being 
announced  to  perform  two  nights  at  Wolverhampton,  my  father, 
with  the  expectation  that,  be  would  joyfully  welcome  his  former 
playfellow,  sent  me  over  to  see  him,  and  propose  an  engagement  at 
Birmingham. 

The  coach  sat  mo  down  at  his  inn  some  time  before  his  arrival, 
for  which  I  waited  with  some  impatience.  He  was  to  act  Achmet 
that. same  evening,  but  there'  was  no  excitement  in  the  town  on 
that  occasion.  At  about  three  o'clock  the  waiter  gave  me  notice 
that  Mr.  Betty  was  coming,  and  I  hastened  out  of  the  coffee- 
room  to  meet  him.  as  he  drove  in  his  tandem  into  the  gates.  I 
introduced  myself  with  all  tho  heartiness  of  an  old  acquaintance, 
and  was  somewhat  mortified  by  his  cool  reception  of  me.  He 
gave  directions  about  his  carriage  and  hoisgs,  and  went  to  the 
room  prepared  for  him  ;  I.  a  coach  lia-scngcr.  and  one  of  little  note, 
retired  to  the  coffee-room,  where  I  ordered  dinner,  and  sat  chewing 
the  cad  of  my  slighted  advances.    In  a  little  time,  as  if  he  had 
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bethought  himself,  he  crime  into  the  room,  and  "with,  an  altered 
manner  entered  into  cmiversaiiim.  On  soring  the  preparations  for 
my  dinner,  lie  requested  me  to  order  it  into  hisrontu,  that  we  might 
talk  over  matters  without  fear  of  interruption.  "With  this  arrange- 
ment we  discussed  Ike  siih/eoi,  of  i  lie  proposed  engagement,  and  ho 
agreed  to  give  my  father  the  earliest  notice  of  (lie  time  at  his 
disposal.  At  night  I  saw  him  act,  luit.  sei  mingly  in  a  careless  way, 
the  house  being  hut  indifferent.  After  some,  weeks  ho  came  to 
Birmingham,  and  played  to  moderately  good  receipts  around  of  his 
characters.  His  suh-ci|nent  appearance,  in  London  was  a  failure, 
but  I  am  disposed  to  think  his  talents  were  not  fairly  appreciated. 
It  seemed  as  if  the  public  re-tented  on  the  grown  man  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  idolatry  they  had  hlindly  lavished  on  the  boy. 
There  was  a  Trjctiliaril.y  in  his  level  elocution  tliat  was  not 
agreeable,  a  sort  of  sing-song  and  a  catch  in  his  voice  that 
suggested  to  the  listener  the  delivery  of  words  learned  by  heart,  not 
flowing  from,  the  impulse  or  .necessity  of  the  occasion;  but  when 
warmed  into  pas-ion  he  became  possessed  with  the  spirit  of  the 
scene,  and  in  "witnessing  as  1  have-  done  his  illustration  of  passages 
with  aJl  the  originality  and  tire  of  genius,  the  conviction  was 
pressed  upon  me  that  it"  he  had  not  to  his  prejudice  the  comparison 
of  his  boyish  triumphs,  and  tho  faulty  manner  derived  from 
frequent  careless  repetition,  lie  would  have  maintained  a  distin- 

guidual  position  in  his  rna'.nrer  years. 

In  an  engagement  with  >Iiss  Mrrdih  T  acted  Lord  Hastings  in 
'Jane  Shore,'  Percy  in  the  play  of  that,  name,  and  Orestes  in  the 
'Distressed  Mother-'  in  the  two  latter  characters  I  was  sensible 
of  considerable-  improvement.  From  the  ad  in.tr  of  Mrs.  Siddons  I 
had  received  a  great  lesson.  Where  opportunely  presented  itself. 
she  never  failed  to  bring  out  the  passion  of  the  scene  and  the 
meaning  of  the  poet  by  gesi  ore  ami  act  ion  more  powerfully,  I  am 
convinced,  than  he  originally  conceived  it ;  but  in  giving  life,  and 
as  it  were  reality,  lo  the  character  she  represented,  she  never 
resorted  to  trick,  or  introduced  what,  actors  call  "business,"  fre- 
quently inappropriate.  a:iil  rc.-.uhing  from  the  want  of  intelligence 
to  penetrate  tho  depth,  of  the  emotions  to  be  portrayed. 

In  contrast  lo  ihu  grand  simplicity  of  "Airs.  Siddons,  Mis*  Smith's 
attempts  at  effect  were  as  manifest  as  they  were  in  judicious.  1 
particularly  remember  one  insianee.  In  a  mad  scene  of  Ehvina, 
she  took  her  scarf  from  her  shoo  biers,  on-i  1  ■  1 1  --  i  ■  ■  ■  1  herself  for  some 
time  in  arraying  in  it  tlie  fancied  figure  standing  before  her  of 
her  lover  Percy,  and  while  the  drapery  fell  to  the  ground,  smiled 
complacently  on  what  she  meant  to  be  the  accomplishment  of  her 
design,  hut  to  which  the  senses  of  the  spectator  gave  a  direct 
contradiction,  a.s  her  own  sense  should  have  told  her  must  bo  tho 
ease.  She  had  a  geo.I  voice,  and  what  would  be  called  a  good 
stage  face;  but  of  the  soul,  that  goes  to  the  making  of  an  artist, 
there  was  none.  Vehemence  and  noise  were  with  her,  as  with  so 
many  mediocre  performers,  tho  interpreters  of  passion.     She  for 
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some  years  retained  in  Drury  Lane  possession  of  the  leading 
characters,  finite  <k  mi\  «.;■■,  but  made  no  iriijini'Sf-ion  on  the  public. 
Her  engagement,  at.  Coveut  fiarden  did  not  extend  beyond  the  Inst 
Reason,  in  which  she  wjs  the  Cora  in  the  play  of  the  'Virgin  of  tho 
Sun.'  In  the  cariliquake  scone  of  that  play,  bo  fore  alluded  to, 
Alonzo  rescues  Cora  from  tlie  falling  ruins  of  the  Temple  of  the 
Bun,  in  which  scene  the  single  good  speech  of  Alonzo,  acted  by 
Huntley,  a  young  performer  of  some  t.aleul,  bud  place.  But  to  the 
great  distress  and  mortiiiealion  of  poor  .1  h;iitliy,  who  on  the  three 
or  four  first  nights  had  been  warmly  apphiudcd  in  his  .speech,  Miss 
Smith  was,  every  night  alter,  overpowered  by  her  feelings,  and, 
fainting  in  bis  anus,  lie  was  obliged  to  carry  her  off.  Young,  who 
felt  for  tho  disappointment  of  the  young  actor,  consoled  him  with 
the  intimation  that  they  would  find  a  remedy  for  these  periodical 
fainting-fits,  and  prepared  the  actors  accordingly.  At  the  usual 
point  of  the  scene,  Cora  sank  as  usual  into  the  arms  of  Alonzo,  who, 
on  bearing  her  oui  of  sig'ai  of  I  ho-  audience,  was  met  by  a  crowd  of 
the  players  bustling  about  in  alTeek-d  eagerness  of  sympathy  and 
concern,  Young  loudest  among  them,  to  "  carry  the  poor  Cora  into 
the  green-room,"  whore  a  roaring  fire  had  been  got  ready.  She 
was  laid  on  a  couch  over  the  fonder,  cloaks  laid  over  her,  and  a 
glass  of  hot  water  put  to  her  lips;  she  soon  recovered  under  these 
restoratives,  and  retired  to  her  dressing-room,  but  was  never  known 
to  faint  again  whilst  she  remained  in  Ibe  theatre. 

At  liirminghiini  ibis  season  1  added  but  few  now  characters  to 
my  -repirto'-n—  among  them  Zaphna,  in  Hill's  bald  translation  of 
Voltaire's  Olahnrnot.'  An  incident  at  this  period,  originating  in 
my  appetite  for  a  frolic,  proved  to  nic  an  experience  thai,  operated 
advantageously  in  the  correction  of  precipitation  in  judgment 
through  subsequent  years.  The  announcement  was  shown  to  me 
in  tho  green-room  of  one  of  our  inferior  act  ors,  named  Wilson,  for 
the  part  of  lago  at  Sutton  Ooldheld,  where  a  strolling  company 
was  acting  in  a  barn.  The  name  of  the  actor  "  from  tlie  T.  K. 
liirmingbam  "  was  in  largo  typo  in  the  playbill,  "  for  Ibe  benefit  of 
the  manager."  The  fun  1  anticipated  from  the  travestie  that 
might  be  looked  for,  and  the  enjoyment  of  Wilson's  consternation 
at  seeing  his  chief  .among  the  audience,  made  it,  an  easy  business 
for  me  to  persuade  my  father  to  order  a  eliaise  and 'make  the  eight 
miles' journey  ;  wo  arrived  in  time  for  the  second  scene  of  the 
play,  and  were  soon  defected  in  the  pit  (there  were  no  boxes)  by 
the  keen-sighted  lago.  Tho  words  of  the  tragedy  were  spoken 
without  many  lapses,  and  the  performance,  whimsical  in  some  of 
its  makeshifts,  was  more  lopeetabio,  though  very  dull,  than  could 
have  been  expected.  Eeturning  home,  I  was  remonstrating  with 
my  father  on  what  now  seemed  to  me  his  undervaluing  of  Wilson, 
whose  performance  of  lago  was  so  very  respeclablc,  and  so  much 
beyond  what  I  had  looked  for  from  bis  acting  at  liirmingham, 
where  I  thought  lie  should  be  allowed  higher  characters  and  more 
opportunities.    My  father's  retort  was  very  homely,  "You  fool, 
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"William  !  cannot  you  see  that,  he  only  appeared  so  much  better  to 

Sou  because  he  was  by  tho  side  of  actors  so  much  worse  titan 
imself?"  J  doubted  the  correctness  of  tho  remark  at  the  time  ; 
but,  a  few  nights  after,  seeing  Wilson  beside  the  more  efficient 
members  of  the  "Itinniughain  company,  I  was  obliged  to  confess  the 
deception  of  my  judgment,  and  that:  he  was  in  truth  as  bad  as  I 
bad  at  first  thought  him.  This  way  a  lesson,  which  taught  me  to 
measure  a  player  by  tho  conception  of  his  poet,  and  by  the  scvero 
truth  of  nature  g-tavding  myself  front  being  misled  by  any  adven- 
titious or  false  effects. 

Before  the  close  of  the  season,  Mr.  W.  Dituond.  the  author  of 
several  successful  plays,  and  manager  of  the  liath  and  Bristol 
Theatres,  being  one  night  in  the  theatre,  sent  round  a  note  to 
express  bis  wish  to  see  me  after  the  piny  on  business.  In  a  short 
interview  in  my  dressing-room,  he  inquired  if  I  should  have  any 
objection  lo  make  an  engagement  at  liatli,  which  was  always  con- 
sidered the  stepping-stone  to  London.  To  this  overture  I  stated 
my  inability  to  leave  in.v  father,  on  which  he  begged  me  to  hear  in 
mind  the  willingness,  of  the  Bath  management  to  negotiato  with 
me  ■whenever  I  should  think  ol'  changing  iuy  present  position. 

The  .second  visit,  of  ■'  the  horses  ''  ga.ve  roe  a  holiday  at  Pari,-; vale, 
and  this  season,  which  was  not  a  profitable  one,  terminated  my 
father's  connection  with  Birmingham.  From  thence  the  company 
was  removed  in  lite  autumn  to  Leicester,  where  Mrs.  Jordan 
opened  the  theatre,  acting  two  nights.  1  f  Mrs.  Siddons  appeared 
a  personification  of  the  tragic  muse,  certainly  all  i  he  attributes  of 
Thalia  were  most  joyously  combined  in  Mrs.  Jordan.  With  a 
spirit  of  fun,  that  would  have  eiti-laaghed  Tuck  himself,  there 
was  a  discrimination,  an  identity  with  her  character,  an  artistic 
arrangement  of  the  scene  that  made  all  appear  spontaneous  and 
accidental,  though  elaboraied  wit  it  the  greatest  care.  Her  voico 
was  one  of  the  most  melodious  I  ever  hoard,  which  she  could  vary 
by  certain  bass  tones,  that  would  have  disturbed  the  gravity  of  a 
hermit;  and  who  that  once  heard  that  laugh  of  hers  could  ever 
forget  it?  The  words  id'  Mih.cui  would  have  applied  well  to  her 
—  "  Oh,  the  words  ki.ugltcd  on  he  lips  !"  Mrs.Nesbitt,  the  charm- 
ing actress  of  a  later  day,  had  a  fasoinat  ing  power  in  the  sweetly- 
ringing  notes  of  her  hearty  mirth,  but  Mrs.  Jordan's  laugh  was  so 
rich,  so  apparently  irrepressible,  so  delicionsly  -ell-enjoying,  as  to 
be  at  all  times  ir.resisnblo.  lis  contm_ious  power  would  have 
broken  down  the  conventional  serenity  of  Lord  Chesterfield 
himself. 

Our  first  play  was  '  The  Wonder,  a  Wom;itt  keeps  a  Secret,'  by 
Mrs.  Centime,  in  which  she  was  tho  Violaute.  I  had  to  prepare 
to  meet  this  unrivalled  artist  in  the  part  of  Den  i'elix.  This  was 
atrial  to  me;  for  I  have  always  felt  something  like  an  instinctive 
reverence  for  genius,  in  whatsoever  range  of  art  or  science  it  may 
have  developed  itself.  It  is  in  Mackliu's  clever  comedy  of '  Tho 
Man  of  tho  World,'  that  Sir  Perl  max  Maesycophant   observes,  "I 
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never  in  my  life  could  stand  straight  in  1  lie  presence  of  a  great 
man.  I  always  bowed  and  boned,''  iVi'.  That  iioxiijility  of  spine 
before  men  whom  wealth  or  title  makes  great  to  the  eyes  of  many, 
I  have  never  IV) f.  but  in  the  presences  of  (hose  endowed  by  nature 
with  that  mental  superiority  which  shines  out  in  truo  genius;  I 
have  always  laboured  umler  ilie  sense  of  my  own  comparative 
littleness,  and  for  a  time  been  oppressed  with  the  idea  of  my  in- 
ability to  cope  with  them.  I  went  to  work  therefore  with  my 
usual  resolution  to  do  my  best  with  my  part,  hut  not  without  mis- 
givings. At  rehearsal  t  remarked,  as  i  watched  this  charming 
actress  intently  through  her  first  scene,  how  minute  and  how 
particular  her  directions  were  :  nor  would  she  be  satisfied,  till  by- 
repetition  she  had  seen  the  business  executed  exactly  to  her  wish. 
The  moving  picture,  iiie  very  life  of  the  scene  was  perfect  in  her 
mind,  and  she  transferred  it  in  all  its  earnestness  to  every  move- 
ment on  the  stage. 

When  the  cue  for  my  entrance  as  Felix  was  given,  it  was  not 
without  embarrass  n  icnt  that  my  ten7  first;  word  a  were  spoken;  but 
her  good-nature  soon  relieved  me,  for  when  1  expressed  the  love 
that  wrestled  with  a  suspicions  temper  in  the  words,  "  True  love 
has  many  fears,  and  fear  as  many  ryes  as  fame ;  yet  sure— I  think 
—they  see  no  fault  in  thee  ]"  she  paused,  apparently  in  a-  sort  of 
surprise,  and  with  great,  and  grave  emphasis,  said,  "Very  well, 
indeed,  sir!"  This  crave  me  again  my  perfect  self-possession,  and 
I  was  able  to  atte  nd  to  all  her  remarks  and  treasure  up  the  points 
in  which  she  gave  greater  prominence  to  the  text.  I  have  seen 
many  "V Mantes  since,  but  where  was  there  one  who  could,  like 
her,  excite  the  bursts  of  rupture  in  an  audi'  nee,  when  she  recovered 
from  the  deadly  apuiy  ijn<i  v.hieh  her  fears  of  discovery  had  thrown 
her,  and  prepared  herself  fur  her  triumph  ovi.r  her  jealous  lover? 
The  mode  in  which  siie  tn.uj.dd;  the  Flora  to  act  her  parts  was  a 
lesson  to  make  an  actress.  The  trite  quotation  laudahr  tumporit) 
adi  is  equally  thrown,  as  an  accusation  or  a  sneer,  in  the  teeth  of 
those  who  dwell  upon  the  memory  of  what  no  longer  exists.  But 
it  is  not  alone  upon  the  strength  of  my  single  judgment  that  I  set 
so  high  a  value  on  the  art  which  these  gifted  individuals  displayed  ; 
the  effect  they  produced  on  their  audiences  was  such  as  succeeding 
aspirants  have  never  been  able  to  excel.  I  Irs.  Jordan's  engage- 
ment was  finished  by  the  'Belle's  Stratagem,'  in  which  she  acted 
Letitia  Hardy. 

The  new  Drury  Lane  Theatre  was  oyiennl  October  10th,  1812, 
with  Lord  Byron's  address,  whieh  he  had  been  solicited  bytho 
Committee,  dissatisfied  with  those  scut  in  for  competition,  to 'write; 
and  upon  tho  heels  of  this  came  forth  (he  '  Hr-juded  Addresses'  of 
James  and  Horace  Smith,  to  make  a  laugh  wherever  a  page  of  tho 
work  was  opened.  The  Leicester  season  gave  me  practice,  and 
added  to  my  experience  without  any  particular  event  to  stamp  it 
on  my  memory. 

At  Newcastle  the  theatre  was  opened  by  Mrs,  Jordan  before  my 
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arrival  there,  and  I  do  not  recoller't  what  were  her  characters. 
My  attention  was  given  to  the  revival  of  Shakespeare's  'Kins 
Richard  II.';  a  play  of  the  [ji.'t-f'iirstinnt.-.o  of  which  there  is  no  record 
since  Shakespeare's  time,  with  due  omissions.  I  had  prepared  it,  for 
representation,  and  it.  was  produce:!  will)  all  (lie  scenic  effect  that 
the  limits  of  the  lheat.ro  would  admit  of.  It  was  a  complete  success. 
and  proved  the  attraction  of  the  season  ;  but  though  applauded  in 
the  acting,  it  has  not  kept  the  slage  ;  and  it  lias  often  excited  the 
wonder  of  Shakespearean  critic^,  that  it:  should  have  lain  so  long 
neglected  ami  .still  should  enjoy  so  lit.lle  popularity.  The  passion 
of  its  language  and  the  Loamy  of  its  poetry  ^'.ae-idei-cd  apart  from 
effect  in  represent  at  ioa)  have  dazzled  its  readers,  and  blinded  them 
to  tho  absence  of  any  marked  idiosyncrasy  in  the  persons  of  the 
drama,  and  to  tho  want  of  strong  purpose  hi  any  of  them.  Not  one 
does  anything  to  cause  a  result.  All  seom  floated  along  on  the 
tides  of  circumstance.  Nothing:  has  its  source  in  premeditation. 
Richard's  aols  are  those  of  idle,  almost,  childish,  levity,  wanton 
caprice,  or  unreflecting  injustice.  He  is  alternately  confidently 
boastful  andpiLsi]l:i:ii!!',uasly  despondent.  His  extravagant  persua- 
sions of  kingly  inviolability,  and  of  heavenly  iriterposition  in  hip 
behalf,  meet  with  no  response  in  the  sympathies  of  an  audience. 
His  grief  is  that  of  ft  spoiled,  passionate  hoy  ;  but  the  language  in 
which  it  is  expressed  is  in  the  loftiest  strain  of  poetry  and  passion, 
lioliugbroko,  by  the  concurrence  of  events  beyond  his  calculation, 
is  raised  to  the  throne.  Wo  perceive  character  in  him  in  his  own 
description  of  himself  in  the  'First  fart  of  Kin;-  Henry  IT.,' but 
in  his  entrances  and  exits  through  this  play  there  is  nothing  to 
distinguish  him  :  so  by  York's  touching  picture  of  the  degraded 
Richard's  humiliating  entry  into  London  our  feelings  are  more 
deeply  interested  than  by  nil  11ns  fretful  wailings,  reproaches,  and 
denunciations,  eloquent  and  earnest,  as  they  are,  of  tho  deposed 
King.  York  is  a  good,  easy  man.  yielding  to  every  impulse,  bend- 
ing to  every  breeze  that  blows.  Aumcrle  is  a  courtier  and  con- 
spirator, unmarked  by  any  poealiarity  of  concerted  plan  or  urgent 
motive.  In  all  the  greater  plays  of  Sha.kespeare  purpose  and  will, 
the  general  foundations  of  character,  are  the  engines  which  set 
action  at  work.  In  '  King  Richard  II.' wo  look  for  these  in  vain. 
Macbeth.  Othello,  Tago,  Hamlet,  h'iehard  TTI..  etc.,  both  think  and 
do;  but  Richard  TL,  lioiingbi-oko,  York,  and  the  rest,  though  they 
talk  so  well,  do  little  else  than  talk,  nor  can  all  the  charm  of  com- 
position redeem,  in  a  dramatic  point  of  view,  the  weakness  resulting 
from  this  accident  in  a  play's  construct  ion.  In  none  of  his  perso- 
nations did  the  bite  i'.diuund  Kena  display  more  maslerly  elocution 
than  in  tho  third  act  of  'h'iehard  II.;'  hut  the  admiration  he 
excited  eonld  not  maintain  a  place  for  the  work  in  the  list  of  acting 
plays  among  the  favourite  dramas  of  Shakespeare. 

My  other  new  characters  this  season  were  Jiorax  in  an  adap- 
tation by  Reynolds  of  Ilryden's  "Don  Sckis'iau,'  Oroonoko  in 
Southern's  affecting  tragedy  of   that  name,  King  Kichard  III., 
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and  Mark  Antony  in  Shakespeare's  '  Antony  and  Cleopatra.'  My 
attempt  in  Richard  «n-  received  with  approbation,  though  my 
figure  was  unsuitod  to  the  part;  an  objection  T  have  always  felt, 
even  when  borne  along  l>y  the  fervent  in  .[.In  use  of  (lie  audience.  A 
humped-backed  tall  man  is  not  in  nature,  and  T  felt  myself  contra- 
dicting in  my  appearance  the  words  Shak.i  spcare  had  given  me  to 
speak — an  interference  with  that  persuasion  of  reality  under  which, 
to  be  master  of  his  audience,  every  utter  should  endeavour  to  bring 
himself.  My  aim  in  the.  study  and  presentation  of  a  character 
has  been  always  identical  with  that  of  the  (iennan  actor  Sch roe der, 
who,  in  reply  to  the  encomiums  of  his  admirers,  on  same  particular 
passage  or  scene,  would  impatiently  exclaim,  "  Ai-jo  Hen  joiieh 
rdle  1     Ai-je  He  l.e  personnage  '!  " 

HFy  remembrance,  too,  of  ticorgc  I'rederio  Coolie,  whose  peculi- 
arities added  so  much  to  the  effect  of  his  performance,  served  to 
detract  from  my  ennlv.lenoe  in  assuming  the  crooked-back  tyrant, 
Cooke's  varieties  of  tone-  seemed  Hunted  to  a  loud  harsh  croak 
descending  tc  the.  lowest  andilde  murmur;  hut  there  was  such  sig- 
nificance in  each  inflexion,  look,  and  gesture,  and.  such  impressive 
earnestness  in  his  whole  bearing,  that  lie  compelled  your  attention 
and  interest.  He  was  thcli'ichnrd  of  his  day;  andiuSbylock,  Iago, 
Sir  Archy  Macsarcasm,  and  Mir  i'crtinax  Macsycophant,  he  defied 
competition.  His  popularity  far  excelled  that  of  Kemble  ;  but  ho 
became  the  very  slave  of  inletr.pcraiLce,  remaining  at  times  for  days 
together  in  a  state  of  debauch.  .His  habiis.  of  inebriety  subjected 
him  frequently  to  the  signal  disopprol -a! ion  of  his  audience,  upon 
whom  he  would  s<  met  hues  retort  wit  It  more  vehemence  than  deli- 
cacy. It  is  reported  of  him,  that  on  one  occasion,  when  a  young 
Officer  in  the  stage-box  made  himself  conspicuous  in  interrupting 
the  play,  Cooke  went  close  up  lo  him,  and  in  his  distinctly  audible 
pi'iiiiniimn  addressed  him  :  "  1) — —  n  you,  sir  1  You  are  an  ensign ? 
Sir,  the  King  (find  bless  him)  can  make  any  fool  an  officer,  but  it 
is  only  the  great  God  Almighty  that  can  make  on  actor!"  At 
another  time,  in  Liverpool,  wlien  scarcely  able  to  go  through  his 
part,  the  audience  most,  jttslly  manifested  their  indignation;  he 
stopped,  and  addressed  to  them  this  insolent  affront :  •*  Your  ap- 
plause or  your  disapproval  aro  indifferent  to  me:  there's  not  one 
brick  upon  another  in  yonr  town  that,  is  not  cemented  with  a 
fellow-creature's  blood!"  alluding  to  the  African  Slave  Trade, 
then  principally  carried  on  in  Liverpool  ships. 

His  face  was  only  expressive  of  the  sterner  emotions,  of  which  a 
whimsical  evidence  was  afforded  one  evening,  when,  something  tho 
worse  for  wine  or  spirits  lie  had  drunk,  he  volunteered  to  exhibit 
to  a  young  man  sitting  opposite  to  him  the  various  passions  of  tho 
human  heart  in  the  successive  changes  of  his  countenance.  Ac- 
cordingly, having  fixed  his  features,  he  triumphantly  asked  his 
admirer,  "  Now,  sir,  what  passion  is  that  '<"  The  yoking  gentleman 
will]  complacent  confidence  replied,  ''That  is  revenge,  Mr.  Cooke." 
"  You  lie,  sir ;  it's  love  !"  was  Cooke's  abrupt  rejoinder.  But,  when 
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in  possession  of  himself.  Iris  manners  were  most  pleasing:  and  Iris 
address  most  fremlr-niaiily.  Two  of  my  schoolfellow's,  Henry  and 
William  Hanm or,  sons  of  Sir  Thomas  Ifanmcr,  in  returning  from 
the  holidays  to  lh;^liy,  <up]i<.l  one  uvniinj  with  my  father  after  1  lie 

Slay,  in.  which  Cooke  had  been  acting.  Cooke  was  of  the  party, 
lenry  Hanmer,  then  a  young  man,  subsequently  a  Colonel  in  the 
Guards,  was  quite  charmed  wiil).  his  jniid  ami  agreeable  manners 
and  his  interesting  conversation.  As.  of  many  others, it  used  to 
be  said  of  him,  that  lie  was  no  one's  enemy  Lmt  his  own;  a  shallow- 
coin  pi  it  n  cut,  nattering  the  easiness  of  his  disposition  at  the 
expense  of  more  solid  and  indisp  en  sable  qualities. 

The  part  of  Mark  Antony  was  announced  for  my  own  "benefit," 
and  si^naHsed  l:>y  an  extraordinary  occurrence.  The  partiality 
that  was  invariably  manifested  towards  me  in.  Newcastle,  where  I 
.  was  to  my  latest  appeari-inee  spoken  of  as  "William  Macready  or 
Mr.  "William,  never  failed  to  display  itself  on  the  occasion  of  my 
"  benefit  nights."  TWcry  place  in  the  boxes  had  been  taken  some 
days  before  ;  and  from  the  demand  for  tickets,  an  overflowing 
house  was,  as  usuid,  looked  for.  "lint  on  the  morning  of  the  day, 
the  box-keeper,  with  a  very  rueful  countenance,  camo  up  to  our 
lodgings  at  some  distance  fnmi  the  theatre,  to  inform  my  father 
that  in  the  nighl  there  bad  been  silked  on  the  box-entrance  door 
a  paper  with  doggre]  rhymes,  to  tlie  eil'eei.  that  T  bad  "shamefully 
misused  and  even  kicked"  (!)  a  Miss  Sulivan,  a  very  pretty  girl,  all 
actress  in  the  theatre,  who  was  that  night  to  perform  Cleopatra. 
Although  it  was  not  an  tin  frequent  practice  of  country  actresses  to 
endeavom  to  advance  their  interests  by  representing  themselves  as 
ill-used  by  Ihe  manager,  and  creating  a  parly  feeling  against  him, 
I  think  she  was  perfectly  innocent  of  any  participation  in  this 
attempt  to  damage  nie  in  public  opinion.  "My  attentions  at  that- 
time  were  addressed  more  pointedly  in  another  frequenter  of  the 
green-room  than  to  her,  and  this  could  have  been,  the  only  ground 
of  dissatisfaction,  if  any  existed  :  for  the  "  manager's  son"  was  of 
no  little  consideration  in  the  limits  of  a  green-room  circle.  The 
paper  had  attracted  crowds  before  it  had  been  removed,  and  the 
excitement  was  as  great  in  the  town  as  if  the  theatre  had  been 
blown  up  ;  but  the  general  feeling  was  one  of  indignation  at  the 
calumny  and  the  dastardly  means  adopted  to  circulate  it.  When 
informed  of  its  I  determined  not  to  hold  conversation  of  any  kind, 
nor  to  exchange  one  word  with  Miss  Sulivan  until  I.  appeared  with 
her  on  the  stage  at  night,  i'riends,  and  persons  not  known  before, 
thronged  to  the  box-otlioe  in  the  morning  to  express  their  abhor- 
rence of  this  infamous  libel,  and  many  stopped  me  in  the  street  to 
testify  the  friendly  sentiment  toward  me  that,  pervaded  the  town  on 
the  subject.  So  monstrous  an  accusation,  and  lis  base  intention, 
naturally  agitated  me  ;  but.  in  the  consciousness  of  freedom  from  all 
violation  of  gentli/man-liiio  deportment  towards  the  actresses  ray 
mind  was  clear,  and  resolved  on  the-  course  to  pursue.  The  night- 
came  ;  every  "  hole  and  corner,"  to  use  the  common  phrase,  was 
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filled  long  before  llio  curtain  rose.  Upon  my  entrance  with 
Cleopatra,  Miss  Sulivan,  in  in y  hand,  the  applause  and.  shouting 
were  deafening.  When  silence  was  obtained,  I  went  forward,  and 
addressing  the  audience,  observed  tfiiit,  indebted  to  tlicm  as  1  was 
for  many  proofs  of  their  favour,!  was  mure  obliged  to  them  for  the 
confidence  in  me  they  showed  Unit  umhi,  than  for  all  theirprevions 
indulgence;  and,  alluding  to  " the"  paper,"  stated  that  I  had 
designedly  not  spoken  to  .Mips  Sulivan  since  1  had  heard  of  it,  but 
that  I  would  now  request  her  to  answer  before  them  to  some 
questions.  "Have  I  ever  been  guilty  of  any  injustice  of  any  kind 
to  you  since  you  have  been  in  the  theatre  V"  Her  answer,  "No, 
sir,"  was  received  with  shouts.  "  ITave  T  ever  behaved  to  you  in 
an  urigentleinanllko  manner?"  "No,  sir."  Loud  shouts  repeated. 
'■It  is  unnecessary  to  ask,  but  to  satisfy  the  wriler  of  the  anony- 
mous libel,  have  lever  kicked  you  .' ':  Her  answer  of  "  Oh,  no,  sir! " 
was  given  amid  lite  hearty  exclamations  and  laughter  of  I  he  excited 
crowds  of  box,  pit.  and  gallery,  and  the  play  proceeded,  but  with 
little  effect ;  for  Antony,  the  voluptuary  and'  doting  spoilt  child  of 
fortune,  was  not  within  the  compass  of 'a  tyro  as  J  then  was.  This 
was  the  first  attempt  T  had  to  encounter  of  this  sett,  of  stabbing  in 
the  dark.  I  lament  to  add,  1  became  more  familiarised  to  it  as  my 
experience  extended  ;  the  object  of  my  assailant  was  nothing  less 
than  my  ruin  ;  in  one  instance  my  lite  Was  aimed  at,  but  that  was 
not  in  England. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

1813-1814.— First  appearand  as  Hamlet,  in  flinsg.iv.— Fuftlior  new  parts— 
Power  of  rnpi.t  study — Siaciair — Mrs.  Jiiski>;>  -DiniifVifs — Acting  with 
Potty — N'ewcuslle — Critieisai  mi  Betty's  m-tiiist-  -y-::p:ii-:i t iijji  from  luther— 
JSrotlicr  eol.ni'.J  the  aroiy  as  a  yoiimieer  |iriv;ifi;-  -  -H.;i.:ni:iaatiotl  Willi  lather — 
Comes  of  ny— llislts  of  a  ]il:iyor's  life — Clondes  lu-mole  and  his  wife  — 
A'biprnt.i  in  of  '  Miirmiun  '-  Baraard  Cnstie.  Kul.u',  Kokcbv — Adaptation  of 
Scott's  'Kokeby'— I*iith.ii-  Luilds  new  theatre  at  Carlisle— Holiday  at  Holy 
Inland — Escape  fr.au  a  quicksand  -l'eil'ormjiiue  to  an  audieooo  of  three 
[)er,otn  at  Berwick  on  rcdit  of  pmoral  iihimiaathos— formi;  ai.d  Emery— 
A  woaderfoi  effort  of  memory — Miss  0'_\eili's  a|ipr;ir:ne:e  :;i.  Oon.'oc  Garden 
— Pemarkaolo  accident  at  ^ewea.^le — hnji.jemitnL  at  Bath. 

The  Glasgow  and  "Dumfries  theatres  were  now  to  be  Jet,  and  my 

father  decided  on  trying  his  fortune  with  them,  i'rom  Newcastle, 
therefore,  he  transferred  his  company  to  Glasgow.  The  opening  night 
presented  a  very  fair  attendance,  but  on  my  father's  remark  to  one 
of  the  old  servants  of  tbi ■  theatre,  that  the  house  was  very  good, 
"Aye,  but,"  he  replied,  "it  will  be  better  when"-  after  a  pause — 
"his  honour  there,  i  believe,  comes  out. ;"  and  It  is  prediction  was 
fulfilled  in  an  improved  appearance  of  pic,  bo\-,  and  gallery,  to  the 
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tragedy  of  'Hamlet,'  in  which  T  made  my  first  bow  before  a 
Glasgow  audience.  That  audience  T  remember  wish  peculiar  satis- 
faction— the  knu!s  of  regular  play -goers,  that  used  to  club  together 
in  the  two  corner!-  of  flic  pit,  ami  with  their  murmurs  of  approval 
every  now  and  then  encouraged  the  young  actor  with  the  belief 
that  they  gave  their  thoughts  lo  what  wa.s  going  on  before  them, 
were  calculated  to  give  i'i i-iiIIh I-lti.-i.:  to  his  attempts,  and  made  him 
feel  that  what  he  did  was  examined  and  scrutinised  by  a  deliberate 
judgment. 

Jn  tile  course  of  this  summer  season  T  repeated  the  various  cha- 
racters of  my  list,  adding  to  them  Captain  I'lume  in  T'urquhar's 
'  Recruiting  Officer,"  a  part  f  entered  into  with  peculiar  zest ;  Tan- 
gent in  Morton's  '  Way  to  pet  Married  ;'  Lovemore  in  'The  Way 
to  keep  Him;'  Dovicourf  in  .Mrs.  Cowley's  'belle's  Stratagem;' 
raff  in  Sheridan's  '  Critic  ;'  Young  iMar'ow  in  '  She  Stoops  to  Con- 
quer;' and  Mark  Antony  in  '  Jnlins  Cossar.'  In  this  splendid 
theatre,  which  was  the  largest  out!  of  the  metropolis,  I  derived 
benefit  from  the  necessity  1  was  under  of  more  careful  study  and 
practice,  and  the  improvement  I.  made  was  perceptible  to  me. 

On  one  occasion  1  had  to  task  my  powers  oi"  memory.  The  new 
play  by  Morton,  called  '  Education.'  had  been  commenced  with  the 
usual  parade  of  a  novelty;  ami  the  part  of  Count  "Villars,  a  French 
refugee,  acted  by  Charles  Young  in  Loudon,  had  been  cast  to  one 
of  the  best  of  my  father's  company,  an  actor  of  some  talont  of  the 
name  of  Grant.  He  had  read  hi-  part  at  every  rehearsal,  and  held 
it  in  his  band  on  the  morning  of  the  play ;  but  before  tlie  rehearsal 
ended,  he  disappeared,  and  sent  wurd  to  the  theatre  that  he  was 
too  ill  to  act  that  night.  The  dismay  was  great,  and  there  was 
much  perplexity  as  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted.  I  was  sent  for 
by  my  father  to  decide  on  the  change  to  be  made ;  but  as  this  in 
theatres  is  regarded  as  the  last  rtsouree  and  always  prejudicial,  I 
asked  for  the  book  anil  determined,  if  f  could  not  perfect  myself 
in  the  words  of  the  part,  to  read  it,  rather  than  allow  the  play  to 
be  changed.  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  day.  I  ran  through  tho 
scenes  in  rehearsal,  and,  going  home,  shut,  myself  up  to  work  at 
my  task.  An  explanation  was  given  to  the  audience  of  the  reason 
of  the  change,  and  .1  had  the  satisfaction  of  gelling  through  my 
undertaking  without  missing  one  single  word  in  the  acting  of  the 
part.  At  a.  very  short  notice,  not  to  slop  tho  production  of  tho 
romance  of  '  Aladdin,'  I  undertook  in  it  the  part  of  the  magician, 
previously  east  lo  Grant,  and,  making  something  of  a  character  of 
it,  added  to  the  effect  of  the  piece. 

In  the  course  of  the  season  an  engagement  was  made  with 
Sinclair,  and  Mrs.  Bishop,  who  was  accompanied  by  iier  husband, 
the  eminent  composer,  afterwards  Sir  Henry  liishop.  Sinclair  had 
made  a  successful  debut  in  London,  and  guinul  some  popularity  in 
the  song  of  "  Pray,  Goody,  please  to  moderate  the  rancour  of  your 
tongue,"  in  tho  burlctta  of  '  Midas,'  which  he  was  obliged  nightly 
to  sing  three  times  at  tho  call  of  the  audience.    He  was  rather  a 
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rough  Scotchman,  and  it  is  related  of  him,  that  when.  John  Eemble 
recommended  hint,  in  order  to  further  his  success,  to  place  himself 
under  D'Egvillti  to  acquire  more  ease  and  grace  in  his  action  and 
deportment,  us  he  himself  in  liis  ycuth  had  taken  lessons  from  La, 
1'iouo,  Sinclair  with  his  strong  Scotcu  accent  replied,  l:  I  thank  ye, 
sir;  I'so  vera  wool  where  I  be."  During  the  Newcastle  race  week, 
my  characters  in  comedy  Icing  novelties  were  successful  and  aX- 
tradive,  which  induced  me  to  give  much  attention  to  that  depart- 
ment of  my  art. 

A  short  season  was  made  in  (he  pretty  town  of  Dumfries,  where 
we  had  great  difficulty  in  procuring  lodgings,  rind  were  a  (.last  glad 
to  find  refuge  in  very  humble  ones,  l'layers  had  left  but  an  in- 
different name  there,  and  ivc  suffered  for  I  lie  faults-  or  misfortunes  of 
otir  predecessors.  After  repeating  nuit-t.  of  my  characters,  and  leaving 
a  better  opinion  of  our  troop  than  we  had  found  there,  we  returned 
for  the  short  remainder  of  the  year  to  Glasgow.  T  had.  laid  out  a 
plan,  which  would  liave  great  ly  improved  my  father's  fortunes,  of 
keeping  open  at  the  tame  time  the  two  theatres  at  Glasgow  and 
Newcastle,  hut  unhappily  it  was  abandoned,  and  too  latorcgrelied. 
At  Glasgow  '  King  Richard  II.'  was  produced  with  great  care,  but 
succeeded  only  in  obtaining  the  applause,  of  scanty  audiences. 

Betty,  who  continued  his  tour  through  the  country,  was  engaged 
for  a  limited  number  of  nights.  He  dined  with  us  on  the  day  of 
his  arrival,  and  in  the  evening  J.  was  to  act  1'  red  eric  in  'Lovers' 
Vows.'  The  servant  had  been  sent,  upstair*  to  get  a  pocket-hand- 
kerchief for  me  to  put  with  my  dress:  which  was  to  bo  sent  to  tho 
theatre,  and  brought  me  down  a  white  one.  I  asked  the  man,  how 
could  he  suppose  a  common  soldier,  as  Frederic  Is,  would  have  a 
white  pocket-handkerchief,  ordering  him  to  bring  me  a  coloured 
one,  oil  which  I  Jolty  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  my  hoy!  you  think  of  such 
things  as  these,  do  you  ?" 

A  misunderstanding  with  the  pruprietnr-.  of  the  theatre  compelled 
my  father  to  abridge  his  season  :  and,  to  supply  him  with  funds, 
which  were  very  much  needed,  I  proposed  to  study  two  charac- 
ters in  Hetty's  phiys,  which  combination  attracted  two  very  full 
houses.  In  Dimond's  play  of '  The  1'oyal  Oak  '  I  took  the  part  of 
William  "Wyndham,  Hetty  acting  King  Charles  :  and  in  L)r.  Frank- 
lin's tragedy  of  the  'Earl  of  Warwick,'  Jietty  took  the  Earl,  and 
King  Edward  IV.  was  undertaken  by  myself.  It  was  my  firsttrial 
of  strength  with  a  player  of  celebrity,  and  in  it  I  can  bear  testimony 
to  the  very  clever  acting  of  my  opponent.  In  tho  scene  where 
Warwick  venders  Lis  swurd  to  the  king,  lie  displayed  an  energy 
and  dignify  that  well  entitled  him  to  the  fervent  applause  lavished 
on  him.  I  did  my  best  with  the  two  subordinate  parts,  and  lost 
no  ground  in  puldio  estimation  hy  the  venture,  lis  success  led  to 
an  engagement  for  iis  repetition  jutiio  ensuing  season  at  Newcastle, 
for  which  town  my  father  was  in  set  off  early  tho  next  morning. 
Unhappily,  under  perhaps  I  bo  excitement  of  this  unexpected  stroke 
of  good-fortune,  my  father's  temper  this  evening  was  less  within 
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control  than  usual,  and  very  angry  anil  bitter  words  after  wo  had 
returned  to  our  lodgings  made  a  severance  between  us,  find  we 
parted  for  the  night,  with  ibe  umbosinuiiiiig  that  in  future  we  were 
not  to  occupy  the  same  house.  I  was  left  with  a  portion  of  the 
company  to  act  another  week  in  Glasgow,  whilst  lie  went  to  open 
the  Newcastle  theatre.  The  receipts,  including  my  benefit,  were 
very  large,  and  win'  paid  iit.  ntw:  into  my  father's  account. 

My  brother  and  I  sot  out  in  the  second  week  of  January  with  no 
very  happy  feelings.  T  had  no  longer  a  borne  ;  and  my  companion, 
my  early  playfellow  and  friend,  could  not  lie  indifferent  to  the 
heaviness  of  lieurt  under  which  I  laboured.  Our  journey  was  long 
and  tedious  ;  the  coaches  then,  except  the  mails,  generally  carried 
six  inside,  and  we  bad  from  Kdinburgh  our  full  complement.  The 
snow  was  falling  fust,  and  bail  already  drifted  so  high  between tho 
Eosslnnand  lievwick-on-Tweed,  that  it,  had  been  necessary  to 
cut  a.  passage  fur  carriages  for  sonic  miles.  "\Vo  did  not  reach 
Newcastle  until  nearly  two  hours  after  midnight;  and  fortunate 
was  it  for  the  theatre  and  ourselves  that  we  had  not  delayed  our 
journey,  for  the  nest  day  the  mails  were  stopped  ;  nor  for  more 
than  six  weeks  was  there  any  conveyance  by  carriage  between 
Edinburgh  and  Newcastle.  After  some  weeks  a  passage  was  cut 
through  the  snow  for  the  guards  to  carry  t  lie  mail-;  on  horseback, 
but  for  a  length  of  time  ibe  communications  every  way  were  very 
Irregular. 

I  took  up  my  ahode'in  a  small  respectable  comfortable  lodging, 
and  was  put  upon  a  salary  of  three  pounds  per  week.  By  the  in- 
termediation of  friends  a  reconidlbil  ioti  look  place  with  my  father, 
but  I  continued  my  separate  residence.  The  theatre  had  been 
well  attended  dming  J  Jetty's  performances,  and  I  have  pleasure 
in  recalling  Ibe  takul,  lie  displayed.  In  Ann.ui  "Hill's  translation 
of  Voltaire's  'Zaire,'  there  was  a  depth  of  feeling  in  his  latter 
scenes  of  Osmyn  that  held  the  audience  wrapt,  in  breathless  atten- 
tion; and  of  all  the  representations  1  have  seen  of  Sir  Edward 
Mortimer,  he  came  .next  to  Keari  (though  o-.-w/o  inlzrvallo,  forKcan. 
was  unapproachable  in  that,  character).  We  met.  again  in  the  same 
plays  at  Glasgow,  and  he  had  his  full  share  of  popular  favour, 
though  not  quite  .-atisiicd  with  the  measure  dealt  out  to  him.  The 
houses  were,  overflowing,  and  rendered  a  good  harvest  to  him  and 
the  treasury  of  the  theatre.  I  do  not  think  he  studied  improve- 
ment in  his  art,  and  in  consequence  deteriorated  by  becoming 
used-lip  in  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  same  parts. 

'King  John'  was  produced  by  me  with  much  care  ;  the  company 
bom;  very  good  for  a  provincial  set,  it  was  well  acted.  Huntley 
made  a.  very  fair  country  John,  whilst  Hubert.  Salisbury,  Pandulf, 
and  Constance  were  most  rciqieelably  tilled,  .t'aloonbvidge  was  a 
great  favourite  of  mine,  and  I  had  drilled  the  Prince  Arthur  by 
frequent  rehearsals  to  cause  abundant  tears  and  hysterics  in  the 
boxes.  The  play  was  repeated  several  nights,  maintaining  the 
course  of  a  very  productive  season. 
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My  brother  *  bad  expressed  Lis  on  mo  ft  wi>h  to  cuter  the  army, 
but  the  cost  of  a  commission,  with  the  expense  of  liis  outfit,  was 
beyond  my  fathers  mcan=,  although  the  recent  tide  of  good-fortune 
had  put  him  in  funds  beyond  his  usual  average.  Whatever  in- 
terest we  could  make  w;is  unavailablv  tried  to  procure  an  ensigncy 
in  a  Militia  regiment,  from  which  my  brother  might  afterwards 
volunteer  into  the  line.  The  only  resouioe  L-ft  to  him  -was  to 
accept  a  letter  of  recommendation  freni  ('o)otiol  Birch,  E.E.,  to 
Sir  Thomas  (Iraham  (affenvards  T.oi'd  Lyr.odocli),  commanding 
the  British  force  in  the  Nell  erlands,  and  take  his  chance  aa 
a  volunteer.  Ho  was  accordingly  provided  with  materials  for 
uniform  and  ail  necessaries  for  campaigning,  and  in  his  sixteenth 
year  took  leave  of  us  to  embark  at  .Harwich.  It  was  with  a  heavy 
heart  I  parted  from  him.  a  hoy  in  years,  though -with  a  strength  of 
mind  and  purpose  that  justified  my  eonfkloueo  in  his  bearing  him- 
self  gallantly  through  llic  euiigcrous  mid  doubtful  path  before  him. 
He  met  on  board  with  an  officer,  Captain  Herbert,  who  showed 
liira  great  kindness,  and.  bring  also  on  his  way  to  join  tho  army, 
travelled  in  company  with  him.  Sir  Thomas  Cruham  jrave  him  a 
very  kind  reception,  and  appointed  him  lo  serve  with  tho  30th 
Regiment,  besides  which,  though  messing  with  the  officers,  he 
carried  his  niusket  for  three  months,  when  lie  was  gazetted  ensign 
in  the  same  regiment.  For  many  weeks  we  heard  nothing  of  him, 
and  I  remember  well  tho  agony  of  heart  with  which  I  read  the 
pavticnlars  of  the  disastrous  repulse  from  Bergen -op -Zoom,  pic- 
turing his  lifeless  form  among  the  youthful  victims  of  that  unfor- 
tunate attempt.  Wo  heard  in  the  course  of  some  weeks  that  his 
regiment  was  not  in  the  action  ;  and  after  some  trilling  affair  before 
a  small  fort  on  tho  Sr.hohir,  the  abdication  «f  Napoleon  and  his 
retirement  to  Elba  left  our  troops  to  enjoy  themselves  at  peace  in 
their  quiet  quarters. 

My  brother  had  been  living  with  my  father,  and  on  Lis  departure 
I  could  net  be  blind  to  the  state  of  loneliness  in  which  he  would 
feel  himself.  After  revolving  iko'maiter  for  some  time  in  my  mind, 
I  imparted  to  our  friends,  the  Misses  ffcdley,  my  intention  of  re- 
turning to  his  house,  although  I  felt  obliged  to  predict  that  I 
should  one  day  be  upbraided  by  him  with  seeking  my  own  con- 
venience in  the  act.  These  kind  friends  endeavoured  to  persuade 
mo  that  it -would  not  be  so;  bat  even  if  it  should  be,  they  were  con- 
vinced I  should  derive  satisfaction  from  the  irilcmion  with  which 
it  was  done.  It  may  seem  that  .1  judged  hardly  of  my  father  in 
this  anticipation;  I  hope  not.  Of  the  infirmity  of  my  own  temper 
I  have  been  unhappily  but  too  conscious  ;  it  has  been  the  source  of 
most  of  the  misery  I  have  known  in  life  ;  but  when,  under  strong 
excitement,  his  passion  took  the  reins,  there  was  no  curb  to  the 
violence  of  his  language.  Words  uttered  in  an  infuriated  mood 
are  too  often  barbed  with  insult,  and,  rankling  long,  can  never  be 
entirely  forgotten.     He  had  many  good  qualities,  but  like  other 

*  See  note  on  M.ijor  Macready  at  end  of  this  tliapLcr, 
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men  he  hail  his  faults,  and  was  occasionally  unscrupulous  in  the 
pain  iie  inflicted.  To  others  I  believe  ho  would  acknowledge  my 
value  and  join  in  commendation  of  me,  hut.  to  myself  lie  so  depre- 
ciated my  worth,  that  I  did  not  feel  sure  of  my  ability  to  obtain  a 
common  livelihood,  lie  was  sensible,  1  had  lvasdii  io  think,  ot  my 
motives  in  rejoining  him,  and  for  some  time  we  lived  together  on 
the  best  terms,  but  my  "  prophetic  soul  ''was  eventually  justified  in 
an  outburst  of  his  impatience.  Like  many  parents,  he  would  ex- 
pect me  to  be  better  informed  on  particular  subjects  than  sundry  of 
our  acquaintance  or  friends,  but  to  -knew  better  than  your  father" 
was  a  crime,  like  parricide  to  fc-olon,  impossible  lo  bo  conceived, 
in  the  endeavour  to  state  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  characters  of  unmixed  good, 
or  to  expect  that  that  portion  of  humanity  wilh  which  we  may  bo 
bound  in  relationship  should  form  an  exception  in  its  infallibility 
to  mankind  in  general.  .My  dear  father  had  his  failings  intermingled 
with  many  amiable  impulses,  and  probably  his  position  as  manager 
of  a  theatre  may  have  tended  to  dilate  in  him  that  undue  appre- 
ciation of  his  talents  which  I  have  noticed  conspicuous  in  many 
Irishmen,  A  theatre  is  like  a  little  kinplom,  shut  out  from  inti- 
macy and  sympathy  with  the  little  world  around  it,  in  which  the 
little  monarch  has  his  flatterers  and  courtiers,  as  sycophantic  and 
subservient  asm  real  courts.  Upon  bis  talents,  his  virtues,  and  even 
on  his  person,  lie  receives  the  adulatory  homage  of  those  he  em- 
ploys; and  with  snob  an  exalted  opinion  of  himself,  as  this  incense 
nuist  excite,  it  cannot  be  amatter  of  surprise  if  he  should  not  always 
hold  the  scale  of  justice  with  a  Rleudy  and  impartial  hand.  My 
father  was  impatient  of  opinions  in  opiiosidin  to  his  own,  and  as 
on  many  subjects  I  thought  differently  from  him,  his  displeasure 
was  at  times  very  painfully  felt  by  me.  In  fact,  1  was  kept  too 
mnch  in  a  dependent  state,  when  1  ought  to  have  been  extending 
my  experience  by  more  direct  ami  unrestrained  commerce  with  the 
youth  of  my  age  and  the  world  about  mc. 

A  few  weeks  had  elapsed  after  my  brother's  departure,  when  an  un- 
settled account  with  the  LiriLnnoham  proprietors,  which  threatened 
embarrassment,  induced  iny  father  in  withdraw  from  the  theatre 
and  take  up  his  abode  at  Carlisle,  where  he  was  quite  unknown, 
in  the  meantime  our  prosperous  career  was  uninterrupted  at  New- 
castle. A  drama  had  been  successfully  introduced  at  Drury  Lane, 
taken  from  Mrs.  Sheridan's  pleasing  and  instructive  .Mast era  story 
of  'Nourjahad,'  entitled  'Illusion,  or  the  Fortunes  of  Nourjahad.' 
From  the  original  siovyl  added  sunn:  passages,  and  bestowed  all 
possible  pains  on  its  production :  Huntley  acted  the  Sultan,  and 
Nourjahad  was  my  character.  Tt  was  very  attractive,  followed  by 
the  romance  of  '  Aladdin,  or  the  'Wonderful  Lamp,'  in  which  for 
several  nights  I  acted  Aladdin:  and  the  daily  accounts  of  our 
receipts  sent  to  my  fattier  at  Carlisle  in  Lis  own  words  "  astonished 
him."  It  was  during  the  successful  ran  of  these  pieces,  that  I  had 
jnst  cause  to  condemn  myself  lor  violent  and  intemperate  resent- 
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ment  of  somo  omission  or  mistake  committed  by  the  prompter, 
whose  name  was  Skinner.  How  bitterly  have  I  reproached  myself 
fi.ir  these  escapes  of  passion! 

In  the  course  of  Uiis  wilder  we  road  of-the  appearance  and  dis- 
appearance of  Mr.  Jludilart  in  the  character  of  iShylock  at  Dniry 
Lane,  and  some  oihex  iiei:-u.ti»,t.i.  Ho  on  alter  another  announcement 
was  made  of  "a  Mr.  Kean"  in  tiie  same  character.  When  I  heard 
it.  I  remembered  that  it  must  ho  the  performer  T  had  seen  in  the 
ballet  of  'Alonzo  ami  Iir.ogene'  in  the  Birmingham  theatre.  I 
thought  the  committee  must  bo  at  their  wits'  end,  and  indeed 
there  had  been  so  many  failures,  the  theatre  was  almost  in  a  bank- 
rupt state  ;  but  how  was  I  surprised  to  hear  and  read  of  the 
intelligent  and  energetic  performance:  of  the  new  actor  in  Shylock, 
and  further  astonished  to  receive  Hie  accounts  of  his  triumphant 
success  in  Richard  III.,  which  had  placed  him,  as  an  artist  of 
extraordinary  and  surprising  genius,  at  the  head  of  his  profession, 
exciting  the  admiration  of  I  lie  play-going  world.  In  Othello  he 
confirmed  public  opinion,  which  justly  recognised  in  it  a  master- 
piece of  tragic  power  and  skill. 

It  was  in  "this  year  (IS.ll)  1  attained  the  ape  of  twenty-one,  and 
my  birthday  was  kept  by  an  enterlaiumeni  1  gave  the  company  in 
the  green-room,  followed  by  a  daneo  on  the  stage  after  {he  audience 
had  left  the  theatre.  In  strict  candour  I  ought:  not  to  omit  the 
mention  of  those  errors  of  niv  youth  that  might  have  entailed  more 
serious  consequences.  At  this  time  1  had  become  entangled  in  an 
attachment  to  a  lady  some  nine  years  older  than  myself,  by  which 
I  might  have  been  let!  into  greater  indiscretions  titan  any  I  may 
have  been  guilty  of.  In  liabilities  such  as  these,  to  which  un- 
reasoning youth  is  exposed,  lies  one  danger  of  a  theatrical  life. 
Many  of  both  sexes,  to  their  honour,  have  passed  untcmpteil  and 
unscathed  through  this  ordeal;  but  where  so  much  familiarity 
exists,  where  intimacy  becomes  almost  mm  \  ridable  in  the  frequent 
intercourse  of  the  green-room  and  the  stage,  the  wonder  is  rather 
that  so  many  .should  preserve  their  rcsprclobility.  than  that  re- 
sistance 1o  allurements  so  constantly  present  should  so  often  bo 
overthrown. 

Charles  Kemble  and  his  wife  perfonrn  d  in  engagements  not 
very  lucrative,  though  Kemblo's  young  Mirabel  in  Farquhar's 
'Inconstant'  was  a  most,  finished  piece  of"  acting.  His  tragic 
efforts  were  on  the  contrary  laborious  failures.  In  Macbeth, 
Hamlet,  and  Richard  111.,  he  was  Charles  K<  mole  at  his  heaviest, 
tin  the  other  hand,  his  Richmond  was  chivalrous  and  spirited, 
ami  his  Cassio  incomparable,  lie  was  a  iirst-raio  actor  in  second- 
rate  parts.  My  own  essays  (hiring  the  remainder  of  the  season 
were  in  Benedict,  and  one  of  lteynolds'  farcical  heroes,  Gingham 
in  the'  Rage.'  1'or  my  benefit.  I  ventured  on  Mtakcsjioare's  licncdjct, 
followed  by  an  adapt  at  ion  by  myself  of  Walter  Scott's  '  Mnimion,' 
retaining  the  language  of  (ho  poem,  in  which  I  acted  Marmion,  and 
found  its  scenes  productive  of  very  considerable  dramatic  effect. 
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Passion  Work  gave  mn  a  respite,  which  -I  really  required,  ami 
thinking  myself  villi  lied  to  flie  enjoyment  of  a  holiday,  I  proposed 
To  my  father  a  little  tour  us  a  relaxation  earned  by  hard  work. 

A  eto  nli  i  i.ily,  in  a  posi-chaise,  a  vehicle  iii™  known  but  byname, 
we  directed  our  course  to  Barnard  Castle,  visiting  on  our  way  tho 
baronial  edifice  of  liaby  Castle.  The  grandest  feature  is  its 
entrance-hall,  through  which  the  carriages  of  its  quests  are  driven 
to  set  down  their  company.  To  one  to  whom  the  dim  recollection 
of  Warwick  was  the  only  ;nteres-iug  vestige  of  ihe  romantic  times 
living  in  his  memory,  ihe  sight  of  so  noble  n.  fabric,  with  ail  the 
heroic- deeds  an  anient  imagination  would  cluster  round  it,  was  a 
sort  of  intoxication.  The  association  of  Bichard  111.  gave  the 
picturesque  ruins  of  Barnard  Castle  a  peculiar  interest  to  me.  and 
1  would  have  lingered  about  them  mueh  lender  than  suited  the 
appetite  of  my  kind  companion.  We  reached  Greta  Bridge  after 
dark,  but  I  was  up  early  next  morning  to  visit  tho  Boman  camp 
behind  our  inn.  This  little  tour,  in  which  I  wandered  through 
landscapes  of  rumauiie  beauty,  and  seemed  to  track  the  steps  of 
the  characters  in  '  Bol;oby,;  the  poem  I  had  only  lately  read,  was 
to  my  inexperienced  and  enthusiastic  mind  a  supremo  delight,  and 
one  to  the  re  membra  nee-  of  which  1  can  even  now  recur  with 
pleasure.  Wo  followed  the  Greta's  cou:s:',  inspecting  the  tower 
and  tomb  of  Mortliam,  the  antiiptilios  ami  pictures  in  Bokeby 
Hall,  and  as  we  wandered  by  the  side  of  "  the  tumbling  flood,"  to 
its  continence  with  the  Tees,  ifisiugham,  Wilfred,  T.'eilnjont,  Matilda, 
and  the  rest  were  present  to  my  active  fancy.  I  hud  never  known 
a  higher  or  purer  enjoyment.  Through  Bishop  Auckland  and 
its  rich  park  we  reached  Durham  In  time  to  visit,  the  magnificent 
('alhedral  and  the  Castle  :  and  sleeping  there  that  night  at  the 
delightful  inn  called  Ihe  Wheat-sheaf,  we  returned  to  Newcastle 
and  to  work  the  next  morning. 

The  remainder  of  the  season  was  of  short  duration,  but  my  time 
was  wholly  occupied.  Lackland  in  O'Keofe's  opera-  of  '  Fontaine- 
bleau,'  Beverley  in  Murphy's  comedy  'All  in  the  Wrong,' and 
Belcour  in  Cumberland's  'West  Indian,'  were  studied  and  acted 
by  mo— Beverley  but  imperfectly  studied,  and  very  inefficiently 
acted;  Belcour  with  so  much  care,  that  I  was  accustomed  to 
consider  it  as  one  of  my  ablest  impersonations.  The  time  not- 
engrossed  by  the  calls  of  the  theatre  was  diligently  employed, 
though  scarcely  sufficient  for  the  completion  of  the  work  I  hod  in 
hand  for  my  father's  benefit  night,  which  was  to  adapt  Scott's 
po:m  of  '  Bokeby  '  for  representation,  prepare  it  for  acting,  and 
study  myself  tile  part  of  l.iertram  of  Kisingham.  I  remember  well 
one  night  writing  away  hour  after  hour:  hearing  no  clock  and 
having  no  watch  near  me,  I  thought  1  would  look  out  and  seo 
what  sort  of  night  it  was.  My  surprise  was  great  on  opening  the 
shutters  to  see  the  flood  of  daylight,  burst  into  the  room.  It  was 
not  quite  five  o'clock,  when  the  freshness  of  the  air  and  the  bright 
beauty  of  the  morning  enticed  me  from  my  work,  and  lured  mo  to 
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a  long;  walk  through  some  of  Hie  most.  picturesque  .scenery  of  tho 
neighbourhood.  I  came  home  in  breakfast,  us  Ilhought. refreshed 
and  ready  to  renew  my  labours,  but  before  U-.n  o'clock  I  was 
stretched  on  the  sofa  in  si  probatm!  sleep  which  lusted  till  noon. 
The  season  closed  very  sucoessfnlly  wil.li  my  father's  benefit;  and 
'  Itokc  by,' acted  on  the  occasion,  look  a  more  compact  and  dramatic 
shape  than  Olarmiun.' and  laid  strong  hold  on  the  attentions  and 
feelings  of  the  aiiilier.ee;  there  sire  indeed  many  scenes  in  it 
eminently  calculated  for  effect  in  acting:  if  it  had  been  more 
popular,  no  doubt  it  would  have  undergone  con  version  to  a  dramatic 
arrangement. 

During  my  father's  absence  at  Carlisle  lie  had  not  been  idle  or 
inactive.  There  was  no  theatre  in  the  city  ;  and  this  to  him 
appeared  so  indispensable  to  the  population,  and  iikoTy  to  be  so 
profitable  to  himself,  that  he  negotiated  for  a  piece  of  ground  sit 
the  back  of  the  High  Street,  and  made  terms  with  a  builder  for  the 
erection  of  one.  My  poor  dear  father  was  the  architect.  There 
was  little  pretension  to  design  in  the  construction- -the  main  object 
being  the  greatest  possible  number  within  the  smallest  possible 
space— and  this  was  accomplished  in  si  brick  building,  the  four 
rectilinear  walls  of  which  allowed  no  lobby  for  the  audience,  and 
scarcely  room  behind  the  scenes  for  the  actors  and  servants  to 
pass  along.  The  boxes  were  divided  from  the  pit  in  front  of  them 
by  a  covered  railing,  both  rising  on  si  gently  inclined  plane  from 
the  orchestra.  The  gallery  occupied  the  space  directly  above  the 
hoses.  The  lane  which  ran  along  the  side  of  the  building  was  the 
green-room,  from  which  the  performers  were  summoned  at  re- 
hearsal. The  dressing-room  for  the  "star,"  as  any  visitor  was 
called,  measured  about  five  feet  by  six,  and  bow  tho  performer 
managed  was  a  mystery.  Hut  intrusted  to  unskilful  hands  it  cost, 
according  to  my  father's  account,  above  .iX'>:_>,  which  the  productive 
season  at  Newcastle  enabled  him  to  disburse.  To  employ  the 
time,  until  it  was  ready  for  his  reception,  lie  rented  the  theatre  at 
I  Icnv  i  ck-  o  n  -T  weed. 

During  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  son  son  tltero  I  went  for 
relaxation  and  bathing  to  Holy  Island.  St.  Cuthbert,  to  whose 
resldcTJce  its  holiness  is  to  be  ascribed,  its  ancient  name  being 
Lindisfarn,  is  recorded  to  have' quitted  it.  for  the  greater  solitude 
and  tranquillity  of  the  Faroe  Islands,  which  standoutinthedistar.ee 
of  tiie  German  Ocean,  finding  his  devotions  and  meditations  dis- 
turbed by  the  raeket  and  sictive  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants.  ■  But 
to  follow  out  the  tradition,  the  gulls  and  sen-birds  in  the  lonely 
isles  made  more  clamour  than  the  fishermen  and  their  wives,  witii 
the  monks  and  nuns  to  boot,  and  he  was  therefore  driven  back 
again  to  hallow  Lindisfarn  with  the  odour  of  his  sanctity.  I  do 
not  think  the  population  of  the  island  — men,  women,  and  children 
— could  have  exceeded  a  hundred,  if  t  hey  amounted  to  that  number, 
and  these,  with  the  exception  of  the  clergyman,  were  an  amphibious 
raco,  either  pilots  or  engaged  in  the  fisheries  of  the  coast.     It 
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seemed  as  if  along  sojourn  there  would  induce  tho  forgctfulaess  of 
one's  own  language,  ho  rare  wore  the  opportunities  for  conver- 
sation :  and  I  was  forced  back  upon  J  Lonjcr,  Cicero,  and  Virgil  for 
companionship  and  intercourse  wilh  other  minds,  a,  renewal  of 
acquaintance  which  in  the  course  of  my  long  life  I  have  found 
very  serviceable.  I  certainly  at  times  felt  tho  weariness  of  soli- 
tude, but  I  became  attached  to  the  primitive  little  place.  The 
approach  to  it  on  the  south  of  tiie  island  is  across  the  narrow  strait 
which  forms  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  a  very  commodious  one 
in  stormy  weather  ;  but  at  low  water  i  lie  sands  are  sufficiently  dry 
on  the  western  side  fur  pedestrians,  (who  do  not.  object  to  carry 
their  shoes  and  storkin^s)  to  cross  over,  and  this  was  of  old  con- 
sidered a  very  eilie  scions  pilgrimage. 

The  ruins  of  the  abbey  wore  very  striking,  one  of  the  lofty 
arches  of  its  roof,  apparently  of  sin;.;!.  ■  I  ;jii.  :U>.  remaining  in  isolated 
grandeur,  and  though  not  nodding  to  its  fall,  yet  adding  to  the 
effect  of  its  interest  by  its  apparent,  insecurity.  There  is  a  small 
church  near  the  ruins,  in  which  a  countiy  clergyman,  not 
answering  in  his  "unaffected  grace"  to  (.'old smith's  beautiful 
portrait,  used  every  Sunday  to  divide  his.  discourse  into  several 
parts,  which  wore  respectively  introduced  by  the  same  discrimi- 
nating announcement,  "  furder  and  agen."  I  have  no  doubt  the 
spirit  of  reform,  so  active  elsewhere.,  lias  not  been  wanting  to 
improve  fho  pulpit  here.  On  a  little  conical  rock  jutting  into 
the  sea  and  commanding  the  enlranco  to  Tim  harbour,  is  perched 
a  small  castle  that  looks  across  the  bay  upon  the  towers  of 
l.iam  borough,  which  form  a  noble  termination  to  the  view.  Tho 
only  history  i  ever  heard  of  this  small  fortress  was,  that  the  flag 
of  the  Pretender  was  hoisted  upon  it,  when  he  was  on  his  march 
to  Derby.  My  amusements  here  were  boating  and  riding.  I 
pulledavery  good,  oar,  and  took  pleasure  in  rougher  wafer  than 
ray  boat's  crew  sometimes  considered  altogether  safe. 

In  riding,  I  one  day  escaped  very  narrowly  a.  Iri^hil'ol  danger. 
At  low  water  a  very  extensive  bank  of  sand  is  left  dry  to  the 
north,  in  view  of  Berwick.  With  the  intention  of  tailing  a  gallop 
along  this  tempting  course,  I  was  making  my  way  to  it.  not 
noticing  the  mottled  appearance  of  the  sand,  puckering  into  black 
veins  and  holes,  as  it  declined  from  the  shore  to  rise  again  to  tiie 
long  high  hank  before  me.  Suddenly  my  horse  plunged  up  to  the 
saddle  in  a  black  soft  nnal,  and  inslanliy  with  an  instinct  of  danger 
made  the  most  violent,  elforls  to  disen^we  itself,  spia.shing  up  tho 
mud  in  afrantie  manner,  and  at  length  having  turned  herself  round 
(all  power  of  guidance  was  lost  to  mo  with  death  before  my  eyes) 
she  galloped  furiously  to  the  beach,  where  she  stood  panting  as  if 
her  sides  would  burst,  whilst  T,  sitting  droopingly  in  the  saddle 
with  the  cold  sweat,  beading  on  my  forehead,  could  only  thank  God 
Tor  the  unexpected  preservation. 

My  lodging,  one  of  the  best,  in  the  little  village,  if  the  few 
houses  there  could  bo  dignified  by  the  name,  was  very  clean  and 
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comfortable;  my  dinners  of  poultry  or  fish,  and  sometimes  meat, 
unexceptionable  to  a  good  appetite.  My  water  excursions,  very 
exciting;  my  sauntcriiigs  about  the  abbey,  recalling  the  trial  of 
poor  Constance,  and  wondering:  where  her""  Vade  in  pace"  might 
be  situated;  my  wandering  over  the  sand-hills  or  along  the 
wind-beaten  shore  declaim  in;'.-  Slinkisj  :c-;ii  o  mid  Milton  to  the  in- 
coming tide,  willi  occasional  imiri miifi.l  expeditions  to  get  a  shot 
at  the  wild  ducks  that  lay  in  immense  clusters  on  a  kind  of 
lagoon  at  a  little  distance:  these,  with  periodical  conferences 
with  my  landlady  and  musings  over  my  classics,  were  the  exer- 
cises with  which  I  made  the  dais  of  my  vacation  pass  quickly  and 
pleasantly  by. 

hocalled  to  business,  1  went  to  Berwick,  where  to  my  dismay  I 
found  the  theatre  in  the  bin  yard,  and  up  a  very  long  High  t  of  steps. 
The  upper  part  of  an  old  malt-house  had  been  converted  into  the 
temple  of  the  drama,  ami  savin;;  tlic  awkwardness  of  the  approach, 
had  been  fashioned -into  a  very  respectable  one.  Here  I  acted 
some  of  my  principal  characters  io  very  good  audiences,  and  ended 
Ihe  season  with  very  satisfactory  results.  It  was  in  this  season 
that  a  general  illumination  had  been  ordered  for  the  triumph  of 
the  Allies  over  Napoleon.  To  my  surprise  my  fat  her  gave  direc- 
tions for  a  performance  on  that  evening.  It  was  in  vain  that  I 
reasoned  with  him,  stating  my  conviction  that  there  would  not  bo 
one  person  present.  lh;  was  peninacious  in  bis  resolution;  but  I 
could  not  believe  be  would  persist,  mil  il  T  saw  the  playbills  ad- 
vertising 'Laugh  when  yon  can'  (the  tide  a  satire  on  the  proceed- 
ing) and  the  'Poor  Soldier.'  My  fat  her  took  the  part,  of  Gossamer; 
the  players  could  hardly  be  persuaded  that  he  was  in  earnest,  but 
the  night  arrived  and  they  were  obliged  1  o  dress  for  their  parts. 
At  seven  o'clock  the  prompter  went  to  my  tii.tln.u->  dressing-room, 
knocked  and  inquired.  "  Sir.  shall  I  ring  in  the  music ?  there  is  no 
one  in  the  house!"  "Certainly,  sir  ;  ring  in  the  music,"  was  his 
answer.  The  music  was  rung— the  musicians  went  into  the  or- 
chestra and  began  to  play.  I  went  into  my  fatiier's  room,  and 
informed  him,  that '' there  were  two  boys  in  the  gallery  and  one 
man  in  the  pit,  and  1  would  go  info  the  boxes,  that  there  might  be 
an  appearance  In  all."  Accordingly  I  took  my  place  in  the  centre 
box,  and,  with  diilioiihy  preserving  a  demure  countenance,  saw 
my  father  very  gravely  ami  indeed  sternly  begin  the  part  of  the 
laughter-loving  Gossamer,  indignant  with  the  performers,  who  had 
difficulty  in  restraining  their  disposition  to  make  a  joke  of  the 
whole  affair.'  A  scene  or  two  was  quite  sufficient,  and  I  left  the 
remaining  three-quarters  of  the  audience  to  their  amusement,  pre- 
ferring a  walk  round  the  walls  of  "  our  good  town"  on  a  lovely 
summer  evening,  until  the  Inhabitants  should  begin  to  light  up. 
About  9  o'clock  T  thought  I  would  look  in  again,  to  see  whether 
the  farce  was  really  going  on.  The  play  had  just  concluded,  and 
the  pit  audience,  went  out.  The  two  boys  remained  in  the  gallery, 
evidently  tired  out.  with  the  dulncss  of  their  evening  ;  hut  when 
the  musicians  reappeared  in  the  orchestra,  and  began  the  overture 
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of  the  afterpiece,  it  seemed  as  if  their  power  of  endurance  was 
exhausted,  Hud  leaning  over  tlio  gallery  balustrade,  one  of  them, 
with  a  violent  gesture  of  his  arm,  called  out,  "  Oh,  dang  it,  give 
over!"  and  both  walked  oot,  leaving  the  players  to  undress  them- 
selves, and  go  out  in  their  own  clothes  to  sue  the  illuminations. 

For  the  Newcastle  wee  week  Charles  Komble  and  his  wife  were 
re -en  2  aped,  ami  the  performances  strengthened  by  my  co-operation. 
In  'Venice  Preserved'  we  were  ihe  Jaliier  and  Pierre;  in 'The 
Wonder,' with  Charles  Kemble  as  Don  Felix,  .Mrs.  0,  Kemble  as 
Violante,  the  part  of  Colonel  llriioa  was  studied  for  the  occasion 
by  me;  and  in  'The  Rivals,'  Charles  Kemble  taking  Falkland,  and 
his  wife  Julia,  I  was  the  Captain  Absolute.  They  were  paid  £100 
for  their  services,  and  niy  father's  profit  on  Ihe  week  was  very 
rem.unera.live.  Prom  hence  I  returned  to  Holy  Island,  and  my 
father  to  Carlisle  to  open  his  new  theatre,  which  was  almost 
nightly  filled,  and  promised  soon  to  reimburse  him  for  his  outlay. 
The  time  spent  by  him  with  advantage  there  brought  us  to  the 
Newcastle  Assizes;  and  here  again  my  suggestion  was  adopted  of 
engaging  Young,  with  whom  I  promised  to  take  the  second 
characters.  Emery,  whose  representation  of  a  Yorkshireman  was 
reality  itself,  was  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  on  very  moderate 
terms,  acting  in  the  afterpieces,  made  up  very  attractive  bills  of 
fare.  Young  and  Emery  together  in  a  country  theatre  was  a 
very  unusual  display  of  histrionic,  talent  -my  local  reputation  in 
addition  stili  further  stimulated  public- curiosity.  To 'Hamlet' and 
'Richard  III.'  (which  Venn-  had  tried,  not  very  successfully,  against 
Kean's  popularity  in  London)  Ihe  houses  were  well  Idled,  but  were 
greatly  exceeded  by  rhe  receipts  to  the  plays  of 'The  Iron  Chest,' in 
which  Young  acted  Sir  Edward  Mortimer,  theory  Orson,  and  myself 
Wilford;  "The  Revenge,'  with  Young  in  Zanga,  and  myself  Don 
Alonzo;  'Education,'  with  Youag  and  Emery  in  their  original  parts 
of  Count  Yillars  and  the  Yorkshire  Fanner,  myself  faking  the 
young  man,  whose  name  .1!  forger  ;  but  T  do  not  forget  the  life-like 
acting  of  Emery,  whose  perfectly  natural  manner  in  his  dialogue 
with  me  was  so  irresistible,  that  i  could  not.  suppress  upon  the 
stage  the  laughter  he  provoked,  fa  the  representation  of  country- 
men, such  as  Parmer  Ash  Mold,  Zekiel  Homespun,  &c.,  he  was 
unapproachable ;  in  the  part  of  Robert  Tyke,  in  '  The  School  of 
Reform,'  he  rose  to  the  display  of  terrific  power.  He  has  been 
followed  by  no  one  that  could  compare  with  him.  Young  was  of 
course  greatly  and  deservedly  applauded  :  his  grand  declamatory 
style  woundup  the  speeches  of  Zanga  and  3I.ortimcr  with  telling 
effect.  His  Richard  was  nor  good,  but  his  performance  of  Hamlet 
(a  character  that,  so  few  are  found  to  agree  upon)  had  as  usual  its 
very  numerous  admirers. 

He  gave  me  a  little  advice  or  rout  ion.  which  was  kindly  meant, 
although  it  did  not  then  carry  conviction  with  it.  "  Young  gentle- 
man, you  expend  a  degree  of  power  unnecessarily  :  half  the  energy 
and  tiro  that  you  employ  would  be  more  than  sufficient.  You 
will  only  waste  your  strength,  if  you  do  not  bear  this  in  mind." 
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Experience  justified  his  remark,  and  ta.ughf,  mo  the  lesson  of  in- 
creasing the  olleet  of  force  in  acting  by  economising  its  use. 

At  Carlisle,  where  T.  had  b,ccn  inquired  for,  1  repeated  my 
favourite  characters  to  audiences  that  tested  the  continent  powers 
el'  the  little  building:  but  my  father's  outgoings  having  absorbed 
his  receipts, ho  was  in  perplexity  and  embarrassment,  how  to  reach 
Leicester,  and  how  to  [iiirl  a  company  to  ucl  there  will)  him.  In 
the  Tory  nick  of  time  the  Hay  market  Theatre  suddenly  closed, 
and  left  open  to  his  elioiee  several  very  valuable  performers,  poor 
Tokely  among  them,  a  stroke  of  chance  that  eonlirmod  him  in  his 
Mioawber  confidence  that  ':  something  must  turn  up."  Still  the 
ready  funds  were  wanting— and  when,  t.o  my  inquiry  what  was  Ms 
immediate  need,  ho  told  mo  that.  CIO  would  bo  everything  to  him 
at  that,  moment.  T  astonished  and  delighted  him  by  producing  £L!0. 
out  of  .DO  which  1  had  saved  from  my  weekly  allowance.  He  set 
out  in  joyful  expectation  of  good  receipts  in  the  public  weeks  (as 
races,  fairs,  &c,  were  termed)  at.  Lidocsior,  ami  led,  me  to  conclude 
a  most  successful  campaign  at  Carlisle  and  carry  on  the  company 
to  Dumfries,  where  I  acted  a  fortnight,  to  full  houses.  Our  corps 
were  few  in  number,  several  having  been  draff  ed  off  to  Leicester, 
and  our  stock  of  plays  was  therefore  limited,  but  the  attraction 
was  so  uniformly  pood,  that,  a  night,  closed  would  have  been  so 
much  money  refused.  All  our  available  plays  were  arranged  ;  but 
for  one  night  there  was  none  within  our  scanty  connainy's,  means. 
It  occurred  to  me  that  all  the  players  had  acted  in  '  The  Foundling 
of  the  Forest,'  and  sending  for  the  promplor  to  ascertain  it,  I 
desired  him  to  bring  me  the  book  that  I  might  study  Florian  for 
the  occasion.  "Sir,  there  is  no  hook,"  was  his  answer.  This 
seemed  checkmate,  but  from  having  got  up  the  play  at  Newcastle, 
and  having  been  present,  several  times  at  its  performance  three 
years  before,  1  recollected  much  of  the  pert;  and  observing  to  him 
that  as  the  players  would  he  able  to  repeat  to  me  their  cues('>., 
the  ends  of  my  speeches  to  them),  I  would  answer  for  managing 
it,  and  ordered  the  play  to  bo  announced.  At  rehearsal  I  found 
there  was  no  hitch  ;  numerous  places  wore-  taken  in  the  boxes,  and 
all  went  off  with  groat  apptau.se  from  a  very  full  attendance. 

My  father  now  oliam-vd  places  wilh  me,  lie  coming  to  the  public 
weeks  at  Dumfries  and  f  proceeding  t.o  Leicester,  whore  I  was  to 
act  a  month  and  close  the  season.  Fortune  seemed  still  to  be  on 
my  side,  and  the  whole  period  of  my  slay  lucre  was  one  unbroken 
course  of  prosperous  work.  It  was  during  my  sojourn  here  that  a 
young  actress,  who  had  Leon  a  great  favourite  in  Dublin,  made  her 
appearance  in  London  at  Oovent  Garden,  and  at  once  united  all 
voices  in  her  praise.  Tier  bounty,  grace,  simplicity,  and  tenderness 
were  the  theme  of  every  tongue.  Crowds  were  ni;.;!iijy  disappointed 
in  folding  room  in  the  thcairo  to  witness  her  enchanting  person- 
ations, Juliet,  Bel vid era,  Mrs.  Levcrley,  .Mrs.  Holler,  were  again 
realities  upon  the  scene,  attested  with  enthusiasm  by  the  tears  and 
applauding  shouts  of  admiring   thousands.     The  noble  pathos  of 
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Si  J  dons'  transcendent,  genius  no  longer  served  :is  the  "-rand  commen- 
tary and  living  exponent  of  Sha.kesm/ure's  text,  but  in  the  native 
elcga.nc-o,  the  iumiiinc -sweetness,  .tio?  uuafi'ecled  earnestness  and 
gushing  passion  of  Miss  O'Neill  the  sla;;e  had  received  a  worthy 

My  directions  were,  in  leaving  Leicester,  to  bring  my  two 
eisters,  "who  hud  been  several  years  at  M  iss  T.inwood's  school  then;, 
homo  with  me.  They  were  accordingly  the  companions  of  my 
journey  to  Newcastle,  where  u  suite  of  rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  a 
house  in  Pilgrim  Street,  next  door  to  the  Queen's  .Head  Hotel,  had 
been  taken  for  tis.  My  father  joined  us  here.  1  should  not  bo  so 
particular  in  noticing  the  precipe  locality  of  our  new  dwelling,  but 
for  an  incident  that  left  it.-?  impress  vividly  on  my  memory.  Ono 
afternoon— it  was  a  Saturday-  my  elder  sister  had  retired  to  lie 
down  in  her  bedroom  lor  relief  from  u  distracting  headache.  My 
father  and  self  were  seated  after  dinner  at  table,  writing  letters, 
The  streets  were  empty,  for  a  storm  such  as  1  have  rarely  seen 
was  tearing  thro  us'i  i  them  with  hurricane  violence.  With  a  bright 
Are  in  the  grate  and  a  decanter  of  port  wine  before  us,  we  might 
well  have  supposed  ourselves  secure  from,  any  inconveniences  of 
the  tempest,  tbomdi  tiie  pavement  was  actually  Hooded  with  the 
torrents  pouring  down,  and  tiles  and  slates  were  hurled  through 
the  air  by  the  fury  of  the  gale.  A  twofold  evidence  was  this  day 
given  of  our  lives'  uncertainty.  A  tremendous  crash,  that  shook 
the  whole  house  as  if  it  were  tumbling  in  ruin,  startled  us  from 
our  seats  ;  the  room,  was  instantly  tilled  with  thick  dust  and  smoke, 
out  of  which  we  lost  no  time  in  escaping.  I  rushed  into  my  sister's 
room,  and  lifting  her  from  her  bed  hurried  her  down  stairs  into 
the  hall  passage,  where  all  the  inmales  of  the  house,  servants,  &c, 
pale  and  out  of  breath,  were  assembled  in  fearful  consternation. 
Hurried  questions  were  passed:  "'What-  Is  it?"  "Are  wo  safe  V" 
"The  roof  has  given  way  1"  "Are  all  here.-"  At  once  the  mistress 
of  the  house  shrieked  out,  "  My  bairns '.  my  bairns  !"  and  darted 
with  me  up  the  stairs  to  the  room  above  that,  in  which  my  father 
and  I  had  been  sitting.  We  flung  open  the  door;  the  chimney 
had  fallen  in,  breaking  down  the  rum",  crushing  into  the  room  below 
one  whole  side,  of  the  flooring  of  the  attic,  and  dividing  the  room 
into  two  triangular  spaces;  in  the  one  nearest  the  door  was  a 
large  old  mahogany  table  with  two  Haps  reaching  nearly  to  the 
ground.  Beneath  this  table,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  wreck  and 
rubbish,  were  the  two  children.  The  innocent  little  creatures, 
ignorant  of  the  danger  they  had  escaped,  were  playing  together. 
The  mother  seized  ono  and  I  the  other,  and  with  full  hearts  wo 
carried  them  down  to  the  lower  storey.  I  never  can  forget  the 
emotion  of  that  poor  mother.  Some-  friendly  neighbours  accom- 
modated our  unhoused  hosts  for  the  night,  and  we  took  refuge  in 
the  hotel  next  door  until  we  could  find  a  home  in  moro  private 
apartments. 

A  domestic  imbroglio  now  arose  that  altered  the  current  in  which 
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my  life  had  hitherto  run.  A  collision  of  opinions  lie t ween  my 
father  and  myself  on  the  suhjeet  of  .some  engagements  in  the 
theatre,  to  which  I  look  weil-l'oiiuded  exceptions,  left  me  no 
alternative,  as  I  thought,  but  to  wilhdiaw  from  tlio  embarrassing 
position  in  which  such  arrangements  would  have  placed  me,  and 
"seek  my  fortunes  ivhore  ihi.;y  ivuuhi  he  kinder/'  I  would  have 
made,  and  indeed  I  end;  Ted,  sneviiices  to  avoid  this  separation  ;  but 
my  father  was  inflexible  in  adhering  to  measures  which  I  conceived 
in  every  way  objectionable.  On  (lie  strength  of  (be  overtures  pre- 
viously made  to  me  by  the  ISath  manager,  I  wrote  to  him  that  I 
was  now  at  liberty  f  o  engage,  and  alter  a  brief  negotiation  it  was 
agreed  that  the  did'eronce  between  us  in  regard  to  the  pecuniary 
amount,  for  which  we  severely  contended,  should  be  made  depen- 
dent on  my  success.  As  a  parting  service  to  mv  father  T  acted  one 
week  at  Newcastle,  addiui;  the  Stranger  and  Olhello  to  my  list  of 
characters,  and  with  a  heavy  heart,  under  the  depressing  un- 
certainty of  prospect,  in  the  venture  1  was  about  to  make,  I  took 
leave  of  my  family  Find  friends,  and  bade  adieu  to  the  town  in 
which  my  residence  from  my  first,  entrance  was  one  unbroken 
record  of  encouragement  and  kindness.  At  the  last  moment,  the 
night  before  my  departure,  my  father  seemed  to  have  regretted 
the  course  he  had  adopted,  and'  asked  me  if  it  was  not  possible  to 
break  off  with  the  Bath  engagement ;  but  my  word  was  pledged, 
and  could  not  be  retracted.  Just  before  setting  out  on  my  journey 
I  received  the  offer  of  a  very  lucrative  engagement  for  a  fortnight 
from  H.  Johnston,  who  had  taken  the  Glasgow  Theatre,  which  I 
gladly  accepted,  lly  coach  and  mail,  .1  aiii.de  the  host  of  my  way 
to  Bath,  where,  on  my  arrrival,  1  got  a  flutter  at  the  heart  on 
seeing  my  name  in  large  letters  in  the.  piai  bids  to  appear  as  Borneo 
on  the  2(;t.h  of  December  (1811).  This  .sort  of  nervous  emotion  at 
tho  sight  of  my  name  posted  upon  the  walls  never  left  me  to  the 
latest  moment  of  n.y  profe-Mnnal  career,  and  1  have  often  crossed 
over  to  the  other  side  of  the  street  to  avoid  passing  by  a  playbili  in 
which  it  might  be  figuring. 

N'Oi'K. — Edward  Xevil  Maeready,  tun-Li  :il.  Birmingham,  May  29th,  1708, 
joined  as  a  voluuteer,  at  tin:  age  of  silicon,  the  2nd  battalion  of  tho  30th 
Regiment,  then  serving  in  Holland,  uoder  Lord  I.yno.Wh,  an  I  in  the  follownng 
year  fought  iit  Quatre  F.ras  and  Waterloo.  .Ml' tin.'  oiiiccrs  of  lus  company 
having  been  killed  or  disabled  early  in  tin:  day  of  the  great  battle,  ho  com- 
manded, it  througn  great  part  of  t.tie  action,  ami  personalty  led  it  on  at 
different  periods  of  tin:  day,  when  only  an  ensign:  and  l.iie  gallantry  lit: 
displayed  on  this  occasnai  pre-.nire.l  bis  j.-ynincit iun  without  purchase  to  a 
lieutenancy.  His  nest  active  servioc  was  in  the  Manratta  iv:ir.  when  he  took 
part  in  the  siege  and  eapturo  of  the  strong  hill  furl  of  Asseerghur,  all-hongi 
at  the  lime  labouring  -.aider  so  severs  an  illness  that  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  he  could  obtain  leave  to  ..hare  in  the  at.taek.  On  General  Sir  John 
Wilson's  iippoiistmcut  as  LVmrnander-iu-cliief.  in  Ceylon,  l.'aptaiu  Jlacready 
aceoaipanied  iiiai  as  military  secretary,  which  post  lie  fdle  i  for  a  period  of 
eight  or  nine  years.     At  a  tare-well  dinner  given  to  ibe  general,  on  his  leaving 
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the  island,  the  gnvevror,  Mr.  Pre  ■.van  Jlaekeazie.  in  his  speech  puid  a  grati- 
fying trihnt.e  to  the  services  and  eliai-noter  of  the  military  secretary,  as  dis- 
tinguished by  the  essentia]  qualifies  of  an  iuteiii^ent  olheer  iiiij  a  gentleman. 
In  addition  to  tljis  I'liijiic  tesiiim.ir.y  to  his  abilities  an!  worth,  he  received  a 
private  acknowlcigmeat  of  the  eslecm  i:i  ivliicii  tie  was  lield,  in  the  form  of 
:i  valuable  irc'd  liw,  in  :he  name  of  "  Ms  friends,"  a  title  which  comprehended 
every  officer  then  in  Ceylon.  0:i  obtaining  an  lmattaehod  majority  he  le.f: 
ibe  iicitli  Kcgimeut,  in  which  he  hud  endeared  himself  to  a'.l,  and  withdrew 
from  active  service,  in  1 B 10  he  married  Miss  Rolls,  and  afeepted  the  ap- 
pointment of  A.D.C.  offered  him  by  Mr.  Stewart,  Mackenzie,  then  Lord  High 
Co  mm  is*  inner  of  the  Ionian  Islands.  Oil  leaving  this  post  he  spent  some  years 
in  liireisti  tra.vel.     lie  died  verv  i-ii.bb  :fv  or.  lite  4-tti  of  November,  18-18. 

Majoi-  ilncready  was  the  author  of  "A  Sketch  of  Snwm-row  and  his  last 
Campaign."  -Mis.  bdivard  Maere.uly  designed  and  v.etblbiii.-h  in  18113,  a  series 
of  spirited   etchings  of  Maoroail;'   in   some    of   l:i.i  mntnipal   characters   and 
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1814-1815.— Description    of    Bat.h    in    1814— Appearance   In   Romeo,   &c— 

Actors  more  sensitive  In  critieisrn  timn  other  artists — l'lopused  engagement 
with  Harris  at  Covent.  Garden  declined— rerf.irmnnre^  at."]  In  hi  in --Visit  to 
London  —  Cnm  pa  risen  of  Keen  aad  Cooke  in  Itichard  III. — Mistake  of 
"points"  in  acting— Lean  in  Kiebnrd  III,  at  IVar;-  l.ane — Supper  with 
Kcan— His  powers  of  conversation  and  mimicry— 31  iss  O'Xeill  in  Juliet  at 
Covent  Garden. 

Amid  the  revolutions  of  Hit;  times  which  my  life  has  witnessed,  few 
places  can  have  undergone  more  extreme  changes  than  the  city  of 
Bath.  At  this  time  its  winter  season  was  (o  tin;  frisiijonahle  world 
the  precursor  of  that  of  the  Lontlon  spring.  Houses,  lodgings, 
board  ing-ho  uses,  were  idled;  room.-  in  tin:  licit ei  must  be  engaged 
at  an  early  date.  The  hotel.-,  of  which  lliero  were  several,  were  of 
the  first  order,  lutt  eon-pi  en  en?,  ameaig  them  were  the  York  House 
and  the  White  Hart.  The  Uilkt  d'in'Ue  at  these  houses  were  fre- 
quented by  mililury  end  r.yvnl  olueeTs,  toeii  of  fortune  of  the  learned 
professions,  and  graduates  of  I  he  Universities.  The  company  was 
in  general  most  agreeable,  and  tiie  dinner-  excellent,  usually,  with 
wine  and  dessert,  standing  at  half  a  guinea  per  bead.  Each  day  a 
little  after  noon  the  Pump  Koom,  a  sort  of  exchange  for  news  and 
gossip,  was  literally  eramned  full  wiiii  its  throng  of  idlers.  Mon- 
day and  Thursday  evenings  were  given  to  balls  (usually  crowded) 
at  the  great  rooms  ;  Wednesday  and  Friday  to  liiese  (not  so  well 
attended)  at  the  lower  rooms  :  Tuesday  to  Ashe's  concert,  at 
which  the  leading  vocalists  were  engaged;  end  Saturday  to  the 
theatre,  where  again  was  a  re'uh-Um  of  the  votaries  of  fashion.  Now 
all  has  disappeared.  At  about  three  o'clock  the  pavement  of 
Milsom  Street  would  be  so  crowded  with  gaily  dressed  people,  and 
the  drive  so  blocked  with   carriages,  that  it  was  difficult  to  get 
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along  except  with  the  stream.  I  have  of  late  years  looked  down 
the  same  street  sit  die  saint  hour  and  counted  five-  persons!  The 
Lower  Crescent  was  a  Sunday  promenade  between  morning  and 
afternoon  service,  prosentim'  the  same  conllux  of  visitors.  The 
life  of  the  London  world  of  fashion  was  hereon  a  reduced  scale, 
and  the  judgment  of  a  Bath  audience  was  regarded  as  a- pretty  sure 
presage  of  the  decision  of  the  metropolis,  it  is  not  therefore  to 
be  wondered  at,  if,  distrustful  as  J  seem  constitutionally  to  have 
been,  I  should  hove  approached  this  trial  with  something  like 
trepidation.  But  "  ullv  ri,-jio-re  6nv ""  was  iny  motto,  and  with  that 
resolve  1  went  determinedly  to  work. 

A  neat  little  drawing-room  opening  into  (he  bed-room,  No.  5, 
Chapel  How,  Queen  Square,  was  toy  new  heme.  I  felt  its  loneli- 
ness, nor  did  my  introduction  To  the  performers  at  the  rehears*! 
tend  at  all  to  inspirit  me.  1  Icing  announced  as  "a.  star,"  without 
having  the  London  stamp,  I  was  looked  upon  with  a  supercilious 
coldness,  as  if  challenging  my  right  to  take  such  precedence  before 
my  fellow-actors.  The  stage  manager,  Mr.  Charlton,  was  a  very 
kind  gentleman,  and,  enforcing  all  my  directions,  enabled  me  to 
get  through  all  my  rehearsals  very  smoothly.  The  romance  of 
'Aladdin,'  expensively  got  up,  was  the  afterpiece,  which  on  a 
Christmas  night  would  ensure  a  full  audience,  and  every  part  of 
the  theatre  was  crowded  to  overflowing.  My  reception,  it  I  had 
wanted  heart,  was  hearty  enough  to  give  it ;  hut  though,  dejected 
and  misgiving  in  the  contemplation  of  my  lash,  I  was  on  my  entry 
into  the  lists  always  strung  up  to  the  highest  pitch,  and,  like  the 
gladiators  in  the  arena,  resolute  to  do  or  die.  The  applause 
increased  in  eacli  scene,  until  in  the  encounter  with  Tybalt  it 
swelled  into  prolonged  cheering,  and,  1o  use  a  homely  phrase,  1 
then  found  myself  linn  in  the  saddle.  The  end  of  the  tragedy  was 
a  triumph,  and  1  returned  to  my  little  homely  lodging,  to  write  off 
to  my  family  the  news  of  my  success. 

'Romeo  and  Julie:.1  was  repeated,  and  followed  by  'Hamlet,' 
'The  Earl  of  Essex,'  'Orestes,'  &c.  The  newspapers,  with  one 
exception,  were  lavish  in  their  praise.  The  dissenting  critic  based 
his  objections  on  my  disqualifications  for  a  great  actor  in  my  wan  I 
of  personal  attractions,  "  by  which  Nature  had  interposed  an  ever- 
lasting bar  to  my  success  ;"  and  on  my  performance  of  Beverley, 
in  '  The  Gamester,' with  which  the  audience  were  deeply  affected 
—several  ladies,  some  in  hysterics,  being  obliged  to  leave  the 
boxes— he  observed  (hoi.  it  would  have  been  altogether  excellent, 
if  not  perfect,  "hut  for  the  unaccommodating  ei -position  of  Nature 
in  the  formation  of  my  face."  I  have  no  doubt  I  winced  under 
the  occasional  lash  of  jay  Zoilus,  for  there  is  not  in  ail  creation  a 
creature  so  sensitive  as  "ihc  poor  player."  Is  there  not  some- 
thing to  be  said  in  palliation  ('flu's  weakness?  He  leaves  no  trace 
of  his  life's  work.  The  poet,  as  his  imagination,  bodies  forth  the 
forms  of  things  unknown,  turns  them  to  shape,  which  remains  a 
•  "  Ever  to  eiorl."— lai. 
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lasting  monument  of  his  genius;  the  painter,  upon  tho  wall  or 
canvas, fixes  imperishably  tho  dream-  of  bis  fancy;  the  sculptor, 
in  t lie  various  attitudes  of  his  life-like  image,  conveys  to  future 
times  the  thought  ami  ficiing  that  had  burned  within  him  ;  the 
player,  with  conceptions  lis  glow  iog,  heightening  Hie  poet's  thought 
and"  realising  his  visions  of  glory,  imprin's;  his  graceful  and  pictu- 
resque ill  u  si  rations,  his  proving  studies  of  the  human  heart,  upon 
the  light  sands  of  time,  imprcssiouswhichthenextwaveobiilerat.es. 
The  more  enduring  arts  leave  in  their  works  iho  champions  of 
their  fame  to  live  and  delight  and  instruct,  when  the  cavils  against 
them  are  heard  no  more.  Tho  player's  triumph  is  momentary, 
passing  as  the  rapturous  applause  ih;ii.  attests  it.s  merit  dies  away. 
"i'eehic  Iradilion  is  his  memory's  guard,"  and,  with  so  brief  and 
uncertain  a  hold  upon  the  sympathies  of  his  fellow-men,  is  it  to  bo 
wondered  at  if  he  should  ho  more  keenly  alive  than  others  to  the 
censures  that  may  seem  to  endanger  his  popularity?  In  com- 
pliments, however,  far  and  near,  invitations,  troops  of  friends,  and 
all  the  flattering  evidences  of  unanimous  success,  there  were 
suHiciont  assurances  of  the  position  I  had  taken  in  public  opinion 
to  set  me  above  the  reach  of  harm  Horn  his  strictures. 

The  report  of  what  was  passim?  at  Hath  was  speedily  carried  to 
the  London  theatres,  and  my  old  and  kind  friend  Mr.  Fawcctt,  the 
fit  ago  manager  of  (.'event  t.arden  Theatre,  was  despatched  by- 
Mr.  Harris  to  see  me  act  Mid  brim;  him  the.  particular  relation  of 
my  abilities,  views,  and  pretensions,  lie  was  present  at  my  second 
perform  an  co  of  Orestes,  and  on  his  sounding  me  upon  my  ex- 
pectations in  regard  to  London,  1  staled  my  fixed  intention  not  to 
make  the  hazard  of  an  appearance  there,  except  upon  a  high  salary 
and  for  a  term  of  years,  as  the  chances  might  lie  against  me  in 
the  outset  of  my  career,  and  if  I  could  not,  regain  lost  ground  I 
ought  at  least  to  indemnify  myself  pecuniarily  for  the  advantages 
T  should  resign  in  the  estimation  T  at.  present  enjoyed.  He  had 
no  objections  to  offer  to  my  reasoning,  and  on  his  return  to 
London  I  received  proposals  from  Mr.  Harris  for  an  engagement 
of  three  years,  not  to  bo  terminable  at  the  manager's  option 
(which  was  the  customary  form)  at  the  end  of  the  first.  This 
correspondence  was  carried  on  for  some  weeks,  during  which 
I  continued  to  win  -'golden  opinions"  in  tho  characters  of 
Hotspur,  King  Richard  III.,  George  Larnwell,  Luke  in  'Riches,' 
Alexander,  Ac,  I  was  very  warmly  received  in  the  characters  of 
Orestes  and  Alexander  at;  Lristol,  and  concluded  my  performances 
at  Bath  with  tho  play  of  'Riches,'  repeated  for  my  benefit  to  a 
crowded  audience.  The  prosperous  issue  of  this  engagement  waa 
acknowledged  very  cordially  by  the  managers,  who  iixed  its  pay- 
ment on  the  terms  f  had  asked,  and  catered  into  a  contract  with 
me  for  the  nest  season  for  a  longer  period  and  at  an  increased 
rate  of  payment.  To  me  the  result,  of  this  visit  to  Lath  was  re- 
munerative beyond  irs  local  inlluctiee.  An  engagement  of  £o0  per 
week  for  seven  weeks  was  proposed  to  me  by  the  Lublin  manage- 
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ment,  and  was  of  course  accepted  without  hesitation.  This,  ns 
an  indication  of  extended  reputation,  and  consequently  of  ample 
income,  made  me  more  independent  niliii1  London  managers. 

My  father  had,  in  writing  to  Faweett  on  the  subject  of  the  Covent 
Garden  negotiation  with  mo,  wllhout  my  cognisance,  suggested  to 
them  an  experimental  om'agr.ment  for  me  of  six  or  eight,  nights  at 
£20  per  night.,  mv  permanent  establishment  in  the  theatre  to  ba 
determined  by  the  degree  of  ray  success.  At  this  proposition, 
which  Fawcctt  doubter!  as  being  agreeable  to  me,  they  eagerly 
caught,  and  forthwith  tendered  it  me,  which  1  instantaneously  and 
summarily  duel  sued  ;  but  on  this  and  other  business  I  went  myself 
to  London,  and  met  there  my  hither,  who  laid  gone  to  form  en- 
gagements with  Kuan  and  Miss  O'Neill.  On  the  irrevocable  step 
that  he  would  have  me  take,  T  could  not  he  brought  to  concur 
with  his  opinions,  anil  declining1  this  terms  proposed  by  Covent 
Garden,  trusted  my  fortunes  lor  another  year  to  the  promise  which 
the  country  theatres  held  out  to  me,  My  stay  in  London  was 
limited  to  a  few  days,  which  I  did  not  fail  to  turn  to  the  best 
account.  All  the  world  was  then  under  the  attraction  of  the  two 
theatrical  magnets  of  the  day,  ami  it.  was  not  likely  that  I  should 
be  insensible  to  their  influence.  Places  were  taken  one  night  at 
Drury  Lane  for  '  liichard  111.,'  and  for  another  l-'awcott  procured 
scats  for  us  in  the  orchestra  of  Covent  Garden,  to  see  the  Juliet  of. 
Miss  O'Neill  to  the  best.  nrlvutitage.  Kemi  was  engaged  to  sup  with 
my  father  at  the  York  Hotel  afier  the  performance  of  'Richard,' 
to  which  I  wont  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  curiosity.  Cooke's 
representation  of  the  part  T  had  been  present  at  several  times, 
and  it  lived  in  my  memory  in  all  its  sturdy  vigour.  I  use  this  ex- 
pression as  applicable  to  him  in  the  el  in  racier  which  Gibber's  clever 
stagey  compilation  has  given  to  an  linglish  audience  as  Richard 
Plantagenet,  in  place  of  Shakespeare's  creation — the  earnest, 
active,  versatile  spirit.  "impiger.  iracundus,  inexorabilis,  acer," 
who  makes  a  business  of  his  ambition,  without  let  or  demur  clearing 
away  or  cutting  down  the  obstacles  to  his  progress,  with  not  one 
pause  of  compunctious  hesitation. .  There  was  a  solidity  of  deport- 
ment and  manner,  ami  at  the  same  time  a  sort  of  unctuous  enjoy- 
ment of  his  successful  craft,  in  tins  solilocruishig  stage  villany  of 
Cooke,  which  gave  powerful  and  rich  effect  to  the  sneers  and 
overbearing  retorts  of  Gibber's  hero,  and  certain  points  (as  the 
peculiar  mode  of  delivering  a  passage  is  technically  phrased) 
traditional  from  (iamek  were  made  with  consummate  skill,  signifi- 
cance, and  power. 

Kean's  conception  was  ilecidudly  more  Shakespearean.  He 
hurried  yon  along  in  his  resolute  course  with  a  spirit  that  brooked 
no  delay.  In  inflexibility  of  will  and  sudden  grasp  of  expedients 
he  suggested  the  idea  of  u  feudal  Napoleon.  His  personation  was 
throughout  consistent,  and  he  was  only  inferior  (o  l.'ooke  where  he 
attempted  points  upon  the  same  ground  as  ids  distinguished  pre- 
decessor.    These  points  have  often  proved  stumbling-blocks  to 
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actors  and  false  1  Firl i t h  io  the  discernment,  of  audiences.  The  in- 
stances  have  not  been  rare  in  tho  Drama's  history  when  the  fre- 
quenters of  theatres,  on  the  occasion  of  an  actor's  or  an  actress's 
first  essay  III  any  pupular  character,  have  reserved  their  judgments 
for  the  effect?  to  be  produced  by  one  lijie  or  one  speech,  the  par- 
ticular point  rendered  famous  by  some,  preceding  player;  and.  the 
artist  has  as  often  been  betrayed  info  laboured  effort  to  give 
prominence  to  such  isolated  passages,  instead  of  relying  on  his 
penetration  into  the  full  depth  of  the  poets  intention  and  the 
perfect  comprehension  of  his  one  lurifi;  and  grand  idea.  "Primone 
medium,  medio  :ie  <1  i^L:r-.'-|K-!:  imum."  * 

My  father  and  self  were  betim.es  in  our  boy.  Pope,  was  the  lachry- 
mose and  rather  tedious  perl'ermer  of  Henry  VI.  But  when  the 
scene  changed,  and  a-  little,  keenly-visaed  mini  rapidly  bustled  across 
the  stage,  I  felt  there  was  moaning  in  tin-  alertness  of  hiB  manner 
and  the  quickness  of  his  step.  As  the  play  proceeded  I  became 
more  and  more  satisfied  that  I  here  was  a  mind  of  no  common  Order. 
In  his  angry  complaining  of  Nature's  injustice  to  his  bodily  imper- 
fections, as  he  uttered  the  line,  "To  shrink  my  arm  up  liken 
withered  shrub,"  ho  remained  looking  on  the  limb  for  some 
moments  "with  a  sort  of  bitter  discontent,  and  then  struck  it  back 
in  angry  disgust.  .My  father,  "ho  sat:  behind  me,  touched  me, and 
whispered  "It's  very  poor  i"  "Oh  no '"I  replied, -'it  is  no  common 
thing,"  for  J  found  myself  st  ret  chine:  over  tltc  box  to  observe  him. 
The  scene  with  Lady  Anne  was  entered  on  with  evident  confidence, 
and  was  well  sustained,  in  the  affected  earnestness  of  penitence, 
to  its  successful  close.  In  tempting  Buckingham  to  the  murder  of 
the  children,  he  did  not  impress  me  as  Cooke  was  wont  to  do,  in 
whom  the  sense  of  the  crime  was  apparent  in  the  gloomy  hesitation 
with  which  he  gave  reluctant  utterance  to  the  deed  of  blood. 
Kean's  manner  was  consistent  with  tits  conception,  proposing  their 
death  as  a  political  necessity,  and  sharp]  \  iiouirhig  .it,  as  a  business 
to  be  dotio.  The  two  actors  were  equally  eli'eetivo  in  their  re- 
spective views  of  the  unscrupulous  tyrant  ;  but  leaving  to  Cooke 
the  more  prosaic  version  of  Cihber,  in  would  have  been  desirable 
to  have  seen  the  energy  and  restless  activity  of  Kean  giving  lifts  to 
racy  language  and  seenes  of  direct  and  varied  agency  in  the  genuine 
tragedy  with  which  his  whole  maimoi*  and  iippeavunce  were  so 
much  more  in  harmony.  In  his  studied  mode  of  delivering  the 
passages  "Well!  as  you  guess ;"  and  "  Off  with  his  head  I  So  much 
for  Bucking-ham  !"  he  eould  not  approach  the  searching  sarcastic 
incredulity,  or  tlie  rich  vindictive  chuckle  of  Cooke;  hut  in  the 
hearing  of  the  man  throughout,  as  the  intriguer,  the  tyrant,  and 
the  warrior,  he  seemed  never  to  relax  the  ardour  of  his  pursuit, 
presenting  tho  life  of  tho  usurper  as    one  unbroken  whole,   and 

*  "Let  all  hegiu,  <ro  on,  and  en  1  (/mi  sis  tenth'." 

Horace,  Art  of  Poetry. 
From  which  tins  jinwiiiig  quotation  is  also  f,i!;e:i,  an !   in  eile^-t  translated  hy 
Mncready's  content. — Ed. 
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closing  it  with  it  death  piriuresnucly  and  poetically  grand.  Many 
of  the  Kemble  school  resisted  oouvicliiin  in  his  merits,  "hut  tho  fact 
that  lie  mafic  me  foul  was  an  argument  to  enrol  mo  with  the  majority 
mi  the  indisputable  genius  lie  displayed. 

Wo  retired  lo  the  hotel  a.s  soon  as  the  curtain  fell,  and  were  soon 
joined  by  Kean,  iif,<:fjiii|jf\iii<::il,  oi-  nil  her  attended,  by  Pope.  I  need 
not  say  with  what  intense  scrutiny  1  regarded  him  as  we  shook 
hands  on  our  mutual  introduction.  The  mild  and  modest  expres- 
sion of  his  Italian  features,  and  his  unassuming  manner,  which  I 
might  perhaps  justly  describe  as  partaking  in  some  degree  of 
shyness,  took  me  by  surprise,  and  I  remarked  with  special  interest, 
the  indifference  with  which  he  endured  llic  fulsome  flatteries  of 
Pope.  Ho  was  very  sparing  of  words  during,  and  for  some  time 
after,  supper  ;  but  about:  one  o'clock,  when  the  glass  had  circulated 
pretty  freely, he  became  animated,  tiitenf,  and  communicative.  His 
anecdotes  were  related  with  a  lively  sense  of  the  ridiculous;  in  the 
melodies  he  sang  there  was  a  touching  grace,  and  Ids  powers  of 
mimicry  were  must  humorously  or  happily  evened  in  an  admiiable 
imitation  of  Praham:  and  in  a  story  of  iuelodon  acting  Steady  1he 
Quaker  at  Eochester  without  any  rehearsal-  where,  in  singing  the 
favourite  air,  "  When  the  lads  of  the  village  so  merrily,  oh !  "  he 
heard  himself  to  his  dismay  and  consternation  accompanied  by  a 
single  bassoon,— the  music  of  his  voice,  his  perplexity  at  each 
recurring  sound  of  the  bassoon,  his  undertone  maledictions  on  the 
self-satisfied  musician,  the  peculiarity  of  his  habits,  all  were  hit  off 
with  a  humour  and  an  exactness  that  equalled  the  hest  display 
Mathews  ever  made,  am!  almost  convulsed  us  with  laughter.  It 
was  a  memorable  evening,  the  first  and  last  T  ever  spent  in  privato 
with  this  extraordinary  man. 

In  its  outward  graces  how  different  was  the  excellence  which, 
a  night  or  two  alter,  excited  my  enthusiastic  admiration  when 
Shakespeare's  Juliet  made  her  entry  on  the  scene  in  the  person  of 
Miss  O'Neill !  Our  seats  in  the  orchestra  of  Covent  Garden  gave 
me  the  opportunity  of  noting  every  slightest  flash  of  emotion  or 
shade  of  thought  that  passed  over  her  countenance.  The  charming 
picture  she  presented  was  one  that  time  could  not  efface  from  the 
memory.  It  was  am.  altogether  the  matchless  beauty  of  form  and 
face,  but  the  spirit  of  perfect  innocence  and  purity  that  seemed  to 
glisten  in  her  speaking  eyes  and  breathe  from  her  chiselled  iips. 
To  her  might  justly  be  ascribed  the  negative  praise,  in  my  mind 
the  highest  commendation  that,  as  an  artist,  man  or  woman  can 
receive,  of  a  total  absenee  of  any  approach  (o  at! betatron.  There 
was  in  her  look,  voice,  and  manner  an  artlessncss,  an  apparent 
un consciousness  (so  foreign  to  the  generality  of  slage  performers) 
that  riveted  the  spectator's  ca/.e:  but  when,  with  altered  tones  and 
eager  glance,  she  inquired,  as  he  Imgcringiy  kit  iter,  the  name  of 
Eomeo  of  the  Nurse,  and  bade  her  go  and  learn  it,  the  revolution 
in  her  whole  being  was  cvidurt,  antieipating  the  worse, — 

"  If  he  be  married, 

My  grave  is  like  to  lie  my  wedding-bed." 
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I  hare  hoard  objections  to  tlie  warmth  of  her  passionate  con- 
fessions iu  the  garden  sue  no  ;  hut  the  Jove  of  tlie  maid  of  sunny 
Italy  is  not  to  be  measured  and  judged  by  tho  phlegmatic 
formalist. 

"  My  liimiii-y  is  as  bouadlcss  as  the  sw, 
Mv  love  as  iliicp ;  tJi.-  more  I  giro  to  thee 
The  more  I  have,  for  both  are  infinite," 

is  her  heart's  utterance.  Lovo  was  to  tier  life  :  life  not  valued,  if 
unsustaincd  by  love.  Sueli  was  flu-  impression  idiss  O'Neill's  con- 
ception of  the  character  made,  rendering  its  catastrophe  the  only 
natural  refuse  of  a  guileless  passion  so  irresistible  and  absorbing. 
In  the  second  act  the  impatiences  of  tlie  love-sick  maid  to  obtain 
tidings  of  her  lover  was  floligliUnlly  contrasted  with  the  winning 
playfulness  with  which  she  so  dexterously  lured  back  to  doting 
fondness  the  pettish  humour  of  fiie  testy  old  \mw,  and  in  rushing 
to  her  appointment  at  the  Friar's  coll,  h-::r  whole  son!  was  in  the 
utterance  of  the  words,  "  Ilio  to  high  fortune1.  Honest  Nurse, 
farewell."  The  desperate  alternative  to  which  tho  command  of 
Capulet  that  sho  should  ma  try  Pa  vis  reduced  her,  transformed  the 
gentle  girl  at  once  into  a  heroine,  ami  the  distracting  contention  of 
her  fears  and  resolution  rose  to  a  frauiio  climax  of  passion,  abruptly 
closed  by  her  oxclanr.vi.ion, ''  Romeo !  I  come !  This  do  I  drink  to 
thee  I"  Through  my  whole  experience  hers  was  the  only  represent u- 
tionof  Juliet  1  have  seen:  and  as  the  curtain  fell,  i  left  my  seat, in 
the  orchestra  with  the  words  of  Iaehimo  in  my  mind,  "All  of  her, 
that  is  out  of  door,  most  rich !  ,  ,  .  She  is  alone  tho  Arabian  bird." 
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1815.— Engagement   at    Glasgow— At   DuMin— Humours   nnd   character    of 

tlifl  Dublin  iiuiiiiincss-  ■'[' h:\ie  puculiiiritiiis  riml  ait.achnieat  to  old  [avou  riles 
■ — Bull: — I'rotit  In  In'  m:ule  by  :m  actor  cut'el  a  bad  house — Imporl.an™  of 
sluty-  -Meutevole — Kitdy — I'ien'e  -Diiku  Araaza — The  Twiss  Family — 
Odors  fi  ..mi  Drnry  Lane  and  Covont  (ne-'dco  '[Ih:;l:i,,:.--J1i:.!|  ini;  with  brother 
at  We viibii til— Officers  at  Bath— Mrs.  l'iozzi— Diillo.ultios  ot'  the  actor's 
art  -Amateur  actors  -I'erlbnuiug  with  "  lie-no  Coate;  "  at  lial.li— Leo  ales 
— Doricourt— Don  Felix. 

After  one  night's  performance  at  Thistol  I  made  my  journey  to 
Glasgow  by  way  of  Newcastle,  where  I  spent  a  day  or  two  with 
my  family.  At.  Glasgow  T  repeated  my  principal  characters  to 
good  receipts;  hut  with  Kean's  first  engagement  in  Scotland 
announced  over  my  head  at;  greatly  advanced  prices,  in  which  he 
was  to  be  paid  £100  per  night,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
young  country  actor  should  fare  as  well  as  if  the  field  had  been 
open.  The  produce  of  my  engagement  was  however  very  satis- 
factory, putting  a,  very  handsome  sum  in  my  pocket.  A  trifling 
occurrence,  to  be  remembered  in  after-life,  fell  out  on  the  night  c-f 
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my  benefit.  A  pretty  little  girl,  about  nine  years  of  age,  was  sent 
on  at  a  very  short  notice  io  act  the  uart.  of  one  of  the  children  in 
Dimond'a  pleasant  farce,  'The  Hunter  of  tho  Alps.'  She  was 
imperfect  in  the  words  she  luiil  to  sjh -a!;,  having  hud  no  time  to 
learn  them  ;  not  being  aware  of  this,  I  scolded  lies-  on  coming  off 
the  stage  for  her  neglect,  which  1  "its  afterwards  sorry  for,  as  it 
cost  her  many  tears.    In  later  life  this  incident  was  recalled  to 

From  Glasgow  my  route  to  Dublin  was  by  Tort  Patrick,  tlio 
little  haven  of  a  dreary  rock-bound  coast,  where  I  was  detained  in 
a  miserable  inn  a  whole  day,  wind-bound.  The  next  morning  the 
master  of  the  packet  announced  his  intention  to  try  Ihe  passage, 
though  the  wind  was  strong  and  almost  ahead.  The  little  vessel 
was  "warped"  ont  of  the  harbour,  a  boat  having  taken  out  a 
cable  and  fastened  it  to  a  buoy  outside,  up  to  which,  with  a  wind- 
lass, we  were  hauled,  Ihe  master  observing  io  me,  as  the  sail  was 
being  spread,  "if  that  cable  had  given  way,  nothing  could  have 
saved  us  from  being  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks."  By  dint  of 
many  tacks  we  reached  Domighadeo  in  a  few  hours,  but  on  ihe 
passage  I  got  into  conversation  with  a,  young  man  of  the  name  of 
Conroy,  who  informed  me  that  he  hail  reached  Port  Patrick  by  the 
same  packet  on  his  way  to  visit  a  friend  in  Glasgow  College, that  he 
had  lost  his  luggage  and  his  purse,  and  must  new  red™  to  Dublin, 
as  well  as  he  could,  to  obtain  a  fresh  supply.  I  offered  him  the 
assistance  of  my  purse,  and  we  proceedt  d  together  to  Belfast,  and 
thence  to  Dublin,  i  having  aceoimm.aUtrd  him  will  i  linen  and  fGodd 
in  cash,  which  Wiis  to  be  repaid  immediately.  The  linen  was  re- 
turned, but  of  cash  and  Conroy  T  never  heard  more.  My  Dublin 
engagement,  in  which  i  repealed  several  times  my  most  favourite 
characters,  that  of  Luke  being  the  must  pupular,  added  to  my 
reputation  and  materially  im]  it-overt,  my  nuances.  '  Biehard  II.'  was 
produced  for  my  benefit,  ami  as  usual  applauded,  hut.  did  not  attract. 
I  made  some  agrei  able  aniuainlanees  la  re,  among  whom  I  remem- 
ber with  peculiar  pleasure  the  genial  kind  Joseph  Atkinson,  Moore's 
most  intimate  friend.  At  his  house,  with  olhers  of  more  note,  I  met 
the  Dean  of  Ferns,  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  the  only- 
man  that  could  sit.  out  iliro'.igh  the  whole  night  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  when  Lord  Lieutenant,  over  whisky-punch.  From 
Lord  Cast  lecoote  f  received  much  at  lent  ion,  and  found  a  very  warm 
friend  in  a  humorous  re.-'.-mblauce  of  J/iilsbiil'  rejoicing  in  the  name 
of  Mick  Doyle,  who  had  been  on  the  stage,  and  subsequently  at 
the  head  of  the  Customs,  from  which  lie  had  retired  with  a  good 
properly  and  a,  good  pension.  It  required  some  effort  to  preserve 
our  grave  looks  when  he  used  to  lament  over  his  condition. 
"  There's  poor  old  Mrs.  Doyle  :  she's  an  excellent  woman,  a  very 
good  creature ;  bat  she's  of  no  earthly  use  io  me.  If  God  Almighty 
would  be  good  enough  to  take  her  to  Himself,  it  would  be  much, 
better  for  both  of  us." 

The  value  of  the  principle  that  I  had  laid  down  as  a  primary 
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duty  in  my  art,  viz,,  alvs.iys  to  !,i  hi  wnctt,  was  enforced  upon  me 
still  more  strongly  by  my  experience  before  a  Dublin  audience. 
Their  attention  arrested  and  I  heir  feelings,  once  excited,  the  actor 
enjoyed  in  their  glowing  sympathy  the  full  triumph  of  his  art. 
The  national  character  might  In:-  road  with  tolerable  correctness  in 
their  theatre.  Keenly  sensitive  io  the  commanding  truth  of  the 
poet's  or  the  play...-r\  pass'iei,  they  would  as  often  lind  resource  in 
their  own  humour  jVoni  iliclt-  dullness  or  incliicienoy.  It  would  not 
uulrcquenily  happen  that,  iho  humour  of  the  gallery  would  prove 
the  ruler  of  the  hour,  disturbing  the  more  sedate  of  the  spectators 
and  utterly  discomposing  the  player;  noli).,  checked  by  perhaps 
some  energetic  declamation,  or  sobered  by  some  touch  of  nature, 
they  would  surrender  themselves  to  the  potent  influence  of  the 
scene,  and  beneath  its:  eh  ami  no  assembly  could  watch  more  intently, 
with  moro  discriminating  taste,  or  more  lavish  applause,  "tile 
dream  of  passion"  passing  before  them.  The  anecdotes  arc  nu- 
merous that  have  been  current  of  this  .1  luhbii  galleries'  waggeries. 
I  remember  on  one  occasion  acting  ilio  character  of  Pierre  in 
'Venice  Preserved.'  Sly  friend  Jatiior  displayed  a  rotundity  of 
person  that  might  have  agreed  with  the  simile-  to  which  he  likened 
himself,  of  a  "full  carol' corn,''  but  certainly  sh  owed  no  appearance 
of  being  "  withered  in  the  ripening.''  As  if  in  accordance  with  this 
obesity,  bis  delivery  was  drawling  and  Ids  deportment  heavy.  In 
the  scene  prepared  lor  the  execution  of  Pierre,  after  he  had  struck 
me  and  himself  with  his  dagger,  ami  gasping  out  the  few  spirited 
words  of  the  oVlJanl  conspirator,  I  had  closed  my  part  with  the 
cordial  plaudits  of  the  audience,  a  long  and  rather  drowsy  dying 
speech  of  my  poor  friend  Jailier  was  "dragging  its  slow  length 
along,"  when  one  of  the  gallery,  in  a  tone  of  great  impatience,  called 
out  very  loudly,  "Ah!  now,  die  at  once  ;"  to  which  another  from 
the  other  side  immediately  replied,  "Tie  quiet,  yon  blackguard," 
then  turned  wilh  a  patronising  tone  to  the  lingering  Jafflcr,  "Take 
your  time!" 

There  was  one  peculiarity  to  which  this  audience  clung,  in 
Grattan's  phrase,  -with  desperate  fidelity."  Their  attachment  to 
old  stationary  favourites  was  maintained  with  an  ardour  and 
persistency  that  repelled  the  inter  fere-nee  of  their  better  judgment : 
and  from  dates  lost  in  the  memory  of  playgoers,  "old"  Pulhim, 
Williams,  Johnson,  and  Talbot,  four  mediocre  performers,  held  un- 
disputed pre-eminence  in  their  partial  opinions  above  the  best 
London  comedians.  Tven  3fiss  O'Neill  did  not  displace  IMIss 
Walsteinas  their  favourite  tragic  actress,  though  they  allowed  her 
the  palm  of  superiority  in  comedy,  (lie  "Irish  "Widow  being  con- 
sidered as  one j' of  her  most;  celebrated  personal  ion*.  Of  course  I 
speak  of  the  notions  that  were  rile  at  that  time.  1'rom  Dublin  to 
Liverpool  our  passage  in  (be  sailing  packet  was  a  very  good  one, 
twenty-two  hours,  whence  i  hurried  on  to  act  in  the  race  week 
at.  Neweasil o-o n-Tyno,  where  I  was  again  at  home  and  among 
old  friends.    Choverillo,  in  Holcroft's  comedy  of  '  The  Deserted 
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Daughter,' and  Shakespeare's  King  Henry  T.  were  the  only  new 
characters  I  attempted  there,  hut  m.-l tticr  elicited  any  particular 
demonstration  of  approval,  and  indeed  th ■.served  none  ;  for  having 
barely  mastered  the  text  of  each,  all  c  licet  ""as  left  to  chance,  as  I 
found  by  subsequent,  diligent  study  in  making  Henry  one  of  my 
most  popular  assumptions. 

i\]y  summer  spent,  in  company  ivitli  my  sisters,  was  divided 
between  professional  engagements  at  Carlisle,  IhimfrieK,  and  Ber- 
wick-upon-Tweed, and  somo  holiday  weeks  in  my  old  favourite 
retreat  of  Holy  Island,  from  whence  we  made  excursions  to  Bam- 
borough  Castle,  Wark,  Norham,  frc,  or  frequently  dined  and  drank 
tea  among  the  rocks  or  sandy  hills  of  the  island,  under  a  little  tent 
that  I  had  constructed  io  supply  the  want  of  a  bathing- house,— 
days  of  enjoyment  that  J.  have  never  ceased  to  reckon  among  tho 
pleasures  ol  the  past.  It  was  with  regret  T  parted  from  them,  but 
ill-blood  made  my  leave-taking  of  my  father  much  more  to  be 
sorrowed  for.  Tn  matters  of  business  he  would  take  refuge  in 
outbreaks  of  temper,  and  the  issue  would  be  an  abrupt  separation. 
As  I  review  our  differences  I  cannot  honestly  peeler  excuses  in  his 
favour,  but  in  making  more  allowances  for  him  1.  should  have  been 
in  all  respects  wiser  ;  the  more  I  had  yielded,  the  more  I  should 
have  had  reason  to  have  been  satisiicd  with  myself. 

During  a  short  engagement  at  (iror.noek,  which  added  little  to 
my  stock,  the  tidings  came  of  the  victery  of  Waterloo,  and  several 
anxious  days  were  passed  before  the  published  list  of  killed  and 
wounded  gave  Tin1  assur.inee  of  my  dr-a;  bvoi  Iter's  Safety.  All  the 
officers  of  his  company  had  been  put  hors  thi  eoinbtil,  cither  killed 
or  severely  wounded,  but  he.  bringing  the  company  out  of  action, 
gained  his  lieutenancy.  Another  short  interval  of  relaxation  at 
Holy  Island  and  I  was  again  t:i.  run!'.:,  with  engagements  before 
mo  for  some  months  to  come.  At  ("'luster  I  was  well  received  by 
respectable  audiences,  but  at  Sheffield,  where  my  name  was  well 
known,  my  attraction  was  very  great,  and  the  four  nights  I  acted 
there  swelled  the  growth  of  my  liiilo  purse  considerably.  These 
towns  were  taken  on  jay  road  to  Rath  anil  Bristol,  where  I  was  to 
pass  the  greater  part  of  the  winter. 

From  circumstances  that  I  do  not  remember,  the  season  at  Bath 
was  a  dull  one,  and  the  theatre  suffered  proportionately  with  the 
other  places  of  amusement.  But  this  did  not  prevent  mo  from 
using  as  a  means  of  study  for  my  improvement  d.hc  practice  it  af- 
forded me.  A  full  attendance  is  too  generally  required  as  a  spur 
to  a  performer's  exertions,  and  to  ji  beggarly  account  of  empty 
boxes  many  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sinning  over  (or  what  is 
known  as  "  walking  through  '')  their  parts.  Indeed,  I  have  been 
present  when,  on  their  benefit  nights,  performers  have  not  only 
walked  with  contemptuous  indifference  through  their  parts,  but 
have  resented  on  the  auditors  present  the  absence  of  those  who 
stayed  away.  It  was  a  rule  with  me  to  make  what  profit  I  could 
out  of  a  bad  house,  and  before  the  most  meagre  audiences  ever 
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assembled  it  lias  been  my  invariable  practice  to  strive  my  best, 
using  the  opport unity  us  a  lesson;  ami  T  am  conscious  of  having 
derived  great  be  m;  lit  from  Ihe  rule.  I  used  to  call  it"acting  to 
myself;"  as  indeed  it  was  transferring  the  study  of  a  character 
from  my  own  apartment  to  tho  stage,  where  it  was  much  less 
irksome;  for  in  ttie  solitude  of  a  lodging  to  continue  over  and  over 
again  tho  repetition  of  passages,  with  strict  attention  to  one's 
elocution,  deportment,  gestu it,  and  countenance,  guarding  against 
exaggeration,  whilst  lashing  oneself   up  to  the  highest  strain  of 

Sassion.  and  this  without  any  stimulus,  or  any  (est  beyond  the  in- 
ividual's  trust  of  having  struck  Ihe  chord  aright,  was  a  sort  of 
darkling  procedure,  groping  or  feeling  of  one's  way,  that  called 
upon  me  often  for  strong  ellbrfs  oi'  perseverance,  being  more  trying 
to  the  constancy  ami  patience  of  the  student  than  falls  to  the  lot 
of  any  other  art:  for  in  others  tho  advances  made  are  visible  in 
the  comparison  of  the  works  completed  ;  but  the  player,  by  dint  of 
repeated"  dibits,  must  perfect  himself  in  times,  attitudes,  looks,  of 
which  he  can  only  learn  the  effect,  under  the  nervous  excitement 
of  experimenting  their  power  on  the  uncertain  sympathies  of  an 
heterogeneous  assembly. 

More  than  once  in  my  life  I  have  beard,  in  dogmatic  tone  and 
with  an  oracular  air,  <xrl  tin  soi-dis-ud  critics  bestowing  on  a  player 
especial  praise  on  the  ground  that  his  acting  was  quite  natural, 
unpremeditated:  that  he  did  not  require  sludy,  and  that  he  never 
delivered  the  salient,  points  of  a  character  twice  in  the  samo  way. 
What  would  relleeiion  deduce  from  this,  but  that,  although  the 
artist  maybe  subject  more  or  less  to  the  accidental  variation  of  his 
animal  spirits,  yet,  as  there  must  be  one  form  of  expression  which 
he  finds  nearest  to  the  exact  truth,  in  once  attaining  this,  every 
deviation  or  declension  from  it  must  be  more  or  less  a  deterioration  ; 
Study  will  bring  ease,  grace,  anil  self-possession— the  indispensable 
groundwork  of  the  actor's  art:  but  to  evoke  the  various  emolions 
that  will  give  wi:h  fidclily  Xiiiutes  own  expression  to  his  look  and 
voice— "hie  labor.,  hoc  opus  est,"  As  Talma  used  to  say,  "there 
was  only  on?,  best" — to  discover  that:  is  the  labour  of  the  artist; 
and  having  once  achieved  ibis,  is  it  reconcilable  to  common  sense 
that  he  would  endanger  his  credit  hy  tampering  with  the  truth  his 
patient  investigation  had  wrought  out,'.'  The  approach  to  perfection 
is  indeed  usually  so  gradual,  It. at,  in  one  whose  principle  it  would 
be  to  labour  in  his  several  performances  to  improve  on  what  had 
gone  before,  whose  motto  to  the  very  last,  words  he  utters  on  tho 
scene  is  "Excelsior,"  the  devices  of  his  toilsome  ascent  may  be 
sometimes  distinguishable,  hut  beyond  such  shadowy  variations  his 
design  and  iis  treatment  will  remain  unchanged. 

Lord  Hastings  in  Howe's  tragedy  of  '  Jam;  Shore,'  and  Leon  in 
Beaumont  and  i'leleher's  comedy  of  'Kule  a  "Wife  and  Have  a 
Wife,'  were  new  und-nakiugs  foe  inc.  To  the  proud  and  gallant 
courtier,  Hastings,  1  was  much  applauded:  on  Leon  I  had  not 
bestowed  sufficient  thought  and  pains  for  the  insurance  of  success. 
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Bat  a  character  which  far  more  than  ei'hcr  of  these  laid  hold  on 
my  fancy,  was  given  to  me  by  Dirnand,  Unfortunately  the  play 
wa3  one  which  the  greatest  adept  in  the  liisl  tionie  iirt  could  never 
havo  rendered  popular.  Its  title  was  'Julia,  or  the  Italian  Lover;' 
the  author's  name  Jephson.  KomUo  had  appeared  in  it,  with 
Mrs.  Siddons  as  the  heroine,  hail  been  praised,  and  the  performance 
forgotten.  The  story  opens  and  pels  in  unbroken  gloom  ;  no  ray  of 
hope  once  glances  on  its  languid  progress,  leisdiiig  to  a  catastrophe 
which  the  spectator  has  from,  the  first  anticipated.  Claudio,  the 
betrothed  lover  of  Julia,  liad  perished  by  the  hrvi.ul  of  an  unknown 
assassin,  and  since  his  death  Mcitie-uilo  has  been  her  devoted  though 
unsuccessful  suitor.  In  this  character,  in  his  absorbing  passion 
and  his  irrepressible  restlessness  of  denscouour  betraying  a  mind  ill 
at  ease,  the  interest:  of  the  tragedy  centres.  The  incidents  are  few 
and  meagre  until  the  last  act,  when  bis  guilt  as  the  murderer  of 
Claudiois  brought  to  light.  In  this  scene  in  the  assassin's  agitated 
endeavours  to  disprove  the  charge  and  his  subsequent  desperate 
avowal  of  the  deed,  there,  is  great  scope  for  the  actor's  art.  Avery 
powerful  impression  was  produced  by  it.  In  its  performance,  in 
the  actual  scene,  I  remember  well  the  image  of  a  prisoner  on  trial 
at  Carlisle  vainly  attempting  to  preserve  bis  composure  under  tho 
consciousness  of  guilt  flashed  back  upon  mo,  and  greatly  aided  me 
in  giving  reality  io  iho  emotion  of  the  agonized  Mcntcvolc.  The 
language  of  the  play  does  not  redeem  the  unfortunate  dulnesa  of 
the  plot:  never  rising  to  the  poetical,  in  its  more  ambitious  strain, 
its  cumbrous  verse  is  often  inflated  and  exaggerated.  Tn  point  of 
composition  its  best  passage  is  the  expostulation  of  Alentevole  with 
Julia,  in  the  fourth  act: 


But  from  the  hour  1  saw  thy  fatal  charms 
My  bosom  htis  been  Hell.     How  I  have  loved, 

Ail  my  neglected  duties  of  the  world — 
l-Vionds,  jjurniis,  inti-rcs:,  country-    all  forjollcn— 
<  ';■■■  out  ap:.isit  mo  ;  r,ov.-  I  count  the  uicininrre, 
And  find  all  bartered  for  thy  hate  and  scorn ! " 

But  with  its  many  faults  tho  '  Italian  Lo\  cr '  rendered  mc  good 
service  in  obtaining  for  me  very  high  praise,  in  its  principal 
character.  The  per  lie  nuance  . .f  I"i  n. -.liet.  in  Shakespeare's  'Much 
Ado  about  Nothing'  won  me  friends,  among  others  the  family  of 
Francis  Twiss,  who  had  married  the  loveliest  of  Mrs.  tsiddons* 
sisters.  Horace  '\\\  iss  called  on  me  at  bis  mother's  desire,  and  it 
was  to  that  performance  of  "I  letted  iet.  I  was  indebted  for  an  intimacy 
with  friends  whose  attachment  to  mc  lasted  through  their  lives, 
and  whose  memory  I  hold  in  ever  grateful  regard. 

Ben  Jonson's   comedy   of  'Every  Man  in    his  Humour'  was 
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revived;  1>ut  for  the  partof  Kitely,  one  of  the  most  difficult  oat  of 
Shakespeare  on  the  si  ago,  and  which  hi  niter  years  I  made  one  of 

my  ablest  personations,  sufficient  lime  wn.s  not.  allowed,  nor  had  I 
then  experience  for  the  mastery  of  so  eeeentrie  a  character.  With 
humours   admirably  sketched  and    most   happily  contrasted,  the 

Elay  will  never  hold  its  place  on  the  stage.  Inhere  can  scarcely 
e  found  a  company  of  players  to  adequately  till  the  various 
parts;  and  if  there  were  by  chance  such  combination,  their  best 
efforts  could  not  long  give  life  io  a  drama-  that,  is  totally  devoid  . 
of  action.  Pierre  in  '  Venice  J.1  re  served,'  and  the  Duke  Aranza 
in  Tobin's  '  Honeymoon,'  wero  additional  steps  for  me  in  public 
favour. 

At  this  time  Drury  Lane  Theatre  was  under  the  management  of 
a  sub-commtt.tee  of  five  members,  which  included  Lord  Byron,  the 
Hon.  Douglas  Kinnaird,  and  the  Hon.  George  T,ambe.  From  the 
latter  I  received  a  letter  in  very  courteous  terms  inquiring  whether 
I  was  disposed  to  take  an  engagement  at  Drury  Lane.  Along 
correspondence  followed  ;  hut  when  we  approached  the  subject  of 
terms,  and  I  stated  the  tender  from  (.Invent  Garden  which  I  had 
refused  the  year  before,  Mr.  Ivinnaird  wrote  declining  on  the  part  of 
the  committee  to  make  any  offer.  This  seemed  tome  abrupt,  if  not 
unhandsome,  to  amuse  me  so  long  with  a  negotiation  that  meant 
nothing,  and  I  accordingly  intimated  as  much  to  Mr.  Lambo, 
observing  thai  T  was  jnsi  hied  in  expecting  some  proposal,  however 
moderate  it  might  be.  lie  replied  in  a  most  gentlemanly  strain, 
apologising  ft)i-  all  the  trouble  he  had  given  mo,  ;\ivl  admitting  that 
the  iinances  of  "Drury  fame  not  enabling  the  committee  to  compete 
with  Covent  Garden  in  the  salaries  of  new  performers,  they  had 
considered  it  better  to  close  the  negotiation,  than  to  tender  what 
they  were  aware  I  could  not  accept.  It  was  the  earnest  wish  of 
my  friends  at  Bugby  to  .see  me  in  London,  and  they  could  not 
understand  the  Fabian  policy  under  which  1  acted  in  delaying  my 
appearance  there.  All  the  interest  they  could  bring  to  bear 
(unknown  to  me)  was  exerted  to  incline  the  Drury  Lane  Committee 
tii  introduce  me  to  a  London  audieifce,  lint  they,  the  eomniitt.ee, 
were  for  cheap  ventures,  and  my  price  was  too  high.  My  friend 
and  tutor,  Birch,  had  applied  to  the  "Kev.  .1.  Noel,  an  oJd  collego 
chum  of  his  and  a  relation  of  Lady  Byron,  to  nse  his  influence  with 
Lord  Byron  in  the  matter;  and  in  reporting  to  mo  some  years 
afterwards  the  issue  of  his  intervention,  he  laughed  heartily  at  the 
characteristic  conclusion  to  whieh  the  great  poet  came  on  the 
subject.  Noel  had  been  instructed  to  expatiate  on  my  professional 
qua.litientions  and  successes,  ami  added  (1  know  not  whether  from 
himself  or  his  prompters),  "And,  besides  all  this,  Mr.  Macreadyis 
a  very  moral  man."  "  Il.a  !  then,''  replied  Byron,  "  J.  suppose  ho 
asks  five  pounds  a  week  move  for  his  morality."  The  enterprise 
and  liberal  speculation  of  the,  Covent  Garden  proprietors  showed 
in  striking  contrast  witli  the  timid  economy  of  the  Drury  Lane 
management.     A  letter  from  l.'aweettat  this  very  lime,  re-opening 
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our  negotiation  in  very  cordial  terms,  observes  to  me  that  "Kean 
seems  likely  to  be  more  in  your  way  at,  Drury  Lane  than  Young 
would  lie  at  Co  vent  Garden.  All  your  best  parts  you  might  act 
with  us  and  not.  trespass,  upon  anybody.  Come  to  us  nest  year — 
for  one  year,  two  years,  three  years,  or  for  life.  The  article  shall 
he  made  as  you  please,  mily  don't  he  exorbitant."  This  frank  and 
business-like  invitation  was  the  commencement  of  a  renewed  cor- 
respondence with  ihe  Coven  1  Garden  management. 

About  the  same  time  I  was  unexpectedly  hailed  from  Portland 
Ifoads,  where  several  transports  cuiivoyinsr  to  Ireland  troops  that 
had  formed  part  of  the  army  of  occupation  round  Paris  were 
lying  at  anchor.  A  few  hasty  lines  from  my  brother  informed  mo 
that  they  were  impatiently  waiting  t  hero  for  a  change  of  wind  to 
carry  them  to  Cork,  and  that  being  unable  to  leave  his  ship,  he 
sent,  finding  himself  bo  near  me,  a  word  or  two  of  greeting.  Not 
being  required  at  the  theatre  tor  throe  or  four  successive  nights, 
my  anxiety  to  see  liioi  after  two  years'  absence,  in  which  he  had 
been  exposed  to  dangers  and  vicissitudes,  overcame  all  prudential 
scruples;  and,  for  tho  chance  of  finding  him  still  in  harbour,  I  set 
off  in  the  evening  by  the  mail  to  Saii-bury,  from  which  I  posted  on 
through  the  night,  ami  dressing  and  brcaU'aslini;  at  Dorchester 
reached  Weymouth  about  nine  o'clock.  To  my  great  joy  I  learned 
that  the  Bideford  and  ihe  other  transporis  were  stilt  in  the  Roads, 
and  a  good  pair  of  oars  soon  brought  mo  aloiof-ide  of  the  ship,  tho 
deck  of  which  was  crowded  with  soldiers  in  various  stages  of  the 
morning's  toilet.  I  inquired  tin-  Llettkoaot  Macready,  and  hearing 
he  was  in  the  cabin,  with  a  rjuirMy  bailing-  heart  I  descended  the 
narrow  steps,  as  one  of  the  ollieers  called  out,  ".lack,  yon  are 
wanted."  Several  were  in  the  close  ltitle  stiilin;>;  place,  but  there 
among  them  was  he  in  his  shirt -sleeves,  little  altered  from  the  boy 
I  had  parted  with  two  years  np>.  lie  met  inn  with  an  unexpected 
exclamation  of  "  Ah  !  d— n  it,  Will,  how  are  you  ?  "  I  told  him  1 
had  a  boat  waiting,  and  on  his  obtaining  leave  he  returned  to 
Weymouth  with  me.  How  different  in  after  years  was  his  grave, 
reserved,  and  gentlemanly  address !  Our  few  hours  were  passed 
in  mutual  relation  of  the  events  that  bad  befallen  us;  and,  as 
three  more  of  the  regiment  had  come  on  shore  iti  the  course  of  tho 
day,  to  prolong  our  ti:tt:-i>.-ti;U:  we  dined  together  at  the  Royal 
Hotel  on  the  Esplanade— a  dinner  which,  from  the  impudent 
extravagance  of  its  charge,  would  cause  me  to  remember  Wey- 
mouth, if  all  else  were  to  be  forgotten.  In  a  dull  dingy  room, 
looking  out  on  the  Lack  of  the  premises,  with  ordinary  table 
service,  for  a  haddock,  leg  of  Portland  miuion,  apple  tart,  bottle 
of  Madeira  (charged  8s.),  bottle  of  port  ((is.),  a  bill  was  presented 
to  me  of  £2  10s.  We  supped  at  a  more  moderate  inn  with  the 
other  men  of  the  30th  (all  since  gone,  not  one  Waterloo  man  left 
in  the  regiment),  and  the  next  morning,  faking  leave  of  Edward, 
who  was  to  write  to  me  on  his  arrival  with  the  regiment  at 
Euttevant,  I  set  out  on  my  return  to  Bath. 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


S2  Macreadg'g  Reminiscences.  Chap.  Vt 

Little  more  than  a  wrek  hiixl  elapsed  after  my  arrival  there, 
when  early  cue  morning,  to  my  perfect  amirioment,  Edward 
walked  into  my  bedroom  in  tho  deshabille  which  lie  wore  on  board 
the  transport.  His  explanation  was  .soon  given.  The  ship  had 
been  driven  back  by  contrary  winds  to  l'orfsmoiilh,  where  several 
of  tho  officers  had  gone  on  shore  to  loi)ii?u  about  the  plac«;  he, 
vilh  an  ensign  of  the  name  of  Gregg,  bad  not  been  apprised  of 
the  signal  for  sail,  and  bad  lit/en  lull  in  the  town  without  cash  or 
clothes  of  a  presentable  appearance.  The  landlord  of  the  hotel 
advanced  thein  money  for  their  journey  to  liatb,  for  which,  with, 
the  amount  of  Ibeir  bills,  my  brother  gave  a  written  undertaking. 
From  the  superfluity  of  my  wardrobe,  with  my  tailor's  assistance, 
he  was  readily  equipped,  but:  bow  to  manage  fur  his  friend  was  a 
more  dilheull  question.  They  had  brought  away  a  very  handsome 
shako,  just  sent  down  to  the  regiment,  and  we  persuaded  Gregg  to 
mouut  my  Captain  Plume's  jacket,  a  limey  uniform,  over  which  lie 
put  his  own  braided  sureoat,  and,  with  F.dward's.  gay  shako,  went 
out  in  the  afternoon  to  parade  with  tbc  fashionable  throng  of 
Milsom  Street,  not  being  aware  that  a  military  dress  was  never 
seen  in  the  streets  of  Rath.  It  seems  he  almost  immediately 
encountered  two  general  officers,  who  stared  with  looks  of  manifest 
displeasure  on  the  extraordinary  phenomenon  ;  and  to  complete 
his  vexation,  some  subalterns  whom  he  knew  sent  liim  back  to  my 
lodgings  to  untrue k  him- elf  in  a  state  of  extreme  ]:erturbation.  My 
brother  and  his  companions  were  obliged  io  wail  tiic  failing  of  the 
Bristol  packet  to  Cork.  In  the  meantime  T  enabled  Edward  to 
discharge  his  dues  to  bis  Portsmouth  landlord,  and  furnishing  him 
with  funds  for  their  passage,  io.,  T  took  leave  of  them  at  Bristol 
after  my  performance  of  liitely,  and  had  the  satisfaction  in  a  few 
days  of  hearing  thai-,  by  fortune  of  a  very  favourable  gale,  they  had 
readied  their  regiment  just  in  time  to  announce  their  arrival  to  tho 
Colonel  on  the  24th. 

Among  other  memorable  ae'iiiainlaneos  that  my  good  fortune 
gave  me  in  this  pleasant,  city  was  Dr.  Gibbs,  the  leading  physician 
of  the  place,  afterwards  knighted  by  the  liogent  for  bis  attendance 
on  Queen  Charlotte.  lie  bad  been  a  coll.,;;.'  chum  of  my  cousin, 
Walter  Birch,  who  still  retained  bis  fellowship  of  Magdalen,  and 
who,  at  my  first  introduction  to  Gibbs,  dined  with  me  at  his 
house.  The  party  was  select  and  very  agreeable,  hut  rendered 
especially  interesting  by  tho  announcement  in  the  evening  of 
-Mrs.  Hozzi."  It  seemed  almost  as  if  a  portrait  by  Sir  Joshua  had 
stepped  out  of  its  frame,  when  the  little  old  lady,  dressed  point  da 
vice  in  black  satin,  with  dark  gb'-sy  ringlets  under  her  neat  black 
hat,  highly  rouged,  not  the  end  of  a  ribbuii  or  laee  out  of  its  place, 
with  an  unfaltering  step  entered  tho  room.  And  was  this  really 
"tho  Mrs.  Thrale,"  the  stage  mouitress  of  The  Three  Warnings",' 
the  indefatigable  tea-maker  of  the  Ureal.  Insatiable:'  She  was 
Instantly  the  centre  on  which  every  eye  was  fixed,  engrossing  the 
attention  of  all.     I  had  the  satisfaction  of  a  particular  introduction 
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tolier,  and  was  surprised  and  delighted  with  her  vivacity  and 
good-humour.  'The  request  that  she  would  rend  tons  from  Milton 
was  readily  complied  with,  and  I  was  given  to  understand  she 
piqued  herself  on. her  superiority  in  giving  effect  to  the  great  poet's 
verse.  She  selected  a  passage  from  the  eleventh  book  of  Paradise 
Lost,'  descriptive  of  the  luzar-house,  enunciating  with  studied  . 
and  elaborate  distinctness  each  of  lite  enumerated  physical  ills 
"  that  flesh  is  heir  to."  The  finger  of  tho  dial-plate  of  the 
jitndule  was  just  approaching  the  hour  of  ten.  when  with  a  kind 
of  Cinderella-like  ah  minuet  she  rose  and  took  her  leave,  evi- 
dently as  much  gratified  in  contributing  to  our  entertainment 
as  wo  were  by  tiie  opportunity  of  making  her  acquaintance. 
Dr.  Gihhs  informed  us  that  she  never  under  any  circumstances 
overstepped  by  a    single   minute  the    hour   of  ten  in  returning 

It  was  my  lot  some  days  later  to  meet  her  again  at  my  friends, 

the  Twi.ises ;  but  here  there  wero  not  more  than  five  or  six  elderly 
persons,  and  a  bevy  of  young  girls,  most  or  all  of  i  hem  with  strong 
theatrical  inclining.  The  consequence  was,  that  after  a  brief 
conversation  with  the  lively  lillle  lioness,  the  younger  people 
clustered  together  at  the  farther  end  of  the  drawing-room,  listen- 
ing to  stories,  or  in  talk  over  plays,  that  descended  from  Shake- 
speare to  tho  'Italian  I. over;'  when,  all  at  once,  long  before  her 
accustomed  hour,  Mrs.  I'ioz/.i  started  up,  and  coldly  wishing  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Twiss  good  night,  left  tho  room.  Inquiring  looks  passed 
iu  silence  and  surprise  from  one  lo  another,  and  in  an  undertone 
our  hostess  observed,  "  She  is  very  much  displeased."  I  then  learned 
that,  accustomed  and  expecting  to  be  the  attraction  of  the  evening 
wherever  she  might  he  invited,  she  could  never  conceal  her  chagrin 
it" disappointed  in  t-eoeiving  the  homage  of  the  circle  she  might  bo 
in.  Here  was  the  ruling  passion  cherished  to  a  degree  of  weakness 
that  excited  compassion  for  one  so  stricken  in  years,  to  whom  un- 
happily they  had  not  proved  the  "  years  that  bring  the  philosophic 
mind."  In  recalling  to  my  memory  this  gifted  woman,  the  asso- 
ciation of  her  name  with  that  of  poor  Conway  forces  itself  on  my 
recollection.  His  admiration  of  her  talents  awakened  in  her  a 
lively  interest  for  him,  and  cemented,  a  friendship  between  them, 
which  was  variously  canvassed  by  ihe.  many.  One  fact,  however, 
is  to  be  remembered  to  his  honour.  His  circumstances  were  much 
straitened.  A  few  days  before  her  death  she  sent  him  a  cheque 
on  her  bankers  for  £500,  which  on  her  decease  lie  inclosed  to  her 
heir  and  administrator,  from  whom  he  received  a  cold  and  bare 
acknowledgment. 

One  of  the  disadvantages  ireiilcni  to  the  pursuit  of  tho  theatrical 
art  is  the  supposed  facility  of  its  attainment,  nor  is  it  less  cheapened 
in  public  estimation  by  the  general  assumption  of  the  ability  to 
criticise  it.  how  frequent,  to  questions  of  opinion  on  other  arts, 
are  the  evasive  answers,  "1  am  no  judge  of  poetry;"  "I  have 
never  studied  pictures;"   "I  do  not  know  much  about  sculpture." 
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Yet  the  person  confessedly  ignorant  on  these  soojeets,  would  lie  at 
no  fault  in  pronouncing  a  decisive  judgment  on 
"  The  youngest  of  the  sister  Arts, 
Where  all  their  beauty  blends !" 

It  is  Addison  who  describes  "a  picture"  as  "a  poem  -without 
words."  In  illustrating  the  poet's  tlmu-ht  the  actor  presents  in 
harmonious  succession  a  series  ol'  living  pictures,  in  which  his 
intellectual  aoutiuiess  often  (liimv"  liudii  on  what  might  otherwise 
he  obscure,  whilst  his  fervid  sensibility  compels  sympathy  with 
the  passion  he  portrays.  But  Campbells  bountiful  lines  condense 
all  that  more  diffose  prose  would  seek  to  express  on  that  theme; 
"  For  ill  can  Poetry  express 

.Full  many  a  lone  o:  tljcii^ht.  sublime; 
And  Fairit.iliil,  mote  and  mo  I.  ion  less, 

Steals  but  a  glance  of  time. 
But  !>y  tile  mighty  actor  brought, 

Illusion's  pejfeet   triumphs  Home; 

Verse  eoases  to  be  airy  thought, 
A  nil  sculpture  to  bo  dumb." 

It  surely  needs  sotoolhine:  like  an  education  for  such  an  art,  and 
yet  that  appearance  of  mere  voliiion  and  perfect,  ease,  which  costs 
the  accomplished  artist  so  much  time  and  toil  ro  acquire,  evidently 
leads  to  a  different  conclusion  with  many,  or  amateur  acting  would 

be  less  in  vogue.  Among  those  I  have  seen,  the  only  amateurs 
with  any  pretensions  to  theatrical  talent  were  Charles  Dickens,  of 
world-wide  fame,  and  the  lovely  representative  of  Mary  Copp  in 
the  'Merry  Monarch'  at  the  liriiish  laobnssy  at  Paris,  Miss 
MacTavisli,  the  niece  of  Lady  YVellesley,  afterwards  married  to 
IL-  H--0  H  ■  ■■■  '•■»bi  1.  hii'1  ..ni-  •!.  n.1  *  ■!■-  •  (  ■  I  •  -  -  \-  i.  v.-.r- 1.  ,| 
not  the  worst,  who  owed  his  notoriety  eldclly  to  his  frequent  ex- 
posure of  himself  in  the  character  o:  Kovooo,  Lothario,  licleour,  Ac., 
was  Coates,  more  generally  known  as  "  liomeo  ("oates."  Ho  drove 
a  curricle  with  large  pit  cocks  emblazoning  his  harness,  and  on 
the  stage  wore  diamond  buttons  on  his  coat  and  waistcoat.  He 
displayed  himself,  diamonds  and  all,  this  winter  at  Rath  in  (he 
part  of  the  West  Indian,  anil  it.  was  currently  believed  on  this 
occasion  he  was  liberally  paid  by  the  theatre,  which  profited 
largely  by  his  preposterous  caricature.  I  was  at  the  theatre  on 
the  morning  of  his  rehearsal  and  ini  rodueed  to  him,  At  night  the 
house  was  too  crowded  to  afford  me  a,  place  in  front ;  and  seeing 
me  behind  the  scenes,  he  asked  me,  know  ing  T  acted  Belcour,  to 
prompt  him  if  he  should  be  "  out,''  which  lie  very  much  feared. 
The  audience  were  in  convulsions  at  his  absurdities,  and  in  the 
scene  with  Miss  Uusport,  being  really  "out."  I  gave  him  a  line 
which  Peleonr  has  to  speak,  "  .1  never  looked  so  like  a  fool  in  all 
my  life ;"  which,  as  he  delivered  it,  was  greeted  with  a  roar  of 
laughter.  He  was  "out"  again,  and  1  gave  him  again  the  same 
line,  which,  again  repealed,  was  aerptiesced  in  with  a  louder  roar, 
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Being  "out"  again,  1  administered  him  the  (liiril  time  the  same 
truth  for  him  to  utter,  but  lie  sec- mod  alive  lo  its  application, 
rejoining  in  some  dudgeon,  "I  have  said  tli.it  twice  already." 
His  exhibition  was  a  complete  burlesque  of  the  comedy,  and  a 
reflection  on  the  character  of  a  management  that  could  profit  by 
such  discreditable  expedients. 

The  success  of  my  last  year's  engagement  in  Dublin  induced  the 
manager  there  to  propose:  some  terms  for  n  loader  period,  thirteen 
weeks,  which  I  could  not  expect  to  be  on  the  same  footing  (is 
before,  but  which  wen:  to  amount  to  not  less  than  £20  per  week,  a 
remuneration  that  I  considered  very  liberal.  Cut  before  my 
departure  from  Bath  I  had  several  of  my  characters  to  repeat, 
among  which  were  Doricourt,  and  Don  1'elix  in  the  'Wonder.' 
Mrs.  Alsop,  the  daughter  of  Airs.  Jordan,  acted  j.etitia  Hardy  and 
Yiolante :  some  tones  of  her  voice  recalled  for  an  instant  her 
incomparable  mother,  but  there  all  resemblance  ended.  The 
theatre  was  not  so  fashionable  this  winter  as  the  previous  one,  but 
that  did  not  cause  me  to  relax  in  my  exertions,  and  indeed  1  was 
sensible  of  considerable  improvement.  My  performance  of  Borneo 
was  an  advance  on  that  of  last  year,  and  was  riveted  in  my 
memory  by  a  little  puetical  tribute  published  in  the  Jtath  Herald, 
the  grace  and  feeling  of  which  will  justify  its  insertion  here: 

"  When  Uonicn'i  :ire.'.i:-h.  spcatinii  in  tliinc  eye, 
Prompts  the  dcep'ihuJ.'lor  and  the  aching  sigh; 
When  the  rich  sweetness  of  thy  melting  tone 
Til  rills  file  full  heart,  ;iud  umki's  thy  wees  our  awn ; 
When  PasHJiin's  wiiJ  niiiviilsiuii.i  shake  thy  frame 


(Tl.v  ■ 


IprfSSKia  viiryiii;:. 


inil  tin:  '.: 


n  thou:,  by  Truth  :nrl  Saturn  t.iis.'ht  to  fed, 
Wake  the  loud  plaudit's  wildly  echoing  peal  ? 
(■an  tliev  repress  the  luxury  of  woe, 
Or  eheok  in  shoots  the  tear's  impetuous  flow! 
No  ;  to  such  souls  thy  magic  powers  impart 
The  deep  emotions  of  a  breaking  heart.  : 
When  Love  retains  awhile  the  fleeting  breath, 
And  Passion  struggles  with  the  pangs  of  Death, 
When  mortal  weakness  strives  in  vain  to  tell 
The  grief  and  tmiJuiss  of  a  last,  farewell, 
The  piaise  of  art  hy  Jlan's  applause  be  shown, 
While geatler  Woman  gives  thee  tears  alone." 

My  benefits  at  Bath  and  Bristol  closed  my  o:i 51114:0 ments  in  those 
theatres.  At  ISathl  acted  \i<r  tin:  first  time  Loonies  in  the '  Winter's 
Tale,'  in  which  character  I  produced  in  later  years  a  very  strong 
impression.  My  days  had  been  very  agreeably  passed  in  those 
Bath  engagements,  for  most  of  my  idle  ones  were  days  of  pleasure. 
to  .which  the  residence  of  my  old  friend  anil  master,  Dr.  Wool! , 
who  came  to  spend  his  Christmas  holidays  lane,  did  not  a  little 
contribute.  He  was  widely  known,  and  no.ue  more  frequently  "On 
hospitablo  thoughts  intent "  than  himself.    The  principal  proprietor 
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of  the  theatre  was  Mr.  Palmer,  the  originate!'  of  the  mail-coach 
service,  by  whom  the  entire  system  of  the  Post  Office  had  been 
revolutionized  and  the  delivery  of  letters  wonderfully  accelerated. 
If  I  do  not  mistake  he  pat  for  Hath  in  Parliament  several  sessions, 
and  was  succeeded  in  the  representation  oi"  the  city  by  his  son, 
General  Palmer.  Pc  expressed  the  wish  to  make  my  a  e  quaint  an  cc, 
and  on  visiting  him  I  was  received  with  great  kindness.  His 
manners  were  courtly  and  engaging,  and  as  a  playgoer  in  Garricli's 
time,  his  confident  predictions  of  my  future  success  were  to  me 
something  more  than  mere  idle  compliment  Lord  Gwydir  was 
another  acquaintance  whose  stately  though  affected  address  might 

prohahiy  have  escaped  my  nn. n:  hut  for  a  defence  against  cold 

recommended  to  me  by  him,  to  which  through  my  long  life  I  have 
been  constantly  indebted,  and  by  which  under  east  winds  or  in 
cold  weather  I  never  fail  even  now  to  protect  myself.  This  is 
simply  two  or  three  sheets  of  paper  across  the  chest  buttoned 
under  the  waistcoat,  forming  a  cuirass,  impenetrable  by  Boreas, 
Purus,  or  any  of  Hie  malignant,  gales  that,  drive  cough  and  too  often 
consumption  into  the  lungs  of  the  unwary.  This'  simple  breast- 
plate will  on  the  coldest  day,  without  extra  upper  clothing,  diffuse, 
under  exercise,  warmth  through  the  whole  frame,  and  lias  proved 
to  nic  one  of  the  most  valuable  recipes. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

1816.— Ganielt  Jubilee  at  Hereford— Dublin— Farewell  perfoimiraca  of  John 

Kcmlile,  in  Ollmllo,  en  tin;  Dublin  sta^c — bun!  Tuivn!.-.-  [.mill™  culM'li- 
ijinif.  ist  Cuvsul  Gar,h!iim.,.-!a  i'„i'  five  yenrs— llr.  ]']iiii!;,;tt  in  liiuhsrd  ill. 
-b:r  for  ni  iiy  at  Yl'eilord  and  Gal  way— Tour  in  Xoi'th  Wales— Snow  ,1(1 11 
— Meeting  Willi  brother  at  Liverpool. 

To  Dublin,  where  was  my  next  engagement,  my  route,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  earnest  prayer  of  IMr.  Crisp,  the  manager  of  the 
theatre,  was  made  through  Hereford.  He  had  got  up  a  local 
excitement  upon  what  lie  called  a  "Garrick  Jubilee,"  being  a 
public  dinner  at  the  principal  hotel,  and  in  the  evening  a  per- 
formance at  the  theatre  in  honour  of  the  day,  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  great  actor's  birth.  Pavid  Garrick  was  born  on 
the  20th  of  February,  1710.  at  the  Angel  Tun  in  Hereford.  The. 
theatrical  portion  of  the  celebration  consisted  of  tiie  representation 
of  the  '  Wonder,'  the  pfiy  in  which  Garrick  look  leave  of  the  stage, 
the  recitation  of  Sheridan's  monody  on  his  death,  and  Garrick's 
farce  of  'The  Lying  Valet.'  I  heard  none  of  the  speeches  at  the 
dinner,  rising  with  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  in  order  to  prepare 
for  my  performance  of  Pon  Pelix.  aly  long  experience  of  the 
stage  has  convinced  me  of  the  necessity  of  keeping,  on  the  day  of 
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exhibition,  the  mind  as  intent  as  possible  on  the  subject  of  llie 

actor's  portrait  urn,  even  to  the  very  moment  of  his  entrance  on  the 
scene.  He  mcdilates  himself,  as  it  were,  into  the  very  thought  and 
feeling  of  the  being  he  is  about  to  represent :  enwrapt  in  the  idea 
of  the  personage  hi:  assumes,  he  moves,  and  look;:,  ami  bears  himself 
as  tlio  Roman  or  tJso  Dane,  and  thus  aln;o.-.t  iduntiiies  himself  with 
the  creature  of  his  imagination.  It  is  not  difficult  to  produce 
individual  effects  ad  Jl!-ii>nn,  which  will  of  course  have  their  full 
estimation  with  the  ran  of  audiences :  but  I  cannot  conceive  the 
representation  of  character  vilhout  ibis  preliminary  preparation, 
or  some  such  mental  process.  The  Iheahv.  -\v;i ~  crowded,  tlie  play 
much  applauded  :  the  manager's  pockets  were  filled,  and  his  Jubilea 
was  a  success.  He  was  muck  obliged  to  me,  and  the  next  morning 
I  was  on  my  load  to  Dublin. 

I  reached  my  destination  some  days  before  my  eii.L'aercmeilt  began, 
and  without  delay  settled  jiiypi.lt  in  comfortable  qua.riers  in  Suffolk 
Street,  where  1  had  a  spacious  drawine:  room  and  good  bedroom 
at  a  moderate  rent;  being  "done  for,"  in  lodging-house  phrase- 
ology, by  my  landlady,  Mrs.  Tloek.  My  early  arrival  enabled  me 
to  tie  a  witness  of  (he  farewell  perform  Mint;  of  John  Philip  Kemble 
on  the-  Dublin  stage;  an  opportunity  I  could  not  be  expected  to 
neglect.  It  may  indeed  be  readily  supposed  that  I  went  to  find  a 
seat  in  the  theatre  on  that,  evening;  under  the  agitation  of  no 
common  curiosity.  The  audience  was  not  what  I  had  anticipated 
on  the  occasion.  In  theatrical  parlance,  it  was  what  would  be 
termed  "respectable,"  but  not  numerous.  The  house  was  about 
half  filled,  and  T  obtained  a  vmy  convenient  place  in  the  first  circle 
of  boxes.  I  should  villi  di  Hi  cully  have  believed,  if  told,  that  such 
would  be  tbo  case  on  the  announcement  of  the  last  appearance 
"previous  to  hi.s  final  retirement "  of  so  distinguished  an  actor; 
but  here  was  an  instance  of  the  caprice  of  public  favour.  In 
former  visits  to  Dublin  "Kotcble  had  been  i-reinly  followed.  In  this 
engagement,  his  last,  the  theatre  was  j;idil:erenUy  attended.  The 
popularity  of  Kcan,  Mto  had  in  ihe  preceding  summer  acted  for 
several  weeks  to  overflovin;;  houses,  may  have  served  to  have 
exhausted  enthusiasm,  and  in  have  east  into  shade  Ihe  past  glories 
of  Kemble's  triumphs  lierc,  exemplifying  ihe  truth  of  Shakespeare's 
lines  ■■ 

"For  time  is  like  si  fashionable  host, 

That  slislitlv  sliuki*  his  p.iilins  to:s*  1>v  the  harr.l  ; 
And  with  his  iirms  oatslrirtdmd,  as  he  would  fly, 
Grasps  in  the  comer." 

Whatever  the  cause,  the  fact  is  as  I  record  it.  An  apathy  per- 
vaded the  playgoiriir  world,  ar.il  ihe  manager's  calculations  were 
disappointed,  and,  in  the  hope  of  rousing  (lie  public  from  the 
torpor  that  appeared  to  possess  them,  Komhle  had  consented  to 
reappear  in  characters  winch  he  had  Ion;:  since  relinquished  and 
which  were  among  the  r.li-h:-i!'i.cu.vi-i;  of  Kean,  prom  tbo  time  of 
Cooke's  acknowledged  supremacy  in  '  llichard  the  Third,'  Kemblo 
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had  given  up  the  part:  in  now  resuming  it,  lie  hud  only  provoked 
unwilling  and  humiliating  comparisons  ;  and  in  selecting  for  his 
henefit  and  lost  performance  the  character  of  Othello,  which  hsd 
novel'  ranked  among  Ids  more  iini? li' -il  efforts,  be  again  placed 
himself  at  disadvantage  wit.li  Kenn,  whose  "  fiery  quality  "  in  his 
splendid  personation  of  the  Moor  was  fresh  in  the  memories  of  all. 
Like  a  diligent  sebohi.r,  I  look  my  place  early,  not  to  lose  one  look 
or  word  of  this  important  lesson.  lago,  Brabantio,  and  Eoderigo 
followed  the  traditional  directions  ib rough  ibe  opening  scene,  and 
when  it  changed,  the  majestic  figure  of  John  Kemble  in  Moorish 
costume  "  with  a  slow  and  stately  step  "  advanced  from  the  side 
wing.  A  more  august  presence  could  scarcely  be  imagined.  His 
darkened  complexion  detracted  but  little  from  the  stern  beauty  of 
his  commanding  features,  and  the  enfold:  tig  drapery  of  his  Moorish 
mantle  hung  grace fuliy  on  his  erect  and  noble  firm.  The  silent 
picture  he  presented  cumi'.  lied  admiration.  The  spectators  ap- 
plauded loudly  and  liea.ri.ily,  but  the.  slight,  bow  with  which  he 
acknowledged  the  compliment  spok^  rather  dissatisfaction  at  the 
occasional  vacant  spaces  before  him  [ban  veeognii  ion  of  the  respect- 
ful feeling  manifested  by  those  present.  I  must  suppose  he  was  out 
of  humour,  for,  to  my  exceeding  regrel.  be  literally  walked  through 
the  play. 

My  attention  was  riveted  upon  him  ihrough  the  night  in  hope 
of  some  start  of  energy,  some  burst  of  pas-ion,  lighting  up  the 
dreary  dulncss  of  bis  cold  recitation,  but  nil  was  one  gloomy  un- 
broken, level— act nully  not  better  than  a  school  repetition.  In 
the  line  "Not  a  jot!  not  a  jot.  V  there  was  a  tearful  tremor  upon 
his  voice  that  had  pathos  in  it:  with  that  one  exception  not  a 
single  passage  was  uttered  that  excited  the  .audience  to  sympathy, 
or  tliat  gave  evidence  of  artislle  power.  His  voice  was  monoto- 
nously husky,  and  every  word  was  enunciated  with  laboured  dis- 
tinctness. His  leadings  were  faultless,;  but  lliere  was  no  spark  of 
feeling,  that  could  enable  us  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  "  constant, 
loving,  noble  nature  "  of  Othello,  of  him  who, 

"Pcrplesed  in  the  extreme 

Drcpt  tu;n-s  as  fast  as  tlie  Arabian  trees 

Tlie  play  went  though  without  one  round  of  applause.  There  was 
not  "tho  noble  .Moor,  whom  Hie  full  senate  called  all  in  all  suffi- 
cient," but  John  Kemble,  apparently  with  stoical  indifference, 
repeating  the  correct  text  of  "  tho  words  that  burn  :"  of  that 
passion,  of  that  sublime  conception,  there  was  no  spark  of  feeling. 
The  curtain  fell  in  silence,  and  T  left  Ilie  theatre  with  the  con- 
viction that  I  had  not  yet  seen  Kemble,  and  that  I  must  look  for- 
ward to  other  opporumdies  to  furui  a  judgment  of  his  powers.  I 
heard,  afterwards  that  bis  health  bad  suffered  during  his  stay  in 
Dublin,  which  may  in  part  account  for  bis  falling  so  much  beneath 
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My  long  engagement  bore  Mas  ushered  in  with  the  character 
whiol)  had  made  so  successful  nn  impression  at  J.ath  and  Bristol, 
Mentevole,  in  the  '  Italian  Lover,'  which  elicited  applause,  but  did 
not  draw  houses.  My  days  were  occupied  with  study,  and  by  a  very 
ascetic  regimen  my  care  was  "to  increase  mv  store, "  a  duty  to 
which  I  had  not  been  heretofore  sufficiently  attentive'  The  only 
part  I  added  to  my  list  was  that  of  Lord  Townley  in  '  The  Pro- 
voked Husband,'  which  I  have  no  doubt  was  a  very  crude  essay, 
but  one  on  which  T  very  much  improved  in  latter  years.  The  list 
of  my  plays  was,  however,  diversified  by  the  production  of  an 
original  comedy  called 'Changes  and  Clmneos,'  written  by  a  retired 
officer  of  the  name  of  MaeNeil ;  in  which  I  acted  the  part  of 
Kd ward  Gregory,  a  young  castaway.  The  piece  was  not  without 
merit,  and,  supported  by  the  author's  friends,  was  acted  several 
nights  to  good  houses,  but  was  declined  by  the  London  managers, 
with  whom  I  used  what  interest.  I  bad  for  its  acceptance.  My 
negotiation  with  them  for  a  given  number  of  years  at  Covent 
Garden  had  been  resumed,  and  was  now  in  regular  train.  Well 
do  I  remember  the  fretful  uneasiness  and  misgiving  with  which  I 
received  and  replied  to  eneh  letter.  A  London  engagement,  the 
crowning  object  of  every  piayers  anibilion,  was  to  me,  in  its  un- 
certain issue,  a  trial  that  1  siuank  from,  and  which  I  would  cer- 
tainly have  deferred  if  by  opport.nuiiy  of  practice  elsewhere,  for 
instance  at  Edinburgh,  Liverpool,  Norwich,  York, '  &c,  I  could 
have  maintained  my  income  and  have  further  matured  my  powers. 
The  hazard  was  great.  The  cast  must  be  a  decisive  one :  one  on 
which  my  life's  future  must  depend,  and  in  which  I  lie  great  talents 
of  those  already  in  secure  possession  of  the  public  favour  seemed 
to  leave  me  little  .room  for  success,  lint  no  alternative  presented 
itself:  the  irrevocable  step  must  needs  be  taken;  and  all  that 
remained  was  to  fortify  myself  against  adverse  chances  as  best  1 
could,byindentifyingto  the  utmost  possible  extent  the  proprietors 
interests  with  my  own.  In  reply  therefore  to  Mr.  Lawcett's 
overture,  I  required  a  entilraef  fur  live  years  at  the  rate,  of  £16  per 
week  for  two  years,  £17  for  two  years,  and  il*  for  one  year,  which 
was  immediately  aeccded  to  Ly  "Mr.  Harris.  The  correspondence 
was,  however,  prolonged  by  stipulations  I  desired  to  make  in 
reference  to  my  veto  en  characters  I  might  consider  derogatory  ; 
but  the  arguments  of  the  Covent  Garden  managers  satisfied  me  of 
the  unreasonableness  of  such  clauses.  The  agreement  was  con- 
cluded, and  I  was  pledged  to  appear  at  Covent  Garden  the  following 
September. 

Before  I  left  Lublin  an  announcement  Appeared  in  the  playbills 
of  "Shakespeare's  Historical  Play  of  'King  Lichard  III.'  The 
Luke  of  Gloster,  by  Mr.  I'lunkett,  of  this  city,  who  comes  before 
the  public  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  a  claim  at.  a  future  period 
for  a  benefit  in  order  to  relieve  the  distressed  port  of  Lublin  and  its 
vicinity."  The  city  was  all  alive  wilh  Hie  premise  of  "fun"  which 
this  notification  held  out.    Mr.  I'lunkett  was  a   gentleman,  a 
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barrister  of  thcFuui'  Courts  witlirm!-  practice,  and  nearly  related  to 
Lord  J,ning.i!l;  but  was  said  to  have— what,  the  Scotch  call — "n 
bee  in  his  bonnet."  Unlike  his  vulgar  contemporary  Coates,  his 
motives  wore  disinterested  and  aniialuc,  and  his  sacrifices  in  behalf 
of  charity  would  have  been  without  parallel  could  he  but  have 
known  how  superlatively  ludicrous  were  ]iis  efforts  in  its  cause. 
The  audience  that  crowded  the  theatre  were  in  fits  of  laughter 
from  the  beginning  io  the  end,  I  lie  wnjrs  in  pit  and  gallery  taking 
part  in  the  dialogue.  When  he  paid  in  (Hester's  soliloquy,  "  Why, 
I  can  smile,  and  murder  while  I  smile,"'  the  response  from  the  pit 
was,  "Oh  !  by  the  powers,  you  can!"  To  his  question,  "Am  I 
then  a  man  to  he  beloved  '.'  "  voices  answered,  ".Indeed,  then,  you 
are  not!"  At  "  Off  with  his  head!"  the  ence.ro  was  long  con- 
tinued, and  at  the  death  the  shoals  of  laughter  and  ironical 
"bravos"  drowned  ilie  remainder  ul'  the  tragedy  ;  but  so  satisfied 
was  he  of  his  triumphant  success,  that  the  next  morning  ho  called 
on  the  Lord  Chief'  Justiee  liushe  to  barn  his  opinion,  and  under- 
standing that  ho  had  been  unable  to  visit  the  theatre,  Plunkett 
begged  leave  to  act  some  of  Jiicham's  speeehes  before  him,  which, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  Chief  Justice,  who  feared  the 
gathering  of  a  mob  about  the  windows,  he  did,  and  pressed  the 
venerable  judge  for  his  verdict.  The  Chief  Justice  had  no  escape 
but  in  assuring  him  ■'that  he  had  never  seen  anything  liko  it  in 
all  the  performances  he  had  ever  witnessed  :"  which  sentence,  as 
that  of  the  Chief  .lustier',  J.'iunketfc  sent  to  the  papers  the  next 
day.  He  was  too  estimable;  nod  kiiui-hcn.rtcd  a  man  not  to  exeito 
regret  in  many  that  he  should  have  been  under  such  a  delusion  in 
rospect  to  his  theatrical  powers. 

Sly  correspondence  with  my  brother,  who  was  then  with  his 
regiment  at  Limerick,  had  been  very  regular,  and  learning  from  it 
that  the  allowance  he  had  expected  from  my  father  was  dis- 
continued, I  was  able  from  my  .savings  to  .-emit  him  the  amount  of 
tho  balance  against  lihn  at  his  agent's,  and  what  was  requisite  for 
Ids  journey  home  ;  whither,  after  staying  a  few  clays  with  me  in 
Dublin,  he  proceeded  to  spend  the  term  ui  his  leave  of  absence. 
The  play  of  'i'i/arro,'  selecied  for  my  benefit,  in  which  I  acted 
Kolla,  wound  up  my  engagement,  and,  putting  me  in  cash,  gave  mo 
the  means  of  discharging  the  arrest  of  an  uncle— one  of  those  that, 
in  the  Irish  description  of  character,  "would  break  into  prison." 
I  might  as  well  have  saved  the  money,  as  lie  was  soon  again  in  a 
similar  plight,  and  made  mo  a  very  scurvy  return  for  my  respect  to 
our  consanguinity. 

The  interval  between  the  end  of  June  and  the  beginning  of 
September  was  not  without,  its  labours  and  its  anxiety.  But  the 
latter,  in  its  pressure  on  my  spirits,  over  weighed  by  far  tho  effect 
of  any  active  duty,  from  the  diflictiliy  that,  arose  In  deciding  on  tho 
play  that  was  to  determine  my  fate  before  a  London  public.  Tho 
letters  that  passed  resulted  in  no  conclusion.  The  Covent  Garden 
eve  under  apprehension  of  organised  opposition  to  any 
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one  appearing  in  Kean's  characters,  which  disposed  at  once  of 
Luke,  my  first  nicest  ion:  Beleour,  to  wliich  I  was  partial,  was 
objected  to  on  other  grounds.  ;  an  it  the  ultimate  resource  appeared 
to  be  Orestes,  although  with  two  heroines.  Ih-nnionc  and  Andro- 
mache, in  the  tragedy,  there  was  no  actress  in  llio  theatre  equal  to 
one— Miss  O'Neill's  return  not  being  expected  till  later  in  the 
season.  But  the  final  decision  Mas  reserved  until  the  subject  could 
be  discussed  in  a  personal  conference.  In  the  meantime  two 
engagements  at  "Wexford  and  Gal  way  were  of  service  to  me  in  the 
way  of  practice  and  profit,  though  the  company  with  which  I  acted 
in  those  towns,  nailer  the  management  eOfr.  Clarke,  was  one  that 
would,  iTegretto  say,  have  justified  the  severities  of  Churchill  and 
of  Crabbe.  To  meet  the  scanty  resources  of  the  troop  it  was 
necessary  to  prepare  myself  in  ( a-taviaa  in  ("oleum's  play  of  '  The 
Mountaineers.'  and  in  berlram  in  ^tatnrin's  tragedy  of  that  name, 
neither  of  which  characters  remained  very  long  upon  my  list. 
But  my  mind  was  engrossed  with  the  eventful  trial  to  which  every 
day  brought  mo  nearer,  and  leaving  Gal  way  in  the  latter  part  of 
August,  I  sought  to  enjoy  in  the  diversion  of  my  thoughts  a  few 
days  of  tranquillising  relaxation  amongst  tin.-  romantic  and  beautiful 
scenery  of  North  Wales. 

It  was  a  rest  to  the  wearing  una  depressing  musings,  from  which 
I  could  not  otherwise  have  escaped,  to  wander  alone  among  the 
ruins  of  Conway  Castle,  or  along  the  river  hanks  by  the  lovely 
village  of  Llannvst,  to  linger  by  the  iunibihig  waters  of  theLlngwy 
and  coast  the  southern  side  of  Siiowdon,  which,  as  the  Cambrian, 
Parnassus,  I  had  a  kind  of  superstitious  longing  to  look  upon. 
My  first  view  of  the  mountain  was  under  circumstances  so  peculiar 
as  to  impress  them  through  alter  life  upon  the  memory.  My 
route  lay  through  Capri  Ctnig  io  i.'eridgelert.  The  day  was  most 
unpropitious  to  the  tourist,  a  heavy  white  mist  enveloping  the 
landscape,  and  completely  overlay 'u:^  the  prospect  beyond  a  few 
yards  from  the  wheel-tracks.  My  disappointment  amounted  to 
vexation,  and  after  vainly  straining  my  eyes  lo  discover  anything 
through  tlio  impenetrable  fug,  1  lay  back  in  the  chaise  chafing  at 
the  mischance  that  Ui.illed  the  main  purpose  of  my  morning's  ride; 
but  as  I  lay  vacantly  gazing  on  flic  flack  mist  that  surrounded  me 
I  was  startled  by  the  appearance  of  what  seemed  two  darkpyra- 
midical  masses  almost  over  my  head,  looking  like  two  Laputas 
floating  in  the  sky.  I  called  out  abruptly  to  the  postillion,  ponding 
to  tho  strange  phenomenon,  with  the  inquiry,  "  What  are  thoso 
objects?"  Jiis  answer  was  quick  ami  short,  "Snuwdon,  sir;"  and 
to  my  surprise  ami  dciighf  there  indeed  were-  the  two  distinct  peaks 
of  that  noble  mountain,  rising  out  of  the  sea  of  o'.uuds,  and  tower- 
ing above  them  into  flic  sunlight,  recalling  thj  picture  of  llold- 
smkb's  cliffs: — 

l'fi'.ilH:  fluU'.i'i  til'L-  FJiliail, 
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Finding  on  reaching  J'cddgclert,  that  my  lime  would  not  serve 
mo  to  ascend  the  mountain,  T  pressed  on  to  Caernarvon,  where  of 
course  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  magnificent  castle  was  peered 
into.  My  after- dinner's  walk  was  lo  the  .site  ol'  (he  Roman  city 
Segontium,  and  on  my  way  J  was  greatly  delighted  to  come  upon 
a  small  Droidical  circle  within  an  enclosure  on  ono  side  of  the  road. 
My  ramble  detained  me  long:  ami  calling  at  the  post-office  on  my 
return  I  found  a  letter  from  my  brolher,  dated  Carlisle,  informing 
me  that  he  should  be  at.  Liverpoid  the  next  day.  on  his  way  to  join 
his  regiment  at  Limerick.  There  was  no  time  for  hesitation  ;  it 
might  be  very  long  before  the  chance  ol"  meeting  would  again 
present  itself,  and  in  my  present,  state  of  mind,  with  a  perilous 
hazard  before  me,  it  would  be  a  solace  to  my  spirits  to  pass  a  few 
hours  with  one  so  bound  in  atl'eetion  to  mo.  I  directly  ordered  a 
chaise  and  pair,  and  set:  out  byway  of  .lamgor  and  Conway,  through 
Chester,  to  Woodside  Ferry,  which,  by  travelling  all  night,  I 
reached  in  good  time  the  next  morning.  A  very  comfortable  inn, 
the  Ferry  House,  furnished  with  all  the  means  of  refreshment, 
and  a  pleasant  brci  •/.<;  carried  me  very  quickly  across  the  river  to 
Liverpool.  The  'Liverpool  Arms'  in  Castle  Street  was  then  the 
principal  hotel,  now  remembered,  I  daro  say,  by  few.  Having 
engaged  rooms  there,  I  sent  round  to  every  inn  in  the;  town,  and 
called  myself  at  several,  inquiring  for  Lieutenant  Macready. 
Nothing  could  be  heard  ol"  sueli  a  person,  and  I  was  forced  to  con- 
clude that  he  had  sailed  in  ihe  Dublin  packet  the  evening  before. 

With  no  acquaintance-  near  me,  having  neither  occupation  nor 
amusement,  I  went  in  the  evening  to  the  theatre,  for  the  chance 
of  wdiat  might  lie  acted.  Even  from  an  inferior  stage  there  may  bo 
"  much  matter  to  be  heard  and  learned  ;'  by  a-  thoughtful  observer. 
The  opera  or  melodrama  of  'Guy  Mannering  '  was  played  there 
for  the  first  time,  llmery  appearing  in.  and  realising,  t  lie 'character 
of  Dandie  Dinniont.  I  had  no!  then  lead  the  novel,  and  the  story, 
as  put  upon  the  .stage,  is  not  one-  of  the  clearest.  It  was  therefore 
in  rather  a  listless  and  indifferent  mood  1  watched  its  progress, 
dividing  my  attention  between  1  he  actors  and  1  he  audience,  when, 
to  my  surprise  ami  great  delight,  three  or  four  boxes  off  I  saw  my 
brother.  I  did  not  wait  for  the  box-keeper's  key,  but,  somewhat 
indecorously  I  most  confess,  clambered  over  the  intervening  par- 
titions to  shake  hands  with  him,  which  .L  did  in  a  tumult  of  joy  that 
attracted  more  observation  than  T  desired.  We  sat  out  the  piece 
together, to  which,  however,  the  mutual  information  we  had  to  give 
allowed  us  to  i»y  little  attention.  He  spent  a  couple  of  days 
with  me  at  the  hotel,  long  after  remembered  as  very  pleasant  ones, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  which  the  uneasy  thoughts  that  had  of  lato 
beset  me  on  the  uncertainty  of  the  fate  in  store  for  me  had  been 
shut  out  from  my  mind  ;  but  on  parting  with  him  I  relapsed  into 
my  doubtful  musings,  lie  sailed  in  the  evening  packet  for  Dublin, 
and  the  nest  morning  1  took  the  eoaeli  for  London. 
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CHAPTER  Till. 

181(i. — liisks  and  ail  rant  ages  of  a  Lmilmi  cTii.-.-iL-i'ini'Tii  -  First,  appearance  at 
(.Vent  G:u-.if]i  us  OiWi-s,  Ifilh  September,'  1  is  1 U — God  temporary  cnlkism 
— Tiincs—Olobi! — 1 1  n/ lii. I  —  !!i'[ii:irk.i  mi  pev.iim:']  ar,i:'.';'.:'iTnvi  -Mimici-ok-  - 
Othello — la  go— Position  ninl  jn-i.s-jn.-ut  w  the  London  stage. 

It  would  be  supposed  that  to  a  provinehil  player  the  prospect  of  a 
metropolitan  engageiucni  should  lie  rather  a  cause  of  exultation 
than  depression  ;  itnrl  with  most  no  doubt:  it  would.  To  the  gene- 
rality, with  little  or  nothing  to  lose  oven  in  failure,  success  would 
bring,  in  respect  to  salary  and  social  position,  desirable  and  im- 
portant changes-.  JnsuciL  a.  hazard  there  is  no  drawback:  nothing 
to  disturb  or  cliill  iho  hopeful  spirit  il,nl  impels  I  ho  young  enthu- 
siast. All  is  on  the  side  of  daring.  To  him  the  enterprise  presents 
but  two  points,  as  in  "  the  adventure  of  the  diver:  one  when,  a 
beggar,  he  prepares  to  plunge  ;  one  when,  a  prince,  he  rises  with 
his  pearl  1"  J  Jut.  to  me  tin;  country  theatres  had  already  yielded  an 
income  exceeding  that  on  which  I  was  to  tempt  my  fortune  in 
London,  with  pL-olessit.,tial  reputation  pn  ity  widely  extended.  In 
aiming  therefore  at  a  doubtful  triumph  I  seemed  to  jeopard  ad- 
vantages already  sei:urcd--prepariug  for  lite  eventful  struggle  in 
a  field  where  all  the  vantage-ground  was  already  and  strongly 
occupied.  Still  the  decision  was  not  rashly  made,  nor  without 
balancing  the  reasons  on  either  side.  Most  of  the  respectable 
country  managers,  would  recognise  as  ''  auxiliaries  "or"  stars"  (the 
green-room  title  given  to  occasional  professional  visitors  like 
myself)  those  actors  only  who  had  the  London  stamp ;  and  this 
exclusive  rule  sn  limited  my  sphere  of  action  that,  both  in  respect 
to  income  and  practice,  T  must  by  remaining  in  the  country  have 
sunk  considerably  below  my  previous  average.  The  plunge  must 
therefore  he  taken,  and  under  that  necessity  my  mind  was  made  up, 
whatever  might  beful,  to  do  my  very  best,  though  unable  to  over- 
come my  diffidence  of  the  result  as  1  reviewed  the  difficulties  of  my 
position. 

Arrived  in  London,  and  temporarily  quartered  at  ray  former 
hotel,  the  old  Slaughter  Coffee  "House,  .!.  lost  no  time  in  presenting 
myself  to  the  Oovent  Garden  managers.  Mr.  Henry  Hams, 
Reynolds,  the  dramatic  author,  reader,  and  adviser,  and  Fawcett 
formed  "the  cabinet"  of  tiie  theatre,  and  T  was  made  a  party  to 
their  consultations  on  the  still  perplexing  subject  of  my  opening 
play.  They  had  a  heavy  slake  in  their  venture  with  me,  and  were 
in  a  proportionate  degree  cautious  of  risking  comparisons  that 
might  prove  detrimental  to  it.  A  club  much  talked  of  at  the  time, 
that  boro  the  name  of  "  The.  11  'civ*.*,"  was  said  to  be  banded  together 
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to  put  down  any  one  appearing  in  Kean's  characters.  I  believed  the 
report  not  to  have  been  founded  in  si  net;  fact:  but  it  was  currently 
received,  and  had  its  influence  on  tin;  Covent  (!  anion  deliberations. 
Orestes  was  the  part  finally  resoked  on,  as  least  likely  to  provoke 
party  criticism  ;  Charles  Kemble  would  be  all  that  could  he  desired 
in  tho  dignified  declamation  of  I'yrrhus,  but  for  Hermione  and 
Andromache,  two  first-rate  trac'ie  characters  where  was  tho 
passion  and  pathos  to  give  effect  to  them,  and  how  to  fill  them? 
The  plea  of  necessity  at  length  bore  down  nil  previous  objections, 
and  the  part  of  liermione  was  east  to  Mrs.  Egerton,  whose  merits 
wore  confined  to  melodrama,  whilst  a  special  engagement  was 
made  with  Mrs.  Clover,  the  best  comic  actress  then  upon  the  stage, 
to  appear  as  the  weeping,  widower!  Andromache.  A  play  so 
mounted — to  borrow  tiie  French  expression — was  not  very  en- 
couraging io  tile  prospect  of  iis  attracting;  but  I  had  only  to  hold 
steadily  to  my  purpose,  and  "do  my  best,"  Monday,  September 
lGth,  was  fixed  for  my  appearance.  The  interim  was  employed  in 
settling  myself  in  lodgings  at,  Iff  .Frith  Street,  bono,  attending 
rehearsals,  giving  directions  In  the  wardrobe  for  my  dress,  and 
thinking  niglil.  ami  day  upon  the  trial  that  was  before  me. 

"With  most  of  lis  the  course  of  life  is  uneven,  and  there  are 
doubtless  few  who  cannot  recall  periods  of  diiiicuky,  of  hazard  and 
danger,  ■where  it  was  needful  to  siring  up  every  nerve  to  its  utmost 
degree  of  tension  in  ^-trivin:;  against  ihe  enfeebling  disc  enrage  men  t 
of  doubt.  Several  times  in  my  life  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to 
encounter  a  crisis  of  Ibis  sort,  where  all  seemed  at  stake,  and  of 
them  all  this  was  one  of  the  most  formidable  ;  but  the  day  arrived, 
and  the  venture  must  bo  made.  Uuaceti-iomed  to  Iho  vast  size  of 
these  large  theatres,  it  wus  with  a  feeling  like  dismay  that  I 
entered  on  tho  stage;  bnt  to  all  appearance  I  managed  to  keep 
under  control  the  flutter  of  iny  spirits,  went  1  brooch  my  rehearsal, 
inspected  my  room,  and  gave  all  directions  necessary.  Every 
courtesy  was  shown  to  me,  and,  as  an  ordinary  civility  to  a 
debutant,  whale  vet-  '  orders  '  or  free  admissions  i.  might  wish  for  my 
friends  were  liberally  set  at  my  disposal  by  the  managers:  but  I 
hod  then  no  friends,  not  even  an  acquaintance,  that  I  could  call 
upon.  After  my  early  dinner  "f  lay  down,  endeavouring  to  compose 
myself,  till  the  hour  appointed  for  my  setting  out,  to  tho  theatre. 
The  hackney  -coach — a  conveyance  happily,  in  the  advance  of  civili- 
sation, "mingled  with  the  tilings  u'erpast  "■  ~ was  called, and  I  can 
almost  fancy  in  recollecting  ii.  that.  T  feel  every  disquieting  jolt  of 
the  rumbling  vehicle  as  it  slowly  performed  the  office  of  a  hurdle 
in  conveying  me  to  the  place  of  execution.  The  silent  process  of 
dressing  was  only  interrupted  by  the  call-boy  Parsloe's  voice, 
"  Overture  on,  sir  1"  which  sent  a  chill  to  my  heart.  The  official 
rap  at  the  door  soon  followed,  and  the  summons,  "  Mr.  Macready," 
made  me  instantly  rally  till  my  energies,  and  with  a  firm  step  I 
went  forward  to  my  trial.  But  the  appearance  of  resolute  com- 
posure assumed  by  the  player  at  Ibis  turning-point  of  his  life  belies 
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the  internal  struggles  he  endures.  These  eventful  trials,  in  respect 
to  the  state  of  mind  and  hody  in  which  they  are  encountered,  so 
resemble  each  other  that  one  described  describes  all.  The  same 
agitation,  and  effort  to  master  it,  the  dazzled  vision,  the  short  quick 
breath,  the  dry  palate,  the  throbbing  of  the  heart— all,  however 
painfully  felt,  must  lie  effectually  disguised  in  the  character  the 
actor  strives  to  place  before  liis  audience. 

Abbott,  as  Pyladcs,  was  waiting  fur  me  at  (lie  side-scene,  and 
when  the  curtain  had  risen,  grasping  bis  hand  almost  convulsively, 
I  dashed  upon  the  slage,  oxcleimhig,  as  in  a  transport  of  the 
highest  joy,  "  Oh,  Pyladcs  !  what's  life  without  a  friend!"  The 
welcome  of  applause  that  greeted  my  entrance  (always  so  liberally 
bestowed  by  a  London  public  on  every  new  performer)  was  all  I 
could  have  desired;  but  it  was  not  until  the  loud  and  long  plaudits 
following'  the  vehement  burst  of  passion  in  the  line,  t;  Oh,  ye  Gods! 
give  me  Ilcrmione  or  let  me  die!"  that  1  gained  any  degree  of 
se]l'-posses?ion.  ;\sfhe  play  proceeded  T  became  more  and  more 
animated  under  l.he  ceniiieting  emotions  of  the  distracted  lover, 
and  at  the  close,  as  I  sank,  "funis  agitata.-!  Orestes,"  into  the 
arms  of  Pyladcs,  the  prulnngcd  cheers  of  my  auditors  satisfied  me 
of  my  success.  The  custom  of  ''calling  for"  the  player  had  not 
then  been  introduced  into  onr  English  theatres;  but  it  was  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  testimony  of  a  triumphant  issue  to  give  out  the 
play  for  repetition  en.  (he  Friday  and  Monday  following-.  Con- 
gratulations ivcre  profusely  rendered  me  by  the  various  members  of 
the  Covent  Garden  company,  who  stopped  me  in  passing  from  the 
stage  to  my  dressing-room  ;  and  when  summoned  to  the  manager's 
room,  Mr.  Harris,  in  h!o  peculiar  way.  observed,  "  Well,  my  boy, 
you  have  done  capitally  ;  and  if  you  could  carry  a  play  along  with 
such  a  cast,  I  don't  know  what  yen  cannot  do !"  I  was  to  dine 
with  him  the  next  day  to  settle  further  proceedings,  and  I  returned 
lo  my  lodgings  in  a  state  of  mind  like  one  not.  fully  awake  from  a 
disturbing  dream,  grateful  for  my  escape,  yet  almost  questioning 
the  reality  of  what  had  passed. 

In  the  attendance  of  lhat  evening'  it  was  observed  that  the 
members  of  the  ojjyjs  draimdhut  mustered  in  unusual  force,  among 
whom  Kcan,  conspicuous  in  a  private  box,  was  very  liberal  of  his 
applause.  Would  not  the  sleep  be  sweet  and  sound  after  such  a 
termination  to  such  a  period  nf  excitement  and  solicitude?  It 
would  seem  so :  but  the  mind  is  not  yet  at  ease  :  the  fate  of  the 
adventure  is  not  yet  decided  ;  there  is  yet  wanting  the  confirmation 
of  public  approval,  and  man;  an  hour  of  a  wakeful  night  is  spent  in 
painful  uncertainty  of  what,  maybe  the  tone  of  ihe  morning  press  in 
its  report  of  the  evening's  performance.  With  feverish  impalienee 
I  awaited  the  arrival  of  Ihe  morn  hip;  paper.  However  persons  in 
public  life  may  profess  indifference  to  the  manner  in  which  their 
merits  maybe  canvassed  ami  registered  in  I  lie  public  journals,  I  am 
a  sceptic  to  the  affectation  of  such  insensibility.  We  cannot  "read 
our  history  in  a  nation's  eyes"  but  we  may  in  tho  daily  papers. 
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Instances  mny  no  dnulii  he  adduced  against  them,  on  rare  occasions, 
of  prejudice  or  pique;  lint  those  cannot  outweigh  tie  value  of  tho 
testimony  borne  by  tho  body  of  the  press,  conducted  as  it  is  for  the 
most  part  by  men  of  elmi-aeter.  education,  and  talent.  I  had  no 
cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  its  record  of  the  verdict  in  ray  case, 
which,  with  difference  and  exceptions  on  items,  was  laudatory  and 
cheering  as  to  the  general  issue.  The  ^-lection  of  the  play  was 
very  generally  condemned.  The  7  Ym  ■>(■■,  in  ils  first  judgment  on 
me,  "  allowing  a  certain  amount  of  ability,  did  not  conceive  it  was 
sufficient  to  shake  Young,  or  much  to  intimidate  Charles  Kemble. 
Mr.  Macready's  last  scene  was  executed  wiUi  great,  vigour.  He  is 
not  handsome  in  face  or  person,  but  wo  think  lilm  a  man  of  clear 
conception,  of  much  energy,  and  some  skill."  The  Globe  remarked, 
"  Mr.  Macrcady  is  above  the  miildle  size,  and  bis  ooutitenance  is 
pleasing;  but  wo  think  tragedy  requires  features  of  a  more 
prominent  and  strongly -marked  description  than  these  which  he 
possesses.  Hiseyes,  however,  are  good,  antl  foil  of  lire;  and  when 
in  the  paroxysm  of  passion  we  mark  their  wild  transitions,  our 
attention  is  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  Ihi.hicss  of  the  features 
they  irradiate.  His  voice,  generally  speaking,  is  full  and  musical. 
From  our  observation  of  his  puriorniLimv:  Air.  .Ilacready  is  a  man 
of  mind.  In  this  play  ihe  actor  must  do  everything,  for  the  author 
has  done  nothing.  Mr.  Macready  laboured  hard  to  supply  tho 
deficiency,  and  the  sparks  of  his  genius  frequently  kindled  to  a 
blase  tho  chaff  of  Mr.  J.'hillips."  If.azlitt,  in  tin;  h'ja-miner,  at  that 
time  an  authority  almost  supreme  on  subjects  of  theatrical  taste, 
joins  in  the  genera!  objection  to  the  play  of  'The  Distressed 
Mother,' in  which  "though,"  he  observes,  -  a  bad  one  for  the  dis- 
play of  his  powers,  Mr.  .Maoroiely  succeeded  in  joukinga  decidedly 
favourable  impression  on  the  audience."  "We  have  not  tho 
slightest  hesitation."  he  continues.  "  io  saying  that  Mr.  Macready 
is  by  far  the  best  tragi"  actor  that  lias  come  out  in  our  remem 
brance,  witli  tho  exception  of  Mr.  Kean." 

Marly  compliments  wore  paid  me  on  the  quality  and  compass 
of  my  voice;  but  if  personal  vanity — from  which  not  even 
deformity  and  ugliness  are  exempt — had  been  among  my  flaws 
of  character,  1  should  have  writhed  under  Hie  report  so  widely 
promulgated  "del  mio  hrutto  volto."  Intimations  were  given 
in  criticisms  the  most,  favourable  that  my  face  was  not  well 
"calculated  for  the  stage."  The  theatrical  article  in  the  News  (a 
journal  which,  after  T.eigh  Hunt's  secession,  still  relained  a  repu- 
tation for  its  critical  notices)  began  ils  review  in  these  words: 
"  Mr.  Macready  is  ihe  plainest  and  most  awkwardly-made  man  that 
ever  trod  the  stage,  but  he  is  an  aefor  whom  in  some  respects  wo 
prefer  to  Mr.  Kean."  An  amusing  proof  of  the  persuasion  so 
widely  entertained  of  my  personal  disqualifications  was  afforded 
me  at  the  theatre  one  evening  soon  alter  my  ilrhul.  A  man  and 
woman  were  seated  before  me  in  the  second  tier  of  boxes.  In  the 
course  of  their  conversation   the  lady  inquired  of  her  companion 
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whether  he  had  "seen  the  new  actor."  "What,  Mac-ready?"  he 
replied;  "no,  I've  not.  seen  him  yet ;  I  am  told  he  is  a  capital 
actor,  bat  a  devilish  ugly  i'cliow  ;  they  say  he  is  an  ue;ly  likeness 
of  Liston!"  My  equability  was  not.  at  all  disturbed  by  the  frank- 
ness of  these  comments,  ami  I  dare  pay  1  probably  did  not  think 
myself  quite  so  bad  as  I  was  represented.  John  Kcmble,  who, 
in  addition  to  the  talent  ho  possessed,  owed  so  much  of  his 
success  to  the  ex  tenia  I  gifts  of  nature,  may  bo  expected  to  have 
attached  va*t  imparlance  to  them,  and  certainly  lie  seems  to  havo 
sided  with  the  informants  of  my  friend  of  the  second  tier.  When 
his  brother  Charles  one  day  staled  his  conviction  that  I  should 
attain  the  foremost  rank  in  the  profession,  John  Kcmble,  who  had 
never  seen  me  act,  tookap^idiof  smill'.  and  with  a  significant  smile 
rejoined,  "  Oh  Charles'  o.m  quel  vi?o\''  My  vanity,  however,  was 
not  assailable  on  this  point,  for  I  hail  boon.  .1.  am  glad  to  say,  early 
bullied  into  thinking  humbly  of  myself  in  regard  to  personal 
appearance.  I  remembered,  mnri  over,  that,  T,e  Knin.  Henderson, 
and  Talma,  in  attaining  the  highosi  celebrity  in  tiieir  art,  had 
found  the  plainness  of  their  features  no  ob-f ruction  to  the  full 
display  of  those  emotions  which  the  deep  study  of  their  author 
awakened,  and  T  fortified  myself  by  their  example  with  the  hope 
of  being  ablo  to  develop  my  conceptions  with  vigour  and  dis- 
tinctness, and  by  the  truth  and  earnestness  of  my  own  feelings,  to 
ensure  J h.-  sympathy  oi'my  auditors. 

The  'Italian  Lover,'  as  conflicting  wilh  no  popular  prepossession, 
was  fixed  upon  for  my  second  play,  though  with  scarce  a  hope  of 
Us  attraction,  from  its  unbroken  gloom  and  tiio  inefficiency  of  its 
Cast,  which  was  even  feebler  than  that  of  '  The  Distressed  Mother.' 
This  dull  tragedy,  produced  Monday,  September  80t It,  though  it 
did  not  benefit  the  receipts  of  the  theatre,  rendered  good  service 
to  mo  individually,  raising  me  still  higher  in  the  estimation  of 
those  who  had  judged  favourably  of  my  first,  appearance,  and 
winning  over  the  suffrages  of  many  who  had  been  disposed  to 
dispute  my  claims  to  notice.* 

The  last  scene  of  Mentevole  was  often  quoted  by  old  playgoers 
in  after-years,  particularly  by  niy  friend  Talfourd,  as  one  in  which 
the  feelings  of  the  audience  were  wound  up  to  the  highest  pitch 
of  intensity.  lint,  the  applause  lavished  on  an  unproductive  play, 
however  serviceable  to  my  reputation,  failed  of  course  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  treasury,  and  in  an  impatient  mood  Mr.  Harris 
announced  me  to  appear  in  Othello  and  lug"  alternately  with 
Young.  This  was  a  desperate  move,  an  injudicious  one,  and  to 
me  very  distressing,   as  I   had  never  acted  nor  studied  lago, 

*  The  Times,  alluding  to  "the  catastrophe  Id  the  fifth  ant,  which  produces 
an  eff-.-ct  so  twriblt:  and  so  auivia;."  speaks  el'  me  "as  a  various  ami  skilful 
painter  of  the  human  passions.  The  last  act.  the  mnst  iiupi'S-ioned  in  the 
play,  was  the  happiest  lest,  of  Mr.  Maoi-i-ady's  fulfills.  Sutakay,  terror,  ragfl, 
despair,  and  triumph  ivcr«  ,<-]■(:■:■-■;■  i.ih-  disphiynd  by  him  with  truth  aod 
encrsv,  and  he  retired  i-infl-.t  loud  arclamations." 
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and  had  scarcely  reasonable  time  allowed  to  master  even  tlio 
words  of  the  part.  Alas  for  tho  interests-  of  art,  when  its  dif- 
ficulties and  requirements  fin;  so  little  understood!  Of  my  Shake- 
spearean characters  Othello  was  one  !  had  least  frequently  per- 
formed; but  reTtionsfrai:ce  was  useless  :  J.  had  to  buckle  myself  to 
my  task,  and  in  the.  noble  '.Moor  1  gained  501:10  credit.  The  papers 
wen.:  more  favourable  thai]  I  had  anticipated.* 

For  Iago,  "  ce  m, litre  aohovo  dans  1'art.  do  la  dissimulation,"  lie 
who  is  indeed  "nil  1  hints'  Id  all  men,''  whose  perfect  accomplish- 
ment in  craft  might  i:  send  the  learned  Jlachiavel  to  school"— for 
that  consummate  dceeiver  (that  in  after-years  1  made  one  of  my 
most  finished  personal  ions)  I  was  altogether  unprepared,  and  must 
have  given  a  very  bald  and  commonplace  repetition  of  the  test ; 
there  was,  in  fact.,  no  character  at  all  in  the  performance,  which 
must  have  been  a  disappointment  to  the  audience,  as  it  was  very 
embarrassing'  to  me.  Jlazlitt's  criticism  upon  the  play  was  that 
"Young  in  Othello  was  like  a  givaf.  humming-top,  and  Macready 
in  lago  like  a  mischievous  buy  whipping  him"'— a  comparison 
quite  as  complimentary,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  my  imperfect  essay 
deserved.f  After  the  iong  lapse  of  years,  witnessing  in  their 
course  so  many  changes,  I  can  now  look  back  and  collectedly 
review  tin:  peculiarities  of  my  position. 

With  the  month  of  October  .Miss  O'Xcill  bad  returned,  her  at- 
traction undiminished  ;  John  Koniblo  was  announced  for  his  last 
season;  whilst  Keau  at  Drury  Lane  was  performing  his  round  of 
plays  to  well-filled  houses,  Young  at  Coveiit  Harden  was  tho 
welcomed  representative  of  tho  leading  tragic  parts,  the  youthful 
and  chivalrous  ones  buying  been  fur  several  years  in  the  possession 
of  Charles  Kemble.  Where  then  was  a  place  for  me  ?  I  should 
have  better  weighed  all  this  before!  It.  nuw  became  apparent  I 
had  made  my  venture  too  soon.  My  powers  not  yet  sufficiently 
matured  to  challenge  precedence,  nothing  was  left  for  me  hut 
eagerly  to  watch  for  anil  to  the  utmost  improve,  every  opportunity 
that  might  present  itself.     The  possession  of  talent  was  not  denied 

*  T.'.a  Times  on  Ot'icllo. — "  It.  must  have  <•:":■. ::<:■.>  every  trace  of  doubt  from 
those  who  witness?;!  Ills  neriVittaiicc  with  regard  to  tins  sreneral  measure  of 
his  capacity  in  the  bibber  walks  of  the  profession.  Tin)  best  proof  of  this 
actor's  judimu.oit.  in.ii!in![idi!:i1.1y  of  Ills  offer  powers,  ::::;y  be  perceh'e;!  in  iiis 
contempt  of  .ill  those  ijratuitoirs  decorations,  whether  of  tone  or  maimer, 
which  some  of  the  most  eminent  cannot,  consent,  entirely  to  relinquish.  It 
may  be  found  also  in  his  practice  of  cmpliiv  in;  all  his  ihvrv  in  those  passages 
of  noiseless  but  iuleiisi)  l'l-clitis;,  ami  e.iiiiliiciii;,'  it  111  all  its  sublime  depths,  if 
Hot  by  a  sudden  tool;  or  slai-tung  giiitm-c,  y.vi  by  .1  eonden.atiou  of  vigorous 
utterance  und  masculine  expression,  fioin  which  lew  will  be  disposed  to 
appeal." 

i  The  Times  oil  T.;,jo. — Mir.  Morie'iiiy  executed  the  part  of  lago  with 
limited,  aud  but  limited,  success.  It  h.i:l  pa-sajres  of  irioat  and  superlative 
merit;  but,  viewed  as  an  entire  piece  of  arfinir,  it  was  faulty,  unimpressive, 
and,  ss  we  have  blt.tci,  erroneou'.y  com:  ■::■;■:  i  in  cue  or  two  of  its  capital 
features." 
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to  me,  though  critics  were  always  not  in  agreement  on  its  amount. 
I  was  in  the  first  rank,  though  not  yet  the  first.  The  step  had 
however  heen  taken,  anil  was  irrevocable,  which  placed  me  on  a 
field  of  competition  under  unquestionably  signal  disadvantages, 
to  which  I  must  either  succumb,  and  by  yielding  to  despondency, 
dwindle  info  "respectability  "(as  in  theatrical  language  mediocrity 
is  usually  designated),  or  look  to  time  to  win  tor  me,  by  dint  of 
strenuous  and  unremitting  efforts,  (ho  public  acknowledgment  of 
tiie  power  I  felt  within  me.  My  motto  henceforward  must  be 
from  Senec" — "  Invenict  viam,  aut  faciei,"* 


CHAPTER  IX. 

1810-1817.— Gambia— Miss  Stephens— Her  voice  and  acting— John  Kemble 
in  Cato— Kean's  Sir  L.i»-.::-.\  Jlortimei-  in  '  The  in,::  Oho.<t''and  Oroonoko— 
U'Hitli'ij  sppc; '.Villi :Yj  ai  1 1 i ;.]j ill ■ ;  111.  at  Coy. -at  G:'r!;:r, — Al1e:::pt.!d  ri rally 
with  Kean— Kean's  policy  with  him— Appears  as  Iago  to  Kean's  Ot.lirdlo  at 
Drury  Lane — His  i-: ■:--] ! t-i ^  il i-~ ■  ■  !■  u i l 1 1 1 1 l- i ■ — JLii've.iiir  ac-ing  with  Booth  as 
Valcntio  in  '  The  Conquest  of  Taraulu  '—  Booth's  retreat. 

As  operatic  drama,  called  '  The  Slave,'  written  by  Morton,  which 
embraced  the  talents  of  Terry,  Emery,  Listen,  Jones.  Sinclair, 
Duruset,  Mrs.  Davenport,  and  the  charming  Miss  Stephens,  was 
read  in  the  green-room  ;  and  the  slave,  the  hero  of  the  piece, 
Gambia,  one  of  the  "  faultless  monsters,  that  the  world  ne'er  saw," 
was  confided  to  me.  Placed  in  situations  of  strong  interest,  with 
high-flown  sentiments  and  occasional  bursts  of  passion,  its  effect 
was  unequivocal,  answering  ihe  i'ullcsi.  expect  ai  inns  of  the  manage- 
ment. This  play,  supported  by  first-rate  comic  acting,  Bishop's 
music,  and  the  all-powerful  charm  of  Miss  Stephen's  voice,  conduced 
much  to  my  advantage  by  keeping  me  in  a  favourable  point  of  view 
before  the  public  during  a  prosperous  rim  of  more  than  thirty 
nights, f  It  was  in  one  of  the  rehearsals  of  this  part  I  met  with 
an  accident  that  might  have  been  attended  with  much  graver 
consequences.  To  secure  the  retreat  «!'  Zeliiida  and  Clifton,  who 
were  escaping  from  thur  pursuers,  1  had  to  cut  away  a  wooden 
bridge,  over  which  they  had  just  passed  -,  in  ils  full  a  rough  spar, 
as  I  turned  round,  caught  in  my  coat-pocket,  and  dragged  me  down 
backwards  with  it  from  the  platform  on  which  I  was  standing,  a 

*  "  Find  a  way,  or  make  one." — Ed. 

t  The  JV.Ji'j.s  oh  '  The  Sii>:c.'-  -•'■  Mr.  Mocn'.irly  «-i:  ex'.i'oiin'l;-  well  received. 
The  black  slave  was  no  bad  specimen  of  his  peculiar  talent,  which  seems  to 
lie  in  the  broad  and  boisterous  cstentatit.-n  o:  tempestuous  passion,  for  which 
he  has  only  one  laiisrmige,  nervous  c.irtriinly,  out.  rather  monotonous;  though 
we  must  do  him  the  justice  to  sny  thai  iio  uttsml  r.ir.ny  passages  in  the  play 
with  eitreme  tenderness,  pathos,  and  delicacy." 
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distance  of  about  twelve  feet.  The  people  on  the  stage  made  an 
instant  outcry,  and  Miss  Stephens,  who  was  directly  opposite, 
fainted  away.    I  was  taken  up  considerably  hurt,  and  conveyed  to 

my  lodgings,  wliens  T  rcmaim-d  on  lln;  sola  several  days  attended 
by  Wilson,  at  that  time  one  of  tbe  most  eminent  surgeons  in 
London.  This  occurrence  rel aided  tin1  product  ion  of  the  play, and 
I  had  not  recovered  from  my  lameness  when  obliged  to  appear 
in  it. 

I  cannot  pass  the  name  of  Miss  Stephens,  universally  popular 
as  it  was,  without  notice.  Criticism  is  disarmed  before  it,  and 
memory  seems  to  take  pleasure  in  lingering  over  it,  in  recalling 
that  fascinating  power  which,  through  the  blended  effects  of  person, 
voice,  and  maimer,  she,  with  apparent,  unconsciousness,  exercised 
over  her  audience,  livery  performer  of  repute  had  his  or  her 
particular  eulogists  in  id  rluriipluiis,  bni  she  was  the  favourite  of 
oil.  The  distance  dividing  the  spectator  from  the  player  whose 
exertions  he  pays  ("or  scorned  lessened  in.  tbe  recognition  of  her,  for 
it  was  with  a  joyous  eagerness  that  the  frequenters  of  the  theatre 
used  to  welcome  her  as  sbc  nightly  appeared  before  them.  "Ce 
petit  nez  retrousn'"  was  as  irresistible  in  its  temporary  influence 
over  an  assembled  multitude  as  KcAalaac's  over  tlio  imperious 
Soliman.  Nor  was  this  due  to  any  superiority  of  dramatic  talent, 
for  in  all  the  various  characters  allotted  to  her  she  represented 
only  one:  but  the  magic  spell  of  that  was  never  known  to  fail. 
By  whatever  name  it  might  he  distinguished  in  the  playbills, 
that  one  was  'Miss  Stephens,'  or,  if  not  infringing  the  respect 
claimed  by  her  present  raid;  (( n-antcss  oi"  J-Vsex).  it  would  express 
more  accurately  the  feeling  she  inspired  to  use  that  familiar  abbre- 
viation of  her  Christian  name  (Kitty  Stephens),  by  which,  in  the 
fond  admiration  of  the  public,  she  was  generally  known.  Her 
voico  was  of  the  most  exquisite  sweetness  and  extraordinary 
compass;  there  was  occasional  aiebniw  and  humour  in  her  comic 
scenes;  always  intelligence;  and  combined  with  an  almost  rustic 
or  childish  simplicity,  a  correctness  of  judgment,  that,  never  deserted 
her.  The  partiality  that,  everywhere  attended  her  gave  truth  to 
the  words  that  Carlos  in  his  beautiful  song  addressed  to  her: 


A  very  miserable  adaptation  by  Tfeynolds  of  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher's  '  Humorous  Lieutenant/  a  play  not  worth  revival,  in 
which  Young,  Terry,  List  on.  Miss  ^l.epbens,  and  myself  had  parts, 
was  produced  January  18th,  1817,  and  after  a  very  few  nights 
withdrawn. 

I  now  began  to  settle  down  into  what  was  to  be  my  regular 
course  of  life.  In  the  reduction  of  the  army  which  had  taken 
place,  the  2nd  battalion  of  the  I'iOth  Tiogimcut.  was  disbanded,  and 
my  brother  being  put   in   consequence  on    half-pay,  took  up  hia 
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quarters  with  we.  I  had  the  good  fori n no  besides  to  discover 
other  relations  and  connexions  living  in  Jiondon,  or  rather  they— a 
less  difficult  matter  discovered  sue,  which  cave  me  introduction 
to  some  very  agreeable  society.  It  is  from  the  depths  of  his  own 
mind  the  artist  musi  draw  the  inspiration  iha.i  is  to  lift  him  above 
the  ordinary  level  ;  but  to  perfect  his  style  and  refine  his  taste 
he  cannot  extend  too  far  his  acquaintance  with  the  varieties  of 
excellence  in  every  domain  of  art.  Whilst  paint  ing  and  sculpture 
therefore  afforded  sue.  in  subjects  of  eontemplaiion,  suggestions  of 
grace  and  truth  of  expression,  the  theatre  presented  me  with 
opportunities  of  comparing  or  contrasting  them  with  the  living 
models,  of  which  T  diligently  availed  myself;  though  depressing 
doubts  began  to  intrude  themselves  on  my  mind  as  to  the  proba- 
bility of  the  opportunities  I  hoped  for  making  my  study  more  a 
duty  than  a  pleasure. 

My  vacant  evenings  were  now  frequent,  so  many  nights  being 
engrossed  by  i^iss  O'Neill's  anil  Komble's  performances;  but  were 
not  all  idly  spent.  The,  theatres  oflered  subjects  of  study  to  me 
which  I  did  not  neglect.  At  Coven t  Oardcn  (October  25)  Kemble 
made  bis  first  appearance  this  season  in  Addison's  '  Cato,'  and  I 
early  took  places  near  the  stage  in  the  dress-cisclc,  my  intention 
being  to  see  him  through  his  round  of  characters,  to  convince 
myself,  by  the  most  careful  and  patient,  observation,  bow  far  his 
titlo  to  praise  might,  be  exaggerated  by  Ids  panegyrists,  or  his  de- 
merits magnified  by  his  deliactors;  for  taste,  or  what  would  he 
called  so.  has  its  factions,  sometimes  as  vehement  as  political  ones. 
The  bouse  was  moderately  idled  ;  there  was  silting  room  in  the  pit, 
and  the  dress-chvle  was  not  at  all  crowded.  1  noted  this,  having 
expected  a  manifest!  ion  ofpuh.lie  enihosinsm  which  was  not  there. 
But  there  was  Kemble !  As  he  sat  majestically  in  his  curule  chair, 
imagination  could  not  supply  a  grander  or  more  noble  presence.  In 
face  and  form  be  realised  the  most  perfect  ideal  that  ever  enriched 
the  sculptor's  or  the  painter's  fancy,  and  bis  deportment  was  in 
accord  with  all  of  outward  dignity  and  grace  (hat  history  attributes 
to  tlieyid'ra  conscript/'.  In  one  particular,  however,  I  was  greatly 
disappointed :  having  heard  much  of  his  scholarly  correctness,  I 
expected  in  his  costume  to  see  a  model  of  the  yens  toijuta;  but  the 
cumbrous  drapery  in  which  !;e  was  enveloped  bore  no  s'esemblance, 
in  anyone  fold  or  peculiarity,  in  ihe  g/.ron.  nt.  that  distinguished  the 
Koman  as  one  of  i  lie  r'-vitm  ti>:i:i<'n,:'.  The  <■!,:■:■  mUe.  was  nevertheless 
remarkably  striking,  and  the  applause  I  hat  greeted  him  proved  the 
benches  to  be  occupied  by  very  devoted  admirers.  The  tragedy, 
five  acts  of  declamatory,  unim  passioned  verse,  the  monotony  of 
which,  correct  as  hi:* emphasis,  and  reading  was,  Kemble's  husky 
voice  and  laboured  articulation  did  not  lend  to  dissipate  or  enliven, 
was  a  tax  upon  the  patience  of  the  hearers.  The  frequently-re- 
curring sentiments  on  patriotism  and  liberty,  awakening  no  response 
were  listened  to  with  respectful,  almost  drowsy  attention.  But, 
like  an  eruptive  volcano  from  some  level  expanse,  there  was  one 
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burst  that  electrified  the  house.    When  Portius  entered  with  i 
exclamation,— 


Kemble  with  a  start  of  unwonted  animation  rushed  across  the 
stage  to  him,  huddling  questions  one  upon  the  Other  with  extra- 
ordinary volubility  of  utterance — 

"  Ha !  what  has  lie  done  ?— 
Has  he  forsook  his  post  ?  Has  he  given  way  ? 
Did  he  look  tamely  on  and  let  them  pass?" 

Then  listening  with  intense  eagerness  to  the  relation  of  Portius, 

"  Long  at  the  head  of  his  few  faithful  friends 

Tlcstii.iil  thf  pliocir  of  a  whole  h:>st  of  foes, 
TiM,  obstinately  brave,  and  beat  on  death, 
Oppress'd  with  multitudes,  he  greatly  fell" — 

as  ho  caught  the  last  word  he  gasped  out  convulsively,  as  if 
suddenly  relieved  from  an  agony  of  doubt,  "  I  am  satisfied  !"  and 
the  theatre  rang  with  applause  most  hearted!  y  and  deservedly 
bestowed.  This  was  his  great  effect— indeed  his  single  effect; 
and  great  and  rcfi-esliin:;  as  ii  was,  it  was  not  enough  so  to  com- 
pensate for  a  whole  evening  of  merely  sensible  cold  declamation. 
I  watched  him  intently  throughout— not  a  look  or  a  tone  was  lost 
by  me ;  his  attitudes  were  stately  and  picturesque  but  evidently 
prepared;  even  the  care  he  took  in  the  disposition  of  his  mantle 
was  distinctly  observable.  If  meant  to  present  a  picture  of  .Stoicism, 
the  success  might  be  considered  unequivocal,  but  unbroken  except 
by  the  grand  effect  above  described;  though  it  might  satisfy  the 
classic  anliquary,  the  want  of  variety  and  relief  rendered  it  unin- 
teresting, and  olt.cn  indeed  U'diuii;;,  (.'hum's  lie mble  made  the  most 
of  .Tuba,  in  which  there  was  link:  tube  done, 

Kean's  appearance  in  two  new  characters— Sir  Edward  Mor- 
timer in  Colman's  play  of  'The  Iron  Chest,'  and  Oroonoko  in 
Southern's  tragedy  of  that  name— attracted  me  two  nights  at 
Drury  Lane,  and  confirmed  my  opinion  of  his  unquestionable, 
genius.  The  house  was  very  good,  but  not  full,  to  '  The  Iron 
Cheat;"  to  'Oroonoko' il  was  indifferent,  fcfir  T-dward  Mortimer 
was  one  of  Keen's  most  rini;b.ed  portraitures.  He  had  grasped 
the  complete  conception  of  the  character,  the  Falkland  of  Godwin's 
'Caleb  Williams,'  and  was  consistently  faithl'elto  it  through  every 
varied  shade  of  passion.  There  was  an  absence  of  all  trick  in  the 
performances.  Scarcely  once  through  the  whole  part  did  he  give 
way  to  that  unpleasant  mode  of  preluding  a  sentence  (an  occasional 
habit  with  him)  by  a  hesitation,  or  a  sound  as  of  a  half-laugh  like 
a  cue  for  the  applauso  of  claqueurs.    He  had  subjected  his  style  to 
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the  restraint  of  the  severest  taste.  His  elocution  was  flowing, 
discriminating,  and  most  impressive.  In  his  deportment  there 
was  the  dignified  case  of  one  accustomed  lo  receive  obedience;  tho 
mild  and  gentle  number  of  his  address  to  his  dependents  spoke  the 
benevolence  of  his  nature,  while  his  woe-worn  aspect  told  of  some 
settled  grief  that  was  preying  on  his  heart.  The  very  mournful- 
ncss  of  tone  in  which,  before  his  entrance,  he  called  for  "  Winter- 
ton,"  prepared  the  spectator  lor  the  picture  of  blight  and  sorrow 
that  his  appearance  presented.  When  in  Wilford's  utterance  of 
the  word  "murder"  the  chord  was  struck  Hud  seemed  to  vibrate 
through  every  fibre  of  his  frame,  the  infernal  struggle  to  regainhis 
self-possession  quite  thrilled  tlio  audience.  His  trembling  hand 
turned  over  rapidly  the  leaves  of  the  book  he  held,  as  if  to  search 
its  pages,  that  were  evidently  ;i.  blank  re  his  bewildered  sight,  till 
the  agony  of  h.ls  feelings  overbore  all  elforis  at  repression,  and 
with  tiger  fury  ho  sprang  upon  the  terrified  youth.  But  toinstanco 
particular  points  in  a  personalum  disfigured  by  so  few  blemishes 
almost  seems  an  injustice  to  a  most,  artistic  whide.  Throughout 
tho  play  the  actor  held  absolute  sway  over  his  hearers;  alike  when 
nearly  maddened  by  the  remerabruiu'e  of  his  wrong  and  the  crime 
it  had  provoked,  in  his  touching  reflections  on  the  present  and 
future  recompense  of  a  w ell-regulated  life,  in  pronouncing  the  ap- 
palling curse  on  Wilford's  head  ;  or,  when  looking  into  his  face,  and 
in  the  desolateness  of  his  spirit,  with  a  smile  more  moving  than 
tears,  he  faintly  uttered — "  None  know  my  tortures  !"  His  terrible 
avowal  of  the  guilt  that  had  embittered  existence  to  him  brought, 
as  it  were,  the  actual  perpetration  of  the  deed  before  us ;  the  frenzy 
of  his  vengeance  seemed  rekindled  in  all  its  desperation,  as  he 
uttered  the  words — "I  stabbed  hira  to  the  heart."  He  paused  as 
if  in  horror  at  the  sight  still  present  to  him,  and  following  with 
his  dilated  eye  tho  dreadful  vision,  lie  sluwdy  continued — "And 
my  oppressor  rolled  lifeless  at  my  foot  1"  The  last  scene  was  a 
worthy  climax  to  a  performance  replete  with  beauties,  that  in 
its  wildest  bursts  of  passion  never  "  overstepped  the  modesty  of 
nature."  Colmun,  who  bad  tutored  Tllliston  in  the  part,  and  fre- 
quently seen  Young's  very  successful  assumption  of  it,  must  have 
felt  pride  in  witnessing  this  representation.  He  was  more  jealous 
of  the  effect  of  this  than  of  any  other  of  his  dramas.  He  was  put 
into  a  state  of  extreme  perturbation  once  on  the  occasion  of  a 
very  indifferent  player,  who  was  the  hero  of  a  private  theatre 
in  the  Tottenham  Court  "Hoad,  appearing  as  Mortimer  at  the 
Haymarket  Theatre.  On  tenter-hooks  during  the  whole  play, 
when  in  tho  last  scene  l-'ulkriei',  the  representative  of  Mortimer, 
exclaimed  in  his  dcliwum,  ':  Where  is  myhouour  now  ?"  Coiman 
could  not  restrain  himself,  but  called  outf!'"  wish  your  honour  was 
in  Tottenham  Courl  Koad  again  with  all  my  heart!" 

'  Oroonoko'  hud  of  hue  years  ceased  to  he  attractive,  nor  could 
all  tho  talent  of  Kean  in  the  principal  character  restore  its 
popularity.     The   introduction  of  Aboun,  his  back  bleeding  from 
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and  were  there  no  other  causes  of  exception,  would  remain  an 
insuperable  one,  as  exciting  emotions  not  merely  painful,  but 
disagreeable.  Bon  Jonson  arraigns  Shakespeare  on  the  score  of 
taste  in  suffering  Desdemona  to  bo  smothered  in  sight  of  the 
audience,  which  jio  condemns  as  simply  "horror;"  and  it  was 
Coleridge's  observation,  that  whilst  tenor,  the  legitimate  passion 
of  tragedy,  touches  the  heart,  honor  makes  a  desecnt,  and  affects 
the  stomach.  Kean  had  bestowed  great  pains  on  the  study  of  the 
part,  and,  though  more  unequal  than  his  Sir  l.dward  Mortimer, 
gave  a  masterly  delineation  of  the  noble  African,  In  his  calm 
submission  to  iiis  fate  his  demeanour  was  still  princely,  and  his 
reproaches  struck  deeper  from  the  temper  will*  which  they  were 
uttered.  Among  the  effective  passages  with  which  his  performance 
abounded  I  could  instance  a '.  one,  from  his  mode  of  delivery,  never 
to  be  forgotten,  his  prayer  for  his  Imoinda.  After  replying  to 
Elandford,  "No,  there  is  nothing  to  bo  done  forme!"  he  remained 
for  a  few  moments  in  apparent  tsk-traetion,  then  with  a  concentra- 
tion of  feeling  that  gave  emphasis  to  every  word,  clasping  his 
hands  together,  in  tones  most  tender,  distinct,  and  melodious,  he 
poured  out,  as  if  from  the  very  depths  of  his  heart,  his  earnest 
supplication : 

"Thou  God  adored!  thou  ever-gh»-iiras  sun ! 
if  she  be  yet  on  earth,  send  me  a  beam 
Of  thy  all-seeing  power  to  light  me  to  her! 
Or  if  ti.y  sister  i^ddess  ha;  |::f!ei'd 
Her  beauty  to  the  skies,  to  be  a  star, 
Oli.  tell  mo.  wIl'.t-j  she  shines,  tiint  1  mjiy  stand 
Who.e  ni:;lit;  and  gaze  upon  her  I" 

With  all  liis  extraordinary  power  he  would  often  descend  to 
court  applause  by  trickery,  at  the  expense  of  correctness,  as  in  this 
p!ay,  against  the  remonstrance  of  Jiae,  the  Mage -manager,  he 
altered  the  text,  "  What,  is  lie  gone  P"  to  win  the  clapping  of  "  the 
groundlings"  by  a  trick  of  voice,  ""Where  is  he  ?  l:h:  Eh!  gone!" 
These  were  littlenesses  which  a  man  so  wonderfully  gifted  could 
well  afford  to  have  held  himself  above. 

An  event  now  occurred,  that  could  not  fail  to  act  in  some 
measure  as  a  discouragement  to  a  young  actor  circumstanced  like 
myself,  who  for  the  ultimata  leco^tiilioit  of  lii.s  claims  placed  his 
single  reliance  on  severe  and  honest  endeavours  in  (he  mastery  of 
his  art.     I  had  now  to  discover,  what  experience  lias  since  made 

Withdrawn  should  be  from  the  spectator's  eye, 
And  spoken  narrative  the  plot  supply. 

Hor.iCE,  Art  if  Poetry. — Ed.  Tkans. 
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familiar  to  me,  that  notoriety  has  a  charm  for"the  fond  many," 
outvaluing  for  a  time  (though  only  for  a  time)  the  more  solid 
pretensions  of  artistic  truth.  A  report  1 1 ml  reached  the  managers 
of  Covent  Garden  of  a  Mr.  liooth  (who  in  (iguie,  voice,  and  manner 
so  closely  resembled  .~Keis"n~TtTnt  lie  might,  be  taken  for  his  twin 
hrother)  acting  liiclmrd  the  Third  at  Jirightnti  :i snl  Worthing  with 
the  greatest  sue  cess.  An  appearance  at  Uovent  Carden  was  offered 
to  him  with  the  promise  of  an  engagement  if  sueeessfnl.  Accord- 
ingly on  the  l'ith  of  February  (ItilT)  lie  appeared  in  Gloster,  and 
certainly  on  his  first  entrance  on  the  stage,  with  a  similar  coiffure 
and  dress,  he  might  have  been  thought  Kean  himself.  With 
considerable  physical  power,  a  strong  voice,  a  good  deal  of  bustle, 
some  stage  experience,  and  sufficient  intelligence  to  follow  out  the 
traditional  effects  of  the  part,  lie  succeeded  in  winning  the  applause 
and  favour  of  his  audience,  and  repeated  the  performance  on  the 
following  night.  He  was  aenimnecd  in  consequence  again  for  the 
17th,  but  in  the  interim  Ihe  question  of  his  engagement wasmooted. 
The  managers  oifered  him  £8  per  week,  which  he  declined,  and 
withdrew  his  name.  This,  together  wills  ihe  reported  similarity  of 
his  figure  and  manner  to  Keau's  (with  whom  his  admirers  ventured 
to  compare  him),  made  some  little  stir  in  the  theatrical  world. 
Kean,  who  was  supposed  not  to  feel  complimented  by  the  com- 
parison, drove  to  Jim  i;l  i  shillings,  and  in  ihe  most  friendly  manner 
informed  him  that  he  had  pre  (.aired  an  engagement  for  him  from 
the  committee  of  Drnry  Lane,  and  that  his  carriage  was  wailing  to 
take  them  to  the  theatre,  where  all  would  be  settled  at  once. 
Booth  readily  went  with  him,  an  engagement,  at.V.10  per  week  was 
agreed  on  and  signed,  and  Booth  was  innnedissfely  advertised  to 
appear  in  I  ago  to  Keau's  Uthelio  on  the  Li <  :■  1 1 1  of  February. 

The  theatre  was  crowded  i.o  the  very  ceiling  on  that  night,  which 
was  often  spoken  of  long  afterwards  for  the  extraordinary  effect 
prodnccd  by  Kean  8  acting.*  Ho  seems  to  have  put  fortli  all 
his  power,  and  according-  to  the  testimony  of  Ifnulitt,  Proctor, 
Hamilton,  Iievnolds,  and  other  excellent  judges,  he  never  acted  as 
lie  did  on  this  occasion.  My  hrother,  who  had  not  before  seen 
him,  could  only  obtain  standing  room  in  a  corner  of  the  slips,  but, 
despite  his  inconvenient  position  and  consequent  weariness,  re- 
turned in  raptures  of  admiration  at  the  perform  since.  Eooth  was 
not  only  obscured,  but  hidih  n  ;  no  one  sii-nied  to  give  a  thought 
to  him.  The  question  of  comparison  was  oompleiely  set  at  rest. 
The  tragedy  was  announced  for  repel  ii Ion  on.  ilie  22nd,  but  Booth 
was  not  well  enough  to  appear.  He  sent  a  note  about  three  o'clock 
on  that  day,  stating  that  he  was  very  ill,  and  ordered  to  leave  town 

*  Tiii:  Times  oh  Otiidh.—Kcar,  and  '!''J!,tL.—"  As  i.'igo  J]i\  IJuoth  was  lii^lilv 
respectable.  Hut  the  chief  tdat  of  the  performance  klik  due  to  Mr.  Kean. 
This  great  actor  excelled  en  the  invjciit  ceceMOii  a;i  h'.s  preceding  efforts  .  . 
.  .  There  were  scenes  in  litis  play  whii-h  ue  h:sd  ntvfr  yet  beheld  so  ably 
represented,  and  t'nere  «;re  iinrirovcments  in  Kenn's  acting  of  which  we  did 
not  think  the  tragedian's  art  b:id  iwca  susceptible." 
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for  change  of  air.  On  inquiry  at  his  loggings  his  wife  neiiher 
knew  that  he  was  ill  nor  that  ho  hail  left  town.  On  the  evening 
of  tho  same  day  he  addressed  a  hitter  to  the  committee,  to  the 
effect  that  lie  could  not  appear  in  his  own  characters  at  Drury  Lane, 
and  that  ho  had  in  consequence  renewed  his  engagement  with 
Covent  Garden.  Hi'ieily,  he  broke  his  engagement  with  the  Drury 
Lano  committee,  and  rHntnodru  <  invent  Garden,  where  he  resumed 
the  part  of  Richard  III.  on  the  25th. 

By  this  breach  of  contract,  which  was  circumstantially  given 
with  his  letters  in  tho  Drury  Lane  playbills,  the  indignation  of  tiie 
public  was  raised  to  such  a  pitch,  that  Covent  Garden  Theatre, 
where  before,  he  had  played  to  scant  audiences,  was  uowfilled  with 
persons  exasperated  against  him.  The  tumult  was  so  great,  that 
not  a  word  of  the  play  was  heard.  The  house  was  again  filled  on 
March  the  1st  to  the  same  [jlay,  and  with  tho  same  result.  Apolo- 
gies and  appeals,  which  could  not;  be  heard  in  the  theatre,  were 
made  in  the  playbills,  and  at  length  silemv  uas  obtained,  but  from 
comparatively  deserted  benches.  With  the  subsidence  of  "the 
row "  the  attraction  diminished.  The  Drury  Lane  committee 
brought  an  action  against  Booth  and  the  Covent  Garden  managers, 
but  afterwards  dropped  it.  Kean  wrote  a  letter  to  the  papers, 
stating  that  "Tho  Wolves  "  club  no  longer  existed— a  proof  it  had 
existed — and  so  the  squabble  ended.  But  tho  Covent  Garden 
managers,  hoping  still  to  draw  some  profit  from  the  notoriety  it 
had  given  birth  tn,  det-Tmiiied  In  push  their  experiment  with  Booth 
to  the  utmost.  Sir  Giles  Overreach  (in  which  Kean  had  mado 
quite  a  sensation)  was  his  second  part,  in  the  last  scene  of  which  be 
resorted  to  amanceuvre  which  was  severe]  y  commented  upon.  One 
of  the  attendants  who  held  him  was  furnished  with  a  sponge  filled 
■with  blood(rose  pink),  which  ho,  uw-cn  by  the  audience,  squeezed 
into  his  mouth  to  convey  the  idea  otitis  having  burst  a  blood-vessel. 
It  is  not  by  such  moans  as  these  that  the  dramatic  poet  is  to  find 
support  from  the  artist.  Persisting,  in  the  theatrical  phrase,  in 
trying  to  "keep  him  up,"  the  managers  gave  Booth  Sir  Edward 
Mortimer,  Posihnums  in  '  I jymhelir.c.'  and  FiUharding  in  Tobin's 

I  day  of '  The  Curfew.'  It  would  scarcely  be  expected  that  I  should 
ook  with  much  complacency  on  the  preference  they  showed, 
though  little  or  no  advance  resulted  in  the  public  estimation  from 
their  policy.*  In  'The  Curfew'  I  volunteered  to  act  the  part  of 
Bobert,  in  which  is  one  scone  of  considerable  power,  and  its  effect 
answered  my  expectations.  But  now  came  on  a  trial  to  submit  to 
which  required  all  my  ner\  e  and  power  of  endurance.  A  new  play, 
called  'The  Conquest  of  Tarant.o,  or  St.  Clara's  Eve,'  written  by 
Ditnond,  was  read  in  the  manager's  room.  An  original  part,  is 
justly  considered  (as  liemble  before  me,  and  as  I  myself  in  'The 
*  Morning  Herald  en  '  The  Curfew.'—  Boat!:.— "That  the  gentleman  does 
possess  some  talent  m  Unvc  a]  rend y  i'\p;i-.n,::i  our  belief;  bat  that  it  is  not  of 
that  ei tent  which  his  friends  would  have  as  imagine  the  public  yoke  has 
more  than  once  unequivocally  declared." 
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Slave'  Lad  already  proved) of  the  greatest  service  to  an  actor; 
and  tlie  hero  of  this  piece.  liinaldo,  with  tlie  hope  and  purpose  of 
establishing  Idtn  (irmly  in  tlie  highest  favour  villi  the  public,  was 
allotted  to  Booth.  Young  bad,  of  course,  a  very  prominent  cha- 
racter, Egertou  an  important  one;  Miss  Stephens,  Sinclair,  <Src, 
were  among  the  drarr<o.ti.s  persona'.  A  part  called  Yalentio  was 
forced  upon  me,  the  managers  refusing  to  accept  the  forfeit,  thirty 
pounds,  which  I  would  willingly  have  paid  fur  my  release.  There 
was  scarcely  a  lino  of  passion  in  it—  one  of  the  meanest,  most 
despicable  villains  that  a  romancer's  invention  ever  teemed  with. 
I  looked  on  myself  as  inevitably  ruined  by  the  exposure  to  such  a 
degradation.  But  there  was  no  redress,  no  escape.  I  could  not,  ' 
sensitive  and  indiscreet  as  I  was,  suppress  at  the  rehearsals  ex- 
pression of  the  bitterness  T  felt,  and  was  unwisely  stung  to  anger 
by  Mr.  Booth's  sneering  observation  one  morning,  "  I  think  your 
part  is  as  good  as  mine."  ""Will  you  change  with  me?"  was  my 
reply,    sufficiently    answered   by   his   significant   and   triumphant 

The  day  of  representation  came  on,  and  I  went  from  the  re- 
hearsal to  my  lodgings  sick  with  nervousness  and  apprehension, 
where  I  lay  down  to  steady  my  nerves  and  prepare  myself  for  the 
disapprobation  that  already  seemed  to  ring  in  my  ears.  Tho  play 
proceeded  rather  tamely  to  the  second  at: I,  in  which  Young  roused 
the  audience  by  his  splendid  declamation.  From  (hat  point  it 
flagged  in  interest  (lloolli  making  no  impression),  and  was  indeed 
drooping,  when  his  greatest  scene  came  on.  This  was  in  the 
last  act,  in  which  he  had  to  relate  in  frantic  rage  to  Yalentio, 
his  pretended  friend,  tlie  treachery  that  lied  been  practised  on  him, 
with  denunciations  of  the  act,  and  of  I  lie  unknown  villain  (Valentio) 
who  had  so  basely  ensnared  him.  Here  was  the  anticipated  climax 
of  his  triumph  ;  tint  the  interest  of  Hie  scene  took  altogether  a 
contrary  direction.  The  agitation  of  the  traitor,  as  with  averted 
face  he  stood  shuddering  under  tho  imprecations  of  his  guilt,  and 
the  expression  of  his  shame  and  remorse,  so  completely  engrossed 
attention  and  excited  the  spectators,  that  loud  and  frequent 
applauses  broke  forth,  interrupting  and  drowning  the  concluding 
words  of  Rinaldo's  speeela.s,  so  that  the  effect  of  the  dialogue  was 
directly  the  reverse  of  what  the  author  had  intended  and  tho 
managers  expected.*  Willi  the  failure  of  this  play,  which  was 
acted  only  a  few  nights,  the  attempt  to  give  prominence  to 
Booth  was  abandoned,  ho  only  appearing  (nor  times  more  during 
the  remainder  of  the  season. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  the  event  in  this  instance  should  so 
utterly  have  defeated  expectation:  but  from  the  many  oppor- 
tunities subsequently  afforded  me  of  testing  the  fallibility  of  opinion 

*  Morning  Herald  en  '  The  Cuniptixt  of  T.irmio.'— "There  were  smno  good 
srciujs,  iinrtkuliirly  ci>?  between  Mr.  IhiiTraJy  su'i  Mr.  liciitii,  which  pivibubly 
b.iv&I  tlie  piece-.  Mr.  Maf ready's  acting  via.-,  extiilkot  1lire-..;diout,  an  J  mainly 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  piece." 


w«  Google 


108  fflacreadij'a  Reminiscences.  Chap,  X. 

in  these  cases,  the  conclusion  has  been  forced  upon  mo  that  tho 
most  experienced  judges  cannot  with  certain !y  predict  tho  effect  in 
represent alien  of  plays  which  they  may  hear  road,  or  even  see 
rehearsed.  Some  latent  woakne-s,  some 'deficient  link  in  the  chain 
of  interest,  imperceptible  till  in  actual  presence,  will  oftentimes 
balk  hopes  apparently  based  on  the  firmest  principles,  and  baffle 
judgments  respected  as  oracular. 


CHAPTEE  X. 

1817. — First  aenuainhoie'1  with  Pithanl  Lalor  Klu'il— ITis  appearance  and  con- 
VCTsation— '  The  Ajmstiit';' — Maeren.:!y  ;is  IVseam— Imjiurtaiieu  of  actio" 
:il,  riilicnrsal— laKwi;;  Tieek'.-.  fi;>:ni(.ii  of  Macreauy  -Jolin  Kcinble's  last 
nigtits— l'L(!iii>[>sar;int;i;  of  Mrs.  Sid-.i,:-ns  for  his  uemliit  -  K"cnibli '^  last  p,a- 
fui-niau™  of  Macb<:ih— Talma  present  ■  Ki'iuoie'.s  pieae:^  anj  T^.i'iiiijs  us  an 
artist — Dinner  to  Talma  :,t  the  Cla.a'tidon  Hotel. 

Tins  unlooked-for  result  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  acted  as  a  lesson 
teaching  me  for  the  future  confidence  in  tho  ultimate  triumph  of 
careful  and  honest  study  ;  but,  not  enjoying  the  advantage  of  a 
very  sanguine  temperament,  my  spirits'  had  begun  to  give  way  in 

contemplating  the  impediments  already  intorpnsed  to  my  attain- 
ment of  the  highest  rank;  and  in  speculating  on  the  adverse 
chances  that  might  further  arise,  J.  began  to  cast,  about  my  thou'dits 
inquest  of  seme  ether  mode  of  life  less  subject  to  those  alternations 
of  hope  and  dejection  which -o  frequently  and  so  pain  fully  acted  upon 
my  temper.  Still  my  resolution  never  wavered  to  do,  as  far  as  in 
me  lay,  the  best  in  whatever  was  to  be  done,  and  an  occasion  soon 
arose  to  put  my  firmness  to  the  test.  "A  call"  was  sent  me  to 
attend  tho  reading  of  a  now  tragedy.  The  author  was  Eichard 
.Shiel,  a  young  briefless  Irish  banister,  recently  married  to  a  very 
pretty  woman,  nieco  of  the  Irish  Master  of  the  Kolls.  No  one 
could  look  at  Shiel,  and  not  be  struck  with  bis  singular  physio- 
gnomy. A  quick  sense  of  the  humorous  and  a  lively  fancy  gave 
constant  animation  folds  features,  which  were  remarkable  for  tin  ir 
flexibility.  His  chin  projected  rather  sharply,  and  his  mouth 
was  much  indrawn.  The  pallor  of  his  sunken  cheek  suggested  a 
weakness  of  constitulion,  but  lent  additional  lustre  to  Ids  large, 
deep-set  eyes,  that  shone  out  with  expression  from  underneath  .his 
massive  overhanging  brow.  His  conversation  was  most  dtlHitt'ul 
richly  Btorcd  US  his  mind  was  with  the  literature  of  many  tongue-,' 
and  teeming  with  the  original  conceptions  of  a.  very  fertile  itna^ina'- 
tion.  It  was  at.  the  chambers  of  our  mutual  friend  Wallace,  in  the 
Temple,  that  1  made  his  acquaintance,  which  soon  ripened  into  a 
friendship  that  continued  unbroken  n>  his  death.  With  his  dramatic 
successes  my  own  fortunes  became  in  some  measure  identified ; 
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but  it  was  not-  with  less  interest  that  I  watched  hi*  upward  pro- 
Cress  from  hjs  spirit -.-.tinlng  ;<p]icals  in  the  Catholic  Association 
in  behalf  of  his  disqualifr^  com  l  ley  men  to  his  frequent  displays  of 
eloquence  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  his  eventual  participation 
in  the  offices  of  our  government. 

Young,  Charles  Kcmhle,  Miss  O'Neill  (who  tool;  a  great  interest 
in  the  author),  si  ml  others,  with  in;  sell,  root  in  the  manager's  room 
to  near  him  read  his  play,  'The  Apostate.'  The  peculiarity  of  his, 
appearance,  regardless  as  ho  was  of  the  niceties  of  dress,  together 
with  his  harsh,  shrill  voice,  caused  several  of  his  auditors  at  first 
to  cast  furtive  glances  from  one  io  the  other  significant  of  no  very 
high  expectation  :  hut.  his  iniense  earnestness  and  impassioned  de- 
livery soon  riveted  attention,  and  all  were  presently  absorbed  in  the 
progress  of  the  scenes.  Applause  followed  their  close;  and  as  the 
written  parts  were  distributed  to  their  several  representatives, 
my  forebodings  were  verified  when  the  MS.  of  f'escara  was  put 
into  my  hands.  Ho  urn  fully  and  despondently  I  received  it, 
Cliar.lcs  KeuihleVeiin.-.'ilalina  ferine  in  the  green-room  was,  "  "Why, 
William,  It  is  no  doubt  a  disagreeable  part,  but  there  is  passion  in 
it."  Which  being  true,  there  was  nothing  for  me  but  to  think  how 
to  work  it  out  with  the  most  powerful  effect,  and  to  work  I  went 
upon  it.  with  my  usual  determination. 

It  was  the  custom  of  the  London  actors,  especially  the  leading 
ones,  to  do  little  more  at  rehearsals  than  read  or  repeat  the  worda 
of  their  parts,  marking  on  them  their  fin  ranees  and  exits,  as  settled 
by  the  stage- manager,  and  their  respective  places  on  the  stage. 
To  make  any  display  of  passion  or  energy  would  be  to  expose  one- 
self to  the  ridicule  or  sneers  of  the,  green-room,  and  few  could  be; 
more  morbidly  sensitive  to  this  than  myself.  Hut  the  difficulty  of 
attaining  before  an  audience  perfect  sell-possession,  which  only' 
practice  can  give,  made  too  resolve  to  rehearse  with  the  same 
earnestness  as  1  would  act ;  reasoning  with  myself  that  if  practice 
was  of  the  value  attributed  to  it,  this  would  be  a  mode  of  multiply- 
ing its  opportunities,  of  proving  the  dlrot  of  my  performance,  and 
of  putting  myself  so  inncli  at  ease  in  all  I  might  intend  to  do  that 
the  customary  nervousness  of  a  first  night  would  fail  to  disturb  or 
prevent  the  full  development  of  my  conceptions.  Upon  making  the 
experiment  I  may  ipiote  llrydeu's  line,  '•  "J'is  easy  said,  but  oh! 
how  hardly  tried  !"  I  found  it.nnto.li  more  difficult,  to  force  myself 
to  act  in  the  morning  with  the  cold  responses  ami  composed  looks 
of  "Miss  O'Xeill,  Young,  and  the  rest,  than  at  night  before  the  most 
crowded  auditory,  frequently  in  after-years  when  I  have  given 
certain  directions  to  actors  rehearsing,  the  answer  has  been,  "  Sir, 
I  never  can  act  at  rehearsal,  but.  f  will  do  it  at  night."  To  which 
I  had  only  one  reply,  "  Sir,  if  you  cannot  do  it  in  the  morning,  you 
cannot  do  it  at  night:  you  mast:  Ihen  do  soinelhing  because  you 
must  go  on,  but  what  you  cannot  do  now,  or  cannot  learn  to  do, 
you  will  not  be  more  able  to  do  then."  The  task  I  found  a  very 
liwd  <-ii. ,  l.tit  I  f-iyl.t  tro  ■  -.-mlK  n^unM  my  ■■■i-  ■  •••■  '■■■■'■■,  *ji<1 
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wont  doggedly  to  it,  "Ry  this  moans  I  acquired  more  ease  in 
passing  through  the  varieties  of  passioa,  eonfiraiiog. myself  in  tlie 
habit  of  acting  to  the  .scone  alone,  and,  as  it  wens,  ignoring  the 
presence  of  an  audience,  and  thus  came  to  wield  at  will  what  force 
or  pathos  1  viiB  master  of. 

Our  rehearsals,  now  my  roguhir  sehool  of  practice,  brought  us  to 
the  night  oE  the  play's  representation,  Slay  Hid,  to  which  I  went 
with  fear  and  trembling ;  but  I  knew  what  I  had  to  do,  and  I 
did  it.  The  tragedy  obtained  a  complete  success.  Young  acted 
admirably  the  old  .Moor  Plaice;  Charles  Kendile  was  spirited, 
chivalrous,  and  gallant  in  Hemeya ;  and  Miss  O'Neill,  beautiful  in 
Florinda.  In  her  apology  for  her  love  of  Hemeya  the  words 
seemed  to  flow  in  music  from  her  chiselled  lips.  It  was  tho 
perfection  of  elocution.  In  the  fourth  act  her  efforts  to  save  her 
lover,  and  her  recoil  ol horror  from  the  proposals  of  Fescara,  raised 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  audience  to  a  tumult  of  applause,  and  the 
act-drop  fell  amidst  the  acclamations  ol"  the  whole  house.  The 
character  of  1'escara  tended  to  improve  my  position  with  the 
critical  portion  of  I  ho  playgoing  public,  but.  in  its  extreme  odious- 
ness  rather  prejudiced  me  with  the  generality.*  At  a  later  period 
a  testimony  was  afforded  me,  in  tho  opinion  of  the  illustrious 
Ludwig  Tied;,  which  more  than  compensated  me  for  the  pains  I 
had  taken  and  the  anxiety  I  had  undergone.  In  his  'Letters  on 
the  English  Drama,'  in  1817,  be  records  the  impression  produced 
on  him  by  this  performance.  In  remarking  upon  it  he  says, "  This 
villain  was  admirably  represented,  and  was  indeed  so  vehement, 
truthful,  and  powerful  a  personation,  that  .for  the  first  time  since 
my  arrival  in  England  I  felt  myself  recalled  to  the  best  days  of 
German  acting.     If  the-  young  man  continues  in  this  jstglc,  he  will 

gofer."  v "     --— -  ..■ — 

Rem  bio's  last  nights  were  now  drawing  to  a  close,  but  not  an- 
swering the  manager's  expectation  of  their  attraction,  were  given 
for  benefits  to  those  performers  who  eltuse  to  pay  their  extra  price. 
He  acted  Hotspur  lor  Young,  .iunebeth  for  fharles  Remblc,  the 
Stranger  for  Miss  O"\oi!l,  Itaail.it  fur  Miss  Stephens,  "Wolsey  for 
Farley,  and  Fenruddock  for  lilanehard.  I.  sn.w  him  in  Hotspur, 
Macbeth,  tho  Stranger,  Ham'et,  Wolsey,  Brutus,  Oetavian,  King 
John,  Lord  Townley,  and  Ooriolanus.  Of  these  I  gave  tho  preference 
to  King  John,  Wolsey,  the  Stranger,  Brutus,  and  his  peerless 
Coriolanus.  On  his  last  performance  of  ^bi.olielh,  "Mrs.  Hiddons 
waTiYIiTileod  lo  veappoar  for  her  brother  dairies  .Kcmble's  benefit. 
The  theatre  was  crowded.  Tho  musicians  were  ejected  from  the 
*  From  tin  Mvrnin,/  Tfa'::lL  ?.r<;>/  5lh,  an.  '  The  A/'ozLite.'— " The  author 
must  feel  much  i nil id, ted  to  Mr.  Maiica-dy  far  I- J i . j  bold  ;mJ  masterly  style  i:> 
whieh  he  represented  Count  Pescar.-i.  lb'  w;;s  p.i vt i..::l ;-.j]y  happy  in  tlie 
severe  irony  which  const  i  tut,;;;  ;i  ]oouiinout.  f.'iturs  of  tbis  tyrant;  and  when 
his  indignation  was  aroused,  and  he  could  no  lonier  mucoid  the  passion! 
which  were  eon-uuiiai:  liis  hear',  his  ddirery  was  rapid,  fervent,  ami  im- 
pressive.    He  lijokeJ  (he  cLinicler  completely." 
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orchestra,  which  was  filled  with  sen  I?  for  spec'iitot's,  among  whom 
was  Talma  himself,  then  on  a  visit  to  England.  As  a  very  great 
favour  Charles  Kemble  pave  me  a  place  in  (lie  fluid  circle.  Im- 
mense applause  greeted  the  entrance  of  fhe  Queen  of  Tragedy,  the 
unrivalled  Sidchnis,  as  7j;u1,v  Aho/bcth.  It  was  indeed  51  rs.  Siddons 
in  person,  but  no  Ion  g.-  .r  the  31  r>.  Siddons  on  whose  every  look  and 
accent  enraptured  crowds  would  hansr  breathless  with  delight  and 
astonishment — who  lent  to  dramatic  poetry  pathos  and  power 
beyond  what  the  autlini;  himself  could  have-  conceived.  Years  had 
done  their  work,  and  (hose  who  had  seen  in  her  impersonations  the 
highest  "  glories  of  her  art "  now  felt  regret  that  she  should  have 
been  prevailed  on  to  leave  her  honoured  retirement,  and  force  a 
comparison  between  the  grandeur  of  the  past  and  the  feeble 
present.  It  was"  not  a  performance,  bur  a  mere  repetition  of  the 
poet's  "text,     no  flash,  no  Mlth  of  her  pristine  all  subduing  genius  ! 

Through  the  whole  first,  lour  acts  the  play  moved  heavily  on: 
Kemble  correct,  tame,  and  ellectivo  ;  but  in  the  fifth,  when  the 
news  was  brought,  "The  queen,  my  lord,  is  dead,"  he  seemed 
struck  to  the  heart;  gradually  cohceting  himself,  he  sighed  out, 
"She  should  have  died  herealter  !''  then,  as  if  with  the  inspiration 
of  despair,  he  hurried  out,  distinctly  and  pathetically,  the  lines: 

"To-morrow,  ami  to-morrow,  anil  to-morrow 
Creeps  in  this  pcttr  paeu  from  day  to  day, 
To  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time, 
Anil  all  our  yesterdays  iiavo  lighted  fools 
Tlio  way  In  dusty  dsiith.     Out,  eat,  brii'i"  r.wv.V.i: ! 
Life's  but  a  walking  shadow  ;  a  poor  player 
That  struts  and  iVc'la  his  ln.ur  i;pnn  the  slage, 
And  then  is  heard  no  more  :  it  is  a  talc 
Told  by  an  idiot,  full  of  sound  and  fury, 
Signifying  nothing,''— 

rising  to  a  climax  of  desperation  that  brought  down  the  enthu- 
siastic cheers  of  the  closely -packed  theatre.  All  at  once  he  seemed 
carried  away  by  the  genius  of  the  scene.  At  the  tidings  of  "the 
wood  of  Birnam  moving,7'  he  staggered,  as  if  the  shock  had  struck 
the  very  seat  of  life,  and  in  the  bewilderment  of  fear  and  rage 
could  just  ejaculate  the  words  "Liar  and  slave:"  then  lashing 
himself  into  a  slate  of  frantic  rage,  on  tied  the  scene  in  perfect 
triumph.  His  shrinking  from  Macduif  when  the  charm  on  wliich 
his  life  hung  was  broken  by  the  declaration  that  hi.-,  antagonist,  was 
"not  of  woman  born  "  was  a  masterly  siroke  of  art;  his  subse- 
quent delianee  was  most  heroic  :  and  at  his  death  Charles  Kemble 
received  him  in  bis  arms,  and  laid  him  gently  on  the  ground,  his 
physical  powers  being  unequal  to  further  effort. 

The  language  of  criticism  is  frequently  dogmatic,  exacting  defe- 
rence from  the  authoritative  tone  it  assumes,  sometimes  without  the 
needful  preliminary  applied  I  ion  to  the  subject  of  which  it  treats. 
It  was  said  by  no  ineompelenf  jndgo,  "  Dupietore,  sculpt  ore,  fictere, 
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nisi  artifex,  judicarc  nan  potest."*  J!ut  this  <>£>iuJim,  as  applied  to 
the  tlieatrii-;il  art,  is  repadiatcd  by  many ;  anil,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  it  is  held  by  some  writers  in  England  (though  not  in 
France),  that  no  particular  study  is  requisite  to  make  a  critic  or 
connoisseur  of  "  acting."  I  have  boon  led  by  observation  to  think 
differently  ;  but,  although  my  active  life  iias  been  chiefly  devoted 
to  the  study  of  poetry  find  jil.iy intr,  I  mate  no  pretension  to  the 
critic's  chair;  and  in  trying  to  describe  with  accuracy  what  was 
palpable  to  my  senses,  advance  my  opinions  no  further  than  in 
stating  the  impressions  made  upon  a  very  excitable  temperament 
and  a  very  sensitive  organisation. 

On  the  sum  of  Kcmble's  merits  judgments  differed  :  that  he  was 
a  great  artist  all  allowed.  His  person  was  cast  in  the  heroic 
mould,  and,  as  may  be  seen  in  Linvivnee's  splendid  portraits  of 
him  in  Coriolanus,  Hamlet,  and  Kolla,  reached  (he  most  perfect 
ideal  of  manly  beauty.  But  he  had  serious  disadvantages  (o 
contend  with  in  a  very  disagreeable  voice,  husky  and  nntuneable, 
and  in  a  constitutional  asthma  that  necessitated  a  prolonged  and 
laborious  indraught  of  his  breath,  anl  obliged  him  for  the  sake  of 
distinctness  to  adopt  an  elaborate  mode  of  utterance,  enunciating 
every  letter  in  every  word.  His  limbs  were  not  supple— indeed  his 
stately  bearing  verged  on  stillness;  ami  his  si  vie  move  suited  to  the 
majestic,  the  lofty,  and  the  stern,  titan  the  pathetic,  might  not  in- 
aptly. i:i  re-pret  to  his  movement  on  tins  sliige,  be  termed  statui 
'Airs.  Si'hlon-;,  sparking  of  himio  Beyno]i|s.  the  dramatist,  si 
brother  John  in  his  most  impetuous  bursts  is  always  careful  to 
avoid  any  discomposure  of  Ids  dress  or  deportment;  but  in  the 
whirlwind  of  passioviifjh'sc  all  thought,  of  such  matters:"  and 
this  forge tfulness  of  soft  was  ('tic  of  tlie  (.dements  of  her  surpassing 
power.  The  admission  of  Mrs.  Inchbald,  one  of  Kemble's  most 
ardent  worshippers,  corroborates  the  opinion  very  generally  enter- 
tained of  his  phlegmatic  temperament.  In  the  part  of  Oswyn,  in 
Congreve's  tragedy  of 'The  .Mourning  Bride,'  she  says,  "Garrick 
had  great  spirit  and  fire  in  every  seeao,  but  not  the  lire  of  love. 
Kemble  has  not:  even  the  sparks.  Vet  Kemble  looks  nobly,  majes- 
tically, in  Oswyn,  and  reminds  the,  audience  of  the  lines ; — 
"'.  .  .  tftllpilo, 
Whose  ancient  pillars  rear  their  marble  heads, 

Looking  tranquillity.'"  f 

Tn  all  he  did  the  study  ivas  apparent.  Tin;  :'ars__eelave  artem,"J 
with  all  his  great  talent,  he  did  not  reach  ;  but  he  compelled  the 
respect  and  admiration  where  he  did  not  excite  the  sympathies  of 
his  audience.     His  noble  form  and  stalely  bearing  attracted  and 

*  Ko  one  but  an  an  int.  c:ni  cri:i<:Ue  llir  ivr.As  of  artists.-  -PUn'i,  Ejiist,  i.  10 
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fixed  observation,  and  his  studious  correctness  retained  attention  ; 
but  in  the  torrent  mid  tempest  of  passion  Iks  inul  not  the  sustained 
power  of  Tabna  or  Kean,  but,  like  a  jtcinbrandt.  picture,  his  per- 
formances were  remarkable  for  most  brilliant  effects,  worked  out 
with  wonderful  skill  on  a  sombre  ground,  which  only  a  great 
master  of  his  art  could  have  achieved,  and  of  which  I  have  endea- 
voured to  convey  some  hint  idea  in  my  description  of  scenes  of 
'Cat.o'  and  'Macbeth.'  In  his  management  lie  was  a  strict  dis- 
ciplinarian.  folio  wins:  the  traditional  Theatrical  observances;  and 
the  stage  was  irreatlv  indebted  to  him  for  the  reformation  he 
effected  in  the  barbarous  costume  (Tomans  with  powdered  heads 
and  knee-breeches)  that  was  in  vogue  until  Ids  day. 

Before  I  left  town,  which  I  did  ou  h;n  o  of  absence  previous  to 
the  close  of  tlie  season,  (he  Covcat:  harden  actors  gave  a  sumptuous 
dinner  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel  to  Talma,  to  which  of  course  Kemble 
was  invited.  It  was  intended  ro  lie  a  convivial  aiiair,  and  the  only 
Speech  was  a  short  one  in  English  from  Talma,  expressive  of  his 
sense  of  the  nattering  ar,vuii"ns  paid  him.  ami  of  the  gratification 
lie  felt  in  participating  with  Ids  esteemed  IViciid  Kemble  in  the 
pleasure  of  such  a  meeting.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Kemble 
sent,  by  a  waiter,  to  ask  me  to  drink  wine  with  him,  which  Charles 
Kemble,  who  was  my  nest  neighbour,  hearing,  observed  to  me, 
"  You  may  think  very  little,  "William,  of  this  us  a  compliment,  but 
I  assure  you  it  is  a  great  thai  for  my  brother."  Kemhle's  general 
manner  was  cold  and  austere,  and  he  wase.o-.sid.Ti  d  in  the  theatre 
to  be  proud  and  imperious.  I  therefore  felt  it  to  be  very  kind  and 
complimentary  In  the  company  of  so  many  my  seniors  to  make  so 
young  a  man  an  exception  to  his  general  practice.  My  absence 
irons.  Loudon  prevented  me  from  witnrsHng  his  farewell  perform- 
ance in  'Coriolfiiius,'  and  the  present  at. ion  of  the  testimonial  at  the 
part  in"  dinner  given  to  him  in  Freemasons'  Hall,  to  which  I 
subscribed.  It  'was  on  that  occasion  that  Campbell's  beautiful 
'Valedictory  Stanzas'  were  read  by  Young,  and  on  their  subsequent 
publiealionm  the  papers  many  were  the  voices  that  echoed  the 
line  "Pride  of  the  British  stage!  a  long,  a  last  adieu  !" 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

1817-1818. — A    diplomatic    adventure— Second    London    season — Dumont— 

Wish  to  leave  iiie  sUirj;  »o  to  Oxford,  and  cuter  the  Church  as  a  profession 
—Life  at  a  boar.ioii-buii-'.:— .].!k,cu:;-iu;'.  ..;n  Wordsworth's  poetry — .William 
Whewell  —  A  strange  hc-lory — '  Uet.rihutior.' — Ac  •::[•.  I  cut  in  Lsie  green- 
room —  Brother  sails  for  India  — .Ilia  character — '•  lie  I)  Roy'  — Soanet 
by  Bari'V  Cnrtmall  0;i:lrlfs  [.leva-  Introduction  to  Chs.rlea.  Lamb  and 
'J'all'mmL-Sbeil's  '  Bahimira  '-Tile  'Cislle  of  Pal  azu  '—Miss  O'Keill  in 
Lady  KandoljJ) — 'Cv  ruin;  line  '  —  CI  me  of  the  Loudon  season. 

My  summer  was  passed  in  tiding,  among  others,  my  new  London 
characters,  Mentevole,  (iaiobia,  Valentin,  anil  1'escara,  at  my 
father's  theatre:?  in  Newcastle,  llerwiek,  Carlisle,  Dumfries,  and 
Whitehaven.  These  engagements,  unhappily  did  not  pass  off 
without  disagreements  between  my  father  ajid  myself,  for  which, 
although  with  indisputably  j n?t  grounds  of  complaint,  I  am  now 
disposed  to  blame  myself  in  not  extending-  a  more  indulgent  con- 
sideration for  the  modes  of  reasoning  and  judging  upon  which 
he  acted.  Somo  weeks  of  leisure  were  spent  at  my  old  favourito 
resort,  Holy  Island,  and  with  my  sisters  at  a  little-  tishing  village  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Tweed,  whence  we  made  excursions  among 
the  Cheviots,  and  to  Wark,  Norham,  and  other  places  of  historical 
and  legendary  interest.  From  Whitehaven  I  made  a  trip  in.  the 
weekly  packet  to  tJio  Isle  of  Man,  where  I  spent  three  days, 
visiting  Douglas,  i'eel.  t'asili.ion,  surveying  the  Tynwald  Mount, 
whence  the  laws  of  I  ho  island  are  proclaimed,  and  other  spots 
inviling  the  traveller's,  curiosity,  l'rotn  Carlisle,  where  I  parted 
with  my  father,  having  happily  accommodated  our  differences,  I 
proceeded™  route  to  London,  as  fur  as  Manchester.  On  the  road 
I  fell  into  conversation  with  one  of  the  coach  passengers,  a  very 
gentlemanlike  young  man.  The  freemasonry  of  youth  and  youth, 
fill  spirit  is  quick  in  establishing  acquaintanee,  ai.ti  as  we  met  and 
messed  together  in  the  sa;t;o  oolr'ee-rooni  at  the  ilridgewater  Arms 
Hotel,  ho  very  soon  gave  me  his  confidence,  and  requested  my 
services  in  the  discharge  of  rather  a.  Ucliea.fe  embassy.  He  held 
a  commission  in  the  insurgent  force  of  one  of  the  South  American 
Spanish  colonies,  and  was  about,  to  embark  for  the  New  World. 
But  he  had  eoulraetrd  an  .■ripmcuietir  with  a  young  lady,  who, 
against  her  guardian's  wishes,  had  promised  him  her  hand,  and 
they  had  since  prevailed  with  her  to  revoke  her  given  word. 
The  blank  this  made  in  the  picture  which  his  too  credulous  fancy- 
had  painted  of  something  dear  to  cling  to  and  strive  for  in  his 
desperato  enterprise,  was  naturally  dispiriting  aad  mortifying  to 
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him.    The   voyage  to  the   Pacific  would  Lave   been  to   him  ( 
pleasure  excursion  with  the  [mot's  song  upon  his  lips  : 


Mine  through  tempests,  storms,  and  snows. 
Seasons  may  roll, 
Bnt  the  true  soul 

Burns  the  same  where'er  it  goes." 

And  he  eould  confront  danger,  so  he  supposed,  with  still  move 
ardent  hope  and  more  resolute  confidence  possessed  other;  hut  to 
forego  the  promise  of  that  sustaining  .solace  in  trials  and  partner  in 
bis  successes  lio  could  no*  bring  down  his  sanguine  spirit.  The 
fickle  fair  one  lived  with  her  relations  in  Manchester,  and  his 
earnest  request  to  me  was  that  T  would  bo  the  bearer  of  a  letter  to 
her,  and  deliver  it  inlo  her  hand.  My  representations  as  to  the 
awkwardness  of  such  a  charge  being  doiegaW  to  a  person  a 
stranger  to  all  parties  were  overruled  ;  it.  was  his  last  hope,  and, 
although  desperate,  it  would  be  a  consolation  to  him  to  have  it 
tried.  Reasoning  was  vain  against  his  importunity,  and  though 
sympathising  with  him,  it  was  with  reluctance  ilii.it  I  yielded  at 
length  to  his  enlroalics.  He  walked  with  me  to  the  Oxford  Road, 
and  pointed  out.  the  house  to  mo.  'With  the  best  face  I  could  put 
on  I  went  on  my  strange  errand,  and  inquiring  for  the  young  lady, 
was  ushered  into  the  awful  presence-  of  an  aunt.  Aunts,  from 
Mrs.  Malaprop  downwards,  are  usually  regarded  by  young  people 
in  the  condition  of  my  friend  as  formidable  as  she-dragons.  I  was 
somewhat  taken  aback  by  Iter  severe  physiognomy  ;  hut  calling 
to  my  aid  my  most  bland  and  conciliatory  airs  and  most  per- 
suasive maimer  of  address,  T  explained  the  purpose  of  my  visit, 
and  pleaded  the  cause  of  my  client  so  effectually  that  she  at  last 
allowed  the  young  lady,  who  enlcrcd  all  pale  and  trembling,  to  be 
introduced.  Jn  her  name  a  posit  mi  refusal  to  see  her  disappointed 
lover  was  given,  which  she  did  not  contradict ;  but  she  was 
permitted  lo  receive  the  letter  with  which  I  was  charged,  which 
accordingly  I  placed  in  her  hand,  and  with  the  best  bow  I  could 
make  took  my  leave.  The'  baiT'.n  ismo  of  n'v  diplomacy  I  reported 
to  my  friend,  who  was  waiting  at.  some  lit  lie  distance  in  a  state  of 
great  anxiety,  lie  was  a  line  young  fellow,  and  I  regretted  in 
parting  with  him  to  think  that  T  should  most  likely  never  see  him 
again.  But  we  had  our  separate  routes  :  the  dreary  and  unhopeful 
prospect  of  my  theatrical  career  lay  before;  me,  and  lie  went  on  his 
way  to  leave  probably  his  hones  on  seme  unrecorded  battle-field  in 
Bolivia  or  Peru. 

At  Rugby  I  met  my  brother  Edward,  who  bail  conveyed  our 
sisters  there,  and,  leaving  them  on  a  visit  with  our  friend  and 
relation  Iiirch,  we  tool;  our  places  oulside  the  coac'i  for  London. 
It  seems  very  strange  now  to  me,  and  T  cannot  well  account  for 
my  improvidence,  in  remembering  that  we  had  not  the  price  of  our 
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dinners  in  our  pockets,  and  that  we  walked  on  before  the  coach, 
staying  our  hunger  with  biscuits,  and  keeping  up  our  spirits  by 
laughing  at.  the  straits  to  which  we,  were  reduced.  I  was  indeed 
the  getieral  paymaster ;  but  'I  have  since  been  made  sensible  that 
the  state  of  my  alfairs  ought  to  have  been  very  different.  That 
great  and  important  worldly  lesson,  the  value  of  money,  I  had  not 
been  taught— certainly  I  had  not  learned ;  a  lesson  on  which  in 
after-life-  I  have  often  most,  painfully  reflected,  the  neglect  of  it 
having  on  many  occasion.-;  prevented  me  from  doing  all  I.  might 
have  done,  with  the  very  abundant:  receipts  so  frequently  at  my 
command.  A  lifelong;  scif-ivproa.eh  i-  prepared  for  the  youth  who 
is-not  early  indoctrinated  in  the  principle  iiml  habits  of  a  liberal 
economy.  To  restrict  expenditure  to  the  half  of  an  income  will 
make  a  man  independent,  to  limit  it  to  a  third  will  make  him  rich : 
and  where  is  the  merit  of  generosity,  or  even  charity,  if  not 
practised  at  I  be  cost,  of  some  self-denial '.'  The  want  of  discretion 
in  parting  with  my  money  was  with  me  an  early  fault  too  long 
uncorrected,  and  might  have  proved  more  prejudicial  to  me  through 
life  than  it  has  done,  but  for  two  conservative  principles  that  my 
father's  continual  reiteration  had  rooted  in  my  mind:  a  dread  of 
debt,  and  a  horror  of  gaming. 

On  reaching  London  after  a  few  days  we  fonnd  very  good 
accommodation  in  a  handsome  first  floor  at  a  boarding-house  in 
Soho  Square,  kept  by  a  Dr.  Barber,  the  master  of  what  still  re- 
tained the  name  of  Soho  School.  Here,  with  my  brother  as  my 
guest,  my  salary  left  me  a  suilieieiif  surplus.,  and  I  entered  on  my 
second  London  season.  What,  were  my  feelings  and  my  prospects? 
There  was  nothing  bright  in  the  prospect  bo  fore  me,  and  my  spirits, 
could  not  always  bear  up  against  the  pressure  on  them.  No  gleam 
of  promise  appeared  to  me  in  the  future  to  inspire  my  exertions,  or 
to  relieve  what  under  s.neh  depre>>ion  C  felt,  to  be  (he  drudgery  of 
my  employment.  My  dis-sati-faeiion  with  my  position  was  not 
lessened  by  the  species  of  charae.:  or  imposed  on  mc  in  the  beginning 
of  this  season.  Indeed  my  pride  was  stung  to  tho  quick  by  a 
summons  to  the  reading  of  a  melodramatic  after  piece,  in  which  I 
was  to  appear.  As  I  now  look  back  on  these  earlier  days  I  cannot 
but  perceive  how  much  I  was  the  author  of  my  own  disquietude, 
what  a  world  of  annoyance  I  might  have  spared  myself  by  calmly 
digesting  these  fancied  indignities,  regarding  them  as  the  trifles 
they  really  were.  But"trilles  light  as  air  "  are  constantly  mag- 
nified by  tho  actor  jealous  of  bis  reputation,  and  in  consequence 
often  unreasonably  captious,  into  grave  injustices.  The  piece  was  n 
translation  by  lieyuolds,  as  bald  and  bad  as  it  well  could  be.  My 
mortification  was  great,  but  my  rule  held  good  "  to  do  in  the  best 
manner  whatever  was  to  lie  done."  Ifr.  Varley,  the-  melodramatic 
director,  wanted  to  teach  me  how  to  play  the  part,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  let  him  understand  that  "  if  I  did  it,  it  must  be  in  my 
own  way."  The  melodrama,  was  called  'The  lather  and  his 
Children/  my  part  Dumont;  and  I  had  so  far  satisfaction  in  its 
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performance,  October  the  ^Tiiii  (1S17).  ilia!  the  opplause  and  tears 
of  the  audience  gave  evidence  of  my  ability  to  take  higher  ground 
than  to  be  the  exponent  and  apologist  of  such  trash. 

I  now  began  seriously  lo  mediiate  tome  mode  of  escape  from 
this  distasteful  and  unpromising  pursuit,  and  exchange  it  for  one 
of  greater  utility,  which  would  bi-jrifr  jm-  more  content.  The  only 
condition  that  could  reconcile  mo  to  !he  profession  T  had  adopted 
was  to  hold  its  highest,  walks,  ami  from  this  present  appearances 
seemed  to  debar  me.  There  was  at  the  same  time  little  conge- 
niality of  taste  or  sentiment  between  the  frequenters  of  tho  green- 
room and  myself,  the  conversation  there  beinggcnerally  of  a  puerile 
and  uninteresting  character,  and  not  un  frequently  objectionable  on 
other  grounds.  I  was  impatient  of  my  position,  and  a  prey  to 
uneasy  and  fretful  apprehensions,  unwisely  "  co.st.ing  the  fashion  of 
uncertain  evils,"  instead  of  resting  my  faith  on  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  resolute  endeavour.  My  wish  was  to  make  the  trial  of  my 
talents  in  some  other  profossic.n,  and  the  Church  offered  me  ap- 
parently facilities  for  tin:  ancnipi.  There  was  little  or  no  doubt 
among  my  old  schoolfellows  (hat  1  could  wiih  cose  tako  my  degree 
at  Oxford  (a  much  loss  arduous  ordeal  then  than  now),  and  a 
friendly  proposal  to  advance  mo  tho  amount  requisite  for  my 
residence  there  seemed  to  open  the  path  directly  for  me.  But 
much  was  to  bo  taken  into  account,  muck  to  be  calculated  before  I 
could  commit  my  soli"  to  so  weighty  an  obligation.  In  the  meantime 
my  duties  had  their  claim  upon  mo.  On  the  occasion  of  Charles 
Kemblc's  illness  the  part  of  Jlnmco  was  sent  to  mo,  and  the  ap- 
plause when  the  curtain  fell  was  so  enthusiastic,  that  Harris  imme- 
diately announced  me  for  ils  repetition  on  liie  following  Monday. 
Tho  fates  were  in  this  instance  adverse;  1  was  confined  to  my 
bed,  and  unable  to  appear. 

My  studies,  in  company  with  my  brother,  of  my  old  school 
classics,  and  of  English  poetry,  employed  much  of  the  leisure  timo 
that  flic  theatre  left  me ;  and  to  ililton,  Thomson,  Pope,  Dry  den, 
and  others,  I  now  added  the  perusal  of  a  poet  whose  works  have 
ever  since  been  constant  companions  of  my  idle  hours.  Tho  com- 
mon table,  at  which  ihc  hoarders  in  the  house,  with  our  chance 
visitors,  assembled,  gave  us  some  agreeable  acquaintances.  One 
evening's  conversation  fixed  itself  in  my  memory :  the  subject  was 
Wordsworth,  against  whom  the  voices  of  all  at* table,  except  one, 
were  upraised;  and  with  the  flippancy  of  youth  and  ignorance  (for 
I  had  not  read  bis  pooms)  \.  joined  in  iho  depreciating  chorus, 
objecting  in  the  spirit  of  tho  Ktlutburnh  Ikvk,.':,  and  quoting  Byron's 
derisive  lines  in  his   dispraise.      The    poet's   champion,  however 

(whoso  name  was  G ,  and  whose  subsequent  history  was  a  most 

lamentable  one),  was  not  to  be  silenced  by  the  arguments  or 
vehemence  of  his  opponents,  fie  tried,  but  in  vain,  to  recall  the 
Sonnet  on  Westminster  ilridge  ;  he  could  do  no  more  than  describe 
it,  repeating  ils  last  grand  line—  '■  And  all  this  mighty  heart  is 
lying  still  I"    The  merit  of  this  was  disputed  contemptuously  by 
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the  rest  of  the  party,  but  on  me  it  made  so  deep  an  Impression  that 
I  purchased  the  poet's  works,  atid.  reading  tlicm,  was  converted 
to  an  enthusiastic  love  of  his  writings,  ever  after  being  eager  to 
acknowledge  my  gratitude  to  him  for  having  made  me  in  some 
respects  a  wiser,  and  excited  iti  me  the  aspiration  to  become  a 
better  man. 

On  another  evening  the  visitors  of  one  of  our  boarders,  a  young 
clergyman  recently  ordained,  dined  with  us.  One  of  them,  a  gentle 
and  ^nelancholy-Iooking  man,  of  very  pleasing  address,  and  with  a 
mind  of  evidently  a  very  superior  stamp,  was  mn-t  engaging  in  the 
modesty  witli  w)ii,-h  1  j  ■  -  advanced  hi*  opinions'-  liis  name  was  Sleigh. 
The  other  was  clownish  in  his  build  and  deportment,  and  brusque 
in  his  manners,  overbearing  and  dogmatic  to  absolute  rudeness  in 
the  supercilious) icss  of  his  remarks  and  his  apparent  contempt  for 
(ho  understandings  of  those  around  him.  He  was  reported  to  havo 
just  taken  his  senior  wrangler's  degree  with  unprecedented  Mat,  ' 
and  quite  answered  to  the  idea  of  one  whose  world  had  been 
limited  to  the  schools  and  quadrangles  of  liis  university.  He  has 
since  deservedly  attained  the  highest  reputation,  and  is  now  the 
Master  of  Trinity.* 

The  usual  dinner-parly  at  Dr.  Barber's,  occasionally  reinforced 
by  the  invited  guests  of  the  hoarders,  consisted  of  theliev.  E.  Reed, 
Mr.  Brabazon,  aii  Irish  gentleman,  the  Doctor  and  his  son,  another 
boarder  whose  name  T  forget,  my  brother,  myself,  and  G— — .  The 
singular  character  and  career  of  this  man  iaunol.  w(  11  pass  unnoticed. 
Possessed  of  an  agreeable  person,  though  with  something  of  an 
Indian  tinge  in  his  completion,  lid  easy  ami  self- confident  address, 
that  placed  him  at  once  on  familiar  terms  with  the  generality  of 
men,  considerable  tact,  and  unfailing  readiness  in  conversation,  ho 
Boon  became  popular  with  his  acquaintance.  He  had  read  much, 
was  a  good  speaker,  extremely  fluent,  and,  by  dint  of  unscrupulous 
effrontery  in  making  liis  assertions,  made  his  reading  tell  for  more 
than  it  was  really  worth.  He  was  richly  piled,  except  in  the 
great  disideratum,  principle.  He  pressed  his  intimacy  on  all,  but 
I  could  never  relax  a  certain  degree  of  reserve  towards  him 
though  in  unavoidably  frequent  communication  with  him.  His 
story,  as  it  subsequently  became  known,  was  a  strange  ono  : 

He  was  a  native  of  New  York,  where  at  the  tsiriy  age  of  fifteen 
or  sixteen  he  had  been  convicted  of  forgery,  and  was  working  as  a 
convict  in  the  streets  of  bis  native  city,  where  lie  was  seen  by  Price, 
the  manager  of  tho  Park  Theatre.  During  the  war  with  England 
lie  contrived  to  make  his  escape,  and,  landing  in  this  country,  he 
found  at  Plymouth  a  compassionate  friend  in  a  Mr.  Ball,  who 
afforded  him  refuge  and  hospitality,  and  after  concealing  him  for 
some  time,  assisted  him  to  evade  the  alien  act,  then  in  force, 
and  reach  London  in  safety.    Here  he  procured  employment  as 
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messenger  on  the  Sln'-rsm-iu  newspaper,  to  which  Mr.  Burdon,  a 
Xnrthumberbind  gentleman  of  large  fortune,  was  a  frequent  con- 
tributor. In  iiis  capacity  of  messenger,  having  one  morning 
brought  Mr,  Em-don  The  proof  sheet  of  a  recent  contribution,  he 
was  questioned  by  Hint  gentleman  on  list;  authorship  of  an  article 
in  the  paper  tiiat  had  particularly  attracted  his  attention.     To  his 

groat  astonishment  G informed  him  that,  the  article  in  question 

was  written  by  himself.  Mr.  Burdon,  one  of  those  romantic 
characters  more  frequently  met  with  in  fief  ion  than  in  real  life, 
adopted  the  youth  into  hi.-;  hitnily,  a-ndoiLioed  him  at  Trinity  College, 
Cambriiige,  with  a  liberal  allowance.  But  his  wayward  disposition 
counteracted  the  intent  Eon  =  of  his  benefactor.  His  extravagance 
obliged,  him  to  quit  Trinity  College  for  Emmanuel,  and  his  haughty 
and  insolent  assumption  in  Mr.  Burden's  house  became  intolerable 
to  the  family.  Still,  in  pursuance  of  his  wish  to  advance  him  in 
lifo,  Mr.  Burdon  gave  him  a  set  of  chambers  in  the  Temple,  with' 
adequate  means  to  eon  t  lime  his  studies  for  the  Bar.  But  ho  ceased 
to  occupy  them  during  the  winter  of  1817,  and  became  a  lodger 
and  boarder  at  Dr.  Barber's.  It  was  hero  we  became  acquainted. 
He  made  many,  and  some  wry  good,  acquaintances,  but  his  life  in 
London  was  a  course  of  irregularities.  .His  visits  to  gambling- 
bouses,  the  hells  of  >t.  James's,  were  frequent.,  and  often  replenished 
his  failing  purse.  For  such  a  character  to  was  extraordinarily 
communicative.  One  day,  in  an  unusually  grave  in  nod,  he  abruptly 
addressed  me  :  "  Macready.  my  patron,  is  dead.  Ho  sent  for  me 
yesterday,  and  I  saw  him  in  his  bed.  He  told  me  he  had  left  mo 
one  hundred  pounds,  and  said,  '  1  hoped  to  have  lived  to  have  seen 
you  a  great  and  good  man:  T  shall  not  live;  and  if  I  did,  I  should 
not  see  you  cither  great  or  good.'" 

With  the  £100  bequeathed  to  him,  and  with  what  else  he  could 

collect,  G set  out  forAixla-ChapelJe,  where  the  Congress  was 

then  sitting.  Heroin  two  nights  at.  the  gaming-table  ho  won  £1900, 
with  which  he  returned  to  Knglund,  and  investing  a  portion  in  a 
purchase  of  books  (soon  afterwards  sold),  and  placing  the  rest  in  a 
banker's  hands,  ho  set  out  on  a  tour  through  France,  Germany, 
and  Italy,  returning  in  a  few  years  without  a  sixpence,  ail  his 
winnings  having  long  since  been  engulfed  in  play.  In  London  he 
led  a  precarious,  dissipated,  and  discreditable  life,  writing  occa- 
sionally for  some  obscure  i:<!\wiaver.  and  borrowing  money  of  every 
one  of  his  acquaintances,  until  lie  had  completely  exhausted  the 
patience  of  all.  I  thus  lost  sight  of  him  for  sumo  time,  but  his  evil 
genius  after  some  years  brought  him  again  under  my  notice. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  181 H,  a  new  tragedy  was  produced  at 
Covent  Garden.  The  author,  John  Dillon,  a  very  young  man,  was 
the  librarian  of  Dr.  Simmons  of  Paddington,  famous  for  a  very 
splendid  collection  of  valuable  books.  With  great  promise  of 
dramatic  power,  as  evinced  in  this  his  lirst  essay,  he  wisely  left  the 
poet's  "idle  trade "  for  the  more  lucrative  pursuits  of  commerce, 
and  became  partner  in  the  well-known  firm  of  Morrison,  Dillon, 
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and  Co.  His  play  Mas  willed  'Retribution,'  the  chief  weight  of 
which,  in  n  very  powerlul  character,  Varancs,  was  on  Young's 
Bhoulders.  Hiss  O'.Neill,  Oliarles  Kombli.',  Terry,  and  myself  were 
liis  supporters,  the  villain  ot  the  slury  Calling  ol  course  to  me.  It 
was  acted  nine  nights,  and  tended  to  establish  me  more  firmly  in 
public -opinion  as  the  undisputed  representative  ol'  the  disagree- 
able ;  but  I  look  back  on  it  with  pleasure,  as  the  source  of  a 
friendship  with  one  whose  talents,  however  much  entitled  to 
respect,  are  surpassed  in  his  general  estimation  anil  by  higher  and 
more  endearing  qualities,  it  was  on  one  of  the  nights  ot  this  play's 
performance  that  1  had  the  mischance  io  break  llie  large  pier-glass 
in  the  green-room,  in  those  days  above  £100  value.  In  swinging 
round  a  heavy  battle-axe  en  my  shoulder,  as  f  -was  preparing  to 
go  on  the  stage,  (lie-  metal  head  flew  oil',  and,  ua-diing  against  flic 
glass,  shivered  ii  in  every  direction.  It  was  quite  a  stirring  event 
forthe  quidnuncs  of  the  theatre,  and  it  would  have  been  an  amusing 
sight,  had  it  not  been  a  heavy  responsibility  to  myself  to  see  the 
rush  of  the  players,  male  and  female,  into  the  green-room,  when 
the  act  drop  tell,  to  behold  the  wreck  J.  had  made.  The  limit  was 
really  the  servant's  or  properiy-man's,  as  lie  is  called  ;  but  in  the 
morning  I  wrote  to  Sir.  li.inis.  express  in:;  my  readiness  to  undergo 
my  liability  forthe  accident,  tie  behaved  with  great  considera- 
tion and  liberality,  limiiing  my  dues  to  only  :i  proportion  of  the 
expense  incurred  in  n  pairing  the  damage  done. 

My  speculations  on  a  change  of  life  new  came  to  a  dead  stop. 
The,  officers  and  privates  of  tlie  first  battalion  oF  the  30th  Regi- 
ment, who  had  been  serving  with  llie  second  previous  to  its  being 
disbanded,  received  orders  to  join  their  corps  in  "India.  My 
brother's  sole  chance  of  rising  in  llie  service  was  by  procuring 
an  exchange  to  full  pay,  and  accompanying  his  late  comrades. 
For  such  an  object  there  could  lie  no  hesitation  in  availing  myself 
of  the  means  within  my  reach  ;  anil  accordingly  T  borrowed  of  my 
friend  Jeston,  who  had  offered  me  the  loan  tor  my  proposed  Oxford 
residence,  the  sum  necessary  to  replace  my  brother  in  bis  old 
regiment.  As  it  was  only  by  my  continuance  en  the  stage  that 
T  could  hope  to  repay  it,  all  ilmmdits  of  venturing  on  any  other 
calling  were  of  necessity  abandoned.  The  best  arrangements  we 
could  make  were  soon  in  train,  and  with  as  good  a  kit  (to  use  the 
military  term)  as  onr  narrow  finances  would  procure,  my  brother 
prepared  for  his  voyage.  After  a  hurried  visit  to  1'ugby,  where 
he  took  leave  of  my  sisters  and  our  good  friend  TSirch,  leaving  his 
heart  behind  him,  he  returned  to  town,  and  proceeded  with  me  to 
Gravesend,  where  the  good  ship  the  Loni/on,  a  first-rate  East- 
Indiaman,  was  lying  oft.  Much  had  occurred  since  bis  return 
from  the  Continent,  both  in  our  family  and  elsewhere,  to  strengthen 
the  ties  of  affection  which  from  our  early  boyhood  had  always 
bound  us,  and  he  stood  in  relation  to  me  now  as  the  dearest  friend 
I  had  on  earth.  It  was  therefore  with  a  heavy  heart  I  went  on 
board  with  him  te  see  his  berth  and  inspect  his  accommodations. 
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Our  evening,  a  very  sad  ono,  was  spent  on  shore  at  the  hotel,  and 
the  next  morning,  February  'Jib,  with  a  If1"'  winds  we  parted  for 
an  absence  of  many  years,  he  to  the  ship,  and  I  to  my  duties  at 
Co  vent  Garden  Theatre. 

Our  mutual  attachment  kid  Mimethiiii';  of  romance  in  its  earnest- 
ness  and  devotcdmss,  though  diiierii!^  relatively  in  each  other  so 
far,  that  lie  looked  up  to  me  for  counsel  and  guidance  in  our 
companionship  and  curre-pendenco.  Admiration  of  many  points 
in  his  character  mingles  with  the  love  I  bore  him ;  and  if  I  must 
admit  occasional  flaws  en  ils  even  surface,  they  must  for  the  most 
part  be  attributed  to  laws  of  conduct  sell-imposed  and  carried  to 
extremes.  He  was  of  the  very  stuff  to  make  a  soldier :  brave, 
resolute,  clear-sighted,  indefatigably  industrious  in  all  pertaining 
to  his  profession,  and  ambitious  to  a  degree  of  weakness.  What- 
ever he  undertook  he  would  master,  at  whatever  cost  of  labour 
or  endurance ;  in  any  competition  ho  would  be  first :  lie  was  the 
boldest  rider,  the  best  horseman,  the  truest  shot  in  his  regiment; 
his  reading  was  extensive;  his  judgment  penotniling  and  clear; 
abstinent  and  seli-dcnying  in  his  personal  gratifications,  he  was 
free  and  bounteous  to  others,  and  so  guarded  and  circumspect, 
that  I  believe  I  may  uiilicsilaimgly  say  he  never  lost  a  friend. 
From  all  wider  whose  notice  he  came— Lord  liiit.  Lord  Hardinge, 
Sir  Colquhoun  Grant,  and  others— ho  received  the  highest  en- 
comiums. He  was,  in  few  words,  a  truly  good  man,  and  only 
wanted  the  opportunity  to  have  been  a  great  one. 

My  journey  back  to  London  was  drciiry  aial  dispiriting,  and 
my  lodgings  had  a  very  desolate  look  as  I  now  felt  myself  their 
lonely  occupant.  Tor  my  night-work  at  the  theatre  I  had  less 
zest  than  usual,  as  may  readily  he  supposed,  when  this  evening 
another  of  those  unpalatable  mixtures  "  as  given  me  to  swallow, 
which  caused  me  so  much  disgust,  and  which,  certainly  prejudiced 
me  in  public  opinion.  But  remonstrance  would  have  been  useless, 
and  I  could  not  now  afford  to  pay  the  forfeit  for  non-compliance, 
therefore  I  went  doggedly  through  the  rehearsal  of  another  of 
Reynolds's  trashy  melodramatic  after- pieces,  the  '  Illustrious 
Traveller,'  and  in  a  despairing  mood  gave  to  its  performance, 
February  3rd,  all  the  support  in  my  power.  Sly  spirits  were  at 
the  lowest  ebb,  and  only  derived  respite  fioni  reflecting  on  my 
brother's  happier  destiny. 

His  voyage,  was  a  favourable  one.  chequered  only  by  one  serious 
accident.  After  passing  lite  Cape  the  ship  was  discovered  to  be 
on  fire,  and  on  this  occasion  the  steadiness  and  presence  of  mind 
exhibited  by  Edward  called  forth  the  warmest  thanks  of  Captain 
Campbell,  of  whom  he  made  a  friend  by  his  conduct.  Unavoidable 
expenses  in  joining  Jus  regiment  in  'India  coupi  lied  him  to  incur 
serious  debts.  Against  the  friendly  oxpostn!;i.i  ion  of  his  Colonel 
and  others  of  the  ofiieers  he  absented  himself  for  some  months  from 
the  mess-table,  till  by  a  rigid  and  systematic  economy  he  had  freed 
himself  from  all  his  engagements,  and  stood  unembarrassed  before 
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the  world.  I  had  reason  to  be  proud  of  him  and  of  the  faith  he 
held  in  me  ;  which  seemed  unbounded.  Tu  the  endeavour  to  savo 
the  life  of  a  brother-officer,  who  was  bathing  with  liiiu  in  a,  tank  in 
India,  be  very  narrowly  escaped  drowning';  ami  in  his  desperate 
struggle  to  reach  the  shore  with  his  helpless  companion,  the 
thought  flint  rushed  across  his  mind  with  the  prospect  of  death 
before  him,  was,  in  his  own  words,  "I  know  William  would 
approve  what  I  am  doing."  I  may  truly  apply  the  Psalmist's 
words  to  him:  "My  brother  .Jonathan,  very  pleasant  hast  thou 
been  unto  me  :  thy  love  to  me  was  wonderful,  passing  the  love  of 

The  novel  of  'Bob  Roy'  had  been  published  in  the  previous 
December,  and  was  immediately  pounced  1100:1  by  the  playwrights 
of  (lie  theatres,  of  whom  Foenek  was  first  in  the  field.  Mr.  J.  Soane 
had  the  title,  but  I  fancy  nothing  more,  to  a  piece  which  was  at  a 
laier  date  produced  in  Ih'itry  Fane.  Foeoek's  drama,  called  'Hob 
Key  McGregor,  or  Auld  Lang  .Sjne,"  was  read  in  the  green-room 
of  Covtnt  Garden  at  lite  latter  end  of  February,  and  acted  on  the 
12th  of  March  (1818).  Several  of  the  prominent  incidents  are 
compacted  together  in  Ihis  dramatic  version  in  a  sufficiently  work- 
manlike manner,  and.  with  the  recollections  from  the  novel  to  piece 
it  out,  the  Story,  so  tar  as  Hob  l'oy  is  an  agent,  runs  pleasantly  on 
without  any  very  perceptible  hiatus  or  wan;  of  connection.  Many 
popular  Scotch  airs  were  introduced,  anil,  sun;;  by  Miss  Stephens 
and  Sincla.ir,  added  to  the  gratification  id'  the  audience,  though  the 
reader  of  the  original  work  would  lose  in  them  alltrace  beyond  the 
names  of  the  characters  of  Diana  "Vernon  and  Francis  Oshddisfone. 
Liston  in  Bailh'e  Jarvie  was  humorous  in  the  extreme,  Tokcly  in 
the  Dougal  Creature  was  a  wonderful  savage,  and  Blunchard  was 
dry  and  precise  its  Mr.  Oweti  himself.  Fob  Hoy  was  cast  to  me, 
and,  though  not  the  lofty  tragedy  to  which  T  aspired,  was  yet 
welcome  to  me  for  the  humour,  pat  lies,  and  passion  that  gleam 
throughout  it  and  diversify  its  scenes,  and  for  the  rude  heroism 
that  elevates  and  gives  something  of  a  poetical  character  to  the 
Highland  cuterau.  I  studied  it  from  the  original,  and  enjoyed  my 
full  share  of  the  success  the  drama  obtained. 

The  effect  of  the  performance  was  soon  felt  by  me  in  the  mani- 
fest growth  of  public  favour.  Latterly  there  had  been  a  disposition 
to  identify  my  powers,  which  were  not  denied,  with  the  repre- 
sentation only  of  flie  worst  passions,  and  it  was  to  this  character 
I  was  first  indebted  for  tin;  opportunity  of  breaking  the  malignant 
charm  that  seemed  to  weigh  upon  nte  and  contract  my  sphere  of 
action.  If  what,  roy  eulogists  called  "  my  genius"  could  not  yet 
"  walk  abroad  in  its  own  majesty,"  it  could  at,  least  peep  out,  and 
give  signs  of  something  more  akin  to  humanity  than  was  believed 
of  it.  In  the  course  of  time  some  testimonies  of  the  effect  of  this 
performance  reached  me,  and  I  can  well  remember  the  stimulus  my 
hopes  received  front  the  opinion  expressed  by  a  poet  distinguished 
and  popular  as  Barry  Cornwall  was,  who,  next  year,  published  in 
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the  Literary  0«-..HU:  the  following  'Sonnet,  written  after  seeing 
Mr.  Macready  in  Rob  Roy.'   . 

"Macready,  thou  hast  pleased  me  much;  till  now 
(Anil  yet  I  would  [in!  lliy  1: ui-  pawel's  ,'i r J ; . i ■_; i^ 
1  did  not  think  i  In  in  ha-i.-i.  tljjit  LLvf-lier  vein, 
Knr  Umt  cli'/n-  ,i]n!ri  spirit  ii] id [i  thy  brow. 
Come,  I  will  crown  thee  with  a  poet's  bough ; 
Mine  is  an  humble  branch:  yet  not  in  rain 
Giv'n  if  the  few  i  sing  shall  not  disdain 
To  wear  the  little  wreaths  that  I  bestow. 
There  is  a  buoyant  air,  a  passionate  tone 
That  breathe?  a:ie:a  tnee,  and  lights  up  thine  eye 
With  fire  and  freedom;  it  becomes  thee  well. 
It  in  the  bursting  df  u  food  seed,  sown 
Beneath  a  cold  and  arlih'eial  sky — 
Tis  ijcaitis  overmastering  its  spell." 

TLe  sympathy  lliis  diavaclor  awnkoiii:..].  was  si  ill  more  slnmirly 
stamped  upon  my  memory  by  u  singular  (iccuiTc-r.^o.  of  a  little  later 
<late,  which  may  well  find  its  place  hero.  The  post  one  morning 
brought  me  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  transcript ; — 

"Sir, — A   person   who  witnessed    on   the    evening  of  (lie  11th  inst.  your 

portraiture  of  the  noble  and  romantic  Scottish  oh  in  ft  a  in  Hob  Key  can  not 
withstand  the  impulse  that  leads  him  to  transmit,  to  yon  a  few  linos,  which  he 
would  fain  have  you  tor. filler  as  the  involuntary  cllei.-t  of  unfeigned  admiration 
of  your  powers,  and  not  sent  under  the  presumptuous  pretention  of  being  a 
tribute  worthy  of  them. 

"With  much  gratitude  and  admiration, 


"Macready,  thou  who  know'st  with  magic  art 
To  pierce  the  inmost  d!;i:;!l;i:ri  of  the  breast, 

Frown  not  if  Gratitude  her  thanlrs  impart! 

Thou  with  such  skill  Rob  Roy  didst  manifest 
As  •Hire,  as  !l"sl.i:iail,  and  as  blah  of  heart, 

That  one  whose  brain  was  dry,—  whose  dearest  rest 
Was  ili!;-.tli's  p.:; '.i!  dwelling-, — lm  path  tidt.  it  start, 

Yatnrc's  first  gush  for  years,— lit  tiiy  beiicst. 
Mr;'.-.'.,  taou  be  happy!   aa;i  this  uanialess  tiling, 

VTlio  not  .:siMi::/f'«  but  t/tiiiiJ:s  thy  powers 
(ill on  like  JIaogregor's  self  impassioning). 

Oh,  could  Fate  bting  thee  to  his  withered  bowers, 
Methinks  youth's  rose  lour;  scrod  cnoe  more  would  spring, 

Aui  .".i-tiei'iii'j  \ ideas  rise  of  happier  hours." 

It  was  not  likely  that  an  address  in  so  p-aye  a  strain,  bearing 
every  semblance  of  truth  and  sobtirncss  in  tin;  description  of  tlio 
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writer's  mental  suffering,  should  fail  to  touch  mo.  My  interest 
was  excited,  my  curiosity  aroused.  How  relief  could  be  ad- 
ministered to  a,  real  ill  by  1  lie  mure  '-cunning  of  the  scene"  was  a 
problem  to  me,  and  as  months  passed  away  ]  had  teased  to  expect 
any  elacidatjon  of  the  mystery;  when  a  volume  of  poems  was 
brought  to  me  with  a  letter  from  thr  author,  Charles  Lloyd,  recall- 
ing to  mc  the  sonnet  addressed  to  me,  and  requesting  my  accept- 
ance of  the  book  just  published.  I  was  thus  aware  that  it  was  the 
translator  of  Alfieri,  the  author  of  several  original  works,  and  the 
friend  of  Charles  Lamb,  who  had  been  my  anonymous  correspondent. 
A  friendship,  which  lasted  through  his  life,  speedily  grow  out  of 
the  acquaintance  which  this  compliment  induced.  I  was  a  frequent. 
visitor  at  his  lodgings,  spending  many  evenings  in  delightful 
intercourse  with  him  and  his  most  amiable  and  accomplished  wile. 
Under  his  roof  T  first  became  acquainted  with  Lamb,  and  that 
sister  to  whom  his  brotherly  devotion  made  his  life  one  course  of 
self-denying  heroism.  Slio  was  most  intelligent  and  gentle  in 
manners.  Here,  too.  took  place  ioy  introduction  to  Talfourd,  who 
has  so  eloquently  told  the  story  oi  their  woes.  It  was  from  Lloyd 
himself  that  I  received  (he  melancholy  account  of  his  sufferings. 
For  upwards  of  four  years  he  had  been  alilieted  with  a  most 
extraordinary  malady,  a  torpor  of  icelioi;'.  and,  as  it  were,  a  numb- 
ness of  bis  faculties,  that  ail  the  medical  advice  to  which  ho  had 
resorted  had  been  unable  to  n  lax  or  to  d  isjiel.  He  was  impenetrable 
to  the  efforts  of  skill  or  the  blandishments  oi"  affection.  AH  in- 
tellectual pursuits  had  been  discontinued,  and,  as  his  sonnet 
intimates,  life  it -elf  had  become,  wearsome,  liy  some  inexplicable 
chance  he  strayed  one  ni^.ht.,  lie  scarce  knew  why,  into  the  pit  of 
Covent  Garden  Theatre,  where  i  Ire  drama  of  '  lion  Tioy  '  was  being 
acted.  He  became  absorbed  hi  the  interest;  of  Scott's  romantic 
story,  and,  in  the  scene  where  the  outlawed  chief  dashes  away  the 
tears  from  his  eyes,  poor  Lloyd  felt  his  own  fast  trickling  down 
his  cheeks.  The  rock  was  struck,  and  the  gnshhig  stream  was  a 
new  spring  of  life  to  him.  So  he  felt  it,  and  test.ilied  to  me,  as  the 
instrument  of  his  restoration,  the  most  afl'eciionate  regard.  But 
some  lines  of  bis  own.  extracted  from  a  poem  addressed  to  me 
some  time  after  as  "expressive  of  the  gratitude  of  the  author," 
will  describe  his  previous  state  of  mind  and  the  revolution  it 
underwent  more  faithfully  than  any  words  of  mine ; 

«TO  W.  C.  MACKEADS",  ESQ. 

"  Wiienco  is  thai  ■■■ii- 1 .  ■:■■.■.■!  -n-li,  which  steals 

From  eyes  1h:i(  sr>  Imij  ia  f.iioLc  sockets  LumoJ  ? 
Whence,  tiliit.  :i  '  iu'iirt.  :::■.;  ilrv  ns  ilust  '  now  feels 

That  lor  width  fruitlessly  it.  \tm*  hath  learned? 
The  .spell  tlct.  ivn.M.L'lit  this  miracle  reveals 

Most  complete  influence  ;  in  it  are  discerned 
The  visions  of  romance,  and  dear  appeals 

To  il  roams,  fioui  loftiest,  forms  of  1 1  line,  0  iiiUtrrC;  leuncd! 
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"This  potent  spell  was  sped  in  its  deep  airr: 

By  transcendental  powers  1  and  thus  I  wept 
Tears,  healing,  vet  impassioned ;  of  whose  name 

Alone  for  years  the  memory  I  had  kept. 
From  that  day  forth  (oh  !  may  the  omen  shame 

Fein's  ghastlier  presentiments !)  up-)cnped 
With  natural  yearniags,  and  with  heart  of  flame, 

The  Muse,  from  voiceless  trjnee,  in  which  she  In::-  bed  flcpt . 

"  Four  years  had  slept  on  in  unbroken  trance — 

-\:-«  thoughts  c:L:::e  o'i:i'  me,  wishes,  feeiinilf  new — 
And  Kut  n  re's  scenes,  which  shc-wc:!  In  Eire  my  irlaucc 

like  iec-encrustcd  forms  when  with  one  hue 
Winter  o'er  mount  ::iw  moorland  doth  advance, 

J'.eamed  fortli  with  healthier  colours  to  my  view, 
And  all  assumed  a  kindlier  countenance, 

Light  from  new  loepho!os  gleioacd,  and  the  ohi-eecd  mind  peeped 
through. 

"Now,  whom  beneath  the  providence  of  heaven 

(For  as  to  anything,  by  men  who  own 

A  God  above,  can  name  ul'  cause  be  given 

To  that  not  strahditwiy  is.-ming  from  His  throne) 
Must  I  call  cause  of  this?     The  chain  was  riven 

That  numbed  my  he.'irt-striie.rs,  by  thy  suasivo  tone, 
Gifted  Miierciuiy  !     May  I  be  forgiven 

Thus  to  thee  rendering  back  with  g-af.ilude  thine  own?" 


his  mind. 

The  favour  with  which  ray  personation  of"  Rob  Hoy  was  received 
revived  my  hopes  ami  eiieoiin-i.gcd  mo  to  believe  that  with  tlic 
patient  resolve  to  "hide  my  time,"  f.ha.t  time  would  come,  and  the 
place  I  claimed  would  In.:  accorded  to  me.  The  prospect  of  such  an 
issue  seemed  to  brighten  before  me  with  eae.h  "new  subject  submit- 
ted  tome.  In  my  friend  Shed's-  ira;;-i. t;y  of  '  JSakmira,  or  tho  Fall 
of  Tunis,' produced  April  22nd  (ly IB),  ami  (supported  by  Young, 
Charles  Kemble,  "Miss  O'^ciil,  Terry,  and  myself,  tlio  character 
entrusted  to  me,  Sinano,  a  YoniHian  noble  turned  renegade  under 
the  name  of  Ainiirath,  was  considered  11k:  most,  effective  in  the  play. 
The  Morning  Jlcrn/'i  made  Use,  in  mtie-ising  the  perform;!  nee,  of 
the  expression,  "  Mr.  Macready  in  (lie  piivt.  of  Amuiivth  has  made  a 
giant  stride  in  his.  profession."  ami  Shiei  borrowed  the  phrase  in 
the  adinowled^tQi'itt.  oi'  bin  obligations  to  t.lic  actors  prefixed  to 
tho  published  work.* 

About  this  time  the  affairs  of  my  poor  host,  T>r.  Barber,  were  so 
*  From  the  Timi's. — "The  characters  are  well  sustvned,  and  that  of 
Amurath  In  pnrl.iculsr  is  marked.  Ly  some  batches  of  seem  ami  hatred  which 
display  the  hand  of  ;i  master,  llacready  quite  sur]>iis.-.i:d  himself  in  the  cool, 
remorseless  villain  recinnheg  his  viciim  with  the  smile  of  a  demon;  we  could 
Lever  "nave  believed  him  so  elective." 
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embarrassed  that  It  became  necessary  to  change  my  abode;  and  I 
prudently  tool;  less  expensive  lodgings  in  f'oloy  Place,  where  out  of 
my  weekly  salary  1  saved  sufficient  to  discharge  half  my  debt  to 
Jeston  before  the  end  of  (In:  season,  Eind  before  the  summer's  close 
I  paid  the  remainder,  accompanying  the  liquidation  with  a  Land- 
some  piece  of  plate,  in  lieu  of  interest.  It  might  have  been  ex- 
pected that  my  professional  successes  would  have  procured  me 
exemption  from  any  further  drudgery  in  tuelodni.mal  ic  after-pieces, 
in  which  I  felt  my  appearance  a  degradation  ;  but  the  lees  of  the 
distasteful  cup  were  to  be  drained  in  apiece  called  the  'Castle  of 
Paluzzi,  orthcKxtorted  Oath,'  May  Si7t.li  (1818),  founded  on  one  of 
the  causes  rj'Vtyin-*  winch  hud  lately  been  one-  of  the  current  subjects 
of  conversion,  the  murder  of  Puakles,  and  the  conviction  of  the 
assassins  by  the  evidence  of  Tiladamo  Sanson,  "  qu'un  hasard  fort 
extraordinaire  avail  rendu  tc'moin  du  crime-  chez  (a  femine  Baneal," 
who  kept  a  house  of  ill-fame.  Terry  bad  a  part  in  tho  piece,  and 
one  night  when,  standing  at  the  side--c-ene,  I  was  inveighing  against 
the  taste  and  policy  of  compelling  us  to  expend  our  talents  on  such, 

rubbish,  in  his  brusque  way  lie  ejaculated,   "Why  the  d then 

do  you  take  such  pains  for  its  success?"  J  had  no  answer  to  give. 
Having  taken  the  part,  it  was  due  to  the  author,  tiie  management, 
and  myself,  to  present  it  to  the  best  advantage.  The  season  was 
now  approaching  its  close.  Miss  O'Neill  selected  for  her  benefit, 
Juno  !ind,  Home's  tragedy  of  l)oiigla.:,";u  which,  as  Lady  Randolph, 
she  ventured  unadvisedly  on  a  character  nnsuited  alike  to  her  ju- 
venile appearance  and  her  style  of  acting.  Charles  Kemble  acted 
Douglas  very  gallantly.  Ynungwas  very  good  in  Old  Norval,  and 
T  had  every  reason  to  he  sa.tistii;d  with  the  revival  nf  tin;  play  from 

the  credit  I  obtained  in  the  part  of  Glcnalvon.  For  Young's 
benefit,  June  5th,  as  an  especial  favour,  I.  acted  I'iaarro  in  Sheri- 
dan's version  of  Kot^.  ■hue's  drama.  ~S\Uz,  I  tooth's  benefit,  JuneoOt.h, 
gave  me  the  part  of  I'usthumns  in  '('yaiheline,  'which,  as  a  Shakes- 
pearean character  added  to  my  list,  was  firm  ground  to  me.  Young 
was  the  Iachimo.  In  a  review  of  the  results  of  this  season,  which 
ended  with  the  play  of  I'ob  1(oy,  July  lillli,  Tcould  not  be  blind  to 
the  fact  that  my  posiiinu  uas  iinprowd.  li  was  ite'eni  est  able  that,  I 
had  won  upon  opinion,  loth  in  the  public  voice  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  themanagcr  and  the  actors;  and  regaining  confidence  in 
delermination  of  will,  and  putting  faith  in  the  power  of  resolution, 
I  looked  more  ohei-rily  and  hopefully  into  the  future.  "Possunt 
quia  posso  videntur."* 

•  Things  lecoint;  jmssiiiii;  u-tnm  they  smiu  to  be  possible, — Ed. 
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CHAPTER  XIT. 

niQcdote  of  Barry— 


— London  jl:..Ku!.— JILIul.I  Uncus  in  !.::!.:. !:'.-.  '  Ad'd-ilua'  -  ILimiiiiii 

ill  'Proof  JVcsusiijitivc' — ltii at  in  'Jaao  Same'—  '•  hai)   ut'  Warwick  ' — 

51  is.;  SccnirTvilli'-  Shed's  'Evadiie'— Fat  li  it's  iliilic  ill  lies  rciu'ived — Ilaturin's 
'  Frcdtilfu ' — CtinJi:i::v.o:l  mi  tirst.  ni^lit  -lies.  Si.l :1. .:l'm  ir-:i]ip«n-ance  in  Lady 
kamlulpb.  fir  Charles  KemldeV:  lioii^it  -Miss  O'Keill's  last  performance  in 
l.oailmi— Kdinbuv;:h.— Glas-ovv— Falls  of  tlie  Clyde— Pedestrian  tour  in  the 
II  isdi  lands— Proi'ossioual  study  in  a  lunatic  asylum— .Swansea — Bristol. 

Fkom  London  I  proceeded  io  Birmingham,  where  Elliston  was 
lessee  of  the  theatre,  who  paid  nit  £l.(:0  fur  a  week's  per  Jo  mi  since. 
Mr.  Kecley  wns  a-  member  of  the  company,  and  it  was  with 
pleasure  I  noted  in  liisii,  yon  rig  as  he  was,  the  humour  and  thea- 
trioid  aptitude  that  have  since  been  so  universally  and  pleasantly 
recognised.  It  had  always  been  in  direct  contrariety  to  my  dis- 
position and  my  tuslc,  even  in  London,  to  adopt  the  ''  hail-fellow- 
well-met  "  familiarity  of  the  green-rooms,  into  which  (when  I 
entered  them,  which  was  not  often)  I  carried  the  manners  and 
address  habitual  with  me  in  general  society.  I  am  well  aware 
this  subjected  me  to  unpopularity  with  very  many  in  the  profes- 
sion, among  whom  I  bore  the  character  of  being  haughty  and 
overbearing.  On  the  occasion  of. this  "Ihnuingbani  engagement  it- 
it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  actors  had  come  to  an  agreement 
to  "cut"  me  whenever  T  should  go  into  Hie  green-room,  and  that 
Keeley  had  enjoyed  their  disappointment  in  the  tables  being 
turned  by  my  never  affording  them  lln:  opportunity.  There  were 
other  causes  tending  io  alienate  my  fellow-labourers,  amongwlhclt 
was  the  zeal,  prohab.ly  somel  lines  outstripping  discretion,  which  I 
carried  into  the  pursuit  of  our  art,  at.  rehearsals  requiring  of  them 
a  degree  of  accuracy  and  attention  that  they  were  perhaps  too 
indolent,  or  indisposed,  or  sometimes  unable  to  give.  A  better 
judgment  would  have  made  more  allowance  for  them.  There  was 
some  humour  in  the  retort  of  a  country  actor  of  the  name  of 
Knipe  to  the  famous  Harry,  who  was.  like  myself,  impatient  of  the 
incompetency  of  the  players  of  the  company.  "Do  not  speak 
your  speech,  sir.  in  thai,  drawling  wiiy,"  said  Harry  in  hisenergetic 
manner;  "look  at  me,  sir]  speak  it,  in  this  way — 'To  ransom 
home  revolted  Mortimer  "—that's  the  way  to  speak  it,  sir."  To 
which  the  oclor  immediately  replied,  "  T  know  I  hat,  sir — that  is 
the  way  ;  but  you'll  please  to  remember  you  get  £100  a  week- for 
speaking  it  in  your  way.  and  T  only  gei  thirty  shillings  for  mine ! 
Give  me  £100,  and  I'll  speak  it  your  way:  but:  I'm  not  going  to  do 
for  thirty  shillings  what  you  get:  paid  .L100  for." 


Hooted  by  G00gk 


128  Macreadr/'s  Reminiscences.  Chap.  XII. 

On  the  intimation  from  a  mutual  friend,  Mr.  W.  Loraine,  that 
a  professional  visit  ti>  my  father  might  relievo  his  affairs  from 
much  embarrassment-,  .J.  iimsiediatelv  made  a  very  satisfactory 
arrangement  to  act  for  him  gratuitous";'  in  Diss  O'Neill's  ensa-gc- 
ment,  the  ordinary  receipts  to  be,  equally  divided,  h or  benefit  to  be 
entirely  her  own,  ami  she  to  give  her  "services  on  tire  night  an- 
nounced as  mine.  Expectation  was  fully  answered,  and  my  father 
was  for  the  time  set  at  case  ;  but  one  of  his  strange  iits  of  caprice 
placed  mo  in  a  very  awkward  predicament.  I  had  readily  con- 
sented to  repeat  for  Miss  O'Neill's  heneiU  'Koh  ltoy,J  which  I  had 
acted  as  the  second  piece  for  my  own,  i.e.  my  fathers  benefit; 
■without  any  shadow  of  pretence  lie  interfered",  and  refused  his 
permission.  It  availed  nothing  thai:  T  overruled  liis  prohibition. 
Miss  O'Neill  very  naturally  declined  to  lake  the  piece.  A  brief 
and  courteous  correspondence  with  Mr.  R.  O'Neill  exonerated  mo 
from  all  participation  in  the  discourtesy,  and  wc  happily  parted 
en  the  best  understanding. 

Some  idle  days  on  my  hands  were  given  to  sightseeing.  The  old 
castle,  Sunderland  Iron  ISridgo,  ,vc.,  were  interesting,  but  the  chief 
object  of  my  curiosity,  when  in  the  North,  had  always  been  the 
working  of  a  coal  mine.  I  had  a  letter  to  the  manager  or  head- 
man of  amine:  the  name  does  not  remain  with  me,  bat  it  was 
the  deepest  but  one  in  the  whole  coal  region.  Loder,  a  violinist  of 
great  note  in  his  day  (there  had  been  no  Pagamnis,  Vieux  Temps, 
Olo  Bulls,  or  "Winiawskis  then),  was  dining  with  niv  father,  and, 
hearing  my  mtemioii,  expressed  his  wish  to  accompany  me  the 
next  morning.  Accordingly  at  the  appointed  hour  next  day  a 
chaisotook  us  to  tin;  little  hamlet  at  the  pit's  moui.li,  about  six  or 
seven  miles  from  Newcastle.  Arrived  there  the  manager  receiving 
us  very  civilly,  informed* us  that  wo  must  put  on  miner's  dresses. 
This  was  not  a  very  apvia.U..:  introduction,  but  we  at  once  under- 
stood its  necessity,  and  there  we  were  two  complete  miners,  savo 
and  except  the  want  ot'smudgo  upon  our  faces,  which  however  we 
did  not  long  wait  for.  A  stoat,  elderly,  steady-looking  man  was 
directed  to  be  our  guide.  The  basket  was  pulled  to  the  pit's 
mouth,  and  I  must  confess  to  aflutter  of  the  heart  when  I  saw  the 
craft  in  which  we  were  to  make  our  doy,  nward  voyage,  feeling  like 
Acres,  very  much  inclined  to  "run;"  hut  casting  a  look  on  my 
companion,  and  seeing  his  face-  as  pah;  as  osiies.  restored  my  courage, 
and  with  a  hearty  iaugh  i.  got  into  one  side  of  the  basket  whilst 
lie  slowly  took  his  place  in  the  other:  our  guide  slung  his  thigh 
into  tho  noose  of  a  chain,  and  the  steam-engine  began  to  lower 
us  down  at  halt-rate,  pace,  which  seemed  to"  me  what  might  bo 
better  termed  "double-quick  time." 

Once  or  twice  in  our  downward  course  I  looked  up  aloft,  when 
the  aperture  through  which  wo  hud  emerged  appeared  like  "a  star 
of  smallest,  magnitude,"  and  our  guide,  when" we  had  made  what 
seemed  a  great  distance  of  depth,  kept,  eonst.amly  striking  against 
the  wall  of  tho  shaft  the  particular  sort  of  rough 'stick  he  earned. 
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I  was  wondering  what  his  object  coukl.be,  perceiving  there  was 
some  significance  in  the  ael  ion,  when  ho  enlightened  us  not  very 
agreeaWy  with  the  exclamation,  "Now  then  I'll  tell  ye,  when  wo 
get  half-way  doom"  It  was  with  a  suppressed  groan  I  learned 
that  we  were  still  Jangling  at  such  an  awful  distance  from  tlio 
bottom.  Hut  the  deepest  shaft.,  like  the  longest  day,  will  have  an 
end ;  wo  reached  a  solid  footing  at  last,  and  extricating  ourselves 
from  our  basket,  sat  down  in  a  scooped  out  recess  to  "get  our 
sight,"  as  our  guide,  who  was  providing  himself  with  a  liglit, 
directed  us  before  setting  out  on  our  tour  through  this  gnonie'a 
world  of  wonders. 

A  world  it  seemed  to  be  from  the  activity  pervading  it.  There 
wore  horses  with  long  trains  of  creels  of  coal,  and  their  drivers ; 
a  steam-engine  at  work;  a  pond  for  the  horses  to  wash  in.  Hut 
a  partial  view  was  all  we  could  obtain  in  the  darkness  visible  by 
the  help  of  our  conductor's  hmip.  Wo  traversed  gallery  after 
gallery,  sometimes  more  than  six  toot  In  bright ;  at.  other  times  wo 
were  obliged  to  walk  in  a  stooping  posture.  At  given  distances 
through  the  galleries  there  were  trap-doors,  with  pulleys  and 
weights,  to  ensure  a  frequent  circulation  of  air;  under  an  open 
shaft  was  an  immense  roaring  fire,  kept,  tip,  like  the  great  Ir.nrj  of 
the  excavation,  for  a  coniionai  draught  of  i'ore  air  from  above.  It 
particularly  surprised  me  to  .see  the  process  of  blasting  a  huge 
mass  of  coal  detached,  which  the  minors,  naked  to  their  waists, 
vigorously  broke  up  and  deposited  in  the  creels.  The  air  was  very 
thick  and  close,  and  heavy  on  the  breath;  but  the  particular 
oppression  I  experienced  was  in  the  sensation  of  my  ears.  In 
one  compartment,  as  the  trap-door  shut  after  and  enclosed  us, 
our  guide  stopped  us,  and,  apparently  with  great  relish,  said, 
"Now  I'll  show  you  something;"  then  lighting  a  match  at  his 
lamp,  he  raised  it  to  the  top  of  the  seam,  and  igniting  the  gas 
or  fire-damp,  in  an  instant  the  roof  was  all  on  flame.  For  the 
uninitiated  it,  was  a  very  nervous  minute.  "Thank  you,"  said  I, 
"that  will  do."  "Oh,  there's  no  danger,"  returned  he;  "d'ye 
think  I'd  have  lighted  it  if  1  did  not  well  know?"  "I  have  no 
doubt,"  I  continued,  "but  we're  perfectly  satislied,;"  upon  which, 
half  grumbling  at  the  eilbct  of  his  pjrolechnie  display,  he  con- 
tinued, "  Oil,  I'll  put  it  out  in  a  minute,  ye'll  see,"  and  beating 
the  ceiling  with  his  hat,  be  very  soon  extinguished  every  trace  of 
fire.  We  were  some  hours  below,  for  our  slow  walk  was  one  of 
miles,  and  at  the  extreme  point  of  our  progress  our  guide  informed 
us  that  "we  were  just  under  the  middle  of  the  Tyne."  In  some 
places  the  heat  was  very  great,  and  the  perspiration  flowed  pro- 
fusely down  our  blackened  faces.  We  were  glad  to  have  seen 
what  was  to  me  a  wonderful  sight,  but  at.  the  same  time  it  was  not 
the  least  part  of  our  enjoyment  to  take  in  a  good  draught  of  the 
fresh  air  of  heaven,  and  to  find  ourselves  standing  again  on  the 
outside  of  the  earthy  crust,  After  a  hearty  laugh  at  the  figures 
wc  presented  to  each  other,  wc  took  the  benefit  of  the  cold  water 
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set  for  us,  exchanged  otir  miners'  suits  for  our  own  apparel,  and, 
recompensing  our  conduclor,  got  merrily  into  our  chaise  for  our 
return  to  Newcastle. 

The  anecdote  will  recur  to  many  of  Sheridan's  expostulations 
with  his  son  Tom,  when  at  Newcastle,  on  his  wish  to  make  a 
descent  into  one  of  these  mines,  nsid  Tom  giving  as  a  clenching 
reason  for  pfsrssisl  ins  in  his  purpose,  '■  Well.'  father,  I  should  like 
to  say  I  had.  been  down  a  coal  mine,"  avid  Sheridan's  rejoinder, 
"  Well  then,  Tom,  why  can't  you  say  bo?"  I  have  not  yet  dis- 
covered any  particular  gratili cation  in  saying  I  have  been  down  a. 
mine,  hut  the  sight  was  one  T  would  not  have  missed,  nor  would  I 
willingly  part  witli  the  recollection  of  it.  31  y  previous  ideas  of 
these  wonderful  exenterations  of  tlie  earth  had  boon  wild  and 
fanciful  in  the  extreme.  I  had  expected  to  find  an  immense 
concave  vault,  that  might  have  suggested  a  Hull  of  Fblis,  or  lofty 
area,  extending  beyond  1he  reach  of  sight;  but  I  found  myself 
threading  low  galleries,  that  suggested  in  magnified  proportions 
the  passages  in  an  ant-hill.  "Vast  pillars  of"  coal  were  left  by  the 
miners  and  wood  on  props  as  supports  to  the  vacant  spaces,  from 
whence  the  coal' had  been  taken,  in  order,  I  believe,  to  prevent  or 
render  more  gradual  the  subsidence  of  the  masses  above. 

On  reaching  London  for  the  approaching  season,  I  found  that 
the  Drury  Lane  committee  had  boon  led  from  ill  success  to  reduce 
their  prices,  whilst  Coveiit  Garden  opened,  September  the  7th 
(ISIS),  under  must  favourable  auspices,  receiving  a  powerful 
addition  to  its  great  comic  strength  in  tin*  engagement  of  Mr.  \V. 
Farren,  an  actor  deservedly  admired  for  his  slmlions  correctness 
and  the  passion  of  his  comedies,  though  eclipsed  by  Munden  and 
Dowton  in  the  rich  quality  of  humour.  T  settled  myself  in  a 
commodious  first  floor  in  Bemers  Street,  and  for  the  first  three  or 
four  weeks  the  success  of  Farrcn's  plays,  which  were  strongly  east, 
gave  me  many  leisure  evenings,  which,  however,  were  not  allowed 
to  be  idle  ones.  I  had  before  me  a  most  repulsive  character, 
against  which  I  had  vehemently  protested,  but  as  usual  in  vain. 
This  was  Michael  I.'Hicas  in  Mr.  Lewis'?  tragedy  of '  Adelgitka.'  In 
acting  Lothair,  the  juvenile  hero  of  the.  play,  I  had  won  golden 
opinions ;  which  made  it  a  peculiar  hardship  that.  1  should  now  be 
forced  to  represent  the  old  bombastic  tyrant,  the  butt  against 
which  all  the  indignant  sonfimeuls  and  sarcasms  of  the  other  parts 
were  levelled.  Fawcett's  reply  to  my  complainings  was  not  with- 
out its  good  effect,  "  Why.  Wi'.liam.  you  gnimhlc  at:  every  part  that 
is  given  you,  and  you  succeed  in  them  all!  Set  to  work  at  this, 
and,  though  it  is  rather  an  odious  gentleman,  you  may  make  some- 
thing of  him  by  hard  study."  I  did  give  especial  pains  to  it, 
investing  it  with  a  dignity  of  mariner  that,  enforced  respect,  and 
with  a  concentrated  energy  that  made  the  scenes  in  which  1 
appeared  completely  my  own.  The  truth  had  become  manifest  txi 
me,  that,  as  passion  is  weakness,  the  real  sense  of  power  is  best 
expressed  by  a  collected  and  calm  demeanour.    Indeed  from  this 
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performance  I  date  an  elevation  of  style  and  a  sensible  improvement 
in  my  acting,  of  which  I  felt  before  my  audiences  the  general 
recognition.  Miss  Soinorville,  aiins  Mrs.  Jiitim,  was  the  Adelgitha, 
not  eliciting  any  particular  approval,  indeed  rather  causing  dis- 
appointment from  the  injudicious  puffery  that  bad  heralded  her 
appearance.  She  hail  ihii  advantage  of  a  commanding  person,  and 
some  force  in  declamation,  but-  Iiur  talents  were  not  of  a  first  order. 
Young  was  not  equal  to  himself  in  CuifCii.nl,  a-  part  lie  did  not  like, 
and  Charles  Kemble  made  no  great  eJIircr  in  Lothair.  For  myself 
the  part  was  a  great  step  in  public  opinion.*  A  sort  of  serious 
drama  in  three  acts,  called  'Proof  Presumptive,'  translated  from 
the  French  by  Charles  Kemble  (to  which  .1  offered  no  objection, 
because  it  was  his),  was  acted  only  three  nights;  but  the  part, 
named  Eomani,  uffnvdi'd  me  opportunities  which  i.  did  not  neglect,  f 
The  chronicle  of  my  progress  is  but  a  monotonous  repetition  of 
adventure  in  new"  characters,  and  gonera'dy  with  similar  results. 
Through  nn  industrious  circulation  of  newspapers,  notices,  and 
paragraph!!  in  laudation  of  Mis.s  tiomerville.  a  temporary  excitement 
had  been  raised  by  the  aunouneement  oi"  her  uppearence  in  a  play 
withMiss  O'Neill,  Jietwoen  these  actresses  thoie  was  no  approach 
to  comparison,  One  was  a  genius,  great  in  her  art,  the  other 
respectable,  Hut  curiosity  was.  piqued.  The  play  of  '  Jane  Shore,' 
November  10th.  was  powerfully  easl,  and,  with  Miss  Q'Xeill  as  the 
heroine  and  Miss  Soroervillo  as  Alicia,  supported  by  Young  as 
Hustings,  Booth  as  Cluster,  and  myself  as  J.huuont.  Silled  the  theatre 
for  thirteen  or  fourteen  nights,  Praise  was  lavishly  bestowed  and 
rightfully  awarded  to  the  pedum  inn  cos  of  Miss  O'Neill,  and  young 
Miss  Somerville  was  what  might  be  considered  an  average  re- 
presentative of  Alicia:  but  Booth  was  so  ineffective  that  he  quitted 
the  theatre  after  the  first  night,  and  1'gerlon  tilled  bis  place. 
Good  fortune  attended  me  in  the  part  of  Dumont,  to  which  I  hent 
my  best  endeavours. $  Nor  was  T  less  favoured  in  the  criticisms 
passed  on  my  representation  of  the  Earl  of  "Warwick  in  the  tragedy 
of  that  nameS  —  which  was  revived  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
another  trial  to  Miss  Somerville,  in  I  he,  part  of  Margaret  of  Anjou. 
This  was  one  of  the  characters  in  which  Mrs.  Siddons,  by  the 

*  From  the  Times-  "The  character  of  Michael  IXu-ii.5  found  a  most  able 
representative  in  Mr.  Macrcady.  There  are  few  performers  on  the  stage  who 
produce  so  much  i:;:ei!t  without  nay  apparent  effort  as  this  gentleman." 

t  From  the  Times. — Mr.  Macrcady  cave  sniyio  very  ihu;  traits  of  the  dis- 
e'eruing  actor  in  the  part  of  fL.unaiii  r  he  yields,  to  no  one  in  the  delineation  of 
the  cool  and  crafty,  yet  hold  and  doPTmineJ  villain." 

J  From  the  Tim.  ■■  -"To  complete  1 1  e  catalogue  of  first-rate  performers, 
we  had  Mr.  Miicrendy  in  tire  part  of  Damon t.  The  character  probably  never 
had  before  so  excellent  a  representative." 

§  From  tlie  Momini/  Herald. '-It    was    one    of  the    finest   performances 

we  have  seen.  Mr.  Maereri'ly  tins  liie  sn-t  wlrii.U  so  few  hcMes  possess,  ;u:d 
which  is  the  per  ho  thai  of  deolnmaiion,  that  of  giving  tin;  iaagunge  of  the  part 
Die  air  id'  being  u npremeiH fated." 
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grandeur  of  her  deportment,  flic  truth  and  intensity  of  her  passion, 
presented  a  poetic  image,  ;m  historical  ideal,  that  far  transcended 
the  author's  conception.  Hiss  Somcrville  declaimed  the  part  as 
other  actresses  have  done,  but  left  no  particular  impression  of  its 
power.  This  lady's  appearance  in  London  was  attended  with  on 
unpleasant  denaeistrut.ion  of  the  actors' disappnn-nl  of  her  husband's 
proceedings.  A  weekly  theatrical  paper  had  been  started  in  praise 
of  Miss  Somerviilo  arid  in  d'.-prccialinn.  ol  lYIiss  (.Weill,  by  a  book- 
seller, Han  is,  whose  shop  in  lauv  Si  ri of  wasopymsile  to  i  he  theatre. 
It  was  very  soon  ascertained  that  Mr.  Bunn  had  set  it  on  foot,  and 
was  its  solo  editor.  As  tho  husband  of  Miss  Somcrville  ho  had 
been  allowed  the  entree  of  the  green-room ;  but  on  this  discovery 
Mr,  Fawcett,  the  stage-)nanup:cr,  open  the-  indignant  representation 
of  the  performers,  gave  him  to  undersla.nd,  with  some  very  severe 
comments  on  the  affair,  that  Lis  presence  in  the  green-room  was 
disagreeable  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  frequented  it,  and 
could  no  longer  be  permitted.  Upon  which  Mr.  Ijunn  very  peni- 
tently promised  lo  slop  the  publication  of  the  abusive  journal, 
and  his  strictures  on  the  performances  were  for  a  time  discon- 
tinued. Tho  paper  after  three  or  four  numbers  was  heard  of  no 
more. 

My  London  career  now  became,  a  regularly  progressive  one,  tho 
characters  alio  I.  tod  to  me  lahiidngme  generally  an  increase  of  favour 
as  I  grew  in  confidence  of  my  audience  and  of  my  own  powers. 
In  the  month  oiTobroary  SI  del  produced  his  tragedy  of  'Evadno.' 
Gifford,  the  author  of  tho  'b'aviad'  and  '  Maiviad,'  and  editor  of  tho 
An  ti' J  u  noli  in  and  Qwu-lcyly  lltvii'n;  had  mrt.  him  at  Murray's,  and 
given  him  the  proni'-idiecis  of  Shirley's  'Traitor,' as  he  was  pro- 
paring  the  edition  of  that  author's  works  for  the  press,  observing 
at  the  same  time  how  lit  lie  was  needed  to  adapt  it  J'ov  representation. 
Shiel  was  deli  j;li  led  wi;h  the  work;  he  read  it  tome,  and  expressed 
himself  particularly  gratified  in  the  oppori  unity  of  patting  such  a 
part  as  Ludovieo  in  my  hands,  and  very  speedily,  with  somo 
considerable  and  most  judicious  alterations,  sent,  in  the  play  to  Mr. 
Harris.  Harris's  observations  weve  to  the  effect,  that  "an  altered 
play  never  had  the  attraction  of  an  original  one,  and  that  the 
dramatist  who  could  wiitc  such  a  scene  as  thai'  of  '  the  statues'  in 
the  third  act,  orurkt  to  make  thev.hole  play  his  own.''  Accordingly 
the  play  of  'Evadno,  or  the  Statue,'  was  duly  prepared  and  put 
into  rehearsal.  Its  effect  in  represenlaiion,  TVlnnary  10th  (1819), 
was  very  great.  Miss  O'Neill  was  (ho  livadne,  in  all  the  charm,  the 
tenderness,  and  the  power  of  (he  character  ;  Young  as  Oolonna,  the 
brother,  and  Charles  KVonble  as  Viccntio,  the  lover,  were  both  at 
home  in  their  several  parts,  and  Ludovieo  proved  another  stepping- 
stone  for  myself.* 

*  From  Ike  Tina. — "  M/icrcaJy  proved  himself,  as  he  never  fails  to  do, 
i Tie  .lewmplisiiOLl  acfor:  wo  woi-o  in 1 1 .  in  sti-nck  by  a  ptss;i<;(!  in  the  (!rst  net, 

where,  after  he  had  Loeii  pr.n:!  Ling   tlie  i;n;;iiest  .idiil.nioii  and   meanness,  to 
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My  father's  difficulties  meantime  had  thicker.'-;!  around  him:  he 
had 'lost  the  Newcastle  Theatre,  his  main  dependence,  End  had 
opened  a  negotiation  for  the  lease  of  liiiit  sit  Bristol.  But  the 
funds  required  to  leave  his  old  abode  and  enter  on  a  new  specula- 
tion were  wanting.  These  were  supplied  by  the  contributions  of 
our  relations,  the  Birches,  and  my  sell'.  Jly  (wo  sisters,  who  up  to 
this  time  had  lived  with  oar  father,  now  took  the  independent 
resolution,  in  order  to  relieve  him  from  the  expense  of  their  main- 
tenance, of  going  out:  as  governesses.  J  was  strongly  opposed  to 
their  plan,  wishing  them  to  .share  my  home  :  la:t  they  were  Ann  in 
their  determination,  and  were  supported  in  it  by  on /relations'  and 
friends'  opinions.  Fortunately  1  was  .,],|0  (,-,  avail  myself  of  some 
vacant  nights  sit  ("ovent  Harden  to  en-ape  Terry,  and,  taking  him 
down  with  mo  to  Bristol,  we  presented  a  very  imposing  hill  of  fare 
for  the  inauguration  of  my  father's  new  enterprise,  by  acting  to- 
gether forhim  Ihe  tbreu  first  nights  of  his  season,  beginning  with 
Easter  Monday.  Tins  was  a  good  shirt  for  him,  and  he  was  able  to 
maintain  his  position  in  that  city  with  general  respect  and  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  green-room  news  on  our  return  to  Loudon  was  the  accept- 
ance by  the  Coven t  Garden  managers  of  a  tragedy  by  Maturin,  the 
success  of  whose  previous  works,  '  Bertram,'  'Manuel,'  &c,  gave 
pungency  to  the  curiosity  such  an  announcement  excited.  In 
these  there  was  evidence  "f  great  power,  passion,  and  poetry ;  and 
only  originality  of  invention  was  waiil-in;;;  to  justify  the  award  of 
genius  lo  the  author's  clever  combinations.  But  in  his  novels,  as 
in  his  dramatic  efforts,  ho  .seems  io  have  been  under  the  magnetic 
influence  of  what,  lie  approved  or  admired  in  others,  which  with  an 
irrcsisiible  force  drew  him,  T  believe  unconsciously,  into  imitation. 
With  sundry  properties  of  genius  he  yet  was  deficient  in  its 
primary  element,  patience — the  confidence  to  wait  for  the  birth 
and  maturity  of  his  own  conceptions,  His  play  of  'Fredolfo,' 
perhaps  the  least  to  be  commended  of  all  his  works,  supported  by 
the  Co  vent  Garden  company,  could  not  fail  of  fa!]  justice  from  a 
cast  including  Miss  O'Neill,  Young,  Charles  Kemble,  &c.  But 
opinion  was  unanimous  in  the  grcen-rooin  on  its  fate.  Of  the 
characters,  three  of  them  were  villains— the  three  degrees  of 
comparison,  bad,  worse,  worst.  Young  was  Fredolfo,  1he  positive  ; 
Yates,  the  comparative,  Bcrthold  ;  and  to  me  was  commuted  the 
superlative,  "Wallenberg,— a  very  voluptuary  in  villany,  whom 
it  was  not  possible  the  taste  of  any  audience  could  tolerate. 
Mr.  Alai-ie  Watts  was  the  friend  to  whom  the  supervision  of  the 
rehearsals  and  the  care  of  the  author's  interests  were  intrusted, 
and  he  was  as  confident  in  the  triumph  of  (ho  tragedy  as  all  the 
aetois  were  of  its  damnation, 

divert  the  attention  of  the  ion;  from  hU  rcvcrsled  treason,  he  assumes,  on  his 
departure,  n  manly  auitivk  oa.l  £«stii  uliOion,  in  [he  finest  contrast  with  Ilia 
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Its  production  was  so  Ions?  retarded,  though  nil  concerned  were 
perfect  in.  their  parts,  by  the  severe  illness  of  Young,  that  tlie 
managers  were  driven,  after  three  weeks'  delay,  to  the  decisivo 
step  of  altering  the  cast.  I  was  desired  to  prepare  myself  in 
Fredolfo,  a  very  long  part ;  that  of  "Wallenberg  was  sent  to  Terry, 
and  the  play  was  to  be  represented,  uuitr.  qui  mute,  on  that  day 
(Saturday)  week,  T  acted  Pierre  in  'Venice  Preserved'  on  the 
night  the  change  was  made,  and  (he  next  morning  was  early  up 
and  on  work  at-FredoIfo.  The  play  was  rehearsed  on  Monday, 
and  Mr.  Harris  went  on  the  stage  in  some  anxiety  to  inquire  of 
McCuIloch,  the  prompter,  Itow  the  rehearsal  had  "  gone  off."  His 
first  question  was :  "  Did  llaeroady  know  anything  of  Fredolfo?" 
"Ho  was  perfect  in  every  line  ei"  it,''  was  MutCiiIIoch's  answer. 
"  And  Terry  in  Wallenberg'.'"  added  Harris.  "Bid  not  know  a 
word  of  it,"  rejoined  .UcOuUoch.  Terry  was  a  very  clever  actor, 
with  a  remarkably  quick  study,  to  which  he  always  trusted, 
generally  rehearsing  with  his  book  in  bis  hand  till  the  morning  of 
the  play's  performance.  My  system,  on  tlie  contrary,  as  I  have 
before  observed,  was  te  pluck  out  all  the  advantage  that  could  he 
derived  from  every  opportunity  of  practice.  Young  rose  from  his 
sick  bed,  and  the  original  east  was  tiiaiaiained.  Tlie  play  passed 
(May  12th,  1S1!>)  with  liltle  applause  ami  occasional  disapprobation 
to  tlie  last  scene,  the  interior  of  a  cathedra  I,  at  the  altar  of  which 
Wallenberg  had  secured  1,'rilda  (Mbs  O'Neill),  and  threatened 
Adelmar,  her  lover  (Charles  Keinhle),  who  with  his  band  had  burst 
in  to  her  rescue,  with  her  instant  death  unless  ho  surrendered 
his  sword.  In  the  agony  of  his  despair  Adoiuiur  on  his  knees 
gave  his  weapon  into  the  bauds  of  Wallenberg,  who  plunged  it 
directly  into  his  bosom,  upon  which  the  pit  got  up  with  a  perfect 
yell  of  indignation,  sack  as,  "(  fancy,  was  never  before  heard  in  a 
theatre.  Not  another  syllable  was  audible.  The  curtain  fell  in  a 
tumult  of  opposition,  anil  '  lYodoll'o'  was  never  acted  again. 

Tito  approaching  close  of  the  season  was  intimated  by  the  notice 
of  tlie  performers'  benefits,  tied  frequent  messages  were  sent  to 
me  from  the  box-office,  reporting  inquiries  there,  wh ether  it  was 
my  intention  to  take  a  night,  and  intimating  that  if  I  would  act 
Richard  III.  I  might  calculate  on  a  crowded  house.  But  al- 
though I  was  sensible  of  my  growth  in  public  favour,  I  hesitated 
to  set  on  such  a  venture  the  vantage-ground  1  had  gained. 
Between  Young  and  myself  there  was  something  of  a  feeling  of 
rivalry,  which,  however,  did  not  interfere  with  the  courtesy  that, 
although  distant,  was  always  maintained  between  us.  I  made  it  a 
point  to  oblige  him  on  the  occasion  of  his  benefits,  and  this  year 
studied  for  him,  in  'Julius  Cresar,'  the  "lean  and  wrinkled 
Cassius."  a  part  in  the  representation  of  which  I  have  through  my 
professional  life  taken  peculiar  pleasure,  as  one  among  Shake- 
speare's most  perfect  specimens  of  idiosyncrasy. 

The  theatres,  no  loss  than  the  public,  were  taken  by  surprise  upon 
the    advertisement  of  Charles    K.enihlc's  benefit.     The    Queen    of 
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Tragedy,  Mrs.  Siddons,  had  consented  to  appear  once  again  upon 
the  stage  !  To  those  who  bad  enjoyed  the  privilege  in  former  days 
of  appreciating  the  disj^fiys  of  her  transcendent  genius,  and  -who, 
in  her  performance  of  Lady  Macbeth  in  1S17,  had  been  regretful 
witnesses  of  the  tolal  decline  of  her  physical  powers,  llie  announce- 
ment was  an  unwelcome  one.  tier  admirers,  joalens  of  her  lame, 
felt  it  an  injustice  to  herself,  and  blamed  diaries  Kemble  for 
soliciting  the  sacrifice  from  her.  His  purpose  was,  however,  fully 
answered  by  tin-  thronged  attendance  of'all  ranks  to  get  a  parting 
sight  of  tho  greatest  actress  of  her  own  or  perhaps  of  any  time. 
The  play  was  'Douglas.'  How- ineffaceable  Impressed  on  my  memory 
was  her  matchless  personation  of  the  widowed  mother  seven  years 
before  !  I  then  was  the  young  Norval,  now  Charles  Kemblc's 
character.  Youjijt  retained  old  Xorval,  and  lllenalvon  remained  of 
course  with  me.  Mrs.  Siddons  appeared  dune  SJth,  "  for  that  night 
only,"  as  Lady  Randolph.  On  her  former  reappearance  as  Lady 
Macbeth  there  had  not  been  one  salient  point  to  break  the  sombre 
levei  of  the  nn impassioned  recitation.  On  Ibis  night  there  was  a 
gleam  of  the  "  original  brightness,"  in  which  many  like  myself  no 
doubt  rejoiced,  as  calculated  to  afford  to  those  who  had  not  known 
her  days  of  triumph  sume  slcvht  glimpse  of  the  grand  simplicity 
and  force  of  her  style.  "When,  as  Glenalvon,  I  stood  intently 
riveting  my  gaze  upon  her,  as  she  uttered htv  threatening  caution 
regarding  Norval.  siie  paused  ;  thru  i^ine-  her  eyes  sternly  upon 
me,  in  a  tone  of  insulted  dignity  and  with  a  commanding  air, 
con  tinned : 

"Thou  look'flt  at  me  as  if  thou  fiiin  wouM'st  pry 

concluding  with  the  majesiic  confidence  of  truth; 
"Tis  open  as  my  speech." 

The  effect  was  electric,  and  the  house  responded  with  peals  of 
applause.  But  this  was  as  the  last  flicker  of  the  dying  flame ;  no 
ll;i sh  enlightened  the  succeed i tig  scenes.  J It-.s-  powers  were  no  longer 
equal  to  those  bursts  of  pa-sion  in  which,  with  unrivalled  skill,  she 
had  formerly  swayed  at  will  the  feelings  of  her  audience.  Those 
who  have  only  known  I  he  }i;;!u1ingof  Gnido  in  the  faint  and  watery 
colourings  of  his  pencil's  later  productions  (characterised  by  cog- 
noscenti as  his  "  feeble,  manner"),  could  scarcely  give  the  artist 
credit  for  such  works  as  tin;  Martyrdom  of  Si.  Tct(  r,  the  Aurora,  the 
Madonna  at  Tlologms,  and  other  man  els  of  his  art,  which  won  him 
renown  in  his  earlier  and  happier  day.  Still  less  could  they  who 
had  been  present  al.no  oilier  performance  of  Mrs.  Siddons  than  these 
two  last  attempts  have  formed  any  idea,  of  the  matchless  fidelity 
with  which  the  passions  of  our  nature  eou'd  be  portrayed,  or  have 
remotely  conceived  of"  the  point,  of  sublimity  to  which  her  wonder- 
ful powers  of  expression  could,  raise  the  poet's  thought.  In  no 
other  theatrical  artist  were,  I  believe,  the  charms  of  voice,  tho 
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graces  of  personal  beauty,  and  the  gifts  of  genius  ever  so  grandly 
ainl  harmoniously  combined. 

The  close  of  this  season  was  rendered  further  memorable  by  tlio 
disappearance  of  another  "  bright  particular  star,"  indeed  one  of 
the  brightest  that  over  clitb.-.i-cd  in  the  theatrical  firmament.  On 
the  evening  of  July  i:-:tli  (\?±v<)  Miss  O'Neill  acted  Mrs.  Haller  in 
'The  Stranger,'  announced  in  the  playbills  as  "her  last  per- 
formance before  Christmas."  It  was  her  last,  performance  in 
London.  Before  Christmas  -.he  had  exchanged  the  public  triumphs 
of  her  laborious  art  for  tin'.  trooquil  h  licit y  t.o' domestic  life  by  her 
union  with  Sir  "William  Wrixon  llccher,  l.lsirt.,  M.P.  for  Mallow. 
With  endowments  of  genius  that  placed  her  on  the  very  loftiest 
pinnacle  of  her  profession,  she  was  gifted  with  virtues  and  native 
graces  that  would  have  relieved  mid  slnal  lustre  on  iho  highest,  rank. 
Like  the  star  of  Hipparchus,  sho  had  suddenly  shone  out  (o  the 
surprise  and  wonder  of  nil  beholders,  and,  sifter  a  brief  display  of 
her  glory,  as  suddenly  and  silently  had  vanished  from  their  sight. 

My  course  for  the  summer  lay  Tioi.Hhward,  and,  leaving  my  sisler 
Letitia  to  visit  her  Newcastle  friends,  1  went  onwards  to  my  en- 
gagement at  Edinburgh,  which  did  little  more  than  cover  my 
expenses,  lint  these  mischances,  when,  they  occurred,  seldom  gave 
much  disturbance  to  my  philosophy,  and  in  a  note  I  made  at  the 
time  of  this  visit  I  remark,  "In  warm  and  enihusiastic  approbation 
no  place  to  mo  ever  was  more  kind.  The  fervour  of  those  who 
came  to  see  me"  (and,  if  I  remember  rigidly,  the  authors  of 
'Essays  on  Taste'  and  the  'Man  of  Feeling'  were  conspicuous 
among  them)  "almost  recompensed  me  for  the  absence  of  those 
who  stayed  away."  My  chief  causo  of  regret  in  leaving  that 
beautiful  and  iniercsling  city  was  my  inability  to  present  the 
letters  of  introduction  with  winch  I  had  been  furnished  to  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  who  at  that  time  was  confined  to  his  hod  by  a 
serious  and,  it  was  feared,  a  dangerous  illness.  Happily  he  lived 
to  swell  still  further  the  amount  of  his  contributions  to  the  world's 
entertainment  and  instruction;  but  the  expectations  I  had  fondly 
cherished  of  making-  his  acquaintance  were  for  once  and  all  dis- 
appointed. Another  introduction  was  scarcely  more  fortunate. 
My  good  old  friend  liirch,  who  never  mi.ssed  an  occasion  of  servile 
me,  had  sent  me  a  letter  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  a  physician  in  high 
practice,  to  whose  son  he  had  shown  great  kindness  at.  J'ugby, 
The  letter  I  left  with  my  card  at  the  Doctor's  house.  The  only 
notice  given  of  its  delivery  was  a  guinea  sent  for  a  box-ticket  on 
the  day  of  my  benefit,  which  I  immediately  enclosed  in  a  note,  to 
the  effect  that  in  wishing  to  give  n:e  the  pleasure  of  j  lr.  Hamilton's 
acquaintance,  my  relative  and  friend  could  have  had  no  intention 
of  laying  a  tax  on  his  liberality;  that  it  was  not  ray  practice  to 
receive  presents  on  my  benefit-nights ;  and  with  due  acknow- 
ledgments of  his  courtesy,  1  begged  to  return  his  enclosure.  He 
called  on  me  the  next  day,  but  I.  had  left  Edinburgh,  and  his  card 
was  sent  after  me.     A  few  performances  at  Glasgow  somewhat 
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improved  the  state  of  my  thinner*,  hikI  Hire1  idle  weeks  were  now 
before  me,  whieli  I  thought  could  not  Lo  laid  out  to  better 
advantage  than  in  vlsiling  llic  romantic  scenery  which  in  this 
"  land  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood  "  invito!  me  on  every  side. 
My  first  excursion  was  to  the  1'alls.  of  Clyde,  and  the  grand  and 
picturesque  ravine  of  Cnrtland  Cvaigs.  The  cascades  of  Stonebyres 
and  Bonnington  would  not  have  recompensed  mo  for  the  fatigue 
of  my  walk,  hut  that  of  (,'orra  .Linn  may  vie  in  picturesque  effect 
witli  many  of  greater  volume  and  altiliule,  and  justifies  the 
magnificent  apostrophe  of  AVe.rds  worth's  noble  ode,  "  Lord  of  the 
vale !  Astounding  flood !"  blending  as  it  does  the  grand  with  the 
beautiful  in  happiest  union. 

At  that  time  steamboats  wore  few  and  railroads  unknown.  TJie 
Highlands  were  consequently  L.  ss  accessible  than  they  now  are, 
and  the  solitudes  of  wild  ami  rumanlic  scenery  were  comparatively 
rarely  invaded  hy  the  parties  of  pleasure  and  tourists  that  now 
crowd  to  them  in  1.1 10  summer  season.  Now  on  the  sites  of 
shielings  where  J.  was  glad  to  tind  ititrAr  and  whisky,  there  are 
spacious  hotels,  with  champagne,  fancy  bread  and  every  luxury, 
and  the  pleasure  of  '-roughing  il  "  (U>  yoimg  people  adding  so  much 
zest  to  their  enjoyment)  has  disappeared  before  the  comforts  of 
civilisation.  There  was.  however,  iacn  a  stcmnboat  that  made  its 
■weekly  run  from  Glasgow  to  the  head  of  Loch  Line,  and  in  this,  a 
bright  summer  morning  givir.g  me  splendid  views,  along  the  ex- 
panding Clyde,  of  Dumbarton,  The  Kyles  of  liute,  Kotlisay  and  the 
distant  hills,  I  reached  at  sunset  the  town  of  inverary. 

Here  my  pedestrian  tour  began  :  and  from  hence  my  route  lay 
to  l'ortsotiochan  ou  i.oeh  Awe.  across  .Lakes  Ktive  anil  (..'reran  in 
sight  of  Ben  Cruachan— to  Ballahulish  on  Loch  Lev  en— through 
the  sternly-wild  ami  sublime  pass  of  (ilencoe,  by  King's  House — 
and  Inveronan  to  Tyndrum,  each  day's  journey  varying  in  detail 
the  grandeur  and  beauly  of  1  lie  scenes  through  which  I  passed. 
As  I  told  a  friend,  1  really  felt  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Leven,  "Had 
I  been  born  here,  I  should  have  been  a  poet."  Such  scenes  must 
inspire  lofty  thoughts,  and  feed  the  mind  with  images  of  the 
purest  beauty,  of  which  they  who  keep  their  eyes  upon  the  level 
of  the  crowded  street  can  seldom  or  ever  dream.  It  is  with  an 
inward  delight  and  glorying  that  gating  on  Nature's  splendours 
we  sympathise  with  AY oid worth's  emotions,  and  feel  ourselves 
they 

"Have  no  need  of  ii  i-emcitur  charm 
liy   llioiiLpt.  s'.:[:;i!iiv.l,  or  ;iny  i:itcv&ii 
Laboi'iwdil  from  the  eye." 

The   only  approach  to  an  adventure,  if  I  may  call  it   bo,  that 

diversified  the  even  tenor  of  my  way  was  owing  to  my  deviation 
from  the  ordinary  track  of  road.  My  old  guide  from  Tyndrum 
promised  totake  me  by  a  "  short,  en!,  just  about  eighteen  miles  and 
a  bittock,"  over  the  Braes  of  l.'alquhidder  to  (he  west  end  of  Loch 
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Katrine:  Locli  Kid  vim1,  the  goal  of  my  oxyji-fliiTcii,  the  object  of  my 
most  ardent  wishes.  We  slatted  in  excellent  spirits,  and  got  over 
the  level  road  at  a  gallant  pa.ee;  but  what  might  have  been 
"  eighteen  miles  and  a.  bit  took"  in  a  champaign  country  was  more 
than  doubled  in  faligue  when  the  retardations  of  swamp,  rushes, 
and  high  heather  up  these  toilsome  braes  are  taken  into  account. 
I  saw,  however,  much  to  interest  mc  in  Ibis  wearying  walk.  A 
battle-field  was  pointed  out.  tome  by  my  guide,  but  all  my  searching 
inquiries  could  gain  from  iiini  no  more  than  that  the  MncNabs 
Buffered  greatly  there.  Continuing  our  walk  by  a  small  river's 
side,  we  came  to  a  deep  lode  hi  a  lit t Ju  bend  of  the  stream,  where 
he  informed  me  the  "wild  folk  were  dookit."  I  could  not  at 
first  understand  him,  but  made  out  at  last  that,  it  was  sacred  to 
St.  Fillan,  and  that  after  the  insane  persons  were  immersed,  or,  in  his 
own  phrase,  "  dookit, "  there,  the  superstition  required  that  each  of 
them  should  add  a  stone  to  the  large  round  heap  which  I  observed 
on  the  losv  dill'  above,  the  water's  edge.  It  then  occurred  at  once 
to  me  that  this  wus  one  of  those  places  of  pilgrimage  alluded  to 
by  the  Palmer  in  '  Marmion'  as 

"St.  Fillan's  hlcsscil  well, 

Whilst  fiirjn;  inn  fitii ;[■.:■!  iheruns  ili-j  ■■>], 
Atirj  (hi!  iiini:!  ln-iiin  restore." 

In  the  dreariest  waste  of  the  braes,  when;  (here  was  neither  path- 
way nor  track,  and  where  all  looked  as  if  the  fool,  of  man  had  never 
broken  on  its  silence,  to  my  great  surprise  i  came  upon  a  tumulus 
with  four  large  stones  fronting  eaeli  other  at  its  base,  answering  to 
the  description  of  a  chieftain's  loath  in  Ussian.  These  monuments 
carry  us  back  into  tho  world  of  conjecture,  where  "  all  that  wo 
know  is,  nothing  can  lie  known." 

I  could  have  willingly  rested  here  some  time;  but  the  day  was 
advancing,  and  it  was  necessary  to  wend  on  our  way  "over  hill, 
over  dale,  through  ling,  through  briar;"  and  as  the  sun  was  pouring 
down  his  hottest  be  units,  and  the  "  short  cut''  seemed  to  lengthen 
itself  out  interminably,  my  patience  began  to  give  way.  Indeed  I 
diafed  as  much  from  ilhhumour  (to  my  discredit  be  it  confessed) 
as  from  the  broiling  heat,  A  spectator  would  have  been  amused 
to  have  seen  the  wrathful  glances  I  east  at.  my  good-natured  old 
guide,  as  every  now  and  then  he  would  turn  round  to  me  with 
a  complacent,  grin,  and.  wiping  with  his  hand  Hie  perspiration 
streaming  from  bis  forehead,  ejaculate— "  Oh !  it's  pleasant:"  I 
am  afraid  I  recti ved  ids  observations  very  ungraciously,  his  "short 
cut"  being  the  most,  laborious  journey!  hail  ever  taken,  and  feeling 
myself  completely  ''  done  up"  by  it.  lint  the  longest  road  has  an 
end,  nnd  there  is  a  summit  to  Tialquhidder.  which  at  length  wo 
reached,  and  oh,  what  a  burst  of  beauty  on  my  sight  was  there! 
The  sun  was  not  yet  below  tho  hills, , and  under  its  sloping  rays 
Loch  Katrine  lay  before  me  like  a  sheet  of  molten  gold  in  a 
framework  of  mountain,  wood,  rock,  and  shrub,  intermingled  and 
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disposed  as  if  in  one  of  Nature's  happiest  moments  of  design. 
The  effect  of  this  glorious  view  upon  me  vus  most  extraordinary  ; 
wine  could  not  have  produced  Mich  instantaneous  and  wonderful 
exhilaration :  I  was  really  enraptured  by  it ; 

"  Sound  needed  none, 

Kor  any  voico  of  joy  ;  my  spirit  disnk 
Tha  spectacle." 

After  gazing  a  few  minutes  in  transport  on  tire  gorgeous  splendour 
of  the  scene,  I  bounded  down  the  long  hill-side  in  the  wildest 
effervescence  of  spirits,  all  annoyance  nod  fatigue  forgotten  as  if  it 
had  never  been,  and  at  the  hot  turn  1  aid  :imr  over  a  gale,  that  opened 
into  an  enclosure  in  front,  of  a  substaiit'al-leoking  farmhouse,  was 
accosted  in  rather  a  surly  tone  by  a  farmer-looking  man — "What's 
your  villi?"  To  my  explanation  tbat  1  had  had  a  long  day's  walk, 
and  would  le  obliged  to  him  for  a  night's  shelter,  lor  which  1 
would  willingly  make  any  rcnruncralhn,  he  very  brusquely  in- 
formed me  that  at  (lie  other  end  of  the  lake  there  was  "a, public," 
and  that  he  "  bad  no  room  for  me."  1  begged  for  the  accommoda- 
tion even  of  a  barn,  but  lie  was  inexorable;  "for  the  loan  of  a 
boat?"  His  brief  answer  was.  that  about  half  a  mile  off  there  was 
"a  cottager  who  kept  a  boat,"  and  with  this,  returning  to  Iris 
house,  he  shut  the  duur  in  a  sullicieiifly  intolHpUu  manner. 

My  guide  bad  now  made  his  way  down  the  hill,  and  rejoined  me, 
observing,  "Eh,  sir,  ye' re  no  thai:  iired  noo,  I  see!"  He  informed 
me  that  the  place  was  called  Portnellan,  and  that  the  churlish 
laird's  name  was  Graham.  But  there  was  no  time  to  lose,  and  we 
made  at  once  for  the  boatman's  cottage.  Arrived  there,  the  boat, 
at  no  great:  distance,  with  two  men  in  it,  was  hailed,  and  a  bargain 
made  with  them,  to  take  me  to  the  other"  end  of  the  Loch.  Having 
paid  and  parted  with  my  guide,  we  went  briskly  on  our  way  up  the 
lake.  The  evening  shades  were  tailing  fast  when  we  bad  rowed 
about  four  miles,  and,  being  still  damp  alter  my  profuse  perspira- 
tion, I  felt  quite  chilled  by  the  cold  air  of  the  lake.  My  feet  were 
numbed,  and  finding  myself  unequal  to  further  exertion,  I  desired 
the  men  to  pull  to  the  left-hand  shore,  where  up  (lie  high  sloping 
bank  I  saw  a  sort  of  one-storied  collage-building  of  two  or  three 
rooms.  As  I  approached  it  four  or  five  dogs  came  out,  and  with 
their  furious  barking  kept  me  at  bay,  till  the  owner,  a  stout-looking 
peasant,  about  thirty  years  old,  appeared,  and  driving  them  away, 
inquired  my  business.  This  was  soon  told;  I  was  wearied  out, 
and  if  he  could  give  me  shelter  for  the  night,  a  sheaf  of  straw  and 
a  crust  of  bread,  I  would  pay  him  h  a  mi; comely.  ■  "  Oh,"  be  replied, 
"  yon  Southern  gentleman  think  a  poor  Highlander  can't  give  yon 
a  bed;  but  you  sliall  have  a  bed,  and  blankets  too,  and  sheets 
too,  whichever  you  iike  best ;  walk  in,  sir."  The  boatmen  were 
appointed  to  call  forme  nest  morning,  and  most  thankfully  did  I 
follow  my  kind  host  into  his  lowly,  hospitable  abode. 

He  led  me  into  an  inner  room,  evidently  the  parlour  of  the  rostic 
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dwelling;  the  walls  were  in  some  plaees  plastered,  but  in  others 
the  rough  stones  of  the  wall  were  left  bare.     Jinking  up  a  good 

Eaat  fire  on  tho  open  hearth,  and  helping  rue  to  pull  oil'  my  soaked 
oots,  he  seemed  intent  oil  doing  Ids  bust  for  my  comfort,  but 
when  I  asked  him.  feeling  dreadfully  chilled,  if"  lie  could  oblige  me 
with  a  glass  of  whisky,  lie  made  no  answer,  and  I  perceived  a  dis- 
i i iol inatiori  to  comply  with  my  request;,  1'iid  lie  suspect  me  to  be  a 
branch  of  tho  excise  on  a  detective  errand  ?  At  length,  after  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour's  conversation  on  sundry  mailers,  ho  wer.t  out 
and  returned  with  a  bottle,  from  which  he  poured  mo  a  bumper  of 
the  cordial  beverage— a  neelarean  draught  to  ray  chilly  frame- 
real  mountain,  dew.  After  some  time  a  servant,  lassie  laid  a  clean 
eloth,  spoons,  knives,  and  soup-plales  on  the  table:  and  whilst  I 
■was  wondering,  with  the  fear  of  a  haggis  present  to  me,  what  our 
supper  was  to  consist:  of,  a  large  basin  covered  over  was  brought 
in,  which  to  my  groat  contentment  proved  full  of  mashed  potatoes, 
prepared  «  mere<:iUc.  This,  with  rich  new  milk  poured  over  it, 
gave  me  a  supper,  the  relish  of  which  I  can  well  rem  umber.  Cheese 
and  oatcake,  with  whisky- toddy,  crowned  foe  delicious  repast.  My 
good  kost  showed  mo  into  a  little  room  adjoining,  that  measured 
about  sis  feet  by  eight,  on  one  side  of  which  was  a  bed  with 
clean  coarse  sheets,  and  a  basin  and  towel  perfectly  convenient. 
Tho  sky  showing  itself  through  some  breaks  in  the  roof,  tended 
perhaps  a  little  to  prolong  my  uiusin^,  but  did  not  otherwise  inter- 
fere with  a  good  night's  rest.  The  very  peculiarity  and  novelty 
of  the  circumstances  and  the  situation  added  to  my  enjoyment. 

Next  morning  early,  wrapped  in  my  cloak  and  only  partially 
dressed,  I  was  passing  out  of  the  door,  when  my  host  bade  me 
good  morning,  and  inquired  where  I  was  going.  I  told  him  to 
bathe  in  the  lake.  The  water  of  the  lake  was  too  cold,  he  said, 
and  asked,  "Can  you  swim?"  Having  satisfied  kirn  on  that  head, 
ho  directed  mo  to  take  the  path  along  the  field  to  my  left,  which 
would  bring  me  to  "  iho  burnie  that,  runs  into  the  Loch,"  where 
I  should  find  a  convenient  place  to  bathe,  following  the  path,  I 
soon  came  within  sound  of  the  rushing  stream,  which,  shrouded  in 
a  deep  cleft,  was  pouring  over  it  a  rocky  bed  down  flic  long  steep 
slope  of  the  hill.  Tho  place  f  reached,  descending  to  the  water's 
brink,  was  subject,  for  a  painter's  pencil  or  a  poet's  pen.  The  burn, 
that  in  its  downward  course  had  been  rushing  over  and  between 
the  rocks  with  noisy  violence,  welled  in  this  hollow,  as  if  for  a 
temporary  rest,  into  a  round,  silent,  pool,  about  fourteen  or  fifteen 
yards  across,  of  such  transparent  clearness  as  made  it  appear  of 
inconsiderable  depth,  showing  every  sione  and  weed  beneath  its 
surface.  The  rocks  at  cither  side  looked  as  if  prepared  by  the  kind 
genius  of  the  place  as  seals  and  tables  lor  a  Naiad's  toilet,  whilst 
the  thick,  overhanging  foliage  screened  it  from  every  passing  sight. 
It  was  a  most  enelia.nl  ing  scene.  The  water  was  very  deop,  and 
the  glow  I  felt  after  a-  goodswlm  in  it  was  most,  delightful.  I  have 
never  lorgotten  tho  Naiad's  grotto,  for  such  it  might  appropriately 
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be  called.  After  a  capital  breakfast  on  tea,  oatcake,  eggs,  and 
mutton-ham,  the  boatmen  appeared,  ami  T  took  a  grateful  leave 
of  my  hospitable  llidthmdcr,  with  the  utmost  difficulty  compelling 
him  to  accept  a  token  of  my  obligation  to  him.  ilis  deliberate 
manner,  sound  good  sense,  and  ready  and  conscientious  kindness, 
gave  me  an  admirable  specimen  ef  Scotch  character. 

We  rowed  merrily  up  the  lake,  visiting  tho  island,  the  Goblin's 
Cave,  and  every  spin  (hat  Scott's  poeiry  has  invested  with  a  never- 
dying  interest..  Passing  through  the  Trusachs,  my  onward  walk 
in  company  of  a  guide  was  to  Aberfovle,  and  tlieneo  along  tho 
banks  of  Loch  Ard,  over  the  shoulder  of  J!en  Lomond  to  a 
very  snug  inn  at  Bowardiunan,  on  the  sliorcs  of  Loch  Lomond. 
Tlio  next  day  gave  me  in  a,  steamboat  the  lour  of  (lie  lake  as  high 
as  Bob  Boy's  Cave,  and  the  night  found  me  com fu viable  housed  in 
my  hotel  at  Glasgow.  Desirous  of  (".lining  to  tho  best  account 
my  short  stay  hero,  I  made  the  round,  with  my  friend  John  Tait, 
of  tho  objects  must  worthy  of  attention.  The  beautiful  crypt  of 
St.  Mango's  Cathedral— the  most,  beautiful  and  picturesque  I  have 
ever  seen — I  never  fail  to  revisit  when  staying  m  this  noble  city. 
The  college,  with  iis  ilnntio-ian  ^Iuser.m,  the  scenes,  associated 
with  Scott's  '  Rob  Hoy,'  the  Tolbooth,  the  Salt  market  (to  whose 
dirty  extent  faith  int.lie  great  novelist's  relat ion  lent  interest  as  the 
residence  of  llaillie  Jarvie),  came  within  our  tour. 

Hut  uppermost  in  my  mind  was  alway.s'the.  cult  ivation  of  my  art; 
and  as  the  aim  and  object  of  all  true  art  is  the  skilful  blending  of  the 
real  and  tho  ideal,  it  becomes  the  siuilenl's  study  to  store  his  mind 
abundantly  with  facts,  at  the  same  time  that  lie  gives  frco  scope 
to  the  exercise  of  Ms  imagination.  Whatever,  therefore,  might 
extend  my  experience  of  the  various  aspects  human  nature  may  put 
on  in  tlio  vicissitudes  of  pain  and  pleasure,  suffering  or  enjoyment, 
I  regarded  as  a  needful  and  imperative  study.  Under  this  persua- 
sion it  was  that  1  braced  up  my  nerves  (always  acutely  sensitive  to 
a  sight  of  suffering)  to  go  through  the  lunatic  asylum.  The  super- 
intendent was  a  very  intelligent  person,  whose  conduct  of  tho 
establishment  had  gained  him  great  credit;  he  was  most  courteous; 
and  in  directing  my  attention  to  the  several  peculiarities  of  tho 
hapless  inmates,  greatly  assisted  me  in  the  earnest  scrutiny  with 
which  I  watched  every  movement,  every  play  of  feature  of  those 
stricken  creatures.  It  -was  reading  one  of  the  most  harrowing 
pages  out  of  Nature's  book,  and  so  faithfully  conned  over  that 
every  character  was  impressed  indelibly  '-"<  my  memory.  I  had 
gone  through  two  wards,  and  when  my  conductor  was  applying 
his  key  to  the  grated  door  o(  the  third.  I  declined,  being,  iiuii  oil. 
quito  unable  to  extend  my  observations  further.  I  took  from 
thence  lessons,  painful  ones  indeed,  that  in  at  tor- years  added  to 
the  truth  of  my  representations. 

The  remainder  of  the  day,  till  my  friend  left  me  in  the  evening 
at  my  lodgings,  was  passed  in  si ght- seeing.  I  went  to  bod  at  an 
early  hour,  and  had  scarce  laid  iIihie  when  every  image  that  I  had 
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so  carefully  scanned  at  the  asylum  in  the  morning  came  before  me 
in  such  terrible  rnnlity,  such  .fleshly  distinctness,  that,  unable  to 
shut  them  from  my  sight,  I  said  to  myself  in  a  perfect  agony  of  en- 
durance, "  I  would,  give  worlds  to  believe  this  a  dream."  It  was 
really  horrible,  ami  worked  me  into  a  slale  of  mental  agony  that 
made  me  fear  I  was  on  the  pjint  of  Insiii^-  my  senses.  I  had  only 
at  last  power  left  mo  to  raise  myself  on  my  knees  upon  my  bed, 
and  in  a  few  despairing  words  pray  with  frantic  fervour  that  I 
might  only  retain  my  intellect  whilst  I  lived,  when  I  must  have 
sunk  down  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  have  found  eventually  in 
sleep  a  refuge  from  the  dreadful  vision.  About  half  a  year  after 
the  same  resemblances  re!  urned  to  me,  but  so  shadowy  and  faint 
that  I  could  perceive  it  to  bo  an  illusion. 

From  Glasgow  I  went  to  a  successful  engagement  with  my 
father  at  Swansea,  accompanying  him  from  thence  to  Bristol, 
where  a  fortnight's  perform, uiecs.  concluded  my  London  vacation. 
At  Bristol  orders  from  the  managers  reached  me  to  prepare  myself 
in  Hie  part  of  Macduff  for  Monday,  September  6th  (18ly),  to  begin 
tho  Covent  Garden  season;  for  Wednesday  in  Joseph  Surface, 
which  I  had  never  acted ;  for  the  following  Monday  in  Rolla ;  and 
to  be  perfect  in  the  new  character  of  ."Mordent,  for  the  second 
Wednesday.  This  was  eerlainH-  rather  hlirh  |>res«iivc.  Macduff  I 
was  obliged  to  (Iodine,  and  to  frive  every  unoccupied  minute  to  the 
other  parts.  Hitherto  my  onward  and  upward  course  had  been 
looked  on  with  hope,  and  not  without  eon  tide  nee,  by  many  habitual 
frequenters  of  tho  theatre,  while  by  others  a  certain  amount  of 
talent,  not  treading  on  the  heels  of  their  own  favourites,  was 
(rnirt singly  conceded  to  mo.  But  now  a  wider  Held  seemed  opening 
to  me,  and  in  my  return  to  London  for  the  ensuing  season  the 
opportunity  for  ;airlv  testing  mv  powers  shone  out  in  prospect 
tome. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

1819-1820.— Letters    from    brother   in    I ndis— London    season— Favourable 

opening— Josep'i  Surface— Italia— Mordent— Ue nrv  V.-  -Otli  olio— Rob  Roy 
— Cuvm— Hotspur-  Clytiis— Desperate  comliiion  of  On  vent  Garden  Theiilro 
—first,  appearaace  ia  Itnaiarci  ill. — iiitiiplets  siiceess—Gu)  temporary  cri- 
(iei.-iins  — flfcct  1)11  lac  trra.surj  ul"  llie  theatre  —  Aliens!  position — Aceuuilt. 
of  Ill's.  Siildons  in  I'iu'.v -.:'.;  '  Taiacrlano  '---first  appearance  in  Cjriulimus — ■ 
Sonnet  by  Barry  Cornwall— A  liekls  ln.]y — Jaqnes— Hubert  Dudley — 
Front  lie  Bffiuf  in  '  Ivaniine '—Henri  Qaafre—  Edmund  in  -Lear' — Kean's 
Lear— l>ro:l  action  of  '  Virginias  '  Saci  ids  r;  Kliowli:.:; — I1'-'  Ileal  i.ai  nf  -  Yis- 
ginius'to  Maereadv  -Haslitt — Jat.kseii- -Appcaranee  ia  Jlaolietli— Kefusal 
of  pecuniary  gifts  on  benefits. 

Msr  correspondence  had  been  regularly  maintained  with  my  brother, 
which  during  our  London  vacation  brought  me  his  account  of  an 
action  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  spring — the  storming 
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The  following  short  extract  is  eminently 


command  of  the  company  1  was  attached  to,  and  request  permission  to  join 
the  storming  part;-.  lie  very  kin:ily  granted  niy  demand.  The  doctors 
desired  me  not  to  en,  hut  awny  i  marched  in  spi'e  of  tin;  faculty.  However, 
I  had  cause  to  confess  that  (bey  wcro  mi  funis,  nor  I  a  second  John  of  tiaunt. 
As  long  as  the  rnr.iiir.g  and  sbcul  ing  lasted,  I  could  have  followed  the  bubble 
which  diarmed  me  on  over  iuipossibiliiics;  but  after  shin/ling  in  the  sun  for 
some  hours,  I  fin: nil  thi'  fag  nf  i.uii  nigh!  march,  my  consequent  ejertion,  the 
heat  of  the  weather,  Sc,  all  ivorkinj  »»  strongly  against  a  constitution  de- 
bilitated by  two  months'  severe  ilhn-ss,  that  filth  1  I  thought  I  was  going  to 
'greet  the  objects  of  lr.y  early  love.'  However.  1  was  determined  you  should 
have  old  Caio's  consolation  if  I  left  you,  and  1  am  well  aware  that  it  was  my 
ardent  desire  to  merit  your  approbation  as  much  as  any  (.the]'  cause  that  kept 
me  up.  I  knew  I  was  uttering  your  sentiments  when,  in  reply  to  llic  surgeon, 
who  requested  me  to  evade,  at  least,  a  part  of  my  duty,  I  said,  'My  dear 
V.var.s,  I  consider  [lie  man  who  fears  to  risk  his  health  in  the  per  form  a  nee  of 
bis  duty  not  ;i  bit  more  respectable  a  character  ikon  the  rascal  who  deserts  his 
comrade  in  danger;  1  may  recover  from  the  illness  yon  seem  to  apprehend, 
but  I  never  could  recover  my  own  good  opinion  if  I  followed  your  advice.'  It 
is  to  you  1  owe  every  foehr.:;  n  hie!)  gr:.;i!ies  and  supports  me." 

'■Fort  St.  Giunii:,  J uhj  1s  13.-  Your  friend.;!:  ip  is  io valuable.  I  know  not  a 
truly  happy  feeling  J  have  enjoyed  for  which  I  rra  not  more  or  less  indebted 
to  it.  In  thinking  of  you  I  for  jet  all  in  life  that  is  not  to  be  loved,  and 
bless  i» y  fate  tli.ii.  made  me  ivhal  1  am.  T'ic  aiiectionate  solicitude  for  my 
honour  and  happiness  wbb  li  appears  in  every  line  you  nave  written  claims 
my  warmest  gratitude.  Your  advice  shall  be  si-.nin:!..  i]:,Iy  observed.  Do  not 
in  future  spare  it,  for  in  10.1  country  can  it  ever  oc  so  essentially  neeossary. 
Men  become  here  degenerate,  rile,  dissipated,  discontented,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  disgraced,  by  such  imperceptible  progressions,  that  the  warning 
voice  of  my  bet  lor  gen  Inn  i-.a.oo  be  Inn  of  ten  beard.  You  know  the  influence 
you  possess  in  all  that  regards  ry.e,  and  pray  continue  trod,  brotherly  kindness 
which  has  already  so  much  bench  ted  me. — li.  X.  M." 

Itiras  under  adverse  and  nri propitious  cireunistLYiices  that  the 
curtain  of  ("ovint  Garden  Theatre  rose  this  tensoti,  September  the 
tith,  1810;  but  from  hence  an  epoch  dates  in  my  professional 
history.  Hitherto  1  had  wanted  mom  for  my  exertions,  which  now 
the  disasters  i.il'  tin;  season  laid  open  Io  mo.  The  absence  oOliss 
O'Neill  and  Miss  Sriphcus,  on  leave  iiil  the  m  inter,  of  Liston  from 
illness,  and  the  secession  of  Young,  made  deplorable  gaps  in  the 
heretofore  attractive  company  of  Corait  Garden.  EHiston  became 
the  lessee  of  JJrnry  l.ane,  which  he  opened  mo>t  auspiciously  with 
a  corps  of  great-  comic  power,  lit.ldinc;  Keun  in  reserve  till  its 
attraction  began  to  droop.  A  fatality  seemed  1  o  impend  over  the 
fortunes  of  Covent  Garden.  The  prestige  of  the  theatre  received 
a  withering  shock  from  the  injudicious  selection  of  the  opening 
play,  '  Macbeth,'  the  cast  of  which  (Lady  Macbeth,  Mrs.  Eunn ; 
Macduff,  Yates  ;  and  tbe  noble  Thane,  Charles  Kemble)  could 
awaken  little  hope  of  very  rapturous  applause.    After  Young's 
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withdrawal  tlie  pica  of  seniority  would,  seem  to  entitle  Charles 
Kcmble  to  tlie  part  of  Macbeth,  to  which  lie  was,  unhappily, 
utterly  incompetent.     From  a  cordial  reception  on  Ids  entrance 

the  audience  gradually  relapsed  into  ookl  iiilenlion,  thence  to  in- 
difference and  impatience,  which  in  the  third,  act  found  vent  in 
derisive  expression  of  weariness  ami  ilisgust,  ending  in  the  fifth 
with  an  explosion  of  disapprobation  sueh  as  has  boon  rarely  pro- 
voked by  the  performance  of  an  actor  of  talent.  In  many  of  the 
cllivalric  diameters,  anil  in  those  which  wore  technically  known 
as  appertain ;ng  to  "gentee!  comedy,"  he  justly  held  a  high  re- 
putation; but,  the  lofty  tragedy  was  heyond  his  reach,  and  even 
Mrs.  Siddons  used  to  say  of  him,  "  Why  will  Charles  wish  to 
attempt  the  high  tviv^-ily  poHs'.J  He  ought  to  know"  that  the 
public  will  never  receive  him  in  them." 

My  turn  now  came  on  ;  and  certainly  my  first  appearance  this 
season  (September  8th)  was  one  of  no  !;oixl  augury.  I  had  barely 
time  to  master  the  words  of  Joseph  Surface,  and  was  able  to  do 
little  more  in  its  performance-  than  utter  them  correctly.  In  after- 
years  1  made  this  one  of  my  most  perfect  representations.  Itolht 
in'Pwarro'  was  a  success, *  followed  two  nights  after  (Septem- 
ber 15th)  by  a  character  on  the  study  of  which  I  had  bestowed 
great  pain*,  and  in  which  were  scenes  of  trugic  power  that  would 
task  the  best  efforts  of  the  most-  finished  artist.  The  play  was 
called  an  alteration  of  Huloroh.V^.serivd  Daughter;'  the  principal 
alteration  was  in  its  title,  which  now  became,  'The  Steward,  or 
Fashion  and  Peeling  ;  a  piny  in  live  aels,  by  S.  IVir/ley,  Esq.'  The 
name  of  my  part  was  Mordent. f  'the  play  we.-;  acted  several  nights, 
and  followed  by  Shakespeare's'  King  Henry  V.'  (October  4  th),  at 
that  time  represented  almost  as  barely  as  the  poet  describes ; 


My  performance  of  the  character,  which  was  much  applauded,  I 

*  From  t'.e  Turns. — "The  part  «f  K'dhi  wis  subline. I  l>v  JlaiTi-ady  in  a 
msinsr  that  betrayed  little  mt'erir.i'ity  to  any  of  his  ] in: .lectors.  He  would 
be  still  greater  if  he  dil  not  so  frequently  affect  a  lowness  of  tone  In 
speaking." 

f  J-h.-ia  the  Times. — "  Miiidenf  is  a  p.irt-  eiirctiir-'y  w::ll  ;.■  Uli .1  r- i  fur  dramatic 
elJeet,  and  it-  fraud  a  very  nhle  repre-oirative  in  Maereade.  The  scene  at  the 
close  of  the  fourth  act,  ivhei'c  he  iliseuvors  thai.  .luanna,  in.  addition  to  the 

cuitse'pienees  of  J:  is  al.'ar.dur.i i'.  i;  o.':':'-,:d  to  Ladii'-:;"':  an  I  infaim'.  iih:io.->l 

r.:!i] ia:lir'l  us  of  these  passages  in  the  charaeier  e-t  Irir  Giles  Overreaeh  which 
Kcnn  has  vein  I '.■;■  e.l  so  famous.  In  this  tharaei.cr  the  fehis;*  and  power  of  the 
actor  are  tailed  li>rih.  pi.rl.i.nlaily  in  the  fourth  act,  where  tin:  treachery  of 
his  steward,  in  «lu,iu  he  liad  coiiinled,  i;  disclosed  to  him,  and  whore  he  len 
thiit  by  his  own  artili'  es  his  own  child  had  hoen  led  In  the  vsra;  of  destruc- 
tion. These  scenes  piauacca  a  stiutg  .-.citation,  raid  the  net-drop  fell  amidst 
iiiuui;  ol'  applause." 
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had,  however,  greatly  improved,  and  it  added  to  my  popularity.* 

Othello,  liob  lioy,  Ilii-on  in  Seulhem's  '  J,na1n]  ^larriage,' Hotspur, 
and  Clytus  in  Lee's  '  Alexander  the  Great.' came  next,  in  succession. 
A.  gentleman  of  Iho  name  of  Amherst  (I  lliink  from  the  Surrey 
Theatre)  appeared  as  the  31  aeedouian  hero.  Tho  remarkable  c  if  eel. 
of  'his  performance  was  in  the  contrast  between  1lie  inaudible  tones 
and  the  resounding  action  of  the  new  aspirant,  whose  voice, 
scarcely  ever  rising  above  a  whisper,  could  not  bo  heard  over  the 
orchestra,  whilst  his  action,  a  repeated  clapping  together  of  the 
hands,  echoed  through  ilic  house.  At  first  the  listeners  were  dis- 
posed to  be  out  of  humour;  hut  soon  in  a  gamesome  spirit,  eliciting 
fun  out  of  the  absurdity,  they  took  it  in  jest,  and  through  the  night 
kept  up  a,  sort  of  running  lire,  a  succession  of  minute  guns  from 
boxes,  pit,  and  galleries, responding  in  Imid  signal  claps  to  the  only 
audible  signal-;  made  to  ihem  or  lo  us,  (lie  e'. ■■.;,■, n'if  jimonte,  by  tho 
whispering  Alexander,  till  the  curtain  fell  amidst  roars  of  laughter. 
Tho  condition  of  our  lately  nourishing  and  popular  theatre  had 
now  become  almost,  desperate.  Indeed  there  seemed  scarcely  a 
chance  of  keeping  it  open.  The  original  building  debt,  with  its 
weight  of  interest,  was  still  a  heavy  pressure  en  the  concern, 
requiring  extraordinary  receipts  to  meet  the  ireipient  incoming 
hills,  and  buoy  up  the  credit  of  the  establishment ;  whilst  neither 
in  tragedy,  comedy,  nor  opera,  did  it  appear  possible  for  the  mana- 
gers, during  theabsrnee  of  so  many  attractive  performers,  to  present 
an  entertainment  likely  to  engage  the  public  attention.  As  if  to 
aggravate  still  more  the  distressful  load  that  was  bearing  down 
tho  property,  a  personal  quarrel  with  31  r.  Harris  induced  Charles 
Kemble  temporarily  to  withdraw  bis  name  from  the  company's 
list.  Tho  horizon  was  dark  indeed,  not  a  g'.immer  of  hope  appear- 
ing to  raise  our  drooping  spirits,  fiuin  seemed  inevitable,  and  was 
so  near  a  culminating  point,  that,  as  Mr  Harris  some  timo  after- 
wards told  my  friend  Shiel.  he  '■  did  not.  know  in  the  morning  when 
he  rose  whether  ho  should  not  shoot  himself  before  the  night!" 
Individually  one  could  do  little;  but  considering  that  a  crew 
should  lend  their  best  aid  to  lighten  a  sinking  ship,  I  proposed  to 
several  of  the  leading  actors  that  all  the  performers  rated  at  above 
£10  per  week  should  agree  to  relinquish  their  weekly  salaries  until 
Christmas,  on  condition  of  receiving  the  arrears  alter  that  date. 
By  some  the  suggestion  was  well  received,  others  demurred  to  it ; 
but  the  managers  took  advantage  of  it,  and,  iho  emergencies  of  the 
*  From  the  Mo'iihvj  JfrtvilJ.—"  Cotr/il.  (],u-d:i:  Thelitis.--  -Shakespe.irij's 
'King  Henry  V.'  wris  pi-ra.Miied  .it  (hi.-  Ibraire  lust  night.  Tho  diameter  of 
that  warlike  rind  virtuous  priaee  wils  su^aiaed  by  lir.  Mam-cady.  In  the 
fourth  act,  when  tin:  tramp  of  rattle  sounds  in  his  ear,  and 
'The  warlike  Harry,  like  himself, 
Assames  the  port  of  Mars,' 
his  performance  was  truly  splendid.  Ifis  delivery  of  the  invocation  to  the 
'God  of  battles,'  sod  of  the  noble  ppeee't  wliiuh  mifol'is  the  anticipated 
glories  of  'St.  Crispin'-  Day,'  is,  we  votii  ore  in  say,  nncn-oIU'd  on  the  stage." 
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theatre  making  it  compulsory  on  nil,  there  was  "no  treasury"  on 
scvrr.il  succeeding  Saturdays. 

And  now  came  on  what  "I  mnsl;  regard  as  the  turning-point  of  my 
life.  All  is  present  to  my  mind  as  if  occurring  yesterday.  Under 
the  critical  circumstances  di.--f=i:-i-Llu-;:l  above  every  one  connected 
with  Covent  Garden  hail,  of  course,  :ni  interest  in  devising  schemes 
("or  re-establishing  the  fashion  it  had  lost;  and  many  were  tho 
wild  unavailing  recommendations  of  novelties  and  revivals  from 
different  quarters;  but  the  box-office  war?  tho  pulse  of  tho  theatre, 
where  the  state  of  public  feeling  was  most  sou.-dbly  felt,  and  the 
general  appetite  indicated ;.  and  from  hence  the  urgent  demand 
was  almost  da.ily  made  liiat  T  should  appear  in  King  Richard  III. 
Mr.  Harris,  not,  at  first  attaching  ir.ttch  imp',  rtanoo  to  the  experi- 
ment, proposed  it  to  me.  Why  1  should  recoil  from  an  attempt  so 
flattering  to  my  ambit hm  may  appear  to  some  scarcely  intelligible; 
but  there  was  much  to  lose  in  the  event:  of  failure,  and  in  a  play 
worn  threadbare  before  the  public,  what  could  1.  look  to  gain? 
Every  character  1  had  of  ia'.e  assumed  had  been  lor  ute  a  stopping- 
stone  to  popularity,  ar.d  The  prospect  of  a  leading:  part  with  Miss 
O'Neill  in  Shell's  best-  play,  '  The  Huguenot,'  which  the  author  had 
expressed  his  intention  of  dedicating  to  me,  promised  to  confirm 
my  most  sanguine-  expectations.  For  Diehard  my  figure  was  ill 
adapted  ;  and  there  was  in  threatening  army  against  me  the  pre- 
judice of  partisans,  and  the  prepossession  of  the  town  in  favour  of 
Kean's  admirable  performance,  which  would  denounce  as  pre- 
sumptuous my  shortcomings,  and  thus  retard  my  progress,  if  not 
sink  me  permanently  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  bad  hitherto 
upheld  me.  I  shrank  from  the  perilous  attempt  with  most  deter- 
minate repugnance.  Days  passed,  and  the  darkening  fortunes  of 
the  theatre  still  deepening  in  gloom,  Mr.  Harris,  importuned  by 
Brandon,  tho  box-ofliee  keeper,  who  now  was  backed  by  Reynolds, 
renewed  his  instances  with  more  urgency,  which  came  at  last  to 
positive  command:  the  desperate  situation  of  the  theatre  would 
"no  longer  admit  of  vacillation  or  coy  timidity  ;  I  must  do  it,"  My 
request  for  a  little  more-  time  to  re-read  and  reconsider  the  part 
failing  to  reconcile  me  to  tho  risk  I  must  encounter,  I  still  pressed 
for  further  law. 

But  the  question  was  decided  for  me.  On  Tuesday  morning, 
October  19  th,  on  my  way  to  Reynolds'  house,  where  Mr.  Harris 
resided  when  in  London,  to  my  consternation  T  read  in  the  Covent 
Garden  playbills  the  announcement  for  the  fallowing  Monday  of 
'The  historical  tragedy  of 'King  Richard  TIL'  The  Duke  of 
Glostcr  by  Mr.  Macrcady :  his  first  appearance  in  that  character." 
It  was  with  a  sickening  sinking  of  the  heart  I  turned  back  to  my 
lodgings.  There  was  now  no  escape!  T  was  committed  to  the 
public,  and  must,  undergo  the  ordeal.  Xo  alternalive  was  left  me 
but  to  put  on,  in  Hamlet's  phrase,  a  "compelled  valour,"  and 
devote  my  energies  of  mind  and  body  to  the  task  before  me.  AH 
that  history  could  give  mo  I  had  already  ferreted  out ;  and  for  my 
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portrait  of  the  character,  the  self-reliant,  wily,  qtiich-sightcd, 
decisive,  inflexible  I'lantagenr-t,  I  went  direct,  to  (he  true  source  of 
inspiration,   tlic   great   original,   endeavouring  to  carry  its  spirit 

through  the  pen  tent  ions  ami  sln.gy  linos  nf  (Jibber;  not,  seuroliing 
(or  particular  '  points'  to  make,  but  rendering  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
man  deceptive  and  persuasive  in  its  earnestness,  and  presenting 
him  in  the  execution  of  his  will  as  acting  with  lightning-like 
rapidity.  I  pass  by  the  alternations  of  hope  and  fear  in  which  my 
iuieniio.dia.te  days  0i"  preparation  were  passed,  and  in  which  thero 
was  little  to  encourage  me.  Nothing  hoi  ter  than  I  lie  old  dresses  of 
the  wardrobe  -were,  allowed  inc.  and  even  lor  the  alteration  of  these 
I  had  to  pay.  Tho  night  of  trial  came  (October  2bth,  1810),  to 
which  I  might  truly  apply  Shakespeare's  words  : 


A  crowded  house  tesiithd  to  the  puhhe  interest  in  the  result. 
The  pit  was  literally  jammed.  The  audience  were  evidently  in  a 
very  excited  state.  The  scene  laid  scarcely  changed  to  that  of 
the  White  Tower,  in  which  Glostcr  mates  his  entrance,  when  the 
applause  broke  out  in  anticipation  of  my  appearance.  This,  which 
was  intended  to  cheer  me,  rather  (ended  to  increase  my  nervous- 
ness. It  was,  however,  to  me  like  a  life-  arid-death  grapple,  and  T 
threw  my  whole  soul  into  all  i  did.  My  auditors  followed  the  early 
scenes  with  the  deepest  interest,  frequently  seizing  opportunities 
to  applaud.  A  irieiully  whisper,  "It's  all  going  well!"  from 
Terry,  wdio  acted  Tuekingiiam,  was  hotter  than  music  in  my  car. 
At  tho  repulse  <>f  IlueklEigka.iu,  ■'  I'm  busy ;  thou  troubles!  me! 
I'm  not  i'  the  vein,"  the  plaudits  were  sudden  and  hearty,  and 
loud  and  long  ;  but  it  was  in  the  suoeeoding  seene.  that  the  fortune 
of  the  night  was  decided.  At  the  close  of  tho  compunctious 
soliloquy  tli  at  (Jibber  iias  introduced  Tyrrel  enters:  with  all  the 
eagerness  of  fevered  impatience  1  rushed  to  him,  inquiring  of 
him  in  short,  broken  senleuecs  the  children's  fate;  with  rapid 
deeieion  on  the  mode,  of  disposing  of  them,  hastily  gave  him  liis 
orders,  and  hurrying  him  a- way.  exclaimed  wish  triumphant,  ex- 
ultation, "  Why  liien  my  loudest  fears  are  hushed  '."  The  pit  rose 
to  a  man,  and  continued  waving  hats  and  handkerchiefs  in  a  perfect 
tempest  of  applause  for  some  minutes.  The  battle  was  won  !  Tho 
excitement  of  the  audience  was  maintained  at  fever-heat  through 
the  remainder  of  the  tragedy.  The  tent-scene  closed  with  accla- 
mations, that  drowned  the  concluding  couplet,  and  at  the  death 
tho  pit  rose  again  with  one  accord,  waving  iheir  hats  with  long- 
continued  cheers;  nor  with  (lie  fall  of  the  curtain  did  the  display 
of  enthusiasm  relax.  Connor,  who  played  Tyrrel,  the  actor  ap- 
pointed, was  net.  allowed  (o  give  out  the  play,  ami  the  practice  was 
this  evening  first  introduced  at  Co  vent  Garden  of  'calling  on  '  tho 
principal  actor.  In  obedience  to  tho  impatient  and  persevering 
s  of  tho  house,  i  was  desired  hy  i'awcett  to  go  before  the 
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curtain ;  and  accordingly  I  announced  the  tragedy  for  repetition, 
amidst  the  gratulut::i:>;  p-inuta  that  carried  the  assurance  of  com- 
I'lciu  sueeess  to  injT  njrllainl  anil  exo.iei'ul  heart. 

I  make  extracts  JVom  several  of  the  [jaiiers,  but  tlic  criticism  of 
flie  Murning  (.'lu-onv.h  is  fviven  en) ire,  as  more  accurately  deserilimg 
the  predicament  in  which  failure  would  have  placed  me.  The 
writer,  as  I  subsequently  learned,  was  James  Haines,  author  of 
'  Mary  Stuart,'  'Conscience,'  'Durazzo,'  &o. 

All  concerned  and  interested  i:i  the  nianafremcnt.  were  assemlilod 
in  Kawcett's  room,  ami  rirofuse  in  their  praises.  Con  trrat  illations 
poured  in  upon  me,  and  the  next  day's  newspapers-  recorded  in  no 
niggard  spirit  the  triumph  of  the  night. 

From  the  Mcniini)  G'o-o.-;!',-,V.-  "  Las!  -Hit  nr;  a  most  important  one  in  the 
dramatic  life  of  Mr.  Maoready,  lie  undertook  for  (tit;  lirst  lime  the  character 
of  Richard  ti-.n  Third,  in  ^rrikespuire's  i ■:; I o li lh I f- 1  tragedy.  The  effort  was 
hazardous  in  the  highest  degroo;  it  fai',ui-o  must,  have  slumped  it  as  pre- 
sumptuous, and  iu  the  pre.-.ent  temper  t:i'  (he  public  mind,  warm  and  enthu- 
siastic as  it  is  in  admiration  of  Hi'.  K ivm's  auuiiridde  oci'i'ormaneo,  there  was 
no  middle  point  between  disgrace  and  glory.  II r,  Jilacready's  profession;.! I 
reputation  was,  in  fact,  at.  slii'se  ;  he  has  saved  and  established  it  upon  higher 
grounds  than  ever.  His  Hid]  ird  was  porfucl  ly  original  ;  yet  there  was  no 
apparent,  struck  after  originality,  do  laborious  effort,  to  mark  a  difference  in 
passages  of  small  importance—  !ue  expedient  of  litt'.e  nrnds  to  escape  from 
their  proper  sphere  of  imitation.  11  was  the  natural  unforced  and  unaffected 
effort  of  an  intellect  relying  on  ils  own  powers,  ind  muh iiig;  its  own  way 
undisturbed  either  bir  the  wish  or  the  npiirdu.'nsion  of  borrowing  from  any- 
one. The  performance  had  of  course  its  un  evenness.  In  some  of  the  com- 
mencing scenes  it  was  rather  tao.ic,  tut-  its  distinguishing  feature  was  that  of 
rising  in  impression  as  the  play  a  dv  a  need,  a  tien;  which  not  only  required  the 
strongest  mental  qualifications,  but  such  physical  ones  as  perhaps  no  other 
actor  on  the  stage  possesses.  This  circumstance  of  ilse!f  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  assist,  flnt.  air  of  nondly  whiidi  certainly  p.ervadod  the  whole. 
We  found  those  parts  which  some  of  our  most  popular  Richards  have, been 
obliged  to  slur  over,  from  men;  cshauslmn,  brought,  into  prominent  display. 
His  voice,  instead  of  surh.rritig.  scorned  to  ar^-ire  slvergtn  as  ho  proceeded,  and. 
strange  to  say,  in  a  part  of  such  exertion,  was  not  only  as  audible,  but  as 
much  at  his  command  in  ali  its  tone;  and  modulations,  ;a  the  very  last  scene 
aa  in  that  which  oommenecd  his  arduous  task.  It  would  be  impossible, 
according  to  our  present,  limits,  to  notice  the  various  merits  which  an  en- 
lightened audience  caught,  at  and  applauded;  but,  justice  requires  that  we 
should  name  a  few.  His  courtship  of  Lady  Anne,  though  by  no  means  the 
most  successful  of  his  scenes,  is,  norr.Tihoh  ;.s.  deserving  of  particular  mention 
for  one  reason.  That  reason  is,  that  it  was  conducted  in  a  spirit  of  assumed 
siiieoritv.  and  with  a  toil!  disregard  of  il.cse  sarcastic  toadies  which  toil  so 
well  in  the  acting  while  they"  detract  from  the  consistency  of  Kithard's 
dissimulation.  The  Lr.st  i.e."-:  of  applause,  wdiidi  gave  an  indication  of  com- 
plete success,  was  that  excited  by  the  scene  in  the  Toner,  while  the  assassins 
are  murdering  the  children.  His  hurried  directions  for  the  disposal  of  the 
bodies  was  tragical  in  an  eminent  degree.  The  tout-scone  was  another  tine 
display.  His  impeline.ity  ami  resolution,  his  mono,  niary  compunction  and 
rapid  recovery,  were  all  marked  in  the  different   scenes  with  e\! inordinary 
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fidelity  and  vigour.  His  do:  it  was  also  managed  with  the  test  effect;  and 
we  may  say  of  the  whole,  that,  though  we  wt.a-e  pro;eirod  to  expect  much  from 
his  talents,  we  did  not  e.ipeet.  s«  riincli  us  their  ..iisplay  impressed  us  with  on 
the  occasion  of  which  ive  ure  ;:j.:i;' I;li^l;.  After  the  concision  of  the  play  ]:« 
was  called  for  to  announce  the  1 1: | .-i i : :■:  n  nt'  it  himself,  which  I: a  diil  according 
to  the  summon,  of  the  au:li.:::it:;j  ;  aod  tl.cre  can  he  Lut  little  doubt  that 
his  exertions  in  tin;  part  will  prove  attractive  for  a  considerable  time.  We 
have  studiously  avoided  all  comparisons  with  another  great  performer  of  the 
day.  It  is  not  necessary  to  the  re put.nt  ion  nf  either  that  the  other  should  be 
depreciated  j  or  if  it  is,  we  decline  tne  ungrateful  ollico,  in  respect  to  the 
public  and  to  ourselves." 

From  the  Tum:*. — "  Macrcady  appeared  list  night,  in  the  character  of 
Richard  III.  for  the  first  time.  It  was  such  a  performance  as  could  only 
result  from  great,  bislriuuii;  talent,  combined  with  physical  and  mental  energy, 
and  was  received  by  the  audience  with  a,  decree  of  apiilau.se  which  fully 
sanctions  his  entering  a  higher  sphere  than  any  he  has  hitherto  moved  in. 
....  The  audience  wove  frequent  ia  their  testimonies  of  applause,  and  at  the 
fall  of  the  curtain  accompanied  it  by  the  waving  of  hats  and  handkerchiefs  in 
long-continued  imitinn,  lie  was  even  called  fur,  according  to  the  practice 
adopted  at,  and  hitherto  we  had  hoped  confined  to,  the  other  theatre,  to 
announce  the  play  for  repetition,  which,  after  silence  had  been  obtained, 
evidently  in  a  state  of  cidiaustioji,  he  complied  with,  and  made  his  exit  under 
a  renewal  nf  liie  ap['.au~c  'list  mentioned." 

From  the  ('.«.-.■'■  v. — "Mr.  Mae.rcndy  last  night  per formed  the  arduous 
chnr.net or  of  Richard  111.,  an:!  a-!..:: is lj.nl  his  most,  enthusiastic  admirers  with 

a  display  cf  talent  which   they  scarcely  .1 ued  him  to  possess.     The  fate  of 

this  actor  has  been  somewhat  singular.  Unaided  by  any  concerted  system  of 
applause  within  ii:e  t  heal  re,  cr  by  amy  equally  conceited  sysLem  of  panegyric 
without,  despising  quackery  cf  any  sort,  hi:  h..s  from  llie  first  moment  of  his 
appearance  on  the.  I.or.dor.  beards  been  gradually,  but  iaecssai.tly  gaining  upon 
public  opinion.  llv-arv  time  he  has  appeared  lie  has  acquire-;  fresh  fame.  He 
did  not  burst  forth  nt  first  with  the  darling  brilliancy  of  ,1  meteor,  which 
runs  a  blazing  hut  a  fleeting  course.  lie  slowly  ascended  from  the  horizon, 
till  now  he  has  attained  hi.s  zenith,  where  he  shines  with  a  vivid  lustre,  which, 
however,  must  even  yet  centime  to  increase,  and  vhieh  vill  have  in  it  no 
other  tendeney  to  decay  than  that  whieh  the  mere  progress  cf  lime  brings 
upon  all  human  eifelleuec.  His  performance  last  night,  was  a  splendid  ellbrt  ; 
and  we  never  witnessed  from  an  audience  such  vehement.  f.^A  impassioacd 
applause.  Ho  has  evidently  studie:l  the  charade:*  wiih  a  profound  discrimi- 
nation of  the  anther's  meaning,  and  every  v.  have  bis  conception  and  elocution 
went  hand  in  hand.  His  fine,  mellow,  si  uorous  voice  thrilled  upon  the  ear  in 
tones  whieh  reminded  us,  as  to  their  allied,  of  flic  matchless  sway  of  Kidd-ms. 
Upon  the  whole  he  has  made  a  shade  ia  professional  time  that  has  placed  him 
upon  its  pinnacle.  When  he  died  the  pit  rose  v.i:  li  ;>.  simultaneous  impulse,  and 
the  waving  of  bars  and  handkerchiefs  testified  the  unbov.ndel  cnthu-aasm  of 
the  audience.  They  would  fain  have  In.!  the  curtain  drop;  but  the  remainder 
of  the  dialogue  was  impnin  utly  solored  to  go  en  to  its  close.  Mr.  Connor 
then  came  forwa.nl  to  give  cut  the  performance  for  this  evening;  but  the 
general  cry  of  'Mncre.nly,  a-laoi-cady  I'  com;  elle  I  him  to  appear  once  more,  and 
receive  the  thundering  plaialils  of  the  house.  Mr.  MaeroaJy,  as  scon  as 
silence  could  be  restore.  1,  anaonaccd  the  play  of  '■  Iliehard  III.'  for  Thursday 
iie it,  and  withdrew  amid  the  loudest  plaudits  we  almost  ever  beard  within  the 
walls  of  a  theatre." 
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T.itcrari'  GfiaUe.  -"  MiWi:!:-/'s  1,'idntnl  III. — Our  hnbil  nnl  readers,  aware 
of  the  very  high  estimation  in  which  wo  have  always  held  Mr.  Macrcady's 
powers,  will  anticipate  that  wo  were  pi-H;i>.. l-i-1  tor  a  triumph  in  this  occasion  ; 
and  we  rejoice  to  say  that  liy  'sis  frt;;;  i.ll'.st.  that  gentleouui  has  made  all  the 
playgoing  world  tliin!;  as  much  of  him  as  we  Jo.  We  have,  however,  resolved 
to  postpone  a  ilo'.uli.  l  c..  am  iratea  of  his  bubai'l.  bei.  iv.se,  srvisiro;  and  into:i.-.o 
as  was  the  effect  ho  produced  on  Monday,  hi-  excessive  trepidation  and  want  of 
soil-possession  was  so  apparent,  as  to  convince  us  that  liis  every  future 
assumption  of  the  ciiuraolor  would  bo  infinitely  more  masterly.  But  we  are 
far  from  intending  to  tunvr;  -^.n  idea  that  his  performance  was  not  admirable; 
it  was  so  to  the  full  meaning  of  Lnat  very  loflvword;  but  it  wa.s  not.  finished 
into  what  we  think  we  shall  soon  see  it,  a  conoeni.vation  of  all  the  best 
Milliards  of  modem  times,  wiib  ii  lino  original  colouring  peculiar  to  the  artist 
himself.  In  the  e:irly  scenes  Mr.  Bluer™!}'  subdued  hi.  energies  considerably; 
but.  afterwards  tlioy  continued  mounting  to  the  end,  when  iic  was  bailed  with 
as  general  and  enthusiastic  jpplausc  as  ever  rewarded  mi  actor's  exertions. 
Though  we  have  assigned  our  reason  for  not.  gniog  into  div.-its.  we  must  close 
with  a  sort  of  anecdotic  specification — a  dialogue  which  wc  overheard,  at  a 
place  iii'  eminent  critical  resort. 

"  '  Have  you  seen  Macready's ?' 

'■ '  Never  was  more  delighted  in  my  life.' 

"'What  I  haven't  vou  'scon  Keinblc  •'  'Yes!'  '  .\ts-1  Coo!;?'  'Yes!'  'And 
KeanPV' Yes!' 'And  never  was  more  delighted!-'  '  .\over  ;  often  not  so  much.' 
■  Kemble  was  glorious,  and  almost  dciies  i  omuciil  ion.'  '  t.'ranlcd  ;  but  here  is 
competition  thai,  will  not  be  delie.l  ;  anil  without.  1. lacking  one  libro  of  a  leaf 
from  our  line  tragedian's  classio  eia.wn,  J  will  not  adduce  him  to  depress  so 
noble  a  young  man  as  this  appears  to  be,  with  every  requisite  to  inspire  hope  of 
future  improvement,  v,  Miami  a  delect  :':::-.t  time  (a  short  lime)  will  not  cure, 
and  with  [■resent  excellence  sr.ch  us  bus  riiroly  been  seen  on  such  an  occasion.'" 

i-ecoiul  -W>us  of  the  Times.— "Mr.  Macrcmly  repeatol  the  character  on 
Thursday,  and  bv  '.hi,  second  po.'f.ir'.-.anoe  ha;  1'l.''.-.'  claoliihod  bis  claims  to  a 
place  in  the  highest  rank  of  the  drama.  It  had  all  Ike  advantage  over  the 
first  that  might  have  been  especto  i  from  a  map.  of  spirit  and  judgment  who 
had  the  talent  of  discerning,  by  that  sympathy  w  liieh  always  oxisls  between 
an  actor  and  his  audience,  where  he  failed  in  makini;  a  duo  impression,  and  of 
redeeming  the  faults  revealed  to  him  from  so  unequivocal  a  source.  The 
character  was  rendered  more  consistent  as  a  whole,  and  more  striking  in  the 
prominent  passages,  lis  effect  was  fully  proved  by  the  warm  and  even 
enthusia-.f.ie  reception  giien  to  it  by  the  audience.  The  house  was  one  of  the 
fullest  of  the  season." 

Ezamir, tir.  (liy  Leigh  Hunt.)—"  A  new  and  unexpected  circumstance  has 
laken  place  here,  ivbicii  jirmaises  to  rescue  the  character  of  the  house  from  the 
pantomimic  degradation  into  which  it-  was  fist  falling.  Mr.  Macready  has 
performed  Illchard  twice  in  the  course  of  the  weeii,  with  the  greatest  applause. 
We  must  confess  we  went  (o  see  him  with  no  sort,  of  expectations  at  all 
commensurate  with  the  greatness  of  the  part.  Wc  thought  him  a  man  of 
fooling,  hut.  little  able  to  give  a  natural  expression  to  it,  and  so  taking  the 
usual  refuge  in  declamation.  He  appeared  l.u  us  one  of  the  best  readers  of  a 
part  we  had  seen,  according  to  the  receives  no!  lens  i:  good  reading  ;  but  with 
the  exception  of  a  character  now  and  thin  bordering  on  t.iie  melodramatic,  like 
Hob  Roy-- that  was  all. 

"  We  are  bound  to  sav  that  we  fbnnd  our  anticipations  completely  er 
A  proper  sense  of  the  greatness  of  the  part,  and  of  the  honour;" 
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actor  which  he  noi-  hrjl  to  p-m'tr-.Ln.  seems  to  hav"  rou-.e:l  up  nil  V.is  iui  i?":ifje:ii-u 

tl>  give  fit  companionship  io  his  Sensibhily.  Wo  c-x] ■■!!■:: led  ki  find  vagueness 
and  generality,  end  ""«  found  truth  of  deinih  We  expected  t.n  find  declama- 
tion, and  wo  found  thoughts  giving  a  ami  tn  words.  We  expected  to  find 
little  mure  than  showy  gefures  and  a  in-..- I.i.l  j-.i  m~  ul.  I  cranio,  and  we  found 
expression  anil  the  substantial  diehard. 

"Acriticon  these  particular  occasions  is  force.!  upon  comparison.  How- 
ever, they  sometimes  enable-  him  to  give  his  renders  a  more  csact  idea  of  a 
performance.  Compared  then  with  Mr.  Ko.m,  we  should  s;iy  that  a  division  cf 
merits,  usual  euovgh  1Tj!.:i  the  pcrformnrii-o  of  such  comprehensive  thai-actors 
as  Shakespeare's,  has  taken  place  in  ti:e  Pilchard;  of  these  two  actors. 
Mr.  Kean's  Richard  is  (ho  more  sombre  and  perhaps  deeper  part  of  him; 
.Mr.  Maerciuly'.s  Iho  livelier  and  more  animal  par! — a  very  considerable  one 
nevertheless.  Mr.  Sean's  is  the  more  gloomy  r.n-.l  yeiloelivo  villi. in,  rendered 
so  by  the  united  t ■ : : i .- u -_  if  his  dol'ormily  and  subtle-uiiuJodncss;  Mr.  Macready's 
is  the  more  ardent,  and  bold-hiced  one,  borne  up  by  a  temperament  tiatuTUlly 
high  and  sanguine,  though  pulled  down  by  [uci-thicjtion.  The  ono  has  more 
or" ilie  seriousness  of  conscious  evil  in  it,  the  other  of  Die  gaiety  of  meditated 
success.  Mr.  Keau's  bos  gene  (hicpoc  even  than  (be  relief  of  bis  conscience — 
he  has  found  mc.!an:dudy  at  the  bottom  of  the  necessity  for  that  relief; 
Mr,  Macready's  is  none  sustained  in  bis  I  on  i  :■!■.■.  I  ■■'.:.  1 1  ■.■  h;.  ;.a:sl  if  u'ior.a!  vigour 
and  buoyancy.  lit  short,  Mr.  Keen's  Richard  is  more  like  King  Richard, 
darkened  by  the  shadow  of  bis  very  approacbing  suocivs,  and  announcing  the 
do:  ah  iif  his  desperation  when  it  siaiU  oe  'ii-p-„:ed  :  Mr.  Mooi-caik's  Richard  is 
more  like  the  Duie  (if  Oloucostev,  brother  to  the  gay  t;  rant  I'd  ward  IV.,  and 
pat-taking  as  much  of  his  character  as  the  contradiction  of  the  family 
handsomeness  in  his  person  would  allow. 

"  If  these  two  features  in  the  character  of  richaid  could  bo  nailed  bv  any 
actor,  the  performance  would  bo  a  perfect  ore  ;  but  when  did  the  world'  ever 
see  a  perfect  performance  of  a  character  of  Shakespeare's  i  When  did  it  ever 
see  tho  same  JIacbet.h's  good  and  ill  nature  worn  truly  together — the  same 
King:  John  looking  mean  with  bis  airs  of  royally— lae  same  Hamlet,  the 
model  of  a  court  and  the  victim  of  melancholy  ?  Mr.  Kean's  Othello  is 
perhaps  the  most  perfect  performance  on  the  modern  stage  ;  hut  it  is  nut  a 
perfect  Othello  Nevertheless.  The  union  of  snob  a  variety  of  tones  of  feeling 
as  prevails  in  the  groat,  humanities  of  Shakespeare  scorns  as  impossible  to  be 
found  in  an  actor  as  the  finest  musical  instrument  is  insulxulcnt  to  supply  all 
the  effect  of  a  great  writer  for  a  band. 

"At  the  same  time  when  we  thus  com;,  are  "Mr.  Ma  creed  y  with  Mr.  Kean,  it 
is  Io  be  recollected  tinit  Mr.  Kean  Ill's  t.  gat  e  the  lit  ing  stage  that  osiimple  of  a 
natural  style  of  acting,  on  which  Mr.  Mucrcialy  has  founded  his  new  rank  in 
the  theatrical  world.  Kor  must  we  emit  that  the  latter  tails  into  some 
defects  which  the  tinnier  is  iv!\-.:i-  betrayed  into,  and  (hose  too  of  a  description 
inconsistent  with  the  general  style  id'  bis  pcid'u nuance.  We  allude  to  some 
over-soft  end  pathetic  tones  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  purl.,  where  Richard 
is  undergoing  remorse  of  con-cionco.  Richard  might  lr.iocut,  and  even  be 
pathetic  ;  but  he  would  ecru, inly  in  vor  wiihie,  or  deal  io  any  tiling  approach- 
ing to  the  lackadaisical.  We  think  both  pcrliirmors  oeossionahy  too  violent  ; 
hut  this  may  he  partly  a  singe  necessity.  Mr.  Macready  (cod  he  is  evidently 
quite  capable  of  doing  il)  should  icitoot  that  all  depth  of  feeling  in  reflecting 
minds  requires  a  proportionate  do] ith  anil  quietness  of  expression.  It  may  be 
as  imaginative  as  lie  pleases ;  but  it  has  no  lastc  or  leisure  for  dallying  wit.1; 
the  gentilities  of  grief. 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


152  Naweady'8  Reminiteences.  Chap.  XIII. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  Ml'.  5taere.;.;yY.  Ilkihava  i-i  ?.  very  Treat  ivlditiijn  in ■.!■:.■  i.'il  to 
Ills  reputation,  unci  no  small  one  to  the  stock  «:■*'   l]]e:H:ie;d  pleasure.     The 

Coven:  Gar  [on  fterre  iv;is  ir.ir.il  y  for  ;i  lit. 1 1 o  1 ■:.  p  nius  id  ri:iVt.'sli  it,  and  he 

lins  collecied  all  his  cbv.h,  an.l  buist  Jiw;  upon  it  in  a  spjiddiRg  shower. 
We  certainly  never  saw  the  ,":ayor  part  of  JliciiiiiJ  tu  such  in! vantage.  His 
very  step,  in  the  ni<  re  '■■u'._"uiin.-  sc.v:  ..><(,  Irel  ;'.  pi  nicely  eniety  t.f  s eli'-poiv.'i.-aoa, 
anil  seemed  to  walk  o:i"  to  the  ijia-i;;  of  Lis  approval  a;;  triumph." 

As  one  gratifying  conseqnenoe,  tlie  treasury  was  reopened  on 

the  following  Saturday,  and  the  performers  paid  mo  the  compli- 
ment of  admitting  they  were  "  indebted  to  me  for  their  salaries.'' 
The  houses  were  iilled  on  the  ni.ejiis  of  the  play's  repetition;  and 
on  the  third  Monday  of  its  performance  (November  ,Sth)  tit  Covent 
Garden,  Kean  assumed  the  part  at  Drury  Lane,  with  the  announce- 
ment  of  "New  Scenery,  Dresses,  and  Decorations,"  and  Elliston 
as  Uietimciiid.  Dor  several  evenings  IJichard  lit.  occupied  both 
the  playbills,  furnishing  subject  -matter  i'nr  comparative  criticisms 
in  the  papers,  anil  not  only  for  [own-talk,  but  for  street-ballads 
and  caricatures  in  purine;  colours  in  the  print-shop  windows, 
representing  the  '  ltival  Richards.' 

The  mark  at  which  I  had  aimed  so  long:  was  now  attained.  I 
was  tire  undisputed  head  of  tlic  theatre,  and  upon  myself  must 
depend  how  much  farther  my  career  might  lead  to  celebrity  and 
fortune.  My  profession  had  net  been  adopted  from  choice ;  but  it 
would  have  been  ungrateful  to  complain  of  the  destiny  which 
placed  so  much  within  lay  roach.  On  tlic  "utmost  round"  of 
'■young  ambition's  ladder,"  far  from  " spurning  iho  degrees  by 
whicll  I  did  ascend,"  1  "was  the  more  sensible  of  perseverance,  and 
resolved,  now  under  happier  auspices,  lo  continue  with  unalmtine; 
iii-r-.*.*  iiij-  .|j.f|i  t--'.tur1.<  ;.*n-i''i  Ibo-h  ill  inj  1.1 1  .ii«1  -...ill 
jealous  diligence  secure  the  place  1  had  won. 

Howe's  play  of  'Tamerlane,'  without  time  io  perfect  the  different 
performers  in  its  words,  was  acted  one  night.  It  is  a.  heavy  de- 
clamatory production  of  iho  cast-iron  school,  indebted,  when  first 
brought  out,  for  its  short-lived  popularity  io  Hie  political  temper 
of  the  day,  which  assigned  to  \YiHiani  1IF.  the  character  of  the 
magnanimous  Tariar,  and  Iho  sanguinary  lai.pe/et,  to  Louis  XIV, 
In  theatrical  records  it  is  indeed  memorable  lor  one  of  those  mar- 
vellous displays  of  traejc  power  that  seem  in  Hieir  narration  1o 
task  ercdibiliiy  ;  bnf  my  fa  [her  was  in  the  pit  of  Drury  Lane  with 
Holnian  on  the  occasion  to  which  .1  allude,  and  his  account  has 
been  confirmed  to  ote  by  Lady  Charlotte  Lindsay,  ( 'harles  Kenible, 
who  performed  in  the  play,  and  others,  John  Kemble  acted 
l.lajazot,  and  Mrs.  tjiddon.s  was  the  Aspasia.  In  the  last  act,  when, 
by' order  of  the  tyrant,  her  lover  Mouesis  is  strangled  before  her 
face,  she  worked  herself  up  to  such  a  pitch  of  agony,  and  gave 
such  terrible  reality  to  the  few  convulsive  words  she  triid  to 
utter,  as  she  sank  a  lifeless  heap  before  her  murderer,  that  the 
audience  for  a  few  moments  remained  in  a  hash  of  astonishment, 
as  if  awe-struck;    they  then  clamoured  for  the  curtain  to  lie 
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dropped,  ami  insisting  on  the  manager's  appearance,  received  from 
him,  in  answer  to  their  vehement  inquiries,  the  assurance  tliat 
M.if.  Siddons  was  alive,  and  recovering  Inmi  tlie  temporary  indis- 
position that  her  exertions  had  caused.  They  were  satisfied  as 
regarded  her,  but  would  not  Buffer  tho  performance  to  he  resumed. 
As  an  instance  of  the  impression  this  great  actress  mado  on  in- 
dividuals who  tr.igM  ho  supposed  insensible,  from  familiarity,  to  tlie 
power  of  acting,  fiolman  turned  to  joy  father,  when  Mrs.  Siddons 
had  fallen,  and  looking  aghast,  in  his  face,  said:  "Macrca<ly,  do 
I  look  as  pale  as  you  V"  a  strange  question,  lint,  one  not  unintelligible, 
under  the  extraordinary  e.vbuinurii:  of  fin:  moment. 

The  success  of  Itiehard  would  in  ordinary  course  necessitate  the 
trial  of  Other  leading  charaeters.  Coriolanus  was  the  next  selected 
by  the  managers.  -In  this  I  stood  at  disadvantage,  with  llio 
recollection  of  Komble  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the.  playgoing 
public;  but  with  a  full  consciousness  of  the  difficulty  of  my  task, 
I  went  to  work.  To  add  dignity  and  grace  to  my  deportment 
I  studied  under  D'llgvillc  the  various  atlitudes  from  the  antique, 
and  practised  the  more  stately  walk  which  was  enforced  by  the 
peculiarity  of  their  dress  on  the  r/ina  toi/n.ta.  I  allowed,  myself  no 
leisure,  intent  on  mastering  the  patrician's  outward  bearing,  and 
under  that  givitin  foil  vent  to  the  unbridled  passion  of  the  man. 
My  reception  (Nov.  29th,  1S19)  was  that  of  an  acknowledged 
favourite,  and  tlie  applause  1!i:one.hoitt  the  play  and  at  its  close 
exceeded  my  most  ambitions  hopes.* 

.Among  the  flattering  testimonies  offered  mo  on  this  second 
venture  none  were  held  by  me  jn  equal  esleetn  with  the  graceful 
sonnet  published  in  the  l.ik  rury  (Jv;.dte  by  Harry  Cornwall. 

"ME.  MACKEADY  IN'COBJOLANira.' 

'"Tiiii  is  the  noblest  Knm.m  of  tliera  all;* 

And  he  shrill  wear  his  victor's  crown,  and  stand 

llistitid.  siiKi-lKt  Hie  senilis  of  tlio  land, 

And  lift  his  head  si  bit  while  other.;  full. 

Ho  hath  not  bowed  him  to  tlie  vulgar  call, 

N<:;-  bid  his  i:-:.vi-lI  i-ri-uie.-  .s::iri'!  ■' i  :«i-n  1 1 L. :  lit.,  h'.iim'., 

I!u1  id  lii.i  davit  eye  ki'c]'  it-;  hls-h  tsniiiuiil, 

And  gathcr'd  '  from  the  few  '  Ms  coronal. 

I'd  unassuming  hath  he  won  his  way  ! 

And  therefore  lit  to  breathe  the  lints  of  Mm 

Who  gaily,  onco,  besides  tbo  Avon  river, 

Shaped  the  great  verse  that  lives,  and  shall  live  for  ever. 

but  he  now  revels  in  eternal  day, 

Feel-less  amongst  the  earth-born  cherubim." 

*  From  the  Mon\:s-:  //;'.'■<;'<■'.- — "Mr.  Macveadv  by  his  pei'iei-miiiico  of 
Coriolalius  last  night 'has  again  sou  tin;  first  hencurs  of  the  stage.  The 
previous  devdnptiii. ui  r.i'  tail  great  v.eri'.-.imer's  ger.ii.s  ir.  I.u-liard  s!  ripped  his 
last  night's  enterprise  cf  all  sis  peril  and  murh  of  lis  aspiring,  .  .  .  We  have 
merely  room  to  state  that  ir,  (he  seines  where  he  consents,  at  the  entreaty  of 
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Fortune  was  now  smiling  on  mo.  An  offer  of  £50  per  night, 
made  to  me  by  the  Brighton  manager,  was  too  tempting  to  bo 
resisted,  and  for  throe  weeks  1  wns  tibia,  by  travelling  all  night, 
to  act  there  once  in  each  week  for  the  proposed  sum.  Nor  was  it 
less  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  post  down  to  Bristol,  and  by  the  per- 
formance of  Kichard  mid  ('.'oriel  anus  to  crowded  houses  to  render 
serviceable  aid  to  my  father's  managerial  undertaking.  Being 
obliged  to  hire  it  carriage  in  order  to  post,  homo  for  the  next  night's 
play  at  Covent  fiat-den,  L  took  with  me  a  youth,  a  cadet  at  "Woolwich, 
the  brother  of  a  young  lady  between  whom  and  myself  all  but  mutual 
declarations  of  attachment,  had  taken  place.  She  was  in  person 
Tory  lovely ;  but  my  judgment  was  at  war  with  the  partiality  into 
which  the  fancied  preference  of  myself  had  flattered  me.  It  was 
of  course  a  pleasure  to  me,  as  an  attention  tol'-er.  residing  at  Rath, 
to  give  her  brother  t'ao  opportunity  of  spending  two  days  of  his 
Christmas  holidays  with  his  family:  and  leaving  Bristol  after 
acting  Ooiiulauus,  T  received  in  returning  home  my  young  fellow- 
traveller  about  midnight  at  Bath,  as  wc  changed  horses  there. 
His  news  toolc  me  by  sur prise,  and  caused  me  some  agitation,  which 
in  the  friendly  darkness  escaped  observation.  It  was  that  his 
beautiful  sister  (wi-i-un  i!  vuttaliiU  !)  was  engaged  to  be  married  to 
a  gentleman  whom  she  had  met  at  Jlawlish.  .Flashed  as  I  was 
with  professional  successes,  my  wounded  self-Jove  soon  found  refuge 
in  activity  of  thought,  her  fickleness  saving  me  trouble  in  re- 
conciling myself  to  tin:  change.  In  the  course  of  rwo  months  she 
broke  off  with  her  new  lover,  and  was  earnest  in  her  entreaties  to 
a  mutual  friend  to  invite  me  down  to  meet  bcr  at  his  place  in 
Oxfordshire,  where  she  was  to  make  a  visit.  Hut  in  complying  with 
her  wish,  lie  knew,  arid  told  her,  his  conviction  of  ray  resolution  : 
"I  do  confess,  tlimi'rt  smooth  and  fair, 

And  I  might  have  gone  &*.  &■"  to  love  thee, 

Had  I  not  foumi  the  slightest  prayer 

That  lip  "...  ■.;!.]  move  li  1 1  power  to  move  Uhi^; 

But  1  can  let  thee  now  alone, 

As  worthy  to  be  loved  by  none." 

his  mother,  to  go  bs.\;  a"d  ?.i]-.el!inte  ','ao  meor^cL  pe::p>,  an  1  ivhere  he  gives 
vent  to  his  scorn  and  dolianec  of  the  tribunes,  he  gave  proofs  of  variety, 
(leiibility,  and  power  rarely  equalled  and  absolute'v  r. in .icelled.  .  .  .  Th« 
quarrel  with  Aufidius.  partitularly  ihat  pssaju  in  wliiuli  Komhle  was  so  fine 
— the  retort  of  '  liny  * —  produced  acclamation.  .  .  .  There  ia  one  gtiind  point 
in  which  no  other  living  actnr  but  Jlr.  Macroady  em  approach  Kemble, — ,ve 
mean  the  magic  power  of  iim-.-i^:;  an  illusive  image  nf  ph vsienl  grandeur 
upon  the  very  fonic  of  the  bobnblcv.  merely  by  seme  slight  change  of  attitude 
or  action,  from  the  death  of  Cor  in!  an  us  to  the  fall  of  ll:e  curtain  the  houso 
resounded  with  applause,  and  in  the  pit  the  waving  of  bats  was  universal, 
)Ir.  Lgertou  came  on  to  announce  the  ne.it  performance,  bur.  was  obliged  to 
give  way  for  a  general  cry  of  llaen.'ad;-.  He  did  accerdingly  make  his 
appearance,  was  received  wir.h  the  livelie.-i,  expressions  of  kindness  by  the 
audience,  and  announced  tin;  repel  il  iou  of  '  t'oriolanus'  on  Wednesday." 
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My  good  friend  did  not,  however,  think  so,  for  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months  bo  married  her  himself,  ;i:h!  verified  the  lay  of  children's 
slories  by  bcirif;'  "  very  happy  ever  after." 

The  heaviest  in  is  chimes  that,  could  depress  the  fortunes  of 
Coveut  Garden  Theatre  now  fell  wilh  almost  crushing'  effect. 
AH— but  none  with  the  same  motives  of  regret  that  weighed  on 
me— were  in  a  state  of  temporary  despair  in  hearing  that  Miss 
O'Neill  had  quitted  the  stage  !  Her  husband,  Mr.  Lecher,*  met  the 
claims  of  Mr,  Harris  in  the  most  liberal  and  gentlemanly  spirit; 
but  no  amount  of  money  that  could  be  reasonably  asked  would 
compensate  for  the  loss  of  her  great  (a lent.  Still,  "il  faut  cnltivcr 
notre  jardin,"  the  best  face  was  put  on  this  disaster,  for  such  it 
was,  and  the  work  of  tho  season  went  on.  The  grass  was  not 
allowed  to  grow  under  our  feet.  Jaques,  in  Shakespeare's  'As  You 
Like  It,'  was  a  study  for  me,  one  of  those  real  varieties  of  mind 
with  which  it  is  u  pleasure  in  represent;;! ion  to  identify  oneself. 
Eobcrt  Dudley,  Karl  of  Leicester,  in  a  bald  ttar.slation  of  Schiller's 
'Marie  Stuart'— a  compound  of  Lois  lie  Gnilbeet  and  Front  de 
Boeuf  in  a  drama  by  Lea/.ley  from  Sir  W.  Scott's  '  Ivanhoe  '—and  a 
very  effective  sketch  of  Henri  (j naive  in  a  clever  operatic  drama 
hv  Morton  under  ihat  title,  carried  mu  onward  through  a  great  part 
of  the  season. 

It  was  in  1he  Faster  Week  that  old  Mr.  TT arris,  the  patentee  and 
chief  proprietor  of  Coven  t.  Garden  Theatre,  came  up  to  town  from 
his  seat,  Belmont,  near  iixbridge.  I  received  a  very  courteous 
message  from  him  expressive  of  Ids  wish  to  see  me ;  and  going  to 
his  hotel,  I  was  introdmx'd  to  him,  a  very  old  gentleman,  wilh  all 
the  ceremonious  and  jrvaeoful  manners  ascribed  in  ihe  Chesterfield 
of  his  early  day.  His  wish  to  see  me  was  to  thank  me  personally 
for  the  service  T  had  rendered  the  theatre  in  its  distress.  It  was  a 
gratifying  and  uncalled-for  maniie.-tatici]  of  ice-ling  on  his  part,  and 
justly  appreciated  on  my  own. 

The  performance  of  Tate's  miserable  debilitation  and  disfigure- 
ment of  Shakespeare's  sublime  tra«e:!y  of  : King  Lear'  (adopted  by 
Garrick,  Kemble,  Ac.)  had  been  fur  several  year.-  interdicted  at  the 
theatres,  us  suggesting  in  its  principal  character  a.  resemblance  to 
the  actual  condition  ul."  {be  reigning  sovereign,  George  III.  His 
death  litis  year  (Jaimavy  20th,  ]sWj)  caused  the  restriction  to  be) 
removed,  and  the  play  was  to  be  revived  for  Fcan,  with  a  very 
expensive  outlay,  at  Jinny  Lane.  .Henry  Harris,  wishing  to  fore- 
stall its  production  (here,  directed  mo  (o  prepare  myself  in  (he 
principal  character.  This  rvs?  of  antagonism  was  certainly  not  in 
a  generous  spirit  of  competition.  The  olject  was  to  hurry  out  the 
play,  no  matter  how  prepared,  in  order  to  anticipate  the  rival 
Iheatro.  But  however  indulgently  the  audience  might  be  disposed 
to  receive  me,  it  would  not  have  bren  consistent  wilh  the  principles 
I  held  in  respect  to  my  art  fo  venture  before  them  lite  grandest 
•Mr.  Becher  became  Sir  William  Beefier  on  his  creation  as  a  barorat  in 
1831.— Ed. 
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and  most  affecting  of  Hie  Great  Master's  creations  without  time  to 
search  out  the  clearest  conception  of  his  intentions,  and  perfect 
myself  in  the  most  elaborately  studied  execution  of  them.  In 
refusing  to  commit:  myself  to  so  rath  an  cApcriuient,  it  was  only  duo 
to  Mr.  Harris's  interests  to  stale  my  willingness  lo  act  any  other 
character  in  the  play,  and  on  his  naming  bdimiud,  I  without  pause 
undertook  the  parr  (April  l.'Uli).  anil  hist  no  civil  it,  by  it.  With 
the  sole  purpose  of  inking  the  edge  of  novelty  off  the  revival  of 
tho  play,  ho  engaged  Uooth  for  a  few  nights  to  act  I.eai'.  It  could 
not  be  a  success.  It  was  acted  three  nights.  On  the  24th  of  the 
same  mouth,  April,  it  was  brought  out  at  Drury  Lane  with 
"dresses,  scenery,  and  machinery,"  all  new.  A  great  display 
was  attempted  by  what  the  playbills  called  a  "Laud-storm,"  in- 
tended to  represent  the  overflowing  of  a  river,  braving  down  rocks 
and  trees  in  its  course  ;  but  as  a  scenic  cil'ect  it  was  a  noisy 
failure,  and  as  sin  illustration  of  Shakespeare's  text,  which  tells 
us,  "for  many  miles  about  there's  scarce  a  bush,"  a  ludicrous 
blunder. 

Kean's  person  at' en  of  li  iug  T.oar  (it.  mast  be  borne  in  mind  that 
it  was  Tate's  version,  or  p.trody,  as  wit  limit  a  very  great  strain  on 
the  word  it  may  not  unaptly  be  Termed)*  could  not  bo  entirely  void 
of  those  Hashes  of  genius  thai  were  rarely  wanting  even  in  his  least 
successful  assumptions;  but  in  my  judgment  it  was  not  to  be 
ranked  with  his  masterly  portraitures  of  Othello,  Overreach, 
Mortimer,  or  Hie-hard,  and  such  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
public.  Most  actors,  GiuTiek,  Keinble,  and  Xean  among  others, 
seemed  to  have  based  ilieir  concept  ion  of  the  character  on  tho 
infirmity  usually  associated  wish  "  four-score,  arid  upwards,"  and 
have  represented  the  feebleness  instead  of  the  vigour  of  old  age. 
But  Lear's  was  in  truth  a  "lusty  winter:''  his  language  never 
betrays  imbecility  of  miml  or  body.  Ho  confers  his  kingdom  indeed 
on  "younger  strengths  :"  but  there-  is  still  sufficient  invigorating 
him  to  allow  him  to  ride,  to  hunt:,  to  van  wildly  through  the  fury 
of  the  storm,  to  slay  the  ruffian  who  murdered  Ills  Cordelia,  and  to 
bear  about  her  dead  body  in  his  arms.  There  is,  moreover,  a 
heartiness,  ami  even  jo'.Mry  in  his  blither  moments,  no  way  akin  to 
the  helplessness  of  senility.  Indeed  the  towering  range  of  thought 
with  which  his  mind  dilates,  identifying  the  heavens  themselves 
with  his  griefs,  and  the  power  of  conceiving  such  vast  imaginings, 
would  seem  incompatible  wilb  a  loitering,  trembling  frame,  and 
betoken  rather  one  of  "mighty  bone  and  bold  emprise,"  in  the  out- 
ward bearing  of  the  grand  old  man.     In  Kuan's  performance  there 

*  It  would  scni'Cfijy  I-;-  UUiiVOil  t!:..'.   •;:Hi  :■.   i-.i.--:-::.ic   ,18   tho  f.jlloii-ing  would 
be   given    in  what,  pro  few*  to  lie    mi   iimmiv^n.jrit-   i.a    Shakespeare.     It  is 
(.iioater  :',lir.;i;:ia:.;  jvlm .lii I  ill  l'iifiirnare  to  iii.i  sun  Edgar ; 
"find  him. 
Edmund,  that  I  mny  wind  me  to  his  heart, 
And  twist  his  bleeding  bowels  round  my  arm  1" 
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were  many  striking  effects,  but  as  a  whole  tlie  impression  it  left 
was  weak  in  comparison  with  his  triumphant,  success  in  other 
characters. 

[»  the  course  of  the  month  of  April  an  application  was  made  to 
me  by  my  eld  Glasgow  friend,  John  Tait,  on  the  subject  of  a 
tragedy  that,  had  been  produced  at  Glasgow  with  much  applause. 
The  autlior  ho  described  as  a  man  of  original  genius,  and  one  in 
whose  fortunes  ho  and  many  of  his  fellow-citizens,  look  a  deep 
interest.  It  so  happened  that  I  had  undergone  the  reading  of  two 
or  three  tragedies  when  Into  at:  Glasgow,  and  it  was  with  con- 
sequent distrust  that,  to  oblige  a  very  good  friend,  I  undertook  to 
read  this.  Tait  was  to  scad  the  3IH.  without  delay,  and  I  looked 
forward  to  my  task  with  no  ■very  good-will.  It  was  about  three 
o'clock  one  day  that  I  was  preparing  to  go  eat,  when  a  parcel 
arrived  containing  a  letter  from  T'uit  and  the  M8.  of  '  Virginius.' 
After  some  hesitation  1  thought  it  best  to  get.  the  business  over, 
to  do  at  once  what  I  had  engaged  to  do,  nnd  i  sal  down  detcrmlngly 
to  my  work.  The  freshness  and  simplicity  of  the  dialogue  fixed 
my  attention  ;  I  read  on  and  on,  and  was  soea  absorbed  in  the 
interest  of  t lie  story  and  the  passion  of  its  scene-,  till  at  its  close  I 
found  myself  in  such  a  slate  of  excitement  that  for  a  time  I  was 
undecided  what  step  to  take.  Impulse  was  in  tho  ascendant,  and 
snatching  up  my  pen  I  hurriedly  wrote,  as  my  agiiated  feelings 
prompted,  a  letter  to  the  author,  to  mo  then  a  perfect  stranger.  I 
was  closing  my  letter  as  the  postman';!  lull  was  sounded  Tip  the 
street,  when  the  thought  occurred  to  me,  "  What  have  I  written.? 
It  may  seem  wild  and  extravagant;  1  had  better  re-consider  it."  I 
tore  the  letter,  and,  sallying  out,  hastened  directly  to  my  friend 
Procter's  lodgings,  wishing  to  consult  him,  tmd  lest.  !>y  his  the  cor- 
rectness of  my  own  judgment.  He  was  from  home,  and  I  left  a  card, 
requesting  him  to  breukhisi  with  mo  next  day,  having  something 
very  remarkable  to  show  him.  After  dinner  at  a  coffee-house  I 
returned  home,  and  in  more  cullectcd  mood,  again  read  over  the 
impassioned  scenes,  in  which  Knowdes  has  given  heart  and  life  to 
tho  characters  of  the  old  lioman  story.  Sly  first  impressions 
were  confirmed  by  a  careful  re-perusal.  and  in  sober  certainty  of  its 
justness  I  wrote  my  opinion  of  the  work  to  Kuowlos,  pointing  out 
some  little  oversights,  and  assaring  him  of  my  best  exertions  to 
procure  its  acceptance  from  the  managers,  and  to  obtain  the 
highest  payment  for  it.  I  have  not  preserved  a,  copy  of  my  letter, 
hut  its  general  purport  may  he  guessed  from  the  reply  1o  it,  which 
is  here  va-batim; 

GtAMOW,  20th  AprX,  1820. 

My  DEAr.  Sir.,— F.ir  hire  sir  is  nv.t  of  fin:  quotum-  I  i'-.ank  you  from  the 
L(it;uin  01  my  hc;-.rt  tor  tho  most  kind — E  imist  r.et  say  flattering — tho'  most 
ilaMoring— letter  that  you  h'.vo  v.vitton  to  ;no.  1\m11v  I.  oannot  reply  to  it  in 
any  manner  that  will  satisfy  my-df,  sn  I  Bh:dl  only  er.oe  for  ail  repeat — I 
th;mk-  you  :  and  feel  as  if  1  siie'.u.i  r.en'r  fa-'j.o'..  I  lo:  ooiujiu:;  nf  a  eonr-por, donee 
with  Mr.   Macrcaily.     You  must  have  i;  vary  warm  heart.     Do  not  think,  1 
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entreat  you,  that  because  I  p  stress  mv^lf  iTi'pjr'^.tl;- — very  imperfectly— 
the[e  is  any  deficient-)-  where  tin  :<:  onijht,  out  to  be. 

1  have  but  ;i  few  Tiiin-.:fes — I  shoall  sny  mouu-nt.i— to  write.  All  your 
suggestions  I  have  BtEemkl  li.i  ;  I  behove  mi,  au:l  it'  1  have  not,  I  fully  pro- 
posal to  attend  to  thorn,  except  so  far  ;;s  the  wut-.i  ■'  M|ueak  "  is  concerned: 
that  word  I  knew  net  her.'  to  lose,  for  war.t  of  :>  lit.  substitute— the  smallest 
p-issi'ilc  sound.  1-iul  out  a  term,  and  make  the  alteration  yourself;  or  if  you 
cannot,  and  still  wish  an  alteration,  do  what  you  like,  i  don't  care  about  it,  [ 
mcreh- submit  the  matter  to  von.  OS.]  have  forgotten  the  word  "cheer ;" 
what  shall  I  do  al->  in  the  way  of  fhnfo:-  a  5n'..-;!ln!e  for  that  word? 
I  cannot  stop  to  write  another  line. 

I  am  very  much  ;■>..:■  il'ibtor.  and  truly 

Your  grateful  hum/.Ic  Snvvnnt, 

Make  anv  alterations  you  like  in  anv  pari  of  the  phiv  and  I  shall  be 
ohliged  to  you. 

A.  letter  more  tiiily  characteristic  of  a  man  was  never  written. 
Procter  "was  with  jut)  betimes  Hie  morning  after  my  call.  How 
pleasant  is  tiie  recollection  of  that  mornings  conference!  How 
delightful  to  recall  particular  instances  of  a  lifo  of  benevolence, 
the  history  of  which  would  l>e  rnifs  limp;  catalogue  of  kindly  deeds ! 
We  read  the  play  together,  and  no  word  of  exception  was  heard  to 
jar  against  the  praise  lie  spontaneously  and  1  i L>. ■  rally  bestowed  on 
the  work— but  lie  had  ever  a  ready  and  imenvying  ad  in  i  ration  of 
contemporary  genius*.  Ho  undertook  to  write  tho  cpilogno,  and  fo 
enlist  Hamilton  Iteynolds  in  its  cause  as  the  contributor-] of  the 
prologue. 

In  accepting  11m;  trairMy  31  r.  .Harris  consented  to  my  stipulation 
that  its  payment  (£10!)  fir  twenty  nights)  should  In;  continued  into 
tho  nest  season,  which  makimr  the  dilferenco  of  £100,  I  had  great 
satisfaction  in  commuoieatiea' io  Kaowles.  The  characters  were 
allotted  and  tho  calls  issued.  "I'awcett  having  in  noli  on  his  hands 
asked  me  to  read  the  play  lo  the  company,  and  to  take  on  myself 
the  "getting  it  up,"  i.e.  the  arram-einenr  of  the  action  and  group- 
ing of  the  scenes.  Not  one  sixpence  was  allowed  for  its  mise-en- 
schue,  and  to  be  correct  in  my  costume  1  was  obliged  to  purchaso 
my  own  dresses.  But  my  heart  was  in  the  work,  so  much  Kotlmt 
it  would  seem  my  zeal  ran  the  risk  of  outstripping  discretion,  for 
it  was  made  a  complaint  by  ICgerion,  t'.e  i'u  mi  tori  us,  that  "tho 
youngest  mini  in  the  theatre  should  take  on  him  to  order  and 
direct  his  elders."  On  Fawcett's  report  of  this  to  me,  I  directly 
made  the  amenrk  to  T.gcrbm.  apologizing  for  any  want  of  deferenca 
I  might  have  shown  to  my  brother  actors. 

The  play  was,  in  French  pliras:',  well  mounted,  with  Charles 
Kemble,  Icilius  ;  Terry,  Ikntatus;  Abbot,  Applus  Claudius;  and 
tho  lovely  MjssFoote  (alter  wards  Conntoss  of  Harrington),  Virginia: 
who  thank iiiTTy  accepting  my  tuition, "produced  the  most  pleasing 
effect  by  aiming  at  none.  My  every  thought  was  engrossed  by 
Yirginius.    I  had  poil'i.o^.ai  mvx  If  roughly  in  tin;  words  of  the  part 
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before  presentine-  (lie  piny,  and  with  the  first  of  morning  nnd  the 
last  of  night  the  iniasvs  if  ottered  were  preterit  to  hip,  whilst  every 
vacant  hour  was  employed  in  practice,  to  give  siticotltness  to  those 
pathetic  touches  ami  those  whirlwinds  of  passion  in  tho  part, 
which  in  the  full  sway  of  their  fury  required  the  actor's  self- 
command  to  ensure  the  correctness  of  every  tone,  gesture,  and 
look.  The  rehearsals,  as  may  lie  supposed,  had  been  most  care- 
fully superintended,  ar.d.it!  appeared  in  (he  I: est  (rain,  when  on  the 
night  before  the  play's  peri'oimanee  r.n  order  from  Carlton  House, 
desiring  the  Miv  iwLi.d;  h:i.l  passed  the  T.ord  Chamberlain's  office) 
to  be  sent  there  innnedkieiy,  iilh.il  ns  all  witli  alarm.  Of  course  it 
was  immediately  sent,  .nnd  as  reported,  subjected  to  the  royal 
scrutiny.  The  next  morning  we  were  assembled  on  the  stage 
wailing  for  it,  when  it  was  returned,  wilh  only  pencil  marks  drawn 
over  some  lines  in  the  part  of  Appius  Claudius,  expafiating  on 
tyranny.  On  Way  17th  (18-0)  '  Yirginius'  was  first  acted,  and  its 
early  scenes  were  not  unattended  with  danger,  Charles  Komblo 
being  so  hoarse  that  not  one  word,  spoken  in  the  lowest  whisper, 
could  be  heard  ;  but  the  action  of  the  scene  told  its  story  with 
sullicient  distimitnoss  to  keep  alive  its  interest.  This  grew  as  the 
play  advanced,  and  in  the  third  act,  in  ledius's  great  scene,  Kem- 
ble's  voice  came  out  in  all  iis  natural  strength,  and  brought  down 
thunders  of  applause.  With  the  pi-ogress  oi  the  play  the  rapt 
attention  of  theaudience  gradually  kindled  into  enthusiasm.  Long- 
continued  cheers  followed  the  close  of  each  succeeding  act; 
half-stifled  screams  and  involuntary  ejaculations  burst  forth  when 
the  fatal  blow  was  struck  to  the  daughter's  heart:  and  the  curtain 
fell  amidst  the  most  deafening  applause  of  a  highly-excited  au- 
ditory. The  play  was  an  unquestionable  triumph,  which  Knowles 
had  sat  in  the  pit  to  witness  and  enjoy.* 

*Fiom  the  Times—"  Macrendy  deserves  peculiar  praise  for  his  Virginius. 
His  acting  is  always  e\celh.ai'. ;  but  lie  has  in  this  character  touched  the 
passions  -with  a  mere  masterly  baud,  ami  evineeJ  deeper  pathos  than  we 
recollect  on  any  ibrmcr  occasioa.  The  tone  with  which  ia  tin!  judgment 
scene  he  uttered  the  word; — '  Jly  pour  chiM  here,  who  clings  to  me  for 
protection '—was  trirly  palbelio.  Some  embarrassment  arose  from  the 
entangling  of  the  knife  in  the  folds  of  his  rube,  which  injured  the  general 
effect ;  but  the  bum-  when  given  was  ii'LiiJic.  A;  a  catastrophe  nothing  could 
be  finer,  and  tho  play  should  end,  if  |iossihle,  as  that  of  Aliim-i  does,  with  the 
line  from  l.ivy,  addrosscd  to  Appias,  ■  Willi  ibis  blood  i  devote  thy  hand  to  the 
infernal  Gods.'" 

fViin  ti-e  ?-!t>ri,iit>:i  IR-rakl—"  Yiegiiiins  is  drawn  a  drama!  I-  person  of  high 
order.  His  historical  character  and  the  boiuan  lnanuees  cf  the  time  are 
preserved  with  .areat  torco  and  fidoli'y  cf  teach,  (inn  may  apply  to  him  the 
expression  of  a  living  crater, '  original  and  unai  c.innriodal  ing,  the  features  of  his 
character  pear  tin;  hardihood  of  antiquity. '  The  delineation  of  this  arduous 
character  by  Mr.  Macniaily  will  take  iis  piace  among  the  first  performances  on 
the  stage.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  art  which  his  great  and 
still  growing  genius  has  yet  produced.  Austria,  lender,  familiar,  elevated, 
rr-in^J  itig;  at  once  '.error  and  pat  lies,  he  ran  over  the  scale  of  dramatic  expression 
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In  my  eager  desire  fo  obtain  far  Knowlos  all  possible  benefit 
derivable  from  Ii is  beautit'id  work.  T  called  on  Murray,  the  moat 
liberal  of  publishers,  with  the  expectation  that  he  would  give, 
according  to  his  wont,  a  liberal  price  for  it.  He  received  it  in 
the  most  friendly  spirit,  and  my  disappointment  was  in  proportion 
to  my  raised  expectations  when,  a  day  or  two  alter,  1  found  the 
MS.  upon  my  table  with  his  note  declining  to  publish  it.  His 
reader  and  adviser  on  this  occasion,  as  T  was  informed,  was  tbo 
Itev.  H.  Milmun.  aflerwanls  Dean  of  St,  Paul's,  one  whoso  name  is 
justly  to  be  classed  with  those  of  ilic  ere  at  and  good,  but  who,  I 
think,  in  this  instance,  "  inipar  sibi,"  did  not  exert  that  liberality 
anil  clearness  of  judgment  which  would  ordinarily  and  justly  bo 
ascribed  to  him;  for  the  star  of  AlAcirs  genius  looks  palo  on  this 
subject  before  the  lustre  of  that  of  Knowles,  avid  so  long  as  there  is 
a  stage,  and  actors  capable  of  representing  the  Lost:  feelings  of  our 
nature,  BO  long  will  the  path. is,  the  poetry,  and  passion  of' Vir- 
ginias,' command  tin:  fears  and  applau-o  of  its  audience. 

Its  publisher  was  lUdgway  of  Piooaililly,  an  old  friend  of  the 
author,  and  it  has  pissed  Through  many  editions. 

An  acquaintance  formed  under  the  circumstances,  that  intro- 
duced me  to  Knowles,  would  naturally  soon  ripen  into  intimacy. 
It  might  almost  have  been  said  of  him,  that  he  "  wore  Ms  heart 
upon  his  sleeve,"  so  unreserved  anil  expansive  was  he  in  fbc  ex- 
pression of  bis  feelings.  His  rough  exterior  would  better  convey 
the  idea  of  the  captain  of  a  Berwick  smack  Hum  that  of  the  poet 
who  could  conceive  the  virgin  purity,  the  tenderness  and  grace  of 
his"  sweet  "Virginia."  To  a  sensibility  almost  womanly,  and  an  ex- 
uberant flow  of  boyish  spirits,  he  united  the  most  rmmfy  sentiments, 
ready  courage,  and  eorisaiiintiimsroetitmle  of  purpose.  The  creature 
of  impulse  and  sensitiveness,  his  si  rorig  good  sense,  when  brought  to 
bear  on  his  errors  of  precipitation,  would  Instantly  correct  them  ; 
but  his  generous  and  tno-coniidingnaiuro  would  occasionally  betray 
him  into  embarrassments  I  lint  fried  his  patience  without,  adding  to 
his  stock  of  experience.  With  all  his  genius  his  want  of  method 
in  bis  affairs  made  Hie  greater  part  of  his  life  a  struggle  with 
pecuniary  difficulties  ;  but  even  under  the  pinch  Nigs  of  poverty  ho 
would  seek  indemnity  from  the  hard  dealings  of  fortune  in  the 
little  swarm  of  children  that  clustered  round  him,  and  would 
suggest  comfort  I  o  their  mother  in  the  very  cause  of  her  anxiety, 
exclaiming,  "Look  at  them,  flfarhi,  are  we  not  rich  in  these?" 
His  heart  was  in  his  home,  and  with  the  greetings  of  friends  and 
the  plaudits  of  the  the.irro  ringing  in  his  cars,  he  was  longing 
impatiently  to  return  there.  In  a  letter  from  his  wife  on  tbo  news 
with  tins  highest  debris  of  what  run;-  lis  fulled  power.  We  have  not  space 
left  to  notice  the  p:i~s;i;:i/s  in  wiiic-i  both  the  fictur  ouil  itie  ilrnmntist.  in-m 
most  applauded ;  bat  we  must.  not.  puss  imrmiiiMi  She  scone  of  sensibility  so 
alrnni,  so  n;iii:r:d,  ia  which  ho  vie1. Is  his  ciiil  i  with  toil's  m-eti  to  tho  lovor 
uflii.s  choice,  his  l:i-.'.  moc:iaj  wi.'a  Viririoin  en  iiis  rutuni,  ::ii;i  Ids  uppeaivitica 
b:;!'"ie  the  tribunal." 
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of  his  play's  success  reaching  Obi.sgow.  recin:ni!i)g  the  many 
visits  of  co ii gratu lation  she  Lad  received,  she  observed — "Ah, 
James,  we  shall  not  want  friends  now!"  Few  men  have  had 
more  or  truer  friends,  lint,  a  sort  of  perverse  destiny  rendered  their 
efforts  for  many  years  uiutvailing.  in  as.dsting  him  in  the  establish- 
ment of  an  undisturbed  regularily  of  income. 

A  little  ineident  may  servo  lo  show  ILo  singularity  of  his  cha- 
racter in  his  inattention  to  ceremonious  observances.  On  the 
Sunday- evening  alter  the  product  ion  of  '  Virginitis;  I  was  dining 
with  Sir  "Kobort  K'eioeys  in  Park  Lane,  where,  T  fancy,  I  was  the 
only  untitled  guest  at  table.  In  the  course  of  the  dinner  one  of 
the  servants  half  whispered  to  me,  "Sir,  a  person  wants  to  see 
yon."  Utterly  ignorant  of  any  business:  thai,  any  one  could  have 
with  me  I  was  a  good  deal  cinbarras.-cd,  but  Sir  Jiohcrtvery  good- 
naturedly  relieved  mo  by  saving,  "  Yon  Lad  Letter  see  the  person, 
Mr.  Mac  ready  ;"  and  accordingly  J.  went  into  tiio  hall,  where  to  my 
astonishment,  in  tbe  dusk  of  the  evening.  1  distinguished  Knowles. 
"How  aro  you?"  was  his  greeting;.  "Good  heavens,  Knowlcs! 
what  is  the  matter'.'  Yon  should  not  have  come  here  to  me!"  was 
my  hasty  remark.  "Oh,  I  beg  your  pardon,"''  he  replied:  "lam 
going  out  of  town  in  the  morning,  and  I  wished  to  give  you  this 
myself.  Good-bye!"  throwing  a  pared  into  my  hand  and  hurrying 
away.  Putting  it  in  my  pocket. -without  looking  at  it,  I  returned 
in  some  confusion  to  the  dinner-table.  When  I  reached  home  I 
found  the  packet  to  contain  the  printed  copy  of '  Virginitis,'  dedi- 
cated to  myself,  and  a  nolo  sent  afterwards  to  my  ludgings,  ex- 
pressive of  his  regret  for  his  intrusion  on  roe,  and,  evidently  under 
wounded  feelings,  informing  me  that  it  was  ILo  first  copy  struck 
off,  and  bidding  mo  farewell.  I  wrote  immediately  to  him,  ex- 
plaining the  awkwardness  of  my  posil  Ion  and  my  ignorance  of  his 
object  in  coming  to  me  and  wisLing  to  see  him.  The  note  reached 
him  in  the  morning  :  he  came  at  once,  and  all  was  made  perfectly 
smooth  between  us.*  At  a  supper  he  gave  to  a  few  intimate 
friends  at  a  eolfeo-Loaso  i:i  Co  vent.  Hard  en  (the  bill  of  fare  of  which 
was  salmon  and  a  boiled  leg  of  mutton)  T  first  met  llazlitt,  to 
whoso  early  advice  and  tutnrsdiip  iie  considered  himself  greatly 
indebted.    Hazlitt  was  a  man  whose  conversation  could  not  fail 

*  Tim  fell  a  vara;  is  the  dediration  tte'.t  :i]i:t.no.l  in  all  the  earlier  editions, 
but  has  been  omitted  ia  the  later  ones : — 

"  To  Wmiam  Macheady,  Esq. 

"  My  dear  Sin, — What  caa  1  Jo  L-~s  than  dediente  this  Tragedy  to  yon? 
This  is  a  rencst.ina  whirii  ymi  eannot.  answer;  hut  1  tail.  I  car.not  do  loss;  anJ 
if  1  con  Id  tin  more,  I  ruigist  and  would. 

"  I  was  si  perfVid  sh'iorjjer  to  yon  :  yon  read  uiy  play,  and  at  once  cam  rait  fed 
yourself  re.  pat  tin;;  it.  nun-its.  This,  perhaps,  i.s  not  saying  lunch  for  your 
head,  but  it  says  a  great.  <li.';il  fur  yonr  heart ;  and  that  i.s  the  uonsiJera:ioji 
which  above  all  ethers  makes  mo  fuel  happy  ami  proud  in  subscribing 
myself  "  Youv  grateful  r-'rieial  and  Servant, 

"JlJOS  S:i:a;i;iA\  iinmi.Ei." 
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to  arrest  attention.  He  found  in  me  a  ready  listener,  anil  in 
the  interest  of  mir  discussion  became  irritated  liy  ilio  boisterous 
boyish  Fallies  of  Knowlc&'s  irrepressible  spirits,  rebuking  him  for 
liis  iin  seas  on  able  interruptions,  and,  ;is  one  having  authority, 
desiring  him.  not  to  "play  the  fool."  Tho  poet  was  in  truth  a 
very  child  of  nature,  ajid  Haalitt,  who  knew  him  well,  treated 
liim  as  such. 

Among  the  ninny  oTiuiiieations  associated  in  my  mind  with  the 
production  of  ' Virgin his,'  tho  aoqmiiiitanee  first,  made  with  my 
friend  .laekson  is  not  the  least  pri/.ed.  It  was  in  this  character  I 
first  sat  to  him,  for  my  portrait  in  '  Virginias, '  ami,  as  intimacy 
developed  to  me  more  anil  mure  the  simplicity  and  benevolence  of 
his  nature,  my  attachment  to  him  kept,  plate  in  its  growth  with 
my  admiration  of  his  {renins  during-  his  life,  and  still  clings  warmly 
to  his  memory. 

Through  the  re mni rider  of  the  season  'Virginias'  was  acted 
every  night  appropriated  to  benefits.  JMino  came  off,  June  9th, 
with  flying  colours.  A  crowded  house  put  a  good  sum  in  my 
pocket;  and  Toy  (irst  essay  in  Macbeth,'  on  the  study  of  which  I 
had  bestowed  my  best  pains,  was  very  favourably  received.*  To 
strengthen  the  east  of  the  play  1  bad  asked  Terry  to  undertake 
Macduff,  at  which  Abbott,  who  had  once  appeared  in  tho  part, 
took  umbrage,  and  made  it  the  ground  of  n  quarrel.  It  was  in 
vain  that  I  pleaded  to  him  the  universal  custom  on  such  occasions, 
and  in  the  most  soothing  and  friendly  maimer  deprecated  his 
taking  offence.  lie  very  in  temperately  persisted  in  language  (li-.t 
was  Inadmissible    and  which  left  me  no   alternative  but  to  retort 

'From  the  Morninj  ITcrald,  June  lCiih.—"  Covad  (larden.— The  tragedy 
of  'Macbeth'  was  netel  lit  this  theatre  last  night  tor  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Macready  It  was  his  j ■  i- - o  mi- turn:; -.use  of  :;:;■.;  a^eaivable  character,  and  be 
tuts  reason  tn  be  doubly  gratitio  I  wilh  his  selection  ct'it.s  pei'lurmance  for  his 
benefit.  It  attractei  a  crowned  and  remark;! ljly  briiihint  audience,  ami  in 
this  new  essay  he  me!  ■.villi  signal  success.  Ilis  air  of  h .--.vi Lie red  agitation 
upon  coming  on  ttn!  stuge  alter  tin;  interview  willi  the  weird  sisters  was  a 
most  judicious  and  eiicuiv-e  innovation  upon  tho  style  of  his  predecessors.  In 
the  banquet  scene,  too,  he  made  an  original  and  odmivabli'  eilcct.  Instead  of 
intiiuidatin.r-  the  itaosl  into  a  retreat,  he  full  back,  sank  iu:o  a  chair,  covered 
his  face  with  lii.s  hands,  1 1 1 . ■  n  looked  again,  perceived  the  Ghost  had  dis- 
appeared, and  upon  behir  relieved  from  liie  i'e  in'iil  vidua  recovered  once  more 
the  soring  of  Ids  soul  on  i  body.  Tin:  fii»u!.  was  powerful.  Ilis  expression  of 
terror  after  the  murder  produced  a  lor.g-cnntiiine  I  .siillr.o.ss.  The  pathos 
which  lie  infused  into  Macbeth  v.-.,s  a  principal  merit  in  his  delineation.  At 
tho  fall  of  the  curtain,  upon  Mr.  Connor's  npneniinc;  to  nnnounce  the  per- 
formance of  (lie  mni  evening,  (here  was  a  universal  clamour  fur  Mr.  Macready. 
After  some  delay  lie  did  appcer,  but  was  oaite  exhausted  by  the  exertions  of 
the  last  act.  lie  was  so  overpowered  by  f.iiigue  and  perhaps  by  the  enthu- 
siasm which  the  audience  lo^nil'e.ste  1  tuw.irds  him,  that  Mr.  taw-celt  came 
out  and  said  that,  in  consequence  of  the  est i mat  ion  which  the  audience  had 
expressed  of  Mr,  Macrr-ndv's  perforin ;i nee.  tiie  ploy  should  be  repeated  ou 
Thursday," 
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(which  I  did  most  reluctantly)  by  a  personal  indignity.  Emery, 
who  was  present,  came  up  to  me  when  Abbott  It:  ft  the  room  and 
tookme  by  the  hami,  saying,  "31y  dear  "Williain,)!'  it  had  been  ray 
own  son,  I  would  i:oi.  have  wished  yon  to  have  dona  other  llia.il  you 
did."  The  issue  was  that  Abbott  applied  to  Mr.  J'ichard  Jones  to 
he  his  friend  on  the  occasion,  who  at  once  told  him  that  he  was 
greatly  to  blame  and  in  the  wrong  throughout.  The  terms  of  an 
apology  to  me  wove  soil  led  lioi.weirii  .ben>s  or.d  iny  friend  Lieutenant 
Twigs  of  the  Eoyal  Engineers,  which,  repeated  by  Abbott,  called 
forth  from  mo  an  e\pression  of  rc;;ret  that  1  should  havo  suffered 
myself  to  be  provoked  to  sneh  an  oxlremity.  It  had  been  a  prac- 
tice, as  was  said,  of  long  standi];;;  t'nr  the  frequenters  of  tile  theatres 
to  send,  on  the  performers'  benefit  n!e:hls,  presents  of  more  or  less 
value  to  the  artists  whom  1  hey  particularly  approved.  This  custom 
seemed  to  mc  to  compromise  ilie  actor's  independi  uce,  and  in  that 
belief  I  had  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  not  to  accept  more  than  the 
value  of  the  tickets  required.  I  will  not  contend  for  the  prudence 
of  this  determination  ;  wild  me  it  was  a  matter  of  feeling.  I  could 
not  consider  myself  sitting  down  to  tal  il  o  on  terms  of  social  equality 
with  a  man  to  whom  1  had  been  obliged  for  the  gift  of  five,  ten, 
or  twenty  pounds.  I  may  havo  been  too  fastidious  ;  but  I  have 
never  had  cause  to  regret. the  line  of  conduct  adopted  in  this 
particular.  Among  others,  on  the  occasion  of  this  benefit,  Lord 
Glengall  sent  me  ten  pounds  and  Colonel  I  !fri;eley  fifteen,  which  I 
returned  with  letters  that  elicited  from  them  the  admission  that  it 
was  "impossible  to  be  offended"  with  me. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

1890-1821-1822.— Country  eii^emonts— Dublin— Xowtnstle  —  Aberdeen— 
Jluiiirusu— Dundee— 1\;il1l  —  Fiuurij  wife— Lancaster  —  Liverpool  (!wi<;e 
Meredith— Fifth  Covutif.  Garden  seas-m— Iaohimo— Zan^a— lisudinV  MUS. 
fur  dramatic  authors  -'  Wulhicii ' — abijor  OirtwTijriii — l'roijrivs  in  miblie 
opinion—Vacdcnhoff — '  JJirnndo'.a  ' — Kiirrii^siiio^t  in'  Miss  AM;  ins  :if.  liiisl :  1 
-  PavMnl  ]-(!.sloi'ai.].:n  r,f  ishi'.k^.e.n-o's  ic\l  in  ilii/mird  ITT.  -Job::  Komblii  - 
Wiiiriivi-ijtit— 'Damon  and  l'yllii.is'— Oharac'cv  of  Tianilrt— Hemy  IV'.— 
l'orti'/iit  by  Jackson— Si  cry  of  the  i;hibl  suvod  from  1'iro  Country  nn;;;!^;- 
moiits— Highland  louv  —  Second  Cnvinii  Garden  eii-:ye]ii,;iit— ltiflkulties  in 
the  mana^ni  ent— Cass  i  us— Othei  lo. 

The  close  of  this  season  found  mc  in  a  very  different  position  from 
that  in  which  I  had  stood  at  its  opening,  llnga.gement.s  from 
eo  i  in  ivy  manap.vs  pnurcd  in  upon  me,  and  filled  up  the  wholo  term 
of  my  vacation  before  T  left  London.  Th rough  the  interest  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  the  patent  of  tin;  Dublin  Theatre  had  been  given 
by  George  IV.  to  Mr.  Henry  Harris,  who  fitted  up  (he  rotunda  as  a 
temporary  theatre  (capable  of  holding  about  two  hundred)  until 
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o  ho  had  to  build  should  be  completed.  My  summer 
ts  began  there,  where  the  performance  of  'Virginius' 
made  quite  a  sensation.  It  was  acted  to  crowded  houses'  seven 
nights  out  of  the  ten,  io  which  my  slay  was  limited.  Shell  reached 
Dublin  from  circuit  in  time  to  Lie  present  at  one  of  the  representa- 
tions. After  tlio  play  he  came  and  sat  down  beside  me  in  the 
green-room,  and  was  silent  for  some  time:  at  length,  "Well, 
Mac-ready,''  he  began,  "what  am  T  to  say  to  yon?  I.  really  don't 
know;  there  is  nothing  I  have  seen  like  it  since  Mrs.  Siddons!" 
Such  an  eulogy  from  such  a  judge  was  worth  to  me  the  acclama- 
tions of  a  crowded  theatre. 

My  route  lay  onward  to  Nowcastle-on-'J.'yae,  and  from  a  severe 
hurt  in  my  knee,  got  by  a  fall  at  Dublin,  1  was  obliged  to  travel 
in  post-chaises  and  as  rapidly  as  1  could  bribe  the  post-boys  to  go, 
My  old  friends  there,  welcomed  me  with  the  old  cordiality, and,  as 
in  Dublin,  I  continued  to  reap  a  rich  harvest.  From  thence  to 
Aberdeen  was  my  point  of  travel,  and,  on  account  of  my  wounded 
knee  and  the  necessity  of  journeying  all  nighr,  [.  hired  a  carriage 
at  Newcastle,  sotting  out  after  the  play  on  Saturday  night.  On 
Saturday  midnight  1  reached  Wood  haven  on  the  shore  of  the 
Firth  of  Tay,  where  1  had  to  wait  two  hours  fur  the  tide  to  cross  to 
Dundee.  Dressing  and  hreakfas'ing  at  "Wont  rose.  I  reached  Aber- 
deen about  noon,  where  I  saw  my  name  announced  in  the  playbills 
for  Richard  III.  as  I  passed  from  my  hotel  to  the  theatre.  Two 
young  girls  were  walking  up  and  down  the  stage,  apparently  wait- 
ing for  the  limitless  of  the  morning  to  begin.  One,  the  manager's 
daughter  was  a  common-looking  person;  the  other,  plainly  but 
neatlydrc6Scd,wasdislL;igiii>hr.ii!e  lor  a  peculiar  expression  of  intelli- 
gence and  sprightly  gentleness.  She  rehearsed  with  great  proprioty 
the  part  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  was  introduced  to  mo  by  the 
manager  as  my  Virginia  for  the  next  night's  play.  On  tho  follow- 
ing morning  she  came  an  hour  before  the  regular  summons  to  go 
through  the  scenes  of  Virginia  and  receive  my  instructions.  She 
was  dressed  in  a.  closely -lifting  tartan  frock,  which  showed  off  to 
advantage  the  perfect  symmetry  of  her  sylph  like  figure.  Just  de- 
veloping into  womanhood,  her  age  would  have  been  guessed  more, 
but  she  had  not,  quae  reached  fifteen.  She  might  have  been  Vir- 
ginia. The  beauty  of  her  face  wa.s  more  in  its  expression  than  in 
feature,  though  no  want  of  loveliness  was  there.  Her  rehearsals 
greatly  pleased  me,  her  acting  being  so  much  in  earnest.  There 
was  a  native  grace  in  her  deportment  and  every  movement,  and 
never  were  innocence  and  sensibility  more  sweetly  personified  than 
in  her  mild  look  and  speaking  eye-  streaming  with  unbidden  tears. 
I  soon  learned  her  little  history:  she  was  tho  support  of  her 
family,  and  was  the  same  little  girl  whom  J  had  rebuked  some 
years  before  for  supposed  iuottcniiouat  toe  i  lla-gow  Theatre.  My 
engagement  with  Tdr.  ltyder  was  for  three  weeks,  divided  between 
Iho  towns  of  Aberdeen,  .Montrose,  Dundee,  and  Perth;  and  as 
the  same  plays  wore  repeated  by  the  same  performers  my  oppor- 
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trinities  of  con  vets  at  ion  with  (.his  iuicrc5ljiisi"  creature  were  very 
frequent,  which  as  they  occurred,  I  grew  less  and  less  desirous  of 
avoiding.  Her  strung  good  sense  and  unaffected  warmth  of  feeling 
received  additional  charms  from  (lie  perfect  arllessness  with  which 
she  ventured  her  opinions.  The  iniorcst.  with  which  1.  regarded  her 
I  persuaded  myself  was  that  of  an  older  friend,  and  partook  of  a 
paternal  character.  Ail  the  advice  my  experience  could  give  her 
in  her  professional  studies  she  gratefully  accepicd  and  skilfully 
applied,  showing  an  aptness  for  improvement  that  increased  the 
partiality  she  had  awakened  in  me.  I  could  have  wished  that  one 
so  purely  minded  mid  so  na.tr.rahy  filled  had  been  placed  in  some 
other  walk  of  life;  but  all  that  might  he  in  my  power  for  her  adt 
vanccment  I  resolved  to  do.  On  the  last  night  of  my  en  gag  erne  ti- 
nt Perth  I  sent  for  her  into  my  room,  and  presenting  her  with  the 
handsomest  shawd  I  could  procure  in  Perth,  T.  bade  her  farewell, 
desiring  her,  if  at,  any  time  my  inihtenoe  or  aid  in  any  way  could 
servo  her,  to  apply  to  n:e  without  hesitation,  and  assuring  her  she 
might  rely  on  always  ii lifting  a  ready  friend  in  me.  As  I  gazed 
upon  her  innoeeut  face  beaming  villi  grateful  unites,  the  wish  was 
in  my  heart  that  her  public  career  might  expose  her  to  no  im- 
modest advances  to  disturb  the  serenity  or  sully  the  purity  of  her 
unspotted  mind.  My  way  lay  far  away  from  her,  but  her  image 
accompanied  me  in  my  .-otithwaid  journcv,  and  1  may  sa.v,  indeed 
never  alter  left  me. 

At  Lancaster  I  acted  two  nights,  reaching  Liverpool  in  good 
time  for  my  fortnight's  engagement,  3ty  early  arrival  allowed  me 
to  be  present  at  a  public  dinner  given  in  aid  of  the  Liverpool 
Theatrical  fund,  at  which  the  mayor,  (Sir  .1.  Tobiu,  presided.  To 
this  as  to  all  the  oilier  provincial  theatrical  funds  I  subscribed  my 
£10 ;  but  I  should  have  acted  more  vi.-ely  in  keeping  my  money  in 
my  pocket.  A  very  considerable  sum  was  accumulated  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  which  was.  unjustly  and  dishonestly  in  my 
opinion,  asamanii'es.t  diversion  from  the  purpose  of  the  endowment, 
divided  amongst  the  few  remaining  members  of  the  fund.  If  no 
legitimate  claimants  for  relief  were  loir,  it  ought  i.o  have  been 
transferred  to  some  oilier  similar  charity,  or  the  diiferent  contribu- 
tions returned  to  their  subscribers.  The  fortnight  at  Liverpool 
realised  for  me  a  handsome  sum,  though  my  plays  were  very 
indifferently  mounted.  The  'sweet  Virginia'  is  thus  depleted  in 
the-  beautiful  lines  of  Knowles : 

"I  know  not  whether  in  the  slate  at'  ~ir!!i(im' 
Or  womanhood  to  call  her.     '  Twist  the  two 
She  stands,  as  that  weia  loth  to  lose  her,  this 
To  win  her  most  impniicnt.     The  young  year, 
Trajii h line;  r.nJ  blushir.;;  'IwixL  I  lus  striving  ];b.-;-.i;.i 
Of  parlmg  S p i- i i-  -g  and  meeting  Summer,  seems 
lli:r  mil;,-  |>arallel." 
Hut  she  was  represented  in  Liverpool  by  a  lady  of  considerable 
talent  in  maternal  characters,   locking  quite  old  enough  to  have 
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been  the  mother  of  Yirginiiis.  These,  inappropriate  assumptions 
call  to  remembrance  the  old  player  who  complained  of  his  mana- 
ger's "cruelly"  in  superceding  l:iiu  in  I  lie  character  of  the  youthful 
George  Barnwell,  alter  he  had  successfully  acted  it  for  upwards 
of  fitly  years.  The  part  of  Lucius,  who  brings  to  Virginius  the 
tidings  of  the  horrible  outrage  on  liis  child,  was  entrusted  to  a 
Mr.  Cartlitcli,  whoso  deeply  comical  truuvdy  convulsed  the 
audience  with  laughter,  and  the  actors,  at  rehearsal  wove  scarcely  less 
amused  when  Mr.  Bass,  as  Jeilius  replied  to  tho  playful  question 
of  Virginias,  "I.Jo  yon  wait,  for  mo  to  lead  Virginia,  in,  or  will  you 
do  it?"  "  Whichever  you  please,  sir."  Xot withstanding,  the  houses 
were  very  good,  and  T  returned  to  London  for  my  fifth  Co  vent 
Garden  season,  set  up  in  funds,  and  wiili  cheering  onward  prospects. 

My  first  savings 'went  on  a  long  and  not  uninteresting  venture. 
One  of  the  brothers  of  a  Birmingham  family,  with  whom  in  early 
life  we  had  lived  in  close  intimacy,  was  making  preparations  for  a 
voyage  to  Van  Diemen's  land.  With  several  children,  a  second 
wife,  who  soon  added  largely  to  their  number,  and  what  amount 
of  money  ho  could  scrape  together  from  the  sale  of  a  heavily 
encumbered  estate,  lie  looked  ilie  luiuic  boldly  in  the  face  ;  but  by 
the  outlay  he  had  been  obliged  to  make  was  straitened  for  the 
small  sum  of  fliOO,  which  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  lending  him. 
His  career  was  one  of  continual  cresses,  against  all  of  which  he 
most  manfully  held  up.  He  was  cheated  by  the  person  en- 
trusted with  his  funds  tor  Hie  purchase  of  sheep  ;  was  kept  out  of 
his  grant  of  land  for  more  than  six.  years,  obtaining  it  at.  last  only  hy 
parliamentary  influence  -engaging  the  interference  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary:  his  ship,  which  lie  fitted  out  for  the  South  Sea  whale 
fishery,  was  wrecked  ;  and,  finally,  he  had  to  witness  the  total  de- 
struction by  fire  of  tho  -wooden  warehouse  he  had  built  for  the 
stowage  of  all  his  goods,  furniture,  and  implements— in  fact,  his 
entire  stock.  Bvcu  then  his  conslaney  did  not.  desert  him;  under 
the  pressure  of  manifold  ills  his  spirit  never  gave  way.  On  hearing 
of  this  last,  disaster  I  wrote  to  him  in  terms  of  condolence,  and  with 
the  acquittal  of  his  debt  to  mc.  But  resolutely  and  courageously 
he  continued  to  bear  np,  until  he  paid  off.  principal  and  interest, 
every  farthing  he  owed,  and,  dying,  left  an  excellent  fortune,  and 
a  name,  George  Meredith,  Unit  is  nit  honour  to  his  descendants. 
Such  a  man's  history  is  worth  a  record  as  a  enat  example  of  industry 
and  endurance. 

The  beginning  of  this  season  gave  repetitions  of  Ihe  characters 
of  tho  last — Virginius,  Henri  fiuatre,  Bob  Boy,  &c.  The  first  new 
ones  ordered  by  the  management  were  iaehimo  in  'Cvmbeliue' 
(October  18th,  1820),  and  Znnga  in  Br.  Young's  'Revenge.' 
Divided  between  the  two  1  made  little  impression  in  either.  In 
Zanga,  October  'Ust,  my  earnestness  kept  I  lie  audience  in  interested 
attention  though  the  first  four  aeis,  and  in  ihe  triumphant  exultation 
over  the  fallen  Alorizo  in  the  filth  the  enthusiasm  of  i.hc  house  was 
raised  to  a  very  high  pitch,  from  which  point  1  suddenly  and  most 
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nn accountably  sank  down  into  comparative  tameness,  and  the. 
curtain  fell  to  very  moderate  applause.  In  discussing  the  night's 
event  with  Tulfourd,  Wallace,  1'rocter,  n.ial  some,  oilier  friends,  at 
one  of  our  customary  and  very  agreeable  symposia — at  which 
pusha-cd  lobsters,  champagne-punch,  o.ui.1  lively  talk  prolonged  the 
pleasure  of  the  evening';  triumph,  or  cheered  r  I j ■  ■  gloom  of  defeat- 
it  was  a  subject  of  general  sui-p:-iso,  how  I  could  liave  suffered  a 
success  so  near  its  perfect,  achievement  to  flip  from  my  grasp ;  but 
of  the  fact  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  result  was  a  failure, 
I  perceived  my  CTror  when  too  late,  lamenting  the  neglected 
opportunity.  To  lucbimo  I  gave  no  prominence  ;  but  in  subse- 
quent years  I  entered  with  glowing  ardour  into  the  wanton 
mischief  of  the  dissolute,  crafty  Italian. 

The  reception  of  'Yirginius;  hud  brought  on  mo  a  great  increase 
of  upplicai ions  from  authors  to  read  their  MSS.,  a  task  which  was 
accepted  by  me  as  an  appropriate  and  positive  duty  pertaining  to 
my  position,  and  which,  ail ;eiu:dj  on^iofsiai:  much  lime  and  atten- 
tion, was  most  conscieni  iousiy  d^cbarged  by  me  to  the  very  end 
of  my  public  career.  It  had  its  compensations  to  balance  the 
discontent  and  hostility  which  sometimes  my  adverse  judgments' 
unwillingly  provoked.  One  instance,  was  singularly  curious.  A 
youth  who,  as  head  of  the  town  boys,  had  finished  with  credit  his 
term  at  Westminster  School,  was  desired  by  his  father  to  apply 
himself  to  mathematics.  Either  from  presumed  incapacity  or 
aversion  to  the  study,  be  peremptorily  refused,  and  his  father  as 
peremptorily  refused  to  make  him  any  allowance  to  go  to  the  "Uni- 
versity. In  this  exigency  he  set  about,  writ  in;:  a  play,  and  procured 
an  introduction  to  rue  irom  my  relative,  Captain  iiii-ch,  with  the 
request  that  I  would  read  it,  as  it-  was  his  sole  dependence.  In  my 
judgment  it  was,  with  some  elective  dramatic  situations,  a  very 
clever  schoolboy  production,  but  lil  tie  more.  I  pressed  on  him  the 
necessity  of  greater  care,  and  mure  force  in  the  language,  and  sug- 
gested alterations  which,  when  made,  tailing  to  satisfy  me,  I  en- 
deavoured to  dissuade  him  from  reliance  on  it.  liut  the  case  was 
a  desperate  one,  and  he  was  so  urgent  in  requesting  the  presentation 
of  his  MS.  to  Mr.  Ifarn's  that,  I  could  no  longer  resist,  his  entreaties, 
although  with  no  expectation  of  the  play',-,  acceptance.  To  my  great 
surprise  and  very  great  gral ilieiilion  Mr.  Harris  did  accept,  and, 
put  at  once  into  rehearsal,  it  was  produced  November  14th  under 
its  title  of  'Wallace,'  and  went  through  sixteen  representations  to 
well-tilled  houses  with  very  considerable  applause.  It  gave  Mr. 
Walker  the  means  ol'  keeping  bis  leerns  at:  Oxford,  where  betook  his 
degree,  support  iu.g  himself  f  hroajdi  his  college  course  by  his  dra- 
matic writings,  and  indeliied  to  his  own  industry  and  perseverance 
alone  for  this  important  step  in  life.  His  acknowledgments  were 
made  to  roc  in  the  dedication  of  his  play. 

To  the  interest  I  took  in  its  production  1  owed  the  acquaintance 
of  Major  Cartwright,  who,  as  a  stickier  for  Parliamentary  Keforrn, 
was  regarded  by  his  Tory  opponents  as  a  monster  unfit  for  Iranian 
society,   and,   for  mischief    and   malignity,   to     be    classed   with 
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"Scorpion  and  asp  and  amphisbama  dhc!"  The  venerable  old 
gentleman  was  of  most,  polished  maimers,  of  aim  nut.  child-like  gen- 
tleness, and  one  uf  the  mildest,  most  olnuhabte,  ami  philanthropic 
characters  that  cvr  dignified  humanby.  The  V.ofoi'm  Eill  of  1832 
went  very  far  beyond  his  utmost  dreams  of  popular  enfranchise- 
ment ;  but  democrat,  radical,  fanatic,  Jacobin,  wore  terms  too  good, 
and  an  action  at  law  too  gentle  a  correction  for  the  good  old  man. 
We  have  lived  in  an  age  of  change  :  hut  in  none  of  live  alterations 
brought  about  hy  the  wisdom  and  eloquence  of  our  leading  states- 
men has  the  improvement  of  our  social  condition  been  more 
distinctly  proved  than  in  tiie  tempered  tone  of  political  discussion. 
Opinion  is  no  loader  subject  to  legal  persecution.  With  the 
disappearance  of  bii.hoouths,  Wi'-nn  ('rollers,  Ac.,  the  conduct  of 
our  institutions  lias  been  liberalised.  Es-ofikio  proceedings  are 
become  a  dead  letter.  Whilst  at  issue  on  the  choice  of  means  for 
effecting  a  pnblic  benefit,  party  feeling  can  now  admit  sincerity  of 
conviction  and  honesty  of  purpose  in  opposite  opinions.  The  law 
of  progress  is  now  imivcr.-ally  accepted  as  God's  law,  and  the 
question  of  debate  is  only,  which  navy  ho  the  safer  way  of  carrying 
it  into  effect. 

The  Covent  Garden  managers  neglected  no  opportunity  of 
enlisting  recruits  that  might  bo  likely  to  add  strength  to  their 
corps,  and  with  this  view  entered  into  an  engagement  with  Mr. 
Vandenhoff,  who  hail  obtained  a  considerable  provincial  reputation. 
lie  made  his  debd  in  Tale's  version  of  ■King  Leaiy  December  0th, 
and  was  received  with  applause;  he  performed  afterwards  Sir 
Giles  Overreach  once,  Coriolanus  twice,  ami  Holla  once;  later  in 
the  season  he  appeared  in  a.  melodrama  that  was  acled  five  nights, 
after  which  he  retired  from  the  theatre. 

The  next  novelty  of  (lie  season  was  Harry  Cornwall's  '  Mimn- 
dola.'  Its  history  was  peculiar,  lie  begun  it  by  writing  the 
second  act,  the  dramatic  power  and  interest  of  which  made  mo 
urgent  with  him  to  piece  out  so  excellent  a  sample  into  a  perfect 
whole.  Ho  then  proceeded,  with  the  first.  The  catastrophe, 
similar  to  that  of  'Don  Carlos,'  'i'arisina,'  &e.,  was  already 
settled;  but,  on  the  intervening  scenes,  occupying  the  third, 
fourth,  and  part  of  (lie  filih  acts,  and  fonomg  liie  intrigue  of  the 
story,  he  could  not  satisfy  himself.  In  despair  ho  wished  me  to 
draw  out  a  plot  to  fill  up  this  extensive  chasm.  I  made  a  draft  of 
the  scenes,  acting  over  to  him  in  familiar  words  the  passion  of 
each.  There  were  certainly  many  grounds  of  objection  to  be 
taken  to  it,  but,  hemmed  in  between  two  points  of  a  story,  it  was 
no  easy  work  so  to  adjust  events  as  exactly  to  fill  up  a  given 
space.  He  wished  me  to  consult  Shell  on  it,  which  I  did,  and 
brought  him  bad;  Shell's  decisive  opinion  that  tho  dilemma  did 
not  admit  of  any  better  plan  of  extrication.  Favte  de  mieux  lie 
went  to  work  upon  it,  and,  as  they  were  struck  off,  scene  by  scene 
was  subjected  to  criticism  and  alteration  till  tho  whole  was  com- 
pleted. It  was  produced  January  i'Mii,  1821,  for  nine-  nights,  acted 
to  overflowing  houses,  and  Larry  Cornwall  received   £300  from 
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nights   of  its   rim  tin;  wind  was  taken   out  of  our  sails  by  the 

appearance  of  Hiss  Wilson  at.  Ih'itry  Lane  its  Mundane  in  'Ar- 
taxcrxes,'who  became  iln'  attraction  of  the-  town  for  twenty  nights 
from  the  report  of  Georgo  IV.  having  lioitvd  and  praised  the  new 
vocalist. 

About  this  timo  I  received  from  Mr.  Atkins,  the  father  of  the 
young  actress  who  hail  so  won  upon  my  favour  in  Scotland,  a 
request  that  I  would  recommend  his  daughter  to  some  respectable 
theatre  on  the  expiration  of  her  engagement  with  Mr.  Iiydcr.  I 
could  answer  for  her  kindly  treatment  nowdiere  so  securely  an  at 
Bristol,  and  on  my  recommendation  .-lie  with  her  family  was 
received  there,  where  she  continued  for  two  years  her  course  of 
improvement.  On  her  route  through  London  she  called  with  her 
father  to  thank  mo,  and  impressed  on  me  more  deeply  the  opinion 
I  had  formed  of  her  innocence  and  amiability. 

My  professional  career  was  now  no  longer  subject  1o  the  painful 
anxieties  which  each  new  attempt  had  formerly  cost  me.  I  was 
established  as  the  leading  Tragedian;  the  principal  character 
therefore  in  each  play  fell  to  me  as.  a  matter  of  course,  and  it  was 
sufficient  incentive  to  my  best  exertions  to  maintain  the  place  I 
had  won. 

An  alteration  of  Gibber's  adaptation  of '  Kins;  Kichard  III.'  had 
been  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Swift  of  the  Crown  Jewel  Office,  but 
varying  so  little  from  the  work  it  professed  to  reform,  that  1  was 
obliged  to  extend  the  restoration  of  Shakespeare's  text,  and  it  was 
submitted  (March  I2th,  ISlil)  to  the  public  ordeal.  The  experi- 
ment* was  partially  successful-  oniy  partially.  To  receive  full 
justice,  Shakespeare's  -J.ile  and  Death  of  Kin;:  Cichnrd  III.'  should 
be  given  itt  its  perfect  integrity,  whereby  alone  scope,  could  be 
afforded  to  the  active,  play  of  Milliard's  versatility  and  unscru- 
pulous persistency,  lint,  at.  the  time  of  which  I  write,  our  audiences 
were  accustomed  to  the  coarse  jests  and  <ul  mqihinxhtm  speeches  of 
+  From  the  limes,  March  ISth,  1821.— "At  a  period  when  Shakespeare  is 
reminded  aimu.it  with  i:<o!atry,  ;my  attempt  to  r.-.rue  the  original  test  of  his 
plays  from  the  onus-ken  -lad  ir.iorpolatiors  whieh  successive  ages  have 
accumulate!,  must  at.  leant  lie  viev.oi  wi::i  fnnair;  with  that,  Wilis;  we 
witnessed  last  ni'Jit  I  he  ri-pri.-.-.-iit . l-  i^.u  of  his  '  life  and  limit h  of  Khu;  llichaid 
III.,'  which  was  announce:!  t.o  lie,  with  n  few  noces...ary  deviations,  (lie  test  of 
the  author.  How  fur  this  mi'iht  have  laioti  iIhiihiI  by  the  public  an  improve- 
meat  on  Cibber's  alteration,  whieh  has  su  loir;  maintained  possession  of  the 
stage,  we  arc  n n ; 1 1  ■  L ■: ■  le  stute,  as  the  condition  h;;s  not  Leon  complied  with  by 

a  strict  adherent ilher  to  the  words  of  .Shakespeare  or  to  the  flrder  of  his 

scenes.  The  pcrlormiirce  of  last  aijht  was  merely  another  area  it  foment,  and 
certainly  inferior  in  drauiatie  e:il:i:i  to  that  of  Oibboj'.  .  .  .  The  only  scene  of 
much  value  was  that,  of  the  Council  am!  the  condemnation  of  Hastings. 
Maeieady  was  not  so  cno|  and  io.li  boreal  :is  he  soon  Id  have  Leon  in  his  previous 
conversation  iviiii  the  Council,  but  the  burst,  of  anger  on  baring  his  ami  was 
terrific.  His  liichar;!  is  a  peifoymaace  nf  ep'oat  merit,  and  would  be  still  mora 
complete,  if  he  always  roiaine  1  his  sell'-e  omnia  rat." 
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Cibber,  and  would  have  condemned  the  omission  of  such  nnoharao- 

1  eristic  claptraps  as 

"  Off  with  his  head  !  so  much  for  Buckingham  I " 
or  such  bombast  as 


Jn  deference  to  tlic  taste  of  the  limes,  tho  passages  as  "well  aa 
similar  ones  were  retained.  At  a  later  period,  if  die  management 
of  Covent  Garden  in  1837-0  liad  been  continued,  the  play,  with 
many  others,  would  have  been  prescnied  in  its  original  purity.* 

It  was  in  the  early  spring  of  Ibis  year  an  occurrence  took  place 
that  was  destined  to  darken  the  fortunes  of  this  once  flourishing 
theatre,  to  break  up  a  company  of  actors  and  actresses  that  pre- 
sented a  phalanx  of  tclenl  uncojtalled,  perhaps,  in  tiie  history  of  tho 
stage,  and  ultimately  to  reduce  this  splendid  property  to  a  state  of 
irredeemable  insolvency.  From  the  date  of  the  O.IJ.  riots  the  pro- 
prietors had  to  struggle  against  the  building  debt,  which  in  adverse 
seasons  pressed  heavily  upon  them.  By  dint  of  extraordinary 
exertions,  managerial  tact,  and  an  untiring  spirit  of  enterprise,  tho 
greater  part  of  this  was  now  paid  off;  and  there  was  every  reason 
to  believe  that  a  few  more  year.';  would  see  tho  property  disen- 
cumbered. But,  until  that  wished -tor  consummation,  each  partner 
was  personally  liable  to  the  creditors;  and  as  John  Kemble  from 
his  age  could  not  lool;  forward  to  derive  much  profit  from  its 
successes,  lie  was  enduring  a  responsibility  and  incurring  danger 
with  no  adequate  prospect  of  compensation.  He  therefore,  very 
discreetly,  came  from  Lausanne,  where  ho  was  residing,  and  by 
deed  of  gift  made  a  transfer  of  his  share,  one-fourth,  to  his  brother 
Charles,  to  whom  it  had  always  been  expected  he  would  bequeath 
it.  Some  newspapers  made  a  semi  of  i  lie  tratisa.c!  ion,  ending  with 
the  brothers"  lulling  into  each  ot.lnr's  arms  ;"  but  to  John  Kemble 
tho  surrender  was  virtually  a  release,  whilst  to  Charles,  who  had 
no  property  to  tempt  a  creditor's  legal  process,  it.  might  a  fibril  an 
opening  to  the  management  whereby  ho  might  gratify  his  ambi- 
tion in  acting  characters  to  which  he  had  hitherto  vainly  aspired. 
In  comedy  he  was  without  a  rival ;  in  tragedy  he  was  first-rate  in 
second-rate  parts,  but  never  could  be  content  with  his  position: 
with  the  universal  and  liberal   approbation  awarded  to  his  per- 

•From  the  Morning  Herald,  March  lith,  1821.— "We  shall  restrict  our- 
selves to  noticing  only  (.lie  one  j.r Ljl. -i [:■. iL  s.cne  nf.w  brought  for  the  first  time 
on  tho  stage — Shut  of  the  Conuril,  in  wliaiii  liichard  orders  out  Hustings  for 
immediate  death.  If.  aifonh-d  Hie  iH-jiluy  nl'  nne"im::on  [»wer.  Tho  artful 
vehemence  with  which  tho  acfoi*  ftunoed  I  ho  (loancil  ami  Use  accused,  tho 
]:ictnrcso,we  uTect,  and  reality  (if  «r.  [;;::.y  ;■:>  Nijai'--  ::)  ,:■['  illusion,  with  which 
lie  Laro.l  his  aim,  ss  tho  witness  el  his  w:"-:i-,  ari:i  the  maslr-rly  control  with 
which  he  governed  himself  in  the  very  whirlwind  of  dsrl.-miiirinn,  produced 
upon  the  aodii-noi!  one  of  those  electric  e;:.r:s,  which  arc  tut  rarely  witnessed, 
and  which  it  is  delightful  to  share  " 
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formance  of  Cassio  and  Macduff,  repining  at  the  cold  reception 
given  to  him  in  Macbeth  and  Othello.  It  was  on  this  occasion  T 
met  John  Kcmblo  at  dinner  at  Fawcett's.  Charles  Kemble,  Henry 
Harris,  Vernon,  theniunifieent  donor  of  the  ir.illcry,  and  Baldwin, 
the  brocchrs'-pocket  representative  forTolness,  made  up  the  party. 
John  Kemble  was  interesting  and  amusing  in  his  reminiscences  of 
Dr.  Johnson  and  some  other -worthies  of  his  early  days.  It  was 
the  last  time  I  ever  saw  him. 

lam  reminded  of  another  dinner  at,  which  I  met  some  memorable 
persons  this  year,  at  Hie  house  of  a  man  who  subsequently  ob- 
tained a  dreadful  notoriety  by  the  name  of  Wainwright,  He  was 
then  an  artist,  a  disciple  and  imitator  of  I'useli,  and  a  Uttcrutntr, 
living  in  handsome  rooms  in  Great  Marlborough  Street,  and 
supposed  to  posse ps  some  property.  At  his  table  were  liu/.litt,  Carey, 
the  translator  of  Dante — Procter,  1  think  -ami  some  other  literary 
men.  He  was  a  contributor  to  Scott's  '  Loudon  Magazine,'  under 
the  signature  of  Janus  Weathercock.  For  some  years  after  his 
disappearance  from  London,  fearful  suspicious  were  afloat  con- 
cerning him  on  account  of  the  mysterious  deaths  of  his  wife's  undo 
and  his  sister-in-law.  wlio.se  life  ivus  huivily  insured  in  many  of 
the  London  offices.  Ifc  had  taken  refuse  on  the  Continent,  where 
he  underwent  imprisonment  for  three  months  on  a  charge  of 
having  poison  in  his  possession  for  which  ho  could  not  give  a 
satisfactory  account.  It  was  full  twenty  years  after  my  brief 
acquaintance  with  him  in  London,  that  in  going  over  Newgate 
prison  with  my  friend  Dickens,  i  looked  through  an  eyelet-hole  in 
one  of  the  cells  where  were  four  prisoners,  and  to  my  surprise 
and,  I  may  say.  linrror,  iirmmg  them  disij'n^uMn-d  the  features  of 
this  wretched  Wain wright.  Having  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge 
of  forgery,  he  was  sentenced  to  transportation  and  sent  to  New 
South  Wales,  with  the  suspicion  of  several  murders  very  strong 
against  him.     lie  died  there  in  one  of  the  hospitals. 

There  were  some  cheeks  to  the  attractive  course  of  this  Covent 
Garden  season,  but  it  proved  a,  very  prosperous  one  at  its  close. 
In  o.iiu'.'aiHjK  that  was  cdlcd  ^hal;os|'ea>'e's  '  Tempest,'  with  songs 
interpolated  by  Jieynolds  among  the  mutilations  and  barbarous 
ingraflings  of  .Dry den  and  DavesipoiT.  and  sung  by  Miss  Stephens 
and  Miss  M.  'free,  I  had  to  art,  .May  l,~>th,  lSJ.1,  the  remnant  that 
was  left  of  the  character  of  Fiospero,  but  not  for  many  nbhts. 
The  tragic  play  of  'Damon  and  Pythias,"  written  originally  by 
Banim,  but  so  amended  and  added  to  by  Sheil  as  to  make  it  a 
joint  production,  was  accepted  by  Mr,  Harris,  and  acted  May  28th 
with  very  great  applause.  The  single  well-known  incident  on 
which  it  is  based  did  not  give  scope  for  the  development  of 
strong  individual  character,  though  there  were  in  it,  scenes  of 
thrilling  interest,  Charles  Kimble  acted  i'yihias  remarkably  well, 
and  to  myself,  Iran  the  effort  of  the  performance  of  Damon,  tho 
play  gave  additional  p'-pilanty.  If  Wi;s  d^dicati-d  to  me  by  tho 
authors,  and  I  had  every  reason  lobe  satisfied  with  its  production, 
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but  it  did  not  unfortunately  swell  the  treasury's  receipts,  and  ila 
run  was  in  consen,ni:nee.  iiniiied  to  seven  nights. 

And  now  came  on  out  of  the  most  searching  of  those  trials  in 
the  player's  life  that  lest  anil  stamp  his  (|ualilicaiions  as  the  pcr- 
sonator  of  distinctive  characters  ;  that  put  to  proof,  in  no  ordinary 
degree,  the  accuracy  of  his  perceptions,  the  correctness  of  his 
judgments,  his  penetration  into  the  innermost  depths  of  thought 
and  feeling,  anil,  withal,  his  powers  of  execution.  Hamlet  was 
announced  for  my  benefit  on  the  8  th  of  June,  1821.  Upon  this 
wonderful  creation  of  Shakespeare,,  in  which  the  language  is  so 
often  it  disguise  for  the  passion  beneath  it,  more  lias  been  written 
than  probably  on  any  other  character,  real  or  fictitious,  within  the 
whole  range  of  literature.  But  are  wo  indebted  to  the  poet's 
numerous  commentators  for  the  unravelling  what  seems  mys- 
terious in  it,  and  rendering  clear  what  might  he  obscure  in  the 
text;  or  are  we  not,  in  the  generality  of  his  orilies,  made  sensible 
of  the  vain  ambition  to  obtain  credit  for  critical  sagacity,  and  to 
gain  distinction  by  the  association  of  their  smaller  names  with 
the  great  one  of  the  author  ? 

"  Lotting  their  little  twfcs  attendant  sail, 
I'm-auu  the  ti'iuiuiils  ;ia;l  ]«rt,il(c  the  gulc." 

Of  most,  with  the  exception  of  Coleridge,  Tieck,  Goethe,  and 
Schlegel,  I  believe,  this  may  he  said.  To  illustrate  and  to  inter- 
pret the  poet's  thought,  is  the  player's  province,  and  conscientiously 
to  labour  to  this  end  is  the  only  ennobling  and  elevating  duty 
which  the  practice  of  Ids  art  delegates  to  him.  I  have  before 
observed  that  no  actor  possessed  of  moderate  advantages  of  person, 
occasional  animation,  and  some  knowledge  of  stage  business  can 
entirely  fail  in  the  part  of  Hamlet;  the  interest  of  the  story  and 
the  rapid  succession  of  si  a  riling  si  ma:  ions  growing  out  of  it  compel 
(he  attention  of  the  spectator,  and  irresistibly  engage  his  sym- 
pathy. Hut  to  make  the  tniinl  of  Hamlet  apparent,  to  render  his 
seeming  inconsistencies  reeoneilable  and  intelligible,  is  the  artist's 
study  ;  and  a  task  to  which  the  majority  of  players,  content  with 
the  applause  which  a  dexterous  employment  of  stage  trick  is 
certain  to  obtain,  rarely  aspire.  My  meditations  on  the  character 
continued  to  the  close  of  my  career,  and  I  will  defer  the  exposition 
of  my  views  upon  it  to  the  record  of  my  last  performance,  if  I  am 
permitted  to  complete  the  registry  of  my  life's  doings.  On  this 
occasion  the  theatre  was  crowded,  and  the  applause  throughout 
the  play  most  enthusiastic.  Tt  was  a  great  satisfaction  to  mo ;  and 
a  supper  given  at  Talfourd's.eiiaaibcrs  in  the  Temple  was  a  most 
agreeable  wind-up  to  an  eventful  day. 

The  approaching  coronation  of  George  IV.  19th  July,  1821,  for 
which  preparations  had  been  making  during  the  past  year,  occupied 
general'  attention,  tifty-eight  years  having  passed  since  a  similar 
show  had  been  exhibited.  Of  course  the  theatres  took  advantage 
of  it,  Covent  Garden  anticipating  its  pageantry  in  the  crowning  of 
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King  Henry  V.  in  Shakespeare's  historical  [day  of  tins  'Second  Part 
of  Kins  Henry  IV.,'  am!  KUiston  waiting  for  the  performance  of 
the  Fourth  George  in  Westminster  Abbey  in  order  in  present  as 
faithful  a  copy  of  if.  as  the  dimensions  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre- 
would  allow.  J n  Kin;;  Henry  IV.  the  part  of  the  King  was  sent 
tome.  John  Kernhle  had  revived  the  piny  in  1801,  hut  produced 
little  effect  in  the  dyim:  nolingnreke,  which  was  owing,  as  Harris 
informed  me,  to  his  being  "  too  sick ;:'  lie  was  "  only  partially  and 
imperfectly  heard."  Garrick  had  not  given  the  prominence  he  liad 
oxpected  to  tho  part;  and  for  these  reasons,  and  believing  the 
audience  would  be  impatient  for  the  show  with  which  tho  play 
was  to  end,  I  Legged  bard  to  be  excused  from  appearing  in  it.  Hut 
my  objections  were  set  aside,  and  very  properly  ;  it  was  necessary 
to  support  the  cast  with  1!io  whole  stn  ngth  of  the  company,  and 
I  could  not  be  left  out  of  the  leading  ira^ie  part.  To  every  line  in 
it  I  gave  the  most  deliberate  attention,  and  felt  (he  full  power  of  its 
pathos.  Tho  audience  bung  intently  on  every  word,  and  two 
distinct  rounds  of  applause  followed  the  ele.se  of  the  soliloquy  on 
sleep,  as  I  sank  down  upon  the  couch.  The  same  tribute  was 
evoked  by  the  line.  ''  Thy  wish  was  father,  Harry,  to  thai,  thought, '.'' 
— which,  I  may  say,  was  uttered  diiectly  from  the  heart.  The 
admission  of  the  perfect  success  of  the  performance  was  without 
dissent,  and  it  w;is  alter  being  present  at.  one.  of  its  representations 
that  Lord  Carlisle  wished  me  to  be  introduced  to  him.  He  had 
seen  and  remembered  Garrick  in.  the  part,  and  said  very  kind 
things  of  mo  in  reference  to  it.  He  presented  me  with  the  volume 
of  his  poems,  so  unmercifully  dealt  with  by  Lord  Byron;  wished 
me  to  see  his  Zoi!anys,  which  are  amongst  the  best,  specimens  ot 
the  artist ;  and  gave,  mo  a  very  pressing  iavil  alien  to  visit  him  in 
the  vacation  at  Castle  Howard.  The  revival  of  the  play  rewarded 
The  managers  with  houses  crowded  to  the  ceiling  for  many  nights, 
nor  was  this  attributable  to  the  pageant  only,  for  the  acting 
was  of  the  highest  order.  Fan-on  as  shallow,  Fmery  as  Silence, 
Blanchard  as 'Pistol,  Charles  Kemhks  as  the-  Prince  of  Wales, 
Mrs.  Davenport  as  "Dame  Quickly,  wore  admirable.  Fawcett  was 
the  best  Falstaff  then  upon  the  stage,  hut  ho  more  excelled  in 
other  characters. 

Mathews,  so  distinguished  for  his  powers  of  mimicry,  had  more 
than  once  expressed  his'iutention  of  adding  a  portrait  of  myself  to 
his  gallery  of  theatrical  notables,  ami,  onieriainit.g  a  high  opinion 
of  him  and  liking  him  very  much,  1  determined  to  present  him 
with  one.  Jackson  went  to  see,  rr.e  in  Henry  IV.,  the  character 
in  which  I  proposed  to  sit  to  him.  The  picture  had  made  consider- 
able progress,  when  Fawcett  called  with  nie  one  day  to  see  it.  On 
coming  out  from  Jackson's  studio,  he  exclaimed,  "  "Why,  William, 
you  must  not  give  that,  picture  away — Jackson  has  never  done 
anything  like  it!  "When  I  reported  this  to  Jackson,  his  quiet 
tins  wer  was,  "Well:  it  is  very  easy  in  painl  anulhcr;  you  would 
not  mind  paying  for  tiie  ground-colours  being  rubbed  in  by  another 
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Land,  would  yon  '.-"  My  iibicr-iinns  wore  vain  to  this  proposal  of  my 
most  liberal  friend.  His  pupil  made  a  rough  copy  of  the  picture, 
which  Jackson,  pulling  Hie  first.  <1l-;i['1  aside,  finished  at  once.  I  sent 
it  with  a  kind  note  to  Mathews,  from  whom  I  received  this  answer: 

"1)i-:ai[  M.icr.EAQY, — It  is  not  in  my  power  to  expi-flps  satisfactorily  i.'1 
myself  my  fillings  of  surprise  and  pleasure  on  this  reeeiot  of  your  sjjlnmli.l 
present,  and  the  jriv.tityin  ;  leii.cr  tl'.ai.  :.iv.~-mii:.i,ie  L  it.  The  value  of  the  one 
is  very  much  enhanced  by  the  other,  and  in  this  hurried  acknowledgment 
(for  Colonel  Winston  is  v.,itb.:;  \.hi:e  1  write,  as  1  understood  you  had  left 
England  early  yesterday  morning)  1  feid  unable  to  esprcss  as  I  ought  the 
iri'iitifieat.ion  1  feel  on  the  nnesjieeted  occasion  of  your  liberality  and  £fi-nt  living 
assurances  (if  friendship,  which  from  a  man  like  yourself  I  feel  particularly 
welcome  to  my  self-love.  The  picture  is  a  most  beautiful  wort  of  art,  and  a 
perfect  resemblance.  A  (Sarrick  was  removed  to  make  room  for  it  in  an 
hour  after  my  return  home  on  Saturday  evening.  It  was  seen  by  many 
persons  yesterday  aial  rmn.isally  ad  nil  ret.  It  is  as  great  en  ornament  to 
my  gallery  as  its  original  is  to  the  prof;!.-.:uii  and  sphere  he  moves  iu, 

"llelieve  that  y  li  have  much  ;;ra'[iied  me,  and  I  look  forward  on  my 
return  to  l!a';l:in  I  with  i'reai  sati.-fao^un  to  the  n.-.airani.^  van  have  ^iveu  me 
that  I  may  hare  mere  0},|:nr; ;  an  ties  li.au  hitlnalu  of  laei'ear.ing  that  friendship 

"  Believe  me,  dear  .Maeieady,  viay  «:atefally  and  sincerely  yours, 
"  Hiqiigate  Hill,  July  1st."  "  C'  Matdewi. 

The  original  painting  was  not  replaced  on  the  ensel  until  late  in 
the  year,  when  it  was  finished  and  exhibited  at  the  British 
Gallery,  Pall  Mall,  where  it  was  pronounced  a,  speeimenof  colour- 
in;';  equal  to  the  best  ol'ilio  rietuish  schrnil.* 

It  was  in  the  month  of  May  in  this  year  that  the  first  number 
of  a  theatrical  periodical  entitled  the  'Dramatic  Enquirer'  or 
'  Examiner  '—I  forget  the  exact  narao  it  bore— was  sent  to  mo  with 
"the  Editor's  compliments.''  'flic  frontispiece  was  a  portrait  of 
myself  in  the  character  of  Henri  Qiiatro.  The  face  had  been 
copied  from  ,Jaekson's  drawing  of  Virginias,  hut  the  hair  was 
turned  back  on  the  head,  and  armour  on  the  chest  and  shoulders 
was  substituted  for  the  folds  of  the  Koman  drapery.  The  leading 
article  was  a  biographical  sketch  of  myself,  exceedingly  compli- 
mentary on  my  recent:  successes,  but  the  utter  amazement  I  felt  in 
reading  a  romantic  story,  circumstantially,  detailed,  of  my  rescue 
of  a  child  from  the  flames  of  a  burning  house  in  Birmingham,  may 
be  well  imagined.  I  retraced  the  past  events  of  my  hustling  tile, 
but  among  them  there  was  nothing  to  support  or  justify  this 
extraordinary  invention.  Fearful  of  its  being  supposed  that  I  had 
in  any  degree  participated  in  giving  currency  to  such  a  fiction,  I 
called  next  morning  at  the  office  of  the  publication  in  Catherine 

*  Jackson's  portrait,  of  .Vacta'ady  in  the  character  of  Henry  IV.  will  ulti- 
mately, under  his  bequest,  be  placed  in  the  National  Porirait  Gallery,  as  also 
will  the  marble  bu,:.  uf  him  by  i'.eoius.  T::e  duplicate  of  sin;  pin- '.rait,  givei 
to  -Mai i' ens.  is  in  I  lie  c.ollea:ieii  of  I  lie  liaiaiok  Club. — Ed. 


w«  Google 


-i,^,^.^^^" 


Hcs^d  by  GOOgk 


Hom*  Google 


1821.  Story  of  the  Child  Saved  front  Fire.  175 

Street,  Strand,  l-eipie^t  lug-  to  sec  (lie  I'dilor.  .lie  was  "not  wit  bin, 
"but  any  message-  1  might,  have  for  him,"  (lie  Ionian,  a  respectable- 
looking  person  wlio  had  charge  of  the  office,  assured  mo  she  would 
"punctually  convoy."  Accordingly,  referring  to  I  he  article  in  the 
magazine,  I  begged  hoi'  to  inform  I  ho  Editor  tiiat  no  such  cir- 
cumstance as  tli at  related  of  the  (lie  had  over  occurred,  and  that 
it  was  my  particular  request  ho  would  in  his  next  number  give  a 
direct  contradiction  to  llic  statement.  She  promised  faithfully  to 
repeat  my  words;  hut  at  the-  sums;  time  stated  her  conviction  that 
the  Editor  had  received  the  account  from  what  lie  considered  'un- 
questionable authority,"  T  was  earnest  in  repeating  my  denial 
and  my  hope  that  the-  re\t  number  would  set  the  Inith  before  llie 

Suhlic.  I  hoard  no  more  of  the  public-fit  ion.  ami  fancy  it  must  have 
ied  in  its  birth  from  the  paucity  of  its  readers :  but  not  so  the 
story  it  had  promulgated,  as  the  sequel  will  show. 

The  attraction  of  the  coronation  in  'Henry  IV.' was  so  great 
tliat  Covent  Garden  Theatre  was  kept  open  beyond  the  usual 
period  of  its  season — to  my  loss,  having  very  lucrative  countiy 
engagements  in  prospect;  some  T  was  prevented  from  fulfilling 
and  obliged  to  relinquish.  Being  announced  to  appear  at  Birming- 
ham on  Monday,  July  30th,  J.yi'1,  I  was  greatly  embarrassed  by 
the  continuance  of  my  namo  in  the  Covent.  Garden  playbill  for 
King  Henry  IV.  on  the  same  evening.  I  had  no  alternative  but  to 
set  off,  after  acting  at  Oovi-nt  Gut-den  on  Saturday,  and  travel  all 
night  (there  were  no  railways  m- ti  legrams  then)  to  see  Mr.  Jivain, 
the  Birmingham  manager,  on  the  Sunday,  and  explain  to  him  the 
dilemma  in  which  I  was  placed.  "It  was  thereon  decided  that  my 
appearance  at  Birmingham  should  be  deferred  to  the  Wednesday, 
and  lie  went  hack  with  me  in  my  carriage  to  London,  travelling 
again  through  the  night;  all  was  amicably  sctlled.  I  acted  in 
London  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  by  another  night  journey 
was  able  to  begin  a  very  profitable  fortnight's  engagement  at 
Birmingham  on  the  next  day,  Wednesday,  in  I  he  part  of  Yirgiuius, 
From  thence  to  Nottingham;  on  to  Derby,  to  Cheltenham,  Halifax, 
and  Liverpool,  win.- re  1  remained  Hove  weeks,  putting  money  in 
my  purse,  and  in  all  tile  high  spirits  of  In  -alt h  and.  youth,  enjoying 
the  prosperity  of  my  career.  This  brought  me  up  to  the  udddlo 
of  September,  when  1  had  set  a  pari  a  fortnight  for  the  enjoyment 
of  a  holiday  after  my  hard  work,  and  another  gaze  upon  that  lovely 
and  grand  Highland  scenery  which  had  so  impressed  its  pictures 
on  my  memory,  and  which  I  can  even  now  with  pleasure  call  up 
before  me.  My  young  friend  Walker,  who  had  aeeeptod  aninvita- 
lion  to  accompany  me  in  my  short  Highland  tour,  met  me  at 
Liverpool,  and  we  proceeded  together  to  Glasgow;  1  spent  a 
couple  of  days  there  with  jny  friends,  Knowles  and  John  Tait,  and 
milting  business  with  pleasure,  cnieivd  into  an  agreement  with 
the  managers  of  the  theatre  to  act  there  two  nights  on  my  return 
Jfrom  Argyloshire.  My  intention  had  been  to  visit  Stafia  and 
Icolmkill ;  but  this  the  stormy  state  of  the  weather  prevented.    Ho 
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took  with  us  the  oldest  son  of  Knowles,  a  fine  lad  of  twelve  years  of 
age,  since  dead  in  India.  "Wo  made  our  way  down  the  Clyde  to 
JJu.oil.iart.oiii.oid  Loci i  Lomond, and  up  the  lake  as  tar asTarbcrt, from 
whence  round  tho  head  of  Loch  Long,  we  ascended  tlic  wild  pass 
of  Glencroe,  which  brought  ns  down  to  Cairndow  on  the  shores  of 
Loch  Fine.  Crossing  tin:-  Lake  to  Inverara,  wc  were  here  provided 
with  a  very  stylish  tilbury  and  good  saddle-horse,  sent  forward 
from  Glasgow  to  meet  us.  Alternating  the  drive  and  ride,  we 
spent  ten  very  pleasant  days  in  ii.  hurried  tour  by  Dalmally  on 
Loch  Awe,  Tyndnim,  Loch  V.avu  Head,  Callander,  Loch  Katrine, 
Port  Mentcith,  Stirling,  and  back  to  Glasgow.  But  for  the  perfect 
enjoyment  of  romantic  scenery  the  tourist  must  be  content  to 
rough  it  in  his  daily  wall;  of  20  or  30  miles  with  his  knapsack  at 
his  back;  his  "  foot  must,  hi-  like  arrow  free,"  that  in  his  .struggles 
upwards  lo  the  mountain's  top,  and  in  his  extensive  survey  of  tho 
world  of  beauty  stretched  around  and  far  below  him,  the  excite- 
ment of  his  spirits  as  they  drink  in  the  spectacle  may  make  him 
conscious  of  pleasure  in  the  mere  feeling  of  existence.  Horses 
and  carriage  may  be  l.e  some  a  luxury,  but  to  the  lover  of  nature 
they  become  in  such,  scenes  a  positive  encumbrance.  I  experienced 
the  truth  of  this  in  contrasting  with  my  furmor  pedestrian  ramble, 
the  gayer  turn-ont  on  this  occasion.  At  Glasgow  T  recommenced 
to  well-filled  houses  my  ''starring"  course,  pursuing  it  through 
Carlisle,  "Richmond  in  Yorkshire,  Scarborough,  and  Whitby,  in- 
dulging in  those  places  my  appetite  for  the  picturesque  and  beau- 
tiful in  the  noble  ruins  and  striking  scenery  that  give  interest  to 
them,  whilst  with  every  change  of  billet  my  banker's  account  was 
steadily  improving,  to  winch  tlic  theatres  of  Leicester,  Nottingham, 
am!  Manchester  very  liberally  also  contributed. 

But  the  time  had  arrived  when  I  could  no  longer  delay  giving  a 
direct  answer  to  the  overtures  oi"  Mr.  Harris.  31  y  first  Covent  Gar- 
den engagement,  of  five  years  expired  with  the  last  season,  and  he 
was  anxious  to  secure  my  services  for  a  similar  term.  Young  was 
re-engaged,  therefore  a.  por;enal  conference  with  the  manager  seemed 
to  me  necessary  to  perfect  the  understanding  between  us,  and 
accordingly  I  hurried  up  to  London  and  met  him  wi(h3Ir.  Reynolds. 
He  was  frank  and  friendly,  and  very  few  words  were  needed  to 
make  our  compact  mutually  satisfactory.  I  required  the  highest 
salary  given  in  the  theatre,  to  which  he  admiitcd  f  was  entitled,  and 
"  should  have  it."  In  a  brief  conversation  bo  explained  to  me  the 
cause  of  the  maximum  salary  being  reduced  from  £2o  per  week  to 
£20,  "at  which  both  Young  and  .Miss  Stephens  were  then  engaged  ;" 
and  in  signing  my  agreement,  at  Clo  pi  r  week  tor  live  years,  he 
pledged  Lis  word  under  witness  nOVr.  .Reynolds,  that  "  if  any  regular 
performer  in  the  theatre  should  receive  more  than  that  sum,  my 
payment  should  be  immediately  raised  to  the  same  amount."  This 
ill-advised  measure  of  linking  together  a  written  and  a  verbal  con- 
tract was  in  the  issue  fraught  with  consequences  of  a  very  distressing 
nature :  but   the   signatures   wero    affixed,    and   being   under   an 
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engagement  to  net  fix  nights  with  my  frh  ud  'Sir.  ^fanscl  at  Hull,  it 
was arranged  thnt  I  should  appear  at  (.'event  Garden  in  'Virginius' 
on  Monday,  November  26th,  1821. 

I  now  took  the  upper  part  of  a  house  in  Homers  Slrcct,  No,  (17, 
and  entered  on  my  second  Co  vent  Garden  engagement.  Great  was 
the  difference  in  my  circumstances  and  po-ition  Irom  my  entrance 
on  the  first.  I  had  now  invested  some  liltlo  sum?,  and  could  count 
many  and  ardent  friends  where  then  I  had  scarcely  an  acquaintance. 
The  doubt  and  apprehension  under  which  I  ventured  on  each 
primary  essay  were  now  succeeded  by  confidence  in  the  just  or 
indulgent  appreciation  of  my  audience,  win  never  by  diligence  and 
resolute  endeavour  1"  might  make  myself  master  of  the  subjects  of 
my  study  ;  J  shared  with  Young  tho  station  of  lending  tragedian,  and 
in  all  respects  we  stood  on  a  perfect  equality.  Put  it  was  so  much 
the  more  imperatively  ncces-ary  that  no  oll'ort  towards  continued 
improvement  should  be  relaxed,  and  with  this'  renewed  deter- 
mination I  awaited  the  events  of  time.  There  was  little  of 
theatrical  interest  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  at.  either  theatre. 
Kean  at  Drury  I.aue  made  trial  of  several  characters :  one  in  a  new 
tragedy  called  '  Owen,  i'rince  of  Powyv  written.  1  believe,  by  Miss 
Jane  Porter— a  sad  failure;  others  in  old  stock  plays,  productive  of 
little  effect ;  but  in  the  revival  of  Joanna  Hail  lie's  '  lie  Montfort,' 
with  alterations  by  the  authoress,  lie  shone  out  in  the  full  splendour 
of  his  genius.  The  play  was,  however,  with  all  its  great  merit,  too 
heavy  and  gloomy  to  he  attractive,  and  its  early  withdrawal  de- 
prived me  of  the  sal  isfaction  of  witnessing  a  performance  which 
was  spoken  of  as  singularly  triumphant.  At.  (. 'event  Garden  tho 
dramatic  romance  of  the  'Exile,'  in  which  Young  gave  unusual 
prominence  tot  lie  part  of  j!arau,  was  brought  out  with  the  pageant 
of  a  coronation,  and  had  a  very  long  run.  My  appearances  wore 
in  consequence  infrequent,  and  limited  to  characters  with  which 
the.  town  was  familiar. 
JInthe  course  of  the  two  past  seasons  I  had  made,  several  excursions 
io  my  father's  theatre  at  Hristol,  where  crowded  houses  almost 
invariably  welcomed  me.  These  visits  brought  more  particularly 
Tinder  my  notice  the  young  actress  Mi--s  Atkins,  who  had  so  won 
npon  my  interest.  In  her  anall'eeted  pathos  and  ^prightliness  I  had 
seen  the  germ  of  very  rare  talent,  ami  was  anxious!  its  development 
should  not  be  marred  by  any  premature  attempt.  The  counsel 
which,  in  conseiiui.-ni'e,  J.  sought  io  impress  on  her  led  to  frequent 
conversations,  ami  event iirslly  io  corre-poiLdejtee,  which  I  tried  to 
make  instrumental  to  the  advancement  of  her  education,  and  then 
it  was,  in  my  own  case  as  no  doubt  in  hers,  that  "love  approached 
mo  under  friendship's  name."  although  ustispeetcd  and  unconfessed 
in  either  of  us. 

It  was  in  this  season  that,  at  Charles  Kemble's  instigation, 
exceptions  to  the  management  of  Mr.  Harris  were  taken  by  the 
other  proprietors,  and  hostilities  aroused  that  led  in  the  sequel  to 
tho  ruin  of  the  property.    The  grave  has  closed  over  all  the  parties 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


178  Macreafh's  It':i;ii.<iig<v-,iccs.  Chap.  XIV. 

at  issue  in  tlie  conflict,  and  T  have  no  wish  to  touch  on  any  of  tho 
accusations  retorted  between  them  beyond  what  may  lie  necessary 
to  oxplain  tho  embarrassing  piit-itimi  in  wbieh  th.-ir  i  lis  [rate  placed 
me.  The  main  facts  ai'o  these:— Charles  Kemble,  now  a  co-pro- 
prietor, was  desirous  of  obtaining  [,way  hi  the  management,  to  which 
Mr.  Harris,  the  owner  of  onediaif  and  a  fraction  of  1he  concern, 
refused  to  assent.  The  threat  of  a  suit  in  Chancery  was  so  far 
effectual  in  bringing  the  parties  to  tortus  o! settlement  that  a  lease 
between  them  was  decided  on.  The  malcontents— Charles  Kemhle, 
Willet,  Captain  Forbes,  li.N.,  and  the  representatives  of  Mrs. 
Martindale — proposed  to  take  it.  Mr.  Harris  demanded  a  rent  of 
£12,500  per  annum  for  seven  years.  Upon  tlio  rejection  of  these 
terms  Mr.  Harris  offered  to  take  the  theatre  upon  the  same  terms. 
This  was  not  the  object  of  the  dissenting  parly,  the  management 
of  the  establishment  was  what  they  aimed  at;  and,  accordingly 
declining  the  tender  of  Mr.  Harris,  they  consented  to  become  the 
lessees  of  Covent  Garden  Theatre  at  the  annual  rent  of  £12,500  for 
a  term  of  seven  years.  Unluckily  for  Mr.  Harris,  upon  their  sig- 
natures to  an  agreement  to  sign  the  same  lease,  he  gave  them 
possession,  instead  of  wailing  for  the  complete  execution  of  the 
legal  document.  The  transfer  was  so  far  efl'eoted  that  tho  com- 
mit lee,  as  these  lessees  were  now  styled,  enfered  officially  on  the 
new  premises  and  on  their  new  office,  utterly  and,  unhappily, 
ignorant  of  the  business  they  had  taken  in  hand.  One  of  the  first 
duties  incumbent  on  them  in  taking  oflice  was  to  acknowledge  and 
guarantee  tho  performers' engagements.  Ah  a  stipulation,  verbally 
given,  made  an  important  part  of  .mine,  Charles  Kemhle  wished 
to  have  from  Mr.  Harris  his  confirmation  of  my  statement,  and 
with  my  ready  cement  the  point  was  io  remain  in  abeyance  until 
it  could  he  submitted  to  and  acknowledged  by  him.  The  com- 
mittee was  not  ostensibly  "the  management. :"  Charles  Kemble  as 
"acting  manager  "being"' viceroy  over  them,"  and  h'awcett,  whoso 
alleged  incompetency  bad  been  one  of  their  main  grounds  of  com- 
plaint, was  retained  In  his  office  of  "  stage  manager  '■'  and  invested 
with  more  power  than  before.  'The  appearance  of  Charles  Kemhle 
in  the 'School  tor  Scandal'  late  in  March  was  the  only  notification 
of  any  change  having  taken  place. 

The  season  dragged  its  slow  length  along,  hut  received  an  impetus 
from  the  performance  of  'Julius  Cossar,'  Young  acting  Erutus; 
myself,  Cassias;  Charles  Kemble,  Mark  Antony;  and  Fawcctt, 
Casca,  The  receipt  of  the  first,  night  exceeded,  it  was  said,  £G00, 
and  the  house  was  crowded  to  its  several  repetitions.  On  (his 
occasion  I  entered  con.  umore  into  the  study  of  the  character  of 
Cassius,  identifying  myself  with  the  eager  ambition,  tho  keen  pene- 
tration, and  the  restless  envy  of  the  determined  conspirator,  which, 
from  that  lime,  T  made  one  of"  my  most  real  personations. 

A  very  bad  play  by  George  Colman,  called '  The  Law  of  Java,' 
in  which  Young,  Listen,  I'av.eitt,  Jones,  Miss  M.  Tree,  and  Miss 
Stephens  had  parts,  was  not  calculated  to  raise  the   spirits  of  Ihe 
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lessees.  It  was  a  complete  failure,  and  determined  them  on 
closing  the  theatre  a  fortnight  earlier  than  usual:  tho  benefits 
were  accordingly  brought  on  without  delay.  Young  took  King 
John,  in  which  I  acted  Unhurt  for  him.  lie  was  must  earnest  in 
his  acknowledgments  to  me,  not  only  for  acting  the  part,  but  for 
tho  manner  in  which,  in  his  great  scene,  I  placed  myself  upon  the 
stage  to  give  prominence  to  his  effects.  'Othello'  1  chose  for  my 
benefit,  Young  volunteering  himself  for  lago,  or  anything  else; 
as  he  said,  "  Whatever  1  might  wish  him  to  do  1  had  but  to  namo 
It."  Our  rivalry  was  always  maintained  on  the  most  gentlemanly 
footing.  My  house  was  great,  and  my  improved  representation  of 
the  Moor*  strengthened  my  hold  on  public  opinion. 

My  summer  va.ea!  ion  T  desired  to  spend  in  a  tour  through  Italy, 
hoping  to  find  suggestions  in  my  own  art  from  the  contemplation 
of  the  great  works  of  sculpture  and  painting  which  I  could  only 
see  there.  I  sot  to  work  intently  on  the  hino-ua^e,  which  I  did  not 
consider  difficult.  M'y  friend  Fawcett  went  with  me  to  Hansom's 
ISank,  where  I  procured  my  letters  of  credit,  and  where  I  was 
introduced  to  Douglas  Kinnainl,  who  in  tlie  kindest  manner  gave 
me  letters  to  his  brother  Lord  Kinnn.ird  at  Naples,  and  to  Lord 
Byron,  then  at  Pisa. 


CQAPTEKXV. 

1822. — Continental  torn-— Paris     Mars,  Potior,  Dueho-nois,  Talma,  Lafond  at 

the  Theatre  Francai.s  I'ljoii -- GoueYa-.-I.auKiiini'— Villcnouvo-.St.  Maurice 
■  -The  Sijiiiil™  I. ago  M;i '_-■_■]■.■  i-i'  Milan  I™  Crown  at  Monza— Verona — ■ 
Tomb  of  Julio!  Vioioi/.a  -I'm! an  — A  1-411:1  -  Pain;':;]  yV. gri :;:;; .;.j  I11  the  shrine 
of  Petrarch — Venice  -  An  Kalian  actor — Bologna. 

With  the  best  travelling  companions,  youth  and  good  spirits,  and 
tho  enlivening  anticipations  of  a  world  of  liesmly  before  me,  I 
set  out  on  my  .journey.  At  Paris  I  quartered  at  the  Hotel  du 
Prince  Pegenl,  L'nc  Sis1.  Hyaclnthe,  a.  small  street  oft' the  Itue  St. 
Honore,  where  I  found  a  quiet  and  moderate  table  d'hSte,  and  all 

*  From  the  T.m,:s,  Ma;/  2'Jth,  1822.— "Mr.  Macready  last  night  per- 
formed  Othello-  lor  his  benolit,  aa  undertaking  of  no  Email  peril,  while  the 
esfollcnr.o  of  Mi\  Kean  in  tho  ohaiaoior  is  fiv-h  in  the  public  mind.  Mr. 
Maoreaily,  however,  without  any  imitation  of  Mr.  Kean,  and  without  disturbing 
the  noble  impressions  which  hi;  has  left,  on  our  memory,  succeeded  ia  giving 
a  representation  of  tho  11.1  ft,  abound  iag  with  individual  traits  of  srandeui  an-.l 
of  beauty,  and  forming  altogether  a  noi.ist.erit.  an:!  harmonious  whole." 

From't/ic  Mi,-;d:,/ ' llerok,  M-n  2\'l\  )&rl.—"  Corait  fja,\kn  TU>'lrc— 
'Othello'  was  per  fir  me.  I  a.t.  'hi.;  theatre  last,  night,  lor  the  beaetit  of  Mr. 
Macready.  If  it  were  possible  that  Mr.  M;n-re:aiy  could  add  any  new  claim 
to  publio  favour,  it  certainly  would  be  his  per  tin  ma  nee  of  Othello  last  night. 
He  called  forth  all  his  powers,  sin  J  awsl  successfully,  tc  personate  the  unhappy 
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necessary  aids  towards  aoipiahiling  niyself  with  llio  lions  of  the 

French  capital,  of  which  the  Louvre  was  my  principal  attraction, 
part  of  almost  every  morning  being  spent  in  the  study  of  its 
splendid  galleries.  Talma  was  ill,  and  expressed  his  regret  at 
being  prevented  from  seeing  me.  1  visited  of  course  the  theatres, 
and  at  the  Erav.onis  witnessed  with  delight  the  performances  of 
the  charming  Mdlie.  Mars.  Iter  voice  was  music,  and  the  words 
issuing  from  her  lips  suggested  ro  the  1  i^i  t.-a.-r  the  id  ear  distinctness 
of  a  beautiful  type  upon  a  rich  vellum  page.  It  was  a  luxury  to 
the  ear  to  drink  in  the  '■  dulcet,  and  harmonious  breath"  that  Iter 
utterance  of  the  poet  gave  forth.  Nor  was  her  voice  her  only 
charm:  in  person  she  was  most  lovely,  and  in  grace  and  elegance 
of  deportment  and  action  unapproaehed  by  any  of  her  contem- 
poraries. Potior  was  tlie  favourite  comedian  of  the  day,  and  in 
genuine  humour  was  unrivalled  either  on  the  French  or  English 
stage.  Mdlle.  iJuchesnois  and  Lafond,  in  Voltaire's  tragedy  of 
'  Ab.inc,' furnished  the  best  examples  of  the  declamatory  (style  of 
the  French  school  of  acting  :  but  the  genius  of  Talma  (whom  I  saw 
at  a  subsequent  period)  rose  above  all  the  conventionality  of 
schools.  Every  turn  and  movement  as  he  trod  the  stage  might 
have  given  a  model  for  I  lie  sculpt  or's  art,  and  yet,  all  was  effected 
with  such  apparent  alienee  of  preparation  as  made  him  seem 
utterly  unconscious  of  the  diguiikd  ain.l  graceful  attitudes  he 
presented,  ills  voice  was  flexible  ami  powerful,  and  his  delivery 
articulate  to  the  hue.st  point  without  a  trace  of  pedantry.  There 
was  an  ease  and  freedom,  whether  in  familiar  colloquy,  in  lofty 
declamation,  or  burst  of  passion,  that  gave;  an  air  of  unproniedita- 
tion  to  every  sentence,  one  of  the  highest  achievements  of  the 
histrionic  art,  ft  is  a  custom  with  many  actors  purposely  to  reach 
their  dressing-rooms  in  just,  sufficient  lime  to  go  on  the  stage,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  nervousness  which  wailing  for  their  entrance 
occasions.  Jiut  Talma  would  dress  some  time  before,  and  make 
the  peculiarities  of  his  costume  familiar  to  him  ;  at  the  same  time 
that  lie  thereby  possessed  himself  more  with  iiio  feeling  of  his  cha- 
racter. I  thought  the  practice  so  good,  that  1  frequently  adopted 
it,  and  derived  great  benefit  from  it.  His  object  was  not  to  dazzle 
or  surprise  by  isolated  effects  :  the  character  was  his  aim ;  he  put 
on  the  man,  and  was  attentive  to  every  minutest  trait  that  might 
distinguish  him.  To  my  judgment  he  was  the  most  finished 
artist  of  his  time,  not  below  Kcan  iu  his  most,  energetic  displays, 
and  far  above  him  in  the  refinement  of  his  taste  and  extent  of  his 
research,  equalling  Kemldo  iu  dignity,  unfettered  by  his  stiffness 
and  formality. 

But  with  Italy  before  me,  I  grudged  each  day  (hat  detained  me 

hiisbnivl,  siH]H'<:ii:i^  but.  yet.  '  ?!  r..ii;ii'  loving.'  It  would  In?  diiTicult  to  f elect- 
any  part  (it'  the  ]ii'i'fin-iii;i[Lr-;  in  whieli  Mr.  M;iere:.dy  r-xceiled,  with  such 
ability  iiint  such  a  :ti''.  cenreptjen  did  he  snsfniii  (tie  whuk'.  which  iiv-pi^iilU' 
cattail  fe-rth  the  loudest  nppJa::^.:  from  the  audience." 
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in  Paris.     In  (lie  coupe"  of  the  diligence,  with  my  Italian  grammar 

and  books  in  my  r'.t.i.t,  s<<e,  at  which  I  was  constantly  working1,  I 
made  my  way  to  J>ijon,and  from  thence  over  the  Jura  towards 
Geneva.  To  one  of  an  enthusiastic  temperament  keenly  alive  to 
tbe  sublimity  ami  beauty  of  the  varying  scenes  that  rise  in  quick 
succession  to  the  view  throughout  Ibis  picturesque  route,  this 
journey  must  be  one  of  rapture.  Few  incidents  occurred  to  hreak  in 
on  my  enjoyment  of  it.  Some  posts  before  reaching  Dijon,  T  was 
startled  about  midnight  out  of  my  .short  deep  by  (lie  postillion 
lasbinghis  team  — live-  horses— into  a  furious  gallop  down  a  short 
:vnd  rapid  descent  of  the  road,  and  urging  their  speed  upward  on 
the  opposite  steep  acclivity.  It  seeios  lie  bad  observed  in  the 
moonlight  against  the  horizon  tbe  figures  of  two  men  waiting  our 
approach.  One  rushed  at  the  leaders,  the  other  endeavoured  to 
lay  bold  of  the  wheeler's  reins:  tbe  first  encountered  the  full  shock 
of  tbe  galloping  horse,  which  sent  him  sprawling  on  the  side  of  the 
road,  stretched  out  on  his  back  like  a  spread  eagle;  the  other 
followed  the  carriage  shouting  lor  some  little  distance,  but  soon 
gave  up  the  pursuit,  1  inquired  of  my  companion  in  the  coupe 
what  was  the  matter,  and  was  not.  a  little  surprised  at  his  brief 
answer,"  Monsieur,  les  volcurs  !  "  a  most  extraordinary  attempt  of 
two  men,  apparently  armed  only  with  bludgeons,  upon  a  diligence 
loaded  with  passengers. 

At  Dijon,  where  1  spent  great,  part  of  a  day  in  visiting  the 
museum,  the  cathedral,  and  other  churches,  wis  changed  our 
ponderous  diligence  for  a  lighter  but  not  swifter  vehicle  drawn  by 
three  horses.  The  driver,  whose-  short  whip  could  only  reach  the 
haunches  of  the  wheelers,  at  every  ascent,  in  the  read  dismounted 
to  till  his  pockets  with  stones  to  pelt  the  leader  of  his  unicorn 
team,  who  showed  little-  sensibility  to  the  uncoriuin  aim  of  bis 
masters  projectiles.  Under  such  charioteering  we  made,  as  may 
be  supposed,  but  slow  progress;  but  the  wild  grandeur  of  the 
scenery  would  have  occupied  tbe  mind  sullicicntly  in  lingering  si  ill 
longer  amidst,  the  Jura's  awe-inspiring  masses  of  mountain,  rock, 
and  wood.  We  all  alighted  to  make  afoot,  descent  of  Die  mountain 
of  Gex;  one  of  my  lei  low-travellers,  who  was  walking  with  me  in 
advance  of  the  rest— an  intelligent,  genllemanly  man,  well  ac- 
quainted with  flic  road  — requested  me  not  to  "  look  up"  until  lie 
ga.ve  me  the  word.  I  did  not  well  understand  this,  but  on  reaching 
:i  turn  of  the  bill,  where  the  road  opened  suddenly  over  an  abrupt 
cliff,  his  call  to  me  to  "look"  disclosed  to  me  a  prospect  that 
baffles  all  power  of  description  :  Ibe  valley  end  lake  of  Geneva  hound 
in  with  mountains  of  dint-ring  forms  and  hues,  above  all  which  Mont 
Blanc  in  its  vesture  of  eternal  snow  rose  majestically  into  the 
heavens.  Moore's  lines  upon  tin's  wondrous  spectacle  of  loveliness 
and  grandeur  have  something  of  pretiiuessin  tfeei,  but  the  idea  of 
a  prettiness  is  an  impertinence  before  such  a  glory  of  creation. 
Wordsworth  observed  to  me,  in  speaking  of  it,  that  be  did  not 
think  there  was  on   earth  another   view  so  gorgeously  beautiful. 
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Tho  feeling  of  cnlranconiout  into  which  it  wraps  us  as  wo  gaze 
upon  it  is  not  ioaih'i-]u;i1i;l\r  expressed  in  his  own  lines  descriptive 
of  tlie  emotions  of  a  young  enthusiast  in  the  presence  of  Nature's 
splendours : 

"Sotmd  needed  none, 
Nor  any  voice  of  joy;  his  spirit.  <in-.uk 
Tilt.'  spectacle.      Sensation,  soul,  and  ful'lll, 
All  ini'lteii  inlo  him  j  they  swallowed  up 
Hii  animal  being.  *         *         * 

In  such  access  of  inin.l,  in  smdi  hijh  hour 
Of  visitation  from  the  living  God, 
Thought  was  not;  in  enjoyment  it  expired. 
\.i  thanks  ]ii'  hv.rLtiu'il,  lie  prijIfi'-.T-l  no  rcilui>sl; 
Wrapt  into  still  communion,  that  transcends 
The  i  m  per  hie  t  offices  of  prayer  and  praise. 
His  mind  was  a  thanksgiving  to  tho  power 
That  made  him;  it  was  blessedness  and  love." 

Under  a  charm  of  such  potency  we  resisted  us  long  as  we  could 
our  conductor's  remonstrances  at  our  delay,  and  would  gladly 
have  prolonged  our  stay  to  impress,  if  possible,  every  feature  of 
the  glorious  scene  indelibly  on  our  memories  ;  hut  the  word  "  En 
route"  was  peremptory,  and  we  were  obliged  to  resume  our  seats 
in  the  carriage,  which  in  u  short  time  deposited  us  at  our  hotels  in 
Geneva.  Illness,  the  consequence  of  my  own  imprudence,  left  mo 
iittlo  time  at  roy  own  disposal,  and  in  my  hurried  visit  I  brought 
away  the  distinct  remembrance  of  little  beyond  the  deep  Mne  of  the 
waters  of  tho  Ehono  as  they  rushed  out,  of  the  lake,  seeming  in 
their  depth  of  colour  as  if  they  would  tinge  with  their  own  tint 
whatever  they  might  touch.  Forty  years  havo  passed  since  these 
wanderings  wen;  made,  and  although  the  objects  noled  in  them 
present  themselves  in  wonderful  freshness  to  my  memory's  sight, 
yet  I  cannot  trust  my  pen  with  the  record  of  I  horn  hero.  I  was  in 
the  state  of  mind  and  the  season  of  life  to  investigate  and  enjoy; 
and,  wherever  I  went,  I  kit  nothing  i:uobserved  that  I  had  time 
or  means  of  seeing.  A  few  hours  only  were  left  to  me  at  Geneva, 
where  I  proposed  to  return ;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day 
I  reached  Lausanne,  where  I  called  on  John  Kemble.  He  was 
reported  not  visible  till  the  next  morning.  I  wrote  a  few  lines  to 
him,  and  passed  the  evening  on  the  lake,  enjoying,  to  its  last 
lingering  light,  ttie  effect  of  the  most  splendid  sunset  I  ever 
beheld. 

Next  day  my  course  was  through  Yevay  where  I  had  not  lime 
to  soo  Ludlow'.-,  house  by  the  Cattle  of  Chillon,  to  Villeneuvc  and 
on  to  St.  Maurice,  through  a  vale  of  garden  beauty.  This  romantic 
little  town,  shut  in  by  overhanging  rocks  that  just  afford  a  passage 
for  the  rapid  Rhone,  crossed  by  a  curious  bridge,  the  construction 
of  which  is  ascribed  io  t';esar,  had  a  peculiar  attraction  forme,  I 
supped  and  slept  here,  and  rose  curly  tor  my  onward  journey.  As 
some  indication  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  which  J  allowed  myself  to 
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indulge,  I  extract  the  full  owing;  unto  fi'o:n  my  pocket-book,  dated 
"  Sunday,  J/<hf  Tith,  Wl'i.  SI.  Muv.ri-.-.e.—lt  is  with  extreme  un- 
willingness to  leave  this  romantic  .scenery  tli.it  T  am  expecting  the 
momentary  summons  I'm-  departure.  The  clock  lias  not  yet  struck 
four,  and  in  the  deep  gloom  of  twilight,  with  only  the  wild  rock  to 
look  on  that  rise*  perpendicularly  above  mc,  deepening  the  uncer- 
tain light  of  morning,  my  thoughts  are  driven  hack  upon  myself. 
The  roar  of  tin";  rushing;  "lihone.  sol'ieni.d  by  distance  to  a  loud  hut 
not  unpleasing  murmur,  is  all  tlie  sound  tint  roaches  me,  except 
when  the  solitary  scream  of  sonic  bird  breaks  the  profound  still- 
ness. It  is  here  that  my  heart  turns  hack  with  fond  yearnings  to 
those  I  love,  to  those  I  livo  for.  A  crowd  of  imdctinable  emotions 
swell  and  seem  to  overcharge  my  bosom.  I  cannot  find  words 
for  what  I  feel.  It  is  not  happiness,  but  a  mixture  of  sensations, 
that  I  think  to  a  better  tuned  mind  should  be  so.  What  do  I  not 
owe  of  gratitude  tor  pleasure  in  scenes  like  these  ?  and  yet  there 
is  the  alloy  of  thinking,  when  I  hid  them  adieu,  as  I  now  prepare 
to  do,  that  I  litter  the  words  of  an  eternal  parting."  My  summons 
was  given,  and  by  iUu.rtigny  and  Sinn  1  reached  ihe  pour  hotel  a-t 
Ih'ieg,  where  at  the  Simplon's  foot.  1  e.ot  a  first,  viesv  of  the  wonder- 
ful road  which  human  ingenuity  and  enterprise  have  constructed 
over  what  to  the  eye  would  seem  impassable. 
liol'nro  daylight  I  was  up  to  accompany  my  cocclikra  with  his 

Eosl- waggon  over  the  mountain,  but  being  much  in  advance  of 
hn  1  had  the  full  advantage  of  ooulomphiliug  alone  the  awful  in 
nature  and  the  wonderful  in  skill  and  energy  of  man — precipices, 
glaciers,  cataracts,  bridges,  buttre.-sos,  and  galleries  holding  the 
mind  in  a  subdued  state  of  wonder-  and  awe.  Unless  the  traveller 
through  such  seines  wrote  down  a  minute  account  of  each  parti- 
cular feature  in  them,  he  conld  convey  no  idea  of  any  resemblance  : 
no  general  terms  of  description  would  leave  any  image  on  the  mind. 
Our  rapid  course  down  the  other  side  through  the  richest  forest 
scenery  brought  us  to  Duuio  d'Ossola.,  the  extreme  point  of  my 
conductor's  journey.  Here,  some  yonng  frenchmen  travelling  in  a 
veltu-ra,  having  learned  that  the  hanker  of  the  place  sought  to  impose 
on  mo  in  regard  to  his  charges  on  my  letter  of  credit,  persuaded 
me  to  come  on  with  tlicin  to  Milan,  to  which  city  the  wllurhw 
would  frank  me.  paying  all  personal  expenses  on  the  road,  to  bo 
reimbursed  at  our  journey's  cud.  The  bargain  was  made  with  the 
vedurino  for  my  conveyance,  provisioning  and  lodging,  and  legally 
ratified  by  his  gift  of  a  nc.udo  to  me — so  vary  the  customs  of 
countries.  Three  of  my  new  acquaintances  were  young  men  be- 
longing to  the  Trench  liar,  very  gentlemanly,  very  courteous, 
lively,  and  agreeable.  The  name  of  one  was  Moreau,  another 
Guillaume,  the  lliird  escaped  me;  but  an  Italian,  whose  name  I 
have  also  forgotten,  was  known  among  us,  on  account  of  his 
frequent  reference  to  Eome  as  his  place  of  birth,  as  Monsieur 
Jules  Cesar.  T  accounted  myself  fortunate  in  companions,  who 
very  much  assisted  me  in   correcting  my  French,  whilst  Monsieur 
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Jules  Cesar  rendered  me  good  help  in  my  study  of  Italian.  We 
made  frequent  stoppages  fort  lie  inspection  of  churches  or  paintings 
in  them,  or  some  beauty  in  the  landscape.  At  tlio  Lago  Maggioro 
we  spent  tliti  greater  part  of  a  day  visiting  (ho  Tsola  dei  l'escatori, 
a  very  dirty  little  island,  the  Isola  Madre,  and  the  most  lovely 
Isola  Bella — all  seemed  enchantment;  wo  were  in  a  region  of 
romance,  which  Armida  might  have  made  her  voluptuous  retreat, 
or  the  Aladdins  and  XourerMins  of  Arabian  fable  have  taken  in 
exchange  for  (ho  palaces  anil  gardens  of  llagdad. 

On  our  onward  route  an  incident  occurred  that,  in  the  altered 
feelings  of  Italian  nationality,  could  scarcely,  one  would  hope, 
happen  now.  Our  driver  was  doling  tin  his  box  as  his  horses  went 
sauntering  along  the  dusty  road,  nlmusl  as  sleepy  as  himself,  when 
a  cart  with  one  horse  was  driven  rapidly  past  us  by  a  man  in  a 
peasants  dress.  Our '.wv/iirrr,  inston!  !y  wahingup,  lashed  his  team 
into  a  half-gallop,  and  soon  got  up  with  the  poor  carter,  whom  he 
belaboured  with  his  whip  in  a  most  unmerciful  manner.  My  blood 
was  on  fire  at  the  oppressive  conduct  of  (he  fellow,  who  thus 
revenged  himself  fur  the  offended  dignity  of  his  more  aristocratic 
vehicle.  I  was  loud  in  my  exclamations  to  the  poor  carter;  but 
one  of  my  companions  coolly  observed :  "  Monsieur,  ils  no  sont  pas 
des  homines  dans  ce  pays-ei  !'*  I  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  since 
that  day  a  true  sense  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  man  has  been 
established  in  that,  devious  country. 

At  Milan  we  put  up  at  the  Croce  di  Malta,  where  our  landlord 
paid  the  expenses  of  my  journey  from  .Homo  d'Ossola  and  installed 
me  in  most  comfortable,  airy  apartments.  A  very  specious,  gtibly- 
speaking  fellow  came  up  lo  ioy  rooms,  and  with  many  bows  and 
simpers  reminded  me  that  I  had  left  my  hat-box  in  the  carriage, 
which  he  had  brought  up  to  me,  hoping  I  would  remember 
him.  I  gave  the  rascal  a  franc,  and  was  not.  likely  to  forget  him, 
finding  on  opening  the  box  that  he  had  abstracted  my  travelling- 
eap  from  it.  "So,"  thought  I,  "begins  my  Kalian  experience." 
In  Milan  there  was  very  much  to  sec.  I  was  up  at  four  in  the 
morning,  ar.d  at  the  I'uomo,  that  most  magoiiiceiit  pile,  by  five.  I 
underwent  here,  a  curious  experience.  At  home  1  never  could  keep 
my  head  from  giddiness  at  any  unusual  point  of  elevation.  Here, 
after  a  eareful  examination  of  the  interior,  T  descended  to  the 
superbly-decorated  shriue  of  San  Carlo  J'.orroinoo,  in  wonder  at  the 
superstilion  that  invests  if  with  a.  power  of  sanctity,  and  from 
thence,  at  my  ricer/wi's  invitation,  went  up  to  the  roof  of  the 
building.  So  far  advanced,  I  thought  I  \\  ould  venture  to  the  next 
stage  ;  I  was  again  tempted  to  (he  next,  and  so  on,  up  and  up, 
until  I  found  myself  at  the  very  top  of  the  highest  pinnacle, 
commanding  a  prospect  on  one  side  of  the  distant  Alps,  and  the 
rich  plains  of  Lombardy  stretched  out  upon  the  other.  Among  the 
many  objects  that  attracted  my  a.ilrntion  in  Milan  were  tho 
Ambrosian  Library  ;  the  famous  fresco  of  the  Last  Supper,  by 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  now  nearly  obliterated,  but  restored  to  life  by 
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the  burin  of  Kaphael  Morten:  the  gallery  of  flic  Jirera,  containing 
among  many  masterpieces  (lie  Sposiili'/.io  of  Uaphacl  and  the  affcct- 
iiig1  picture  by  Guerchio  of  (he  expulsion  of  llagar  and  Ishmaol. 
Tlie  grand  theatre,  Ln  "-cala,  was  degraded  Ijy  the  performance  of 
a  grotesque  ballet,  but  at  the  Carcano  Feme  very  creditable  pieces 
were  presented.  I  accompanied  my  Trench  friends  in  their  drives 
on  tho  Corso  to  tlio  different  ti-<<tf.urht$  and  t.,ihh?,  d'hote  to  which 
they  resorted  in  search  of  the  best  and  most  moderate  dining- 
houses— how  different  from  Englishmen  ! 

After  some  days  ive  parted  company,  two  of  thorn,  Guillanme 
and  his  friend,  returning  by  Switzerland,  mul  Horeiiii  taking,  as  far 
as  Florence,  tho  line  of  march  lhat  lay  before  me.  On  their 
departure  1  joined  i  lie  tnhh-  o'V.d/':  at  my  hotel,  tilled  chiefly  by  my 
own  countrymen,  among  whom  1  formed  seme  pleasant  acquaint- 
ances, and  one  steady  ami  valued  friendship  in  the  person  of  the 
lamented  Dowling.  J'y  application  to  some  ol'lieials  I  obtained  on 
order  to  see  tho  Iron  ('.row  n  at  fil  ortza,  ami  drove  over  there  two 
miles  for  the  purpose.  On  reaching  the  Cathedra!  where  this 
treasure  or  talisman  is  deposited,  I  was  met.  by  a  young  priest, 
who  announced  to  mc  that  I  was  waited  for  (mil ice  having  been 
forwarded  from  Milan  of  the  permissinii  granted),  ar.d  approaching 

the  shrine  in  a  chapel  to  the  right  of  the  high  altar  X  found  four 
others  with  incense  ready.  A  man  Hay)  had  mounted  a  ladder,  and 
stood  on  it  before,  a  dour  In  the  wall  over  Hie  altar  of  the  chapel; 
unlocking  it,  another  of  bia-s,  richly  gilt,  was  teen  wilhln,  behind 
this  again  was  a  glass  one  containing  The  treasure  encased  in  a 
largo  gilded  cross.  Upon  its  disclosure  the  priest  diffused  the 
smoke  of  the  incense  very  profusely,  making  several  genuflexions. 
Two  of  the  priests  then  ascended  the  ladder,  and  with  tho  neces- 
sary bondings  ami  enrtseyings  proceeded  to  take  out  the  cross, 
several  feet  in  length,  which  was  richly  carved  and  had  six 
apertures  glazed  over*  within  which  (tho  Iron  Crown  in  the 
centre)  were  the  various  relies,  spnnge,  rood,  thorns,  &c,  believed 
|»  lint-  |. .  (i  ii.-  d  m  l|.  iVdi  ib&i'-ii  lli-  J r- ■■  ■  i'*<<»n.  ■■[  r»lh-r 
the  diadem  so  called,  is  not  iron,  but  a  band  of  gold  plates 
connected  together  by  hinges  ami  ornamented  with  gems;  in  its 
centre  is  a  glazed  aperture,  in  which  is  seen  an  iron  nail,  supposed 
to  be  ono  of  these  that  pierced  the  Saviour,  from  which  it  has 
gained  tho  name  of  the  "  Iron  Crown."  Tho  chief  priest,  after 
pointing  out  and  descanlijig  on  these  invaluable  relics,  reeonsigned 
tho  cross  to  tho  care  of  the  ofliciatirg  subordinates,  who  deposited 
it  beneath  its  threefold  guard  again.  On  requesting  him  to  inform 
mo  in  Latin  how  these  precious  memorials  came  to  light,  after 
some  hesitation  he  made  out  his  story  lhat  St.  Helena  had.  been 
directed  by  the  Almighty  to  seek  lor  them,  and  that  on  finding 
them  in  a  cave  near  Jerusalem,  she  had  distributed  portions  of 
them,  giving  a  large  share  to  St.  Gregory,  who  had  presented 
these,  the  most  valuable,  to  this  church.  The  crown  was  said  to 
havo  been  Constantino's.    It  was  no  doubt  used  by  the  Lombard 
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Kings,  and  micht  have  been  ftuirieiJed  for  the  Roman  Emperor. 
Certainly  Cbavhis  V.  testified  his  faith  in  it  by  ijoiiig-  crowned  with 
it  at  Bologna,  but  I  scarcely  tlmngiit  this  pieee  of  antiquity, with 
all  its  sriliirant.fice,  worth  (lit  journey  and  the  tee  it  cost  mo. 

The  remainder  of  my  stay  at  Milan  was  busily  engaged  with 
churches,  palaces,  and  other  objects  ot'  interest  in  this  noble  city, 
and  it  was  with  great  regret  I  turned  my  back  upon  it,  taking  the 
diligence  to  Brescia.  Hut  before  my  departure  I  received  a  very 
kind  letter  from  my  late  fellow-traveller,  Moreau,  dated  Venice, 
recommending  mo  a  good  hotel  there,  and  promising  to  apprise 
me,  throughout  my  route  as  I  proceeded  to  Florenee,  of  the  best 
modes  of  travel  and  houses  of  resort.  At  Brescia  I  could  not 
extend  my  stay  beyond  a  few  hours,  wishing  to  reach  Verona 
before  nightfall.  On  my  journey  there  the  continued  cloud  of 
dust  obscured  every  object(if  there  were  any)  worth  notico,  except 
the  Lago  di  Guarda,  of  which  I  had  frequent  and  satisfactory  views. 
It  reminded  me  of  the  Scotch  Lukes,  to  which,  except  in  the 
luxuriance  of  its  southern  banks,  I  do  not  think  it  superior  ;  but 
that  doubt  is  no  mean  eulogy.  The  fort  of  Fcschiera  also  struck 
me — as  the  comparison  must  every  one— between  tho  graceful 
bondings  and  v.  Hiding  outlines  of  nature  with  tho  sharp  angles 
and  straight  lines  of  military  science:  besides,  it  was  a  fetter  on 
the  mountain-spirit — for  oppression,  not  for  protection. 

On  approaching  Verona  my  ruminations  led  me  more  to  the 
creations  of  Si  lakespe art's  Junius  than  to  the  sterner  characters 
associated  with  its  history.  As  I  entered  the  city,  admiring  the 
rapid  course  of  tho  roaring  Adige,  the  thought  first  on  my  mind 
was  that  she,  "the  true  and  faithful  Juliet,"  and  he  she  loved,  had 
looked  on  the  s;ime  stream  and  trod  the  same  steps.  1  passed 
through  handsome  st  reels  and  over  a  singular  bridge  of  three 
arches  to  my  inn,  from  whence,  when  I  had  emerged  from  the 
cloud  of  dust  that,  in  uuoasing  myself,  1  slmok  out  of  my  clothes,  I 
set  out  to  look  around  me.  I  entered  the  Cathedral,  and  saw  tho 
Assumption  of  Titian  (not  lib:  that!  afterwards  beheld  at  Venice). 
But  1  have  seen  so  many  elnnvbes  and  Midi  riehly -adorned  ones, 
that  the  interest  in  them  grows  more  and  more  languid.  An 
extraordinary  staine  by  the  father  of  f'aul  Veronese  caught  my 
attention,  the  dusk  preventing  my  close  inspect  ion  oft  lie  paintings. 
In  taking  a  survey  from  the  bridge  of  the  hil!  opposite,  the  old 
citadel,  the  floating  mills  upon  the  river,  and  the  antique  buildings 
of  the  eity,  Shakespeare  was  ever  present  to  nie.  My  valet  de  place 
directed  me  to  the  Amphitheatre,  and  with  a  kind  of  moody 
pleasure  I  entered  thronga  the  porches, where  Honiaus  had  been  of 
old,  to  see  their  duiioueralc  successors  occupying  its  seats  to  laugh 
at.  the  buffoonery  of  seme  Italian  players  who  were  exhibiting  ina 
temporary  thea!  re  by  daylight,  I  lingered  here  until  tho  deepen- 
ing shadows  warned  me  of  the  lateness  of  tho  hour,  and  the 
solitude  of  the  place ;  for  all  were  gone  but  my  guide  and  myself, 
I  cMunined  tho  vomitories,  the  imperial  entrance;  I  looked  at  tho 
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canal  for  the  nauniaehia,  and  Fauntered  slowly  away,  wrapped  in 
meditation  rai  the  capacity  of  nam  and  his  abuse  of  it.  Kapoleon 
had  been  in  triumph  there  :  hut.  Iho  thought:  of  him  was  asmall  item 
among  the  throng  of  imaginations  that  such  a,  srfiic  would  evoke. 
Leaving  it  in  the  twilight,  I.  saw  the  tombs  of  the  Scaligeri;  the 
hall  of  council,  with  the  statue*  of  Jhiifei,  Vitnnius,  and  other 
Veronese  worthies ;  the  market-place,  with  the  antique  statue  in 
the  fountain,  and  the  intended  paiaeo  of  the  republic  from  the 
designs  of  Michael  Angelo. 

But  HO  plaee  was  free  from  the  intrusion  of  visions  of  the 
Capuletti  and  Montecchi,  and  the  beautiful  story  that  grew  out 
of  their  disturbance  of  "the  quiet  of  the  streets."  It  was  night, 
when  I  desired  the  guido  to  take  me  direct  to  Juliet's  tomb.  Our 
long  walk  had  disinclined  him  for  tlio  visit,  and  he  would  have 
dissuaded  me  from  going,  insisting  that  it  was  nothing  to  see ;  to 
me  it  was  all,  it  gave  an  interest  to  every  step  I  took  and  every 
house  I  passed.  My  enthusiasm  must  have  warmed  into  something 
like  anger  by  tho  tone  in  which  I  ordered  him  to  proceed.  We 
traversed  several  streets,  passed,  under  the  wall  of  the  old  citadel, 
and  at  last  emerging  from  a  low  and  dark  archway  of  some  length, 
pursued  our  course  through  a  lane  between  two  high  garden  walls. 
The  luxuriant  foliage  from  one  side  at  times  quite  overshadowed 
our  path ;  and  the  brightness  of  the  moon,  which,  piercing  through 
the  drooping  boughs,  at  intervals  shone  upon  us,  deepened  by 
the  darkness  of  the  shade.  Another  lam;  e\aetly  similar,  into 
which  we  turned,  brought  us  to  tho  cottage  door,  the  object  of 
our  quest.  An  old  woman  answered  to  our  knocking,  and  led  us 
by  the  light  of  a  "  lanthorn  dimly  burning  "  through  Iter  miserable 
habitation,  our  steps  ringing  on  the  hollow  floor,  into  the  garden 
or  vineyard  beyond.  The  splendour  of  the  moon,  that  shono  bright 
in  heaven,  penetrated  the  interstices  of  the  vine-leaves  that  were 
thickly  roofed  in  trellis  over  our  heads.  The  roaring  of  tho  Adige 
alone  broke  the  silence  of  tho  night,  which  was  calm  as  if  there 
were  one  rest  in  heaven  and  earth  ;  not  a  leaf  stirred  near  us,  and 
tho  slow  footfall  of  our  steps  was  heard  hi  clear  distinctness.  Tho 
old  woman  stopped  and  held  her  lantern  over  a  broken  stono 
coffin,  said  to  have  been  the  tomb  of  her  who  has  become  a  proverb 
of  loveliness  and  truth.  The  place  had  been  formerly  tho  garden 
of  a  Franciscan  convent,  but  my  guide  is  responsible  for  my 
correctness.  It  may  be— I  daro  say  is— fabulous,  but  yet  the 
delusion  was  too  pleasing  to  be  admitted  such.  I  believed  that  I 
saw  before  me  tho  sepulchre  of  her  whom  Shakespeare  has  taught 
us  to  picture  as  one  of  the  fairest  and  the  best,  the  gentlest  and 
truest,  of  her  sex.  In  tho  study  of  my  art  I  had  often  drawn  to 
my  fancy  the  image  of  her  beauty,  and  now  I  stood  like  a  fond 
and  credulous  pilgrim  before  her  olivine,  whose  imaginary  perfec- 
tions had  filled  hi*  early  vixens,  with  delight:  and  love.  I  drew  my 
slow  steps  with  reluctance  from  the  spot,  and  when  outside  tho 
cottage,  as  I  stood  in  the  broad  moonlight,  looking  on  the  bright 
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planet  in  full  pure  glory  above  mo,  T  thought  lhat  so  shomust  have 
looked  when  the  luvo-Mck  boy  invokcd.hor  beams  in  attestations 
of  his  truth.  I  would  rather  have  missed  ten  galleries  of  pictures 
than  this  one  hour  of  dreamy,  idle  rousing. 

The  next  morning  1  rose  at  point  of  day  to  leave  Yerona.  I 
took  a  last  glance  at  ilie  Amphitheatre,  as  (lie  cuniiigo  wound 
round  it,  and  looked  wiih  regret  en  1b':  rapid  Adige,  as  we  passed 
over  it  for  Vie  en  n  a.  Tin":  rich  fertility  of  l  ho  landscape  awoke  most 
pleasing  associations.  Tho  vinos  hung  graeoiidly  in  festoons  from 
treeto  tree,  clusfenagahddis;i.::,r;ing,  reminding  mo  of  Virgil's  rural 
scones.  The  emotions  excited  li  v  iiiis  continued  s  accession  of  interest- 
ing objects  presented  lo  my  sight,  of  those  transcendent  in  art  and 
in  tho  glories  of  nature,  almost  bewilder  the  mind,  preventing  iis 
soher  self-examination ;  but  they  leave  ineffaceable  .images  behind, 
which,  though  passing  from  the.  view,  are  stored  up — treasures  of 
memory  that  iioie  cannot  take  from  me. 

My  hours  were  few  at  Yieonza,  whore,  as  in  all  the  Italian  cities, 
churches  and  palaces  abounded,  enriched  with  tho  works  of  the 
great  masters  that  make  constant  demand  on  the  industrious  atten- 
tion of  the  traveller  ;  and  to  these  I  never  failed  to  apply  myself 
with  unwearying  diligence.  Tint  the  name,  most  in  the  mouths  of 
the  cim-oni  of  this  city  is  that  of  .l'alladio,  who  has  embellished  his 
birth-place  with  monuments  of  bis  art  that  justify  the  pride  with 
which  his  name  is  cherished.  Anion",-  these  (be  Tcatro  Olimpico, 
designed  as  a  model  theatre  for  the  ancient  drama,  is  regarded  as 
his  masterpiece.  It  interested  me  ;  but  1  am  not  a  sittiicient  con- 
noisseur in  architect  are  thoroughly  lo  appreciate  its  acknowledged 
excellence.  In  Padua  I.  made  a  longer  stay. visiting  under  conduct 
of  a  vaW.de  p/n.a:  the  different  churches,  where  the  works  of  Giotto, 
Titian,  Paul  Veronese,  &c,  are  conspicuous.  Of  the  old  Amphi- 
theatre there  is  little  to  remark  beyond  its  site.  The  monument  at 
Liraj,  and  the  tomb,  said  to  he  of  Antcnor,  could  not  fail  to  be  noted 
byme.  Tho  many  objects  of  arl,  architectural  (for  here  Falladio 
has  extended  bis  triumphs),  sculptural,  anil  pictorial,  employed  all 
my  daylight:  but  flic  I'aligue  in  my  perambulations  did  not  prevent 
me  from  attending  the  theatre  in  the  evening,  which,  even  after  the 
Scala,  I  thought  magnificent  The  performance  was  an  opera.  I 
did  not  learn  its  title,  ner  remain  to  its  close,  what  I  saw  of  it  im- 
pressing mo  but  very  feebly.  lie.  fore  however  going  there,  it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  make  provision  for  my  projected  visit  to  Arrrua 
on  the  morrow  :  a  sojourn  in  T'adua:  although  rich  in  recollections, 
would  have  appeared  incomplete  to  urn  if  it  had  not  comprehended 
Arquh.  The  lines  of  the  noble  eulogist  are  familiar  to  all  lovers  of 
poetry ; 

"There  is  ,1  tomb  in  Arqui:  rcwM  in  air, 

I'jSlir'il  in  their  s:ii-i;(>[iti:i^us,  repose 
Till?  bones  of  T-;u:r;i's  1oy;t  ;  here  rtpf.ir 

iliiny  f.i-iili.ir  with  la-:  \vall-riiiii«  woes. 
The  pilgrims  of  Ids  genius." 
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3Iy  vjfrit  tlic it  laid  all  the  j if.-iiii i lci>  j u  tt  1 1 1 a t  ii  pilgrim  could  desire, 
unit  certainly  was  tin:  most  unsentimental  of  tiny  excursion  I  have 
ever  made.  I  had  hud  reason  in  so  many  instance  s  to  complain  of 
the  extortion  practised  on  mt  al  the  hotels,  that  I  thought  the  best 
mode  of  securing  myself  from  imposition  on  this  occasion  was  to  be 
my  own  purveyi 'i-  for  the  next  day's  carriage.  Accordingly,  I  made 
inquiry  respect injr  the  hire  at  lite  best  stables  in  the  city.  The 
rogues  there  took  their  cue  from  my  foreign  accent,  and  being  pro- 
portionately exorbitant,  in  their  charges,  so  raised  niy  choler  as  to 
make  me  exhaust  what  I  knew  of  the  abusive  in  the  Italian  voca- 
bulary in  expressing  my  indignation  at  their  unblushing  demands. 
At  last  a  qniet  and  seemingly  simple  follow  agreed  to  take  me  and 
replace  me  in  my  tixa.y,ih.  for  eight  trailers,  i  inquired  of  his  carriage. 
Pointing  to  some  standing  none  that  Tliad  rejected,  "These,"  I 
observed,  "are  ton  shabby:  is  it  better  than  any  of  these?" 
Confidently,  he  replied,  -Ml  Corporis  San  Tonaise).  motto  pill  bella  1  " 
■'And  the  horse  V"  "  Kccellonte ;"  ,:  Hail),  we  go  quick  '<''  "  1'restissi- 
mamente"  "Sato?"  "Mieuro!"  "A  to  o'clock/"  "  Senza  dnhbio." 
"  The  horse  is  really  good  V  "liuoiiissiiuo  i"  All  was,  as  1  thought, 
most  satisfactorily  arrangid,  and  «iib  the  early  morning  1  rose  from 
a  very  uncomfortable  bed  in  my  very  uncomfortable  inn,  delighted 
with  the  idea  of  breathing  the  fresh  morning  air  in  a  neat  and 
spruce  conveyance,  and  pacing  merrily  over  the  campaign  to  Arqua. 

The  -vdlitra  was  announced.  J.  was  equipped  and  eager  for  the 
expedition.  I'll)]  of  L'eiraroli  and  Laura,  my  imagination  revelling 
in  ideas  of  the  beautiful  and  ardent,  the  sensitive-  and  romantic,  J 
descended,  but.  stopped  short  at  the  door.  A  carriage  was  there 
certainly,  which  1  looked  at  quite  aghast.  It  was  a  rotten, 
shattered  old  gig  or  fim-whisky,  it,  had  no  springs,  and,  though 
corded  rip  in  several  places,  seemed  incapable  of  surviving  the 
shock  of  starting.  It  looked  as  if  it  had  been  discharged  some 
months  from  hospital  service,  and  left  to  die  a  natural  death  by 
rotting  away  on  some  dunghill  out.  of  which  this  rascal  must  have 
picked  it.  The  horse  was  not  unworthy  of  what  lie  was  tied  to. 
"Is  this  the  carriage  '.'"  in  consternation  lashed,  "fcficnro,  signer," 
There  was  no  at  tern  ative— into  it  I  got,  my  nerves  responding 
to  the  creaking  and  trembling  of  the  liekety  affair,  My  on-'lulhw. 
followed  ;  he  was  a  compound  of  villainous  smells,  from  which  I 
partially  defended  myself  with  cau-de-cologno.  "Wo  made  our 
way  through  two  or  three  streets,  and  had  just  entered  a  deeply 
dusty  road,  running  parallel  with  the  ramparts  and  leading  to  the 
city  gate,  when  the  horse  tripped  and  made  a  complete  somersault 
clean  out  of  the  shafts,  bursting  the  harness  in  sundry  places.  The 
driver  raised  the  rascally  animal,  arid  replacing  him  between  the 
shafts,  we  resinned  our  seats,  when  he  began  kicking  as  if  some 
spirit  of  evil  were  in  him,  and  ra-ver  rested  till  he  had  sent  the  foot- 
board in  the  aivand  both  of  us  into  the  dusty  road.  "  Corpo  di  San 
Tomaso  !"  exclaimed  the  driver,  "  e.  una.  disgtazia  !''  "Muttering  all 
terms  of  abuse  in  my.   own  language,  1   resigned   myself  to  my 
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destiny.  A  cord  mended  the  broken  tackle,  and  we  once  more 
ventured  ourselves  in  llie  vehicle,  but  to  Utile  purpose;  we  were 
kicked  nut  by  this  vicious  brute  on  an  average  every  mile  and  a 
half,  until  we  reached  the  foot  of  the  bill  leading  ta  Arqust.  At 
every  ejectment  that  we  endured  from  this  detestable  beast,  the 
cmidutloi-r.  adjured  the  body  of  bis  patron  saint,  San  Tomaso  di 
Padova,  as  he  himself  informed  me.  "  Is  he  a  good  one  ?"  I  in- 
quired.     "  0,  buonissimo,"  he  replied,  "  the  best  in  all  Padua." 

The  level  country  through  which  we  passed  was  rich,  but  not 
particularly  interesting :  as  we  entered  the  hilly  region,  the  beauty 
of  Italian  scenery,  in  all  its  mixture  of  fertility  and  wildness,  of 
luxuriance  and  sublimil y,  la-ohc  upon  our  view.  "GrazieaSan 
Tomaso,"  for  our  safe  delivery,  was  my  silent  thought,  as  we 
finished  our  outward-bound  course.  I  left  my  fellow- sufferer  to 
busy  himself  with  tho  repairs  of  harness  and  carriage  and  to  feed 
his  ill-tempered  hnile,  that  he  might  have  si'irit  enough  to  kick  us 
back  again  to  Padua.  A  very  intelligent  buy.  whom  I  selected 
from  the  swarm  of  ragged  urchins  thai  volunteered  Iheir  services 
as  vkerani,  conducted  me  up  the  hill  to  the  house  of  Petrarch.  I 
followed  him  from  mem  to  room  wilh  all  the  veneration  which  the 
laurelled  genius  exacted,  saw  his  chair  and  secretaire,  and  added 
my  name  to  the  long  list  of  pilgrims  (none  had  more  justly  earned 
that  title  than  myself)  who  were  enrolled  in  the  reconl  of  his 
admirers.  I  passed  on  to  his  tomb,  close  to  the  small  church  of 
ArquA — a  simple,  square,  unostentatious  monument  on  steps,  with 
four  pillars  supporting  a  stone  saree>phagus.  Tho  following;  lines 
I  hastily  copied  into  my  pocket-book: — 
"Frigida,  Francis, 


Four  laurel-trees  in  full  berry  grew,  one  at  each  corner,  over- 
shadowing and  adorning  with  most  appropriate  gracefulness  the 
modest,  interesting  structure.  The  view  over  the  far  out-spreading 
plains  of  Lombardy  was  most  extensive,  lost  in  the  seemingly 
interminable  expanse  of  luxuriant  vegetation,  which  contrasted 
well  with  tho  less  fertile  summits  ol"  the  hills  around  me.  The 
grandeur  of  the  landscape,  hut  still  mere  the,  name  and  remains  of 
Petrarch,  arc  all  that:  gi\e  interest:  to  this  secluded  spot.  Plucking 
a  small  branch  from  one  of  the  laurels,  the  withered  remains  of 
which  I  still  possess,  I  reascended  the  crazy,  freshly- corded 
vehicle  to  go  through  aga.in  the  same  set  of  inauteuvres  that  tho 
fractious  brute  had  made  us  undergo  in  our  journey  here.  Seven 
*  Under  this  stone  the  bones  of  Petrarch  rust ; 

Virgin  Mother,  receive  his  soul ; 

Son  of  the  Virgin,  make  him  whole, 
That,  weary  here,  he  may  with  God  be  blest. 

18th  July,  13?4.  Ed.  TbASB. 
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times  was  I  served  with  notice  to  quit  from  tiic  heels  of  this 
restive  animal,  and,  as  a  pleasant  finish  1"  this  eventful  history,  my 
perfumed  guide  on  regaining  Padua  drove  me,  covered  with  dust 
and  perspiring  with  c-xerlion,  pulsion,  and  shame  at  my  appear- 
ance, through  tlie  principal  streets,  crowded witii  Die  gaily-dressed 
inhabitants,  who  were  Hooking,  to  the  sound  of  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing's bell  then  tolling,  to  morning  mass.  My  green  spectacles 
and  the  conviction  that  no  one  knew  mc  from  licau  Ihummell  or 
the  Emperor  Alexander  incut).,  enabled  my  n.aitvuise  limits  to 
endure  this  concluding  irial :  bul  oh  !  the  relief  in  jumping  out  of 
this  antediluvian  piece  of  patchwork  in  the  yard  of  iny  albergo 
is  indescribable  1  I  paid  tho  rascal  who  had  trapped  me  into  tliis 
purgatorial  expedition;  gave  him,  his  horse,  and  San  Tomaso  di 
Padova  to  Old  Nick  ;  and  ordering  a  more  respectable  vcttura  for 
Fusina,  by  ablution  and  libation  washed  away  all  unpleasant 
recollection  of  my  poetical  pilgrimage,  and  in  a  less  desperate 
machine  set  out  on  my  route  to  Venice. 

The  thick  grass  which  overgrew  tlie  pavement  of  the  last 
street  before  the  gate  of  Omnium  Sanctorum  was  a  sad  re- 
membrance of  the  "  revolution  of  the  times," — an  eloquent, 
mournful  indication  of  declension  and  decay.  It  was  otherwise, 
I  thought,  when  the  noble  coiileiidrd  fur  rim  'independence  of  his 
little  principality,  or  when  1'adua  was  the  homo  of  learning, 
the  popular  result  of  the  wise  and  ilic  Ambitious.  The  ride  along 
tho  Urenta's  banks,  studded  with  villas  and  villages,  in  which 
were  groups  of  holiday-keepers  obstreperous  in  their  noisy  mirth, 
brought  me  to  i'usi.na,  the  place  of  embarkation  in  gondola  for 
Venice.  This  was  the  only  mode  of  reaching  it :  there  were 
no  railways  then ;  and  I  believe  in  the  whole  world  there  was  no 
city  that  offered  to  the  traveller's  approval  a  spectacle  so  im- 
posing as  that  of  Venice.  Her  peculiarity  of  situation  has  been  so 
often  descanted  on  that  it  may  be  supposed  familiar  to  every 
imagination,  although  no  description  can  do  justice  to  the 
startling  reality,  or  weaken  the  crowding  sensations  that  swell 
the  enthusiast's  bosom  us  his  gondola  glides  from  between  the 
high  banks  of  the  narrow  Jirenta  upon  the  widely-spreading 
surface  of  the  Adriatic,  and  the  scene  ot  wonder  hursts  upon  his 
sight.  The  setting  sun  poured  its  last:  beams  of  ruddy  light  upon 
the  majestic  city  of  tlie  sea,  that  rose  like  some  tabled  work 
of  enchantment  from  the  bosom  of  tlie  subject  Hood.  The  blue 
summits  of  the  distant  Alps  on  one  side,  ami  the  scattered  islands 
on  the  other,  closed  in  the  fairy  prospect.  There  was  scarcely  a 
ripple  on  the  glittering  waters,  nor  a  sound  in  the  air  except  the 
far-off  tolling  of  tho  vesper  bells,  that  came  sadly  and  slowly 
booming  over  the  expanse.  If  "the  pale  moonlight"  bo  in 
appropriate  tone  to  the  mouldering  grandeur  of  a  Gothic  ruin,  the 
hour  of  sunset  dees  not  less  truly  harmonise-  with  the  decaying 
magnificence  of  a  capital  like  Venice.  She  still  sils  like  a  queen 
indeed  upon  her  watery  throne,  but  it  is    in   "  laded    splendour 
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wan."  Her  edifices  and  public  places  are  momi incuts  ;  no  single 
object  speaks  of  recent  achievement.  Iter  spoils  from  Constan- 
tinople, and  her  trophies  set  up  on  the  eenquests  of  Cyprus,  Crete, 
and  Rhodes,  still  .stand  in  reproach  of  her  degenerate  sons,  for  the 
tributary  nations  no  longer  pay  her  homage,  and  the  Moslem 
"  ha tli  broken  The  crown  of  her  head." 

At  the  hotel  which  Morea.u  had  recommended  T  found  gnod 
apartments,  and,  having  enlisted  tlie  services  of  a  valet  de  place, 
desired  him  to  conduct  me  to  St.  Mark's.  We  traversed  the 
narrow  lanes  leading  to  the  Piazza,  jelling  the  busy  crowd  that 
was  hurrying  on,  earnestness  iu  every  lace,  and  importance  in 
every  voice  that  grabbled  by  us.  "When  at  the  outside  of  the 
Piazza,  I  dismissed  my  servant  for  the  night,  and,  passing  on 
beneath,  the  dark  archer,  emerged  ii[«>n  the  interesting  scene. 
The  grand  fantastic  facade  of  the  ehureh  of  St..  Mark  spread  out 
ils  majestic  grandeur  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  sqnare  :  tho 
Campanile  poiulod  lis  darkly-shadowed  spire  to  the  clear  deep 
blue  above,  which  wns  richly  set  with  stars:  the  uniform  architec- 
ture of  the  square  was  distinctly  visible  in  the  evening's  light ; 
and  in  the  illumination  of  the  shops  and  co'V'--,  all  of  which  were 
lit  up,  and  displayed  in  almost  ilinliglit  distinctness  the  ninny, 
many  groups,  the  crowds  of  persons  engaged  in  conversation, 
promenading  up  and  down  tho  more  vacant  spaces,  or  thronging 
round  the  military  band  who,  with  their  music-stands  fixed  in 
a  large  circle,  were  playing  the  most  charming  airs.  1  was  alone 
in  this,  to  me,  novel  scene  of  splendour,  luxury,  and  beauty.  The 
glories  of  the  night  above  were  again  reflected  in  tho  sleeping 
waters  of  tho  Adriatic.  The  thought  that  I  was  indeed  in 
Venice  was  itself  a  delight  to  me  :  Venice,  the  frequent  vision  of 
my  youthful  fanry,  peopled  with  the  grand  and  terrible  realities 
of  history  and  the  glorious  and  touching  fictions  of  romance  and 
poetry.  It  was  a  sort  of  spiritual  intoxication  I  experienced,  yet, 
with  every  sense  thus  gratified,  there  was  a  strange  overcast  of 
melancholy  in  the  though!:  that  iliis  enjoyment  was  so  soon  to  end 
and  never  again  to  be  renewed. 

My  time  in  Venice,  limited  to  one  short  week,  was  thriftily 
employed.  Here,  as  in  every  city  throughout  ray  tour,  I  gave 
one  or  two  hours  a  day  to  a  tutor  engaged  to  assist  me  in  my 
study  of  the  language,  with  which  I  very  soon  grew  familiar. 
The  rest  of  the,  day  was  spent  among  the  splendid  works  of  art 
that  court  inspection  in  tho  galleries,  churches,  and  palaces 
adorning  this  singular  city,  that  begin  their  date  with  the  Horses 
of  Lysippus,  and,  satiating  the  entranced  spectator  with  tho 
masterpieces  of  Titian,  Tintoretto,  "Veronese,  &-c,  come  down 
to  the  Hebe  of  Canova*  on  view  in  the  Grimani  Palace.  Jn 
Byron's  words,  I  was  "dazzled  and  drunk  with  beauty,"  and 
moving  as  in  a   dream  made   up  of  memories   and    associations. 

*  The  news  of  Cunova's  death  arrive:!  while  I  was  in  Venice.  I  had  a 
letter  of  introduction  u>  aim  a  ad  hdjn-  [  to  sue  him  ia  Koine. 
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The  creations  of  Shakespeare  rose  up  before  mo  on  the  Rialto; 
and  the  Hall  of  Council,  nuked,  haunted  mo  at  every  step.  Tho 
tombs  of  the  I'oges,  ihe  Giaui's  Slaircnsr.',  tlirj  Place  of  the  Lion's 
Month,  the  Ilridge  of  highs,  the  dark  curtain  inscribed  with 
Faliero's  doom,  recalled  (ho  talcs  of  stiffs  rim;  that  historians  have. 
recorded  and  poets  have  intensified.  T  neglected  nothing  that 
untiring  indusfry  enabled  mo  to  see  ;  the  luxurious  cushions  of  ray 
gondola  affording  me  repose  and  amusement  in  my  transit  from 
place  to  place. 

There  was  only  on-  ihrafro  then  open,  and  some  of  my  evenings 
were  passed  there.  The  building  was  neither  spacious  nor  hand- 
some: tho  performances  not  of  a  very  high  order.  One  evening 
there  was  a  translation  or,  I  should  rather  say,  an  adaptation  of 
Sheridan's  'School  for  Scandal,'  iu  which  an  d'jiglish  playgoer 
would  have  found  difficulty  in  recognising  the  original.  In  a  kind 
of  romantic  drama,  reminding  me  in  some  scenes  of  the  beautiful 
parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  ami  in  olliers  of  Schiller's  'Robbers,' 
there  was  much  power.  It  was  tolerably  acted  and  vehemently 
applauded.  The  chief  actor,  a  young  and  well-favoured  man, 
appeared  to  rely  solely  on  his  energy  and  sensibility  for  success. 
He  did  not  appear  to  have  bestowed  a  thought  upon  the  influence 
that  birth,  or  age,  or  country  might  have  produced  on  the  ex- 
pression, of  passion.  How  unlike  the  probing  research  of  Talma ! 
There  was  no  character ;  no  difference  in  bis  several  performances 
beyond  the  dress  he  wore ;  nor  did  he  seem  to  have  made  grace  in 
tho  least  degree  the  object  of  his  study,  though  surrounded,  as  the 
student  is  here,  wilh  so  many  monitors  of  its  power.  With  so 
many  models  to  guide  flic  pupil  in  his  attainment  of  elegance,  the 
decency  of  gesture  on  this  stage  seemed  utterly  disregarded.  A 
jerking,  confined  movement  of  the  actor's  anus,  a  constant  ungrace- 
ful shifting  of  the  legs,  offended  the  eye  of  taste  :  but  with  all  his 
faults,  his  want  of  repose,  of  grace,  auds.liserhninat.ion  of  character 
(for  he  was  always  the  representative  of  himself),  ibis  player  from 
his  single  earnestness  and  ardency  took  a  stronghold  on  the  feelings 
of  his  auditors.  In  the  excess  of  rage  or  agony  of  grief  he  would 
almost  shriek,  and  his  voice  would  reach  a  degree  of  shrillness  that 
threatened  to  endanger  Ids  reteuiion  of  sympathy,  but,  the  moment 
of  peril  onco  successfully  passed,  tin;  die  el;  produced  was  powerful 
and  even  terrible.  The  studious  artist  will  "gather  honey  from 
the  weed,"  deriving  instruction  frcm  the.  imperfections  of  others, 
and  in  this  clever  actor's  performances  the  lesson  impressed  was 
the  enforcement  of  Shakespeare's  injunction— "In  the  very  torrent, 
tempest,  and  whirlwind  of  your  passion,  to  acquire  and  beget  a 
temperance,  that  may  give  it  smoothness." 

The  days  to  which  toy  sojuurii  here  was  restrie'ed  having  rapidly 
passed  away,  my  departure  for  riorrr.ee  could  no  longer  be  delayed. 
Jly  friend  Morenri  bad  been  faithful  to  Ids  promise,  and  my  course 
was  shaped  in  agreement;  wish  his  instructions.  It  was  dark  when 
I  arrived  at  the  palace  degraded  now  to  the  Office  for  Diligences 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


194  Macrcadifs  EcMhih-emecs.  Chap.  XV. 

where  I  was  lo  embark  for  Chioggia.  lYhen  I  entered  the  filthy 
packet  that  was  1  o  convey  mo  from  Venice,  the  moon  had  not  yet 
risen,  but  the  bine  sky  was  richly  spangled  with  stars,  and  the 
frequent  lights  from  the  palaces  and  buildings  on  the  Great  Canal 
gave  the  scene  a  most  lustrous  and  imposing  effect.  These, 
reflected  in  the  water,  and  the  lamps  of  the  gondolas  sometimes 
gliding  slowly  along,  now  darting  like  shooting-stars  across  the 
sight,  like  spirits  on  the  waters,  all  make  this  sea-born  city  a  place 
of  enchauti iic nt,  flow  very  regretfully  I  saw  the  vessel  pass  the 
magnilicont,  strictures  that  embank  the  canal  !  T  spread  my  cloak 
and  pillow  on  Hie  deck,  and  lay  along,  looking  alternately  from  the 
bright  heaven  above — where  now  the  moon,  ''apparent  queen," was 
shining— to  the  -water-,  the  islands,  the  bunks,  and  sea-marks  we 
were  slowly  passing,  and  with  a  heavy  heart  bade  a  long,  a  last 
adieu  to  Venice,  bearing  with  me-  recoiled  ions  of  delight  that  time 
cannot  efface  or  weaken.  At  t'crrara,  which  I  reached  hy  packet- 
boats  on  the  Adige  and  the,  To,  my  stay  was  short,  enabling  me  to 
see  no  other  ohjec.s  of  interest  Hum  the  prison  ol  Tasso,  the  tomb, 
house,  and  MSS.  of  Ariosto,  and  the  heavy  mass  of  the  Ducal 
Talacc,  rendered  mere  gloomy  by  the  remembrance  of  LordByron's 
'Parisina.'  Thence  to  bologna,  where  the  sculptures  of  John  ol 
Bologna  and  the  works  of  the  Canicoi  school,  especially  the 
pictures  by  Domcnichino  and  ("initio,  would  have  recompensed 
weeks  of  study  ;  but  two  days  were  ali  1  had  to  give  to  this  noble 
city.  The  square  leaning  lower  appeared  to  me  a  most  unsightly 
object,  calculate!1,  to  excite,  perhaps,  surprise  and  wonder  in  some, 
but  awakening  no  feeling  of  pleasure  in  (he  true  lover  of  art. 

In  my  progress  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  my  curiosity 
was  aroused  by  the  sight  of  a  woman  very  respectably  dressed  in 
mourning,  with  a  black  thick  veil  enveloping  her  person  and 
completely  hiding  her  face,  seated  on  a  low  slab  or  stool;  her 
head  bowed  down  implied  distress,  but.  the  decency  of  her  appear- 
ance did  not  warrant,  at  first,  view-  the  idea  of  utter  indigence. 
(In  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  her  long  continuance  in  the  same 
place  and  posture,  T  was  told  that  .she  was  i-  nr,a  w-ndiainlc  ver'jog- 
rivsaf  that  it  was  a  privilege  authorised  by  long  custom  for  an 
unfriended  woman,  overtaken  by  calamity  ainl  under  the  pressure 
of  poverty,  to  resort  for  one  day  to  ibis  mode  of  exciting  the 
commiseration  of  the  benevolent,  concealing  her  name  and  person, 
hut  that  beyond  the  day  she  was  not  entitled  to  the  indulgence. 
It  struck  me  as  a  custom  that,  in  its  tenderness  to  misfortune,  had 
something  of  delicacy  in  if,  affording  the  sulferer  a  chance  of  relief 
without,  tliii  humiliation  id'  exposure. 

At  a  day  theatre,  in  which  the  speclalors  sa.l  in  (he  open  air,  an 
Italian  version  of  Vol! aire's  -Zaire  '  was  performed.  T  arrived  only 
in  time  to  see  the  last  act.  The  Orasmin  was  a  bulky,  drowsy 
caricature  of  the  impassioned  Sultan  of  Jerusalem,  but  the  Zaire 
displayed  grace  and  feeling  that  made  me  regret  the  loss  of  her 
earlier  scenes.     It  was  at  Uologna  that  T  .saw,  for  the  only  lime  in 
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my  life  the  "  giuoco  <M  ballone."    I  paid  an  admission  fee  to  the 
court;  the  players  were  throe  or  four  on  a  side,    and  certainly 

astonished  mo  by  the  extraordinary  strength,  dexterity,  and  agility 
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My  journey  over  the  Apennines  by  vHturino  was  made  in  company 
of  a  most  repulsive  description,  and  under  a  degree  of  temperature 
that,  greatly  heightening  the  disitgreeablenoss  of  my  fellow- 
passengers,  made  Plorcnee  a  haven  of  delight,  as  I  took  posses- 
sion of  airy  rooms  in  my  oomforlnble  hotel"  on  the  Lung' Arno. 
Before  setting  out  next  morning  on  my  daily  tone  of  observation, 
I  was  surprised  by  the  servant's  delivery  of  a  small  packet  with 
my  name  inscribed,  liie  bearer  waiting  lot  an  answer.  Who  could 
possibly  know  mo  in  Plorcnee':'  was  my  immediate  thought.  I 
was  as  muck  amuse:!  as  t  had  bi:on  surprised,  on  opening  the'paeket 
which  contained  a  litde  MS.  hook,  very  legibly  and  carefully 
writfen;  the  first  page  of  which  I  ropy  verbatim; 

"On  the  auspicious*  arrival  in  Florence  of  most  distinct  and  illustrious 
nolle  gentleman,  Hir  Vwllirini  Jlacreaov,  inland,  the  academician  and  poet, 
Laurence  Yallnzani,  in  testimony  of  iii.s  dutiful  respect,  presents  to  your 
gentleman,  with  the  mot,:,  sincere  desire,  his  tdiowin^  pwtir  :1  compositions, 
Kith  hopes  that  vuur  ffiiiiiemi-u  will  not  (lis. bin  to  phi™  them  under  your 
powerful  protection,  and  nailers  himself  i ::.;-,  with  the  usual  gemo-ositv  of 
your  gentleman,  will  nor  fail  to  be  rewarded," 

This  was  the  introduction  of  three  sonnets  in  Italian,  the  first  of 
which,  '-Pel  felicc  arrivo  in  Firenze,"  began  thus: 

"Altno  Signor,  quest*  citta  di  Flora 
Lieta  a  coiiferta  e  jiiii  dell'  iisato, 
Poiehe  1'  aspetto  grave  e  iasiom  ben  gral.o, 
Di  ilia  gciitil  prcsenza  oggi  1'  onora." 

Inquiring  how  much  would  qualify  me  as  a  worthy  Maecenas  of 

this  poet,  1.  purchased  my  patron's  title  "1111  a  couple  of  francs, 
with  which  the  poor  fellow  was  well  satisfied.  This,  as  I  under- 
stood, was  his  moans  of  livelihood,  being  presented  with  the  altera- 
tion of  the  name  to  every  now  arrival. 

The  character  of  this  city  resembles  none  that  I  had  previously 
passed  through.  Even  in  presence  of  the  massive  structure,  with 
its  donjon-like  aspect,  of  the  Ducal  Palace  or  Palazzo  Vecchio, 
frowning  over  the  l.'iazza  which  it  overshadows,  1  should  say  that 
elegance  was  lis  di-imgu^'iing  peculiarity.     Even  to  the  p ■■■ 
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of  its  streets  there  is  a  neatness  and  o,  finish  rarely  observable 
elsewhere.  Move  than  a  fortnight,  was  busily  employed  by  rue 
in  this  delightful  depository  of  high  art,  storing  my  mind  with 
images  of  beauty  and  inlcivsi  that,  an;  si  ill  a  lively  enjoyment  to  me, 
To  enumerate  then]  "would  fill  a  volume.  Nothing  was  neglected. 
The  churches,  particularly  the.  Duouio  with  ils  baptistery  and  the 
Santa  Oroce,  the  galleries,  palaces,  museums,  rich  to  profusion  in 
the  various  arts,  opened  a  new  world  of  meditation  10  me;  but  the 
clays  were  too  short  fur  the  maniiold  subjects  oi'  study  and  observa- 
tion that  courted  my  attention,  several  of  which  hired  me  again 
and  again  to  their  inspection.  It  would  ho  a  languid  taste  that 
could  soon  be  wearied  villi  the  treasure;*  of  the  Gnlleriadi  Pirenae, 
among  which  "  the  statue  that  enchants  the  world,"  the  Medicean 
Venus,  is  the  primary  attraction.  I  confess  myself,  in  a  certain 
degree,  disappointed  in  it.  The  real  beamy  of  "  the  human  face 
divmo  "is  its  expression,  and  in  the  face  of  the  Venus  there  is  none, 
so  that  no  sentiment  is  awakened  beyond  the  pleasure  of  admiring 
its  well-adjusted  proportions,  the  accuracy  of  which,  however,  1 
have  heard,  is  disputed  by  some  anatomlsl.s.  The  Venus  of  Canova 
at  the  1'itti  Palace  is  a  graceful  figure,  with  a  gentle  compression  of 
tho  lips  as  if  suppressing  a  smile.  Bat  of  all  the  statues  I  have 
ever  seen,  the  Venus  of  iUilo  in  (do  Louvre  answers,  T  think,  to  the 
most  perfect  ideal  of  womanly  loveliness. 

1  copied  the  inscriptions  on  the  monument  of  Maceliiavelli, 
Michael  Angelo,  Galileo,  Alfievi,  and  others;  visited  the  different 
places  of  amusement:,  the  C.'asoine.  I  iuholi  Gardens,  and  the  theatres 
then  open.  At  the  Day  Theatre  I  saw  Goldoni's  comedy  of 
'  L'Aventuricre  Onorato,'  which,  being  very  wed  acted,  amused  me 
very  much.  Willi  Mill  mi's  poetry  so  frequent  in  my  thought,  and 
the  "  Anche  si  muove  ;'  of  the  Tuscan  artist  lie  celebrates,  1  could 
not  omit  to  visit  Fiesole.  I  drove  there  one  day  after  dinner,  but 
within  hall  a  mile  of  tho  town,  wishing  to  spare  the  horses  the  toil 
of  the  steep  ascent,  I  left  the  carriage  to  wair  for  me  in  the  road, 
and  briskly  made  my  way  up  to  the  convent  that,  above  Ficsolo, 
caps  the  Tory  summit  of  ihe  hill.  Attended  by  one  of  the  friars,  I 
went  over  the  wretched  garden,  through  the  dormitory,  into  the 
refectory,  where  tiic  supper  of  tho  monks,  a  slice  of  bread  and 
bunch  of  dried  grapes  for  each,  was  laid  out ;  and,  after  listening 
to  the  monk's  complaints  of  the  convent's  poverty,  1  left  a  gratuity 
for  the  few  brethren  there  anil  rushed  down  the  narrow  road  that 
led  mo  back  to  the  town.  It  was  then  twilight,  and,  seeing  tho 
cathedral  doors  open  before  me,  1.  did  net,  slacken  my  speed,  but 
bounded  in,  and  with  rapid  steps  had  reached  the  middle  of  the  nave 
before  two  persons  at  the  high  altar  were  aware  of  my  intrusion. 
One  was  a  priest,  who,  in  desecration  of  the  place  and  forgetful- 
ness  of  his  holy  0 nice,  was  in  the  act  of  kissing  a  young  woman. 
Startled  by  my  Midden  irruption,  he  ha.-t>ly  retreated  into  the 
sacristy  at  the  left  hand,  and  the  young  gin  flung  herself  upon  her 
knees  against  a  bench  at  the  rigid,  with  her  bead  so  bent  down  that, 
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as  I  walked  round  "the  church  and  passed  close  by  lier,  I  could  not 
get  a  glimpse  of  her  features.  When  I  had  nearly  regained  the 
door,  the  priest  returned  ;  whether  to  resume  his  devotional  exercise 
or  no,  I  did  not  stay  to  enquire.  It  was  a  jest  a  in  the  town,  which 
was  crowded  with  people.  Descending  [he  liil),  Isoon  reached  the 
carriage,  and  at  Florence  mcnrioii'.-d  the  strange  scene  I  had  wit- 
nessed. I  was  told  that  T  ought  to  make  the  l.Sishop  acquainted 
with  the  circumstance,  but  knowing  how  light  cccl.esinsticiil 
penances  generally  are,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  move 
further  in  the  matter. 

At  the  hotel  where  T  lodged,  T  had  tl.ie  pied  fortune  to  meet 
Conlyn,  with  wlioni  I  had  made  acquaintance  at  Talfourd's 
chambers.  We  were  on  the  same  route,  and,  as  he  preceded  me 
two  or  three  days,  we  agreed  to  meet  again  at  Naples.  Our 
intimacy,  ripened  into  friendship,  continued  through  many  years. 
Ho  went  out  as  Sir  liobert  Oonjyn  to  a  judgeship  in  India,  and, 
after  holding  the  oilice  of  Chief  Justice  of  .Uauras  for  a  consider- 
able period,  returned  10  Dngland  ulf.lj  a  very  good  fortune.  Tlio 
day  ofmy  departure  having  arrived,  1.  left  this  delightful  city  with 
the  courier ;  and  as  lie  had  oharge  of  the  mail,  my  journey  precluded 
all  attempts  at  delay,  so  that  the  interesting  tract  over  which  we 
passed  was  almost  a  dead  letter  to  me.  Of  Siena  1  saw  nothing 
beyond  the  great  square  and  the  exievior  of  the  cathedral,  and  had 
only  a  passing  glance  at  the  Lake  of  Cohena.  The  summer  heats 
were  not  yet  sufficiently  tempered  to  make  Home  a  safe  sojourn,  and 
I  therefore  took  advantage  of  Ike  courier's  early  start  to  limit  my 
stay  there  to  a  very  few  hours.  We  could  gain  but  partial  views 
of  the  country  from  our  carriage  windows,  so  that  beyond  the 
"impositumsaxislato  candtntibu.s  .Auxin-/'  "  the  modern Terraeina, 
the  conviction  that  we  were  on  the  track  of  the  Via  Appia,  and 
the  eight  of  the  identical  pavement  at  l'oruli  that  oneu  made  part 
of  it,  we  had  lit  He  :o  rouiind  us  of  Horace's  journey  to  Drulidusium, 
which  nevertheless  was  frequently  in  my  thoughts.  We  had  been 
cautioned  to  avoid  sleep  as  nnieli  as  possible,  particularly  over  the 
Pontine  Marshes;  and,  as  a  defence  against  the  malaria,  had 
frequent  recourse  to  sonic  strong  aromatic  vinegar  that  I  had 
procured  at  Florence,  The  mere  sigh!  of  the  unfortunate  creatures 
who,  in  the  service  of  the  posts  there,  brought  out  the  relays  of 
horses,  was  sufficient  to  create  uneasy  sensations  in  breathing  this 
postilcniialalmosphere.  Their  complexion  was  the  deepest  yellow, 
their  limbs  like  those  of  actual  skeiui.ons,  whilst  the  swollen  drop- 
sical stomach  was  protruded  out  of  all  proper! ion  with  the  rest  of 
their  emaciated  frame.  It  was  a  dismal  speetaelo,  bespeaking  a 
speedy  termination  to  a  life  of  miserable  endurance,  exciting  at 
once  pity  and  disgust,  from  which  it.  was  a  relief  to  escape. 

Arrived  at.  Naples  and  luxuriously  lodged  in  a  very  good  hotel 
on  the  Chiatamone,  commanding  a  full  view  of  the  Day,  that  in  its 

*  "Amur,  built  on  its  En-gleaming  cliffs." — Horace,  Sat.  i.  5.  26.— 
Ed.  Teaks. 
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beauty  even  surpassed  tny  l;ie.hly-WToue.Lt  expectations,  no  time 
was  lost  in  making  out  my  plans.  A  ifesh  hold  of  exploration 
opened  before  mo,  ami  with  iill  tho  ardour  of  a  discoverer  of  new 
regions,  I  entered  on  my  pursuit,  inking  in  due  turn  the  churches, 
palaces,  and  rei'iositiii-ii  s  <if  works  of  special  interest,  at  tLe  head  of 
which,  for  unrivalled  excellence,  abundance  and  variety  of  objects, 
stood  the  BIusco  1'orbonieo,  rich  in  the  antiquities  amassed  from 
Hcrculaneum,  Pompeii,  etc.,  and  In  the  marvellous  creations  of 
genius  from  tho  earliest  classic  times  down  to  the  glories  of 
mertiawal  art.  Ify  hours  of  business  (for  my  daily  rounds,  though 
a  labour  of  love,  were  treated  as  business  by  me)  were  agreeably 
diversified  by  tlie  acumiintnnces  I  formed  here.  Our  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  Naples,  Mr.  Hamilton,  was  most  kind  in  his  atten- 
tions to  me ;  no  loss  so  was  Lord  Kinnaird.  Mathias,  a  distant 
connection  of  ours,  the  well-known  author  of  the  'Pursuits  of 
Literature,'  described  in  t  'anniinr's  verse  as — 

"Thou,  the  nameless  b;.vi],  iv}iosc  honest  jn>al 
For  Law,  for  Morals,  for  tho  Public  Weal, 
Pours  down  iiuiioiiiMiis  on  thy  country's  toes 
The  stream  of  vcr.-t  an  J  iiri:iy-;j:i:-i]'ir:;,l  pyosc,"-- 

was  on  a  visit  to  Mr.  Otway  Gave,  and  introduced  mo  to  the 
hospitalities  of  that  charming  irnnily.  It,  was  at  dinner  with  Lord 
Kinnaird,  that  I  heard  the  startling  news  of  tho  suicide  of  Lord 
Londonderry.  As  a  minister  lie  was  unpopular,  and  would  have 
been  more  in  bis  proper  element,  I  fancy,  in  the  command  of  an 
army  than  at  the  Lead  of  a  cabinet  or  as  lender  et'  the  House  of 
Commons.  Ho  was  possessed  of  very  considerable  talent,  of  a 
very  gentlemanly  address,  and  such  undaunted  courage  that  ho 
illicit  have  been  classed  anion;;  tho  bravest  of  the  brave. 

From  this  dinuer-[arly  it  was  that  T  started  in  a  carriage  for 
Iiesina,  where  1  engaged  a  srnide  for  tho  ascent  of  Vesuvius.  Tho 
welis  at  Resina,  Portion  &c,  bad  been  1'ov  some  days  dried  np,  and 
the  usual  indications  of  an  eruption  near  at  hand  were  noticed 
with  anxiety  by  the  inhabitants.  Every  three  or  four  minutes 
volleys  of  red-hot  ashes  and  stones,  with  clouds  of  white  smoke  from 
the  crater,  were  shot  far  up  into  the  air.  There  could  not  havo 
been  abetter  time  for  a  visit  to  i he  volcano.  A  sure-footed  donkey 
carried  me  through  narrow  lanes  and  vineyards  over  tho  ragged 
tract  of  the  mountain  path,  and  wo  reached  our  resting-place  a. 
little  before  midnight.  It  was  a  region  of  desolation,  a  desert  of 
ashes  and  huge  blocks  of  lava;  a  wilderness  of  nature's  ruin 
without  one  speek  of  vegetation.  There  was  a  sort  of  hoxjiia;  or 
"  hermitage  "  as  it  was  called,— why,  I  do  not  know,  except  that 
two  jolly  fellows  in  monks'  frocks  receive  visitors  hero,  and  get 
well  paid  for  their  ministry  of  sour  wine  and  tepid  water,  which 
they  call  "  acgua  fruca."  I  was  shown  into  an  upper  room  fur- 
nished with  a  bed,  on  which  1  did  not  venture  to  lie  down.  The 
open  window  gavo  a  soil  balmy  air  delightful  to  the  sense,  and  a 
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view  of  the  sea,  the  surrounding  hills,  ami  the  city,  nil  spread  out 
underneath  itu  lie  bright  moonlight.  The  stillness  was  so  profound 
as  to  bo  really  Ml.  au.l  was  rendered  more  impressive  by  the  low 
and  hollow  murmur,  from  time  to  time,  of  voices  in  the  chamber 
beneath;  and  sometimes  more-  sol  en  ml  y  by  the  roaring  of  the 
mountaiii  above,  '*  whoso  grisly  top  belched  fire  ami  rolling  smoke." 
I  never  had  the  sense  o!'  solitude  as  on  that,  night  and  in  that 
room;  and  in  that  loneliness,  my  thoughts,  strangely  enough, 
wandered  to  my  home  and  those  1  loved  in  my  own  dear  country. 

After  a  time  I  fell  into  a  dose,  from  which  a  horrible  dream 
awoke  me  in  a  cold  perspiration.  Two  hours  after  midnight,  my 
guide  knocked  at  my  door  with  the  announcement,  "All  ready." 
1  remounted  my  donkey,  the  guide  walking  beside  me,  and  another 
man  leading  the  way  wiilia  torch,  over  ami  between  blocks  of  lava 
of  all  sims.  Nothing  hul  lava  and  ashes— the  scene  so  dismal,  as 
to  call  up  Thomson's  line,  "Horror  wide  extends  his  desolate 
domain."  At  a  certain  point  we  stopped  :o  light  our  torches,  the 
moon  being  now  so  low  in  the  heavens  as  to  cast  deep  shadows 
over  our  rugged  path,  and,  leaving  the  donkey  to  the  care  of  our 
assistant,  we  continued  our  uneven  and  stumbling  course  until  we 
came  to  the  foot  of  the  cone.  Here  I  gave  up  my  torch  as  a 
useless  encumbrance,  and  rushed  up  the  ascent  (which  seemed 
almost  pcrpendicn.ar)  of  loose  ashes,  that  gave  way  in  every  step 
I  made.  When  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  up,  1  stopped  to  rest 
myself  and  looking  down  the  "  vast  abrupt."  for  such  it  scorned,  I 
felt  nvy  head  turn  dizzy  wilh  the  height,  I  thought  I  must  give 
up  the  task  ;  but  not  liking  to  be  beaten,  I  set  to  again.  Again  I 
faltered,  and  again  pusu,.-il  on,  and,  at  best  reaching  the  margin  of 
the  crater,  I  rolled  along  upon  the  ground  in  a  state  of  most 
profuse  perspi ration,  ami  desired  niv  guide  1o  wrap  my  cloak  over 
me  that  I  might  recover  breath  and  strength.  The  position  and 
form  of  the  craters  have  of  late  years,  as  I  have  read,  been  by 
sundry  erupt  ions  entirely  altered  ;  hut  at  this  time  there  were  two, 
the  one  to  which  wo  attained  in  active  discharge,  the  other,  of  far 
more  extensive  circumference,  exlinot,  ami  exhibiting  Lore  and 
there  some  scanty  verdure  in  parts  of  it. 

After  a  little  rest,  which  was  most  grateful  to  me,  wo  made  our 
approaches  to  the  mouth  of  the  yawning  gulf,  and  went  so  near 
the  edge  of  the  crater  that,  as  the  red-hot  ashes  came  tumbling 
close  about  us,  my  guide  objected  to  remaining,  and  wo  took  lip  a 
position  a  Utile  more  distant.  The  moon  went  down  blood-red 
below  the  horizon  on  one  side,  ami  we  waited  to  see  the  sun  rite 
up  "in  glory  and  in  joy"  upon  the  other.  My  attention  was 
arrested  by  a  most  extraordinary  sound,  to  which  I  stood  listening 
for  sometime.  It  was  like  a  deep  and  heavy  sigh,  that  every  now 
and  then  breathed  out  from  the  depths  of  the  volcano,  as  of  the 
mountain  panting  from  exhaustion.  Inquiring  of  the  guide  what 
this  might  lie,  lie  informed  me  tha.t.  it  was  a  sound  that  was  heard 
every   morning   at    sunrise-,   when   the  mountain  was  in   a  stato 
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of  Bgitation,  It  was  with  a  feeling  akin  to  awe  that  T  lingered 
to  catch  each  return  of  this  mysterious  sound,  that  impressed  mo 
as  the  stifled  expression  of  pain  from  some  gigantic  prodigy  of 
nature.  My  summer  in  England  might  have  "Ln.- i:n  turned  to  good 
account  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  ■view,  hilt  the  memory  of  a 
spectacle  of  true  sublimity  like  this  was  a  treasure  of  thought  not 
to  be  computed  by  coin.  I  felt  grateful  for  the  indulgence  of  my 
wishes,  and  prepared  for  my  descent  with  extreme  reluctance. 
Tint,  fucHin  ffe-'-ii sii.«!  Faciti*,  indeed;  for  we  hail  only  to  give  our 
heels  to  the  loose  surface  of  our  downward  way,  and  in  two  or 
three  minutes,  laughing  all  the  time,  we  were  at  the  foot  of  the 
cone.  Leaving  the  customary  compliment  with  mine  hosts  of 
the  hermitage,  ami  parting  on  (rood  terms  with  my  donkey  and 
Salvatore,  my  guide,  at  Rcsina,  T  soon  ma'le  my  way  from  thence 
in  a  carriage  back  to  Chiatamone, 

My  evenings  not  spent  in  society  or  in  the  theatres  were  . 
usually  passed  in  a  lonely  row  on  the  Bay,  where,  letting  the 
boatman  go  at  will,  I.  could  observe  Ihe  frequent  outburst  of 
Vesuvius,  or  watch  ihe  deepening  siiadov.s.  on  the  surrounding 
shoves  of  Paitsibppo  and  !~ii!TC!iro,  and  the  distant  isles  of  Capri, 
l'rocida,  and  Isehia.  At  the  San  Carlo,  that  gorgeous  theatre, 
I  saw  a  mythological  liallet,  not  very  well  performed  ;  the  'Cene- 
rcntola'  at  the  Fondo,  a  ad  at  I. lie  Teat  to  Xuovo  a  lit  crnl  translation 
of  Murphy's  comedy  of  the  '  Way  to  Keep  Him,'  in  which  Love- 
moro  was  addressed  and  spoben  of  us  iMis-tor  Levy-more.  The 
actress  who  personated  the  widow  tielmouv  was  Ihe  same  accom- 
plished artiste  whom  T  had  seen  at  Bologna  in  Zaire.  She  was  the 
very  ideal  of  the  woman  of  fashion,  gay,  graceful,  and  altogether 
charming. 

My  tour  to  Prostum  by  way  of  Pompeii  was  made  in  company 
with  Comyn.  In  walking  through  ihe  streets  of  Pompeii,  the 
once  buried  city,  examining  the  amphitheatre,  almost  perfect,  the 
Forum,  theatres,  ami  private  dwellings,  in  marking  the  ruts  worn 
by  carriages  in  the  stony  pavement,  imagination  wanted  little  aid 
in  building  up  the  Roman  town  as  it  stood,  and  peopling  it  with 
the  busy  throngs  that  ae;os  since  gave  life  to  it.  Pompeii  presents 
a  history  Of  the  Roman's  social  .state  that  no  verbal  description 
can  equal,  and  is  to  the  antiquary  and  artist  an  inexhaustible 
treasury  of  instruction.  On  our  onward  route  we  were  several 
times  accompanied  by  Neapolitan  beggars,  running  for  more  than 
a.  milo  by  the  side  of  the  carriage,  and  pleading  in  significant 
dumb  show  their  necessities.  It  is  not  an  unusual  custom  for 
Italians  to  answer  your  questions  by  a  gesture,  if  limited  to  "  yes" 
or  "no  ;"  hut  the  Neapolitan  Las  a  silent,  buguiigo,  and  is  eloquent 
in  his  gesticulation.  Assuming  a  most  rueful  aspect,  tho  panto- 
mime of  his  limber  hamls,  alternately  waving  in  a  most  dejected 
manner,  pointing  to  his  open  mouth,  and  tapping  his  craving 
stomach,  distinctly  indicative  of  Ids  wants,  needed  no  in- 
terpreter.     But   translated   into    English    words   it  would   run; 
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"Illustrious  Signor,  I  nm  a  very  miserable  creature;  this  poor 
stomaeh  is  quite  empty;  put  something  into  my  open  mouth  to 
send  into  it ;  and  Heaven  will  row  sircl  you  ■"  With  this  mute  but 
expressive  action,  irresistible-  in  provoking  one's  laughter,  the 
persevering  suitor  seldom  fails  to  extort  tome  h:tj<xehi  from  one's 
charity. 

We  slept  at  Vietri,  and  with  (he  early  morning  drove  on  to 
Passtnm.  The  country  through  wliirh  wo  passed  appeared  utterly 
deserted,  as  if  (.lcj.ioiHilnt.ed  l>y  malaria.  The  three  magnificent 
temples,  so  grand  and  msj.  stie  in  their  solitary  state,  were  well 
worth  a  longer  journey,  I  was  never  before  so  impressed,  whatever 
the  criticisms  of  architects  may  advance,  with  the  beauty  of  fitness 
a  od  just  proportion,  a-  in  tlio  sight  of  tin  so  noble  monuments  of  a 
bygone  civilization.  On  our  way  home  we  reached  l'ortici  about 
noon,  and  were  invited  by  the  loiterers,  who  surrounded  our 
carriage,  to  see  what  was  shown  of  Herculaneum.  Unaware, 
or  not  remembering  that,  having  been  submerged  by  floods  of 
lava,  all  that  can  be  seen  of  it  is  excavated  from  the  subterranean 
rock,  we  followed  our  guide,  and  down  a  (light  of  steps  descended 
by  candle-light  to  the  vaulted  passages  cut  out  of  the  ancient 
theatre.  The  walls,  which  a,  little  scraping  showed  to  be  marble, 
were  streaming  with  moisture:  and  having  on  mo  no  heavier 
garment  than  a  light  cambric  muslin  jacket,  the  chill  seemed 
ro  strike  right-  through  me.  Tieing  aide  to  see  nothing  beyond  tho 
bits  of  wall  that-  the  candle  showed,  I  was  anxious  to  return,  but 
Comyn,  whom  a  co»p  ifwil  gem-rally  satisfied,  persisted  most 
provokingly  in  lingering  in  this  well  like  cavern.  1  afterwards 
learned  that  IJerculancum  was  the  best  friend  to  the  Neapolitan 
physicians. 

Returning  to  Naples,  wo  dined  together  at  a  traiioria  over  the 
bay,  amused  with  the  vociferous  oratory  of  Ihe  vendors  of 
maeearoni  and  water-melons,  who  kept  up  an  incessant  jabber 
in  extolling  the  excellence-  of  their  respective  objects  of  mer- 
chandise. Farting  for  tiie  night,  he  went  to  a  theatre,  and 
I  enjoyed  tho  beauty  of  the  evening,  watching  the  violent  explo- 
sions of  Vesuvius  on  the  smooth  waters  of  tbo  bay  till  nearly 
midnight.  But  tho  next  morning  I  awoke  in  great  pain  and 
seriously  indisposed.  Calling  in  the  course  of  tbo  day  on  Lord 
Kinnaird,  he  perceived  that  I  was  very  ill,  and  gave  me  the 
address  of  Jlr.  (afterwards  >ir  James)  (..'lark,  enjoining  me  to  send 
for  him  without  delay,  which  of  course  1  did.  I  was  laid  up  for 
many  days  with  a  bilious  fever,  and,  under  God,  owe  my  life, 
I  believe,  to  my  physician's  skilful  treatment  of  my  disorder. 
Tho  loss  of  time  and  strength  this  illness  cost  me,  obliged jiie  to 
give  up  several  objects  of  interest  T  had  reckoned  on  seeing,  and  T 
was  obliged  to  use  a  carriage  during  the  few  remaining  days  left 
me  in  Naples.  The  tomb  of  Virgil  T  could  not.  leave  unnoticed, 
and  from  it  continued  my  drive  through  the  grotto  of  Pausilippo. 
Under  my  windows  1  had  the  baleful  sight  of  the  Austrian  force 
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(then  in  occupation  of  (.lie  city,  ten  thousand  strong)  passing  in 
procession  to  the  Chapel  of  the  Virgin,  on  occasion  of  the  Frsta 
ddla  sua,  Nativilli.  Every  man'.s  uniform  was  padded,  and  some 
made  a  most  grotesque  appearance;  tin:  paddings,  intended  to 
give  a  stalwart  appearance  liy  the  prominence  of  The  chest,  in 
many  cases  went  down  to  the  lower  stomach.  I  could  not  help 
thinking  that  hair  Ihe  number  of  Englishmen  would  have  sent 
those  fellows  to  tito  right-about  in  double-quick  time.  There 
was  a  small  park  of  artillery  in  The  Toledo,  and  Austrian  uniforms 
in  every  street  exposed  the  humiliated  condition  of  the  govern- 
ment. I  felt  as  if  I  could  not.  recover  my  strength  hero,  and  had  a 
horror  of  being  buried,  should  I  die,  in  Naples. 

The  day  of  our  departure  was  fixed,  and  places  taken  to  liome 
with  the  courier  for  Oomyn  and  myself.  The  third  scat  was 
occupied  by  a  short,  tiiin  young  man,  with  very  li;rht  hair,  his  face 
marked  with  the  small-pox,  very  penile  in  Lip  manner,  with  a  shrill 
and  feeble  rone  of  voice,  whom  we  found  a  very  accommodating  and 
agreeable  travelling  companion,  a.nd  whom  through  all  his  after- 
life I  found  a  very  warm  friend.  It  was  William  Etty,  whose 
picture  of  Cleopatra  on  the  Cydnus  had  already  given  earnest  of 
the  elevation  he  subsequently  obtained.  Without,  any  particular 
adventure  wo  reached  Rome,  whither  my  thoughts  had  wandered 
long  before.  How  large  a  space  in  the  early  dreams  of  onr  imagi- 
nation is  tilled  with  the  events  of  its  stirring  history  1 — -and  hero  I 
was,  in  all  the  fervour  of  youthful  enthusiasm,  on  the  very  stage 
where  those  events  were  acted  !  This  high  delight  I  had  reserved 
as  the  climax  of  my  holiday's  enjoyment.  In  the  map  of  travel 
that  I  had  marked  out  myself,  here  was  "  the  butt,  the  very  sea- 
mark of  my  utmost,  sail."  I  took  a  very  snug  lodging  in  the 
Piazza  di  Spagna.  Though  now  much  at  ease,  with  tolerable 
fluency,  in  Italian,  I  si  ill  continued,  as  in  all  my  other  resting- 
places,  the  services  of  a  tutor.  My  Itoman  aid  was  a  literary  man 
recommended  to  mo  by  Mafliias,  whom  1  engaged  to  talk  with  me 
an  hour  every  day. 

1  should  till  a  volume  in  giving  a  catalogue  of  the  scenes  and 
works  of  art  thar  crowd  upon  the  attention  here.  It  is  enough  to 
say  that  with  redoubled  ardour  I  set-  myself  to  improve  the  oppor- 
tunities before  me.*  I  was  up  every  morning  with  the  first  gleam 
of  light  to  wander  over  the  Forum  and  its  precincts,  through  the 
Coliseum,  the  baths,  ihe  circuses,  temples,  and  sites  consecrated  to 
memory  by  poets  ami  historians.  \ijl  King  was  left  unobserved  or 
unstudied  that  came  within  my  reach,  from  the  interior  of  the 

*  Maereiidy's  copy  of  Vasi's  '  Itiaerario  di  Roma  '  (edition  of  1820)  h  now 

in  the  Editor's  v.e>K«««i:-.ti.  It  coni;aiu  abundant  jii'.nd'oi'  Ihe  ilili^eor-c  with 
which  he  went  over  Hume.  It  is  fall  nf  cute;  nad  obiiii'vations  in  Italian, 
carefully  written  in  ink  upon  the  mar-ins  of  the  pMJei,  run!  contains  hia 
remarks  on  picture.-,  nu'ii-Janijig   many  which   i.re   not  named  in  the  guide- 
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brass  ball  on  the  dome  of  St.  Peter's,  through  a  crack  of  which  I 
had  a  sight  of 

"Lati urn's  wiiln  domriin,  fcrlorn  and  waste, 
Where  yelliiw  Tjlmr  his  iie^lmrred  wave 
Mumimilly  lulls," 

to  the  secluded  fountain  of  Kgeria,  The  statues,  from  that  of 
Pompey,  at  whose  base  :'  great.  (.';n*ar  fell,"  to  that  mutilated  mass 
which  sops  by  Ihe  name  of  Tas<(uiu  (lint  which  is,  1  believe,  the 
remnant  of  a  group  either  of  Ibcmon  and  Ant  inline,  or  Menelaus 
and  Patrochis).  were  scanned  again  and  again  with  unsatiatcd 
interest ;  lint  the  two  that,  tool;  the  firmest  hold  of  my  attention 
and  admiration  were  the  A510II0  in  his  majesty  of  superhuman 
lieauty,  and  the  tiladiator  in  his  heroic  sufferance  of  the  death  that 
was  overshadowing  him.  'With  the  masterpieces  of  the  sister  art 
I  was  not  less  hi  miliar,  being  a,  frequent  attendant  at  the  Vatican 
and  the  many  galli/ries  enriched  with  the  works  ol  1,'aphael,  Gnldo, 
Michael  Angelo.  flomeniehino,  the  Oaraccis,  and  others,  feasting  my 
sight  with  the  beauty  they  have  bequeathed  us,  and  railing  lessons 
in  grace  and  expression  from  the  Icrms.  and  combination  they  have 
so  wonderfully  delineated. 

Among  the  portraits  were  two  that,  from  their  evident  veri- 
similitude and  the  tragic  histories  attaching  (o  them,  left  a  deep 
and  painful  impression  on  me.  These  were  the  Cresar  Borgia,  in 
the  Borghese  Palace,  by  Raphael,  and  the  Beatrice  Cenci,  in  the 
Barberini  Palace,  by  Guido.  The  iirst,  with  his  hand  upon  his 
dagger's  hilt,  in  Ids  handsome  swarthy  Italian  countenance  reveals 
a  capacity  for  mischief  that  has  rendered  his  name  supremely 
infamous,  whilst  the  mild  innocence  of  the  features  of  the  lovely 
Beatrice  seems  irreconcilable  with  the  perpetration  of  the  crime 
for  which  she  suffered  and  the  intrepidity  with  which  she  con- 
fronted her  accusers.  I  seemed  here  to  be  walking  iti  a  day-dream 
of  delight,  recalling  the  deeds  of  other  times,  standing  on  the  very 
spot  where  Cicero  might  have  fulminated  his  sentence  of  expulsion 
against  Caliline,  and  where  Yhginius  might  have  mltde  his  awful 
sacrifice.  Visions  of  the  past  rose  incessantly  before  mo.  The 
faces  of  the  antique  busts  and  statues  became  so  familiar  to  me 
thatComyn  used  to  say,  '-There  was  no  necessity  with  me  for  a 
catalogue."  We  dined  at  the  same  Unllorin.  meeting  almost  every 
day  at  dinner,  where  he  generally  saluted  mo  with  the  intimation 
of  the  number  of  galleries  he  had  "  knocked  off"  in  the  morning. 
Our  excursions  to  Tivoli,  Adrian's  Villa,  and  Horace's  Parm,  and 
to  Albano  and  Tnsctdum,  were  made  with  Mr.  Pemherton  Leigh 
(afterwards  J.ord  Kiogsdown).  The  pictures  of  iliese  places  wore 
photographed  on  my  memory  in  life- enduring  colours,  of  which 
words  could  make  no  copy. 

It  would  not  be  expected  that,  in  Rome,  the  effect  of  the  Catholic 
religion  on  the  popular  mind  should  escape  toy  notice.  Outward 
observance  wouht  he  judged  by  many  to  be  all  in  all  ioitspossciBqrs. 
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T  liavo  wnlchcd  (hose  who  came  to  pray  ai  31.  Peter's,  leaving  the 
shrines  before  which  they  had  been  kneeling,  approach  the  bronze 
figure  of  the  Prince  of  the  Aposilcs  (-aid  to  have  been  originally  n 
statue  of  Jupiter),  and  wiping  its  foot  with  their  cutis  bestow  their 
rle votioii.il  kisses  upon  it.  Themeia!  is  considerably  worn  by  these 
pious  tributes  ;  and  in  I  lie  church  of  St  a.  ilaria  delta  Minerva  is  a 
marble  statue  of  the  Saviour  hy  Michael  Aufrolo,  the  foot  of  which 
for  its  protection  and  further  preservation,  bas  been  encased  in  a 
sandal  of  brass,  go  much  of  it  having  been  worn  away  by  the 
pilgrims' kisses.  The  more  respectful  and  serious  demeanour  of 
the  I'ngltsh  and  "Irish  novices  is  pavlicularly  noticeable  in  contrast 
with  the  levity  and  air  of  indifference  with  which  the  Italians  go 
through  their  Aves  and  Paternoster.  Italians  will  sometimes  stare 
with  astonishment  al  their  enrapt.  earnestness,  and  observe  to  one 
another,  "E  un  Inglese."  One  evening,  at  the  theatre  of  the 
Marionettes,  in  the  course  of  the  pcHonuanee.  a  tinkling  bell  was 
heard  in  the  street;  the  curtain  was  instantly  lowered,  and  all 
present  in  devout,  silence  wen',-,  down  immediately  upon  their  knees. 
In  surprise,  I  inquired  of  my  neighbour  what  i  hat  might  be.  I  did 
not  directly  understand  her  whispered,  answer,  "E  il  Signor!" 
— which  she  explained  to  ine  as  the  Host  which  the  priests  were 
carrying  to  some  dying  or  sick  person.  These  ceremonial  oiiiecs 
did  not  tend  to  strengthen  mv  i'-iiih  in  the  depth  of  religious  feeling 
in  Italy. 

My  days,  that  had  been  so  industriously  and  happily  employed, 
were  now  drawing  to  a  close.  My  leave  el  absence  would  soon 
expire,  and  my  return  lo  England  could  no  longer  he  delayed. 
With  what  reluctance  I  prepared  for  my  departure,  the  following 
extract  from  my  jom-mil  will  explain : — 

"Gather  lltli,  1&22. — In  a  lew  hours  I  shall  leave  Home.  The 
heaviness  and  despondency  1  feel  arc  not,  I  trust,  a  presage  of  ill  to 
come,  hut  ihere  is  a  weight,  on  my  spirits  I  si. rive  in  vain  to  shake 
off.  It  is  like  a  foreboding  that,  in  the  balance  of  life's  good  and  ill, 
the  future  will  have  much  to  set  elf  agah^t  the  enjoyment,  of  the 
past.  I  have  been  able  here  to  free  myself  from  all  the  cares  and 
annoyances  which  nib  in  decree  ehe:|tii  r  the  most  fortunate  con- 
ditions, and  have  allowed  iny  time  to  glide  away-  -how  swiftly  it 
has  passed! — in  pleasing  speculations  and  delicious  reveries  on 
things  and  names  gone  by.  I  am  recalled  to  the  duties  and  serious 
realities  of  the  world,  and  must  bciiceforth  make  reputation  and 
interest  the  objects  of  my  eager  aim.  This  morning  I  revisited  for 
a  last  farewell  the  various  plain  s  which  have  been  familiarized  to 
me  by  my  frequent-  rarabhs  and  mediations.  From  the  Pantheon, 
where  I  ruminated  over  the  ashes  of  [iapbael  and  Armibal  f'araeci 
—from  Michael  Angelo's  grand  and  pensive  staluc  of  the  Saviour 
in  the  church  of  Sin.  Maria,  I  proceeded  to  the  Capitol  to  copy  the 
inscription  on  the  urn  of  Agrippina.  I  descended  to  the  Forum, 
taking  my  last  view  between  the  Senate  House  and  the  Tarpeian, 
and  made  the  circuit  of  the  Palatine  ;  entered  once  more  the  Ooli- 
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scum,  and  lingered  am  on;;  :':s  iinj.oiinl  rains  till  compelled  to  leave 
them.  It  "'its  with  regret  amounting  almost  to  pain,  tliat  I  took 
leave  of  these  incentives  lo  high  thought.  But  to  have  been  in 
Eome  is  something  a  possession  among  memory's  treasures  for 
which  the  ordinary  pleasures  of  iho  have  no  equivalent  I  cannot 
moreover  forget  the  prison  of  Tasso,  the  birthplace  of  Livy,  and 
the  grave  of  "Virgil,  where  my  homage  has  Leon  paid.  T  have  sailed 
on  tho  Adriatic  and  the  .Mediterranean,  am!  the  single  conscious- 
ness of  where  I  then  was  lias  been  a  reflection  of  self-gratulation 
to  me.  I  have  i  bought,  as  I  walked  through  the  silent  and  deserted 
ruins  of  the  Queen  of  Cities,  the  once  '  mistress  of  tho  world,  tho 
scat  of  empire,  the  delight  of  gods,'  that  the  mighty  spirits  who 
raised  her  to  her  pinnacle  oiuin.iinala  A  glery  bad  walked  and  mused 
upon  the  very  spot  when;  T  Iheu  I  rod.  This  is  some  consolation 
that  these  grai.iliealious  have  been  and  will  be  mine  while  life 
lasts : 

.    'Not  fate  ftM'lf  [ij:»i]  1  >i i'  |i:i-t  lias  power, 
But  wh.it  lias  Ijpi'ii  !;,'[.-;  uc(;!i,  ami  1  hive  had  my  hour.'" 

My  plan  of  return  was  unavoidably  altered.  T  had  calculated  on 
presenting  my  letter  of  introduction  to  Lord  Byron  at  Pisa,  and 
making  a  short,  stay  there  on  my  way  to  Cenoa  .;  but  on  account  of 
some  injury  to  the  road,  which  would  require  time  for  repairing, 
the  pussage  was  closed,  and  I  was  forced  to  re-tread  my  slops  by 
way  of  Bologna.  This  was  a  grievous  disappointment,  as  I  had 
counted  much  on  seeing  the  noble  poet  in  whuse  works  I  was  so 
deeply  read.  An  English  physician,  Dr.  Crawford,  whom!  met  at 
Florence,  was  on  his  way  to  England,  and,  joining  company,  wc 
took  our  homeward  course  in  a  sra/fi-rei  from  Lol'igna  through 
Modena  and  l'eggio  to  Parma,  where  wc  rested,  and  profited  by 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  beautiful  oa-el-pictures  and  frescoes 
of  Corrrggio,  and  the  wooden  theatre,  said  to  he  the  largest  in 
Europe,  and  which  certainly  is  ibe  most.rcn:arl;able  lor  its  wonder- 
ful transmission  of  sound.  From  Parma  to  Piacenza,  where  the 
Po  is  crossed  by  a  bridge  of  boat.-,  our  next  resting-place  was  Lodi, 
made  famous  by  the  desperate  passage  of  the  brieve  over  the  Adda, 
one  of  the  most  daring  exploits  in  niililary  history,  performed  by 
Napoleon  liuonnparte  ami  Tifassemi  at  the  head  of  their  grenadiers 
in  (ace  of  the  Austrian  army. 

We  reached  Milan  the  same  night,  in  time  to  be  present  at  the 
performance  of  a  grand  serious  ballet  at  the  bcala,  where  a  pan- 
tomimist,  called  l'elteviua,  famous  throughout  Italy,  acted  the 
principal  character.  The  story  has  been  dramatised  with  some 
alterations  by  Hannah  More  in  her  tragedy  of '  Percy,' and  was 
probably  suggested  by  Lioreaocio's  tale  of  Gisrucnda  audGuiseardo. 
The  heroine  has  been  compelled  to  many  a.  nobleman  during  the 
absence  of  her  lover  in  the  Holy  Land,  who,  on  his  return,  falls  a 
victim  to  the  infuriate  jealousy  of  the  husband,  and  not  satisfied 
with  this  revenge,  the  implacable  hus'-.and,  to  glut  his  hatred,  sends 
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from,  the  field  of  combat  her  lover's  heart  to  her  enclosed  in  a 
golden  case.      The  grace,  intelligence,  ami  emotion  expressed  in  her 

attitudes  and  gestures  riveted  rtt.tcnf.imi  ih  rough  on  r. ;  but  the  elTeet 
of  her  acting  in  the  scene  where  she  receives  the  mysterious 
present,  was  beyond  what  T  have  over  seen  produced  by  similar 
means.  With  a  foreboding  of  its  contents,  most  distinctly  ex- 
pressed, she.  hesitated  in  opening  the  cas';ot,  and  her  look  and 
still'eiied  attitude  of  horror  when  tlie  apnaliin g  truth  was  disclosed 
was  actually  thrilling!  1  covered  my  iH.ee with  my  hands, so  much 
was  I  affected  by  the  tragic  power  of  this  extraordinary  artiste. 
Unless  I  had  witnessed  the  performance,  T  could  not  have  believed 
that  mere  mute  expression,  without  the  aid  of  language,  could 
have  worked  so  powerfully  rui  the  Feelings.  The  next  morning 
Dr.  Crawford  invited  me  to  accompany  him  to  the  Ospedale 
Maggie-re,  to  the.  Curator  of  which  lie  had  a  letter.  It  wasatruly 
noble  establish n lent  ;  the  cleanliness  and  quietude  -were  remark- 
able.     We  walked  through  the  extensive  and  wejl  ventilated  wards 

of  the  male  patients,  where  the  beds  were  ranged  at  convenient 
distances  on  either  side  ;  not  a  word  was  spoken,  nor  a  sound 
beyond  that  of  our  own  foot  steps  heard  to  disturb  the  stillness. 
From  there  we  crossed  the  courtyard  to  the  women's  ward.  There 
is  to  mo  no  sound  in  nature  move  sweet  than  that  of  woman's 
voice,  and,  impressed  wiih  ihat  holi,  f.  J  shall  not,  be  thought  reflect- 
ing on  the  sex  when,  adopting  Shakespe,  ire's  die  turn,  "  the  sweetest 
honey  is  loathsome  in  its  own  deliciousness,"  I  could  wish  for 
moderation  even  in  what  might  lie  most  charming.  On  opening 
the  door  the  clatter  that  bir^t  upon  our  ears  from  the  double  row 
o!"  invalid  beds  made  such  n.  liabel.  that  «  were  glad  to  shut  it 
and  escape  from  the  din  that  might  be  called  a  chorus,  but  which 
certainly  was  not  a  "  harmony  of  tongues." 

On  to  Turin,  where  I  had  i.imc  to  go  through  the  royal  gallery, 
in  which  are  many  fine  pictures;  anion;*  them  the  Vandyke  por- 
traits of  the  Sl.tniri.  family  pariicularly  engaged  my  notice.  The 
triple  portrait  of  Charles  I.,  sent  to  Italy  lor  Jleiuini  to  model  a 
statue  from,  showed  the  uniulelleetual  character  of  the  face  as  I 
hadnever  before  remarked  it.  In  the  courier's  mail-carriage,  a  very 
comfortable  sort  of  conveyance,  my  journey  was  continued  over 
Mont  On  is  in  a  violent  snow-storm,  Ly  no  means  an  agreeable 
transit  to  Chambery.  LesCliarniettes,  the  residence  of  J  can, [acq  ees 
Rousseau  and  Madame  do  Warens.  I  visited,  but  entertaining  no 
sympathy  with  the  oee.oupanrs  that  have  made  Die  place  an  object 
of  public  curiosity.  Tin.'  profound  lb ought,  the  eloquence  and  de- 
scriptive power  of  'Ronssoiui,  cannot  reconcile  me  to  his  disregard  of 
the  first  social  obligations;  but  whilst,  I  read  with  disgust  his 
violation  of  them,  and  his  repudiation  qf  nature's  claims,  Pity  lifts 
"her  soul-subduing  voice  "  in  the  doubt  that  arises  of  his  perfect 
sanity.  He  has  left  great  utterances,  and  taught  in  words  the  wisdom 
he  could  not  prove  and  illnslraic  by  practice.  Arriving  at  Geneva, 
I  went  to  1'emey,     The  house  of  Voltaire,  and  his  licd-room,  said 
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to  bo  left  exactly  as  in  his  lifetime,  with  the  pottrait  of  Le  Kain 
opposite  to  iiis  beil,  could  not  fail  to  give  mutter  for  much  reflec- 
tion. If  .ill  he  wrote  had  been  written  in  the  spirit  of  his  romance 
of  •  Zadig,'  what  a  benefactor  to  mankind  his  mighty  genius  would 
have  made  him  '.  The  diligence  look  me  lo  l'ijon,  where  I  slept, 
and  the  next  morning  went  at  the  earliest  business  hour  to  the 
bankers  to  change  my  last,  hiilit  <tt  hui,(pi-e.  On  my  way  back  I 
turned  into  a  very  handsome  cn.fi,  and  ordered  breakfast.  At  a 
table  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  room  was  a  gentleman  whose 
features  1  instantly  recognised. 

How  often  one  may  hear  from  Englishmen  Indiscriminate  abuse 
of  the  French  character  1  In  con  versa.;  ion  once  wit  h  (ravage  Eandor, 
I  remember  making  some  observation  en  the  very  general  diffusion 
of  taste  in  France,  when  I  was  interrupted  by  the  grand  old  poet 
with,  "  Sir,  the  French  are  all  scoundrels  !"  It  was  with  difficulty 
J  restrained  myself  from  laughing  out  nt.  this  brusque  universality 
of  condemnation  ;  hut  I  regret  to  think  that  many  Englishmen 
totally  unaci|iiainted  with  I'Yanee  and  Erenchiuen  would  be  found 
readily  disposed  to  endorse  the  libel.  J.  can  remember  when  the 
Honse  of  Commons  would  hear  with  the  silence  of  indifference,  if 
not  of  acquiescence,  the  monstrous  dogma  which  the  bigot  ignorance 
of  members  has  laid  down,  that  the  French  and  English  wero 
natural  enemies:  an  implied  arrangement  of  the  Creator,  whose 
attribute  is  love,  at.  once  as  impious  as  ii.  is  absurd.  Englishmen  in 
visiting  France  too  often  neglect  the  needful  study  of  the  language, 
and  in  consequence  expose  themselves  to  embarrassment  and  in- 
convenience, which  they  resent,  in  their  vituperation  of  a  people 
whose  style  and  address  are  usually  allowed  to  be  most  courteous 
and  conciliatory.  31  y  own  experience  of  them  would  justify  me 
in  maintaining  politeness  to  be  a  national  characteristic.  Nor  is 
kindness  of  heart  a  quality  less  native  to  them  than  urbanity  of 
manner:  an  interesting  proof  of  this  was  aliorded  nie  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  gentleman  whum  I  hail  noticed,  after  a  few  minutes 
casting  his  eyes  to  my  side  of  the  room,  started  up,  and  exclaim- 
ing "  Oh  !  Monsieur  Maeready !"  rushed  over  I  o  me  and  embraced 
me  with  the  most  gt  nuine  cordiality.  It  was  31  onsicur  Gnillaumc, 
one  of  my  young  I'Yench  rnmpnip'n.-is  dr.  i«iy<"j:.,  whom  I  had  parted 
with  at  Milan  in  the  early  summer,  lie  sat.  at  my  table  while  I 
breakfasted,  and  not  all  the  resistance  and  remonstrance  I  could 
make  availed  to  prevent  him  irnm  discharging  my  account.  He 
insisted  that  T  should  be  "  his  guest. i:  whilst,  in  Dijon.  His  family 
were  still  in  the  country,  but  he  took  me  to  his  house,  an  extremely 
handsome  one,  left  in  the  care  of  a  servant,  accompanied  me  to  the 
Museum,  entertained  me  at.  the  principal  miiimii,!  with  a  rechtrcl,e 
dinner,  and  walked  or  sat  with  me  to  the  hour  of  my  departure, 
nine  at.  night,  when  he  shook  hands  with  me  as  T  took  my  seat  in 
the  diligence  for  Paris.  I  had  given  him  my  address  in  London, 
where  he  promised  to  see  me,  and  where  I  had  hoped  to  .renew 
our  intimacy;  but  it  was  not  fated  that  we  should  ever  meet  again 
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This  unexpected  rencontre  is  a  very  pleasing  remembrance,  and  it  is 
a  small  return  in  recording  this,  among  many  instances  of  spon- 
taneous friendliness,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  kindly  spirit  and 
amiability  of  disposition  ia  Frenchmen,  of  which  I  have  had  such 
large  experience. 

Arrived  at  1'aris,  I  took  up  my  quarters  at  my  old  hotel,  line 
Stc.  Ilyaeiuthe,  and  at  the  i^hft  d'hoiy.  fell  into  conversation  with 
an  Lnglishnian  just  come  from  London,  who,  in  Riving  me  news  of 
the  theatres,  amused  mo  with  what  1  conceived  his  blundering  si  a.te- 
ment  of  having  seen  Young  in  Hamlet  at  .Diary  Lane.  I  begged 
leave  to  correct  him.  assuring  him  it  was  not.  possible,  and  that  lie 
must  mean  Covcnt  Garden,  ire,,  however, .persisted,  and  I  reso- 
lutely in  my  own  mind  persuaded  myself  lie  was  mistaken.  There 
had  been  lor  many  years  an  understanding,  if  not  a  direct  cove- 
nant, between  the  managers,  that  im  performer  leaving  one  theatre 
should  be  engaged  at.  the  other  iml.il  after  the  expiration  of  a  year. 
The  knowledge  of  this  (unjust)  oteopact  gave  me  confidence  in  my 


'  Sylla'  was  the  phy  at  the  Theatre  f'raneais,  where,  of  course 
I  hastened  to  obtain  (he  best  place  for  seeing  (he  great  French 
actor.  The  play  itself  is  meagre  in  incident,  deficient  in  pathos, 
prosaic  in  its  language,  and,  indeed,  restricted  in  its  apparent  aiais 
to  the  single  purpose  of  developing  the  character  of  Sylla.  Tn 
the  success  of  this  attempt  the  author,  Jony,  has  been  greatly 
aided  by  the  genins  of  Talma,  the  reality  of  whose  impersonation 
justly  entitled  him  to  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  poet's 
preface:  "  Jl  n'est  point  aeleur;  il  nc  portc  ni  la  pourprc  ni  le 
diademe  de  theatre  :  i!  vit  ehaque  jour  pendant  deux  henres  de  la 
vie  dn  perso nn a;-!-  qn'il  reptcsuii.e.  Jamais  transformation  ne  fut 
phis  complete."  Having  ialently  watched  hiiu  throughout  his  per- 
formance, I  can  readily  subscribe  tn  this  eulogism.  1  lis  entry  on 
the  stage,  in  the  dignified  ease  of  his  deportment,  bespoke  a  con- 
sciousness of  power  that  arrested  at  oncet.be  attention  and  interest 
of  the  beholder.  In  his  attitudes  and  manners  there  was  nothing  of 
the  rigidity  and  visible  preparation  of  Kemblo  ;  his  address  was  that 
of  one,  to  whom  the  tone  of  eoatmanil  was  too  familiar  to  need 
strain  or  effort.  His  pride,  too  lofty  to  be  betrayed  into  violence 
displayed  itself  in  bis  calm  disdain  of  the  "lioniains  de  gene  res."' 
To  the  dependent,  kings,  the  mutinous  people,  or  the,  infuriated 
Valerie,  lie  preserved  the  same  unperturbed  demeanour.  The 
heroic  bearing  wilh  which  he  tendered  his  sword  to  the  conspirator. 
Claudius  was  in  the  same  lofty  scorn  of  death,  the  same  confidence 
in  bis  destiny.  It.  was  only  when  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  his  own 
conscience  that  he  appeared  to  feel,  and  confessed  the  insufficiency 
of  greatness  to  give  peace.  Tn  fhe  disturbed  sleep,  haunted  by 
the  vision  of  his  slaughtered  victims,  which  followed  his  soliloquy, 
he  awed  the  audience  info  a  deaib-tiko  stillness.  The  crowning 
act  of  his  public  life,  his  aklicarion,  was  in  accordant  tone 
with   the   haughty   indifference   to    his   servile   countrymen   that 
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had  marked  his  career  of  greatness ;  and  his  dignified  utterance 
of  the  line, 

"  3'ai  gonvern6  sans  peur,  et  j'abdiqne  sans  crainte  I™ 
was  a  fitting  climax  to  llio  character  so  nobly  and  consistently 
maintained.  The  toga  sat  upon  him  as  if  it  had  been  his  daily 
costume.  His  coill'mo  might  have  been  taken  lioin  an  antique 
bust;  but  was  in  strict  resemblance  of  Isupuleon's.  It  was  re- 
ported that  several  passages  bait  been  shuck  out.  of  the  text  by 
the  censor,  under  the  apprehension  of  their  application  by  the 
Parisians  to  the  exiled  emperor,  and  an  order  was  said  to  have 
been  sent  from  the  polici;  forbidding  Talma  to  cross  his  hands 
heinnd  him,  the  ordinary  habit  of  JS'ap'deon.  .Such  were  the  era 
dils  of  the  day  ;  but  they  detracted  nothing  from  the  consummate 
skill,  displayed  by  this  great  actor  in  bis  personation  of  the  Roman 
Dictator,  it  was  tbe  perfection  of  the  art.  raising  it  to  an  in- 
tellectual level  with  tbe  .sculptor's  or  painter's  conceptions,  and  for 
current  value  wan  tine:  only  a  medium  more  tenacious  llian  memory 
whereon  to  stamp  the  fidelity  of  its  portraiture. 


CIIAPTEE  XVII. 

1822-J82". — t!,^i:m-!]K'i>mi-nt  of  Oi.Viint,  finrdrii  strisnii  f>iif.=il*s  'Huguenot' — 
Wolsey  in 'Henry  VIII.'— 'King  Jdiin'.-JIiss  Jlitford's  '  Julian'— Shylock 
— Si/i-L'ssiun.  1'nan    C.vi.nt    <Iavdun — fhigag.iini'rif.    to    iriiiryy  -Jirrces    with 

Elliston    to  net  at   Druiy  L;:nc — ]'r::i-. !:■::].! I    nr:;;^-:- ]'.■;     IJiijijJ    j.jurney 

from  Sou'.h-.mplon  i.u  M.niiio-c— The  sLcvv  of  tin:'  rhild  jrscud  from  the 
five— 'Virginias'  at  Kendal— Tour  in  the  Lu-I^b  Luke  con ntn- Visit  to 
Wordsworth  at  Kydid  Mount— York— Mnsicul  fetivid— first  season  at 
Drury  Lane — Meeting  of  future  wife  and  sister. 

Mr  engagements  not  allowing  me  to  prolong  my  stay  in  Paris,  I 
arranged  for  my  departure  iho  next  day;  but  iirst  went  to  a 
reading-room  in  the  lino  do  la  i'ai.v  to  learn  what  had  been  doing 
in  the  London  theatres  during  lay  absence.  To  my  astonishment, 
indeed  it  was  with  dismay,  L  read  in  the  Courier  that  Emery  was 
dead,  and  that  Ymmg,  Miss  Stephens,  ami  Listen,  had  seceded 
from  Covciit  Garden  and  were  engaged  by  Idhsiou  at  Drury  Lane, 
where  crowded  houses  were  in  nightly  conlrast  with  the  deserted 
benches  of  the  oilier  theatre.  Lut  tliere  my  lot  was  cast,  and  to 
join  this  impoverished  company,  stripped  of  so  many  of  its  ablest 
supporters  and  Kind;  in  public  opinion.'!  vas  under  bond  to  go. 
It  was  with  a  feeling  of  extreme  dejection,  indeed  of  hopelessness, 
that  I  set  out  on  my  journey.  My  anticipations  fell  short  of  the 
actual  state  in  which  I  found  the  theatre  on  my  arrival.  The 
incapacity  of  the  ('event  Garden  Committee,  in  contrast  with  the 
jioliey  of  Mr.  Harris  and  tho  enterprise  and  tact  of  Llliston,  had 
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irreeovcrohly  developed  itself.  Tor  an  inconsiderable  weekly  sum, 
they,  the  committee,  had  parted  with  three  of  their  most  popular 
performers,  and  enabled  tlie  rival  bouse  to  array  against  tiiolr 
weakened  forces  a  company  comprising  tho  names  of  Koan,  Young, 
Mundcn,  List  on,  Dowton,  J'iliiston,  Terry.  Harley,  Knight,  Bliss 
Stephens,  Madame  Yestris,  Mrs.  Orger,  Mrs.  1  >avison,  &c,  &c. 
The  result  was  what  could  only  be  expecled.  Drury  Lane  was 
the  fashion,  and  Oovent:  Carden  was  literally  a  desert.  A  few 
months' experience  was  sufth'ient  to  convince  the  committee  of  their 
inaptitude  for  the  task  they  had  undertaken,  anil  of  the  fallacy  of 
Charles  K.omhle's  rcp>'esonlai  ions  and  advice.  'J'liey  accordingly 
wished  Mr.  Harris  to  resume  the  ennduet.  of  the  theatre,  which  he 
declined,  on  the  reasonable  plea  that  they  had  broken  up  bis 
powerful  company:  and  holding  them  to  their  written  undertaking 
to  sign  the  lease  agreed  upon,  a  suit  in  Chancery  was  Hie  conse- 
quence, which  teirninateil  in  the  bankruptcy  of  the  concern.  Jn 
the  meantime,  my  engagement  held  me  fast,  and  my  first  ap- 
pearance for  the  season,  with  very  indifferent  support,  was  made, 
November  13th,  lSlii',  in  '  Othello'  which,  with  the  eonihinalion  of 
Young  and  Koan,  was  acting  to  a  inn  of  overflowing  houses  at 
Drury  Lane.  At  this  time  my  eldest  sister  was  induced  by  my 
pressing  representations  to  take  up  her  ahn:},;  with  me.  I  had 
made  the  same  proposal  to  my  younger  sister,  bnt  ineompatibility 
of  temper,  which  did  not  prevent  its  from  remaining  friends,  was  a 
barrier  to  such  a  permanent  arrangement. 

The  anxiety  of  Shcil  to  bring  forward  his  tragedy  of  'The 
Huguenot'  led  him  to  hope  that  in  some  rising  actress  ho  might 
find  a  successor  to  Miss  U'XeiJl,  who  conltl  sustain  the  heroine's 
part  in  his  play;  and  with  this  view  lit;  had  requested  mo  to  give 
what  instruction  I  could  to  Miss  F.  II.  Kelly.  Tn  consequence  1 
had  tutored  Iter  in  the  part  of  Juliet,  which  character  she  success- 
fully repeated  several  nights  to  good  houses  at  Co  vent  Garden. 
But  of  acting  may  be  said  what  ^coft  has  said  of  poetry,  it  is  "the 
art  unleaehahle,  untaught."  Iter  sulisei|ucnt  efforts  did  not  keep 
pace  with  the  e.M  of  her  tMb»t.  '  The  Huguenot'  was  produced 
with  a  very  feeble  cast,  and  though  the  part  of  Polignac  was 
among  my  most  powerful  personations,  the  play  sank  for  want  of 
due  support.  Abbott  was  not  perfect  in  the  words  he  had  to 
speak.  A  ehaniclcr  intended  for  Young  was  Assigned  to  Jiartley, 
a  comic  actor,  and  Yates,  in  his  appearance  as  the  ehivalrie  rival 
of  roligiiac,  excited  a  roar  of  laughter  from  his  resemblance 
to  the  Jew,  little  Isaac  Menrloza.  This  was  the  best  of  Shell's. 
dramatic  works,  and  deserved  a  better  fate. 

The  production  of  'King  Henry  VIII.'  (January  15th,  1823) 
gave  me  the  opportunity  of  studying  Cardinal  Wolscy,  at  which 
I  laboured  with  uureniilling  diligence,  and  which  lias  remained 
among  my  most  favourite  Siiake.-pearJm  assumptions.  '  King 
John  '  was  tho  next  play  of  Shakespeare's  that  added  another 
character  to   my  list.     Kemble's  reputation  in   this  part   had 
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reference  chiefly,  if  not  exclusively,  to  the  grand  scene  of  John's 
temptation  of  Hubert.  On  this  I  bestowed,  of  course,  my  utmost 
pains,  but.  brought  also  into  si i i:-np:  tilid'  that,  in  which  the  toward 
monarch  endeavours  t>i  shift  his  omi  criminality  on  Hubert,  a 
scone  to  ■which  Komble,  in  his  impressive  representation  of  the 
part,  had  neglected  to  give  prominence,  II:  was  in  this  play  that 
Charles  Kemble  appeared  to  very  great  advantage.  Ilia  handsome 
person  answered  to  the  heroic  idea  of  I'aitieonbridge,  and  his  per- 
formance of  the  character  was  most  masterly. 

A  tragedy  by  Miss  Mil  ford,  entitled  '  Julian,'  acted  March  15th, 
had  but  moderate  success:  the  Covent  Carden  company  was  no 
longer  equal  to  the  supporl  el'  plays  containing  several  characters. 
The  authoress,  in  her  dedication  of  her  play  to  me,  was  profuse  in 
her  acknowledgments  ami  compliments,  but  the  performance  made 
little  impression  and  was  soon  forgotten. 

The  only  remaining  event,  of  interest  to  me  was  rny  first  essay 
in  the  part  of  iSliylock,  which  I  acted  with  the  playful  jic/iie 
comedy  of  'Matrimony'  for  my  benefit  to  a  crowded  house  on 
May  13th,  182o.  The  audience,  ever  disposed  to  look  with  favour 
oti  my  sit  tempts,  were  most;  liberal  in  their  applause,  but  I  was  not 
satisfied  with  1he  execution  of  my  conception,  w  itich  the  study  of 
after  years  very  greatly  improved. 

The  season  had  been  to  me  one  of  perplexity,  disquiet,  and 
irritation,  much  of  which,  as  I  now  perceive,  was  attributable  to 
the  excitability  of  my  own  undisciplined  temperament.  Had  I 
possessed  the  impassive  prudence  of  Young,  the  endeavour  of  the 
committee  to  .impose  on  me  a  contract  different  from  my  rightful 
one  would  have  been  quickly  and  quietly  foiled,  but  my  own  im- 
patience of  wrong  lent  ihem  aims  against  me,  and  whilst  striving 
against  manifest  injustice,  I  was,  through  their  representations, 
regarded  by  many  as  unreasonably  captious  and  causelessly  dis- 
contented. It  was  my  acceptance  of  Mr,  Harris's  verbal  pledge 
in  connection  with  our  written  agreement  that  led  to  disputes, 
which  ended  in  the  rupture  of  my  engagement.  1  would  willingly 
pass  over  all  notice  of  the  transaction,  but  my  secession  iroin 
Covent  Garden  being  a,  part,  and  an  important  one,  of  my  pro- 
fessional history,  requires  to  be  accounted  for.  By  evasion  in  the 
first  instance,  and  by  subsequent  misstatements,  the  committee 
sought  to  nullify  Ihe  verbal  pari,  of  my  agreement,  acknowledged 
in  writing  by  Mr.  Harris  and  attested  by  31  r.  Reynolds. 

After  much  correspondence  anil  si  ndieil  d,day  on  the  part  of  the 
committee,  I  at  length  yielded  most  injudiciously  to  the  proposal  to 
submit  the  question  1"  arbitral  inn,  with  Ihe  emphatic  proviso  that, 
the  settlement  should  be  made  immediately.  Tallburd  and  Malile 
(both  of  whom  subsequently  attained  seats  on  the  Ileneh)  were 
nominated  arbiters  on  1  lie  above  condition.  .Manic,  Ihe  committee's 
referee,  deferred  the  settlement  of  the  business,  and  the  season 
closed  without,  any  meeting  having  taken  place.  In  consequence 
I  instructed  Tali'onrd  to  signify  to  the  committee  my  withdrawal  of 
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his  authority  to  act  in  tlio  matter,  and  by  the  same  post  crave  them 
notice  that,  as  they  demurred  to  ratify  tny  entitlement,  t  held  it  to 
be  void,  and  should  art  onthat  understanding. 

It  was  with  regret.  T  left,  Covent  Gat-don,  1  lie  seine  of  my  earlier 
successes,  and  associated  with  so  much  of  interest  in  my  profes- 
sional career  ;  but  un del'  the  present  management  if  was  no  longer 
the  same  theatre.  I  may  perhaps  be  suspected  of  exhibiting  an 
unnecessary,  or  at  least  a  premature,  qucridousnoss  on  what  may 
seem  only  a  possible  contingency  ;  but.  involving  as  my  engage- 
ment did  not  only  a  quest  ion  oi' pecuniary  amount,  but  also  that  of 
my  rank  in  the  theatre,  it.  was  of  especial  importance  that  its  terms 
should  be  recognised  and  distinctly  specified.  Tlie  circumstance 
arising  from  this  imbroglio  that  T  must,  lament,  was  the  rupture  of 
those  ii-iendly  relations  which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  Mr. 
Faweett  and  myself.  Tl  is  only  due  to  bis  memory  to  admit  what 
I  have  since  seen,  that,  through  my  inexperience,  and  impatience  of 
the  committee's  injustice,  T  gave  too  little  consideration  to  the 
difficulty  of  his  position  between  the  patties;  and  it  is  with  grateful 
respect  to  his  memory  that  I  now  give;  utterance  to  my  regret,  re- 
calling the  many  acts  of  kindness  I  had  received  from  him.  I  wrote 
to  him  after  my  illness,  but  my  letter  did  not,  I  have  reason  to 
beiieve,  convoy  to  him  the  full  expression  of  toy  it  clings  as  I  could 
have  wished. 

The  impolicy,  to  use  no  harsher  term,  of  the  committee's  conduct 
will  bo  apparent  J'i'otu  its  results,  lit  acceding  to  the  payment 
demanded,  and  in  previous  seasons  received,  by  Younjr,  Miss 
Stephens,  and  Liston,  the  total  addition  to  the  weekly  charge  on 
the  Govcnt  Garden  Treasury,  including  the  consequent  advance  of 
£5  per  week  to  myself,  would  have  been  only  £20,  for  which  con- 
sideration the  committee  lost  the  services  of  those  most  popular 
performers,  who  proiit.ed  by  this  unthrifty  economy  in  the  receipt 
each  of  £20  per  night,  which  leiiiston  readily  gave  them.  Although 
eventually  boueti ted  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  much  mischief 
arose  to  me  from  the  cabal  to  which  1.  was  afterwards  exposed  from 
the  partizans  of  the  Covent  Garden  management.  But  it  is  a 
dreary  -wilderness  where  some,  flowers  do  not  prow,  and  in  the 
midst  of  all  this  turmoil  and  contention,  sweet  and  soothing 
promises  of  happier  days  would  often  intervene,  and,  under  present 
vexations,  I  could  at  limes  look  hopefully into  the  future, and  "hid 
the  lovely  scenes  at-  distance  hail  1"'  The  prospect  was  now  before 
me  of  that  chance  in  my  domestic  life  which  anticipation,  always 
presents  in  glowing  colours,  and  which  to  mo  in  its  consummation 
realised  all  the  happiness  my  sanguine- imagination  had  painted. 

During  my  absence  on  lite  continent,  the  young  actress,  Miss 
Atkins,  whose  innocence  and  beauty  had  made  so  deep  an  impres- 
sion on  me,  had  removed  with  her  family  to  Dublin,  where  her 
talents  were  appreciated,  and  were  in  the  course  of  successful 
development.  Our  correspondence  continued  there,  and  became 
more  frequent  and  more  intimate.    A  sudden  and  heavy  calamity 
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befe!  her  in  the  death  of  her  fitiTica-  and  brother,  who  were  drowned 

with  most  of  the  pasgetigcrs,  in  the  Liverpool  packet,  wrecked 
through  the  misconduct  of  the  captain  in  a  i';v!ui  sea  at  mid-day  on 
the  Skerries  Hock!?.  Such  si  disaster  could  not  fail  to  weigh  with 
most  depressing  influence  on  her  spirits,  and  to  draw  forth  the 
tendcrost  expressions  of  sympathy  uinl  condolence  from  me.  The 
actual  state  of  my  feelings  I  could  no  lunger  conceal  from  myself, 
I  indulged  in  the  pleasing  dream  that  my  interest  in  this  young 
creature  was.  limbed  ion  friendly  and  paternal  solicitude  for  her 
welfare  and  profc.-sioiial  advsu;  cement :  and  now  awoke  to  the  un- 
deniable conviction  that  love  was  ilie  in  spiral  ion  of  all  the  counsel 
and  assistance  I  had  rendered  her.  This  disclosure  was  no  longer 
withheld  from  her:  her  answer  to  my  declaration  and  proposals 
was  acquiescence  in  sill  my  views,  and  under  her  mother's  sanction 
it  was  settled  between  us  that  oar  marriage  shonld  take  place  as 
soon  as  possible  coinpsi.tibly  with  the  arrangements,  to  which  I  was 
hound.  It  is  hut  simple  justice  to  her  beloved  memory  to  repeat 
the  truth  that,  although  in  a  worldly  sense  T  might  have  formed  a 
more  advantageous  connection,  1  could'  not  have  met  with  qualities 
to  compare  with  the  fond  affection,  (he  liveliness,  and  simple  worth 
that  gave  happiness  to  so  many  yesirs  of  my  life. 

My  country  engagements  occupied  my  whole  summer,  and 
though  almost  every  night  was  given  to  aciing,  and  every 
morning  t«  rehearsing,  it  was  the  willing  and  remunerative 
labour  of  a  captive  reiensi:d  from  most  galling  shackles  in  my 
emancipation  from  my  Covent  Garden  bondage.  My  course  lay 
through  Swansea  lo  Lirminshrsm  and  Loir-ester;  thence  to  Leeds, 
where  I  was  most  hospitably  entertained  by  a  family  of  the  name 
of  Wilkinson.  Their  house,  a  very  Handsome  one,  was  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  town,  situated  picturesquely  in  well  laid-out 
grounds.  Night  and  morning  their  carriage  was  at  my  disposal 
to  convey  me  to  and  from  (ho  theatre,  which  was  crowded  every 
evening.  To  my  great  sa1i.slrict.ion  1.  now  received  overtures  from 
Ellisten,  and  our  negotiation  was  agreeably  concluded  by  niy 
acceptance  of  his  offer  of  £20  per  night  for  the  ensuing  Drury 

From  Leeds  to  Newcastle,  where  T  next  halted,  was  a  continua- 
tion of  my  productive-  labours,  easily  and  pleasantly  made,  but  an 
engagement  I  had  entered  int.o  at:  Southampton  for  the  following 
week,  and  which  I  could  not  induce  the  managers  to  alter, 
subjected  me  to  journeys  which  railroads  have  smoothed  down  lo 
a  few  hours'  trip,  but  which  in  the  days  of  posting  were  a  very 
serious  matter.  At  Southampton  I  had  to  act  four  nights,  and 
then  return  northward  as  far  as  Montrose.  This  stretch  required 
some  management.  I  therefore  left  my  carriage  and  servant  at 
Newcastle,  taking  the  mail  to  London,  and  on  to  Southampton, 
where  I  acted  to  overflowing  houses  four  nights.  A  post-chaiso 
was  at  the  stage-door  of  the  theatre  there  on  Tiiutoday  night,  in 
which,  after  aciing  in  both  play  stud  entertainment.  T  set  out  for 
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London,  where  I  arrived  i"  good  time  on  Friday  morning.  My 
day  in  London  whs  entirely  occupied  with  business,  and  at  half- 
past  eight  at  night  I  took  1113-  sent,  again  in  ihe  mail  for  Newcastle. 
There  my  servant,  according  to  the  directions  left  with  him,  had 
my  carriage  drawn  up  to  the  door  of  the  Queen's  Head  Hotel,  and 
stepping  out  of  tlie  mail  into  it  on  Sunday  morning,  I  continued, 
by  dint  of  Urines  to  the  postilions,  my  journey  a.-licad  of  the  mail 
through  Edinburgh  to  Montrose,  where  I  arrived  in  time  to  go  to 
the  rehearsal  of  'King  Kiehard  III.'  at  two  o'clock  on.  Monday, 
acting  the  part  in  good  spiriis  the  same  evening.  I  am  thus 
particular  in  showing  that  1  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  news- 
paper? (which  were  neither  so  numerous  nor  so  cheap  as  they  now 
are),  nor  of  knowing  what  was  passing  in  the  world  beyond  the 
track  of  my  carriage- who  els.  A  night's  performance  in  a  provincial 
theatre  usually  absorbed  my  whole  day.  My  rehearsals,  to 
which  I  gave  the  strictest  attention,  both  in  regard  to  my  own 
character  and  those  of  the  players  concerned  with  me,  detained 
me  daily  at  the  theatre  from  ten  or  eleven  til!  one  or  two  o'clock. 
My  very  moderate  dinner  was  necessarily  followed  by  partial  rest 
to  recruit  my  spirits  after  the  wearying,  depressing  business  ol 
rehearsing ;  and  what  might  remain  of  the  afternoon  was  generally 
employed  in  reading  or  thinking  over  the  character  I  had  to 
represent.  I  certainly  so  far  devoted  myself  to  my  art,  that 
I  suffered  no  call  oi"  pleasure  to  interfere  with  it. 

On  the  Tuesday  morning  after  tin;  performance  of  'ftichard'at 
Montrose,  the  manager,  Mr.  Kyder,  calling  at  my  hotel  to  inquire 
after  me,  told  me  he  had  just  parted  from  the  editor  of  the  local 
paper,  who  had  been  loud  in  his  praise  of  my  acting,  but  had 
a  i: difficulty  in  reconciling  my  portraiture  of  such  a  villain  as 
Kichard  III.  with  the  noble  acts  of  my  life."  On  inquiring  to 
what  he  alluded,  "  Oh, Sir," replied  Mr.  Kyder,  "he  was  so  excited 
by  the  account  of  your  rescuing  that  child  from  (he  fire!"  "  Good 
heavens,"  I  exclaimed,  ''how  came  that  story  here'-"  "  Wry,  Sir, 
it  was  in  the  Courier."  "Oh,  pray,"  said  I,  "beg  of  him  to 
01  ultra  diet  it."  "  Why,  Sir,  he  has  copied  it,  into  his  own  paper  of 
to-day  !"  It  seems,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  ihat  the  editor  of  the 
Southampton  paper  had  seen  the  magazine,  of  which  I  have  given 
an  account,  and  in  eulogizing  my  performances',  appended  this 
story  of 'the  child'  to  ids  critique.  lily  friend  Mud  ford,  editor 
of  the  Courier,  delighted  to  meet  with  an  adventure  in  my  life  so 
creditable,  as  he  thought,  to  me,  gave  it  extensive  publicity 
by  transferring  it.  to  the  columns  of  the  (.'mi rim;  the  paper,  at  that 
time,  of  the  widest  circulation  in  the  country.  T11  consequence, 
and  in  spite  of  my  frequent  contradictious,  I  have  been  haunted 
through  my  life  by  the  apparition  of  this  ronnntie  tale,  which 
every  now  and  then  would  find  its  way  again  into  print  to  my 
inexpressible  annoyance.  How  the  romance  (first  printed  by  the 
editor  of  the  magazine  in  May,  1S21)  get  birth,  I  have  vainly 
tasked  my  brain  to  discover  and  never  could  divine,  unless  it 
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arose  from  some  incorrect  version  of  the  two  children  rescued 
from  the  falling  house  in  Newcastle,  magnified  and  exaggerated 
by  each  succeeding  narrator  like  the  story  of  'The  Three  Black 
Crows.' 

My  engagement  with  Tlyder  liiy  through  Dundee,  Arbroath, 
and  Perth,  places  ink: routing;  U>  me  as  recalling  I  lie  early  incidents 
and  growth  of  that  acquaintance  that  bad  now  ripened  into  an 
attachment  which,  gave  almost  daily  employment  to  tny  pen 
iii  my  double  character  of  tutor  and  lover.  In  my  southward 
course  I  made  my  way  to  Clasgow  in  order  lo  pay  a  visit  to 
Knowlcs  and  dhcuss  with  him  the  scenes  he  had  completed  and 
those  projected  of  '  Cuius  Gracchus.'  which  was  to  he  forwarded  to 
Elliston  at  Drury  Lane  with  all  despatch.  Dumfries,  Carlisle, 
Whitehaven,  and  Kendal  were  taken  jn  tny  rente,  where  I  repeated 
to  crowded  audiences  the  same  characters,  but  with  appurtena.nces 
and  supporters  that  frequently  brought  The  performance  to  the 
verge  of  the  burlesque  and  some-limes  overpassed  it.  On  such 
occasions,  wanting  the  patient  and  phiiesopbie  indifference  of  many 
of  ray  craft,  I  eo_uld  never  dissever  myself  from  the  humiliating 
sense  of  at  least  a  temporary  connection  n  ith  the  perpetrators  of 
the  miserable  makeshifts  that,  often  turned  the  spectators  from 
grave  to  gay,  exciting  laughlor  where  the  peel,  had  prepared  some 
of  Itis  most,  striking  etfeets.  One  of  t  lie  must  ludicrous  attempts  to 
follow  out  the  stage  directions  of  the  author  at  the  least  possible 
expense  that  I  ever  had  tho  ill-luck  to  witness  was  at  Kendal. 
The  corps  tlmmati.'pi.»  arrived  in  t.he  town  too  late  for  the  rehearsal 
of  '  Virginias,'  and  I  had  to  undergo  during  tiie  two  first  acts 
a  succession  of  annoyances  in  the  scenic  deficiencies  and  in  the 
inaccuracies  of  the  players.  My  unhappy  temper  was  severely  tried 
under  tho  repealed  mortifications  .  1.  experienced,  but  in  the  third 
act  of  the  play,  where  Siecius.  llenlatus  should  he  discovered  on  a 
bier  with  a  company  of  soldiers  mourning  over  it,  I  saw  the  old 
man,  who  represented  the  Iknnan  Aehiilcs,  lying  on  the  ground, 
and  two  men  standing  near.  This  was  too  absurd!  the  body 
having  to  be  borne  off  in  sight  of  the  audience.  I  positively  re- 
fused to  go  on.  "Oh,  pray,  Sir,"  urged  the  manager,  "go  on: 
the  men  have  rehearsed  the  scene,  and  you  will  find  il  all  right."  In 
vain  I  represented  that  the  men  "could  not  curry  off  the  old  man." 
'■Oh,  yes,  indeed.  Mr,'*  reiterated  tho  manager,  "they  perfectly 
understand  U."  There  was  nothing  for  it,  but  submission.  After 
some  delay  the  scene  was  drawn  up,  and  disclosed  the  three  as 
described.  On  I  went  and  uttered  my  lamentation  over  the 
prostrate  veteran,  but  when  T  gave  t.he  order  "  Take  up  the  body, 
bear  it  to  the  camp  " —  to  my  agony  and  horror  the  two  men, 
stooping  down,  put  each  an  arm  under  the  shoulder  of  the  dead 
1'entatus,  raised  him  upon  his  feet,  lie  preserving  a  corpse-like 
rigidity,  his  eyes  closed,  and  his  head  thrown  back,  and  arm-in- 
arm  the  Irio  marched  off  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  stage  amid 
roars   of  laughter  from  tho  convulsed   spectators.      I  need  not 
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observe  liow  difficult  it  was  for  audience  or  actor  to  recover  their 

serenity  niter  sucli  a  travestie. 

Two  or  three  days  were  ;i.r  my  disposal  to  visit,  the  Lake  country, 
affording  me  views  of  lilhswatcr,  Keswick,  tiie  ascent  of  Skiddaw, 
and  a  search  for  the  Cataract  of  "l.odore,  which  I  found  with 
scarcely  a  drop  of  water  in  it.  But  my  visit  to  Kydal,  even  had  I 
missed  the  1jh.-ii.ui.jis  of  I  his  romantic  region,  would  have  been  worth 
a  journey,  since  it  gave  mo  an  introduction  to  the  poet  whoso 
works  had  been  so  Ions  my  si  inly  and  delight.  It  was  afternoon 
when  I  called  at  Kydul  Mount,  and  sent  in  my  card.  Mrs.  Words- 
worth and  his  sister  received  me.  "Wordsworth  was  alone  in  the 
dining-room,  with  the  blinds  down  to  relieve  his  eyes,  from  the 
weakness  of  which  he  was  suffering.  Ho  welcomed  me  very 
cordially,  find  asT  had  no  objection  to  the  gloom  of  the  apartment, 
he  talked  long  and  most  pleasantly,  till,  learning  that  I  was  on  my 
way  to  Ambleside,  whither  J  had  senl  on  the  carriage,  he  proposed 
accompanying  me.  His  son  joined  us  on  our  way,  and  few  walks 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  or  more  memurablo  than  that. 
He  tallied  much  ;  and  much  of  his  own  poetry,  and  in  me  had 
a  ready  awl  delighted  listener.  T  recollect  his  sonorous  repetilion 
of  lines  not  then  published,  which  have  since  appeared  ill  print, 
that  impressed  themselves  on  my  memory : 

"Action  is  transit nry— a  step,  a  blow, 
The  motion  of  a  muscle— this  way  or  that — 

'Tis  done  ;  ami  ill  tl;e  after  vacancy 

We  wonder  at  ourselves  like  men  bel  rayed."* 

I  inquired  of  him  whether  the  beautiful  poem  on  the  Yew  Tree 
related  to  any  real  person,  but  ho  said  it:  was  purely  imaginative. 
I  think  he  repeated  from  a  little  pamphlet  he  gave  mc  on  the 
f.ake  scenery  these  lines  on  Kilclmni  Castle  in  Loch  Awo ; 

"Child  of  loud  throated  war!  the  mountain  stream 
Hears  in  thy  i:.;;irie._r :  In] I.  thy  Injur  of  rest 
Is  come,  and  thou  art  silent  in  thine  age," 

As  wo  passed  I  ordered  my  dinner  at  an  inn  at  Ambleside,  and  we 

continued  our  walk  to  the  lake,  where  we  took  boat,  and  his  son 
and  I  pulled  down  towards  the  further  end  and  back,  "Wordsworth. 
like  the  pastor  in  his  '  J^cursion,'  holding  our  attention  with  his 
remarks  on  the  beauty  of  the  evening  and  scenery.  They  sat  with 
me  whilst  1  dined  at.  (he  inn,  and  returning  at  twilight  with  me  in 
the  carriago  to  Eydal  Mount,  I  took  my  leave  of  them  there. 
Wordsworth  wished  me  \w\  much  to  call  on  Sonthey  at  Keswick, 

*  'Hie  ])n...s:-L"!  cor.iiiv.iuan^  v.i'h  tlic.;e  linos  was  !i:~t  minted  as  a  motto 
to  the  'While  Doe  of  Ityistoiso.'  It  after  war  Js  appeared  in  its  place  in 
'Tiic   Borderers,' a   drama,    in    the    hist   published  vuiMiie  of  Words  worth 'a 
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but  the  evening  was  too  far  advanced ;  my  furlough  bad  expired, 
and  I  had  to  rise  with  the  very  early  morning  to  make  my  way  to 
York,  where  my  excellent  friend  Manscl,  one  of  the  few  in  tliis 
profession  entitled  to  the  distinction  of  a  "  thorough  gentleman," 
w'iie  expecting  me  to  act  in  his  theatre  during  J  lie  festival  week. 

This  was  the  first  occasion  of  this  iuinstor  having  been  appro- 
priated to  the  performance  of  an  oratorio  ;  Catahnii,  Mrs.  Salmon, 
Deborah  Travis,  ISraham,  and  all  tlie  eSitr  of  the  musical  world 
appearing  infhe  ovclicsira.  (hi  no  aeeasion  that  I  tan  remember 
have  I  listened  with  more  onrnpt.  ih  light  to  the  .strains  of  Handel 
and  Haydn,  with  which  the  grandeur,  ami  beauty  of  this  majestic 
edifice  seemed  so  perfectly  to  harmonise.  Hy  some  it  may  he 
deemed  a  specie?  of  heresy  to  regard  these  noble  temples,  our 
cathedrals,  as  ill-calculated  for  the  service  of  Protestant  worship. 
It  is,  however,  indispu!  able  that,  the  voice  of  the  preacher  or  reader 
can  rarely  reach  without  violent  effort  through  their  vast  expanse, 
and  in  consequence  only  a  pod  ion  of  1  hem,  the  chancel,  is  reserved 
for  divine  service  ;  hut  in  this  performance  of  sacred  music  every 
note  of  the  vocalist  and  the  finest  tone  of  the  instruments  are 
distinctly  heard  at  the  furthest  extremity  of  the  galleries,  that 
raise  the  auditor  nearly  to  tho  roof  of  the  building  at  its  most 
distant  range.  Not  only  the  powerful  voice  of  Catalani  and  tho 
silvery  organ  of  "Mr.  S:!  ho  on,  hut  the  syllabic  utterance  of  Deborah 
Travis  as  she  warbled  tho  hymn  of  '  Aileste  litlelts '  made  its  way 
distinctly  to  the  very  remotest  corner  of  the  stately  edifice.  The 
Streets  swarmed  wit  a  visitors  and  the  1  held  re  was  nightly  crowded, 
so  that  in  all  ways  f  profited;  and  my  friend  and  host,  Hansel, 
was  enriched  by  his  speculation. 

A  fortnight's  performances  at  Liverpool  arid  '.Manchester brought 
jne  to  the  end  of  my  summer's  country  engagements,  my  appear- 
ance atDrury  I.ane  being  fixed  for  Monday,  October  13th,  JiH:-::..l,  in 
the  character  of  Yirginius.  Why  there  should  be  a  preference 
between  two  theatres  of  the  same  me  and  in  the  same  city  not 
one  hundred  yards  apart,  it  does  not  seem  dillicult  to  understand, 
for  ill  that  little  distance  (hero  was  a  great  difference.  All  had 
been  long  familiar  to  me  at  Co  vent  Garden;  with  the  stage,  the 
green-room,  and  the  actors  T  was,  as  it;  wore  at  homo.  At  Drury 
Lawo  everything  and  everybody  was  strange  to  mo.  There  was 
besides  a  want  of  regularity  and  attention  behind  the  scenes,  and 
of  regard  to  strict  good  manners  in  the  green-room,  that  made  me 
feel  myself  like  the  citizen  of  am.it her  community.  I  was  in  con- 
sequence nervous  and  unusually  anxious ;  but  my  old  maxim  was 
present  to  me,  to  "  do  my  best,  in  whatever  I  might  have  to  do," 
and  with  this  resolution  I.  entered  on  the  scene  anil  met  with  sucii 
a  reception  from  an  overllowiug  house  as  gave  a  quickening  energy 
to  my  endeavours,  and  in  the  crowning  plaudits  of  the  audience 
assured  me  of  my  position  in  their  favour.  'Hamlet,' 'Macbeth,' 
'EobEoy,'  and  'Leontes'  hail  their  various  repetitions  to  crowded 
houses,  with  a  melodrama  called  tho  '  Cataract  of  the  Ganges,'  in 
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which  real  water  liih!  real  horses  were  introduced  as  very  attractive 
adjuncts. 

My  sister,  who  had  passed  the  summer  with  t"liffi?i-uiit  friends  in 
the    country,  met  me  on  my  arrival  in  town  at  our  lodgings  in 

Conduit  Street,  and  it  was  of  course  a  matter  of  primary  necessity 
to  break  to  her  my  engagement  with  Toy  Catherine.  "Women  have 
an  intuitive  penetration  in  affairs  of  tin:  heart,  lliat  our  less  line 
perceptions  were  often  blinded  to.  The  interest  with  which  I  had 
always  spoken  of  this  innocent  girl  had  a  significance  in  her  eyes 
that  I  had  not  anticipated,  and.  though  a  little  startled,  she  was 
less  surprised  than  I  expected,  when  I  imparted  to  her  my  in- 
tention of  marrying  Miss  Atkins.  3fy  Catherine,  in  parting  wilh 
her  mother,  whose  friends  and  relatives  were  in  Scotland,  had 
taken  up  her  temporary  abode  at.  Worthing  as  a  retired  quiet 
wn.toring-plaee,  where  she  could  await  (ho  promised  visit  of  my 
sister  and  myself,  which  depended  entirely  on  the  Drury  Lano 
arrangements.  3Iy  sister,  who  was  indeed  a  devoted  friend,  had 
proposed,  that  Catherine,  as  her  guest,  should  spend  some  weeks 
with  us  in  London  previous  to  our  marriage,  in  order  to  improve 
their  mutual  acquaintance  and.  cement  their  friendship.  All  parties 
were  gratified  by  I  Ids  proposal,  and  the  opportunity  for  our  journey 
soon  occurred.  At  the  request  of  Mr.*.  Clover  I  consented  to  act 
Virginius  at  Brighton  for  her  daughter's  benefit.  On  this  our  plan 
was  formed  for  my  sister  to  take  her  seat  wilh  me  in  the  carriage 
to  Worthing,  and  after  her  introduction  to  my  betrothed,  we  wero 
to  go  in  company  to  Crighton,  and  the  next  day  return  altogether 
to  London. 

"It:  is  Hymn's  record,  that,  the  memory  of  sorrow  is  "a  sorrow 
still,"  and  it  is  but  too  mie,  that  events  will  happen  in  our  lives  so 
painful  that  their  very  remembrance  is  a  sadness.  31y  sister,  I 
have  no  doubt,  through  the  exaggerating  and  deceptive  medium 
of  sisterly  partiality,  believed  that  site  saw  in  me  merits  far  beyond 
any  title  I  could  make  to  them,  and  would  have  t  bought  a  Sophia 
Western,  or  indeed  a  paragon,  ':  lei  med  of  one  entire  and  perfect 
chrysolite,"  not  above  my  pretensions.  To  some  such  affectionate 
extravagance  of  judgment  1  must  refer,  to  account  for  the  dis- 
tressing issue  of  this  fondly  expected  meeting.  Unmistakable 
disappointment,  indeed  repulsion,  was  expressed  in  my  sister's 
look  and  manner  as  she  took  Catherine's  hand.  No  word  in  con- 
sequence was  interchanged  between  them.  Disconcerted  and 
distressed  as  I  was,  my  endeavours  to  reason  with  one  or  console 
the  other  were  alike  unavailing:  .  The.  day  was  one  of  the  most 
wretched  in  my  whole  life,  it  was  not  possible  to  alter  tho  plan 
determined  on.  Wc  wore  oblige!!  to  go  forward  to  Jlrighton,  and 
my  placo  in  the  carriage  was  between  I  he  two  dearest  beings  in 
existence,  alienated  from  each  other,  as  I  feared,  by  a-  demon- 
stration of  aversion,  uncontrollable,  and  too  probably  mutual. 
Arrived  at  the  Clarence  Hotel,  Brighton,  my  sister  retired  to  her 
room  and  lay  till  late  in  the  afternoon  on  her  bed.  drowned  in 
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tears.  My  poor  Catherine  was  in  little  better  plight,  whilst  J, 
hali-disiraeted  anil  bewildered  in  wy  endeavours  at  reconciliation, 
could  be  but  a  sorry  com  tor  u-r.  Towards  evening  in  an  interview 
witk  my  Bister  slio  avowed  tbe  niter  disappointment  of  the  ex- 
pectations my  description  of"  Ciitheriny  bad  led  her  to  expect,  but 
was  strenuous  in  agreeing  to  1lie  necessity  of  keeping  my  plighted 
word.  She,  however,  strongly  urged  tins  postponement  of  our 
marriage,  which  would  aJ'ord  opportunity  1u  Catherine  to  continue 
the  studies  in  which  she  bad  been  !ati-ly  engaged  ;  Catherine  her- 
self, she  was  confident,  with  the  Improvement,  .'he:  would  make  in 
the  interim,  would  be  happier  in  becoming  my  wife  at  a  period  a 
little  more  distant.  To  this  proposal,  humbling  to  her  pride  and 
trying   as  it  was,  tie   gentle   girl   us.se.nted  without   murmur  or 

It  may  be  thought  i  might  have  taken  a  more  authoritative 
tone,  and  iu  justice  to  the  luturo  partner  of  my  life  might  have 
resisted  a  suggestion  lliat.  tended,  its  a  hope  deterred,  to  make  the 
heart  sick  ;  but  my  i-ister  was  no  common  friend  to  me,  bound  to 
me  in  indissoluble  bends,  to  whom  1  had  always  looked  to  partake 
my  fortunes,  and  on  whose  opinion  and  advice  1  had  the  firmest 
reliance. 

1  had  to  hurry  to  the  theatre,  where  T  repeated  by  rote  the 
speeches  of  Yirginius,  my  harassed  teelitigs  not  allowing  mc  to  give 
a  thought  to  the  words  I  was  uttering,  or  even  to  have  an  ear  for 
the  applauses  that  followed  them.  Never  on  any  occasion  of  my 
life  was  my  mind  so  absent  from  the  character  I  had  to  portray, 
for  among  those  days  marked  in  my  life's  vicissitudes  by  most 
agitating  anxieties  1  can  reckon  Jew,  if  any,  more  melancholy, 
more  miserable  than  tins,  .Cut  night,  Willi  rest,  brought  com- 
posure to  our  ruffled  spirits,  and  next  morning,  pacified,  if  not 
quite  conciliated,  we  returned  to  Conduit  Street,  each  fortified  with 
the  resolution  to  make  the  best  of  the  time  before  us.  My  sister 
lent  her  best  a.ssi>i;iii,.:,.;  in  aiding  me  in  my  duties  of  tutorage  to 
my  lovely  and  docile  Griselda,  and  certainly  rendered  essential 
service  by  her  co-operation;  for  not  only  in  acquirement  from 
study  but  even  in  outward  appearance  did  my  dear  pupil  confirm 
by  most  delightful  evidence  the  opinion  1  had  always  maintained 
ol'lier  wonderful  apfness  lor  improvement. 
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CHAPTEE  XVIII. 

1823-182+.— Know!es's  'Cains  Gracchus  '— l.'go  Fosoolo— Kean  declines  ta 
art.  with  M;u:i'!;:ulv  ■  rnu:».b|-e  ilook  l]..;stilj;y  '■'  part  '.if  the  London  press 
—Purchase  of  the  Granby  Hotel  at  Hamignt.e  -Letter  from  sister  to  future 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1.k;>3,  Knowles's  tragedy  of  'Caius 
Gracchus,' which  had  been  some  time  in  rehearsal,  was  produced. 
This  play,  although  not  one  of  the  best  from  the  gifted  author's 
pen,  abounds  in  passa.ges  of  lofty  thought,  and  is  marked  by  the 
impress  of  bis  genius  vvirh  that  truth  of  character  so  constantly 
observable  in  his  writings.  But  among  scenes  of  striking  power, 
pathetic  situations,  and  bursts  of  heroic  passion,  there  is  great 
inequality.  Whole  pages  are  given  to  the  cavillings  of  the  ple- 
beians, who  in  their  eonrt'iiti'itis  n'.ither  s;tsl;iin  the  dignity  of 
tragedy  nor  reea!)  the  idea  of  iho  Ihiiinvn  people.  Indeed  the  mob, 
though  advancing  the  ad  inn  but.  little,  is  too  prominent  an  agent, 
whilst  the  familiar  language  of  their  all  erciuions  often  descends  to 
vulgarity.  Put  in  the  poet's  conception  ami  draught  of  Cornelia 
wc  see  before  us  the,  mother  of  the  Ui-acohi,  tin;  hk'alof  the  Roman 
matron.  She  gazes  on  Iter  oll-pring  with  till  a  mother's  fondness, 
but  with  an  unflinching  eye  looks  throug'i  the  transitory  brightness 
of  the  present,  to  tlie  darker  destiny  that  awaits  the  future,  and 
steels  her  soul  to  tins  inevitable  sacrifice  of  her  beloved  son  upon 
the  altar  of  his  country. 

"I  dill  rear  my  beys 

Companions  fur  the  (Ms!     Why  wonder  I 

If  they  will  go  to  them  ere  oilier  men? 

Many  a  timo  when  they  have  stood  before  me — 

Much  things  as  mothers  seldom  look  upon — ■ 

And  I  have  reined  to  i'oed  en  thum  v\  iih  mine  eves, 

My  thoughts  have  pondered  o'er  their  bier,  where  they 

Lay  stiii'  ami  cold  '.     I  would  not,  fee  them  so 

If  I  could  help  it,  but  I  would  not  help  it 

To  see  them  otherwise  and  other  men." 
When,  elevated  to  the  tributo.'ship,  Cains  mods  and  kneels  before 
her,  the  prayer  she  offers  up  is  worthy  of  lit-;.'  daughter  of  Scipio: 

"  Hay  the  ;.;:■ . :  i -  Ct-kTm,  who  iirami'  1  tln;c  with  t  ;ii.--.  tr:um;o, 
Instruct  thee  so  lo  u-e  it  as  to  bless 
Thy  oonntry !     With  a  firm  and  mighty  hand 
M.iyV.  thou  o ]■::■: I '.1  tin:  laws,  and  kcou  them  over 
Above  the  proud  man's  violence,  and  within 
The  poor  man's  reach.     So  shall  thy  mother— Rome— 
Ai  kao'.vhi  !;■!  thee  h'.r  -vm,  raid  !e;'.ch  thy  name 
To  tlie  applauding  tongues  of  after  ages !" 
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How  entirely  tlie  motive  power  of  the  hero's  nets  was  derived  from 
superior  mind  oi  the   mother   is  beautifully  instanced  in  the 

...  ...,....-  1.-  ma];i:s  to  In.]'  wlicii  her  i'criiimlc  is  on  (he  point  of 


giving  way  to  her  affection : 

"Remember  yon  Mlsenum,  mother? 
Once  from  its  promontory  we  behold 

A  srallci-  in  a  storm  ;  and"  as  the  bavk 

Approached  the  fatal  shore,  could  well  discern 

The  features  of  the  crew,  with  horror  all 

Aghast,  save  one.     Alone  he  strove  to  guide 

The  prow,  erect  amidst  the  horrid  war 

Of  winds  and  waters  racing.     With  one  hand 

He  ruled  the  hopeless  helm— the  other  strain'd 

The  fragment  if"  a  shiver  d  sail ;  his  brow 

The  while  bent  proudly  on  the  scowling  surge, 

At  which  he  scowl'd  again.     The  vessel  struck ! 

One  in. in  aknc  bestrode  tbe  wave,  and  rode 

The  foaming  courser  ssfe  !     Twas  tie,  the  same! 

Yc.lt  claspo  L  yrmr  t.Y.ius  in  your  :irms  and  cried, 

'  Lout,  look,  lily  pea  ]      The  Ir.ive  man  ne'er  despairs, 

'And  lives  s.brre  oowariks  die!1     1  would  but  make 

Due  profit  of  your  lesson." 
But  though  instances  of  power  and  pathos  may  he  multiplied  from 
the  poet's  pnge,  yet  it  must  !;■:■  lidinittcil  there  is  11  want  of  sustained 
progressive  intcri-stiii  the  plot,  the  llnchial  ion  of  nmty  triumph  not 
very  actively  agitating  the  hopes  find  fears  of  the  auditors.  The 
death  of  Gracchus,  stabbing  himself  with  the  dagger  concealed 
under  the  folds  ofhis  tug;i,  is  nobly  conreiveil,  and  was  startling  in 
its  effect.  In  Cuius  the  passion  uf  tin'  moio  eneipyl  ie  parts  and  the 
tenderness  of  tlio  domestic  interviews  iaid  strong  hold  on  my 
sympathies,  and  1  gave  myself  to  the  slndy  of  liio  part  with  no 
ordinary  alacrity  and  ardour.  In  few  original  dramas  had  my 
individual  success  been  more  decisive;  and  even  with  the  inefficient 
support  it  received— for  Terry  was  the  only  artist  that  really 
rendered  aid  to  it — the  piny  would  have  enjoyed  a  much  longer 
run  hut  for  the  discreditable  interposition  of  the  stage-manager, 
who,  from  the  inability  of  his  wife,  an  actress  of  but  moderate 
power,  to  grasp  a  character  tbaf  required  Hie  cutu m rinding  genius 
of  a  Siddons,  insisted  on  its  withdrawal.* 

*  From  the  Moruhiri  Herald.-  Kwenfar  1PH,  lS'J:i,  Drunj  Lane,  'Cains 
GttKc'.us.' — "The  main  suppm-l  of  the  jilay,  as  might  bo  expected,  was 
Macready's  Cain.  Gracchus:  and  ivaen  we  sny  that  it  was  a  piece  of  acting 
not  at  all  inferior  to  his  Yirgkiius,  and  that  Ike  passages  nf  conjugal 
tenderness  and  emotion  were  as  true  to  nature  in  the  pre -en  i  character  as  those 
of  paternal  fueling  in  the  ii uiu'r,  we  skaii  have  said  einnigb  perhaps  to  satisfy 
even  his  most  ardent  admirers.  Itnt  if  we  |:ioci.:e.l  to  more  particular  dis- 
crimination, we  must  point  to  the  scene  with  his  mother,  in  which  he  e\torts 
her  reluctant  approbal  i<  n  to  his  going  forth  to  the  assembly  of  the  people 
to  vindicate  his  Trihuniiia'i  laws,  and  the  lianl  scene,  in  which  he  quietly 
buries  the  poniard  in  his  heart  main-  the  concealment  of  his  robe,     la  Loth 
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Prom  the  theafro,  wilh  the  cheers  of  the  audience  and  the  con- 
gratulations of  friends  still  rinsrinsr  in  my  ears,  I  adjourned  with 
Talfourd,  Wallace.  }" -outer,  and  olher  friends  to  Joy's  eoffeediouse, 
our  usual  retreat  alter  such  excitement,  and  there  prolonged  our 
festivity  toa  very  la:c,  or  rather  early,  hoariiilibulinusofchaiiipngne- 
punch  to  tlio  continued  prosperous  career  of  ' Caius  Gracchus.' 
The  morning  hours  wen;  ]i listening  on  when  T  reached  Conduit 
Street,  and  a  severe  head-ache,  the  consequence  of  my  imprudence, 
keptme  in  bod  until  late  in  the  day.  It  was  about  ten  o'clock  that 
my  servant  awoke  mo,  presenting  mo,  to  my  groat  surprise  ami  dis- 
comfort, with  the  card  of  my  friend  Ogo  Foseolo,  who  wished  to 
speak  with  mo  on  very  urgent,  business.  On  being  informed  that  I 
was  still  in  boil,  find*  could  not  well  receive  him  before  noon,  ho 
posted  off  in  a  violent  hurry  to  our  common  friend  Wallace,  from 
whom  I  afterwards  learned  the  object  of  his  visit,  which  was  to 
ask  me  to  be  the  hearer  of  a  hostile  message  from  him  to  G— —  of 
whom  I  have  Wore  made  mention,  and  of  whom  1  had  lost  sight 

for  many  months.     G- ,  to  whom  he,  I'oscolo,  had  given  an 

asylum  in  his  house,  and  supplied  with  employment  that  was  a 
means  of  livelihood  to  him,  hail  seduced  one  of  the  maid-servants 
of  Foscoio,  an  o\eeoiiin;:iy  pveity  young  woman,  in  whom  Foscolo 
took  particular  interest.  His  Italian  blood  was  set  on  fire  "by  the 
ungrateful  return  of  his  unworthy  guest,  and  he  commissioned 
Wallace  to  be  the  hearer  of  his  ear! el.     The  time  and  conditions  of 

the  meeting -were  arranged  between  Wallace  and  G -'a  second; 

upon  which  Foseolo  staled  Ids  determination  to  Wallace  that  the 
combat  should  be  a  outrange.  Wallace  on  this  distinctly  told  him 
that  on  such  an  understanding  lie  could  not  go  to  tho  field  with 
him,  that  his  honour  was  in  his  second's  hands,  and  that  he  must 
either  conform  to  the  n-a^e  of  Jlmvlish  ^.utleaien  on  such  occasions 
or  find  some  other  friend.  Foseolo  was  oi  course  obliged  to  submit, 
and  therefore,  when  en  Hie  ground,  as  he  could  net  gratify  his  revenge 
in  a  more  deadly  maimer,  lie  resorted  i  o  the  all  enuith'e  of  express- 
ing his  supreme  contempt  for  his  adversary  by  receiving  his  fire 
without  deigning  to  di.-ebarge  his  own  pistol.  Upon  which  Wallace 
intimated  to  the  other  second  that  he  could  not  aliowhis  friend  to 
remain  any  longer  on  the  ground,  and  the  parties  separated  without 
another  word.     There  would  be  every  reason  to  believe  that  G 


of  those  he  exhibited  HI  tiio  nil'ect  of  ^miine  acting  without,  any  of  the  trick 
or  i.istent:if  ion  of  tho  art.  In  tlio  iV-rimii1  i:-.  parti.aih.r  tho  contrasted  quie!  ness 
and  mortified  submission  wiib  which  lie  pr.:i-..:ii;-.c(...i,  '  I  would  have  shown  I 
was  your  son  if  yon  would  have  let  me,'  and  the  dignified  firmness  with 
which,  in  re;dy  to  his  mother's,  enquiry,  'it'  1  lose  you  what  will  remain  to 
ma?'  he  exclaims,  'My  monument!'  were  very  finely,  the  latter  even 
Ihrillini-dy.  eipiv.sive  ;  ao:]  tin;  momier  in  wiiirli  lie  first  hows  ilowll  his  head 
in  pensive  determination,  and  afterward;  lifts  it  u\<  in  f.i:ew::ll  resignation  to 
the  Gods,  preparatory  to  tlie  fatal  act,  was  not  less  powerfully  excitive  of  the 
noblest  sympathies." 
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was  perfectly  insensible  to  tlic  romantic  rti.-dain  nf  Lis  hrgli-niigden 
antagonist.     A  very  little   time  sufficed  in  brine  to  &  close  his 

reckless  ;i)id  desperate  course  in  London.  The  forgery  of  a  bill — I 
believe  for  £500  on  the  house  of  "Whitsikei'  and  Co. -"-obliged  him  to 
fly  from  juslice,  sind  lie  hih1i  after  was  heard  of  as  si  passenger  on 
board  si  ri:n:l;ot-.i]ii]>  fr::m  Liverpool  to  Xcw  York. 

Poor  Ugo  Foscolo!  As  a  scholar,  poet,  novelist,  and  critic  lie 
enjoyed  a  European  reputation.  In  bis  social  relations  he  was 
most  amiable.  Horn  of  a  noble  Louse  in  Veniee.  lie  had  served 
imdcr  Napoleon,  ami  for  one  season  bad  lieen  the  lion  of  the  London 
aristocracy  ;  but  experience  bus  taught  us  how  short-lived  is  such 
si,  distinction,  and  Foscolo  lived  to  feel  the  instiiljility  of  friendships 
based  upon  temporary  poprdarity.  lie  died  neglected,  if  not  for- 
gotten, in  one  of  the  London  suburbs,  lie  hud  his  weaknesses  and 
peculiarities— who  is  exempt  from  them?  Personal  vanity  was 
among  them.  Very  plain  in  his  person,  it  was.  the  exception  lie 
made  in  his  admiraiion  of  English  women,  to  their  endearing 
qualities,  that  none  of  them  could  be  brought  to  make  the  decla- 
ration, "</(?  von*  iiimc'"  Though  ordinarily  of  a  most,  senile  dispo- 
sition, he  was  liable  to  gusts  of  temper  which  were  more  provocative 
of  laughter  than  of  anger  among  his  familiars.  He  was  a  (treat 
chess-player,  but  t  lie  loss  of  a  game,  was  too  much  for  his  equability. 
His  customary  ndversary  was  sin  old  friend  and  neighbour,  who, 
knowing  his  excitability,  always  took  this  precaution  before  making 
the  more  which  was  to  give  him  check-mate:  he  would  shuffle 
himsclthalf  out  of  his  chair,  gelling  ir-adi  for  astart.and  ashe  moved 
his  piece  on  the  board  and  muttered  "  Cheek-mate,"  rush  out  of 
the  room  under  the  never  (ailing  oxpeotalion  of  heaving  tho  board 
and  its  contents,  sent  by  the  hands  of  loseolo,  come  rattling  after 
him.  '  Jacopo  ( 'His'  wsis  his  first  work.  aad  that  sit  once  est sVblishod 
his  reputation.  He  published  his  Irageiiy  of  'Tiicclardctta'  in 
London,  where  he  contributed  many  articles  to  the  Edinburgh 
Review. 

One  object  in  (his  T'rnry  Lane  engagement,  and  that  of  especial 
import,  on  which  the  manager  speculated,  was  the  association  of 
Kea.n's  magnetic  name  with  my  own  in  si  series  of  plays  agreed  on 
between  Llliston  and  myself,  viz:  Venice  Preserved,'  'Julius 
Csesai','  'King  John,'  'Jane  Shore,'  &a.  From  such  a  coalition 
Elliston  anticipated  a  long  and  most  productive  season.  But 
although  he  raised  Kean's  terms  on  this  occasion  from  £30  per 
week  to  £^0  per  night,  in  order  to  remove  all  possible  ground  of 
complaint,  Kean  remained  firm  in  his  resolution  not  to  consent  to 
the  proposed  combination.  He  paid  me.  according  to  green-room 
report,  the  compliment,  of  saying,  lie  ''Lid  not  mind  Young,  but 
he  would  not  act  with  iUaercady."  }iy  engagement  was  in 
consequence  so  far  a  disappointment  that  it  was  limited  io  its 
specified  number  of  nights,— forty, — instead  of  being  extended,  as 
was  hoped,  through  the  greater  part  of  the  season.  The  first 
"division  of  those  nights  was  satisfactorily  concluded  ;  and  till  the 
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mojtli  of  April  1824,   when   the    second   would   commence,    and 

in  which  the  hope  was  not  aS1<!trt^tiir>r  abandoned  tliat  Kean  would 
yield  to  the  representatiuus  of  I  lie  management,  my  time  was  to  be 
occupied  with  provincial  engagements.  My  lodgings  were  given 
np,  and  it  ■was  agreed  in  our  little  home  council  that  it  would 
be  best  for  my  Catherine  b>  continue  the  prosecution  of  her  studies, 
in  the  family  of  a  respectable  widow  lady  at  Kensington,  most 
highly  re  eo  mm  ended,  until  the  close  of  my  JJriuy  Lane  engage- 
ment, which  would  leave  mo  with  suflicii  nl.  holiday  to  ensure 
a  honeymoon,  and  perfect  freedom  from  business  io  solemnise  most 
happily  '.hi"  long  deferred  marriage.  * 

f  have  alluded  to  the  evil  influence  of  a.  cabal  tliat  was  set 
on  foot  against  mo  by  the  partisans  of  the  Oovcnt  harden  manage- 
ment. From  the  insidious  col  monies,  which  obtained  wide 
circulation,  I  became  exposed  to  the  systematic  hostility  of  a 
great  part  of  the  London  press,  from  which  I  suffered,  and  against 
which  I  had  to  contend  for  several  years.  The  originator  of  the 
prejudice  with  which  I  had  Id  struggle  was  Mr.  Theodore  Hook,  a 
.man  of  ready  powers  of  sarcasm,  of  vmblusbing  effrontery,  with 
a  quick  sense  of  l.he  humorous,  ami  if  not  witty,  was  possessed 
of  smartness  that  made  a  very  near  approach  to  wit.  On  the 
occasion  of  my  appearance  this  season  at  Drury  Lane,  when 
all  the  papers  were  lavish  in  their  praise,  as  the  editor  of  the 
John  Hull  he  reprobaied  the  eulogistic  lar.gunge  used  towards  me, 
hut  was  willing  to  give  me  credit.  for  my  humanity  in  rescuing  a 
child  from  the  fire  (Oil  1  that  child !).  Unwilling  to  accept  un- 
merited commendation,  I  wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  John  Bull, 
disclaiming  all  pretension  to  the  romantic  act  ascribed  to  mo,  but 
desirous  of  avoiding  (as  1  have  always  boon)  the  intrusion  of  my 
name  in  reference  to  any  personal  matter  on  the  public,  I  marked 
my  letter  private.  Mr.  J  look  tool:  advantage  of  this  to  state  in  a 
subsequent  article  that  1  had  written  to  him  in  perfect  agreement 
with  his  opinions,  expressing  my  contempt  for  and  disgust  at  the 
adulatory  notices  ihal  my  friends  bad  published.  1  need  scarcely 
say  how  shocked  and  pained  1  was  by  such  a  statement,  which 
must  make  enemies  of  those  who  in  their  indulgent  estimation 
of  my  perform  a  nets  bad  hitberlo  sustained  and  befriended  me. 

The- principle  that  aeina:od  this  gcnticeian  in  bis  dealings  with  his 
fellow-men  is  not  to  be  mistaken.  Poor  Conway  allowed  himself 
to  be  tho  victim  of  this  man's  abuse,  and,  want  big  in  strength  of 
mind  to  endure  the  sneers  anil  deiisive  personal  attacks  with 
which  he  was  constantly  assailed,  retired  from  tho  stage,  which 
afforded  him  a  respectable  income,  and  which  could  ill  spare  the 
degree  of  talent  he  possessed.  Things  that  near  to  the  sight  look 
large  become  diminished  by  distance,  and  matters  that  have 
importance  in  our  eyes  at  tho  moment  sink  into  insignificance 
with  the  lapse  of  time.  I  wonder  now  at  my  own  sensitiveness  on 
occasions  like  Ibis,  but  this  is  the  player's  weakness ;  his  reputa- 
tion lives  in  the  opinion   of  his  contemporaries,   and  it  is  with 
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feverish  jealousy  that  he  watches  the  rise  and  fall  of  public 
favour.  In  my  own  case  there  was  an  injury  craftily,  mid  to 
a  certain  point  successfully,  inflicted  ;  for  it  was  only  natural  that 
men  of  education.  as  I  he  contributors  to  flic  English  press  are 
known  to  be,  should  feel  indignant  at  what  must  seem  my  in- 
solence and  ingratitude.  This  statement,  set.  abroad  together  with 
some  false  and  libellous  assr.  rtinns  of  my  ill-treatment  of  dramatic 
authors,  which,  written  as  I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  by 
a  London  clergyman,  appeared  some  time  alter  in  Blackwood's 
Mtignxint.,  -excited  against  me.  as  might  be  expected,  a  hostile 
spirit,  which  only  years  of  patient  end  persevering  effort  enabled 
me  to  live  down. 

Leaving  most  reluctantly  my  future  bride  in  her  strango 
temporary  abode  at  Kensington,  1  set  our  with  my  sister  about  the 
middle  of  December  on  my  provincial  tour.  Our  course  was  to 
Exeter,  Plymouth,  and  Tiristel.  from  whence  with  a  rich  harvest 
m:  proceeded  to  Dublin  ;  bore  was  a  Ion:;  engagement  before  me, 
which  the  repetitions  ol'  '  Yirginius.'and  The  frequent  performances 
ol'Cassius  in  '  Julius  (.\esar,'  made  a  very  attractive  one,  Belfast 
was  my  next  resort,  arid  in  returning  ibreugh  Dublin  Mr.  Harris 
detained  me  for  one  more  representation  of  Cassius  by  the  douceur 
of  £50.  Our  route  lay  onward  To  .Manchester,  liluckburn,  Halifax, 
Glasgow,  Hull,  York,  2s."e\vciisile--oiL-Tyno,  Sunderland,  Stamford, 
each  of  which  places  contributed  libera!  additions  to  my  banker's 
account,  and  on  the  lOtli  of  April  we  were  again  in  London,  where 
the  remaining  nights  of  my  engagement  with  Hlliston  were  to  be 
piayed  out.  Our  lodgings  were  taken  in  Momintrton  Place, 
then  a  suburban  row  of  houses  looking  over  the  fields  towards 
Highgate. 

Ln  looking  (.-at.  foe  Investments  Ibr  my  little  savings  T  was  per- 
suaded by  George  HoLins,  tlio  fatuous  auctioneer,  to  bid  for  a 
property  then  advertised  by  him  fur  sale,  ttie  Granby  Hotel  at. 
Harrogate,  a  large  establishment,  with  oiliees  complete,  and  land 
and  plantation  attached  to  it.  ITe  recommended  the  purchase 
for  £0000,  though  1  had  not  much  more  than  half  that  amount  to 
dispose  of.  The  rest  was  left  on  mortgage,  and  would  have  been 
a  very  profitable  investment  if  I  bad  had  a  solicitor  faithful  to  my 
interests:  as  it  was  it  turned  out  lather  an  indifferent  speculation. 
Some  of  the  newspapers  diverted  themselves  and  their  readers 
with  the  poor  joke  of  my  "going  to  the  bar,"  as  the  owner  of  a 
great  hotel ! 

Kean  persisting  in  his  refusal  to  appear  in  the  plays  with  me, 
the  repetition  of  the  parts  I  had  before  acted,  with  the  performance 
of  the  Duke  in  'Measure  for  Measure'  (a  character  in  which 
dignity  of  demeanour  ami  lofty  declamation  are  the  chief  requi- 
sites), brought  me  to  the  end  of  m;  engagement  on  the  28rd  of 
June,  1824,  in  the  part  of  Cardinal  Wolsey.  On  leaving  the  stage 
I  hurried  on  my  clothes  and  drove  rapidly  home,  to  prepare  for  an 
early  rising  on  the  following  morning.    My  term  of  penance  and 
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that  of  my  Giiliennirs  rirobisfiori  and  oxempbry  patience  were 
happily  accomplished,  and  the  morrow  was  to  establish  her  as  the 
future  mistress  of  my  homo.  The  following  letter  from  the 
excellent  Archdeacon  of  London  met  me  on  my  return  from  the 
theatre: 

*' June  23rd. 
"Myi>earSir— I  shrill  not  f;ii!  Io  he  in  readiness  fur  yon  at  a  quarter  prist 

ei^hi.,  and  rejiiii;.:!  mi:eh  to  be  ciiimenlod  ui'.li  in;  event  ivhich  I  trust  will  be 
followed  by  every  blessinj;  which  your  kindest  friends  can  wish,  among  whose 
numb.-;]'  liriij  include, 

"Toms  faithfully. 

"J.  W.  Pott." 

In  justice  to  the  beloved  memory  of  her  whose  affection  and  ami- 
ability shed  happiness  over  so  nuvny  years,  of  my  life,  nnd  not  less 
to  the  sa<?e  counsel  of  toy  dear  sister's  Iriei^lsliip,  I  copy  out  Iho 
letter  addressed  to  her  a  few  days  before  our  marriage : — 

"  Monday  Morning,  34,  Moniington  Place, 
"  Mv  DEAR  Catherine,— I  have  not  yet  central  uLitod  you  upon  the  near 
approach  of  your  union  viiii  ray  bebyved  brollin:-,  which  I  now  do  with  true 
and  heartfelt  sincerity,  and  with  the  most  ardent  wishes  f.-.-  Iho  h  n  ]i]ii  ne^s  ef 
you  both,  and  I  fVol  mi  doubt  of  tim.e  wishes  b.iiiu;  fulfilled  io  tho  utmost. 
Yon  once,  my  dear  girl,  asked  mo  '  if  1  Icvi.'d  yov  :'  it  ives  :..n  abrupt  question, 
and  I  made  you  no  direct  ?.twj",  n...r  iv.ii.il  1  1  till  1  could  do  it  with  sincerity 
and  truth.  Yon  will  not.  (or  I  am  mistaken)  value  that  lovi:  tiie  less  because 
not  given  hastily.  Sow  you  roriy  ask  the  question  when  you  like;  but 
you  need  not  ask  it:  I  do  love  you  tru'y,  and  oier  shall  whilst  yon  make 
harpy  a  brother  so  very  dear  (o  me.  Lot  me  no  lou-ei-  bear  myself  addressed 
by  the  formal  tille  of  i/.'ss:  we  aha: I  soon  be  sixers,  I  trust,  in  affection  as 
well  as  name — then  call  me  Letitia, 

"Adieu,  and  believe  me 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

1824-1825— Marriage— Wedding-tour— Kite-Cavriage   on   Salisbury  plain— 

("onntvv  engagements — Drury  Lane  .-.essuii— '  1'afal  Doivrv  '---Severe  illness 
--'Williani"  Tell '—Tour  in  North  Wales— Cottage  nt  Denbigh— Country 
engagements. 

Thursday,  June  24th,  1824,  the  day  Ion™  looked  for,  was  at  last 
reached — a  day  consoernleil  Io  memory  by  (lie  years  of  home  en- 
dearments and  domestic  felicity  thai:  take  their  date  from  it.  My 
I'riend  "Wallace  and  my  sister  a.ccompaoieil  the  bride  to  St.  Patterns 
Church,  where  i  was  awaiting -with  my  solicitor,  Darker,  their 
arrival.  The  Archdeacon  was  of  course  punctual  in  his  hind 
attendance,  and  with  his  blessings,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  cere- 
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mony,  wo  set  out  on  our  short,  wedding-tour.  At  Hormslow,  where 
ouv  breakfast  had  li'".::i  ordered,  wo  very  soon  arrived,  and  changed 
oui'  bridal  drossr.s  (Vn-  travelling  costume..  There  Wallace,  who  bad 
followed  our  carriage  from  London,  took  leave  of  us. 

Through  what  varied  scenes,  what  ikiet  nations  of  feeling,  what 
agitatingevents  the  mind  has  to  travel  back  in  recurring  to  tliat 
happy  day  !  Long  yeats  of  joys  mid  son-own  benignly  alternated  by 
the  Divine  Dispcu -or!  "The  web  of  our  life  is  of  a  mingled  yam," 
and  for  the  prod  on  ii  nance  of  good  in  niine.  mainly  attributable, 
under  Heavon,  to  the  dear  partner  of  its  trials,  I  can.  never  think 
without  emotions  o!"  i  lie  deepest  gratitude. 

Wedding-tours  offer  little  variety.  The  mind  is  so  absorbed  in 
its  own  ruminations,  it r=  consciousness  of  present  happiness,  its 
anticipations  and  relleclions,  that  external  objects  lose  much  of 
their  interest.  The  sunshine  wo  carried  with  us  could  not  be 
dimmed  by  the  morning's  heavy  rain:  and  a  bright  afternoon  was 
hailed  by  us  as  an  omen  of  our  future.  Our  route  lay  through 
Basingstoke  to  Arulover,  and  the  next  dsiy  tlirongh  Sali.djury  to 
Stonehenge.  Whilst  loitering  here  in  contemplation  of  the  rugged 
and  sublime  monuments  of  a  barbarous  superstition  whose  rude 
grandeur  rivets  the  gaze  ol"  (he  beholder,  our  attention  was  drawn 
to  faint  sounds  sis  of  distant  music,  that.  grew  louder,  as  if  advanc- 
ing towards  us  with  great  rapidity.  We  could  soon  distinguish  tlto 
notes  of  a  key-bugle  well  played,  ami  looking  out:  in  the  direction 
from  when co  it  came,  perceived  a  small  dark  muss  moving  down 
the  incline  of  the  road  with  extreme  velocity.  As  it  came  more 
palpably  in  sight  we  perceived  it.  to  be  a  rude  carriage,  or  rather  a 
square  box  on  fourwiiccls,  capable  of  holding  three  or  four  persons. 
As  we  stood  gating  on  its  rapid  course,  we  could  not,  divine  by 
what  means  it  was  impelled,  till,  locking  up  into  the  sky,  we  saw 
throo  largo  kites  one  above  anoiher  at  equal  distances,  to  which 
strong  light  cords  at  inched  the  vehicle.  It  came  up  to  where  we 
were  standing  by  the  Druidic  Templo.  lis  conductor  turned 
its  side  to  the  draught  of  the  kites,  stud  having  fastened  in  the 
earth  an  anchor  or  grappling-iron,  drew  in  the  kites,  which  were 
of  oiled  silk,  or  some  such  light  suhslence.  and  between  five  and 
six  feet  in  height.  After  an  interesting  examination  of  this  novel 
locomotive,  which  reddled  Milton's  lines  on 

"The  barren  plains 


and  Pome  conversation  with  the  gentleman  who  managed  it,  wo 

proceeded  on  our  journey. 

Five  years  afterwards,  travelling  from  Colrhester  to  London, 
and  seated  with  my  brother  on  the  dickey  of  the  carriage,  we  met 
and  psisscd  this  very  same  kite-carriage;  but  though  the  experiment 
was  perfectly  successful  in  those  two  instances,  1  um  not  aware 
that  any  public  notice  has  ever  been  taken  of  it. 
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Our  course  lay  onward  to  "Weston-super-Mare,  tlicn  a  small 
village  with  inferior  accommodation,  now  a  very  handsome  and 
populous  watering- place.  Wn  passed  fVoia  i.henoo  to  Congresbury, 
the  quiet  beauty  of  which  little  rural  place  delighted  as  much,  and 
detained  ns  til!  a  professional  engagement  at  Tattnlon  compelled 
me  to  return  to  the  business  of  active  lite.  My  time  from  this 
point  was  given  to  the  duties  of  my  profession.  Swansea  was  my 
next  halt,  thence  ti>  Milfortl,  and  across  to W ate r ford.  My  summer 
was  spent  aimiiij  !lio  different:  theatres  of  Ireland— Cork,  No  wry, 
Belfast,  &c,  during  which  1  was  subject  to  a  succession  of  violent 
colds,  that  laid  tin:  found  at  ion  of  an  illness-  at  a  later  date  which 
nearly  proved  fatal  to  me,  F.ngagemrntsat  Liverpool.  Manchester, 
Chester,  Shrewsbury,  Leicester,  and  Sboilicld  greatly  improved  my 
finances,  and  brought  mo  to  Monday,  November  loth,  1824,  when 
I  re -appeared  at  Drury  Lane-  in  the  character  of  Macbeth.  This 
was  followed  by  Lcoutes,  Jaques,  King  John,  and  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  and  a  novelty  of  much  interest,  in  the  revival  of  Massin- 
ger's  tragedy  of  'Tlio  Fatal  Dowry,'  produced  Wednesday, 
January  5th,  LStio.  The  original  work  is  one  of  very  great  power, 
hut  unhappily  disfigured  by  scenes  too  gross  for  presentation 
before  an  audience  making  pretension  hi  any  degree  of  refinement, 
Sheil  undertook  the  task  of  its  purification,  and  in  its  adaptation, 
whilst  maintaining  the  striciest,  fidelity  to  the  story,  substituted 
scenes  which,  in  energy,  passion,  and  dramatic-  power,  Jul] y  oqutlied 
those  on  which  they  were  grafted.  The  parts  of  Itoehlort  and 
Oharolois  were  very  well  represented  by  IVrry  and  Wallack,  and 
in  Itomont  opportunities  were  afforded  for  the  ill  spiny  of  energy 
and  lofty  bearing,  to  the  full  height  of  which  I  laboured,  not 
unsuccessfully,  to  reach  :  but  though  a  great  writer  says,  "  11  n'y 
a  point  de  hasard,"  we  often  find  results  under  the  Sway  of  casual- 
ties. The  play  was  in  11  acted,  an, 1  enthu-ia-neally  applauded:  its 
repetition  for  the  following  Tuesday  was  hailed  most  rapturously; 
but  Friday  came,  and  with  it  a  crowded  house,  to  find  roe  labouring 
under  such  indisposition  that  it  was  with  diUieulty  I  could  keep 
erect  without  support.  My  disorder  was  inflammation  of  the 
diaphragm,  which  Lor  some  lime  threatened  the  worst  consequences. 
Earle  was  attending  mo,  ami  after  ineffectual  resort  to  the  sharpest 
remedies,  became  greatly  alarmed.  Dr.  Mat-on,  whose  name  has 
lived  in  my  memory  as,  under  tied,  my  life's  preserver,  was  called 
in.  After  some  days  of  doubt  and  apprehension  he  pronounced  me 
out  of  danger:  an  announcement  that  brought  relief  and  con- 
solation to  the  hearls  of  my  young  wife  and  sl-tor,  worn  down  by 
their  watching-  and  constant  attendance  en  my  sick  bed.  It  was 
indeed  from  the  grave's  brink  I  had  been  rescued,  and  to  tho  mercy 
that  restored  me  more  than  even  life  was  owing.  When  at  the 
worst  extremity  (he  kind  .Vrcl  idea  eon  visited  me  with  the  sustaining 
comfort  of  religion  in  the  administration  of  tiie  Holy  Sacrament, 
and  from  that  period  1  date  a  more  serious  contemplation  of  life's 
duties.     My  spirits,  which  up  to  this  illness  had  retained  all  their 
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boyish  vivacity  and  exuberance,  became  greatly  sobered,  anil  (his 
visitation  I  have  ever  since  regarded,  as  an  inestimable  good  out 
of  a  temporary  ill,  in  the  light  of  a  most,  especial  grace. 

When  able  to  leave  my  bed,  which  for  several  weeks  I  was  not 
permitted  to  do.  change  of  air  was  recommended,  and  Cheltenham 
considered  as  likely,  by  its  mild  atmosphere,  to  renovate  my 
exhausted  frame.  Here  we  remained  nearly  a  fortnight,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  Little  3Ialven.i,  where  for  upwards  of  two 
months  I  enjoyed  the  quiet  of  a  comfortable  cottage  resilience,  and 
in  the  pure  air  of  ils  beautiful  hills,  by  constant  exercise  of  riding 
and  walking,  was  rapidly  recruiting  ruy  impaired  strength. 

In  my  marriag.'  i.  had  realised  all  that  tins  must  sanguine  heart 
could  have  pictured  to  itself  of  happiness.  The  studies  my 
Catherine  had  takun  np  with  so  much  earnestness  before  our  union 
slie  continued,  T  may  say,  throughout  her  alter  life,  and  she  never 
entirely  rellmptisued  the  ehaiaeier  of  pupil,  in  wearing  that  which 
she  so  gracefully  did,  of  "  wife  and  friend,"  improving  her  acquaint- 
ance witli  the  best  writers  in  French  and  Italian,  and  making 
herself  conversant  with  the  wotks  of  Milton,  Locke,  Bacon,  and 
our  leading  authors  in  poetry  and  prose  ;  so  that  my  indoor  life 
most  agreeably  diversified  my  enjoyments  and  occupations  abroad. 

My  engagement  with  T'.llision,  which  my  illness  had  so  suddenly 
broken  tip,  was  renewed  for  tbc  latter  part  of  the  Drury  Lane 
season.  From  tlie  impression  made  in  Ihe  winter  by  the  perform- 
ance Of  the  'Fatal  Dowry,'  and  the  high  encomiums  of  the  press, 
sanguine  expectations  were  entertained  of  its  successful  career  on 
the  announcement  of  my  return  1o  appear  in  the  part  of  Ifomont, 
on  the  11th  of  April  (Io'-';>).  lint  here  was  one  among  1he  many 
instances  of  accident  balking  calculation.  In  the  interim  between 
the  revival  of  Massingev's  tragedy  and  toy  return  to  London  public 
excitement  had  been  roused  to  an  immoderate  degree  by  occur- 
rences that  in  their  notoriety  gave  attraction  which,  in  the  more 
regular  course  of  tilings,  would  not  have  exceeded  the  ordinary 
average.  After  the  publication  of  the  trials  in  which  Kean  anil 
Miss  Foote  were  severally  parties,  both  Dmry  Lane  and  Go  vent 
Garden  theatres  were  lor  many  weeks  nightly  crowded  when  those 
performers  appeared  ,  and  in  the  interest  of  their  seises  cr.ilbren  the 
satiated  public  had  lost  sight  of  the  ill  starred  '  Fatal  Dowry,'  the 
simple  but  forcible  passion  of  which  was  forgotten  in  the  tumultuous 
contentions  at  one  theatre,  and  the  vociferous  eliecrings  of  party 
feeling  at  the  other.  It  was  a,  disnppoiuiment  on  many  accounts 
to  l>o  lamented.  A  house  had  been  taken  for  us  on  Jlampstead 
Heath  for  Ihe  sake  of  my  health,  which  as  yet  was  but  imperfectly 
restored,  and  on  my  reappearance  at  Drury  Lane  ill  the  'Fatal 
Dowry,'  I  had  the  questionable  satisfaction  of  being  warmly 
greeted  by  a  very  thin  audience.  The  play  was  in  consequence 
not  repeated  more  titan  two  or  three  times,  and  we  had  to  fall  back 
on  '  Macbeth,'  '  Yirgiuiua,'  &c. 

Meanwhile  Knowies  had  been  busy   with  his  play  of 'William 
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Tell,'  which  ho  brought  to  show  me  previous  to  presenting  it  to 
Elliston.  The  principal  scenes  in  it.  ore  equal  10  tlie  best  that  the 
gifted  author  has  ever  written  ;  but  in  its  original  draught  it 
could  not  have  been  more  than  partially  successful.  The  con- 
spirators before  the  gaie  of  Altorf  deciding  in  liricf  and  prosaic 
language  on  the  upri-iua;  of  the  Cantons  against  the  power  of 
(iesler  opened  the  play,  which  was  the  only  introduction  to  the 
character  of  the  hero.  After  the  fall  of  Geslcr,  with  which,  of 
course,  the  interest  of  (lie  piny  terminate?,  the  invocation  to  the 
mountains,  a  soliloquy,  was  the  subject-mutter  of  a  single  scene, 
and  the  description  of  the  eagle  followed  in  another,  suspending 
with  mere  poetical  language  the  release  of  the  audience.  Knowlea 
had  less  of  the  tenacity  of  auiiiot'ship  ihan  most  writers.  He  was 
open  to  conviction,  and  immediately  that  it.  was  pointed  out  io 
him  how  much  effect  would  be  obtained  by  u-ing  these  speeches 
in  the  early  part  of  the  piny  as  developments  of  character  and 
arguments  of  the  story,  he  ur.'etsitatiugly  made  them  introductions 
to  the  meeting  on  the  field  of  Grutli,  and  brought  the  play  rapidly 
to  a  close  after  the  death  of  the  tyrant.  The  scene  in  the  second 
act,  where  Tell  gives  his  iasiructions  in  Ins  son,  and  hears  of  the 
outrage  on  old  Melchtlinl,  is  admirable;  nor  less  entitled  to 
praise  are  those  between  Tell  and  Ocsler,  which  end  in  the  archer 
striking  the  apple  off  his  son's  head.  There  is  much  in  parts 
of  the  play  that  parlakes  of  the  qualify  of  melodrama,  but  the 
scenes  above  mentioned  would  compensate  for  many  grave  delin- 
quencies. The  evidence  of  the  little  respect  paid  to  the  actors 
art  by  our  managers,  who  were  for  the  most,  part  mere  tradesmen 
in  their  craft,  was  instanced  in  the  production  of  this  novelty. 
The  condition  of  the  treasury  made  it  desirable  that  it  should  be 
hurried  out,  and  alshough,  from  1L0  altera! inns  required,  the  text 
was  not  given  to  me  in  time  to  perfect  myself  in  the  words  of  the 
last  act,  I  was  importuned  and,  I  may  truly  say,  worried  into 
running  the  hazard  of  its  performance,  trusting  to  momentary 
impulse  for  much  of  my  effect  (a  very  dangerous  reliance),  and 
even  under  the.  necessity,  during  the  progress  of  the  performance, 
of  learning  what  1  could  of  the  concluding  scene.  As  it  fell  out  I 
did,  however,  manage  to  speak  (he  text,  or  somcihing  near  it;  and 
the  fall  of  the  curtain  was  followed  with  acclamations  of  applause. 
For  my  subsequent  representations,  which  were  frequent,  1 
persevered  in  the  study  of  the  character,  and  made  it  one  of 
my  most  attractive  personations.  Dexterity  in  the  use  of  the 
bo'w  was  indispensable  to  the  performance,  and  by  dint  of  practice 
archery  soon  became  a  favourite  exercise  with  me. 

On  the  2nd  of  June,  1825,  I  acted  King  Henry  V.  and  Itob  Roy 
for  my  benefit,  and  my  eniraeeuieiil  was  brought  to  a  close  on  the 
18th  with  the  performance  of  William  Tell,  now  fully  established 
in  its  attraction. 

My  confidence  in  the  recovery  of  my  strength  bad  been,  as 
I  soon  discovered,  too   hastily  assumed,    and    it   was  considered 
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advisable  that  I  should  seek  in  further  repose  and  relaxation 

a  mora  perfect  re-irivigoration  of  my  system  before  launching 
again  upon  [lie  course  of  regular  professional  work.  Accordingly, 
alter  fulfilling  (lie  two  engagements  long  since  contracted  at 
Cheltenham  and  Kiimiinjhain,  iiiy  whole  piisi: niiri-  was  given  up  to 
tlic  amusement  which  u  lour  in  North  "Wales  afforded  us.  The 
heat  this  year  was  intense,  and.  as  one  remarkable  instance  of 
it,  I  recollect  in  a  lane  iic:ir  ibc  town  of  Flint  observing  a  man  in 
pursuit  of  some  swarms  of  bees  that,  as  he  informed  mo,  had  left 
their  hives  in  consequence  of  the  sun  having  melted  the  wax 
of  their  combs,  which  was  trickling  down  through  the  crevices 
of  the  wooden  stand  to  the  ground.  The  scenery  of  this  beautiful 
country,  however  familiar  it  may  become,  can  never  pall  upon  tho 
eye  of  iaste,  and  it  was  with  renewed  interest  1  now  revisited  its 
crags  and  peaks,  its  menu:  a  his  and  its  streams,  blest  as  I  was  with 
such  dear  companionship.  In  our  present  wanderings  there  was 
an  object  beyond  tlic  mere  gratitical.ion  which  the  ever-varying 
landscape  could  afford  us.  My  plans  had  been,  formed  to  visit 
America  in  the  course  ol"  the  following  year,  and  us  our  voyage 
would  be  made  from  Liverpool,  1  wis-hed  to  fix  our  residence  for 
the  intervening  time  within  an  easy  distance  of  our  place  of 
embarkation.  We  cherished  the  hope  of  fixing  our  permanent 
abode  on  our  return  in  one  of  those  lovely  valleys,  either  that  of 
the  Clwyd  or  Llangollen,  and  house-hunting  became  part  of  the 
busineps  of  our  tour  by  St.  Asaph,  Abergele,  Conway,  Bangor, 
Llanrwst,  &c. 

At  Llanrwst,  hearing  of  a  neat,  commodious  house  to  be  "let 
furnished"  near  Denbigh,!  rode  across  the  mountains  with  our 
landlord's  son  to  see  it,  and  finding  it.  very  neatly  and  completely 
furnished,  with  good  stabling,  coach-house,  garden,  and  field,  the 
rent  was  soon  agreed  on,  and  '-The  Cottage,  Denbigh,"  was 
decided  on  as  our  address  till  tlic  autumn  of  lH2f>.  This  was  a 
happy  period  to  look  hack  upon,  one  of  tho  happiest  of  my  life. 
Our  cottage  was  all  our  moderate  desires  could  covet:  we  had 
books,  archery,  a  little  eiud  of  three  ponies,  good  spirits,  capacity 
of  enjoyment,  and  much,  very  much,  to  enjoy.  My  Catherines 
studies  were  always  a  source  of  interest  and  pleasing  occupation 
for  herself,  and  for  me  in  my  superintendence  of  them.  Wo  bad 
visitors  in  our  neighbours,  and  some  friends  from  a  distance  as  far 
as  St.  Asaph.  Our  home  was  a  little  paradise  to  us,  and  one  we 
should  have  been  contented  never  1o  leave.  L'ut  tho  world  had  its 
demands  upon  us,  and  as  the  autumn  advanced  I  was  under  the 
necessity  of  resuming  my  profosMonul  duties,  and  of  making  from 
time  to  time  lung  absences  from  "the  happy  valley."  ."With 
the  end  of  September  I  began  engagements  that  carried  me  to 
Southampton,  Liverpool,  Nottingham,  Shrewsbury,  Chester,  Shef- 
field, Leicester,  Lincoln,  Newark,  and  Edinburgh.  .  In  some  of 
these  places  I  had  the  company  of  my  wife  and  sister,  and  after 
one  week  spent  at  home,  continuing  my  active  course  to  Plymouth 
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and  Exeter,  I  ended  there  the  year  1H-23.  Mv  profits  enabled  ino 
to  pay  olfone  mortgage  on  the  Granby  properly  of  £720,  and  the 
year  before  me  opened  with  the  prospect  of  soon  clearing  awaj 
the  remaining  encumbrance. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

182G.— Diary  Lane— 'First  Part  of  King  Henry  IV.'— Elliston  in  FalstafF— 
His  last.  01  ■J'I.,^:.i1:mi-:1i'  S:i/'..''..a  j'iii^  or'  Xow  YuiL — Aivi'iiLrii]]  I'ri.eiiri'jn'.'nt — 
Farevdl  porfoi-niieioc  at  Lsirmin-lmm— Tho  frsn^uty  of  tin.  tlaiaire  voljbo:! 
— ('icKurnsity  of  Jlaorcaily — [.«tt.ars  from  Mr.  ISrimliai  am!  bis  company — 
[.tflj!irfi[va  J  or  A>;;erii.a — 1':lS:::i;i:— Arrival  ;U  Xcw  York. 

The  year  18215,  up  lo  the  dale,  of  April  10th,  was  devoted  to 
country  engagements,  varied  by  ai.-ino  short  visits  to  my  cottage 
home,  and  occasionally  by  the  company  of  my  wile  and  sister,  as 
my  fellow-travellers.  The  mn.nageiuerit  of  Drury  Lane  'Theatro 
had  been  transfer  red  from  ICllislon  to  his  son,  who,  under  the 
committee,  now  conducted  the  establishment,  J:;iliston  remaining 
as  an  actor  of  the  company.  The  absi.  nee  of  Kea.ii,  who  had  gone 
to  the  United  Stares  again,  made  young  lilliston  very  urgent  with 
mo  to  return  to  Drury  Lane ;  but  six  weeks  were  all  I  could  spare 
to  London  from  my  more  profitable  country  engagements,  by 
which  I  was  now  enabled  to  pay  off  above  .t: !  2iX!  of  the  mortgago 
remaining  on  the  Granby  purchase.  'Macbeth'  was  the  play 
advertised  for  my  re-appearance  at  Drury  La.ne  on  Monday,  April 
10th,  fallowed  by  the  repetition  of  William  'fell,  Jaquos,  Loonies, 
Othello,  Virginias,  Loonat.us  IWhumus,  Hotspur,  etc.  An  in- 
terest more  than  ordinary  altnched  to  the  reproduction  of  the 
'  First  Part  of  King  Henry  IV.,'  from  Kih-tons  announcement  in 
the  part  of  1'alstaif.  The  play  was  acied  mi  'Thursday,  May  Iltli. 
Klliston  was  an  actor  highly  di-ringai.-hed  by  the  versatility  and 
power  of  his  performances,  but  of  late  years  he  had  somewhat 
'■  fallen  from  his  high  estate;'' still  such  cm  announcement  stimu- 
lated the  curiosity  of  plav-gorrs.  JHs  rehearsal  gave  me  very 
great;  pleasure.  I  ivatehed  it  most  earnestly,  and  was  satisfied 
tliat  in  it  he  made  the  nearest  approach  to  the  joyous  humour  and 
unctuous  roguery  of  the  character  that  I  had  ever  witnessed, 
giving  me  reason  to  entertain  samr'tin.'  hopes  of  a  great  success 
in  its  performance;  but,  alas!  whether  IVcm  failure  of  voice  or 
general  deficiency  of  power,  the  attempt  fell  ioelfeetively  upon 
the  audience,  and  the  character  was  left,  as  it  has  been  since  the 
days  of  Quin  and  Henderson,  without  an  adequate  representative. 
The  play  was  repeated  on  Monday,  May  loth,  1H20.  .Before  tlio 
curtain  rose  J.  was  in  the  green-room,  and  spoke  with  Tllisfon, 
who  complained  of  being  ill,  and  appeared  so,  smelling  very 
strongly   of  ether.     As   the   evening  wore  on  he  gave  signs  of 
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extreme  weakness,  «"!<s  freemen  ily  iuai:mh]c,  and  several  times 
voices  from  the  front  called  to  him  to  "speak  up."  There  was 
not  on  this  occasion  even  the  semblance  of  an  effort  at  exertion, 
and  in  the  fifth  act  ho  remained  silent  for  some  lilile  time,  then, 
in  trying  to  reaeli  the  tide-scene,  reeled  round  and  fell  prostrate 
lie  for;:  tlie  fool-lights.  It  whs  a.  pi  (eons  spectacle  '.  A  sad  contrast 
to  the  triumphs  of  his  earlier  popiilurir y  !  The  audience  generally 
attributed  his  tall  to  intoxication,  but.  without  jus:  cause.  He  -was 
really  indisposed,  and  the  remedy  from  which  lie  sought  support 
was  too  potent.  He  was  conveyed  to  his  dressing-room  almost 
insensible,  and  never  appeared  upon  Hie  stage  again. 

The  following  night  was  my  benelit,  when  Young,  never  for- 
getful of  the  liko  courtesies  lie  had  received  from  me,  acted  lago 
to  my  Othello.  The  house  was  will  tilled,  and  on  the  Saturday 
following  I  played  for  the  last  time  in  London  previous  to  my 
departure  for  America.  J. raving  London,  engagements  at,  Bristol 
and  Bath  detained  me  another  week  from  my  cottage-home, 
whence,  after  the  enjoyment  of  a  short,  holiday,  I  proceeded  to 
various  country  theatres.  At  Ilinuoigliatn,  now  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  lilehard  ISrunlon.  a  truly  worthy  loan,  I  acted  one 
night  with  the  desire  of  assisting  him  in  his  difficult  enterprise. 
The  receipt  was  £180,  on  which  I  reduced  my  charge  to  £30, 
leaving  him  very  grateful  and  very  happy  at  this  unexpected 
addition  to  his  resources.  My  plan  of  visiting  the  United  Wales 
tills  year  heing  now  determined  on,  I  went,  by  appointment  on 


a  agreement  with  him. 
The   burly   appearance   and   bluff    manners    of    the   American 

manager  did  nor  much  prepossess  me,  nor  was  T  altogether  at 
ease  on  finding  him  reluctant  to  commit  to  paper  the  terms  of 
our  contract.  But  I  was  resolute  in  refusing  to  undertake  the 
voyage  on  a  mere  verbal  engagement;  and  the  conditions,  £50 
per  night,  were  therefore  finally  recorded  in  black  and  white. 
This  business  was  no  sooner  settled  than  he  startled  mo  with  a 
pieco  of  intelligence,  as  yet  a  secret,  which  sank  like  a  deadweight 
on  my  spirits.  He  had  become  (lie  lessee  of  Uniry  Lane  Theatre; 
Bish,  the  lottery-office  keeper,  to  whom  it  had  been  let,  haying 
made  over  to  him  his  agreement  tor  a  lease  on  very  advantageous 
terms.  Among  the  many  injurious  measures  that  weighed  upon 
the  theatrical  art  in  our  country  this  was  a  signal  one,  resulting 
from  the.  mercenary  character  of  the  patentee.  Objection  to  a 
foreigner  as  director  of  a  national  establishment,  if  qualified  by- 
talent  and  accomplishment  for  the  ollicc,  must  be  considered 
narrow-minded  and  illiberal  ;  but.  Mr.  Price  had  no  pretensions  to 
justify  his  appointment,  lie  was  a  reckless  speculator,  his  betting- 
book  for  Epsom,  Ascot,  So.,  being  made  up  for  him  by  Gully  the 
pugilist,  who  had  amassed  a.  fortune  by  his  ventures  on  the  turf. 
He  was  boastful  and  overbearing,  not  popular  even  with  his  own 
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countrymen  ;  of  the  dramatic  art  lie  could  nnlyj  micro  by  tlie  public 
appreciation;  of  dramatic  literature  lie  knew  nothing;  of  the 
tipportuniiies  of  education  he  had  taken  little  or  no  advantage  ; 
in  conversation  bis  only  argument  was  n  wager;  in  sbort  lie  was 
not  a  gentleman,  ami  in  an  evil  hour  was  permitted  to  preside 
over  the  fortunes  of  tlie  Ih-itish  drama.  Tint  the  only  consideration 
of  those  to  whom  the  patents  of  the  Drary  Lane  and  Covent 
harden  theatres  had  been  entrusted  was  the  amount  of  interest 
they  could  obtain  for  their  shares  ;  the  improvement  of  the  public 
taste,  the  cultivation  of  drfliiinfic  literature,  or  tlie  respectability 
of  the  andiences  being  .subject.-;  below  their  liberal  and  enlightened 

The  needful  preparations  for  my  departure  now  engrossed  my 
attention.  Having  business  to  transact  in  London,  I  look  leave 
of  my  friends  there  at:  a  par:  Jul;  dinner  at.  the  l'iaz/a  eotl'eo-house. 
and  made  arrangements  at  Denbigh  for  tbe  can:  of  my  little  pro- 
perty left  behind  dm  inn'  my  absence.  On  Monday,  August  21st, 
182(1,  'Hamlet'  was  acted  at  Tlirmuigham,  as  a  farewell  per- 
formance, to  a  crowded  house,  the  receipts  of  which  were  to  be 
equally  divided  between  the  manager  and  myself.  An  extract 
from  a  letter  to  my  dear  wife  on  this  occasion  wil  best  relate  the 
disastrous  result: 

"The  house  wa;  CtK'i  1(1.;.  My  adiln.';:,  which  wa;  not  cspnc'.cl,  ezoited 
a  very  strong  feeling,   and   «:■.;  v.-pi.uriiu.-l;   re.  dye).     When  Brunt  cm  camel 

into  mv  room  with  the  ai\ :M,  1  deducted  wir'.i  my  pencil  £'28  10;,  for  him, 

and  divided  the  renioiude.v  wH.Il  him;  £«')  for  ray  self,  leaving  £108  IDs! 
for  him,  asking  him  it'  he  was  saf.islie.l.  lie  was  exceedingly  grateful,  'much 
more  than  satisfied.'  W>:ll,  a:!  this  was  very  plo:is;int.  lis  was  to  wait  ou 
me  at  my  hotel.  lien  and  dickens,  the  iuiiowiii;;  morning  Willi  tlie  cash. 
But  on  tlie  following  mnming  tlie  new;  was  brought  Ijy  Mr.  John  Itcyuohls 
that  the  theatre  had  iiacn  entered  by  robbers  in  tlie  night  and'-CJOO  taken  out 
of  the  treasury.  Poor  lliunlon  we.;  in  a  diethyl  state,  on  his  own,  ami 
also  ou  mv  account.  He  is  much  to  bo  pitic  I.  for  t!:o;e  two  nights,  on  which 
1  liaveactea  here,  nee  I  lie  only  ones  that  have  roiled  jj  ICO  through  the  whole 
season.  To  set  his  mind  iu  susne  inmae  at  yest-  I  have  this  morning  written 
him  a  note  as  a  rc'cepi;  in  ('nil,  releasing  him  iVum  live  dciit  of  £.s0  in  which  he 
imagine  I  himself  engage:!  to  me.  The  til  iiicy  i;  a  severe  loss,  but  I  can  bear 
it,  and  I  thank  God  I  on.  To  further  reimburse  poor  Ihuotcn,  who  would 
otherwise  be  unable  to  meet  tlie  snhirbs  cd  hi;  actor.;  on  ria.t urlay,  I  have  en- 
gaged to  act  Virginias  here  to-nou-rew  (coning.  Tin;  biixeii  are  1  understand 
already  all  taken.  I  shall  nut.  receive  a  shilling  for  cither  night:  it  would  not 
be  right  that  I  should  —and  vou  would  be  much  mvccler  tii.at  your  hasband 
should  bo  light  than  rich,  would  you  not?  I  shall  he  at  Cheltenham  on 
Friday:  you  will  I  hope  see  rue  on  Tuesday  evening.  Did  you  leave  Denbigh, 
our  ponies,  and  the  lulls  with  a  heavy  heart?" 

On  August  21th,  1S28,  a.s  I  had  promised,  T  acted  Virginias  to  a 
■very  full  house,  tbe  receipt  of  wbieb  was  £170  10s.,  a  sum.  that 
lightened  considerably  the  instant  pressure  on  poor  unfortunate 
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Brunton.     The  letter"  which   lie  sent  me  on  the  morning  of  the 
23rd   is   inserted  below,  with   those  which   passed  between   Mr. 

*  "Theatre  I! oval,  Eirminj-iinro,  23rd  August,  1826. 
"Mr  Dear  Sin,— If  in  the  agitated  state  of  my  mind,  occasioned  by  the 
variety  of  circumstances  wbkh  i'.ave  occurred,  1  should  feel  myself  unable 
to  reply  to  the  unparalleled  generosity  and  kinoncss  which  you  have  so 
generally  manifested  towards  mo,  but  more  particularly  in  your  note  of  this 
morning,  you,  I  cm  sure,  will  excuse  it.  Of  this,  however,  bo  assured,  that 
your  kindness  shall  over  live  in  the  most  jrateful  ii  clitics  of  my  heart,  and  it 
shall  be  my  great est  priile  through  tm.ry  action  of  my  life  to  merit  the  high 
and  enviable  appellation  you  have  he-en  pleased  to  be-toy,-  usi  me,  '  your  friend.' 

"Richard  jinuxiox. 
"To  W.  C.  Jlaorce.dy,  Esq.,  lion  and  Chickens  Hotel." 

"Theatre  Royal,  Birmingham,  August  2ith,  1826'. 
"  DEAR  filR,— Your  truly  libera!  and  di-]rit.c:ost.:-1  conduct  towards  the 
head  of  the  estabiishwoat  of  whieh  we  an:  members  has  excited  in  us  all  so 
warm  a  feeling  of  ad  miration  and  est.cem,  that  we  are  desirous,  belbre  yon 
quit  your  native  iand,  of  oferir.g  \n-.\  ocr  cordial  thanks  for  you;  generosity, 
in  whieh  wo  all  indirectly  purl  ii.i|c.r.e,  and  our  best  wishes  for  Jour  health, 
prosperity,  and  safe  return.  We  honour  the  mot  ires  which  have  induced  you 
to  act  as  yon  have  done  on  the  present  occasion,  ami  we  feel  grateful  to  you, 
not  only  for  this  individual  ir.stcr.eo  c:  your  kindness,  but  for  supp.-rtinj  by 
your  example,  both  in  public  aad  private  life,  the  respectability  of  a  pro- 
fession which  has  been  too  much  degraded  by  nciny  who  ought  to  have 
sustained  its  credit  and  character.  We  regret  that  the  Lritish  stuge  should 
lose  you,  even  for  a  short,  period,  hut  earnestly  hope  your  talents  will  hens 
justly  appreoi.il.od,  and  even  more  liberally  re  war:  led  in  She  .New  World  than 
they  have  been  in  Britain,  and  that  yen  will  shortly  return  with  a  large 
in  creese  of  lime  and  j'-;ri  u :id.  Accept  the  hu mole  tribute  of  cur  entire  esteem, 
which  we  respectfully  otibr,  and  in  bidding  you  firewcll,  \  crmit  us  to  subscribe 
ourselves, 

"Dear  sir, 

"  Your  obliged,  and  faithful  servants, 
15.  1'.  Bellamy,  I.  Bland, 
J.  Salter,  C.  Jokes, 

TltOS.    STUART,  II.    Mo  VTA  «i;k, 

Jas.  Doers,  Miss  HijmiAixT, 

Jxo.  Gaudneb,         S.  K.  Cook, 
II.  T.  Colt.ii,  Miss  11.  Ti-.ee, 

I.    T.    JOSES,  llLI/.A    IJlDDLO'OS, 

YV.  I.AiiKJN,  S.  Tree, 

J.  H.  Carter,  L.  Pikcott, 

jAJira  Wir.Tos,  H,  Wo:ikton, 

F,  Cir  ari.es,  ili.T/.\   Boutiiey, 

Jno.  W.  Haves.  J  a.  Cook, 

V.n.    SOUTIIEV,  H.    J.ACi", 

C.  I'aeseoe,  Mrs.  JIonAaui-:, 

T.  Richards,  Louisa  Abhtoh. 

"To  W.  Macready,  Esq." 

"Hen  and  Chi, kens  Hotel,  August  25th,  1820. 
"  Mr  Dear  Sir, — !  return  you,  and  the  ladies  and   gentlemen  of   the  liir- 
roingham  theatre,  my  heartfelt  acknowledgments  for  the  kind  and  nattering 
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Brim  ton's  company  and  myself.  Mvm  ii'e  and  sister  left  our  cottage 
at  Denbigh  on  tiic  1'lth,  and  awaited  my  arrival  ut  Liverpool.  Una 
nitrlit" k  perfonuance  at  Bristol  on  Monday,  L'Sth.  ivul  one  at-  Liver- 
pool on  Wednesday,  3i)th,  closed  n;y  pro;'rs,-ior.al  engagements  lor 
this  year  in  England  before  audiences  that  received  my  parting 
acknowledgments  with  the  warmest  tokens  of  personal  interest. 
The  kind  attentions  of  my  old  schoolfellow,  John  Shaw  Leigh, 
previous  to  our  embarkatiun,  are- not  io  be  forgotten.  The  Canada, 
Captain  Rogers,  a  vessel  of  COO  kins,  one.  of  the  hi  rgest  and  swiftest 
of  the  line  then  running  between  Xnv  York  and  Liverpool,  was  our 
ship,  and  Friday,  September  1st,  the  day  appointed  for  its  departure, 
but  whether  to  humour  the  superstition  of  seamen,  or  from  some 
other  caiiso,  we  did  not  start,  till  Saturday. 

Our  passage  was  a  rough  one,  but, before  the  application  of  steam, 
was  considered  a  good  one,  being  made  in  twenty-six  days,  during 
most  of  which  we  were  confined  to  our  berths  by  the  tempestuous 
weather,  so  that  there  was,  Hi. lie  opportunity  for  observation;  one 
day  only  differing  from  another  in  the  degree  of  rolling  and  tossing 
that  we  had  to  endure  from  the  time  w'e  passed  Cape  Clear  to  out- 
reaching  the  Narrows,  the  entrance  to  the  beautiful  bay  of  New 
York.  Captain  Uogcrs  was- a  noble  specimen  of  an  American  sea- 
man; he  had  been  sailing-master  of  Commodore  "Decatur.  Our 
fellow-passengers  were,  with  the  exception  of  two  British  officers, 
commercial  men,  and  not  particularly  in  teres  j  in™.  Our  chief 
acquaintance  was  Captain  Lane.;  of  [lie  71st.  ifc  came  down  to  my 
state-room  (as  the  little  closet  in  which  I  Jay  was  called)  one 
morning,  to  ask  me  if  1  had  ever  seen  the  manoeuvre  of  wearing  a  siiip, 
iiud  begged  mo  to  come  nil,  as  they  were  preparing  for  tho  work. 
It  was  blowing  very  hard,  and  I  had  no  great,  curiosity  in  respect 
to  the  operation  ;  but  I  would  not  seem  to  undervalue  his  courtesy 
and  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  the  deck,  where,  holding  fast  by 
tho  companion,  1  saw  our  craft,  flint  appeared  in  port  of  a  con- 
spicuous size,  now  tossed  like  a-  little  cork  in  the  deep  trough  of  tho 
sea,  which  was,  in  sea-phrase,  running  mounlain*  high.  I  expected 
to  see  it  submerge  t-n:.ry  minute  :  but  she-  was  brought  round  very 
cleverly,  and  1  was  glad  to  hurry  down  to  my  berth  again. 

letter  which  yea  put  into  ray  hand  lnsi  r.i.di'.  if  1  did  not.  feci  honoured  am! 
gratified  by  expressions  s«  fill!  <■!'  ivioird  1  nui.-i,  be  inmi^iele  indeed.  But  you 
overrate  an  set  of  ordinary  good  i'Kdiu;.  A  l';-.r  gveni.':!-  soeriiice  than  any  I 
can  have  made  would  bo  more  than  oomeensnted  by  year  liberal  ozonation  of 
it.  I  am  therefore  tho  more,  iiuhil  ted  io  vv-n,  and  Ihroa^h  my  life  I  shall 
t.roasnro  this  iViundiy  tesiiinooy  of  y::-ur  or,;,vouaL[on.  from  my  heart  I  wish 
you  generally  ;m.l  individually  iivory  srKeess,  ami  again  thanking  you  must 
siueeivly,  anil  bidding  you  farewell, 
"  I  am,  dear  sir, 

"  Tours,  and  the  ladies  aad  ^oath-men.  most  obi igod,  &c, 
"W.  C.  JlAer.cADV. 
«  To  B.  P.  Bellamy,  Esq.,  Theatre  Royal,  Birmingham." 
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We  had  been  twenty-five  days  at  sea,  when,  on  the  27th  of 
September,  the  cry  of  "land  in  sight,"was  re  pi.- a  fed  by  numerous 
voices,  and  produced  a  sciisalion  through  Ihe  ship  that,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  I  did  wot  share.  I  felt  pleasure  in  the  delight 
and  animation  that  brightened  and  laughed  in  every  countenance, 
and  the  land  itself,  the  breaking  up  of  the  level  line  of  the  horizon, 
the  dim  blue  hill,  towards  which  every  eye  was  .strained,  was,  as  ii 
by  sympathy,  an  object  of  interest  1o  me  ;  but  llie  "home  "  which 
my  shipmate.-,  were  approaching  1  felt  more  di.-tant  from  me  than 
before.  Every  one  was  soon  actively  engaged  iu  arranging  liia 
trunks  and  clioiLivii ipr  his  ship  dress  for  guyer  apparel.  One  genfle- 
man,  who  during  the  voyage  had  skipped  about  the  deck  in  a  smart 
fi-ock,  emerged  from  his  cabin,  to  my  great,  surprise,  in  the  single 
breast  and  upright  cellar  of  a.  Quaker's  drab  suit.  The  afternoon 
was  beautiful :  the  sun  was  setting  in  mild,  subdued  splendour  as 
we  neared  the  lighthouse.  The  black  fish  were  tumbling  about 
around  the  ship;  the  land  pave  distinctly,  as  we  advanced,  the 
colours  of  the  soil  and  foliage.  The  pilot  being  taken  on  board,  all 
crowded  around  him,  as  if  lie  had  been  an  admiral  come  to  hoist  his 
flag  over  us.  He  was  an  old  Dutch  skipper,  and  had  a  habit  of 
spitting  on  his  hands  before  every  order  he  gave,  as  if  the  effort 
was  a  manual  exertion.  At  his  command  the  man  was  slung  to 
heave  the  lead.  The  day  was  new  fast  closir;;,  and  the  hind  lay  in 
deep  shadow  around,  JHou  which  a  light  looked  out  now  and  then 
from  some  house  on  the  shore  like  a  friend  we  had  missed  for  many 
a  day.  The  vessel  moved  heauiifully  through  the  sea;  the  sun 
went  down,  and  in  the  deep  obscurity  of  the  twilight  I  could  sit 
apart  and  meditate  upon  the  various  states  of  mind  around  me,  and 
my  own  absence  from  my  nafive  land.  The  melodious  cry  of  the 
seaman  as  he  heaved  the  lead — "Quarter  less  nine— a  ha'  less 
seven"— so  musical,  so  melancholy,  increased  ihe  dejection  I  felt. 
I  sat  listening  to  his  chant  until  we  passed  the  .Narrows,  a  channel 
which  the  meeting  poims  of  the  shore  reduced  to  about  tialf-a-milo 
in  breadth,  and  from  which  the  bay  spreads*opon  iu  grandeur  and 
beauty.  The  dancing  lights  of  the  city,  which  multiplied  as  we 
approached,  the  steamboats,  like  fireworks  on  the  waters,  pouring 
from  their  chimneys  streams  of  fiery  sparks,  the  shouts  and 
questionings  as  we  passed  ihe  boat.- and  shipping  In  the  East  liiver, 
made  a  scene,  strange,  pictureinjie,  and  ioietesl.ing,  and  jet  to  us 
alone  mournful. 
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182S.— T.  A.  Emm;tt— First  appearance  in  Vilnius  at  the  Park  Theatre, 
New  York- Sooicty  in  Sow  York— Visits  to  public  buiiiings,  &c— The 
Fa] Is  of  too  Pa.-,sfiic — Movin;;  ho-jso..  (Jnnmiy  juitiru;  in  Now  York — Fr.riT.it 
—Boston— liiiltitiiure  —Charles  CsnvU— N\sw  Year  customs  in  New  York. 

When  alongside  of  the  quay,  Captain  Lang:  went  up  to  the  Park 
Place  Hotel  to  bespeak  rooms  lor  us,  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
I  was  glad  when  his  mes-em-'er  returned  to  say  we  could  not 
bo  accommodated  before  the  next  day:  my  reluctance  to  go  on 
shore  was  so  groat,  and  I  scorned  to  hold  on  to  (bo  good  ship,  as  if 
with  the  feeling  that  there  was  something  of  Lmgland  still  about 
it.  The  next  morning  a  very  neat  carriage,  that  might  have  put 
to  shame  the  buckney-coaehes  of  London,  came  to  take  us  to  our 
new  residence,  a  well-furnished  and  comfortable  suite  in  an  hotel 
looking  on  the  park,  an  open  space  of  some  extent  planted  with 
trees,  having  tin;  City  Mall,  (lie  Park  Theatre,  and  some  good 
houses  on  the  different  sides  of  it.  Simpson,  the  partner  of  Price, 
anil  manager  of  the  Park  Theatre,  lest  no  time  in  tailing  on  me, 
and  urging  the  c_\ne:iicncy  of  an  early  public  appearance  ;  it  was 
settled  for  Monday,  Oe'oberlhe  L'm.l,  in  the  c'uaraeler  of  Yirginius. 
The  objects  1  had  in  view  in  coining  to  the  L'nUud  Slates  were  not 
confined  to  the  singlo  one  of  making  money.  The  government 
of  the  country,  its  .society,  the  manners  of  its  citizens,  and  its 
scenes  of  grandeur  and  beauty,  so  unlike  what  wo  had  left 
behind  in  our  own  dear  hind,  Lad  claims  on  ray  curiosity  and 
interest.  I  had  besides  resolved  to  spare  no  pains  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  my  art,  and  from  tii.it icing  in  other  a.ctors,  as  in  myself,  the 
injurious  effect  of  grasping  at  sjaiu  by  playing  every  night  in  the 
week,  leaving  no  time  for  meditation  and  study,  1  laid  it  down  as 
a  rule  to  limit  my  pei  romances  lo  three  or  at  most  four  nights  in 
each  week,  and  steadily  to  keep  a  watch  on  my  improvement. 
It  was  ray  practice  never  to  undervalue  my  audiences ;  and, 
though  I  often  found  them  in  .America  less  sensitive  and  more 
phlegmatic  than  those  at  homo,  I  wrestled  with  the  tendency  to 
yield  to  their  apparent  want  of  sympathy,  and  by  acting  de- 
terminedly to  the  character  I  had  to  represent,  my  hearers 
gradually  kindled  into  excitement. 

The  mornings  of  my  two  first  days  were  given  tit  rehearsals  of 
my  plays.  The  afternoons  were  occupied  with  the  delivery  of  my 
letters  of  introduction.  One  of  these  was  of  peculiar  interest, 
addressed   by   Shed   to   Thomas   Addis   Emmott,  who    after    his 

Participation  in  Irish  rebellion  now  stood  at  the  head  of  the  New 
ork  bar.    In  our  many  acquaintances  we  found  very  ready  and 
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agreeable  cicerc i> ■■■,«,  eager  to  poiul-  oi;t  what  iws  remarkable  in  tlie 
city  and  its  institutions,  for  which  a  moderate  share  of  admiration 
would  have  Bom j (ltd  dull  and  disappointing  to  American  ears,  ns 
you  are  expected  in  this  rounh-ylu  pnii.se  without  stint;  and  it 
was  a  complaint  ol'  ilasil  Hi  ail's,  who  arrived  shortly  alter  us,  that 
his  friends  would  not  wail,  lor  ids  deliberate  judgment,  but  exacted 
unqualified  commendation  for  whatever  tliey  might  draw  Ms 
attention  to.  There  was  much  to  admire  and  interest  in  the 
novel  scenes  presented  to  us;  but  to  note  a  description,  of  the 
streets  and  buildings  as  they  appeared  to  ns  in  1S2H,  when  the  iine 
of  Broadway  had  its  utmost  iiiuic  iu  Canal  Street,  would  be  to  givo 
a  picture  that  few  now  living  would  recognise,  so  extensive,  so 
surprising  have  been  its  altera  lions  and  improvements. 

On  my  appearance  at  the  Pork  Theatre,  a  spacious  and  handsome 
building,  the  house  was  crowded,  and  my  reception  all  I  could 
desire.  The  only  occurrence  to  remind  my  wife  and  sister,  who 
occupied  a  private  box,  that,  they  were  not  in  an  t'nglish  theatre 
was  the  rough  treatment  of  a  black  woman,  who  by  some  mistake 
had  got  into  the  pit,  and  for  a  length  of  I  ime  was  hustled  about 
from  one  to  another  amidst  shouts  of  laughter  from  the  white 
spectators,  until  at  last  she  got  into  a  corner,  and.  nestling  down 
there,  was  suffered  to  remain  immoiotled  during  the  remainder 
of  the  evening.  No  coloured  person  was  at  that  time  allowed  to 
sit  either  in  the  boxes  or  pit.  My  performances  being  limited  to 
the  repetition  of  the  characters  in  which  I  had  gained  reputation 
at  home,  gave  occasion  to  little  remark.  The  bouses  were  nightly- 
crowded,  my  emoluments  were  most  satisfactory,  and  thus  three 
veehs  passed  away  agreeably  enough.  The  hespilalily  of  our  many 
friends  gave  us  ample  oppouunity  of  gaining  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  society  of  New  >  oik,  dinners  and  evening-parties  following 
in  quick  suce.s-ion.  Customs  have  much  changed  since  then,  but 
at  the  time  of  which  I  write  a  stranger  going  to  a  dinner-party 
would  probably  find  the  street-door  open,  without  a  servant  to 
answer  either  knocker  or  bell ;  or  if  one-  did  come  to  open  the  door, 
he  would  leave  the  visiter  to  make  his  way,  unheralded  and  un- 
announced, to  the  reception-room,  i  have  more  than  once  suffered 
great  embarrassment  in  entering  a  room  lull  of  people  whom  1  did 
not  know,  and  have  been  recognised  as  a  guest  by  the  courtesy  of 
host  and  hostess  from  brine  the  only  straoecr  present.  The  round 
of  introduction  that  fellows  your  recognition,  and  which  you  are 
then  condemned  to  undergo,  every  individual  seedling  your  hand, 
merely  in  conformity  with  his  own  notions  of  good-breeding1,  and 
not  caring  one  pin  for  you.  is  something  of  an  annoyance.  Hut  I 
found  the  entertainment  almost  always  unexceptionable;  their 
tables  are  usually  arranged  with  good  taste  and  elegance;  freedom 
and  cheerfulness  give  life  to  their  conversation,  which  is  generally 
interesting  and  amusing.  The  scarcity  of  servants  is  a  common 
inconvenience,  and  where  one  is  almost  as  much  an  incumbrance 
as  a  help,  one  is  not  surprised  that  families  dispense  with  all  the 
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hands,  bs  in-door  residents,  not  absolutely  necessary.  Coffee  is 
introduced  at  the  dinner-table,  it  not.  being  customary  to  return  to 
the  drawing-room  to  partake  it  with  the  women  (I  am  writing 
of  the  year  1826').  "When  (lie  Indies  rise  from  table  they  vanish, 
"  and  no  man  sees  them  more."  This  is  odious,  and  a  remnant  of 
barbarism'  that  I  am  glad'  to  say  is  losing  part  of  its  detestable 
character  in  tin;  growing  ,!iniK  of  cigars  with  wine. 

Tlit!  indefatigable  attention  of  our  many  friends  did  not  allow 
my  leisure  days  to  be  idle  ones.  They  wove  diligently  and  agree- 
ably employed  in  visiting  whatever  was  worthy  of  notice  in  or 
about  the  city.  The  principal  public  luiihling  ai  that  time  was 
the  City  Hall,  in  which  the  courts  of  justice  were  held.  A  trial 
of  great  interest,  the  States  prosecution  of  some  bubble  companies, 
gave  occasion  to  ■'fiiumns  Addis  i-lmmett,  who  was  retained  in  the 
defence,  for  a  display  of  his  powers,  and  it  was  with  admiration 
and  rapt  delight  1  listened  to  the  energetic  accents  of  "the  old 
man  eloquent.''  On  leaving  the  court  we  passed  through  the 
vaulted  passages  underneath.  j\  solitary  figure  wits  slowly  drag- 
ging his  steps  along,  close  to  the  wail:  he  was  below  the  middle 
siiie,  dressed  in  a  light  grey-coloured  suit,  which,  with  his  pale 
complexion,  gave  him  in  his  loneliness  somewhat  of  a  ghostly 
appearance.  When  we  had  passed  him,  one  of  .my  friends  in  a 
significant  whisper  asked  me  if  I  knew  who  Hint;  was.  On  my 
replying  in  the  negative,  he  told  me  hi;  was  Colonel  Tiirr,  who  shot 
Hamilton  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  who  bad  been  under  pro- 
secution for  high  treason.  He  looked  a  mysterious  shadow  of 
unrepeiited  evil.  Once  seen  the  vision  was  not  one  to  be  forgotten. 
The  schools,  of  which  Americans  are.ius.ily  proud,  of  course  came 
under  our  inspection.  In  one  of  these  the  principal  teacher  ordered 
the  boys  to  stand  up,  and  made  an  American  harangue  to  them 
which  severely  taxed  our  gravity,  .feinting  to  us,  the  visitors, 
he  emphatically  charged  (hem  to  remember  that  "the  eyes  of 
Europe  were  looking  down  upon  them !" 

An  excursion  was  proposed  to  the  l/'alis  of  Passaic,  and  a  party 
was  formed,  consisting  of  the  "Wilkes's,  and  (.'oldens,  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Basil  Hall,  and  ourselves.  Having  to  wait  the  i'crry-boat's 
return  to  cross  the  Hudson,  we  employed  rite  half-hour's  delay  in 
visiting  the  new  streets  at  the  rear  of  the  i:\chango,  and  in  ad- 
miring the  structure  of  that,  marble  building.  On  our  return,  in 
passing  down  "William  Street,  we  were  stopped  by  an  apparatus  of 
heavy  framework  of  timber  with  large  screws,  hud  across  the 
street.  Our  inquiries  were  soon  satisfied  in  learning  that  these 
preparations  were  for  pushing  from  their  original  site,  to  a  foun- 
dation built  for  their  reception  ten  yards  behind,  two  largo  brick 
houses.  They  bad  been  moved  part  of  the  way  along  the  soaped 
beams  the  previous  night,  and  wilh  so  little  agitation  or  dis- 
turbance, that  a  cup  of  milk  on  the  dining-room  cbimney-pieeo 
of  one  did  not  spill  a  drop  in  its  .journey !  The  whole  distance 
was  completed  in  a  few  days,  and  the  two  houses  were  to  be  seen 
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occupying  a  different  plot  of  ground  from  tliat  on  which  they 
were  first  erected.  Our  wonder  was  not  participated  in  by  the 
citizens  of  New  York,  to  whom  a  more  extraordinary  removal  of 

a  brick  house  pome  time  before  had  familiarised  the  present  ex- 
periment. That  building  was  not  only  moved  from  the  foundation 
on  which  it  originally  slood,  but  was  actually  let  down  upon 
another  some  feet  below  its  original  basement.  Our  road  to  the 
Passaic  Palls  lay  beyond  the  Ferry  of  Paul's  Hook,  across  tome 
salt-marshes,  clustered  with,  irises  a:ul  alive  with  fish,  frogs,  and 
terapins,  and  through  a  rieli  country  beautified  with  orchards  ami 
the  flowers  of  the  tulip  anil  locust  ! :  res.  Wo  slept  at  the  town  of 
Patterson,  and  on  the  morrow  made  an  examination  of  the  ex- 
traordinary geological  phenomenon  which  gives  such  peculiar 
singularity  to  the  falls  of  this  river,  hut  which  a  more  scientific 
vocabulary  than  mine  is  required  to  depict  ami  explain.  It  must 
Kuffice  to  say  that  wo  were  amply  repaid  for  our  journey  hy  the 
wonderfully  curious  i'raclurcs  of  the  earth's  crust  which  it  pre- 
sented to  us,  and  the  rushing  of  the  broken  stream  through  its 
vanillin  fissures. 

A  new  theatre  in  the  Bowery,  a  low  quarter  of  the  city,  was 
opened  during  my  sojourn  in  New  York.  It  was  handsome  and 
commodious  ;  bat  its  locality  was  an  objection  inoperable  to  the 
fashion  of  the  pla.ee.  Slessi'  urs  Conway  and  Forrest  were  members 
of  the  carps  dr:im'diqve,  which  was  composed  of  some  of  the  best 
actors  in  the  country.  I  was  very  anxious  for  poor  Conway's 
success  in  the  States,  holding  him  in  great  esteem  as  a  thoroughly 
gentlemanly  man,  and  entitled  to  credit  for  considerable  talent. 
The  part  he  acted  on  the  night  I  saw  him  was  fhtitus,  in  '  Julius 
Cseaar.'  The  performance  was  even,  perhaps  loo  tame  :  unrelieved 
hy  any  start  of  enthusiasm,  and  correct  iy  described  by  that  chilling 
word  "respectable."  Forrest  was  the  Mark  Antony.  lie  was  a  very 
young  man,  not  more,  I  believe,  than  one  or  two  and  twenty.  The 
"ISowery  lads."  as  they  were  termed,  made  great  account  of  him, 
and  he  certainly  was  possessed  of  remarkable  qualifications.  His 
figure  was  good, though  perhaps  a  little  too  heavy;  his  face  might 
be  considered  haeJsicne,  his  voices  excellent  ;  he  was  gifted  with 
extraordinary  si  rcngih  of  limb,  lo  which  he  omitted  no  opportunity 
of  giving  prominence.  lie  had  received  only  the  commonest  edu- 
cation, hut  in  his  reading  of  the  text  he  should  the  discernment 
and  good  sense  of  an  intellect  much  upon  a  level  with  that  of 
Conway;  but  he  had  more  energy,  and  was  altogether  distinguished 
by  powers  that  under  proper  direction  might  be  productive  of  great 
effect.  I  saw  him  again  in  '  William  Tell.'  liis  performance  was 
marked  by  vehemence  and  rude  force  thai  fold  upon  bis  hearers; 
hut  of  pathos  in  the  atl'eeti  tig  interview  with  his  son  there  was  not 
the  slightest  touch,  and  it,  was  evident  ho  leaf  not  rightly  understood 
some  passages  in  his  text.  Sly  observation  upon 'him  was  not 
hastily  pronounced.  My  impression  was  that,  possessed  of  natural 
requisites  in  no  ordinary  degree,  he  might.,  tmjer  careful  discipline, 
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confidently  look  forward  to  eminence  in  liis  profession.  If  he  would 
give  himself  up  to  a  severe  study  of  his  art,  and  improve  himself  by 
the  practice  he  could  obtain  before  the  audiences  of  tlio  principal 
theatres  in  Croat  JSritain,  those  of  Edinburgh,  Liverpool  Glasgow, 
llh-mingham,  ^Manchester,  Ac.  (linn  pood  dramaiio  schools),  he 
might  make  himself  a  iirst  rate  actor,  .lint  to  such  a  course  of  Belf- 
denyiug  training  I  was  certain  he  never  would  submit,  as  its  neces- 
sity would  hot- lie  made  u])jiisri:iLt  to  Jiiin.  The  injudicious  and  igno- 
rant flattery,  and  ilie  factious  .ipji'huiso  of  his  supporters  in  low- 
priced  theatres,  would  fill  liis  purse,  would  Wind  him  to  his  de- 
ficiency in  t.asle  and  judgment,  and  satisfy  his  vanity,  confirming 
his  self  opinion  of  attained  perfection.  I  spoke  of  him  constantly 
as  a  young  man  of  unquestionable  promise,  Imt  I  doubted  his.  sub- 
mission to  the  inexorable  condition-:,  fur  reaching  excellence.  The 
event  has  been  as  I  anticipated.  His  robustious  stylo  gains 
applause  in  the  coarse  melodramas  of  '  Sparlaciis  '  and  'Meta- 
mora  ;'  but  tin;  trails  of  character  in  Shakespeare  and  the  poetry 
ot  the  legitimate  drama  are  beyond  his  grasp.  My  forebodings 
weir-  prophetic 

.From.  New  York,  where  I  left  my  wife  and  sister  in  their  com- 
fortable hotel,  niy  next  engagement,  which  began  on  the  30th  of 
October,  led  mo  to-  Boston,  where  upon  the  same  terms,  £  GO  per 
night,  1  represented  the  same  plays,  using  my  leisure  days  in 
making  aequainlaneo  with  Thinker's,  or  rather  Breed's  Hill, 
Eaueuil  Hall,  the  Capitol,  the  Common,  ami  the  various  institu- 
tions and  sights  that  laid  claim  lo  my  attention.  The  theatre  was 
nightly  crowded,  and  the  boxes  were  let  by  auction  at  premiums 
exceeding  §200.  A.  traveller  wor.Id  very  often  at.  that  time  hear 
complaints  of  I  ho  iritraetaoiliiy  aial  rudeness  of  Americans.  ■  My 
experience  did  not  then  jus:  My  me  in  admit'. i tig  the  correctness  of 
the  accusation.  In  New  York,  whore  I  had  "frequently  to  make 
inquiries  of  passers-by, 'I  observed  that  the  courtesy  with  which 
they  were  answered  was  not  surpassed  by  the  ;/.«■', iw,  with  which 
a  stranger's  appeals  aie  usually  responded  to  in  the  streets  of  Paris. 
A  young  Englishman  with  whom  1  was  acquainted  was  never 
weary  of  inveighing  against  Ihe  coarseness  and  unaccommodating 
spirit  of  "the  Yankees,"  which  my  own  experience  warranted  me 
in  discrediting.  We  drove  together  una  morning  I"  a  cab  to  Salem, 
a.  pretty  town  about  twelve  miles  from  fleston,  ami  were  frequently 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  those  we  met,  or  to  persons 
living  on  the  roadside,  for  intoiaoa!  ion,  or  assislsiuce  in  regard  to 
the  harnoss  or  vehicle  in  which  we  were  embarked.  In  every 
instance  the  readiest  and  most  obliging  answers  were  given,  and 
the  most  efficient  help  afforded.  On  each  several  occasion  1 
appealed  to  my  folio  w  traveller  :  '■  "What,  will  you  say  of  that  man?" 
"Oh,  that  one  was  civil  cue  ugh  1"  The  next?  "  Yes,  he  was  very 
well."  Another.  "Ho  was  one  of  the  better  sort."  Another, 
and  another,  to  at  least  half  a  dozen  cases,  in  which  he  finally 
reconciled  himself  to  his  persistency  of  depreciation  by  the  general 
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remark,  "Ah,  you  have  the  lack  to  hit  upon  ile1  good  ones!''  The 
simple  fact  beinr;-  thai,  civility  meets  with  civility. 

Cut  I  now  fiinl  it  necessary,  if  T  am  to  make  a  record  of  my 
professional  career,  to  limit  myself  to  the  bare  1'iicls  of  time  ami 
place,  leaving  any  collateral  re  marks  oi'  descriptions  to  a  possible 
future. 

Tho  success  of  this  engagement  induced  the  managers  to  secure 
me  for  its  repetition  in  iho  ensuine;  }lnrcli,  nud  with  most  agreeable 
remembrances  of  the  puritanical  old  city,  which  more  intimate 
acquaintance  only  endeared  to  me,  J",  set  out  on  my  journey  to 
Baltimore,  on  my  way  joining  company  at,  Xew  York  with  my  wife 
and  sister.  Our  rcsid'Hiee  at  Baltimore  was  Barnum's  Hotel,  at 
tii at  time  distinguished  in  the  Stales  for  its  soperiority  in  elegance 
and  comfort  to  all  others.  My  professional  performances,  com- 
menting November  iiOth,  were  in  the  same  plays  in  which  I  had 
acted  at  New  York  ami  Boston  ;  bur  very  serious  illness  mulcted 
me  of  one-half  of  tile  nights  on  which  1  bad  calculated.  We  re- 
ceived attentions  from  many  families,  .among  (In;  vest  from  that  of 
Dr.  Potter,  my  physician,  a  very  skilful,  intelligent,  and  agreeable 
man,  who  accompanied  me  in  a  visit,  which  1  paid,  on  his  own 
particular  invitation,  to  Charles  Carroll,  ot  Carrolltown,  a  man 
most  interesting  from  bis  varied  and  extensive  acquirements,  and 
especially  as  being  the  last  surviving  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  He  was  a  rare  instance  of  extreme  old  age  (being 
then  in  his  ninetieth  year)  retaining  all  the  vivacity  and  grace  of 
youth  with  the  polish  of  one  educated  in  I  be  school  of  Chesterfield. 
In  my  life's  experience  T  have  never  met  with  a  more  finished 
gentleman.  „\t  bis  advanced  sigo  ho  kepi,  up  bis.  acquaintance  with 
the  classics.  He  spoke  of  J:  In  gland  with  ropect,  and  of  his  own 
country,  its  institutions,  its  prospects,  and  its  dangers,  with 
perfect,  freedom,  anticipating  its  eventual  LTcatncss,  if  not  marred 
by  faction  and  the  vice  of  intemperance  in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
detaining  me,  not  unwillingly,  more  than  two  hours  in  most 
attractive  conversation.  "When  at  last  T  was  obliged  to  take  my 
leave,  he  rose,  and  to  my  entreaty  that  he  would  not  attempt  to 
follow  mo  downstair*,  be  replied  in  the-  liveliest  manner,  "  Oh,  I 
shall  never  see  yon  again,  and  so  I  will  see  the  last  of  yon!"  He 
shook  hands  with  me  at  the-  street;  door,  and  . I.  bade  a  reluctant 
adieu  to  one  of  the  noblest  samples  of  manhood  1  had  ever  seen, 
or  am  ever  likely  to  look  upon. 

But  for  my  unlucky  illness  our  visit  to  Baltimore  ■would  have 
been  in  all  respects  satisfactory,  Cn  the  nights  when  I  was  able 
to  act,  the  houses  were  well-filled ;  but  my  stay  there  could  not  bo 
prolonged,  as  my  engagements  with  Simpson,  at  New  York,  re- 
quired my  re-appearance  at  the  Carl;  Theatre  on  3 1,  on  day,  December 
11th,  1826.  Returning  there,  we  took  up  our  residence  in  the  City 
Hotel.  With  ten  nights'  performances,  at,  ±r,0  per  night,  my  pro- 
fessional labours  for  182fj  came  to  an  end.  The  arrival  of  the 
New  Tear  is  welcomed  in  New  York  by  a  celebration  of  old  date, 
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but  one  that  ought  never  to  lie  suffered  to  grow  into  disuse,  so 
sensible  is  its  object,  so  genial  and  so  Christian  is  its  influence. 
On  the  1st  of  January  it  is  the  custom  Fcir  the  ladies  of  each  family 
to  sit  at  home  to  receive  visitors.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  they 
are  not  on  such  an  occasien  aHugcrH-r  indiiterciLt  to  their  toilets. 
The  street  door  is  left  open, mid  refreshments  are.  l.iid  out  in  an 
inner  room.  Every  gentleman  of  their  acquaintance  who  may 
have  a  leg  to  stand  on,  or  a  carriage  to  ride  in,  presents  himself  in 
the  course  of  the  morning  to  shako  hands  and  to  wish  bis  fair 
friends  and  their  families  a  happy  New  Year.  The  whole  city  is 
alive  and  radiant  with  good-humour,  smiles  on  every  face,  and  the 
spirit  of  good  kilo  v.-?  I  up  1. lightening  every  eye.  The  streets 
present  a  most  animating  sight,  swarming  as  they  do  with  well- 
dressed  men  hurrying  in  every  direction  in  and  out  d"  the  hospitable 
doors,  snatching  a  hasty  grip  of  hands  from  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances as  they  make  their  way  jlu-oiisrli  (lie  moving  crowd,  and 
almost  shouting  as  they  pass  the  benediction  of  the  day.  In  tho 
utterance  of  this  day's  good  wishes  old  friendships  are  confirmed, 
new  ones  are  cemented,  social  slights  and  oii'ences  are  condoned, 
misunderstandings  are  coi'iipus-cd;  where  intercourse  has  been, 
from  whatever  cause,  accident  or  shyness,  suspended,  this  day,  if 
taken  advantage  of,  replaces  all  on  an  amicable  footing.  Many 
and  great  changes  have  taken  place  In  Xew  York  since  the  day 
when  I  enjoyed  this  exciting  and,  as  1  feit  it,  this  touching 
spectacle.  Myfriend  Mr.  Wilkes  did  not  expect  me  to  sympathise 
with  this  outbreak  of  social  feeling,  but  it  quite  carried  me  away. 
It  was  a  demonstration  that  made  one  feel  one's  kindred  with 
mankind,  and  I  trust,  if  every  other  celebration  in  this  country 
were  to  he  discontinued,  that,  (his  will  last  whilst  there  is  a  heart 
to  kindle  with  enthusiasm  at  its  Christian  catholicity. 
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[The  autobiographical  reminiscences  (commenced  in  1855)  are  not 
carried  beyond  the  year  1'6'X,  but  tiieve  remains  a  scries  of  diaries 
affording  Macready's  own  contemporary  m-i-nis  '.■!'  his  daily  life. 

From  1827  to  1-Hu2  the  diary  was  Jii.pt  in  small  pocket  books, 
admitting  only  of  a  short  daily  entry.  From  1833  and  onwards, 
it  was  kept  in  books  of  larger  size  (Dunn's  8vo.  Daily  liemero- 
brancers),  with  space  for  hinder  entries.] 


Sriie  entries  for  W'21  arc  very  few,  bcirmriijic:  only  in  September, 
furnishing  no  a.ceimiit:  of  the  return  from  America,  or  of  the 
occupations  of  1  lie  iirst  eight  months  of  the  year.] 

SipU  n;hr  8th. — Leave  Paris  for  Italy. 

(  Lyons— A  v  i  go.  on — Xisrucs — 31  a  i  -s  <  ■  i  1 1  > :  s— Nice —  Genoa— Pisa — 
Florence — Bol  ogna — Milan — and  hack.) 
October  SQlli. — London. 

Xoi'c>i\b-,-  (j.'/i. — JToiise:  In  Weymoiith  St  reel  taken  for  six  months, 
for  £210,  and  carriage  hired  for  same  time  for  £1G  IGs. 

JS'o'xmkr  Villi. — Drury  "banc  begins.  [Macbeth.  First  appear- 
ance for  two  years.] 

Auiilium  Tircsquc  et  aaiaii  ol  CH-porK  0  J>e:vs  ™i7iipr,i<>ns!  mihi  affer; 
Inborn   patientis,  veriquc   icrutatorem   diligenti    '  ' 

sumero .  precibus   meis   concede.     Sine   t~    — lL 
occasio,  futile  est  hominis  ingenium.      ' 
Deus,  precur.* 

[The  cash  account  for  1827  shows  a  total  ineome  from  all 
sources  (including  repayment*  of  loans),  of  e;;,-2,-">  5s,  lid.  and  a 
total  expenditure  (I'm-lini::!;;-  inves.iim.-nl)  of  id,  100  5.*.  1M.] 

*  Al-'.i^itv  C '■.',  ■,:!■'.:  mi  In  'p  and  sti-<a:;;:.ii  of  m in.!  a  ail  body.  Grant  to 
my  prayers  the  r'j'.v.i-.l  ill'  pr.ii-.i-:,  ,ii  a  m;..;t  :ii4 J ;:■,:!! s  il  iici ;.!c  of  patient  talxnji-, 
and  of  the  truth.  For,  without  thco,  5tie:iirth  is  weubii'ss,  opportunity  is 
useless,  and  the  un:!erst:i]iiliiig  of  mmi  is  n  vain  tiling,  bo  thou  my  defence 
for  ever,  O  God,  is  my  prayer.— Ed.  TllANS, 
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1S28. 

January  Is'.— HI  fin  Chester. 

31s*.— Jlalh  (■!  nights). 

F,l,ruam  ll!i.-  -Uristol  (."">  nights). 
2Gth.— Harrogate. 

Jl/r<re/(  ".li.-Lniii  (-1  nights). 

18'/i.— Norwich  (7  nights). 

.-irm; ;{,-,?. -Stiirt  for  Pai-is. 

[The  English  performances  i]i  Paris  in  1^28  took  place  in  the 

Sien  existing)  ^allo  Favart,  and  Macready  had  the  support  of 
iss  Smithson,  who  afterwards  married  jr.  Perlioz,  the  well- 
known  musical  composer,  and  of  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Abbott. 
Miss  Smitlison  obtained  si  gnat  success  with  the  Parisian  public.  . 
In  'Othello'  the  French  critics  made  much  laudatory  remark 
upon  the  innovation  introduced  by  Miicready  of  withdrawing  the 
actual  murder  of  Des.di.mrma  from  the  sight  of  tin;  audience,  and 
letting  it  take  place  within  the  curtains  of  the  alcove  containing 
the  bed. 

The  witches,  in  'Macbeth*  excited  laughter.  In  the  scene  of 
the  cauldron  an  auditor  exclaimed  at  tlie  enumeration  of  the 
ingredients  thrown  inio  it :   "  Oil,  moii  Tliini!  quel  melange!" 

A  burlesque  of  '  Yirginius'  was  produced  at  the  Theatre  des 
Varietcs,  in  which  Odry,  a  Pro  rich  actor  of  broad  oomcdy,imitated 
Macready,  dressed  as  a  Horn.™  centurion,  but  adding  an  English 
element  to  the  costume,  by  wearing  leather  breeches  and  top- 
boote. 

In  a  letter  from  Paris  to  his  wife,  of  this  date,  Macready  wrote: 
"I  am  considerably  l';iti--iii ■■-!,  us  I  play  in  earnest  here  and  feel 
it  for  some  days  afterwards:  but  I  am  more  than  repaid  in  the 
sort  of  transport  that  seems  excited  among  the  literary  and 
fashionable.  I  endeavour  to  procure  every  paper  for  yon,  thai 
you  may  yourself. ind;.'!'  of  t!io  degree  and  in!  crest  of  the  sensation." 

The  criticisms  which  Macready  forwarded  from  Paris  to  his 
wife  arc  well  considered,  thoughtful,  and  appreciative,  and  show 
a  real  knowledge  of  English  literature  and  art.  Tlio  following 
extracts  will  give  some  idea  of  their  value,  and  tbo  la6t  one 
supplies  the  account  of  an  occasion  when  .Macready  was  "  recalled," 
contrary  to  the  regulations  of  the  French  theatre. 

La  Feunion.     18  avril,  1823. 

"Hutle  J:\i::arl—'  Vir<]inius'—Tr<>fj&lic  en   cinq   ac.U-s,   rle  Kimulet. 

— C'est  a  Macready  que  je  ni'attnchc :  lui  seul  est  Tame  de  la 
piece  .  .  .  Qui  croirait  que  cet  honiino,  a  qui  la  nature  a  tout 
refuse— voix,  port  ct  physionomic-  -put  atteindrc  aussi  haut  que 
notro  Talma,  pour  qui  ellc  avait   tout  fait?     Cc  proillye,  qu'on 
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racontc  de  Le  Kain  Macready  Ic  realisait  lner.  Jamais  acteur 
n'a  plus  completemciit  ■! i^unu  jioui-  lairo  place  an  personnago  : 
jamais  do  plus  tcviiblcs  I'moticns  nc  so  print  pi essees  sur  le  visage 
d'un  homme,  pour  passer  dans  le  occur  do  ceux  qui  le  regardaient; 
1'illnsion  etait  complete,  ct  devona.il:  pr<?.=qno  irac  souftrance. 
Expliquer  de  telles  impressions  qui  lVtsaierait?  Cost  bcaucoup 
de  pouvoir  les  soutenir;  el  favoue  que  pour  moi,  qui  n'arrive 
pourtant  pas  tout  neul' aux  dtlts  fin  ilu'-airc,  cet  effort  a  fini  par 
m'eiro  cnticrcment  impossible.  On  a  honte  de  dire  qu'on  a 
sanglotte  an  spectacle;  cc-pendant,  quulqut-s  pcrsonnes  m'ont 
avou6  que  lour  cuiotkm  avail  ete  poussoo  jusque-la;  et  j'aimc 
im iuux  mcttrc  id  lour  confidence  que  la  mionne.  On  m'a  dit  que 
Jlifs  Smithson  a  ete  admirable  au  moment  de  l'agouie  dons  la 
lutte  de  riiomicur  centre  1'amonr  de  la  vie:  jo  n'en  at  rien  vu  ; 
il  y  avait  deja  quelques  instants  que  je  ne  pouvais  plus  regarder." 


L'LmvnipUlilr.  1'j  avrJ,  Mid. 
"  M'nyiviJi/  <I.<:rh  '  Viqiiiiiu?..'-  Ce  (l-agedien  n'e^eclle  pas  settle- 
ment dans  un  genre  exclusii:  prcsque  egal  a  Talma  dano  les 
passages  tonchants  et  terribles,  il  se  montre  aussi  beau  que  Lafont 
dans  les  monvenic-nts  ciU'vulei-esquc-p.  11  a.  fait,  vcrser  des  larmes 
dans  la  scene  des  iiancailles;  .  .  .  je  n'essaicrai  pas  d'exprimer 
les  affreuses  emotions  qu'on  eprouvc  au  moment  de  la  catastropbe. 
Macready  abuse  peut-etre  un  pen  de  cet  horrible  situation :  il 
tient  trop  longtcmps  Je  coutcau  suspendu  sur  le  spectateur ;  on 
l'admircraifc  plus  si  Ton  souffrait  raoins.  .  .  .  1'amo  dediiive  avait, 
bosoin  de  voir  pcrir  l'infame  Appiua :  "Virginias  en  demence 
I'etrauglo  dans  sa  prison.  Nous  conseillons  a  quclque  peintrc 
d'aller  voir  Macready  diiiis  la  dt.rniure  scene,  lursque,  agenouille 
pres  du  cadavre  d'Appius,  qu'il  vicut  tl  etouffer,  les  yeux  fixes,  la 
bonebe  becnte,  il  sonbln  frappe  d'une  epouvantable  stnpcur:  ce 
tableau  est  de  ceux  qui  ne  sortent  jamais  dc  •-  -    ' 


Journal  des  Bebats. 
"  Othello. — Lo  role  d'Otbcllo  n'a  pas  etc  moms  favorable  bier  a 
ilacready  que  1'avaient  ete  precuknimeiit  ceux  de  Yirginius,  de 
William  Tell,  ct  d'Hamlct.  L'annouce  que  cetto  representation 
etait  la  dernieiv  dan*  laqudie  i:uiis  vernens  ee  grand  actenr  avait 
rcmpli  la  sallc,  et  Macready  semble  avoir  voulu,  en  redoublant 
d 'efforts  et  de  talent,  redoubler  les  regrets  que  son  depart  doit 
exciter.  Sans  e tab lir  de  parallele  entro  lui  et  les  deux  eclebrcs 
tragi'diens  anglais  qui  1'ont  precede  dans  le  meme  rolo  (Kean 
et  Kcmble),  on  a  gencralomeiit  remarque  que  par  des  rnoyens 
differents  Macready  sa.vuit  ariiver  an  memo  but.  et.  devenir  leur 
egal  sans  etre  leur  imitatcur.     Non  moins  admirable  dans  les 
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raouvements  d'unc  (loiicc  scusibililo  ....  que  dasis  Ics  transports 
(Time  jalousie  effrunee  et  dans  Ics  cxci'S  do  IV  pouvan  table  ven- 
geance qn'elle  lui  inspire,  il  a  tour  a  tour  attendri,  emu,  enrayc 
Ids  spectateurs,  et  n'a  point  laisse  a  la  reflexion  Jo  temps  do 
e'arrGtcr  anx  i]i'^aii(i;s  lijz:;m>s  qui  rt.liigurent  l'un  des  chefs- 
d'oeuvre  de  Shakespeare.  Le  trioiriolic  do  l'acknr  a  etc  coniplet, 
et  apres  la  piece  il  a  eie  redemandt*  avee  des  acclamations  si 
francliement  unanimes  quo  Ion  no  conceit  pas  qu'on  ait  voulu 
s'opposer  a  un  vecu  aussi  sincere  ct  aussi  innocent  an  reglement 
de  police,  qui  par  sa  tyranuiquc  absurdite  devroit  ctre  considcre 
comme  aboli  avco  le  ponvoir  d'oii  il  tiroit  son  existence.  Ccpen- 
dant  Abbot  s'est  cru  oblige  de  venir  la  rappeler  au  public,  qui  a 
trouve  un  moyen  tres-plaisant  de  1'elmler,  s;ms  que  M.  le  Commis- 
sairc  de  police  put  s'en  offender  nu  se  raiire  eompromis.  TJn  grand 
nombre  de  jeunes  gens  so  sont  rendus  au  theatre,  et  ont  invito 
Macready  a  descendre  avec  eux  a  l'orchestre  des  musiciens.  A  la 
vue  de  l'acteur,  que  son  costume  iaisa.it  facilement  reconnaitre,  les 
bravos  et  les  battements  de  main  ont  delate  dans  toutes  les  parties 
de  la  salle,  et  les  amis  qui  entouraient  Macready,  interprelunt  les 
desks  du  public,  ont  saisi  Macready  a  bras-le-corps,  et  malgre  une 
resistance  modeste,  1'ont  porte  sur  1'avant- scene.  C'est  la  qu'il  a 
recu  de  lassemblec  des  adieux  qui  ont  paru  produire  sur  lui  une 
vivo  impression." 

this  occasion  was  for  tlirco 


April  2%Gi.~ Drury  Lane  engagement. 

May  23nf. — Last  night  at  Drury  Lane,  and  benefit. 

[The  receipts  of  this  engagement  of  four  weeks  were  £410J 

May  26(/j. — Birmingham. 

June  dth. — Taunton. 

12th.— Bridgewater. 

■ 23rd. — Second  engagement  at  Paris. 

[C100  a  week  for  four  weeks.] 
July  £4 th. —London. 

2%th.— Exeter  (5  nights). 

August  7 th  —Swansea. 

—  llfh.— Birmingham  (1  fortnight). 

September  $th.— Yarmouth  (4  nights). 

15ift.— Cambridge  (1  week). 

2Wi.— Lincoln  (3  nighis). 

October  Bt'n. — Shrewsbury  (3  nights). 

13th. — Liverpool  (1  fortnight). 

27th.—. Nottingham  (5  nights). 

[From  Nottingham  Macready  wrote  to  his  wife,  who  had  been 
urging  him  to  leave  the  stage,  and  discussing  the  place  of  their 
future  residence  :  "  Where  to  live?"  "  Will  you  go  to  Uotterdam, 
Seringapatam,  Chippenham,  any  '  ham  ?'    Wo  young  fellows  roam 
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about.    Arc  we  to   return  to  Wales,  or  vegetate  fit  Pinner?* 
Settlo  where  you  like.     Wherever  thou  art  will  seem  Erin  to  me  !"] 

November  1  (MJ— Eurv  St.  Edmunds  (4  nights). 

17//,—  Sljeilidd  (Slights). 

24th.-  Cardiff  (1  ni-hts.) 

December  1st. — Bristol  (0  nights). 

. — ■ .  W.— Wolverhampton  (3  nights). 

171',. — P  oldies  ti  r  i'l  nights'). 

2lith.— Ipswich  (4  nights). 

[Total  receipt  of  year,  £2,301 10s.  3d. 

Expenditure,  £1,953  4s.  lOd. 

The  plays  chiefly  performed  <  1 1 i i T c i ^ ;  iho  English  provincial 
fiiiTifrcriifiits  in  1828  were,  'Othello,'  '  Virginius,'  'Macbeth,' 
'  William  Tell,' '  Hamlet,'] 

1829. 

January  1st. —  Ut  bene  mcrear  do  he-minibus  gestiquo  bonis 
favorem  twim  ndipisear,  O  Deua  cmnipotens !  prccibne  meis 
concede-t 

Junuary  ~iih.- — Plymouth. 

■   -■■■■  —  19fft. — L'alii. 

22?;'/,  dr.    [Engagements  at  Bristol,  Stratford,  Warwick, 

Grantham,  Pontefract,  Halifax,  Newcastle,  Shields,  Greenock,  Kil- 

March  6th.— Belfast  (6  nights). 

23rd  to  April,  lit. — Worcester,  Northampteii,  Stamford. 

April  11th. — On  this  day  my  dear  lather  died.  May  the  God  of 
Mercy  give  grace  to  his  departed  spirit,  and  receive  him  into  his 
eternal  peace. 

ApritlSth. —  Followed  my  dear  father's  body  to  his  grave.  0 
God,  bless  and  receive  him,  and  spare  mo  further  trials  of  such  a 
nature.     Amen. 

April  J'JIh.—  Beached  my  dear,  dear  home.  Praised  and  blessed 
be  the  name  of  God  for  all  his  mercies  and  goodness  to  me. 

May  IK/;.— Bristol  — close  the  theatre — [for  his  father's  widow]. 

[No  entries — time  apparently  spent  at  home.] 

August  24 (/(.—Swansea. 

Hi-j,tii\b:  r  3r:l. — Beiiiiiied  home. 

October  &h.~ Brighton  (■(  nights). 

12(7;.— Liverpool  (!i  nights). 

19(4.— Birmingham  (5  nights). 

*  M.ici'Kidy  Wiis  now  r&iain;  at  Pinner  Wc-c-l.  lli.lillflsei,  three  miles 
beyond  Ihinoiv,  i'.nJ  t.lijut  lil'iinn  miles  distrait  from  f.'ovcnt  Garden  and 
Diury  Lane  Theatres. — Y.D. 

f  Almighty  Clc'ii,  £r;.nt  to  my  ]irim>!'5,  (tint.  I  may  ■lo-erve  well  of  men,  and 
by  my  good  actions  obtain  thy  mvoar.-  El).  Trans, 
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Od'jlr.r  23;/'.— Leicester. 

Kwianbur  1  !'i (//,—  ^las;;ow-  (0  nights}. 

2.5th.  —  r,dinh;irs;ii.    "I'evionu'iijr  '  Yirpnius,'  '  Ham  let,' 

'Macbeth,'  'Othello,'  'William  Tell,'  'Cymbeline,'  'Venice  Pre- 
served,' 'King  John.' 

[The  vear  ends  iviih  :i  short:  Latin  prater  of  thanks  and  praise. 
Total  receipts  J 'or  if.'.'X  £'2;2Q3  10s.  2d. 
Expenditure,  £^,223  Ws.  5d.] 


1830. 
[In  the  poeket-bool;  for  W,0  ccimr.oiiecs  the  practice,  yearly 
continued,  and  with  occasional  additions.,  of  copying  certain 
sentences  and  maxims  for  the  guidance  of  life,  into  the  blank 
leaves  at  the  beginning  of  the  hook.  In  the  present  hook  occur 
the  following :] 

0  teaoh  us  to  numxu  our  days  that  \re  may  avo.dy  oar  licirls  unLii  wisdom. 


The  art  of  life  corsi-its  vevv  n:ucti  in  in  it.  siiiJl".:ri::  t  ourselves  to  be  armored 
by  trifles.  The  detail  of  an  aoemmt  is  (if  little  eloquence,  if  the  sum  total 
is  in  our  fiLVOur.  A  wise  man  will  not  stqi  to  vex  him.-ell'  about  petty  items, 
but  turns  at  once  t.«  the  liouom  of  the  page. 


[There  are  also  a  couple  of  short  pre-tTipiions  of  laudanum  and 
antiraonial  wine  for  a  cold  ;  and  of  sal  voUlI  jlo  as  a  lotion  for  a 
relaxed  throat,  A  list-  of  promjii  books  is  copied,  indicating  the 
plays  in  which  ^Fiici-i^dy  iviw  chk-ily  pi.?r!'on  Dins'  during  the  year  : 
'Macbeth,'  '  Othello,'  "  Yiiginius,'  -Hamlet.,'  'King  Jokn."Corio- 
lanns,'  'Henry  YIIL,'  'William  Toll,'  ' Henry V.,'  'Werner,' 
'Fatal  Dowry,'  'Jhvmon  and  I'ythiiis,'  'Yenice  Preserved,'  'Re- 
venge,' 'Julius  Ciuwir,'  'Oymbelme,'  'Rob  Roy,'  'King  Lear,' 
'  Jane  Shore,' '  As  You  Liko  It.' 

January  1st. — Anno  ineunlc,  libi,  Dens,  prceor,  tut  amen,  auxi- 
lium,  solamenquc  semper  mihi  ad-is  1  hevereii  et  amarc  to,  0 
magna  virtutis  Spiritus  1  virtuteniejue,  dum  vivo,  mo  colcro, 
pi'ecihns  meis  concede.     Amen.* 

Jaiwii-y  Wh. — i'ortsinoidu  'I  ni-hls), 

181L— Bristol  (L  week). 

February  ath.. — Bristol  again  (1  night). 

8lh.— Bath. 

15th. — Manchester  (5  nights). 

*  With  the  o]h4i:t:l-  year,  I  pr.iy  Ciw.tr,  O  GoJ,  lie  with  me,  over  my  di'fi'nee, 
my  aid,  and  my  coimort,  and  ^rant  to  my  luiiyei.s  thut  I  may  revere  and 
love  Thee,  Great  Spirit  os  gnniliiess;  and  while  1  live  that  I  may  seel;  aha 
L-.'ula..-^.     Amen. — Ed.  Trass. 
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February  22nd. — Dublin. 

—    2QI.I.—  Pold    mv    engagements    at   Dublin    nnd    Cork 

(altering  the  fortnight  at  Cork  to  Dublin)  to  Mr.  Biuin  for  £600, 
to  conclude  on  Snttmlav,  April  3nl.  io  lie  imid  £300,  Saturday, 
March  13th,  and  the  remaining  £300  on  April  13th. 

April  2nd. — Gave  up  £100  to  Mr.  Dunn,  in  consequence  of  the  ill 
siuicces  of  the  engagement. 

April  ill/.—  H.iiv  my  Catherine  and  Letit.ia,  sail  for  England. 

!>th. — Pelfast.  — '  (.JhtnL's  Causeway,  &.n.,  visited.] 

8th.— Colerainc. 

17tL— Dublin. 

IStk— Sailed  for  England. 

l\Liy  $<■ ■'r.—'Il  ore  ford  (  :  ni-htsj. 
. 1401.— Ludlow  (2  ni-hts). 

SiM.—. Birmingham  (7  nights). 

June  8th,  &c. — Lichfield,  Stourbridge,  Ashby, 

24tk. — Sponsalis  dies  mens,     Peaium  sit  nomenDei  optimi, 

qui  milii  tantam  felicitatom  jc.'ubuir.  peimisitqne.  Auctor  virtutis, 
omnisqiie  boni, in  nic  me0si]ue  earitutom  tuaiu  ostendas  perenuem 
hnniilitur  teorol* 

July  31sf,— Entc rod  into  Tan  enjMgcinont  with  Mr.  A.  Lee  for 
three  years  at  Dvury  Dane  Theatre.  il-A)  per  week  and  half  a  clear 
benefit  lor  the  first  season ;  £40  per  week  and  half  a  clear  benefit 
for  the  two  following  seasons. 

Airnixt  ith. — "Went  to  London.  Saw  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence's 
gallery. 

Awiv.d  Xilh.-  Cork.  Macbeth.  Played  it  naturally  and  forcibly 
(8  nights). 

An-niHi.  ZOtl. — Yarmouth  (5  nights). 

September  lUh  —  Margate  (3  nights). 

24th. — Leicester. 

2 1th.— Scarborough. 

October  4th, — Liverpool  (1  week). 

11  (ft .—Re ached  Elstrce  |  from  Birmingham  :  arrived  at 

Elm  Place.     L.  D. 

October  YAH.,— Open  at.  Drury  Lane. 

14th.— Went  to  London  to  read  'Werner' to  Mr.  Morton. 

Returned  to  Elm  Place. 

Udolxr  1  "ill.— Sv\v  Mr.  A  in?  worth  on  Arteveldt. 

IWi. — "Went  to  London.     Rehearsed  '  Virgin  ins.' 

November  Intl.— Plymouth  (5  nights). 

nth.— Dined  with  Macaulay. 

*  Mv  vvi^LIli'.^  iIl'.v.  Lk:':ri;-.t  he  tin:  T.wmr-  ni'Cn:].  vA'o  Ims  given  and  per- 
mitted to  me  .so  ivucli  linjiiiint-s.  Auth:.r  <■(  c\..-uil.jLif-a  and  of  ail  good,  I 
JiuintilT  btaoucii.  'i'iu-e  to  :,Siuw  Tliy  in--vc:'-:".iilinj  love  to  me  and  mine! — Ed. 
TRANS. 

t  Macready  was  now  living  at  Elm  Place,  Elstree,  on  the  borders  of 
Middlesex  and  Hertfordshire,  fiiiix  miles  !ji>yu:id  ]■'..!  ^waye,  and  about  thirteen 
miles  from  the  two  great  theatres.— Ed. 
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Nown'irr  21tf  — Arrived  in  London. 

15(/i— Werner.     Succeeded.    Ij.  D. 

December  2l>;/<.— Tiiis  luunilii.^  it,  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bless 
me  with  the  gift  of  a  beloved  daughter.* 

[The  professional  receipts  of  the  yeir  1S30  arc  entered  separ 
ately,  arid  show  a  total  of  £1,817  1  u.s.  Trf.  for  thirty-nine,  weeks' 
performances  in  the  provinces  and  at  Drury  Lane.] 


[In  the  blank  leaves  at  tlie  oomm-a]i:CTiie:it  of  the  pocket-lionl; 
for  1831  a  passage  from  Cicero's  '  Offices '  1,1.  25,  28)  is  added  to 
the  entries  of  the  preceding  year :] 

Nihil  l;iuil:i*jilius,  nihil  mri;no  it.  :n-;i«:;ira  virj  digiiius,  plafrdjilifnte 
stqne  clement ilt  ....  Kj<h-c.p:l:1;l  ii.;t.  >M  iniii  fucUi'.n:  i-.l,  : .  1 1  i  t.ndo  animi  .... 
ne,  si  jrascamm-  nut  intempc-tivo  i^oidpnfiiirn  ant  iinjui  J^nt.ia-  rogaulibus,  in 
morosifltuni  i:Mi;.:l,-::;  (it,  o.lii>-..[Li  iiloidamUS.f 

January  Villi. —Catherine  comes  down  to  dinner.  La'isrL'i'attKqui: 
Deo  I 

January  2lth.-  -'  William  Toll.'  Called  for  by  the  audience. 
[And  the'samc  out  ry  occurs  on  the  29th.] 

J-ni'lar,/  olr~.''.-     I?ristol.      Baih  (L  lv'Cok). 

February  2'th-.— Lodgings  in  Norton  Street  Dino  with  Mr. 
Harley,  14,  "Upper  (ioworiiircet  six  o'clock. 

Ftbnia.ry  2S'.'i.     Saw  Kean  in  Brutus. 

March  2nd.— Breakfast  with  Fred.  Reynolds.  Mot  Bernal, 
Colonel  Oradock.  I.ady  lilosr-iji.^'o:!.  ( 'urole  and  C'Ontosse  lVOrsay. 

March  '\  ■]/./). — Mnebefh.     Called  for  by  the  audience.     L.D. 

April  8(h. — 'Pledge.'!     [New  tragedy  (performed  8  nights).] 

lltt. — Talfourd,  Birch,  Cooper,  and  Knowles  supped. 

23rd.—  Sign  lease  of  id  in  Place.     Shakespeare's  B.D. 

•AS!!,.— Alfred  the  Great-S  (13  nights). 

May  lOi.h. — Sent  escuso  and  donation  (£5)  to  the  Literary  Fund. 

llth.— Literary  Fund  Dinner— '  Werner.' 

l&th.— Sent  advertisements  for  benefit.    Sent  bills  for  ditto. 

2ilh.— '  Virginias.'     Called  for  by  the  audience.     L.  D. 

•  Christina  Letitia  (Nina):  diet  24th  Febrnary,  1850.— Ed. 

t  Nothing  i.<  icoi':!  M0id!<!rrr.  ,i::'.;iii;;:^  itt.-iiv  n-i.'vrliv  •  •t'a  noble  mnl  en-it  mm] 
than  forboairmo.e  im:l  .ipl-iftdili:  disposition.  Wo  should  also  be  mindful  to 
observe  a  cert  run  four!  .:■■>•  not  nar-nrl.iin,;:!  -,vi:h  rjscrvo,  and  to  (ivoil  ,we':.v  at 
ill-timed  visiting  ;in:l  in. .n-.-t iiurr.t.  ri:([O0.;ts  ;  o;!:erwi-,c  we  incur  the  risk  of 
falling  into  an  habitual    ill-humour  as  annoying  as  it  is  unprofitable. — En. 

t  'flic  '  Pledge ;    or,  Castilinn  Honour,'  an  adaptation   from  Victor  Hugo's 
'Heinruii' — Ma  mo  mly's  purt  ivns  Don  Leo. — Ed. 
|  By  Sheridan  Knowles. — Ed. 
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May  21th-  Benefit,  Dens  benigne  ail  sis.  '  Oorioknus,'  'Critic,' 
1  Blue  Beard.'  [The  proceeds  oS  the  bemlit  appear  to  have  been 
£176  2s.] 

May  30th. — Dine  with  O'llanloii."*  halfpa-t  G  o'clock. 

June  lsf.— '  Coriolanus.'  Played  bettor  than  first  night.  My 
friend  Jackson  died.     Hcquiescat. 

June  2nd.—'  Jealous  Wife.1  Received  a  note  from  Captain 
Polhill  offering  £,r!0  per  week  for  next  season. 

June  1th. — liiiie  with  Talfoard,  quarter-past  0  o'eloel;. 

SKA.— Went  to  poor  Jackson's  funeral. 

13a— Last  nigbt,  Drnry  Lane. 

14ft.— Mr.  Lee's  benefit. 

July  1st. — Went  to  town.    Dined  with  H.  Smith, 

2nd. — Town.    Dined  with  Bourne. 

3rd. — Came  home. 

lift:— Insured  my  life  for  £2099. 

Aii.'juft  ith. —  Wrote  to  I'Mwiinl.  Came  to  town.  Saw"  ancient 
masters. f     Went  to  House  of  Commons.     Dined  It.  Smith. 

Auijust  8th.— Swansea  (4.  nights). 

15a— Leeds  (6  nights). 

21at.— Came  by   coach,  to   Manchester,   and  thence  by 

railway  to  Liverpool  in  km  thai,,  tin  hwir  and  a,  half, 

Attgust  22ft d  — Liverpool  (6  nights). 

tie-iilcmlxr  V)th.— Settled  with  Mr.  Rtimi  an  engagement  with 
Captain  Polhill  for  (wo  years  at  Drnry  Lane  Theatre,  at  £30  per 
week,  including  Lent,  with,  at  the  same  time,  leave  of  absence 
during  Lent  and  half  a  clear  benefit,     Dene  fit  on  Monday.     Orders. 

Mrftimler  Xitli.— Mr.  Knowles  undertakes  to  do  for  me  scenes  in 
'Maid's  Tragedy'  for  hull'  the  profits. 

[The  following  entry  is  one  of  several  similar  ones,  and  shows 
how  closely  Maeready  attended  to  his  farming  affairs  in  the 
country :] 

September  22nd. —  Vaera  impret/nu.hi. 

2m.-  -Shrewsbury  (3  nights). 

October  1st. — Drury  Lano  Theatre  opens.  Take  lodgings,  £1  !i.«. 
per  week,  in.  each  fire,  for  one  month. 

October  10ft.— Walked  to  St.  Allmn's.  Haw  Abbey,  St.  Michael's, 
Loi-d  Bacon's  monument,  lfoman  Wall,  (Ve.     i'eiurned  in  chaise. 

October  14.'/;,— Saw  Kenn  in  'Othello.' 

15th. — Head  the. '  Jiridal '  to  Morton.    Approved.    Bean 

in  Sir  Edward  Mortimer. 

October  ISM. — Signed  an  agreement  with  Capiahi  1'olhill.  Went 
to  Elstree. 

October  20th. — Delivered  MS.  of 'Bridal'  to  the  managers. 

*  Hugh  Marmaduke  O/Hanl/m,  afterwards  counsel  to  the  Irish  Office  in 
London.— En. 

t  Th inhibition  fmuicvly  hclii  smnnullv  at  the  P.iiii-h  Gnllerv,  Pall  Mall 
—on  *he  site  now  occupied  by  the  Ma-lborough  Club.— Ed. 
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October  29th.— Read  the  '  Bridal.'    Middling  effect. 

November  10tt.— '  Bridal '  re jeeted. 

28tli.— Saw  Young  in  'Zanga.'     Very  good. 

December  1st. — Agreed  for  "Dublin.  £,':1'"'0  secured  lor  three  weeks. 
Terms:  clear  thirds,  Mondays  and  Saturdays;  clear  fourths, 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.     Divide  the  benefit. 

December  dth.— Came  to  town  and  returned  to  Elstree  in  the 
evening. 

Decembsr  22nd. — Ellen's*  half  year  due.  'Walked  down  to 
Elstree. 

Th'.c.emh.'T  SOC/i. — Filia.  niefi  amatissima  nata  est.  Deus  parens 
protege,  dirige,  et  adjuvaeamlt    (Nina's  birthday). 

[The  total  of  receipts  from  all  sourees  in  1831  is  entered  at 
£2,01W  'Is.  Id. ;  of  payments,  at  £2,3G7  lis.  5rf.] 


1832. 
[In  the  book  of  1832  the  following  scntenees  appear  for  the  first 


Aiy  ipta*eitw.\ 

February  fi'/i. — '  Alandet.'     Tiaved  naturally  and  considerately. 

23rd— My  diirliti-  f-hild  Wiilficd  alone,     L.I). 

28ift. — '  Jfiehard  1.1,1.'     Acted  naturally  and  earnestly. 

March  1st.—'  Macbeth.'     ] 'laved  really  well 

5th.— Bath.    Bristol  (4  nights). 

12th.— Manchester  (5  nights). 

19th.— Dublin  (4  weeks). 

April  3rd.—'  Winter's  Tale.'  Acted  Indifferently.  Violent  and 
imliscL-Sniiiiative. 

April  ilh.— Dined  with  Colonel  D'Aguilar. 

Gift.— Bine  with   Captain  TioJton.    Invited  by  the  60th 

Rifles'  mess. 

April  7th. — '  Werner.'  Not  acted  well.  Distressed  by  peoplo 
round  me. 

ApiillO::!.— 'Virginius.'  Deppcak  of  garrison.  My  cold  still 
very  bad,  and  little  expec'aiion  of  losing  it  while  hero.  Very 
low  and  unwell.  Acted  feebly  but  not  altogether  ineffectually. 
Very  ffl. 

•  Macreadys  sister,  to  whom  lie  made  a  yearly  allowance.— Ed. 

f  My  ilenrcst  duu^htisr  born.  Ibij  Gn;l  protest,  direct,  rind  help  her  as  B 
parent! — En.  'Irans. 

j  Strive  ever  to  excel.— En. 
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April  11  .'.'■-- .N  n  play  to-night  in  consequence  of  my  health. 

12(/j.  — '  Macbeth.'  Very  unwell  indeed.  Much  dis- 
inclined to  act,  but,  acted  well — really  well.  Thought  of  an 
improvement  in  third  act.  Tenderness  to  Lady  Macbeth.  Phy- 
sician came  on  l.0>>  laie,  ]i;ilf  iTiul:-os.>ril,  holding  his  clothes! 

April  13th.— '  Piaarro.'  Better,  but  not  well.  Acted  with 
effect,  and  not  altogether  badly. 

April  Uth.—'  Eob  Roy.'  Acted  indifferent ly.  Called  for  by 
audience,  and  spoke  pretty  well. 

April  lii'.ii.— Travelled  from  Shrewsbury  to  St,  Alban's  in  the 
Wonder  coach,  Beached  my  dear  homo  at  half-past  eight.  All 
wi.Il,  ihnnk  the  good  God. 

April  21st—  Went  to  London.  S:iw  liunn.  Business.  Took 
lodgings,  1!)  Argyll  Street,  al  -H2  12s.  (17.  per  week. 

April  2('ifh. — ■  Merchant  of  London.'*     Way  went  very  gn^itly. 

30(/i.— T'ancn's  beuelit.     Home.     Babbits  bought,     ( lough 

bad. 

Muy  G(7i.— 'Merchant  r.if  London.'  Acted  pretty  well.  Wretched 
house, 

May  7th. — Late  for  coach.  S'uyed  at  Elstree.  Day  of  idlesse 
and  sunshine  in  the  garden.     Walked  over  to  Edgware. 

MuyVlth.- — Dine  at  Garriek  Club.  Dinner  to  Lord  Mulgrave. 
Very  kindly  notic-il  in  his  speech.  Came  away  as  they  were  about 
to  drink  my  health.     >iot  nerve  for  it 

.May  14i7*.— Benefit,  "'"Winter's  Talc'  'Catherine  and  Petrii- 
chio.'  Acted  with  tolerable  spirit  to  the  worst  benefit  house 
I  ever  pluyed  before  in  London:  but  thank  God  for  all  He  gives. 

May  li>.'.'i. — Weill:  homo  by  Crown  1'ritux.  All  well.  Very  much 
fatigued.     Spent  the  day  in  the  garden. 

May  l?t!:.--'  Virginias.'  Selected  model  of  vase  for  Young. 
Aeied  ruhlly  ami  ill.     J'luyal  wiih  naked  arms. 

May  21s(.— Ilarlcy's  benefit.     '  Devil's  Bridge.'     Inscription   for 

May  2Zrd. — '  Werner.'  Dined  with  PL  Smith.  Acted  very  well. 
Preserved  an  erect  deportment  in  the  midst  ol  passion,  and  let  the 
mind  act. 

Mai/2-tth. — Ordered  boat.  Laportc  took  Covcnt  Garden  Theatre, 
'School  for  Scandal.'  Acted  prcily  well.  Alter  play  settled  pro- 
ceedings about  Young's  vase. 

May  2i5t.li. — Last  night.     Gave  inscription  nml  names  to  Qass. 

28(/j.— Wrote   speech.      Garden   boat  arrived.      Launched 

her. 

May  2'Mli.— Went  to  London.  .Rehearsed  with  I'ming,  Mathews, 
&c.  Strange  effect  on  eutvring  Govent  Giivden  Theatre  first  time 
nine  years.     Garrick  Club.     Lined  with  .1.  Birch. 

May  &i)lli.-  ■  Youngs  benefit  and  last  night.  Act  for  him,-f 
'Hamlet.'      Well  received  by  audience.      Went  into   orchostja 

•  By  Serle.     1I;iu'c:i;Vh  part  iv:is  Rirnnpe. — Ed. 

f  Macready  plnyei  tho  Glu..=t  for  Young's  benefit.— En. 
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Heard  Young's  farewell.  Presented  vase  to  him.  Walked  liome 
with  Cooper. 

Nay  'Mhi.— Pinner  to  Mr.  Young  by  Garriek  Club.  Proposed 
Tjoi-iI  CliiM-iriU'iVs  health. 

June  lit. — Host"!  .in  hour  loo  soon.  Went  to  King's  Arms, 
Snowhill.  CVoini  i'rinee  full.  Came  by  ll.tnii.-l  Hempstead  coach. 
Very  unwell,  with  bad  headache  as  on  the  two  previous  days. 
Soothed  sind  relieved  by  heme,  nt  boine.     Thank  God  for  my  home  1 

Jvint  2.W. — Bowed  on  t no  reservoir. 

9 (/i.—Walked  to  Edgware  to  buy  plants.     Bees  swarmed. 

lOlh. — Talfourd,  &(:..  io  dine,  and  returned  to  town  in  the 

evening.  Tall'minl  iiii'unned  ran  of  Vniitiij;  i.::iv:j:^;  my  health,  and  of 
his  speech  on  I  lie  occasion. 

Junelii'h. — Piiid  Cass  fur  Young's  vase.  Lunched  at  Garriek 
Club.  Saw  Abbott,  Hartley.  Called  on  Young.  Gave  me  two 
dresses. 

June  Vit.Ii. — Go  to  Rugby  and  Birmingham.  At  Punsiahlo, 
roasting  oxen,  &c.,  to  eelohrnte  Reform.  Delight  to  see  human 
happiness.  Bead  '  Quarterly  Bcview'  of  Mrs..  Trollope.  Slept  at 
lien  and  Chickens. 

June  10th. — Went  to  Coventry.  31.  Mary's  Hall.  Costume  of 
Henry  YI.  St.  Michael's  Church.  Full  suit  of  plated  armour, 
Henry  VII. — easy  to  imitate.  Trinity  Church.  Curious  fresco  of 
Day  of  Judgment.  Went  to  Rugby.  Melancholy  reflections  en 
time  misspent  Ihrongh  ignorance  of  one's  own  capabilities. 
Twenty-three  years  since  T  left.     Slept  at  S.  Eueknill's. 

June  11th.— Rugby  so  altered.  Rural  diameter  quite  gone.  Saw 
Bird).     At  church,  heard  Moul:  i-to  and  Page. 

June  l?Mi. — Breakfasted  at  Buekuill's.  Posted  to  Daventry. 
Crown  Prince  coach  to  Elstree. 

June  20th. — An  idle  day.  Very  much  fatigued,  owing  to  bad 
night  through  the  dogs  barking.  Went  to  bed  early.  Finished 
'  L  'Ingenu.' 

June  22nd.— Read  in  '  Childc  Harold.'  Cannot  like  the  stylo  or 
sentiment. 

Jum:  'l-'ird.— Bead  'King  Lear.'  Wonlsworih  on 'Imagination 
and  Fancy,'  also  mine  of  his  poems.  '  L'honime  aii.r  ijivirank  c.us.' 
Very  tempestuous  day. 

June  24th. — My  wedding  day. 

25th. — Went  to  London.     Looked  ("or  lodgings  lor  Catherine. 

Dined  with  Cooper.  Went  to  the  Ilaymarket.  Saw  Kcan  in 
'Richard.*  Pleased  with  his  energy,  licit  his  want  of  abstraction 
in  his  soliloquies,  and  his  occasional  tricks. 

June  20th. — Went  to  the  exhibition.  Wilkie's  pictures.  Mul- 
ready,  Etty,  Phillips,  Saw  Iho  l'lea.s;  offensive  and  frivolous. 
Saw  'Robert  le  Diable.'  Much  pleased  with  the  Nourrit*  and 
Levasscitr.    A  bad  plan  of  amusement. 

•  N worrit,  tic  grer.t  tenor,  for  whom  tlio  opera  was  written.— Ed. 
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•Tunc  2.1th-  -Called  on  Shell.  Xot  at  homo.  Went- to  Committee 
of  House  of'C'oiiiiiii.'O?.     Examined.*     Homo  by  Billing's, 

June  28th.—  Cut  hay.  Went  over  p-ardon  and  ground.  Read  a 
little  of  'Hamlet..'  Went  on  Iho  water.  Delightful  day.  Took  tea 
in  the  summer-house.  L'ead  over  'Antony  and  Cleopatra.'  Have 
much  doubt  of  its  effects.     Read  Words  worth's  '  Female  Vagrant.' 

./«.■/(;  29(A. — All  hay  carted,  looking  well.  Lovely  summer  day. 
ffomelooks  and  feels  com  for  tu  hie.  L.  I).  "Ijesan  copying  'Antony  and 
Cleopatra,'  Read  very  liiil.r  of '  r.oa.r.'  Read  over  :  Maid's  Tragedy.' 
Much  pleased  with  it.  Bead  wit li  attention  Alison  'On  Taste.' 
Much  gratified,  though  not  always  agrerine;  with  his  conclusions. 

June  30M.— Gave  James  a  notice  to  quit  one  month,  ltesolved 
to  do  with  one  man-servant. 

Jul//  2nd.-  Utya.il  '  Handel  '  and  practised.  Sold  my  old  rick  of 
hay,  £3  10s.  per  lead.     Tried  my  hows  in  the  field. 

■July  Vilh. — Wrote  part  of  a  letter  to  the  Cuioinittec  on  Dramatic 
Literature,  correct  in;?  evidence,  Read  and  practised  for  two  hours. 
Unpacked  and  deposited  fourteen  dozen  wine. 

July  7;/,.— Took  exercise  with  quoits. 

Yith.-   Letter  froinliunn  and  filler  from  Newcastle  manager. 

Eead  'Lear'  for  upwards  el" two  hours.  A  nay  to  picture  summer 
by.  Rowed  on  the  water  with  dear  Catherine.  Tended  my  slips. 
Wrote 'Antony  and  Cleopatra.' 

July  10W.-  Went  to  Coveut  Garden.  Paw  Mars  and  'f.'ajglioui. 
Thought,  highly  of  Mars,  and  as  pleased  as  1  could  he  with  the 
graco  of  Taglioni. 

*  .1I.htii.kK-  docs  not  ;iji]if;:ii'  to  have  prepared  any  statement  fur  the  Com- 
mittee, but  .simply  answered  tin:  questions  ]uit  lo  him.  His  evidence,  as 
printed  in  the  '  Import  of  tin;  Select  Con  unit.  tee  of  tlics  11 -use  of  Commons  on 
Dramatic  Literature,  1S32,'  is  not  long,  and  it,  may  bo  iittoreitino;  to  .state 
short! y  thi;  opinions  obtained  from  hiul.  Ill:  tlum -i,t.  tlml.  (Ill 8  effect  could  not 
he  given  to  most  of  Shakespeare's  [ii.iys  in  a  slinill  theatie,  but  wished  Covcnt 
t.iarden  and  Drvivy  Lure  somewhat  reduced  in  size.  He  considered  it  almost 
impossible  to  congregate  (in  clticiont  company  in  any  one  small  theatre;  and 
that  mure  theatres  open  would  not  make  more  good  nctors.  He  said  there  was 
not  then  the  same  quantity  of  drama/ ie  talent  in  the  provincial  theatres  as 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  ]irevionsly,  and  believe. i  the  prolusion  of  an  actor  to 
he  so  unrcquitlng.  that  no  poison  who  h;;il  the  power  id'  doing  anything  bet.ier 
would,  unless  deluded  into  it,  take  it  up.  He  would  not  allow  the  minor 
theatres  to  perform  the  legitimate  drama,  hut  would  let  them  ptirehnse  new 
five-act,  plays,  so  as  to  extend  the  c.isid;ct.  to  dramatic  authors  ;  hut  admitted 
that,  during  two  years  of  his  e\i-.!.iog  rie/igeiiioat  at.  Drury  Lane.  '  Macbeth  ' 

had  only  hcen  given  six  times,  •  i'ic'uard  '  live   ti s,  and  '  ilamlet'  once.     To 

moderate  any  eNpectatr  o  of  a  better  smyov  of  good  actors  to  he  promoted  by 
the  multiplication  of  theatres,  hi;  pi-inied  out  that  in  a  nation  .so  dramatic  as 
France  no  great  actor  heal  (oycai'oa  si;:co  the  i"':.:h  of  Talma,  lie  attributed 
the  decline  of  the  di'a;:'.e.  paelh-  to  the  greater  ill:iV,.]on  of  hooks  and  facilities 
for  reading,  and  ho  was  in  favour  of  giving  '.a  dram.it iu  authors  the  right  to 
rcniunoralien  from  all  tlieit.res  [vi-f.iaioig  t.heir  pieces;  and  this  was  in  faot 
afterwards  provided  for  by  the  Dramatic  Authors'  Copyright  Act, — Er>. 
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July  2ith. — Bathed.  Gardened.  Bead  Pope.  Finished  Vol- 
taire's '  Priinr.sv-  ik  lltihylone.' 

July  25th—  head,  thought,  and  praerWd  hi  my  profession.     The 

reported  marriago   of  L 's  daughter,  and  the   simultaneous 

recollection  of  an  air,  sung  by  a  particular  person  in  my  younger 
days,  led  mo  into  a  lung  ami  senon.  Tm-d i iiLt ii.m  on  tho  ends  of  my 
being.     " Perfcaiunw-i-  h,oi,-  <"h\'.''  oi;e;lit  to  he  my  motto.     Is  it? 

■/nil/  27(ft. —  lieaim  to  read  Juvenal,  Tried  lo  read  the  review 
of  Mrs.  Somervi  lie's  astronomical  work,  i'oand  it  too  scientific 
to  he  intelligible  to  me. 

JvJij  26th. — Rose  and  bathed,  'la-ad  end  practised  Hamlet  and 
Lear  three  hours.  Wrote  'Antony  and  Cl-i^palra.'  Practised 
with  the  bow.  Bowed  on  the  water.  Taid  James's  wages,  who 
goes  on  Monday.  Garden.  Read  I'oiio"^  'Fpiloguo  to  the  Satires.' 
Read  Homer.  'Antiloolius  slaying  if e lanip pus.'  Ajax's  speech. 
Have  not  been  very  idle  this  week, 

July  3Qlh, — Head  and  practised  Hamlet  and  Lear  three  and  a 
half  hours.  In  future  musi.  give  more  lime  to  the  exercise  of  my 
voice  and  the  manner  of  my  voice.  A  most  lovely  evening,  the 
thin  crescent  oft  lie  moon  above  the  soft  orange  tints  in  the  west. 

July  31«(. — Two  hours'  theatrical  studies.  Bead  Livy's  cha- 
racter of  Hannibal  and  a  portion  of  Johnson's  '  Swift.' 

August  2nd.— Rose,  5.80.  Garden.  Planted  shoots.  Eead  and 
practised  three  hours  professional.  Good.  Eead  two  books  of 
Pope's  'Ilunciad.'  ldssatisfied  villi  the  coarseness  and  little  spite 
of  the  work  itself,  and  villi  the  descent  of  so  great  a  man  to  such 
a  revenge,     lied,  ten  minutes  past  11. 

Au'inst  illi. — Continued  'Burke  on  the  Sublime.'  Conjectural, 
fanciful,  and  niu'onviiicrng. 

Auijuft  1th. —  I !ii  !li  of  a  son. 

8th. — An  idle  day,  which  in  duty  to  myself  and  my  dear 

children  must  not  be. 

August  ISth . — Finished  Second  Satire    of  Juvenal.     A  lash  of 

An  an  at,  20;'/!.-  Go  to  London.  Read  Tn«so  on  journey  to  town. 
Hair  cut.  Ordered  wig  for  Lear.  Pritis.li  Gallery,  gratified. 
"Walked  with  Plam-lie  tu  |ia-i<a\i.:iia  of  Milan.  Wait  to  Hay  market 
to  see  the  'Hunchback' — a  beautiful  play,  very  indifferently  aeted. 

A'.'.'iud  21.if. — Dulwieh  Gallery.  Wrote  criticism  on  the 'Hunch- 
back,' 

A  uiptst  2'Snl. — To  Cray  ford.  Pournc  absent— left  note  and  fol- 
lowed' him.  (Jaw  again  Wilson's  splendid  transparent-dike  picture 
— bathers  and  lover  reflected  in  tin-  si  ream,  &c.  A  pleasant  day; 
returned  in  chaise  to  town. 

-iwjyiisf  2$>!i. —Finished  writing  out  the  MS.  of  'Antony  and 
Cleopatra.'    Finished  arrangement  of '  Lear.'     O'Hanlon  called. 

August  HOlli. — Eowed  for  some  time  on  the  water.  F.ainy  and 
stormy. 

August  %Ut— To   London.    Went  to    Bedlam.    Kept  waiting 
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half  an  hour.  Nerves  not  able  to  bear  it ;  came  away.  Bought 
dressing-box  for  Lotty.    Clock  for  kitchen. 

Hfjiin/iihir  !>nl. — Prcwster  sent  ;i.  wig  for  Lear. 

Pci'/cmber  Aih.--  -3Ir.  Chalk  churched  my  dearest.  Catherine,  and 

named  my  den  rest    iiii'md,  Williiun   Charles*     May  God  protect 

and  bless  him  !    lie  ad  Juvenal.  -  IIud'!'i\!s,:  Nat'dini'-  ■  Poma  Antiea.' 

Kt:pit:mbrr  ~tili. — Looked  Ihroudi '  Handel. '    Head  some  of  Parry 

Cornwall's  poems. 

&.-pl<:ml*f  I'.'t'i. — Lord  Grinist.on  and  friend  to  canvass.  Pro- 
mised not  to  vote  airahist  him,  but  refused  to  vote  for  him.  Mr. 
Alston  and  friends  called.    Vote  declined. 

t-it-plr.mhe.r  ]S'.\ — Head  Harris's  '  Hermes.'     Much  pleased  with  it. 
September  2(>,th..-  Theatre.     Settled  plays,  &c.     (lave  in  '  Antony 
and  Cleopatra,'     Called  on  il.  Smith.     Met  Cooper.  Tlarley. 

Stjptember  22nd.— Drury  Lane  opens.  Quod  felis  faustumque 
mihi  sit. 

Sq>t.r.ml<T  5-j.iv.'. — Went  lo  ehureh  in  the  afternoon.     Packed  up 
property  box.     Arranged  and  settled  papirs  for  my  departure. 
t-'qJ.e.'iihi.r  2-ill. — To  town,     Theatre  at  two. 

25!/;.— News papers.     Pead  of  Walter  Scott's  death  on 

Friday  last.  "Whatever  his  defects,  a  very  great,  man,  whoso  loss 
brings  sorrow  with  it.  x"'ilf'  f'T-'M  Y'[x:'i  -  t  Walked  with  Mr. 
Cooper  to  my  chambers,  ill,  Lincoln's  Jim  I'ields.  Signed  agree- 
ment,  21.  5s.  per  week,  ("nine  home  by  Reeves'  coach  outside. 
Ordered  rick  to  be  cut.    Walked  over  garden. 

Sej.-t-  mbe.r  2'6/h.-  -Pchearscd  '  I'i/;snv>.'  News  of  robbery  of  geese 
at  Elstree.  Dined  en  sausa;vc,  brown  bread,  and  soda-water.  Lay 
down  on  bed.     Acted  middlingly.     Very  much  cut  in  the  arms. 

iie/i/eiiiba-  oQl!'. — Head  Colberg.i;  Discovered  that  my  room  has 
echoes. 

Odnhcr  3< — Prcakfasfed  at  Garviek  Club.  Colbcrg.  Acted 
partially  well.     Mr.  Bnnn  gave  out. 

Ovtohcr  'Inii. — "Newspapers,  nilddliiisr,  middling-.  Tbcy  persecute, 
mo.  Why  should  I  regard  them  ?  Acted  indifferently— Wallace, 
O'lfanlon.  Tali'ourd  came  to  my  room. 

October  Zrd. — Left,  chambers.  Came  to  Plstrec  by  Crovn  Prim-.i'. 
Moored  my  boat  in  deep  water  to  secure  it.  from  the  ruffians  of  the 
neighbourhood. 

Ud:.l*r  it/i—  Listened  fo  Mr.  P 's  play.     Looked  at  him 

attentively  as  he  read,  considering  what  is  genius  ;  what,  vice  ; 
what,  virtue  ? 

Or.tMir.r'Mh.  Pead  Mr.  Oakley  the  whole  afternoon.  Played  il 
a  little  billet'  than  before. 

October  lOtii.  -Head  over  '  Holla.'     Slept.     Acted,  not  well— no. 

*  Afterwards  in  the  Ceylon  Civil  Service.     Died  November  20th,  1871,  nt 
I'ltttaiam,  Cevkm,  iiinl  wus  ln;ri.!;l  n.t  Kandy. — Ed. 
t  Farewell!  groat  spirit !— Ed.  Trass. 

t  In  Merle's  piiiy,  cnUt'J,  'The  IIous-;  ci'  Col  berg  .'—Ed. 


H«,db»  Google 


262  Macreadi/g  Diaries.  1832. 

collected— not  taking  lime,  and  very  stiff.    Why  do  I  not  break 

uivstill"  of  this  horrid  habit"? 

October  13th.-  Dined  at  Gamck.  Saw  Fbidjiafe,  Ca!  craft,  Finch, 
&c.  Saw  Miss  A.  Smillison,  who  mar  io  oilers  lot-  Paris.  Answered 
Pocock,  declining  a  "  S<:o:t "  character.  '  L'ob  lioy.'  Acted  tole- 
rably well  and  well  receiver!.  'I'lie  procession  n  most  stupid  business; 
carried  through  hy  tin:  fi-elim;  i;f  iIji:  audience. 

<kld):r  15;/;. —  -Macbeth.' — Aetei.i,  Jiinv?  took  oains  and  tried 
lo  ho  earnest,  but  the  audience  was  dull.  "Was  it  not  my  fault  ? 
I  am  inclined  .to  think,  partially,  yes.  But  it  was  a  pageant  * 
audience.    I  roused  them  at  last. 

October  17  (ft.— Came  by  Crown  1'rincc  to  Plstroc.  Meditated  on 
the  nature  and  end  of  life.  On  the  beauty  and  vivifying  qualilies 
of  the  physical  world.  Who  dares  say  it  is  not  undesigned  or 
unsustained  ;  looked  over  the  fences,  cce.,  of  the  fields,  and  gave 
directions  about  farm,  &c.  Bead  some  of  Wychcrley's  plays — 
coarse  and  obscene. 

November  'Zdlh. — Head  Iago  in  bed.  Rehearsed  Iago,  Met  Kean. 
Lay  down  on  bed.  Acted,  not  satisfactorily,  nervous.  Called  by 
the  audience.  Bourne,  Brahani,  and  others  eame  to  congratulate 
me.f 

November  21th. —  Looked  at  Iago.  Played  well.  Chaise  to 
F.lstree. 

Xiruerith-i'  2~!'i.-  -Pleasant  anil  grateful  day  of  relaxation. 

Xovmbir  'liilh. — Acted  Iago  better  than  lust  night.  Called  for 
by  audience. 

November  20:1.—  Peliearscd  Hotspur.  Wrote  to  Marianne 
Skerrett.  Letter  from  Horace  Twiss.  '  William  Tell.'  Acted 
my  best. 

December  {•:/. —  Acted  Tlotspur,  Hissed  by  a  Wolf,*  as  I  suspect, 
in  my  first  speech.  Played  with  much  spirit  at  the  end.  Supped 
with  Wallace  at  Tiazza. 

Ihktmfor  'ii'il. — Dined  with  TTarley,  (.1  o'clock,  liannistei',  Cart- 
wright,  C.  Utatliou's,  Hill.  Laporte,  &c. 

December  3rd. — Went  to  see  carriage  at  Iionlt.l itch's.  GaiTick 
Club.  Theatre.  liohcarsed,  not:  well.  Went  home.  Head  Iago, 
Not  well.  Played  tedl  and  HI,  With  more  self-possession,  but  less 
finish  and  ease.     Home  to  Elstree. 

UetuUr '2UI.— Head  Air.  Oakley. 

*  A  [irocfcwion  of  I  hi;  uramnlii;  ch;irai:0:r:-  i:r  Siott'n  novols,  was  introduced 
iiium  the  staffs  in  laminr  of  tire  great  author,  n'rmalv  ih'oii.iMid,  and  id  alludod 
u,  en  i:stli  October,  above.— Ed. 

t  On  this  cccinicn  Keen  and  Jlncrendy  acted  ((■■'jti'Hiit  for  the  first  time. 
They  had  been  announced  l.<>  alternate  1.1m  parts  <■!'  Utlndlo  unit  Iago,  but  did 
not  in  fact  rtn  so.  Keen  played  Othello  only,  and  Jluticnly  played  Iago  unly 
during  their  feint  pcrfi  finances. — En. 

t  Tlic  "  Wolves"  was  the  name  given  to  a  etui,  or  supposed  chili,  composed 
of  Kuan's  supporters  and  admirers,  as  alrcudy  mentioned  in  the  '  Reminis- 
cences.'—Ed. 
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Nor.mber  Is'.--  ■■■fieliearsed  '■  .-V.boe.l  for  ^ramlal/  Josepti  Snrface 
and  Kitely.  Acted  pretty  well.  Canto  home  to  tea.  Introduced 
to  Captain  Starry att. 

fciiiSfr  (>th.-  -Heard  that  I  had  been  announced  two  days  for 
Iago.    Angry:  foolishly  so. 

A'niHiiib-r  lOi.'V  -Lost  much  time  and  thought  in  useless,  vain, 
and  bad  imaginations  referring  to  ycoplu  indifferent  to  me,  not 
turning  my  eyes  To  (lie  good  1  posse-*,  lint,  lushing  myself  into  a 
state  ofirriiation  wbich,  if  il  wore  wise  or  just  to  despise  anything 
in  humaiiifv.  should  awaken  n.v  contempt.  Let  mo  bo  wiser, 
OGod! 

Xuveirjier  V>lh. — Saw  two  acts  of  Keau's  'Hamlet'  Imperfect, 
sjKviiless,  vincbaracteri-tio  recitation. 

X'-ve-mlvr  to'/i. — li.ead  Jugo.  Bought  toys  for  children.  Dined 
at  Garrick  Club.    Kitely.    Acted  very  well. 

Nuaember  i'h,--L — licbcarscd  Iago.  Very  nervous,  in  extremely 
low  spirits.  Came  homo.  Thought  over  Tago,  a  very  unhappy 
state  of  mind.     Little  beyond  my  homo  to  comfort  me — but  much 

No-'Miiiber  2  ■!(■';. — Went  to  town  by  Bi!/i:-iys.  Rehearsed  Iago  in 
saloon. 

December  VMJ:.~-  Iago.  Acted  well  when  lie  an  did  not  intcrfero 
with  me.     Called  for  by  the  audience. 

D'xcirJi'r  llfli. —  Acted,  or  rather  repealed,  the  common-places 
of  poor  Bon  Trneban,"  for  whom  I  felt  great  sorrow 

December  '12th.—  Wrote  to  the  City  of  London  Literary  and 
Scientific  Institution  declining  to  lecture. 

December  15,'/;.—'  lien  of  1'leasnre.'     Acted  very  tamely. 

Idth. — Eolla.     Acted  tolerably,   considering  I  had  no 

previous  thought  upon  it. 

December  26 n!.— 'I'alfourd,  Serlo,  Fred,  itcynolds,  ,tc,  atEIstrce, 
Went  to  St.  Alhan's  in  carriage.  (Spent,  a  pleasant  holiday,  but 
omitted  prayers  in  the  evcriing— wrong. 

.December  2  l(<'i.~- -Talfourd  and  I  went  up  by  coach.  Party  went 
in  carriage  to  town. 

'December  27,',:.-  Now  cow  Longht.     (Cost  £13.) 

2Sl/i.-  -I'ead  over  Iago.     Acted  very  well.     Kcan  quite 

strong  on  his  legs  and  in  bis  voice.  Called  for  by  the  audience  and 
iiiau-h  applauded.     L.  1).     lletunied  to  KIstrec  in  carriage 

December  31si!.— '  Jane  Shore.'  Acted  indifferently  from  want  of 
previous  study. 

[The  total  receipts  of  the  year  IStW  passing  through  Messrs. 
Ransom  and  Co. 'a  boohs  appear  to  have  been  lI.o'^0  Is.  Qd.;  and 
the  expenditure,  £1,423  3a.  5d.] 

'  A  conteiiiimrni-y  criticism  stalc-M  thrtt  "Tim  Dnay  lima  munngi'iuent 
gave  a  specimen  of  laeir  sb-il-sHitix!  .iiil;.;n.Tt  hy  an  al.ti^iipt  to  revive  that 
rfiiHe!s;s  in-o-.'iict icm  of  Dun  '['liiiii.. ,n.  ci'A-.ei  ■  Men  of  Pleasure.'  Its  prwluctiim 
was  an  insult  to  the  audience,  and  the  piece  was  condemned  at  once." 
Macready's  part  was  Lord  Bellonden.— En. 
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El'l,yi:c.,JaYni.n.rij  hi. — "Willi  Cud's  merciful  In  Tp  T  trust  to  make 
my  conduct  mid  use  of  film-  during  this  year  more  acceptable  in  His 
sight  than  that  of  my  previous  life  lias  been  ;  and  I  enter  upon  it 
with  prayers  for  His  blessings  on  my  children,  my  wife,  friends, 
and  myself.    Amen. 

Janvary  2nd. — My  performance  this  evenlne;  of  Macbeth,  afforded 
me  a  striking  evidence  of  tbe  necessity  I  here  is  fur  thinking  over 
my  characters  previous  to  playing,  arid  establishing  by  practice, 
if  necessary,  ihe  particular  modes  of  each  scene  and  important- 
passage.  I  acted  with  much  energy,  but  could  not  (as T  sometimes 
can,  when  holding  Hie  audience  in  wrapt  attention)  listen  to  my 
own  voice,  and  feel  the  truth  of  its  tones.  Tt.  was  crude  and 
uncertain,  thou  gii  spirited  and  earnest:  hat.  much  thought  is  yet 
required  to  give  an  oven  energy  and  tinished  si  vie  to  all  the  great 
scenes  of  the  play,  except,  perhaps,  the  hint,  which  is  among  the 
beat  things  I  am  capable  of.  Knowles  is  ravished  with  his  own 
acting,  and  the  supposed  success  it  has  met  witlu  I  wisli  I  was 
with  mine 

January  ?,r<],  —  "Went  home  to  hroakfast.  Ppent  an  idle  but,  in 
all  other  respects,  a  happy  day.  A  will-spent  day  is  pleasing 
while  it  lasts,  and  pleasant  to  remember  when  lor  ever  gone;  a 
day  of  mere  pleasure-  is  agreeable  in  its  passage,  hut  regret,  attend s 
its  close  in  the  reflection  that  time  which  Cud  has  given  for  em- 
ployment has  been  squandered  or  lost  In  idleness.  Compunction 
is  injurious,  if  unproductive  of  improvement.  Let  my  revision  of 
this  day  enable  me  to  ho  more  rosohiie  in  my  resistance  of  future 
temptations,  and  teach  me,  for  my  own  and  my  children's  good, 
the  necessity  of  blending  activity  with  enjoyment.  In  my  absence 
from  home  I  am  sometimes  inclined  to  question  the  prudence  of 
living  so  far  from  town;  but  when  on  reaching  homo  I  taste  the 
fresh  air  of  the  country,  had;  over  its  extent  of  prospect,  feel  ill  a 
manner  the  free  range  of  thought  ami  sense  through  the  expanse 
of  earth  and  sky  surrounding  mo,  T  confess  to  myself,  in  the  de- 
lightful sensations  1  experience,  that  snob  enjoyment  is  worth 
some  sacrifice. 

Janitor"  4th. — My  acting  to-night  was  coarse  and  crude— no 
identification  of  myself  with  (he,  scene,  and,  what  increased  my 
chagrin  on  the  subject,  some  persons  in  the-  pit  gave  frequent  vent 
to  indulgent,  and  misplaced  admiration.  The  consciousness  of  un- 
merited applause  makes  it  quite  painful  and  even  humiliating  to 
tne.  I  thought  this  day  of  lakir.g  the  llalh  and  .Uristol  theatres: 
it  will  probably  go  no  further. 

juruvri/  5(1). — I  have  mado  a  proposal  to  take  the  Bath  and 
Bristol  theatres  for  a  short  season  during  Lent,  I  hope  my  vanity, 
or  sanguine  desire  of  gain,  has  not   misled  me  in  my  anticipations 
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find  depend  puces.  I  wish  to  procure  an  independence  for  my  dear 
children,  and  I  lliink  this  spi  culatiim  likely  to  be  productive  of 
good  in  iisclf,  and  to  olicr  mo  a  ceHainty  of  remoter  benefit. 

I  have  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  sum  in  which  I  should  sub- 
scribe lo  Mrs.  .lackson's  print  ;  Iml  1  have  decided  upon  the  larger, 
which  is  still  much  less  than  I  wish  to  give.  I  know  that  I  expose 
myself  to  the  charge  of  imprudence  and  extravagance,  but  am  1  to 
endeavour  to  feed  the  widow  and  the  orphan  literally  with  the 
crumbs  that  fall  from  my  table  '.'  J  cannot  so  interpret  the  text  of 
that  Teacher,  "Whose  name  he  blessed  by  all  who  have  hearts  to 
feel  the  love  He  taught 

Lvndon,  J'inv".ri/  :>//■. — Paid  •miiF  visits  of  ceremony— unmeaning 
hollow  practices,  irksome  and  embarrassing  in  act  and  productive 
of  no  good  result.  I  allude  entirely  to  the  G s,  who  are  in- 
comprehensible tome:  if  they  !ike  me,  why  do  they  not  cultivate 
my  society:  if  they  arc  Indillcrcut,  why  not  relinquish  my  ac- 
quaintance? "What  art  thou,  thrm  idol,  cereme  ny  V  Why  is  it 
that  my  spirits,  rather  depressed  before,  rose  when  I  saw  an  ex- 
pression of  discontent  on  the  face  of  Mrs.- at  the  retired  life 

she  led  ?  Is  it  an  evil  feeling?  I  think  not — or  tliat  principle  of 
our  nature  that  makes  ah  human  happiness  comparative. 

Jawwtry  'M—  Tn  attending  the  bock-club  last  night,  I  was  fur- 
nished with  another  instance  of  that,  silly  uini  nm-. ridable  ambition 
so  common  in  men.  parlicnlar'y  lit  lie  men,  of  directing  and  legis- 
lating for  others.  Observation  of  (he  errors  « if  others  is  wise  or  un- 
charitable according  to  its  result— either  as  it  affords  us  a  practical 
lesson  or  a  subject  to  descant,  upon.  This  morning  I  rose  betimes, 
and  rode  outside  to  Elstreo.  i  felt  pleasure  in  this  little  instance 
of  economy  both  jn  time  and  money.  A  beautiful  morning,  and, 
though  misty  afterwards,  giving  me  the  opportunity  of  a  delightful 
walk  with  my  wife  and  sister.  In  the  afternoon  I  read  much  of 
Frederick  II.'s  life:  an  evidence  of  selfish  vanity  abusing  great 
abilities,  and  brutal  subserviency  in  the  men  who  tolerated  his 
dominion  over  them. 

January  11th. —  Little  to  comment  on  to-day  beyond  my  own 
loss  of  it.  Eose  late,  and  omitted,  dinner,  in  order  to  have  my 
powers  more  at  command  during  my  performance,  which  was  cer- 
tainly better  for  my  abstinence.  I  find  the  good  effect  of  that 
natural  manly  tone  of  dialogue,  with  which  T  must:  endeavour  to 
improve  the  colloquial  gromu'.-work  of  my  acting.  This  evening  I 
left  at  the  theatre  for  flic  managers  a  tragedy  by  a  Mr.  Heraud,  a 
dramatic  poet,  in  his  own  confident  opinion,  seeuro  of  success  ; 
perhaps  misled  by  the  injudicious  recommendation  of  Sir,  Southey, 
which  fcd  him  to"  experiment  in  tragic  composition.  Such  advice 
leads  me  to  a  reluctant  doubt  of  tins  Laureate's  sincerity,  for  it  is 
scarcely  possible  in  this  ease  to  suppose  defect  of  judgment.  Can 
that  be  called  good-nature  which  shrinks  horn  indicting  a  slight 
pit/us  to  the  amt:ui--pv->):i-".  of  a  friend,  with  intent  to  cure  his  mind 
of  a  dangerous  andsiil!  slrongihoumg   delusion?  it   is  selfishness 
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world  I  incss— any  tiling  I  think  but  justice  or  kindness,  yet  how 

universally  practised! 

Eldree,  .Tanuuri/  Vltli. — My  thoughts  wandering  on  idle,  vain, 
unpro  fit  able  subjects;  and  only  occasionally  noting  oil  the  im- 
portant consideration  of  economy  m  my  expenditure  for  the  sako 
of  my  dear  children.  Tiosumed  my  consideration  of  Othello,  to 
which  my  mind  must  !te  given  up.  Visited  by  a  lady  (who  mis- 
tool;  me  for  a  relation  of  Mr.  Macready),  a  writer  of  seven  tragedies 
and  various  farces:  this  is  one  of  the  many  who  waste  life  and 
paper  in  their  hopeless  mockery  of  employment.  .Happy  to  return 
home;  began  with  groat:  delight  Lardner's  volume  on  mechanics. 

,)" a-!' i.r//  lit!/. — This  day  1  bad  marked  down  as  one  of  active 
employment;  began  the  morning  with  late  rising  and  lost  what 
was  left  of  it  between  indolent  indecision,  perplexity  at  the  little 
progress  made  in  accumulating  surplus,  and  considerations  of 
means  to  economise  more  cifeetually  in  our  general  expenses.  I 
look  at  my  own  age,  the  uueerlalnty  of  my  professional  income, 
my  dear  children,  and  I  come  to  the  resolution,  that,  fur  my  own 
continued  happiness,  it  i.s  essential  money  should  be  put  by  to 
insure  a  provision  for  them.  May  the  blessing*  of  G  ud  confirm  my 
good  intentions  anil  prosper  my  endeavours. 

January  15(«. — Innished  f.ovd  Dover's  ;  Life  of  Frederick  II.'-- 
a  book  of  extracts  from  t lie  various  amusing  memoirs  of  that  king's 
contemporaries— a  eompilal  ion,  whose-  only  merit  is  that  of  bring- 
ing together  seaiteeed  anecdotes  ot'  that.  dl-mimed,  heartless  man. 
offering  no  glimpses  of  rational  elucidation  of  such  points  of  cha- 
racter as  have  perplexed  inquirers,  and  never  attempting  to  pene- 
trate beyond  the  surfaces  of  such  men  and  tilings  as  the  narration 
brings  under  his  notice,  finch  treatment  of  a.  character  so  fertile 
in  lessons  of  political  and  moral  science  to  the  keen  observer  or  tho 
contemplative  philosopher,  exhibits  the  author  as  a  mere  gossip 
without  any  pretensions  to  toe  title  ot  historian. 

London,  Jtmwiry  'I'lml.— Isot  altogether  so  dissatisfied  with  the 
labour  of  to-day,  though  1  might  have  done  my  duty  better  by 
rising  earlier.  My  walk  to  London  was  real  enjoyment  from  the 
beauty  of  the  day;  my  thoughts,  too,  were  not  idle,  for  I  went 
through,  several  scenes  of"  Othello.'  Taking  into  consideration  tho 
employment  of  my  time  in  (he  study  of  thai  character,  the  benefit 
of  the  air  and  exercise,  ami  the  money  saved  in  my  walk,  I  cannot 
sot  down  the  three  hours  and  a  half  it  cost  me  as  misused  or  laid 
out  to  waste. 

I  acted  to  night  with  spirit,  ami  in  a  manly  tune,  better,  perhaps, 
than  ordinarily  in  the  part,  Rob  Roy.  A  curious  evidence  of 
egotism,  and  jniporlur.uie  demand  of  attention  to  business  of  no 
concern  to  me  was  afforded  me  to  night  in  Mr.  Jleraud's  letter.  Tho 
universe  is  but  an  atom  before  flic  vaslness  of  one's  self! 

Jtmwtnj  T.\rd—  Although  1.  cannot  boast  a  victory  over  my  lazy 
habits  in  the  morning,  the  day  lias  nut  been  an  idle  one:  indeed 
too  active  in  reference  to  il.s  principal  object  — principal  as  respects 
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my  moans  of  life?,  of  educating  and  providing  for  my  children— viz., 
my  performance, -which  I  may  here  observe  was,  "weary,  stale, 
flat,  and  unprovable,"  a  lack  of  energy,  of  beaHedncss,  with  more 
than  enough  of  nnscular  txtrtirai,  iuid  ali  attempts  at  effect  in  ex- 
pression overclouded  by  the  perpetual  scowl  that  contracted  and 
darkened  my  countenance  :  a  bad  performance.  Again  I  reproach 
myself  with  exhibiting  that  i-di'irun.  it  iitvtikui  ■ri'.i-'.hitati'm  against 
which  I  am  so  anxious  io  guard  myself:  in  the  instances,  both  of  a 
proposed  election  to  thcGarrick  Club,  and  of  (ho  performers'  incor- 
rectness in 'William  Tell.'  Could  I  sober  or  improve  the  latter  V 
Whom  but  myself  could  T  affect  l.-y  such  inoroseness'?  Why  cannot 
I  act  upon  my  ''  oivn  gained  knowledge  V  In  the  other  ease  both 
person  and  thing  were  equally  beneath  me :  why  should  not  a 
person  like  Mr.  F.  belong  to  such  a  society  ?  Why  cannot  I  hold  my 
peace  and  stay  away  I-  Such  should  be  my  course  ;  I  dread  the 
effects  of  my  own  intolerant  and  impetuous  temper.  God  be  my 
friend,  for  I  am  too  often  an  enemy  to  myself ! 

Jaiiunry  2-llh. — In  turning  over  the  leaves  of  Johnson's  Dryd.cn, 
I  find  this  remark,  "  lie  is  always  angry  at  some  past,  or  aihiid  of 
somo  future  censure."  Is  not  this  a.  key  io  iho  causes  of  my  own 
disquietudes V  And  should  not  I  add  to  my  bappiness  if  1  would 
think  more  of  ciil'iying  or  employing  fur,  well  done,  it  is  synony- 
mous—the present  hour  without  reference  to  what  is  irremcdiablo 
or  apprehension  of  what  is  uncertain  ?  I  have  done  one  act  of 
duty,  I  hope,  to-day,  in  sending  money  for  OS—  's  hoard  and 
clothes,  with  letters  to  him  ami  l)r.  Woodi-oif;  it  will  be  a  "brand 
from  the  burning"  if  he  turns  out  well.  W.  Birch  walked  out 
with  me;  I  was  much  shark  wilh  the  .scene  of  the  canal  and  the 
skaters  in  the  Regent's  Park:  the  kind  of  indian-ink  landscape 
that  the  colourless  view  presented,  and  the  gaiety  extorted  from 
the  vigour  of  winter,  amused  my  t bought?.  Hathor  exceeded  in 
myloncly  dinner  and  wine,  as  much  from  die  ill  rtfeets  of  the  two 
days'  previous  abstinence  as  from  anything  else;  this  kept  me 
gazing  on  a  star  and  speculating  on  the  purposes  of  our  being 
when  I  should  have  been  better  at  rest. 

Ju-n-wm/iiiUi. — In  discussing  the  propriety  of  Mr. 's  admission 

to  the  Garrick  Chili  this  morning,  I  so  far-  improved  upon  my  late 
violence  of  language  as  io  refrain  from  any  exhibition  of  temper ;  a 
very  negative  praise.  Quite  made  up  my  mind  to  leave  the  mana- 
gers to  their  own  course  in  Iho  particular  of  iheir  pledge  to  me  on 
the  alteration  of  Othello  and  lago.  Why  did  1  feel  excited,  and 
stung  into  a  kind  of  nervous  alacrity  by  Kean's  inability  to  act? 
Our  interest  in  this  profession  came  too  frequently  into  collision  Io 
insure,  without  steady  vigilance,  that  magnanimity  which  makes 
the  peace  of  conscience. 

Eh'ree,  Janu'.trij  2ti'h. — "Rose  betimes,  and  set  out  fresh  from  my 
bath  with  elastic  spirits  and  happy  tbankiulnes.s  of  heart  to  walk 
to  Elstrce.  Checked  in  my  course  by  Ihc  thaw  and  rain,  I  rode 
about  live  miles  of  the  road.    The  fresh  air  of  the  country  is  an 
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enjoyment  to  me.     Employed    my  day  in    examining    Colonel 

D'Aguilar's  Iran  si  at  ion  of  ;  Fiasco,'  settling  my  accounts,  making 
up  arrears  of  entries,  &c.  Felt  the  happiness  of  my  homo  in  seeing 
the  health  and  comfort:  of  my  family  around  mo.  If  men  could  hut 
unlearn  the  lessons  of  vanity  which  are  taught  hy  dictation,  ex- 
ample, and  the  influence  of  current  events  io  their  youth,  how  truly 
happy  could  they  make  themselves  hy  industry  and  charity.  Uut 
to  he  certain  of  our  own  good,  we  calculate  our  iu-;^libours' posses- 
sions or  expenses  instead  of  inquiring  of  our  own"  wants,  and  are 
only  contented  hy  that  vain  and  envious  standard  of  comparison. 
Is  not  health,  an  income  beyond  my  necessities,  a  beloved  family, 
a  quick  imagination,  considerable  acquirements,  and  the  knowledge 
of  the  value  of  t.lieso  blessings,  enough  to  enforce  content  and  inspire 
gratitude  ? 

January  2'Mh. — Am  compelled  to  blame  severely  in  myself  that 
■want  of  decision  and  independent  resolution,  which  should  give 
birth  to  action  without  respect  to  the  occurrences  of  the  hour. 
The  lamps  of  (lie  wise  virgins  were  dressed  against  the  coming  of 
their  Lord,  while  the  fools  began  to  pre  pare  tiiem  when  their  light 
was  needed.  Read  over  scenes  of  'Uthello,'  hut  did  not  dis- 
charge my  duty  hy  it.  Arranged  in  ray  mind  tiie  alterations  to  be 
suggested  in  Colonel  D'Aguilar's  '  Fiesco  ' 

Although  often  opposed  (o  the  critical  opinions  of  Scott,  I  have 
pleasure  in  noting  down  (hi;  liberality  and  justice  of  his  observations 
on  Le  Sage  and,  in  nearly  an  equal  degree,  on  ridding.  His  de- 
scription, of  the  various  effects  produced  on  our  minds  by  differ*  nt 
portions  of  the  novel  of  'Gil  bias '  as  we  advance  from  childhood 
through  youth  to  manhood,  shows  him  to  be  a  close  observer  and  a 
faithful  reporter  of  his  owe  emotions.  L'ead  1  iryden's  '  Clcomenes,' 
a  play  that  has  all  the  marks  of  a  decaying  inlellect  upon  it. 
Images  are  forced  most  ungracefully  upon  the  dialogue,  and  the 
portfolio  of  the  author  appears  to  have  rendered  up  lis  lust  stock 
of  common-places  and  incongruous  similes.  The  frequency  of 
coarse  and  vulgar  expro.-.-io-s  (perhaps  me:int.  a.s  characteristic  of 
Spartan  conversation)  excites  the  surprise  of  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  usually  happy  selection  of" ids  words.  The  play 
possess.es  no  one  passage-  worthy  of  him. 

January  30.'« . — "Was  awake  at  a  very  early  hour  by  the  sieknoss 
of  my  beloved  child.  "Willi  what  anxious  fondness  one  watches  the 
change  of  every  shade  in  the  complexion  of  these  precious  gifts  of 
Heaven!  and  how  every  day  adds  to  the  love  with  which  we 
regard  them!  My  hours  of  occupation  were  divided  between  a 
letter  to  Colonel  D'Aguilar  and  reading  some  critical  treatises 
by  Drydcn.  S.  and  G.  liucknill  arrived  to  dinner.  They  are 
gentlemanly  and  natural  boys.  Feel  my  mind  lettered  by  the 
state  of  suspense  in  which  it  is  held  in  regard  to  Uthello.  Must 
give  my  attention  io  the  performance  of  it. 

January  31.sf. — Had  the  delight  of  seeing  my  darling  child  smiling 
upon  me  with  her  usual  health  and  spirits,  when  T  awoke  this 
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morning.  My  heart  turns  in  gratitude,  to  the  Giver  of  these 
blessings  for  tho  com  f err  it.  enjoys  in  l.lioir  continued  health.  To- 
day I  had  experience-  of  tho  Truth  that  ninth  of  the  difficulty  of 
every  task  lies  in  our  own  disinclination  to  labour,  and  in  the 
magnifying  effect  of  our  own  apprehension.  I  read  over  some 
part,  of  Othello  to-day,  which  loses  ils  awful  appearance  as  it  is 
more  confidently  approached.  I  entered  some  memoranda  from 
Dryden's  critical  and  dedicating  op'sths  in  my  common-place  hook. 

Febi'i'unj  Iff-. — "Mimilo  change  in  principles  leads  to  mighty 
change  in  effects."  A  deduction  of  Harris  in  his  '  Hermes'  bearing 
analogy  to  (he  immense,  not  to  say  infinite,  distance  caused  between 
two  lines  by  the  slightest  divergence  from  their  parallel.  Employed 
the  morning  left  to  me  by  Kea.n's  illni-ssin  rending  two  chapters  of 
Harris's  'Hermes,'  and  some  pages  of  Dryden's  -Critical  Essays.' 
Took  a  walk  of  two  hours,  daring  which  I  returned  the  call,  or 

card,  of  Mrs.. .     From  the  slovenly  appearance  of  neglect  I  do 

not  wish  to  improve  the  acquaintance.  Continued  Dryden's  'Essay  ' 
after  my  will;,  which  amused  mo  in  the  facts  it,  aifords  mo  for  a 
history  of  the  variation  of  critical  opinion,  l'rom  Harris's  work 
much  matter  for  thought  is  lo  he  obtained,  and  very  close  reason- 
ing to  ho  followed  in  the  analysis  of  universal  language. 
■  Fdrrum/'lnd.--  I.  finished  Lirydcn's  '  Defence  of  .Dramatic  Poetry,' 
which  he  has  conducted  more  in  the  spirit  of  a  disciple  of  a  theory 
than  as  an  indifferent  lover  of  truth.  Took  some  exercise  on  the 
water,  which  was  too  rough  for  pleasure  when  out  of  practice. 
Began  dray's  works,  in  which  T  have  particularly  noted  the  con- 
ceited and  egotistical  delivery  of  common-place  by  Mason.  Pleased 
with  the  ear-nest  tone  of  Algarofii's  letter  on  Gray's  odes,  though 
not  more  influenced  by  his  opinions  than  by  Dryden's. 

Sunday,  Fi-brat'-nt  ,'in/.—  Hi-ought  me  several  letters  on  business  ; 
the  answers  to  some  of  them,  attendance  sit  church,  and  a  walk 
round  the  reservoir  occupied  all  of  my  morning  (hat  was  not  given 
to  the  newspapers  and  playing  with  my  children.  There  is  some 
uncertainty  on  tho  arrangements  of  the  next  fortnight,  but  my  reso- 
lution is  taken  to  do  thebest  I  can  under  whatever  disposition  of 
things,  and,  trusting  in  Providence,  to  commit  results  lo  its  will. 
Finished  the  remaining  answers  to  my  letters,  and  read  over  a  few 
pages  of  Gibbon,  which,  with  two  or  three  chapters  in  the  Greek 
Testament,  has  made  up  my  study  to  day. 

F'Jiw.tt.ry  E.'A.— Was  on  the,  point  of  gelling  up  at  an  early  hour 
this  morning,  but  lay  to  revolve  and  mention  the  outline  of  a  plan 
which  hud  occurred  to  me  for  taking  the  Drury  Lano  Theatre. 
I  doubt  the  cohcsiveiicss  of  the  materials  which  it,  would  be 
necessary  to  combine  for  the  purpose.  Enjoyed  a  most  delightful 
walk  through  the  beautiful  country  Ivicg  between  this  place  and 

Mill  Hill.     Saw  \V- -there  (while  H.  and  G.   liuclmil]  lunched 

at  the  inn),  and  talked  over  Ids  affairs :  found  him  as  resolute  in 
choosing  his  mode  of  extrication,  iilthoiigli  by  others'  means,  as  if 
he   were  the  active  person.     Is  this  right?     He  has  incurred  ft 
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penalty  and  refuses  to  undergo  it.  Is  this  pride  or  wfodom?  It 
is  his  second  offence  against  prudence  attended  with  burdens  of 
self-reproach,  if  lie  thinks  at  all.  I  think  him  wrong  in  incurring 
the  necessity  of  humiliation,  and  still  more  so  in  sin-inking  from 
it.  Were  I  so  situated,  I  would  stoically  encounter  privation, 
and  the  pain  of  wounded  pride,  to  demonsireJc,  by  actions  a  lofty 
principle. 

February    at/).-  -"Read   Harris's    '  Hermes,'   which   continues    to 

S  lease  and  instruct  me.  A  dedioatinn  by  J.hydoa  to  the  Earl  of 
rrery  is  a  repetition,  almost  verbid,  of  bis  defence  of  rhyme  in 
dramatic  poetry  from  his  essay  on  that  subject.  The  prologue  is 
smooth  and  smart ;  hut  the  play  of  (lie  '.Rival  Ladies  'is  not  worth 
the  time  and  trouble  of  perusal.  Byron's  letter  on  Pope  v.  Jlowks 
is  an  amplo  vindication  of  the  poet's  fame  from  an  aspersion  that 
few  would  read,  and  none  who  could  judge  would  yield  to.  He 
makes  a  clear  case  of  what:  was  manifest  before. 

Fwriiary  7M.— Had  the  pleasure  of  being  in  the  garden  before 
breakfast  to  overlook  my  servant's  labours.  After  somo  short 
letters  en  business,  I  gave  my  attention  to  my  professional  studies, 
in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  morning  was  spent.  Employed 
three  hours  of  a  beautiful  afternoon  in  exercise  upon  the  water, 
where  I  moro  particularly  enjoy  the  freshness,  the  quiet,  and 
beauty  of  the  country.  Kead  Dryden's  tragedy  of  the  'Indian 
Queen,'  which,  besides  the  merit  of  verification,  frequently  melo- 
dious and  almost  always  easy,  has  nothing  to  recommend  it. 
The  language  is  as  uncharacteristic  as  iho  persons  are  out  of 
nature,  or  as  the  plot  is  impossible—  improbable  would  he  compli- 
mentary. Fielding  has  parodied  somo  pails  in  Ids  '  Tom  Thumb.' 
It  is  a  play  of  rhyming  repartee  and  quixotic  sentiment  that 
wearies  the  reader  in  his  search  for  those  gems  of  thought  and 
expression,  which  are  sometimes  to  be  found  among  the  rubbish 
which  Dryden  has  heaped  together  so  hastily  and  inconsiderately. 

Fdn  u-iry  Sl/i. — It  is  a  sirango  weakness,  whether  irr.pn!ablo  to 
some  physical  cause  or  to  an  insuperable  d  is!  rust,  of  myself,  I  know 
not,  that,  on  arriving  in  town  to  play  a  part  often  done  before  as 
Iago,  I  should  feel  a  trepidation  and  sudden  sinking  of  heart  as  I 
got  sight  of  the  bill  anru/ur.oing  my  pprfornuuiec.  But  it  is  so,  and 
though  my  reason  soon  subdues  1  lie  emotion,  I  got  to  the  theatre 
with  as  much  restlessness  and  more  unceri  j.inty  than  many  untried 
and  Jess  favoured  actors  know.  To  night,  however,  it  did  not 
affect  my  energy  or  skill  ;  perhaps  .1.  have  not  played  Iaso  with 
more  entire  self-possession,  more  spin!, and  in  a  more  manly  unem- 
barrassed tone.      I  fear  poor  W 's  fate  is  sealed !      He  is  far 

beyond  my  reach,  even  if  I  had  not  stretched  out  a  hand  to  him 
before  ;  his  present  prospects  do  nol  warrant,  a,  further  subtraction 
from  my  earnings.  His  want  of  forethought  anil  calculation  lias 
been  deplorable.    'Franklin  says.  '■  if  you  want  to  know  tho  value  of 

money  try  to  borrow  it;"    this   should  have  (aught  poorW 

worldly  wisdom.    It  is  one  of  the  first  stops  towards  wisdom  to 
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judge  of  others'  aciions,  especially  as  they  affect  ourselves,  as  a 
third  person.  This  would  prevent  much  of  that  unjust  i liable  spleen 
and  chafing  of  spirit,  with  which  wo  sec  our  peculiar  interest  treated 
by  them  as  secondary  to  their  own. 

Fthruavy  Villi.-  flow  sensibly  T  feci  the  pleasures  and  comforts 
of  my  home  as  the  day  of  my  departure  from  it  approaches.  I 
have  read  little  to-day.  Made  an  clfort  to  conform  in  my  opinion 
to  Drydcn's  on  tlic  surpassing  excellence  of  lien  Jon  son's  comedy  of 
the  'Silent  Woman,'  but  Mas  wearied  in  tlio  second  act.  Eead  a 
few  of  Wordsworth's  'Sonnets  on  the  Ihlddon,'  abounding  ill 
pictures  for  thought  to  dwell  upon  and  moral  truths  that  tend  to 
direct  or  confirm  the  mind.  "Walked  out  with  my  dear  Catherine 
and  mot  our  little.  Chris-tin  a  singing  lustily  along  the  road.  Ee- 
eeived  letters  in  the  evening,  the  answers  to  which  engrossed 
what  renamed  of  the  day. 

London.  Ftlrw'Tii  14th. — A  very  busy  day  after  a  very  disturbed 
night.  My  spirits  became  depressed  iti'ter  taking  leave  and  losing 
sight  of  my  dear  wile  and  children,  but  the  active  employment  of 
to-day  at  chambers  and  abroad  has  dissipated  the  gloom  which 
hung  upon  me.  T.  found  my scl f  a.nmnniei  d  for  "  the  ensuing  week" 
in  the  bills,  but  3Lr.  Jiunn  said  it  '■  meant  nothing."  My  divim'ngs 
were  just !— In  writing  to  W I  have  adhered  to  my  resolu- 
tion of  advancing  nothing  without  security.  I  am  right.  His 
failings  are  not  misfortunes,  or  I.  would  distress  myself,  as  I  have 
done,  to  relieve  him. 

Exiitr.r,  Ft.briii.inj  lCith. — My  morning  was  cut  into  as  many  por- 
tions as  I  had  boxes,  bags,  notes,  messages,  arid  hundreds  of  et 
cetera*.  I  gave  too  Hindi  to  the  porter  at  the  coach  ;  this  is  a  very 
silly  fault,  and  a  wrong  to  any  poor  creature  that  may  need  one's 
charity.  There  was  nolhieg  remarkable  in  the  three  passengers 
with  whom  I  started:  the  woman  was  very  vulgar,  which  was 
not  her  fault  ;  her  husband,  an  outsider,  was  equally  so  and 
rather  drunk,  but  rodeemingly  civil.  I  passed  Edwarde's  Place 
{"Kensington),  and  marked  the  house  where  I  left  my  dearest 
Catherine  nine  years  ago  ;  never  shall  T  forget  my  feelings  in 
quitting  her.  I  looked  with  extreme  interest  too  at  the  inn  at 
Ifounslow  where  wc  break'asted  »j;d  changed  our  clothes  on  the 
morning  of  our  marriage.  Few  have  more  cause  to  bless  that  im- 
portant day  than  I. 

Snn<At.i/,  Fcbru.'ti/j  ll/h.—I  read  TCacine's  two  prefaces  to  his 
'  riritaimieus,'  one  of  which  is  a  repetition  of  the  substance  of  the 
Other,  purged  of  the  pettish  smarlmsses  which,  in  the  jealous 
temper  and  sometimes  in  the  very  expressions  of  J.irydeii,  he  shoo!:; 
out,  porcupine  like,  around  him,  ll  would  be  better  had  Racine 
republished  his  critic's,  exceptions  with  Iris  own  '  liritannicus  ;'  he 
would  have  been  spared  I  he  necessity  of  insinuating  that  they  were 
dunces,  he  would  have  proved  them  so.  It.  is  a  beautiful  play.  I 
also  read  his  prefaces  to  '  Jlereuleo,'  '  i'.aja/.el,'  and  '  Mithridato.'  T 
could  see  little  of  the  beautiful  country  through  which  I  passed  to- 
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day  for  the  mist.  Arrived  at  my  lodgings,  I  entered  immediately 
on  business. 

Febrwmj  18/''.  -G railed  .as  I  was  on  the  point,  of  piing  out 

to  seek  him.  I  hod  been  look  in-*  at  the  ivy  leaves  playing  in  the 
sunshine  upon  the  city  wall  before  my  window,  :jiii]  thinking  how 
easy  was  the  lesson  of  content  with  henltii,  when  he  produced 
himself  as  an  instance.  He  showed  mo  the  Institution,  and  we 
walked  upon  tho  Castle  wull.i  together.  What  long  recollections 
lie  brings  to  me ;  he  was  what  I  may  term  the  first  cordial  ad- 
mirer in  my  art  that  T  had  ;  and  lie  lias  been  as  unchanging  as 
the  laurel  leaf.  T  acted  pretty  well  this  evening,  but  in  the  dagger 
scene  wanted  that  fresh  natural  manner  so  real  and  impressive  on 
an  audience.     Thank  God,  was  not  angry  or  harsh. 

February  VMh.-    G was  waiting  to  intercept  me,  as  I  came 

down,  and  carried  me  off  to  lire  ah  last,  f  had  tin;  reuse  to  ask  for 
my  account  to-day,  which  o!iierwi>e  would  have  been  it  matt  re 
d'hutel  I  suspect.  What  a  silly  shyness  is  that  which  seems  to 
shrink  from  being  thought  prudent  and  careful!  The  essay  I 
read  yesterday  on  the  drama  and  its  professors  will,  1  hope,  sustain 
me  in  my  desire  of  upholding  in  myself  and  for  my  dear  children 
a  respectable,  as  well  as  honourable  character.  But  an  actor  has 
more  temptation  than  other  men,  I.  can  scarcely  enter  a  theatre 
without  seeing  benny  that  too  often  cares  not  to  conceal  a  flat- 
tering approval  of  one's  talent,  and  that  would  not  receive  with 
avidity  a  reciprocal  homage.  "What  other  condition  in  life  brings 
you  into  personal  contact  with  beauty  under  such  dangerous 
circumstances?  It  is  my  fortune,  not  my  merit,  God  knows,  to 
have  escaped  unscathed  in  reputation. 

Fehrwrnj  '101  k. —  Disturbed  in  my  bed  by  tho  violence  of  the 
storm  (which  carried  away  slates,  chimneys,  ami  blew  down  more 
than  twenty  trees  on  the  Casilo  Jiiil)  1  thought  to  pass  my  day 
within,  and  opened  my  Viriril  at  the  Sibyl's  prophetic  fury,  and 
read  to  the  preparation  for  jIKouuh'  obsequies.  Tlegan  a  letter 
of  advice  to  my  dear  wife,  which  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance 
of  G ,  who,  in  our  conversation,  repeated  to  rue  his  recom- 
mendation of  preparing  materials  for  my  Memoir.  It  is  worth 
thinking  of.  From  the  scene  of  devastation  made  by  the  storm 
on  the  Castle  Kill,  wo  returned  to  the  Institution,  where  I  spent 
some  time  in  looking  over  the  plates  of  Stuart's  'Antiquities  of 
Athens,'  with  which  I  was  tnui-b  disappointed.  On  the  contrary, 
the   accuracy   of  Gell's   'Sketches   of   Pompeii'    gave   mo   much 

pleasure.     Alter  a  short  walk  with  G to  the  river,  red  and 

swollen,  1  went  to  dinner. 

February  21s(,— Read  the  first  part  of  a  paper  on  the  Dmdical 
religion  in  Scotland  ;  was  not  previously  aware  that  the  'rocking- 
stones 'are  artificially  dispu-ed,  and  that  they  are  Tlruidical  monu- 
ments. Rehearsed  with  civility;  had  occasion  to  observe  how 
much  country  practice  is  likely  to  indue'!  slovenly  habits  unless 
caution  is  constantly  used.    In  my  walk  with  G -afterwards, 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


183S.  ErjlfdU-ns  en   allainid'j  Ins  Furticllt   Yeas:  273 

was  struck  with  the  commnnding  position  of  tho  Castle  Hill; 
remarked  the  mound  behind  the  juilto  be  either  Danish  or  Jiritisli. 
How  easy  it;  is  to  lie  happy  is  rihviuits  from  G — — 's  state  of  enjoy- 
ment ;  careless  of  any  doctrine  beyond  that  of  duty  to  one's 
neighbour,  lie  revels  in  llic  lilici'ty  of  field  ami  sky,  indifferent  to 
a  religion,  and  thoughtless  on  n  hereafter.  1  have  thought  on  our 
conversation  of  last,  night:  real  ehastiiy  and  (ho  charity  of  Christ 
are  to  be  found  in  no  scheme  of  philosophy.  My  performance  of 
Iago  to-night  was  an  example  of  what  I  wrote  this  morning. 
There  was  a  want  of  sustained  earnest ness  and  spirit;  there  was 
no  proper  direction  of  the  sight,  and,  in  ten  sequence,  a  scowl 
instead  of  clear  expression,  besides  a  want  of  abstraction  in  the 
soliloquies. 

Fi-hr'tory  '1'lixL  —  "Yesl  erday  I  omitted  lo  rebuke  myself  for  the 

fetulanec  with  which  I  rated  the  man  who  carries  my  clothes. 
f  we  examine  our  relations  with  mankind  wo  have  no  right  to 
show  anger  to  any  man ;  it  is  the  right  only  of  the  tyrant  over 
his  slave,  and  there  is  first  the  right,  of  tyranny  in  the  abstract 
to  be  established.  To  be  angry  with  any  one  is  to  assume  a 
pretension  to  superiority  that  men  are  least  disposed  to  allow. 
Why  cannot  I  reflect  before  1  commit,  myself  in  word  or  action  ? 
My  morning  lias  been  passed  in  rehearsing,  after  which  I  called 

on  G .     1  was  amused  with   the  Othello  last  night  speaking 

tho  word  'veritable'  with  the  French  accent:  as  'Must  vcrltarbk.' 
I  feel  tired,  and  perhaps  have  no  resd  cause  for  regret  at  the 
quantity  of  leisure  time  left  to  me  in  this  Titration.  Packing  and 
a  mind  in  an  unsettled  state  have  not  allowed  mo  to  derive  much 
benefit  from  books  to-day.  Vanity  and  a  diseased  imagination, 
the  evil  result  of  a  neglected  youth,  are  the  sources  of  my  errors 
and  my  follies.  My  engagement  concluded  with  edit  to  a  well- 
filled  house;  I  acted  well  and  am  grateful  for  what  I  have  gained. 
Went  to  tea  and  say  adieu  to  G- — —  after  the  play. 

I.itxrponl,  A'tL'jd  Jim,  /■'i-!iri!!t,-i/'2~lii.-  More  attention  to  economy 
is  necessary;  more  attentien  tn  my  professional  studies.  Eead 
the  two  first  odes  of  .Horace's  Hook  of  Kpodes.  One  speaking 
the  very  throbs  of  friendship's  heart,  the  other  presenting:  picture 
after  picture  of  the  joys  and  charms  of  nature  and  a  rural  life; 
it  is  quite  beautiful.  Gave-  an  attem  ive  reading  to  the  '  Merchant 
of  London.' 

Dublin,  Sunday,  March  3rd. — I  am  forty  years  of  age  !  Need  I 
add  one  word  to  the  solemn  reproof  conveyed  hi  these,  when  1 
reflect  on  what.  I  am  and  what  I  have  done  ?  What  has  my  life 
been?— a  betrayal  of  a  great  trust,  an  abuse  of  great  abilities! 
Tiiis  morning,  as  I  began  to  dress,  I  almost  started  when  ii 
occurred  to  me  that,  if  was  n:y  birthday. 

Mui-'.-.h  ii'/'. — Finished  Schiller's  'Thirty  Years'  War,'  which  is 
little  more,  if  more,  than  an  extended  gazette.  It  has,  however, 
made  me  acquainted  with  the  actions,  and  in  some  instances  tho 
characters  of  men,  whose  names  were  only  known  to  me  before, 
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Tilly,  Mansfcldt,  Elector  Palatine,  Maximilian,  Wallenstein,  Pap- 
penhoini,  Oxonstieru,  Horn,  L!anner,  .iorstcusolm,  Weimar, &c,  &c. 
Noted  two  emendations  in  rehearsing  3Iacl.ie1.li  this  morning. 
Acted  Macbeth  with  spirit,  earnestness,  and  self-posies  ion  :■ 
carried  into  effect  the  corrections  T  3:n.<l  thought  of  in  the  morning. 
Was  obliged  to  appear  before  the  audience  after  the  play.  To 
■what  end  is  thought  or  care,  when  next  ni(in;!n<;  wo  read  notices 
of  our  labours  by  the  ignorant  and  incompetent? 

Hhi.rch  Gf'i,— Deliberated  for  some  time  on  a  very  polite  in- 
vitation to  dinner  this  day  from  Sir  Hussey  Vivian:  reflected 
that  I  must  relinquish  altogether,  or  imperfectly  complotc  my 
letter  of  advice  and  consolalion  to  my  boh/ved  wife;  and  also 
distress  myself  in  the  accumulation  of  business  Ihat  must  result 
from  this  indulgence  of  my  inclinn.Hf.ii  aval  curiosity.  The  proper 
study  of  mankind  is  man,  and  I  like  to  contemplate  him  under 
his  various  phases.  But  I  concluded,  against,  die  pressing  en- 
treaties of  Calcraft,  to  remain  at  home.  I  neglected  my  calls  to- 
day, but  after  a  long  walk  wrote  to  my  Catherine  and  afterwards 
Save  a  reading  which  was  much  wanted  to  the  '  Merchant  of 
London.'  I  was  right  in  remaining  to  aflend  to  my  duties. 
Perceive  that  much  improvement  is  to  he  obtained  by  attention 
nt  rehearsals;  and  in  my  profession,  as  in  my  observation  of 
Catherine's  progress,  diseem  the  meaning  and  admit  the  truth 
of  the  metaphysician  who  defines  genius  to  be  patience. 

M'trekftt.i,..  Passed  a  very  agreeable  evening  in  dining  at  tho 
Artillery  Mess  with  Colonel  Miehell.  Met  Colonel  Hustler,  Major 
Gordon,  whom  I  had  known  before  at  Twiss's,  Du  Hat,  Colonel 
Webber  Smith,  Horse  Artillery,  just  returned  from  tho  siege  of 
Antwerp,  who  gave  an  amusing  account  of  the  gallantry  of  a 
vh'jndil-.re  :iii:,v:\u-d  (o  111:;  'J.iih  liVLHii'.iod.      Tin  Plat,  spoke  of  Fitz- 

ferald,  long  since  dead,  and  olhers  of  James,  now  on  duty  here, 
fare  I  a  man  of  the  world,  how  easy  to  enjoy  the  world  and 
retirement  together ! 

March  Qlh. — I  acted  not  equal  to  myself;  I  fancied  (he  audience 
were  restless  and  indisposed  to  listen,  which  made  me  nervous  and 
hasty,  and  deprived  me  of  my  soil-possession.  As  I  advanced 
I  improved,  and  ended  u:IIi  eit'eeling  a  tolerable  impression.  In 
Puff  I  was  earnest  and  animated:  the  farce  went  well.  My  chief 
paragraph  was  a  "Forthcoming  refutation  of  Mai  thus,  by  the  Due 
de  Bcrri."  On  being  drawn  out  after  the  play,  T  said:  "It  is  a 
very  poor  requital  of  the  kind  approbation  which  I  have  always 
received  in  this  city  to  assure  you  that  as  I  invariably  revisit  it 
with  pleasure,  so  I  never  leave  it  vilhout  regret.  The  tragic 
actor  addresses  himself  to  the  feelings  of  his  auditors,  and  as  yours 
are  never  slow  in  responding  to  the  tones  of  truth  and  nature,  I 
may  justly  be  proud  when,  honoured  wiih  your  approval.  To 
merit  it  will  be  my  earnest  wish,  and  with  a  faithful  recollection 
of  how  much  I  am  your  debtor,  T  respectfully  take  my  leave." 
Supped  with  Calcraft,  quite'  worn  out. 
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Mu-rch  10.'/;. — Willi  a  violent  effort  I  extracted  myself  from  my 
bed,  and  without,  delay  proceeded  to  the  preparations  for  my 
journey.  Again  1  refused  the  petition  of  a  woman,  whom  I  had 
before  relieved,  in  consequence  of  the  vile  hypocritical  cant  she 
addressed  to  me,  asking  mo  "  If  I  was  a  parent ;"  and  in  another 
note  hoping  "As  it  was  the  Sabbath,  1  should  not  refuse." 
t'aleraft  paid,  but  reveried  to  the  subject  of  tlie  ccimmani  1  was 
resolute  ;  for  I  felt,  had  I  offered,  he  ought  not  to  have  received 
an  abatement.  After  couiplo'.iug  my  arrangements,  leaving  cards 
for  Mrs  IJcmans  and  Sir.  Oodles,  I  set  off  in  a  carriage  with  Mr. 
Calcraft  and  Miss  Huddait  to  Kingstown  ;  as  we  passed,  the  horse 
of  an  outside  car  ran  away,  ami  rushed  again-t  another  hack  car, 
overturning  horse,  earriimy,  and  passenger  :  much  fright,  hut  fortu- 
nately little  injury.  The  Bay  of  Dublin  was,  as  usual,  beautiful ; 
it  was  high  tide,  and  a-  London  steamer  crossed  and  entered  the 
harbour  close  to  Howth.  The  mountains  and  the  sea  so  imme- 
diately within  view  of  the  oily  add  greatly  to  its  beauty  and 
salubrity.  We  dined  at.  Hie  Jioyal  Hotel,  ifow  disenchanting  in 
the  female  character  is  a,  manifestation  of  relish  for  the  pleasures 
of  the  table  !  On  board  the  Thai  is  I  tool;  leave  of  Calcraft,  and 
was  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Oajitiiiu  Townloy  for  a  state  cabin, 
which  I  found  most  convenient.  We  had  N.E.  and  E.  winds 
blowing  fresh  through  the  night,  with  hi.il  and  rain.  The  evening 
was  clear,  and  the  seems  with  the  passing  vessels  interesting.  I 
turner]  in  early. 

MtmrJa-ster,  March  ll'-h.— After  a  tossing,  wakeful  night,  the  only 
solace  to  which  was  the  thoughts  of  my  Catherine,  I  made  a 
tolerably  comfortable  toilette  eed  breakfast,  and  enjoyed  the  pro- 
spect of  a  calm  sea  weltering  in  the  sunshine,  the  Welsh  line  of 
coast,  from  the  snow-clad  heights  id'  Tenuianmawr  to  the  opening 
of  the  Chvyd,  the  peak  of  Mod  Famina,  the  mouth  of  the- Bee,  and 
the  Lancashire  shore,  with  the  beacons  on  it,  and  the  vessels  of 
various  kinds  moving  within  our  view.  We  entered  by  the  middle 
channel.  I  found  Towidoy  to  be  a  friend  of'Kuowlos.  We  landed 
after  ten  o'clock,  and  with  seme  trouble  get  our  luggage  to  tile 
railway  station,  whence,  after  waiting  half  an  hour,  wo  rushed 
along  to  Manchester.  At  my  lodgings  I  found  a  very  loquacious 
landlady,  who  oppressed  my  exhausted  spirits  with  the  history  of 
her  family.  I  tried  to  play,  but  effort  must  have  been  too  per- 
ceptible throughout  the  performance.  The  company  is  very  in- 
dir.'ereot,  "  two  of  the  eleven  "  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 

M'<rr.h  \2t.h. — There  is  little  time  for  thnught,  when  morning  and 
evening  are  consumed  in  the  theah-c  Nothing  particular  occurred 
at  the  rehearsal.  Tn  the  afternoon  I  wrote  letters  of  business,  and 
devised  plans,  which  afterthought  induced  me  to  pause  upon.  I 
did  think  of  returning  home  next,  week  :  subsequent  reflection 
shows  me  that  T  may  both  save  and  earn  money  by  remaining 
absent.  I  acted  '  The  Stranger '  tolerably  well,  but  was  too  much 
in  appearance  on  the  stago ;  not  direct  nor  careless  enough  in 
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action  and  carriage.  On  returning  home  J  sat  down  to  road  over 
Othello;  the  idea  of  which,  even  litre,  gave  me  a  sensation  of 
nervousness.  1  am  inclined  to  reproach  myself  for  my  prceiplia- 
tion  in  declining  the  reduced  tonus  offered  me  at  Bath  and  New- 
castle.    Perhaps,  however,  T  was  not  wrong. 

.Uuri.vi  l'Mii. — Have  given  up  the  entire  day  to  the  rehearsal, 
consideration,  and  preparation  of  '  Othello.'  The  lugo  of  Cooper 
was  a  very  had  performance,  neither  distinctness  of  outline  nor 
truth  of  colour.  Of  my  own  Othello  1  am  inclined  to  speak  in 
qualified  terms.  There  was  not  exactly  n  lack  ol.  spirit  in  the  early 
scenes,  but  a  want  of  freshness  and  freedom  In  its  flow  must  have 
heen  manifest.  I  was  nervous,  and  under  that  oppression  eil'ort 
will  show  itself.  The  audience,  as  eold  as  the  snow  that  was 
falling  at  the  beginning,  waxed  warmer  and  warmer,  and  actually 
kindled  into  enthusiasm  at  the  burst  in  the  third  aet,  which,  was 
good;  but  the  part  si  ill  requires  much  siady.  The  address  to  the 
Senate,  the  arrival  at  Cyprus,  the  second  scene  of  the  fourth  act, 
and  the  last  act,  demand  all  my  care  and  energy.  The  house  was 
very  thin,  and  1  am  yet  irresolute  as  to  my  further  course. 

Mure!,-  l-U.'i. — T  lay  late  this  morning,  having  slept  little  in  the 
night,  and  feeling  much  fatigued.  Kehearscd  Pierre  ('Venice 
Preserved')  belter  lhan  1  expect  to  act  it.  I  perceive  how  very 
much  of  the  effect  of  acting  depends  on  omiiostness  and  spirit. 
Quite  overcome  by  drowsiness,  the  effect  of  last  night's  wakeful- 
ness or  this  day's  dinner,  which  was  very  moderate.  1  slept  half 
an  hour.  Acted  correctly,  but  rawly  ;  to  do  justice  to  myself  in 
Pierre  I  ought  to  give  the  part,  a  thorough  revival  and  practice. 
Was  made  very  happy  in  my  mind  by  a  letter  from  my  dear  wife. 
Wrote  to  her,  chiefly  on  domestic  arrangements. 

M'irck  lO-'ii.—  At  rehearsal  this  morning  could  not  give  much 
attention  for  the  cold  that  depressed  me.  My  thoughts  are  sickly 
as  well  as  my  body.  Would  1  could  relieve  them  !  Thcjifterneon 
of  a  dinner  inaii/m  was  necessarily  given  to  a  perusal  of  '  Werner.' 
My  acting  of  the  character  T  scarcely  ought  to  notice,  so  de- 
pendent are  its  efforts  on  the  other  parts,  that,  their  inefficiency  or 
incorrectness  neutralises  his  best  ed'orts.  1  quite  suffered  during 
the  play.  My  mind,  too,  in  consequence  of  my  bodily  ailment,  is  not 
under  my  control :  1  am  lunging  for  home,  yet:  cannot  in  prudence 
purchase  my  turn  enjoyment,  al  sneh  a  siicrilicc  of  money. 

March  1  Gift.— I  have  despatched  a  large  sum  to  my  bankers  to- 
day, for  which  I  thank  God.  In  the  play  I  acted  Tago  pretty  well, 
but  was  certainly  disconcerted,  if  not  annoyed,  hy  the  share  of 
applause  bestowed  on  Mr.  Cooper.  What  little  beings  docs 
sellishness  make  us  !  Tn  the  farce  I  was  mangled  by  the  shame- 
ful idleness  of  the  actors. 

Marck  \6lii. — lie  fore  t  rose,  read  odes  in  Horace.  That,  heautii'ul 
one  to  Maecenas  "ulhe  happiness  of  competency  found  ready  assent, 
and  infused  much  delight,  m  my  mimh  The  poetry  and  philosophy 
are  equally  charming.     Might  not  the  lino  "  con  verso  in  pre  t  him 
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Deo"  bo  well  applied  to  the  churchmen  of  the  present  day?  Some 
passages  in  Milton,  which  T  read,  served  its  a  comment  on,  or 
rather  a  confirmation  of  the  (ruth  and  wisdom  of  the  Iliinian  lyrist. 
Opening  at  random  Racine's.  'History  of  the  Tort  Royal,"  I  found 
some  shocking  evidences  of  tin?  villainy  of  the  Jesuits,  both  as 
individuals  and  as  an  order.  "What  a  scourge  has  that  precious 
blossingr,  religion,  been  made  by  the  impious  and  blaspheming 
sophistry  of  man!  Read  in  last,  week's  debate  the  Bishop  of 
London's  vindication  of  the  wealth  of  the  clergy  !  Appeared 
before  a  wretched  assemblage  of  devoted  play-goers  in  the  part  of 
Virginius,  which  neither  my  health,  .spirits,  nor  interest  could 
encourage  me  to  act.  1  made  some  saving  hits  in  passages,  and 
tried  experiments  through  it. 

March  ID;/?.— Tor  my  health's  sake  took  a  walk  of  about  three 
miles  up  and  down  Oxford  Road.  Thought  on  many  things : 
my  father's  inconsiderate  speculation  here,  and  consequent  ruin — 
its  effect  on  my  destiny  ;  the  mystery  of  human  nature;  and  the 
sweet  musings  of  my  darling  children  on  seeing  n. little  girl  about 
the  age  and  form  of  dear  Nina,  came  like  delight  upon  my  spirit. 
Read  many  pages  of  Racine's  '  Ili-tory  of  fort  Royal.'  My  acting 
in  Teil  to-night  wm  bad,  but  had  the  excuse  of  bad  health  and 
audience.     I  wish  1  coidd  oiler  any  excuse  for  my  ill-temper. 

31-n-ch  2.0th. — Acted  Werner  with  unusual  force,  truth,  and  col- 
Iectedness,  finished  off  eaeh  burst  of  passion,  and  in  consequence 
entered  on  the  following  emotion  with  clearness  and  earnestness. 
The  house  was  miserable. 

March  21s/. — I  have  done  nolhir.g  e'.-e  to-day  beyond  rehearsing, 
taking  a  very  short  walk,  and  reading  part  of  Ualiley  preparatory 
to  my  performance  of  it,  which  merits  little  com  mend  at  ion.  It  is 
a  character,  as  being  very  easy,  that  I  ought  to  play  well  ;  and 
merit  censure  for  not  doing  it  better  than  well. 

March  •'z2inl. — Read  over  WoLey  for  to-morrow  evening,  and 
lookeel  at  my  accounts,  which,  thank  God,  are  more  satisiactory 
tlian  they  have  lately  been.  Read  over'  again  my  Catherine's  last 
letter,  and  let  my  thoughts  loose  on  their  ramble  homo.  Read  the 
part  of  Scroopo,  and  acied  it  effectively,  but  not  with  the  truth, 
reality,  and  taste  that  would  satisfy  my  own  judgment.  Acted 
the  scene  of  Joseph  Surface  middling].?.  The  house  was  much 
better  for  the  bill,  and  T  am  glad  t.o  have  rendered  Miss  lluddart 
such  a  service.  Tlio  play  excited  so  much  interest  that  Mr.  Cooper 
was  recommended  to  take  it  to-morrow  night,  but  he  preferred 
playing  'Henry  \  111.,'  which  I  do  not  envy  him. 

March  2o'/i. — "Went  to  the  theatre  to  see  '  Yietorine,'  which  in- 
creased the  previous  depression  of  my  spirits.  How  very  painful 
is  the  contemplation  of  &  woman  who  has  yielded  up  her  virtue, 
and  how  miserable  does  the  reflection  on  the  brutal  character  of 
vico  among  the  low  thieves  of  a  metropolis  make  the  mind.  Jt  is 
hopeless  depravity,  "What  are  wc  here  for '.'  1  was  perhaps  addi- 
tionally moved  by  sitting  in  the  box  I  used  when  a  boy,  before 
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my  prospects  changed,  seeing  the  very  drop-scene,  that  my  father 
placed  there  twenty-live  years  ago.  Much  of  the  past  came  back 
upon  me. 

ViirlMe,  M'.rrd.  £9/,v-  Woke  before  roy  apo-ii;!' d  hour,  hut  rose 
refreshed,  and  wit.li  a  sensation  ot"  relief  in  quilling  Manchester. 
My  journey  offered  mc  little  to  remark  upon:  the  sort  of  early 
loiterers  in  a  manufacturing  town  made  their  wonted  appearance 
about  the  coach,  to  make  < ■  i i ■  ■  i million  again  the  general  influence 
of  civilisation.  Lancaster  Castle,  from  its  site,  its  present  appro- 
priation, and  as  having  been  I  he  place  of  my  poor  lather's  confine- 
ment, arrested  my  attention,  as  did  Garstang  Castle  from  not  having 
before  noticed  it,  and  Komkd  Castle  front  lis  beautiful  situation. 
A  very  heavy  snow  storm  on  t?hap  Fulls  made  !ho  wild  country 
more  desolate  and  dreary  than  usual ;  I  love  the  heath  and  the 
free  breeze  of  the  hills.  Passed  by  the  theatre  at  Carlislo,  which 
my  father  built,  in  seeking  my  letter-;  :  thonght  of  many  days, 
acts,  and  feelings  for  ever  gone. 

KdinbuTfili,  M'lrnh  !iO!L— A  striking  instance  of  the  dangerous 
effects  of  precipit  alien  showed  itself  to  day,  A  month  ago  I  could 
not  reason  down  the  annoyance  of  wounded  pride  arising  from 

13 'e  refusal  to  be  my  bey's  godfather:  this  morning  I  took  up 

his  letter  to  answer  it.  and  it  seems  to  me  most  proper  and  affec- 
tionate. Pride  and  passion  !  where  would  ye  have  left, me?  Thank 
God  I  have  replied  to  it  as  I  ought.  My  day  has  been  an  idle 
one.  I  have  read  some  pages  of'Tasso,  the  combats  between  Ottone, 
Argante,  and  Tancredi  ;  some  part  of  Terence's  ' Ifeatitontimorou- 
menos,'  the  excellent  scene  of  Chromes  rebuking  Clitipho,  and 
Syrus.  sending  him  away ;  two  essays  of  Bacon  on  Custom  and 
Nature;  and  Shakespeare's  exquisite  scenes  between  Angelo  and 
Isabel.      J  walked  upon  I  he  Cab  on  Hill,  after  posting  my  letters. 

I  read  Racine's  letters  to  some  over  zealous  Jansenists,  and  his 
discourse  on  the  admission  of  Ihe  younger  Oemeille,  'the  Abbe! 
Colbert,  and  Berquet  to  the  Academy,  Pinished  yesterday  his 
history  of  the  'Monastery  of  Port  b'oyal,'  so  amusing  from  the  cre- 
dnlity,  simplicity,  and  earnestness  of  the  writer;  the  insight  into 
the  Pi oi nan  Catholic  religion  through  its  various  forms;  its  effect 
in  confining  the  powers  of  (he  mind  exempblied  in  Pueine's  servile 
adulation,  or  rather  idolatry  of  Louis ;  the  anatomical  view  it 
affords  of  the  means,  principles,  and  purposes  of  the  Jesuits  :  and 
also  for  the  various  individual  characters,  both  interest  jug  and  en- 
tertaining, that  it  makes  to  pass  before  us.  Jn  his  two  letters 
against  Jansenist  defenders  of  Port  Koyal  it  is  not  clearly  seen 
whether  his  temporary  hostility  was  aroused  by  their  censure  of 
dramatic  poetry  or  acted  on  in  deference  to  the  implacability  of 
Louis:  his  praises  of  that  bad  man  are  almost  disgusting. 

Particularly  noted  the  superior  eifect,  as  well  as  the  diminution 
of  labour  in  the  marked  discrimination,  with  which  I  acted  Va- 
ginitis this  evening,  though  unprepared,  and  at  first  careless  of  my 
performance.    This  resulted  from  thinking  on  the  too  artificial 
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style  of  the  young  gentleman  who  played  Othello  List  night,  and 
contrasting  his  and  ICean's  mctho'Ls,  though  they  arc  patches  from 
one  piece,  with  my  own.  I  see  how  much  of  my  conception  I  lose 
by  precipitancy ;  it  does  not  extract  one  spark  of  iire  the  less,  hut 
tempers  energy  so  "  as  to  give  it  smoothness."  I  hope  I  may  now 
exclaim,  sepim  !  To  notice  one  among  many  instances  of  natural 
and  powerful  effect,  I  may  record  the  or  dancing  and  rebuking 
Virginia  and  committing  licr  to  Icilius  fusl  bei'ore  hurrying  away 
to  the  field,  which  I  never  did  bo  well. 

AprilSrd. — "Wrote  to  dearest  Catherine.  IReccived  letter  from 
her;  and  one  from  .Mr.  Farren  asking  me  to  play  Puff  for  his 
benefit  1  Acted  well.  I  perceive  by  my  observation  of  last  night 
that  the  great  defect  of  my  style  is  hurry  and  want  of  clear 
discrimination  -i  mean  discrimination,  not.  in  one's  own  mind,  but 
made  palpable  to  and  impressed  on  an  audience.  Let  me  not  lose 
sight  of  this ! 

April  ilh.— Called  on  Allan,  and  saw  Iris  Orphan  on  the  easel, 
his  sketches  of  the  rooms,  eVc,  at.  Abbotsibrd,  and  the  study  of 
his  picture  of  Iiizzio's  Murder.  He  is  a  very  interesting  man ;  he 
promises  to  come  and  see  me  on  his  arrival  in  London.  Called 
on  Mrs.  Spencc,  and  chatted,  llcceived  two  petitions,  hut  I  un- 
learn my  own  precepts  of  generosity  hero.  Answered  Mr.  Farren's 
letter,  declining  to  act  Tuff.  1'layed  'The  Stranger '  pretty  well, 
but  hud  particular  evidence  of  the  comparatively  phlegmatic 
temper  of  this  audience  in  the  applause  to  the  burst  in  act  fourth. 
Supped  with  Mr.  Pritchard,  and  met  a  party,  with  whom  I  was 

l.owlon,  Elstn-e,  April  Wh. — Had  the  comfort  of  reaching  my 
chambers,  stiff  and  wearied  :  disappointed  in  not  finding  Catherine 
and  my  baby  there;  dressed  myself,  and  sat  out  to  catch  the 
Crown  Prince  coach,  which  I  missed,  and  came  to  the  parting  of 
the  roads  by  a  Ifemel  Hempstead  one.  Walked  with  a  quiet 
light  step  towards  T'.lsiree,  and  reached  my  dear  homo  about  half- 
past-ten.  "What  can  I  record  beyond  this?  As  Francesca  says: 
"  Quel  glome  piii  uon  vi  leireemtuo  sivunti?"  I  found  my  darling 
hoy  much  better  than  I.  could  have  expocW,  my  dearest  Nina,  in 
full  health,  and  all  well!  I  looked  round  the  house,  and  about 
the  ground,  satisfying  myself  with  reviewing  what  was  pleasing 
for  not  being  new.  I  only  looked  over  my  "accounts,  talking  in 
idle  gossip  the  rest  of  this  happy  day  away.  I  can  only  thank  Ood, 
as  I  humbly  and  fervently  do.  for  so  dear  and  precious  a  gift  as 
the  homo  with  which  He  has  blesl  mo,  anil  for  the  feeling  to  appre- 
ciate and  enjoy  it. 

April  10(/i. — Tniinedlai.ely  on  coming  down,  which  T  did  at  a  late 
hour,  I  lunched  and  set  off' in  the  carnage  to  town  with  Catherine 
and  my  boy.  Culled  at  the  theatre.  Kndca.voured  at  my  chambers 
to  prepare  myself  fur  night,  but  sound  a  diflieuby  in  settling  and 
concentrating  my  thoughts.  Endeavoured  to  act  Macbeth  well, 
but  found  myself  strange  to  the  stage,  the  size  of  the  theatre,  and 
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thp  effect  of  my  own  voice.     Sly  earnestness  must  have  been  a 

redeeming  qualify  in  my  acting.  l;s  the  applause  was  frequent;  as 
T  advanced  I  think  I  improved,  ami  my  death  was  very  warmly 
applauded.  I  was  called  for  at  the  fall  of  the  curtain,  and  obliged 
to  go  forward.  I  returned  to  chambers,  where  Catherine  was 
waiting  to  accompany  me  in  the  carriage  to  Klstrec  with  dear 
"Willie,  who  was  much  better. 

April  Kth.- -Very  unwell  indeed  :  did  not  leave  my  room.  Time 
utterly  lost  to  tnc.  mind  and  body.  And  this  idght-  Coven t  Garden 
Theatre  was  closed  in  consequence  of  tho  number  of  per  forme  re 
unable  to  attend  their  duly  from  illness,  a  circumstance  without 
precedent  in  my  recollect  ion.  T'eud.  although  will)  some  difficulty, 
and  not  with  my  mind  in  a  sufficiently  clear  slate  to  apprehend 
quickly,  the  review  Ol"  Hiiro's  translation  of  Mebulir's  '  History  of 
Uome.'  Much  interested  in  it.  He  offers  petulant  authors  a  lesson 
in  the  silence  he  preserved  to  every  attack  made  to  his  Uieories. 

April  \~ith. — lleecived  news  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre  being  closed 
until  Saturday  next  in  consequence  of  the.  many  absentees  from 
indisposition  among  the  performers.  I  could  not  help  occasionally 
feeling  this  illness,  the  anxiety  of  niy  wile  and  sister,  the  care  to 
preserve  quiet,  and  all  the  efforts  to  soothe  i lie  pain  and  allay  the 
irritation  of  a  sick-bed,  as  a  rehearsal  of  the  eventful  scene  that 
must  one  day  he  acted  when  I  must  feel,  in  addition  to  my  bodily 
sufferings,  that  I  must,  leave  the  dear  friends  of  my  heart— the 
blessed  children  of  my  love. 

April  19(/o— The  flay  market  Tliealre  is  closed  until  "Wednesday 
next,  on  account,  of  the  illness  of  the  performers. 

April -lint.-  -To  day,  thank  (led,  J.  tasted  the  pure  air  again !  I 
humbly  oiler  up  my  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  his  numberless 
mercies  and  bounties,  and  am  particularly  called  upon  now  to  ac- 
knowledge gratefully  niy  rest' .ration  hem  the  severe  sickness  with 
which  I  have  been  afflicted.  T  feel  that:  niy  system  has  been  over- 
worked, and  brought  into  a  most  excitable  state  of  predisposition  to 
illness.  I  quite  enjoyed  tho  free  inspiration  of  the  atmosphere  and 
the  warm  sunshine.  The.  flowers  and  trees  had  unusual  interest  for 
me.  I  read  the  newspapers,  in  which  1  iiml  much  to  employ  reflec- 
tion, but.  little  to  improve  my  estimation  uf  mankind.  'The  prominent 
facts  in  the  world's  history  that  delight  it  thinking  man  are  very  few 
indeed. 

April  2'ir-l,  Sii'.i.hir.pc:trr''\  Ih'rihflay. — On  this  day  1  was  to  have 
met  theGarriok  Hub  at  dinner  ii:  .honour  of  .-diaktspoare's  birthday, 
and  intended  to  have  felt  Iheir  dispositions  towards  erecting  some 
memorial  to  J.Irs,  Siddons :  instead  of  which  I  am  walking  with 
the  help  of  a  slick  tliroiig.li  my  garden  and  liekl,  endeavouring  to 
regain  the  health  and  strength  of  which  I  feel  the  want  so  much. 
The  day  is  very  pleasant,  and  the  garden  looks  very  cheerful  to 
me,  I  walked  to  tiro  myself,  and  ihen  came  in  to  write  eome 
letters.  Have  been  obliged  to  put  off  to  next  year  tho  new  gravel- 
ling our  walks,  for  which  I  am  not  sorry. 
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April  2-ith.--  Obliged  to  rehim  to  my  bed,  after  an  ineffectual 
effort  to  dress  myself.  "Very  weak  ami  mradl,  and  in  great  appre- 
hension of  a  more  serious  turn  of  my  disoi  der :  my  jiulsc  at   iilty- 

ei gilt,  and  my  nervous  system  in  a  stale  (if  painful irritation.  Con!d 
neither  address  myself  to  write,  rend,  or  talk,  nor  puffer  anyone  to 
read  to.me.  Wit  belter  towards  night,  lint  very  far  from  com- 
fortable. Turned  over  tlie  leaves  of  Crebillon's  plays,  and  of 
Oomeille's;  became  acquainted  with  the  fact  of  Eoote  bavins 
taken  bis  'Liar'  from  that  poet's  'Le  Menteur;'  looked  also 
through  the  pages  of  '  Lo  i'estin  do  Pierre,'  by  Oorneillo,  which 
seems  to  me  the  best  of  any  of  the  pieces  (inmiTiiise.il  oil  the  story 
of '  Don  Juan.'     Turned  over  some  loaves  of  Voltaire. 

April  'Ivitli.— Saw  by  newspapers  that  Jlr.Bnnn  is  made  lessee 
of  IJrury  Lane  Theatre  ;  bur  1  must  '-abide  the  change  of  time." 
Looked  at  a  small  volume  entitled  '  An  account  of  Caspar  Itauser, 
a  youth  kept  in  a.  dungeon  till  seventeen  years  old  !'  1  disbelieved 
the  whole  story— at  least  it  is  not  like  truth. 

Sinn/iiy,  April.  '^Sth. — Answered  several  notes,  and  iben  walked 
round  the  garden  with  my  wile  and  little  girl  and  sister.  This  is 
an  enjoyment  to  me.  I  thank  God  for  the  general  appearance  of 
improving,  health  through  my  whole-  family.  Head  some  letters 
of  Junius,  with  the  bold  sharp  style  of  which  I  aui  amused.  Read 
prayers  with  my  family  at  night  for  the  first  time  these  many 
weeks.     I  thank  God  for  the  power  to  do  so. 

H-v/mlay,  May  \dh.~- Knowles  sent  me  his  play  of  'The  Wife,  a 
Talc  of  Mantua.'  The  weather  is  realiy  delicious :  it  is  a  luxury 
to  breatho  the  air,  to  inhale  the  fragrance  of  I  he  flowers,  and  listen 
to  the  music  of  the  birds,  watching  ike  graceful  motion  of  the 
gen tly- waving  boughs.  As  a  contrast  I  read  the  newspaper:  the 
parliamentary  debates,  the  actions  and  speeches  of"  Lord  Altborp, 
Mobhouse,  Tecl,  Spring  Bice,  &e.     Went  to  morning  service. 

l.omlmi.  May  i\lh.~ 7  came  to  town  wills  my  family,  principally 
that  Mr.  Earh;  might  see  Catherine  and  Nina.  My  morning  was 
occupied  in  executing  commissions  for  home,  until  f  parted  from 
my  darlings  to  sec  Mr.  Eunn  at  the  theatre.  My  conversations 
with  him  was  not  satisfactory;  my  benefit  will  probably  be  sacri- 
ficed, and  I  cannot  see  my  way  into  next  season.  My  conversation 
with  Cooper  and  lleynolds  on  the  subject  of  Covcnt  Garden  being 
managed  by  myself  leave  too  st  ill  in  doubt.  I  remained  in  town  to 
see  the  German  opera  of  '  Fidelio,'  which,  though  short,  is  to  an 
English  auditor  rather  heavy.  The  genera]  acting  also  disap- 
pointed me;  it  was  opera  acting,  the  same  unnatural  gesticulation 
and  redundant  holding  up  of  arms  and  healing  of  breast,  Madame 
Schroeder  Devricnt  is  a  splendid  exception  to  the  commonplace  of 
the  rest:  it  was  as  tender,  animated,  passionate,  and  enthusiastic 
us  acting  in  an  opera  could  be;  she  quite  abandoned  herself  to  her 
feelings— she  was  admirable.     Next  to  her  came  the  chorus. 

Maylth. — Went  to  Prui'vLaiie  to  see  Malibra.11-  what  an  artiste! 
Whether  it  be  that  excellence  gains  an  advantage  in  competition 


Hcssed  by  GOOgk 


282  Macreadtfs  Diaries.  1833. 

by  producing  the  last  effect,  and  1  hereby  leaving  its  impression 
Strongest,  I  do  not  know ;  but  perhaps  it  is  to  this  cause  I  should 
attribute  the  superiority,  as  it  seemed,  oi'  Malibran  to-niglit  over 
what  appeared  to  me  perfection  in  ^ehroeder  yesterday.  It  per- 
plexes me  to  decide  between  Ibesc  imi  gifted  creatures.  Schroeder 
Devrient  absolutely  thrilled  mc,  made  mc  start,  and,  some  time 
after,  the  agitation  into  which  she  threw  me  had  not  subsided. 
Malibran  delighted  me:  I  think  I  may  say  there  was  greater 
variety  of  excellence  in  her  perforin  ante,  arid  1"  fancy,  though  loth 
to  let  it  escape  me  lest  it  should  not  be  strict  ly  just,  that  there  is 
rather  more  finish  in  Mahbran. 

M'.iy  Slh. — Harley  called  by  appointment  to  talk  over  the  state  of 
tin:  profession.  Cooper  came  to  excuse  himself,  on  account  of  a 
new  farce,  from  his  bil-aree  engagement.  We  had  much  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  thealre  ;  the  opinion  seemed  to  bo  that 
it  would  ho  much  better  for  the  proft:s-ion  that  Coven t  Garden 
should  be  opened  by  others  than  by  the  Drury  Lane  manager;  it 
was  agreed  to  wait  the,  event  of  Mr.  liunn's  negotiation. 

EMfw,  M(ii/2it'i. — I  Was  in  earnest  he^mibig  business,  after  my 
walk  round  the  garden  and  playing  with  my  children,  when  Sir 
.lolin  Marshall  arrive:!  to  interrupt  me.  Wo  came  to  a  perfect 
under-standing  on  the  subject  of  the  lease — went  over  the  premises 
and  to  the  reservoir;  ho  lunched,  gave  us  a  very  warm  invitation 
from  Lady  31.  and  self.  Related  anecdotes  of  ThurteH'a*  brother, 
and  the  early  occupants  of  Mr.  King's  house,  fate  of  the  daughters, 
&c.  Left  us  about  three  o'clock;  Kirch  ami  self  went  down  to  tho 
water  aud  rowed  (ill  nearly  live,  when  Messrs.  Dow  and  Spcnce 
arrived  and  came  to  us.  In  conversing  wilb  them  after  dinner  I 
allowed  myself  most  imprudently  to  criticise  fho  knowledge  and 
impartiality  of  the  public  press.  Why  cannot  L  be  silent  on  what, 
if  my  opinions  are  promulgated,  I  only  aggravate?  This  impotent 
display  of  contempt  or  anger  is  most  unwise.  Never  belray 
hostility  until  yon  have  the  power  to  crush,  audthen  use  it  only  to 
prove  a  butter  nature  than  that  of  your  paltry  antagonist. 

Mvtj'Ajth—  Came  early  to  town";  got  my  clothes  from  Wilkins, 
and  found  a  note  from  3liss  Ellen  Tree  expressing  her  regret  at 
not  being  allowed  lo  act  lor  me.  Saw  I'itmii  u.i  She  theatre,  whore  I 
took  places  for  Lady  "Marshall.  Packed  up  my  trunk  andwroto  to 
Sir  J.  IT.  with  orders.  On  my  way  to  Richmond  with  Harley, 
Birch,  and  Spcnce",  met  Jones,  who  promised  to  do  31.  Rercz  for 
my  night.  Passed  several  pedestrian  mourners  on  tho  road  and 
some  carriages.  Among  them  Mr.  Duerow's.  Rushed  into  the 
room  where  Kean's  remains  lay,  pnor  creature!  Lee  hoped  that 
Mr.  Harley  approved  what  he  had  dime.  In  the  drawing-room 
shook  hands  with  young  Kean,  Stanfiold,  Knowles,  Clint.  Intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Forsler.  A  fin- some  delay,  furnishing  mourners,  &c, 
we  wcro  summoned;    TSraham  and  self  first,  as  supporters;   wo 

•  Elstroe  was  tho  sc:.'tio  of  the  mimkr  of  Mr.  Wear*  K-  Th  1.1  r tell  and  others 
in  1823.— En. 
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crossed  tlio  Green  and  paced  tin;  crowding  streets  amid  Hie  lond 
remarks  and  repetition  of  names  by  the  multitude.  Kean's  coffin 
placed  before  our  pew  led  me  into  very  sad  ruminations ;  contrast- 
ing his  monicuts  of  burning  etiei-iiy  villi  tin;  mass  of  cold  corruption 
fronting  me.  'J'he  church  was  crowded  by  curious  and  gay  visitors, 
and  was  distressingly  liol  .;  his  son  and  31  r.  Ltewcre  much  affected. 
The  anthem  was  beautiful,  but  long.  The  procession  returned  to 
the  Louse  in  its  original  order ;  I  could  make  little  observation  on 
anything:  around  me,  being  under  such  a  mirt'cilhnce.  Iiraham 
invited  me  to  dine  with  him.  at  the  Star  and  Garter,  but  I  was 
obliged  to  decline.  I  shook  hands  very  warmly  with  young  Komi, 
who  thanked  me  ;  anil,  villi  Hurley,  went  in  search  of  the  carriage, 
which  met  us  on  the  Green  and  very  rapidly  took  us  to  town. 

'liiriiiiwjhiivi,  .May  2\jt.k. — I  kissed  my  darling  babes  in  the 
nursery  and,  taking  leave  of  Letitia,  also  my  wile,  1  went  to  the 
Plough  to  wait  lor  the  Crcvnt  Vrincc  coach.  My  travelling  com- 
panions, on  getting  into  the  coach,  did  not  offer  me  the  prospect 
of  a.  very  pleasant  day ;  bnt  the  perusal  of  the  translation  of 
Goethe's  'Faust '  employed  and  amused  my  mind  the  greater  part 
of  the  journey.  A  literal  translui.ion  must  leave  much  of  the  spirit 
behind,  and  in  following,  as  i  suppose,  many  of  the  inversions  of 
the  original,  adds  to  its  obscurity.  Tn  the  simple  passages  of 
Margaret's  description  of  her  little  sister's  life  and  death  in  tlio 
]ast  scene,  her  wish  to  have  her  own  infant  in  her  grave  beside  her, 
for  "no  other  creature  would  be  near  her,"  I  was  much  affected. 
On  approaching  Birmingham  I  saw  the  terrible  afiidtes  of  Mr. 
Ducrow,  which,  with  other  ill-boding  circumstances,  prepared  me 
for  a  had  week.  On  arriving'  .1  inquired  for  my  old  admiring 
friend,  and  could  not  at  fir  ft  catch  tlio  low  muttering  tones,  in 
which  the  servant  told  mo  she  was  dead  !  I  was  quite  shocked. 
Iliad  known  her  since  I  could  remember  anything.  Death  has 
been  very  busy  this  year.     Mr,  Cooper  called  and  sat  a  short  time. 

May  fifth.—' I  attended  rehearsal,  and  the  whole  fate  of  the 
engagement  was  visible  to  me  :  a  wretched  company,  and  a  mere 
wandering  manager,  who  ventures  because  he  has  nothing  to  lose. 
It  is  quite  unfortunate  that  1  came;  hut  it  must  be  endured,  and 
it  is  always  wise  to  make  the  best  even  of  the  worst.  Wrote  to 
Bunn  and  Palmer,  for  I  am  in  a  terrible  dilemma-,  my  trunks  not 
having  arrived  ;  in  consequence  of  which  we  must  change  the 
play  from  '  ilat.hoih  '  to-morrow,  T  acini  in  parts  pretty  well, 
and  seemed  to  curry  tho  audience-  -they  were  not  a  heavy  load  1o 
bear  in  any  way — with  the  interest  of  tlio  play.  The  house  was 
very  bad,  but  I  have  no  right  to  complain  of  Birmingham,  I 
noted  severed  things  in  my  acting  which  will  lead  to  the  correc- 
tion, I  think,  of  a  faulty  principle. 

May  2S/7i. — 1  acted  Handel,  ul though  with  much  to  censure,  yet. 
with  a  spirit,  and  feeling  of  words  and  situations  that  I  think  I 
have  never  done  before.  The  first  act  was  the  best,  still,  at  the 
exit  of  the  Ghost  in  belli  scenes,  and  fitter  wards,  polish  and  self- 
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possession  is  requisite.  In  the  second  net  almost  general  revision. 
Third  act,  tlic  soliloquy  wants-  a  more  entire  abandonment  to 
thought,  more,  abstraction.  Ophelia's  scene  wants  finish,  as  does 
the  advice  to  tlie  players.  The  play  scene  was  very  good,  and 
most  of  the  closet  scene,  but  in  pavis  my  voice-  is  apt  to  rise,  and 
T  become  rather  too  vehement.  Latter  part  wants  smoothness. 
End  of  the  play  was  good.     Energy!  Energy!   Energy! 

May  31s*.— A  letter  from  liunn,  in  which  lie  now  mentions  his 
nticertainty  of  getting  Taglioni  fov  my  benefit,  which  before  he 
taught  me  to  rely  on  as  sure !  Wrote  to  him,  but  corrected  my 
letter,  and  sent  one  solely  on  business.  Went  to  rehearsal ;  made 
a  trifling  present  io  the  little  boy  who,  in  Albert  last  night,  so  dis- 
concerted and  enraged  me.  1  deserved  a  severer  penalty.  Walked 
with  Mr.  Cooper,  discoursing  mi  ihe  ciianees  of  next  season. 

London,  Jane.  \tk. —  At  five  o'clock  left  liirmingham  in  the  Red 
Hover,  with  a  guard  dressed  for  the  part  in  a  red  coat  and  red  hat. 
Much  of  the  way  I  slept,  ami  was  averse  to  produce  my  book  of 
1  Kiile  a  Wife,'  on  account  of  the  fellow-pn  singer  of  my  journey. 
On  arriving  I  found  by  a  note  from  liunn  that  Vestris  declined 
Estitania,  and  I  had  a  play  to  seek.  After  a  few  moments' talk 
the  'School  for  SVa.ivlal'  was  decided  on,  myself  as  Charles.  Some 
time  elapsed  before  I  had  read  the,  part,,  ami  saw  my  unfitness  for 
it;  and!  then  had  my  name  taken  down,  and  retained  my  form  or 
part  of  Joseph.  This  is  not  such  a  bili  as  tlic  Tragedian  of  the 
Theatre  should  put  out,  and  I  feel  it,  a  sort  of  suicide  ;  but  look  at 
the  company,  look  at  the  time,  and  then,  what  is  to  be  decided  on 
for  Monday  1 

Kktre?,  J«n?  8;<;.-  --Wert  to  the  theatre,  saw  Mr.  liunn,  heard  of 
Mrs.  Orgcr's  goo-.l--nat.ured  aequiescenee,  ami  of  the  misunderstand- 
ing that  had  existed  on  Tabloid's  em.'-'au'eiui.nt,  M.  Laporte  never 
having  arranged  with  lier  for  my  night.  Eeturnod  to  Elstrce, 
looked,  into  Jefferson,  whose  character  improves  upon,  me  with  my 
increased  knowledge  of  it.  It  is  very  pleasant,  to  see  in  one's  own 
mind  prejudices  dissolve  before  the  approach  of  truth.  I  look  on 
Jefferson,  instead  of  an  ambitions  and  factions  demagogue,  as  a 
clear-sighted,  singlediearted  philaulhrnpist  and  legislator:  my 
opinion  once  was  far  different.  Jlc  had  his  failings  and  the  pre- 
judices of  climate,  and  education,  but:  lie  was  an  uncommon  man. 

London,  June  10/A. — Our  hay  began  to  be  cut  under  the  hottest 
sun  of  the-  season;  and  I  left  it  with  Catherine  and  Lotit.ia,  to 
attend  my  benefit*  in  town.  Pound  several  affairs  connected  with 
it  demanding  my  attention.  Arranged  what,  was  necessary  for  (be 
night  both  at  chambers  and  at  the,  theatre.  Mr.  Dow  called.  Tho 
Duchess  of  St.  Alban's  sent  two  guineas  for  two  tickets,  which  I 
did  not  think  worth  while  otherwise  to  notice  than  by  sending  the, 
messenger  to  the  box-oftice.     Tlic  day  was  overpoweringly  hot.    I 

*  Tha  piny  was,  'The  Sdwut  for  Scandal.'  folio  wed  bv  'The  Maid  of 
Cashmere:*  'IVda.ni,  Midihrasi.  Madame  Sdr.ocdov  Dcvricnt,  and  Madams 
Vestris  appeared  tor  M;u  nj.L-.Ly".-*  benefit. — Ed. 
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had  some  fuss  about  my  dress,  hat,  &c.  Acted  as  well  as  I  could. 
Miss  Phillips  looked  rill  thai  the  author  timid  havt  imagined  of  the 
beauty  and  modesty  of  Maria.  What  is  Taglioni  ?  A  realisation 
of  some  young  poet's  dream,  whose  amorous,  fancy  offered  to  his 
slumbers  beside  semi;  stream  or  fountain  the  nymph  whose  divine 
being  const t rut ixl  lie  iiaioral  beauty  of  (he  scone.  She  presenls 
to  me  an  idea  of  the  soul  of  tlio  Peri  t-jumil insr  a  woman's  form. 
She  looks  wholly  It  Ifayudoir.,  and  her  graceful  p oils ive« ess  is  only 
equalled  by  Flaxman's  Pandora. 

June  ll(/i.— My  inilispu.~it.iun,  a  fooling  of  inability  to  rise  this 
morning,  was  at  least  equal  to  my  reluctance  to  go  to  ted.  The 
wind  was  high,  oven  to  tern  post,  occasionally  ;  tho  hay  cut  yester- 
day looked  very  will,  but  li;o  vain  has  come  to  piacc  all  our  hopes 
in  jeopardy.  \Yalkcd  in  tho  fields  and  garden.  Is  not  this  better 
than  to  have  been  one  of  the  rout  whoso  carriages  and  servants 
tilled  Portland  place  la.-t  niiiht? 

June  X2tk. — Knowfcs  tailed,  asking-  mo  to  join  lit  Covent  Garden 
performers  in  petition  for  a  third  theatre.  I  sec  that  my  present 
position  demands  from  mo  vigilance,  constant  ol  tention,  and  inde- 
fatigable industry.  UnUriiift  <  neri/y  is  tlio  material  I  ought  to  bring 
into  play.  1  will.  Paul  a  and  Talma  are  both  evidences  of  what 
jialtiit.  application  can  do. 

Jnnel7f/(.— My  Yiortiirinauoo  of  "Wolsey  was,  on  the  whole,  the 
best  I  had  ever  given  ol  the  part :  thtrt  is  oare,  and  concentration 
of  feeling  anil  energy  upon  some  of  tlio  silking  pniuls  particularly 
needed  ;  but  in  (lit  general  portraiture  (hern  was  mora  freedom,  a 
more  natural  and  yet  moro  earnest  delivery,  a  less  stern  and  ascetic 
demeanour  and  apnea  ranee  ihan  I  over  before  gave  to  it;  above  all 
I  was  in  possession  of  mv-eli',  ami  pa.ostd  with  meaning,  and  there- 
fore with  confidence.  The  applause  mu  great  at  m\  enlranttand 
final  exit,  I  gave  my  Hsu  a  1  grafa.il  ies  to  tht  servants.  Talfonrd 
came  to  my  room,  highly  pleased  with  the  performance,  and  after 
going  to  the  Temple,  relumed  to  sup  with  me. 
'  June  2BJA  — My  first  visit  to  day  was  to  tho  British  Gallery, 
whero  I  had  the  pleasure  of  looking  at  seme  of  the  masterpieces 
of  Sir  Joshua;  his  nwn  portrait  in  spemaelo.,  (ci|iuil  to  many  in  my 
opinion),  the  marvellous  expression  of  the-  l.'gl.oio,  Ihdo,  Iphigenia, 
Infant  Samuel,  Ilrnine-Tulier,  1  )r.  Johnson,  Ihniney.  Keppe),  Dyer, 
Nelly  O'Brian,  Lord  Lifford,  and  several  other  pictures  gave  me 
great  pleasure.  My  judgment  would  point  out  few  of  Lawrence's 
besides  the  heals  ef  ;  oung  JXn  i  ■■:  j1-  ouaml  himself,  V.ady  Plossington, 
and  Kemble.  "West  I  cannot  like.  To  great  painters  he  stands 
among  the  meditiere  ;  Mentor  and  Teleniachns.  pleased  me  as  much 
as  any  of  his  pictures. 

June  •AlJ:h—  At,  tho  Exhibition  this  morning.  Much  to  please 
me.  Wilkie's  Confessional,  Cuilins's  Stray  Jiklcn,  Laudseer's  Jack 
in  Office,  Mulready's  First  Voyage,  all  good,  bitty,  Calloott, 
Turner,  and  others  have  b>  anlilul  specimens  of  the  high  stale  of 
English  art.     Pleased  with  the  Water  Colour  Exhibition,  (he  most 
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equal  collection  among  tho  Loudon  gallciies.  Suffolk  Sirect  shows 
great  improvement,  anil  gives  promise  o!"  much  more.  The  pano- 
rama of  Antwerp  interested  jelo  as  tins  represenla.tion  of  asiege  ; 
but  Niagara  is  a  failure.  There  is  no  distance,  vasfnoss,  effect  of 
colour — nothing.  I  almost  lilt  indignant  .it  tho  arlist's  presump- 
tion. It  confirms  my  opinion  of  the  impossibility  to  paint  or 
describe  i}i'.-  suhlimest  phenomenon  of  nature. 

July  2nd.—\  read  Col  ori  dge's  '  Ohrisiabel.'  which,  though  rich 
in  the  dress  of  poetical  language,  and  stirring  tho  heart  with 
the  thrill  of  expectation,  yet,  leaves  little  impression  on  tho  mind. 

July  1th. — Til  the  newspaper  was  much  struck  with  the  grand 
appropriation  of  Lord  Grey's  expression  of ''  standing  by  his  order,'1 
which  Mr.  Brotherton  made  in  the  debate  on  the  Factory  Bill, 
declaring  himself  lo  have  been  employed  in  the  factories  till 
sixteen,  pitying  tho  children,  and  resolving  to  "stand  by  his 
Order." 

F.ktres,  Jvhj  Vitli. — After  looking  at  the  workmen  .about  the 
house  and  in  the  iield,  resumed  my  study  of  Lear,  the  dil'ueulty  of 
which  does mit  v...-:  iiii-iini-.li  I.-- fmv  my  attempts ;  studied  in  practice 
parts  of  Hamlet  and  Antony  in  the  drawing-room.  I  ought  to 
have  begun  this  as  the  season  closed,  while  my  mind  was  active; 
in  thinking  upon  different  characters,  from  disuse  and  relaxation, 
labour  becomes  harder  ami  the  faculties  duller.  To  stop  is  to  lose 
ground :  most  men  in  this  world  have  to  pull  against  a  stream  ; 
at  some  period  of  their  liv;s  all,  I  mnsi  work  hard.  In  an  in- 
terval of  study  I  was  playing  with  my  little  "Willie,  and  the  sight 
of  him  gave  a  spur  to  my  work. 

July  Viith.— Tiuished  the  corrections  of  the  'Bridal,'  and  trust 
it  with  my  hopes  to  its  destiny.  Studied  Lear,  and  practised  on 
Hamlet  and  Othello  for  three  bourn,  after  which  walked  down  with 
dear  Catherine  to  the  water  and  took  exercise  for  two  hours,  whilst 
She  read  Cowper's  Garden  to  me.  I  do  not  think  tho  scientific 
part  of  the  subject,  or  indeed  any  science,  adapted  for  poetry: 
accuracy  tics  down  ihe  wings  of  imagination.  His  moral  strain  is 
beautifully  sweet,  and  the  indignant  chastisement  he  inflicts  on 
hypocrisy  and.  ;'a!se  tasre  as  severe  as  it  is  just. 

Lvnihn,  Ji'h/  L'th. — "Went  to  Tlrury  Lane  to  see  Paganini.  His 
power  over  his  instrument  is  surprising ;  the  tones  he  draws  from 
it  might  lie  thought  these,  of  the  sweetest  flageolet  and  hautboy, 
and  sometimes  of  tho  human  voice  ;  the  expression  he  gives  to  a 
common  air  is  quite  charming.  His  playing  '  Patrick's  Day'  was 
the  sweetest  piece  of  instrumental  music  I  ever  heard ;  but  ho  is  a 
quack. 

iVsoi'i!!?,  July  2-1.7: ,  "Finished  the  perusal  of  '  Sardanapulus,'  which, 
for  the  fourth  time,  I  think,  I  have  examined  on  its  capabilities 
for  undergoing  adaptation.  It  might  have  been  an  acting  play, 
bat  it  is  too  monotonous,  passionless,  and  devoid  of  action,  I  fear, 
to  satisfy  an  English  audience.  My  whole  evening  has  been  spent 
ill  revolving  tho  possibility  of  turning  it  to  a  re  presentable-  form, 
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and  of  considering  the  effect  of  Lis  oilier  plays.  I  reluctantly 
conclude  upon  abandoning  the  hope  of  them.  Wo  purchase;!  ii 
new  cow  to  day,  a  very  interesting  event  in  our  farmyard. 

July  25;/;.— After  walking  about  the  premises.,  I  turned  over 
the  leaves  of  flhissingor's  T'Liy^.  in  il'.e  faint  hope  of  finding  some 
convertible  material,  "but  I  find  none,  sir."  Must  make  more  uso 
of  my  time,  as  my  domical  n  ;;ding  is  I'miing  from  mo. 

July  27M.— Looked  over  »iy  memoranda  in  hopes  of  finding 
material  for  a  paper  in  the  'Keepsake.'  See  nothing  that  will 
answer  the  purpose,  and  must  abandon  it,  as  it  is  a  distraction  to 
my  thoughts,  which  should  bo  intcnUy  fixed  on  more  important 
affaire. 

July  2Sl!i. — I  have  begun  more  seriously  this  month  to  apply  to 
tho  study  of  toy  profession,  impelled  by  the  necessity  which  the 
present  state  of  the  drama  creates.  I  do  net  feel  that  I  havo  the 
talent  to  recall  attention  to  an  art  from  which  amusement  cannot 
be  drawn  but  by  an  exertion  of  the  intellect.  The  age  is  too  in- 
dolent in  part,  and  in  part  too  highly  cultivated.  Tint  while  I  see 
the  desperate  condition  to  which, -at  this  late  period  of  my  life, 
my  profession  is  reduced,  J  am  net  thereby  inclined  to  let  my 
spirits  sink  under  the  (iisbeoiTening  pro-pect.  To  do  my  best  is 
still  my  duty  to  mysclr  and  to  my  children,  and  I  will  do  it.  I 
will  contend  while  there  is  ground  to  stand  on,  even  with  neglect, 
the  bitterest  antagonist;  and  I  will  try  to  merit  honours  if  I  cannot 
obtain  them.  I  have  resumed  my  classics,  to  keep  myself  prepared 
for  the  education  of  my  boy. 

July  1!U;7;.— Dined  with  Tall'otird,  where  Catherine  and  Letty 
met  me.  "Wo  spent  a  very  cheerful  day.  In  the  evening  Leigh 
Hunt  came  in,  whom  I  was  curious  to  see,  and  gratified  in  meeting'. 
Our  conversation  was  chiefly  theatrical  •  wo  seemed  to  part  mutu- 
ally good  friends.  I  returned  with  Catherine  and  Letty  in  the 
carriage  to  Elstrec. 

July  30th.-  -Was  fortunate,  enough  to  rise  in  good  time  this 
morning;  'and  after  my  customary  wali;  in  the  garden,  and  reading 
the  K-i.'iminir,  in  which  arc  some  good  e\li  r:cis  on  female  education, 
I  sat  down  to  Herodotus,  and  then  tinned  my  voluntary  studies  to 
Homer  on  my  darling  boy's  account,  and  ended  with  beginning 
Cicero,  'Do  Oratore.'  In  these  pui'suiis,  and  in  the  pleasures  of 
the  country  I  think  I  could  sal  i>fy  my  desire  of  happiness.  Prac- 
tised and  read  professionally  tor  two  hours  and  a  half  Lear  and 
Hamlet.  In  these  labours  i  must  not  relax,  but  I  am  obliged  to 
goad  myself  to  the  task. 

Aur/usl,  3rd.— Iiead  a  little  Homer,  and  pursued  my  study  of 
Cicero,  who  tells  us  how  very  rare  in  his  day  were  even  tolerable 
actors;  it  seems  that  t fie  scarcity  has  been  of  all  time. 

Anyud  I0i'/i-  -After  dinner  J  took  up  the  life  of  Newton  (who 
attributes  his  triumph  to  ,;  industry  and  pa:  ic.nce  '■').  but  fell  asleep, 
as  I  believe,  from  the  effects  of  my  dinner.  I  seem  to  eat  mode- 
rately, and  drink  the  weakest,  wine  and  water,  and  yet  1  suffer  thus 
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from  my  stomach.     I  believe  T  must  at  lusi  weigh  my  food.     Looked 
at '  Antony  ami  Cleopatra'  for  arrangement. 
August  Ut/i. — Began  Time  yd  ides. 

Aufpid  11th.-— After  tea  went  over  1I1C  words  of  Lear,  Catherine 
holding  the  book,  whereby  I  discovered  how  much  I  have  yet  to 
think  of  in  the  part,  and  how  much  to  practise  of  that  already 
thought  upon,  to  arrive  at  any  moderate  dcL-rce  of  confidence: 
remained  thinking  on  tlio  part  afterwards.  Must  give  more  at- 
tention still,  and  with  it  all  I  fear  I  never  can  produce  a  finished 
performance. 

London,  Annus!  15;''. — Arranged  my  sta^e  clothes,  and  packed 
up  what  was  ready  for  my  tour.  Saw  J.  Palmer,  and  gave  orders 
for  beard  and  Lear's  dress.  Dined  witli  Jerdau  and  Captain 
Williams,  whom  J  invited  on  "Wednesday  next  to  LIstree.  Went 
with  them  to  tho  Victoria  Theatre-  a  very  pretty  suite,  and  well 
appointed.  At  (he  Victoria  Theatre  I  saw  Mr.  Keeley  and  Miss 
Garrick.  Why  did  I  not  speak  to  them':  It  was  not  prido,  but  a 
false  shame,  which  is  always  taken  lor  it,  and  does  the  exhibitor 
equal  injury. 

ElRi,rz%  A>if/'ift  1~ !■!'.■  -Made  my  first  essay  in  archery  this  year 
with  Catherine  and  Lydia,*  lunched  in  Iho  held,  when;  the  labourers 
were  carrying  the  hay:  the  day  was  very  charming.  Mrs.  Chalk 
called.  After  walking  down  to  tho  reservoir  I  turned  into  the 
little  field,  when  Tip  gave  chase  to  a  genileinan's  dog  and  drove  it 
into  the  village,  for  which  I  Hogged  him  severely.  Letitia  re- 
turned. I  read  a  little  of  Lear,  but  am  obliged  to  set  the  mark 
of  reprehension  on  my  loss  of  this  valuable  day.  Let  me  hope 
better  of  the  future. 

Aw.p.ist  V.ltk. — After  my  customary  walk  T  applied  myself  to  a 
continuation  of  my  work  on'  Antony  and  Cleopatra.'  I  subsequently 
took  up  Lear  into  the  drawing  -room,  ami  read  and  practised  a 
little,  but  I  begin  to  lose  the-  hope  by  which  I  held  when  tho 
event  was  at  a  groater  distance.  There  is,  however,  one  course  to 
pursue,  which  may  preserve  my  peace  of  mind  when  fortune  has 
shook  her  wings  over  me,  which  is,  to  do  my  bust  and  most.  I  did 
not  make  much  progress  to-day. 

j.vndim  to  tii-istij,  A-HJ/iirf  2l'/i. — Left  London  in  the  Em-r-mld 
coach  with  a  very  uii'eoiod,  stupid  woman,  picked  up  at  Kensington, 
and  two  more  variou-ly  steeped  in  ailed  at  ion,  but  equally  dull, 
were  taken  up  on  the  road.  One  made  violent  advances  to  me, 
which  I  received  with  complacent  indifference.  Slept  most  of  the 
way.  Vainly  sought  amusctuenl.  IVom  my  fellow- passengers,  and 
thought,  over  part  of  Lear.  My  mini  seldom  pi-nuiis  a  journey  to 
seem  tedious  lo  me.  Litner  recollection  or  association  fromhistory 
or  fable,  besides  the  dreamy  fancies  of  my  own  discursive  thought, 
givo  interest  to  familiar  and  even  commonplace  scenery.  Wc  had 
a  little  rain  at  Melksham  Spa.      First  heard  of  water  being  made- 

•  Hiss  Lyttia  BuckniU,  now  Mrs.  Larden.— En. 
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combustible  by  solution  of  resinous  matter.  Query,  is  it  so?  Tho 
canal  at  Devi/cs  has  twenty-nine  lock'  in  n  milo  and  a  half.  It 
is  nearly  twenty  years  since,  with  u  In- rut  palpitating  between 
hope  and  fear,  T  first,  entered  Bath.  What  changes  since!  What 
revolutions  in  the  world  around  me  and  the  world  within  mol 
Is  life  worth  possessing?  I,  who  have  so  many  blessings  in  it, 
cannot  decide  Hie  quest  ion  at  onee.  Un  reaching  Hristol  was  most 
civilly  received  by  Mr.  Niblett.  Read  newspaper  and  went  to 
bed. 

Awjvxt  ICjlh,  —  Could  not:  help  wishing  for  the  quiet  of  a,  country 
life  as  I  passed  a  very  ncaf  villa  ln.ro,  that  I  might  dedicate  my 
remaining  years  |.o  t.iio  culture  of  ray  own  mind  and  tho  careful 
education  of  my  children. 

jSic.nj*™,  August  2~th. — I  wont  to  my  first  rehearsal  of  Lear, 
with  which  I  was  much  dissatisfied,  T  am  not  yet  at  ease  in  tho 
character  ;  I  have  much  labour  yet  to  bestow  upon  it  before  lean 
hope  to  mate  it  such  a  represent  at  ion  as  "i  am  ambitious  of.  Spent 
fivo  hours  in  rehearsing,  and  left  llie  theatre  jaded  and  worn  out. 
Lay  down  after  dinner,  rir.d  with  pain  in  my  iimbs,  and  "between 
sleep  and  wake,"  made  myself  perfect,  in  tin;  last  scene  of  '  Lear.' 
A  pool'  player  called  Dunn,  whom  T  remember  in  a  dirty  old  coat 
as  D,  Dash  all  at  Wexford,  calling  rank".  ><:•■,  "  roorloors,"  sent  in  a 
petition  to  me,  to  buy  some  tisliiiig-ilics  from  him.  Acted  parti- 
cularly well  William  Toll  wiih  colioetodtiess,  energy,  and  truth  ; 
the  audience  felt  it:  I  spoke  in  my  own  manly  voiee,  and  took 
time  to  discriminate.    I  was  much  pleased. 

A><yiis£2'M. — Endeavoured  to  make  the  most  of  tho  day  by 
beginning  to  pack  up  my  clothes" before  rehearsal  of  'Lear;'  I 
found  myself  very  deficient,  undecided,  uncollected-- in  short  un- 
prepared, for  the  attempt.  After  retirement  took  a  walk  of  two 
miles  more  to  return  Mr.  Thomas',  the  portreeve'.-;,  call :  tho  way 
along  the  hills  above  ^wrmsea.  afforded  beautiful  views  of  the  bay. 
Acted  Lear.  How?  I  scarcely  know.  Certainly  not  well,  not  so 
well  as  I  rehearsed  it :  erode,  fictitious  voiee,  no  point— in  short 
a  failure  !  To  succeed  in  it  I  must  strain  every  nerve  of  thought, 
or  triumph  is  hopeless.  Woulds  called  and  paid  mo;  not  a  very 
profitable  engagement,  but  I  am  srklom  discontented.  Letter 
from  dearest  Catherine;  thank  Cod,  siie  i>i  better.  Tacked  up  tho 
remainder  of  my  (kings,     Paid  servants  of  tho  theatre. 

Gloucester,  A>i<p:ii  30lh.— As  I  walked  along  trie  street  to  tho 
coach-office  this  morning  a  little  before  four  I  perceived  clearly 
my  want  of  directness,  reality,  anil  truth  in  Lear.  Will  not  givo 
it  up.  My  failure  last  night,  like  Peter's  overthrow  at  Narva,  may 
be  a  step  to  final  success.  31y coach  passengers  were  not  interest- 
ing, and  I  slept  to  Cardiff.  I  was  recognised  there  and  accosted, 
on  getting  into  the  coach,  by  Mr.  llird,  who  told  me  of  the 
preparations  for  the  Pisiodicdi  «e.\t.  year,  T  saw  Mr,  Parry  there, 
on  an  TCistedfodd  mission.  Head  Voltaire's  '  Xanine,'  with  which 
1  was  much  pleased;  tho  action  is  well  carried  on,  and  tho  SOnti- 
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ments  are  simply  and  strikingly  expressed.  Thought  a  little  on 
Lear.  Began  Voltaire's  :  OrcstC:,'  of  which  I  read  something  more 
than  an  act.  A  Frenchwoman  in  tlio  coach  (whose  husband,  an 
Englishman,  breakfasted  on  cold  veal,  wilh  a  'mice  of  white  sugar, 
oil,  vinegar,  and  mustard)  obliged  me  to  go  to  sleep  to  escape 
conversation  wi(h  her.  At  Chepstow,  where  it  began  to  rain,  \vc 
had  a  mother  and  daughter  in  exchange  for  the  French  and 
English  from  Swansea.  The  other  old  woman  talked  of  the 
florid  Gothic  style  of  architecture  preceding  ilie  Uoman,  and  was 
a  tavante  in  Lor  own  opinion.  On  reaching  Clouccster  I  altered 
ray  roil  to  to  .Birmingham  and  Leeds,  avoided  error,  and  booked  my 
trunk  for  London. 

7ii  iiirmwali'.oi-i.L-'-il.'.ari'l Ki:ny  hin-roinjli.  Krpkinlcr  Iff. — Logan 
my  day  early  in  the  Leeds  mail,  after  a  very  eomforlable  night 
(only  disturbed  by  two  fancied,  gun-shots,  dreaming  1  was  at  homo, 
a-  sort  of  nightmare),  and  applied  myself  to  (he  consideration  of 
Lear,  to  which  1  gave  much  of  my  thought  during  the  day.  The 
waiter's  wife  and  child  were  inside;  to  button,  anil  to  Ihem,  as  to 
a  poor  woman  with  a  child,  I  showed  what  civility  I  could.  An 
odd  person  was  in  the  breakfast-room  at.  'Derby,  so  officious  in  his 
civilities  that  i  ascribed  them  to  his  love  of  chattering,  and  as 
a  means  of  indulging  it.  I  saw  very  distinctly  Iiepton  Church, 
where  my  dear  mother  was  christened,  and  at.  Sheffield  I  passed 
the  church  that  contains  all  that  remains  of  her  on  earth.  I  hope 
to  visit  liepton.  for  every  trace  of  her  is  in  (ere  .-.ting  to  me.  liead 
the  'Orphelln  de  la  Chine'  of  'Voltaire,  and  was  much  pleased  with 
a  great  deal  of  it. 

Harrogate.,  SqJemlw  ?.inh — "Walked  lo  Harrogate,  thinking  of 
Lear,  and  saw  l.icnu  at  the  Crauby ;  be  gave  me  no  assistance  in 
furthering  my  wish  to  dispose  of  the  property,  hut  promised  his 
rent.  Went  along  (lie  haotilid  wood  on  the  river's  side  to  tlio 
Dropping  Well,  winch  is  both  beautiful  and  curious;  bought  some 
specimens'©!'  petrifaction;  continued  my  walk  along  the  opposite 
bank  (and  the  walk  is  so  varied  and  pleasing  it  needs  no  object 
beyond  itself)  to  the  cave  where  Kugeno  Aram  and  Houseman 
deposited  the  bones  of  Pan  Clarke.  It  had  been  a  hermitage,  but 
nearly  choked  up  with  earth.  It  is  now  cleared  away,  and  exhibits 
in  its  regular  floors  and  steps  its,  original  purpose.  Called  on  >Tr. 
I 'o well,  absent,  and  enjoyed  the  h.velyami  extensive  view  through 
the  dingle  and  over  the  distant  country  from  the  Castle  grounds ; 
called  again  on  Mr.  Lowell  (again  was  gratiiied  with  the  splendid 
view  from  the  i.'aslle),  and  deputed  Lii:i  to  advertise  and  try  to  find 
a  purchaser  for  the  Cranby.  Mr.  Uill  called,  and  if  gave  him  my 
name  to  oppose  the  public-house  licence  opposite  the  Granby. 
Read  tho  newspaper  and  'Eugene  Aram,'  Jfave  been  more  in- 
terested this  evening  with  the  very  jni-vumus  ;md  staggering  dei'enco 
of  Eugene  Aram  than  by  all  the  external  beauty  of  the  woods  and 
waters,  the  overhanging  dill's  and  distant  hills,  the  bright  green 
slopes  and  shadowy  outlines  that  have  held  me  in  rapturous  gaze 
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this  morning.  T  am  even  now  almost,  inclined  to  doubt  his  guilt; 
my  difficulty  is  in  reconciling  tin;  cold-blooded  meanness  of  the 
transaction  with  Ids  clearly  discriminating  perception  of  right 
and  wrong,  his  habits,  bis  wants,  and  Ids  pursuits.  T  would  rather 
Slave  hung  Houseman  and  Terry.  But  perhaps  this,  like  many 
anomalies  in  the  physical  world,  is  placed  before  us  to  teach  us 
tho  impotent';'  of  our  own  reasoning.  Uod  and  his  works  are 
inscrutable. 

K'slrte.  Septcruber  ith.  Hose  at  a  very  early  hour  from  a  good 
night's  rest  to  begin  my  day's  journey  onward  to  Elstreo.  The 
companions  of  my  route  were  not,  remarkable,  and  my  own  thoughts, 
with  my  book,  were  agreeable  and  useful  resources  to  me.  1  was 
amused  at  Warwick  with  (he  preparations  for  'he  races,  and  the 
persons  crowding  to  it.  At  Leamington  saw  Captain  Kater  and 
his  son,  whom  I  persuaded  to  e;o  to  Warwick  Castle,  which  he  had 
not  yet  seen  or  intended  to  see.  At  intervals  of  sleep  or  conver- 
sation read  various  essays  of  Jiaeon  ;  I  hey  made  mo  think,  and,  as 
they  always  do,  gratified  me  extremely.  That  on  Envy  led  me 
to  question  and  condemn  myself  for  the  occasional  "  discontent- 
ment" in  which  1  sometimes  indulge,  which  I  can  find  no  reason 
to  call  by  any  other  mime  than  envy.  It  is  as  unjust  to  my  con- 
dition in  life  as  it  is  mean  and  debasing  in  itself.  T  never  suffer 
it  to  have  a  place  in  my  mind  when  perceived,  and  I  pray  to  Cod 
I  may  be  able  to  eradicate  it.  L'oaehu.l  home,  and  had  the  comfort 
of  finding  my  family  well,  for  which  f  truly  thank  God.  Listened 
to  all  the  news,  and  noted  down  my  accounts. 

Jiri'jhtoit,  September  ik'/i. — Altera  liule  writ  in;;  went  to  rehearsal, 
where  I  received  my  lugfvago  and  stilled  the  business  of  the  week. 
Discovered  til  at  J.  had  been  announced  by  mistake  lor  the  previous 
Monday,  and  that  the  play  of  '  Macbeth '  had  been  acted  with  an 
apology  for  a  substitute,  owing  to  an  error  of  Mr.  Yining.  Ee- 
hcarsetl  tolerably  well,  and  afterward*  took  a  warm  bath.  lic- 
ceived  an  invitation  to  "Worthing  from  Mr.  bianley,  the  manager, 
which.  I  answered  doubtfully.  After  dinner,  I  lay  down  front 
fatigue,  and  endeavoured,  ineffectually,  to  recover  my  spirits,  while 
Catherine,  Xina,  and  Wallace  went,  out  to  drive  about  the  cliff. 
Acted  Macbeth  to  a  very  fair  house,  lml  indifferently  ;  there  was  a 
want  of  self-possession  in  the  performance  that  caused  an  exu- 
berance of  physical  effort,  which  never  can  have  a  proper  effect 
when  perceptible,  to  an  audience.  There  was  precipitation  and 
stress  throughout,  which  often  cost  me  the  applause  I  ought  to 
have  gained:  my  best  attempt  was  the  "  '-To-morrow  and  to-mor- 
row."    Was  very  much  fatigued,  and  went  beaten  to  bed. 

September  10th. — Acted  Werner  for  the  most  part  very  well ; 
although  the  characters  were  jm|joricot:  and  ill-acted,  Ihe  play  was 
received  with  interest  ai/.  enthusiasm.  I  was  master  of  myself, 
and  fcit  whatl  was  doing,  and  how  to  do  it.  Mr.  Stanley  came 
from  Worthing,  and  settled  an  engagement  with  me  for  Saturday 
next.     He   brought   me    a   very    kind  message  from   Dr.    Wooll, 
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inviting  me  to  his  house.    Came  home  in  a  fly,  and  thought  much 

upon    Sir  If.  Dudley's  objroiiim  to   my  acting,  that ''I  was  too 
lavish  of  physical  efforts."     Ho  was  right. 

S(pt::rnli:r  VMh. — At  rehearsal  T  again  look  the  same  precaution 
as  yesterday,  and  hoped  to  have;  given  a  fresh  and  earnest  repre- 
sentation of  Hamlet  this  evening.  Itetuming  from  the  theatre  I 
called  atfhoagcr.ey  office  to  snow  all  the  sense  I.  conh.l  of  the  atten- 
tion I  had  received  there.  On  tin;  parade  met  Liston,  looking 
pretty  well,  but  older  and  much  graver  — the  flexibility  of  that 
humorous  visage  seems  to  stiffen  under  the  ehi!l  of  age.  Wrote 
a  letter  of  acknowledgment  to  Dr.  Wool!.  Lay  down  while 
Catherine,  &e-.,  took  their  daily  drive.  I'roeurod  her  a  private  bos 
at  the  theatre;  was  anxious  to  pby  well,  but  fdt  myself  ineffective, 
and  was  told  by  her  of  my  hurry  and  want  of  deliberate  method. 
In  comparing  my  perfornuineos  with  my  rehearsals,  when  I  fre- 
qn e n t.Iy  speak  and  act  with  an  abandonment  and  a  reality  (hat 
surprises  me,  I  feel  the  great,  advantage  which  Koun,  Miss  U'Neill, 
and  Mrs.  Siddons  enjoyed  in  pushing  their  earliest  years  upon  tho 
stago,  and  thereby  obtaining  a  power  of  identification  only  to  be 
so  acquired. 

Wwtiiintj,  S'-y,i'-ml<r  It'A.-  After  settling  ail  my  accounts,  and 
waiting  sometime  for  Wallace,  we  set  oil  for  Worthing.  Most 
journeys  are  interesting  to  me,  if  merely  from  the  chango  of  object ; 
on  this  road  there  is  the  western  end  of  Brighton,  the  church  of 
Shoreham,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  suspension  bridge,  and  "the  sea, 
tho  sea,"  to  keep  attention  awake.  The  last,  liino  I  travelled  on 
this  road  my  feelings  and  my  situation  were  as  wretched  as  man's 
could  well  be.  How  grateiul  ought  I  not,  to  be  for  tho  blessed 
contrast  which  this  day  adores!  Wo  reached  a  very  pleasant 
hotel  at  Worthing  en  the  beach,  and  from  rehearsal,  which  offered 
me  a  doubtful  prospect,!  colled  en  Itr.  Wooll—  poor  Dr.  Wooll! 
"Heu!  quantum  mutalns  '."  I  dressed  as  well  as  r  could  without 
a  dresser,  and  acted  as  well  as  I  could,  earnestly  wishing  to  please 
my  poor  old  master.  Much  I  did  well ;  in  the  betrothment  of 
"Virginia  the  thought  of  my  own  beloved  wife  and  child  flashed 
across  me,  and  I  spoke-  from  my  soul— the  teal's  came  from  my 
heart.     Mr.  Stanley  called  at  the  hotel  and  settled  with  me. 

Si-pf/jniboi-V.ilh.—l  saw  in  I  he  (,'o<V;  an  announcement  of  my  name 
forProspero  in  the  'Tempest :  in  the  opening  night  of  DruryLano 
Theatre.  I  felt  very  indignant  at  such  an  opening  part,  which 
Mr.  Bunn  knows  very  well  f  except  to.  J.  settled  my  bill,  and  sot 
off  on  a  very  pleasant  road  towards  London  through  Horsham, 
Perking,  and  I.catherhcad.  At  Jxingston  we  lunched,  and  turned 
off  through  'Twickenham,  lsleworth,  and  lialiog,  crossed  tho 
1'xhriilge  and  Harrow  Koads,  and  reached  Khtrcc  by  the  Bushy 
Eoad. 

Klatriy,  Sr.pttwJur  l'3l!'. — Was  vexed  at  the  loss  of  my  bloodhound 
bitch  Luath,  but  amused  with  Lctty's  Irish  hound  Dill:  deaf,  and 
rs  occasionally  to  the  name  of  Luath.   Went  over  the  garden 
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and  considered  Mr.  Dunn's  letter,  which  I  thought  rude  and  im- 
perious; returned  tbe  part  of  Prospcro.  as  yet  not  being  engaged 
in  the  theatre. 

Skptemiii-r  ilth. — .News  was  brought  1110  in  my  dressing-room 
of  T.uafh's  return,  Imvinrr  been  brought  baekhy  the  men-servants, 

London,  September  Vi'M. --Went  to  Mr.  Dunn's  appointment  at 
Drury  Lane:  lie  was  absent,  and  after  some  delay  I  crossed  to 
Coven t  Garden.  He  ,:  could  not  understand  "  mo,  nor  "I  him." 
He  was  ready  to  agree  to  everything  in  my  "Algerine"  engage- 
ment, as  ho  called  it,  "but  when  wo  c.iimi  to  the  stipulation  for 
"collateral  security,"  ho  demurred,  and  reference  to  the  motivo 
becoming  necessary,  I  was  obliged  to  risk  Dunn  (who  was  present) 
to  withdraw.  1  then  observed  niirai  the  debt  of  £200  duo  to  me 
on  my  Dublin  engagement,  and  that  we  did  not  meet  on  equal 
footing.  Ho  talked  and  evaded ;  said  "  my  father  had  also  been 
unfortunate,"  and  much  Heir,  had  no  rein  lion  to  the  case;  and  ulti- 
mately I  altered  my  security  to  a  .stipulation  that  "  upon  infringe- 
ment I  should  be  free  to  leave  the  theatre,"  and  so  agreed  on  the 
engagement, 

MLtrce,  iziy'i-.rnher  \'.yli.  -'Walked  in  the  garden  and  yard,  and 
spent  the  whole  of  the  day  in  altering  and  writing  out.  copies  of 
my  engagement,  an  accompanying  letter  making  part  of  the 
agreement,  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dunn,  intended  only  to  put  on 
record,  lii.e.ra  ici-lfii.t,  the  position  in  which  we  stand  towards  each 
other.  Mr.  Tomlms  called,  and  offered  me  £3fi  for  my  largest 
rick,  and  left  trie,  requesting  T  would  not  part  wifdi  it  for  a  pound 
more.  I  read  .Series  jk'U  drama  in  the  evening,  and  was  very 
much  pleased  with  its  humour,  character,  and  pathos;  tho  keep- 
ing of  the  piece  is  excellent.  lie  lore  I  went  to  bed  I  read 
Prospero,  and  as  long  as  my  eyes  could  keep  open  to  it  in  bed  too. 
I  am  indolent,  and  toy  mind  is  in  an  unsettled  state.  I  have  no 
goiid  iiugirry  in  my  feelings  of  the  engagement  I  have  made. 

.London,  lrcpt!yin.i-/;r  2Ht/i.  -Went  to  rehearsal  of  the  'Tempest,' 
and  to  my  astonishment,  no  less  than  that  of  the  acting-manager 
and  prompter  to  see  me,  found  there  was  none.  This  is  an  orueu. 
to  draw  prediction  from. 

Ddob/T  r>,'7..—  To--day  being  the  opening  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre, 
I  went  to  town  by  JlUiiiiijt,  and  executing  seme  domestic  com- 
missions previously,  attended  the  rehearsal  of  the  'Tempest'  at 
halt-past  eleven.  There  was  noihing  to  notice  lint  its  tedium,  and 
the  offer  made  mo  of  a.  night's  yieiTormauoe  at  Richmond,  which  I 
declined  on  the  double  reason  of  interference  with  my  attention  to 
business  and  anticipation  of  a.  longer  and  lucre  lucrative  engage- 
ment. Eeceived  two  letters  about  new  plays.  Dined  on  a  chop 
at  the  Garriek  Club.  Was  obliged  to  force  the  locks  of  my  trunks 
for  my  dress  of  1'rospcro  ;  acted  the  part  unequally,  but  main- 
tained myself  in  the  only  great,  passage  roiuiucd  in  the  characterless, 
stupid  old  proser  of  oonrmon-plaoe  which  the  acted  piece  calls 
Prospcro.     The-  house  was  good,  and  the  pi;iy  went  oil' well. 
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October  10.'.' —  At  theatre  received  .in  anonymous  note  on  the 
subject  of  Lear,  which  came  like  a.  friendly  breath  upon  my 
dying  enthusiasm  ;  a  very  hind  note  also  from  Gaspey,  with 
extract  from  the  Olwnrr'x  eritiojie  on  Prospero,  and  his  own 
remarks  on  Macbeth.  Acted  l'rospero  hut  indifferently;  there  is 
little  to  sustain  one's  spirits,  and  wine  could  not.  hear  up  against 
the  weight  of  the  part.  (Dryden's  Bavcnant  !)  i\ud  tlie  oppression  of 
my  cold.  Came  hack  not  well,  and  read  (he  part  of  Oakley  before 
I  went  to  bed,  and,  in  order  to  get.  the  start  of  the  study  on  my 
mind,  read  Iiiron,  'Love's  Labours  Lost,'  again  in  bed.  I  wish  to 
play  what  I  have  to  do  in  an  artist-like,  manner ;  hut  T  feci  I  shall 
novw receive  the  recompense  which,  comparative!;-,  my  attention 
and  care  might  claim. 

October  lir/i- — Read  Lord  in  lied,  which  I  am  very  anxious  to 
act  well.  In  reflecting  on  Lear  I  begin  to  apprehend  that  I 
cannot  make  an  effective  character  of  it.  1  am  oppressed  with  the 
magnitude-  of  the  thoughts,  lie  lias  to  utter,  ami  shrink  before  the 
pictures  of  the  character  which  my  imagination  presents  to  me. 
Did  not  intend  to  go  to  reheursiil,  but  rdii-e;Ing  if  was  for  a  novice, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  go.  I  saw  Miss  Phillips  and  tallied  to  her 
(perhaps  more  kindly  than  widely)  on  the  s-uhjivi  of  the  business 
cast  to  her.  My  own  concerns  aro  enough  for  me  :  at  the  Garrick 
Club,  where  I  (lined,  T  also  allowed  ir.y  opinions  to  he  suspected,  if 
not  known,  which  1  might  as  well  have  kept,  to  myself.  Nature 
has  given  us  two  ears,  but  only  one  mouth— why  do  we  not  take 
the  hint  ? 

Ud'jbi.-r  12l!i. — Went  to  the  rehearsal  of  Oakley.  Many  jests  in 
the  green-room  ;  one  of  Fawcett  falling  through  a  trap  on  a  man, 
and  thrashing  him  for  it. 

October  H(!i. — At  the  Carriek  Club,  where  T  dined,  saw  gome 
rather  favourable  criticisms  on  Oakley,  which  gratified  me  in 
making  me  feel  that-  I  was  not  now  so  much  1he  object  of  personal 
dislike.  Lay  down  in  my  bed  to  re  ail  Pierre.  Colonel  Iiirch  called, 
and  I  got  up  for  him.  T  was  Irnly  gkid  in  see  him  :  he  took  away 
the  case  of  razors  I  had  intended  for  Calcraft.  My  acting  of 
Pierre  did  not  satisfy  me,  though  I  felt  it  to  be  better  than  my 

former    efforts  in  the   part.     Mrs. more   than    realised  my 

anticipations:  it  was  the  worst  kind  of  rant  that  pervaded  her 
performance.  "Wrote  a  note  of  excuse  to  TaH'onrd  for  nest 
Sunday's  dinner,  in  consequence  of  being  announced  cvjsry  night 
this  week. 

October  lGtli,  17t.li,— Acted  part  of  Post  humus  with  freedom, 
energy,  and  truth,  but  there  must  have  been  observable  an 
absence  of  all  finish.  To-night,  there  was  a  delay  of  nearly  half  an 
hour  and  consequent  clamour  at  ('.'event  Garden,  the  singers 
having  been  unablo  to  go  through  their  songs.  The  play  of 
'  Antony  and  Cleopatra, '  was  called  tor  to-morrow  as  a  new  play, 
but  I  induced  Mr.  Cooper  to  alter  if  to  Saturday.  On  coming 
Lome  I  read  part  of  Antony.    The  more  I  see  of  the  management 
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of  Mr.  Uunnthc  more  I  tied  canto  to  blame  the  proprietor  who 
gave  tho  theatre  to  him  ! 

i)i;'iht'.r  'I'lail.— Acted  Hotspur,  I  scarcely  tiiwv  how.  I  could 
and  should  have  done  it  well  if  1  had  had  rehearsal  to  prove 
myself,  and  a  few  days  to  Think  upon  it..  Loccived  a  severe  blew 
on  the  eye  and  check  in  ["ailing,  which  .1  apprehend  will  be  0.  largo 
black  eye.     Cooper  thinks  .1  am  so  furious  and  so  strong! 

Octo'lx-r  '24-1//. — Took  c- sj | :■  c- f i i"i I  pains  in  acting  Werner;  made  due 
pause,  so  as  to  discriminate  clearly,  and  subdued  all  tendency  to 
exaggeration.     Satisfied  myself. 

dc'i.h'.y  '±S!'t. —Arrived  in  town  ;  found  myself  Life  for  the  rehear- 
sal, which  was  called  at  ten.  Wont  to  the  theatre,  and  under  the 
sensation  of  wearied  hotly  and  mind,  proceeded  with  the  play.  In 
the  wardrobe  found  no  dress  for  me,  and  lost  my  temper.  Bead 
a  little  of  Leontes.  Oppressed  with  weariness.  Acted  very  ill, 
bi:iii:'j.'  literally  impt.rff  ct.     This  disgusting  management ! 

iidubcr  2i't/:. — Dined  at  the  Garriek  Chili;  found  very  pleasant- 
mention  Of  my  Leontes  in  the  papers,  and  held  a  cheerful  conver- 
sation with  some  whom  once  i  thought  my  enemies.  1  read 
through  Hotspur,  but  tailed  in  giving  the  effect  of  the  previous 
evening  to  it;  it  was  not  collected  nor  artist-like,  an  absence  of 
finish  and  point  throughout.  Is  this  my  fault,  or  to  be  attributed 
to  tho  hurried  state  of  mind  in  which,  the  manager  keeps  me?  If 
it  bo  the  last,  I  ought  to  combat  and  overcome  its  evil  influence. 

November  lit-  limed  at  the  Garriek  Club,  where  I  saw  Flad  gate, 
Lindley,  &c.,  who  praised  my  Werner  much,  and  likened  my 
appearance  at  last-  to  T'golino.  Slept,  from  fatigue  in  waiting  for 
two  servauls  who  did  not  come.     .Acted  Macbeth  passably. 

Hvntiay,  KniT.-mltr  ',\nl, — Met  the  parly  at  breakfast  in  good 
Spirits  and  with  feelings  of  pleasure,  and  a  sense  of  gratefulness 
tor  the  blessings  and  comforts  afforded  to  me  in  this  world  by  the 
bounty  of  Almighty  God.  Went,  to  morning  church,  thought  of 
tho  comforts  dispensed  to  me  in  this  world.  To  the  Giver  of  all  I 
offer  up  my  praise,  thanks,  and  blessings.  "What  is  man,  that  Ho 
should  be  mindful  of  him  •  Let  me  deserve,  or  try  to  deserve  at 
least,  some  of  the  good  which  I  so  largely  enjoy ! 

Xi,i;t!ir,b'.r  Stli. — Jiogan  my  day  with  The  rehearsal  of  Ifigo,  in 
which  I  had  to  encounter  and  try  to  fortify  myself  against  the 
prospect  of  an  imperfect  Ibidevigo,  Ihe  gcnlli-iuan  only  having 
received  the  part  tin;  morning  he  Jon;  or  late  the  previous  evening, 
This  is  most  shameful.  Dined  at  the  Hayrick  Club,  where  I  saw 
i'ladgate  and  llavley  ;  returning  mcl  K'nou'les  and  Mr.  Weckcs,  an 
actor  whom  I  did  not  at  all  recollect.  Wrote  to  Catherine  and 
had  a  visit  from  Klicu,  and  one  from  Dow,  who  sat  long,  too  long 
for  the  necessary  self-possession  and  nerve  of  fago.  I  must  bo 
resolute  when  1  have  important  characters,  on  my  mind,  and  must 
refuse  to  expend  either  spirits,  thought,  or  voice  in  idle  conversa- 
tion. 

XovnrJu.r  Wt. — Uchcarscd    'Jane    Shore'    without  Dumont  or 
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Itatcliffc.  in  order  to  regenerate  (bo  drama.  Pined  at  Garriek  Olub, 
saw  tli e  papers,  which  gave  me-  certainly  not  less  commendation 
than  I  merited  in  lago,  i f  imluccl  they  diil  not  give  mo  more;  bub 
I  was  knocked  up.  Sent  Colonel  Birch  orders,  and  wrote  to  dear 
Catherine.  Forsler  called,  whom  I  have  real  pleasure  in  seeing. 
I  acted  Lord  Hastings  well — really  well ;  1  almost  satisfied  myself; 
a  littlo  more  trutli  in  part  of  the  last  scene  would  have  made  it  a 
very  commendable  performance.  1  looked  at  a  dress  lor  Hamlet, 
and  read  part  of  it  when  I  reaelied  home.  Received  a  note  from 
Mrs.  Fouche  about  a  suit  oi'  chain-armour. 

November  10th. — After  thinking  over  part  of  ITamlet  in  bed  I 
rose  rather  late,  and  busied  myself  for  some  time  in  indispensable 
duties  connected  with  my  theatrical  toilet.  Noted  down  nvy 
accounts  and  began  the  reading  of  Jlamlet,  which  I  persisted  in, 
though  often  obliged  fo  sit  down  iVoiti  pain  in  my  back,  until  six 
o'clock.  Answered  31  rs.  .t'oueho's  letter  about  the  Polish  armour. 
Dined  at  the  Gan-lck  Club,  n.inl  looked  at  ail  the  papers  except  the 
Age,  which  I  expected  would  abuse  me.  Came  home  after  coffee 
to  resume  my  reading  of  Hamlet,  about  which  I  am  most  anxious, 
and  anticipate  disappointment. 

X<ietMh;i-  Jj'/i. — Read  what  I  could  of  Hamlet,  for  all  my  day 
was  occupied  in  watching  over  and  Irving  to  administer  to  tho 
wants  of  my  beloved  Catherine.  I  began  Hamlet  very  languidly  ; 
my  spirits  were  low,  and  my  mind  not  in  the  part,  I  felt  the 
absence  of  what  the  French  justly  term  inspiration;  but  in  the 
middle  of  the  second  aef  1.  rallied,  and  asserted  myself  through 
tho  remainder  of  the  play,  acting  the  advice  to  players  and  some 
passages  better  than  on  Monday. 

Nove» titer  liMii. — Went,  to  Hie  theatre  about  my  dress  for  Antony, 
which  I  persisted,  alter  evasion  and  delay,  in  seeing.  Was  dis- 
gusted with  tho  ignorant  impertinence  of  Mr. ,  informing  mo 

that  "because  lie  studied  his  parts  at  so  short  a  notice,  I  might 
also  do  the  same."  Called  at  hairdresser's,  and  at  the  Garrick 
Ciub,  where  I  saw  the  papers,  ami  railed  (query,  wisely?)  at  the 
state  of  things.  Pead  Plutarch's  Tale  of  Antony,  and  then  gave 
a  careful  reading  to  tho  part  itself,  which  is  long,  and  I  fear  not 
effective. 

London,  Novcrnher  VSth. — Came  to  town  by  JJiHitigs.  Henry 
Smith,  Dr.  Lardner,  and  Wallace  called,  but  T  felt  myself  very 
unequal  to  conversation,  very  hoarse  and  much  fatigued.  Acted 
Werner  as  well  as  I  could  against  my  illness.  Made  several  strong 
effects  by  management  and  taking  time— the  great  secret.  My 
indisposition  was  so  manifest,  that  Mr.  Cooper  sent  over  for 
Mr.  Bunn,  counselling  him  not  to  keep  mo  in  the  bills  for  the 
morrow.  Mr.  Rurm  seemed  not  to  think  me  ill  or  hoarse,  but 
offered  to  "  shut  the  Ihcalre  if  I  wished."  1  peremptorily  declined, 
and  said  I  was  ready  to  act  if  able  ;  lie  decided,  it  seems,  on 
closing  to-morrow.  Settled  dresses  for  Antony,  of  which  nothing 
was  allowed  to  bo  new  but  a  cloak. 
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JS'-jivmb&r  lr,)t!i,~\Wui.  to  rehearsal  of  Antony,  which  was  in  a 
very  backward  slate,  and  mounted  with  very  inappropriate  teener;-, 
though  beautifully  painted  by  Stanlield.  ICarlf  called  to  see  me, 
said  I  ought  to  lie  by  lor  several  days,  and  forbade  me  to  play  on 
the  morrow.  I  reported  his  words  to  Cooper,  and  left  the  re- 
hearsal at  quarter  before  five.  Wallace  called,  iiml  Cooper  .sent  a 
note  from  Bunn  requiring,  "for  flic  fcutisiaetion  of  the  public," 
Karle's  certificate,  (.hi  Henry's  rot  urn  from  Savory  and  Moore's  I 
sent  him  to  If.  Barle  ;  he  kept  me  in  a  state  of  some  anxiety,  not 
returning  till  nearly  ton,  with  a  certificate  ordering  me  not  to 
play  for  "several  days;"  which  I  instantly  sent,  "to  Mr.  Bunu's 
satisfaction." 

;\'(i«iiij:f  20(4. — Read  Antony  through  Hie  whole  evening,  anil 
discovering  many  things  lo  improve  and  bring  iiii:  the  effect  of  the 
part,  though  miahle  from  a  pain  at;  my  la/art,  impeding  my  respira- 
tion, to  practise  it.  I  found  that  I  had  just  got  an  insight  into  the 
general  effect,  but  had  no  power  of  furnishing  a  correct  picture  or 
of  making  any  strong  hits. 

London,  Nowmlev  2lnt. —  Went  to  rehearsal,  certainly  with 
amended  health,  hut  still  rather  hoarse,  not  quite  free  from  tlio 
pain  at  the  heart,  and  generally  depressed  and  weak.  I  remained 
at  the  theatre  unlil  lour  o'clock,  and  protested  t.o  "Messrs.  "Willmott 
and  Cooper  against  the  hurried  manner  in  which  I.  was  thrust  before 
tho  public.  Mr.  Bunn  came  for  a  short  time  and  spoke  to  me 
about  Lear,  to  which  I  returned  a  vague  answer,  and  about  "  n 
great  go  "  on  which  he  wished  lo  speak  with  ^tanticld  and  myself. 

November  22nd.— Cooper  went  with  ine  to  tec  seme  very  beauti- 
ful gold  coins,  among  which  were  ,-cvcral  of  Antony.  At  Garrick 
Club  saw  1'ladgate,  and  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject  of  a  bust  to 
Mrs.  Siddons.  lloarl  the  newspapers,  which  were,  I  thought,  very 
liberal  in  their  strictures  on  Antony.  Acted  Antony  better  to- 
night than  last  night,  but  it  is  a  hasty,  unprepared,  unfinished 
performance.  Mr.  Cooper's  report,  of  Mr.  Bunn's  reply  to  my  pro- 
posal was  that  he  asked,  "Is  Mr.  Macrcady  disposed  to  give  up 
half  his  salary  for  that  fortnight  ?  " 

Ss.vcmlio?  23rd. — H.  Earle's  answer,  desiring  mo  to  rest  from 
acting,  was  brought. 

JChirm',  Siirol'iy,  Niivemlc-r  "If*;. — l"!egan  a  letter  I o  Cooper,  which 
I  found  too  long,  "bead  prayers  to  my  family.  Wrote  a  letter  to 
Cooper  tendering,  through  him,  tho  resignation  of  my  engagement, 
and  offering  a  premium  for  it. 

November  251  k. — It  occurred  to  me  last  night  in  going  to  Led, 
and  again  this  morning,  that  I  had  omitted  the.  notice  of  an  im- 
portant fact  in  my  letter  10  Mr.  Cooper,  which  1  accordingly  held 
hack  and  re-wrote.  My  dear  Catherine  is  something  better  to-day, 
but  docs  not  enable  mo  to  dismiss  my  anxiety  on  Iter  account.  I 
walked  round  the  garden  and  through  the  yard,  enjoying  the  free 
breath  of  Heaven  over  herb  and  tree.  This  letter  to  Ccopsr, 
involving  much,  occupied  my  thoughts  for  most  of  the  morning ;  in 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


298  Macready's  Diaries.  1833. 

caseeilhcr  of  acceptance  or  refusal  it  places  me  Letter  than  I  am, 
lit  least  1.  think  so — hope  so. 

Sovcmh-r  '11th. — After  a  night  in  which  T  was  called  up  very 
frequently  by  my  darling  Nina's  illness,  I  was  awoke  in  the 
morning  by  leflcrs  from  Messrs.  Bunn  ami  Cooper:  Mr.  Cooper's 
informing  me  that  Mr.  Bunn  would  reply  to  my  proposal ;  and  Mr. 
Bunn  tailing  up  a  very  friendly  tone,  saying  nothing  in  extenuation 
of  his  annoyance  to  me,  but  promising  I  hat.  in  future  my  wishes 
should  be  consulted,  at  the  .tame  time  refusiu;;  to  relinquish  my 
engagement.  On  getting  np  I  applied  myself  to  answer  him, 
which  I  did— sot  very  satisfactory  to  myself,  but  mildly,  and  in  a 
temper  rather  inclining  to  smooth  asperities. 

AuL-tmbi-r '2B'ii. — Bead  some  passages  in  the  Eoman  history  (to 
me  as  fascinating,  or  perhaps  mneh  more  so,  than  the,  best  romance) 
embracing  the  war  of  the  pirates,  that  of  Mithridatcs  with 
Lueullus,  and  its  ooneiusiun  by  IV.mpey,  who  seems  to  have  been 
far  from  an  unexceptionable  diameter.  Mr.  h'ogers  called  and  saw 
dear  Nina.  I  returned  to  my  diary  and  history.  I  also  looked 
over  Ot way's  works,  but  saw  nothing  iu  them  that  tempted  me 
to  sit  down  and  read. 

Jfoimmbsr  2'Jth.— Looked  over  fhe  'City  Madam,'  and  could  not 
find  cause  for  GiD'ui-d's  reprehension  of  Sir  ,1.  B.  Burgess's  altera- 
tion of  the  play  ;  his  language  is  not  equal  to  the  racy  vigour  of 
aMassinger,  but  his  alteration  of  the  play,  reducing  it  to  pro- 
bability, is,  I  think,. judicious,  though  timid,  and  sometimes  feeble. 

Nun. ruber  SOf.'o — t  sat.  down  to  look  through  end  mark  available 
passages  in  the  'City  Madam'  fora  revision  of  filches,'  which  I  pro- 
pose to  cutinlo  three  acts.  I  purposed  walking  out;  with  flic  dogs 
to  Mr.  Fowler's ;  but  the  thought  of  saving  our  servants' labour 
induced  me  to  dine  with  the  children,  and  forego  my  exercise. 
After  dinner  I  continued  to  think  of  Luko,  until  T  foil  asleep. 

Ikcembnr  ls(.— The  news  which  lot  tcr.s  convoyed  to  me  this  morn- 
ing from  the  papers,  was  the  death  of  my  old  master  Br.  Wooll. 
f  really  regret,  him,  he  was  kind,  must  hospitable,  ready  to  enjoy, 
and  delighted  to  look  upon  enjoyment;  in  short  of  a  most  bene- 
volent disposition:  this  made  the  weaknesses  of  his  character, 
his  vanity  and  Brencli-abbe-like  manner,  le-s  un  an  liable.  He  had 
little  or  no  pretensions  to  profound  learning  but  he  was  a  tho- 
roughly good-natured,  kind-hear  led  ik.h. 

Lujidtm,  IhmrAcr  2nd. —  At  the  theatre  I  began  Antony  very 
feebly,  but  rallied,  and  acted  part*  of  it  better  than  I  had  yet  done 
T.  learned  from  Cooper  that  '  Sardanapalus '  was  to  be  done  with  a 
grand  scene— the  proposal  Lmadc  in  -,  lie  bigiin.ing  of  the  season  to 
.lleyniddti  !     This  J.  take  it  is  the  "  great  go!" 

December  3rd.—  "Walked  with  llarley  to  Can-ink  Club;  saw 
Itaymond,  &c. ;  they  said  Sheil  was  suspected  to  be  the  traitor 
spoken  of  by  Hill*  Called  on  Mr.  Lough  ;  liked  bis  simplicity  and 
*  Mr.  Matthew  Davenport  Hill,  H.P.  for  Hull,  in  a  Epeech  to  his  con- 
stituents made  at  tiiii  thiui,  -t.:ilc».l  thai  an  Iri.-li  memusr  ivliu  spulo;  v:.d,::illy 
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enthusiasm  niueli,  lull,  do  not  admire  his  last  work  of  the  Centaurs 
and  Lapitha;  ;  liked  his  family.  Head  flic  first  actof  '  Virginias,' 
which  I  ought,  to  have  attended  to  before. 

DecLi»b~r  iiii. — Dear  I.elitia's  birthday.  May  God  bless  lier  and 
send  hor  many  happy  ones  !  At  rehearsal  f  gave  much  trouble  in 
putting  the  play  on  (he  siago,  o.s  it  was  originally  got  up  by  me. 
I  fear  I  incurred  much  remark  and  ili-wiil.  1  am  sorry  for  it.  At 
Garriek  Club,  where  I  dined,  I  el  ait  led  with  Collins  on  the  drama, 
and  with  Bartley  ou  the  subject  of  my  late  correspondence  with 
Jlr.  Bunn— he  saw  my  first  letter,  add  thought  it  a  most  temperate 
and  straightforward  one,  T  sent.  Smith  orders,  in  answer  to  his  note 
and  went  to  bed,  so  very  tired  and  weal;  was  I.  Looked  at  the 
part  of  Sardanapalus,  wbieh  TMr.  Cooper  had  given  me  with  "Mr. 
Emm's  best  compliments."'  Acted  "Virgini'iis,  not  (o  my  satisfaction  ; 
was  tame  and  inefficient  in  the  early  part,  but  wanned  with  the 
progress  of  the  play,  and  was  mywli  in  the  (wo  last  acts. 

jjlst lie,  Th-cen: I.-- r  Ci!ii.~  Bead  through  the  part  of  Sardanapalus, 
which  I  think  (but.  ha.d  better  not  saj )  is  injudiciously  cut.  Dined 
at  Garriek  Club, and  looked  at  some  ot'the  magazines.  A  criticism 
in  1he  Kelt;  Mi.iit.hhi,  finding  fault,  with  a  passage  in  my  Jaques, 
pleased  me  much  from  iis  truth  and  pood  taste.  "  Came  home,  and 
read  '  King  John,'  after  looking  over  the  parts  of  Shakespeare  for 
one  to  excite  attention  in.  I  fear  it  is  not  to  Vie  dene  but  by  slow 
degrees,  and  "while  the  grass  grows,"  Ac.  Looked  at  parts  of 
'  Coriolanus.' 

London,  Ihcmilc;-  CAii. —  Only  rose  to  attend  the  rehearsal  of 
'  King  John,'  to  which,  if  I  wish  to  aet  well,  I  must  give  much  of 
to-morrow;  for  J  am  not  master  in  execution  of  my  own  wishes 
and  conceptions  of  the  part,  which  I  ought  to  act  grandly.  At 
the  (jiirriek  Club,  where  I  dined  and  saw  papers,  I  tool;  advertise- 
ment of  servants  and  sent  for  one  on  coming  heme;  she  did  not 
come.  I  looked  after  my  John's  dress,  and  received  a  letter  of 
thanks  for  "Virginias.  Brewster  called;  ordered  wig- for  Coriolanus: 
if  the  public  choose  lo  he  pleased,  T  will  spare  no  pains  nor  expense 
to  please  them,  Sheil  is  in  a  predicament;  I  would  counsel  him 
to  fight,  but  that  I  do  not  like  to  incur  the  possible  consequences 
of  reflection.  Acted  leisurely,  without  inspiration  or  perspiration  ; 
still,  I  seemed  to  produce-  anefi'ict  upon  the  audience,  hut  I  was  not 
identified  with  Werner.     ''Jo  n  clais  pas  le  person  no  go."    Lost  my 


aguhist  the  Coercion  Pill  had  in  private  advised  the  Government  not  to  relal 
any  of  its  provisions,  iiml  asked,  "  VVlio  is  the  traitor:"  On  the  ,1th  of 
February,  ls;!4,  Mr.  O'Gmmdl  i-t.Wt-A  tin:  ;.['■■  n -.:-. n  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  the  subject,  and  on  bsfudf  of  tin;  Iri.-ii  members  ajlic.l  tor  an  explanation. 
Lord  Althorp,  then  leading  the  House  of  Commons,  declined  to  assure  Mr. 
Shcil  that  he  was  not  the  member  intended  ;  a  duel  seemed  impend  in  i;,  snil 
they  were  both  put  in  the  custody  of  the  Soi-car.t-at-Ai-ms.  Mr.  Sheil  was 
a  iii'.i-  wards  cleaved  of  the  suspicions  iv.i-i'il  a^nin^t  him  by  a.  Select  CommiLlee 
u;ui„[i:;;'d  to  report  upon  the  in;, iter. — Ho. 
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temper  (oh  fool!)  about  an  interference  with  my  order  for  King 
John's  drees. 

Kldvee,  December  1th. — "Kose   at  a,  very  early  hour  with  perfect 

pleasure  to  return  Lome  liy  the  Crount  I'rince  coach  ;  endeavoured 
on  my  way  to  keep  my  thoughts  on  Ring  John,  but  they  ludicrously 
mixed  themselves  with  other  .subjects-,  and  lulled  me  into  invincible 
slumbers.  Arriving  on  a  very  rainy  ami  tempestuous  day,  I  found 
my  darling  Nina  better,  but  very  thin,  and  dearest  Willie  better, 
hut  fretful,  and  not  quite  well.  After  breakfast  I  read,  with  a  desire 
of  improvement, 'King  John,"  mid  remained  in  the  drawing-room 
(coming  down  only  twice  for  short  periods)  until  past  four  o'clock. 
I  then  took  up  '  Sarda.napalu.s,'  wliieh  i  read,  comparing  it  with 
the  original,  and  marking  my  book  by  it— I  do  not  think,  with 
whatever  adjuncts,  that  it  can  do;  it  seems  to  me  very  un- 
drautaticaily  prepared,  and  most:  iiijmlieioiisly  have  the  selections 
of  its  poetry  been  made.  After  dinner  (what  with  a  yule-log  and 
good  port  wine,  T  enjoyed  my  liresidc)  1  returned  to  my  tiresome 
task  of  collating  '  Sardanapalus.' 

London,  Jkcemfcr  'Mli. — Came  to  town  by  Hi! lings,  and  went 
to  rehearsal,  at  which  there  was  no  Hubert:  an  unusual  and  not 
very  pleasant  occurrence.  I'rom  tlie  theatre  went  to  dine  and  see 
the  papers  at  the  Garric];  Club.  Uctnrning  to  chambers,  wrote 
notes,  and  was  a  good  deal  d:sturbod  1  y  less  of  temper  as  well  as 
time  (a  loss  attributable  only  to  my  own  lolly)  ou  the  subject  of 
my  armour  for  King  John.  I  went  to  the  theatre,  thinking  first 
of  my  dress,  and  secondly  of  King  John.  I  am  ashamed,  grieved, 
and  distressed  to  acknowledge  the  truth:  I  acted  di.-graeefnlly, 
worse  than!  have  done  for  year? ;  f  shall  shrink  from  looking  into 
ft  newspaper  to-n:0"n>w,  for  I  reserve  all  that  can  lie  said  in  censure 
of  me.  I  did  what  I  feared  I  should  do,  sacrificed  my  character 
to  my  dress!  'Wallace  and  Tall'otird  came  into  iny  room,  and  I  felt 
what  they  thought  of  my  performance;  it  lias  made  me  very 
unhappy. 

Da:ci„bei-']OI.!,.—  J  feared  to  look  into  the  papers,  bni  found  them. 
oil  going  to  meet  l'ladgato  by  ajipoiui  nient  at  the  Carrick  Club, 
very  indulgent  indeed.  The  JL-iv.Ui  remarked,  in  objection,  upon 
my  dress,  so  that  T  suffered  as  1  ought,  but  not  in  the  degree  I 
merited.  "Went  with  Had  gate  to  call  on  Chan  trey,  who  received 
us  very  kindly,  and  with  whom  we  bad  a  most  interesting  con- 
versation. Our  purpose  was  to  ascertain  his  price  for  a  bust  of 
Mrs.  Siddons,  to  be  placed  in  Westminster  Abbey  by  the  Garrick 
Club.  He  told  us  two  hundred  guineas,  but  that,  the  price  should 
be  no  obstacle  :  he  spoke  most,  pleasingly  and  liberally.  Fladgate 
was  dolL-liied  with  him.  On  leaving  him  to  inquire,  at  his  request, 
of  Dcville  if  he  had  a  cast  of  3Irs.  Siddons,  wo  arranged  our  plan 
of  operations,  viz.,  to  learn  all,  ask  the  practicability  of  the  plan,  and 
then  at  a  "  house-dinner  "  engage  members  of  the  Club  to  support 
it.  "We  went  to  Dcvllle's,  saw  the  easts  of  Siddons,  Miss  O'Neill, 
&C.     I  was  very  much  gratibed  with  Chant  ivy's  eon  versa!  ion.    lie 
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observed  that  to  satisfy  relation  or  friends  it  was  desirable  that 
the  likeness  of  a  bust  should  be  as  exact  as  possible,  but  that  in 
the  case  of  n  person  of  genius  wo  must  have  something  to  engage 
the  al  tent  ion  and  respect,  ofthose  who  could  never  be  able  to  judge 
of  a  likeness.  His  remarks  on  tho  necessity  of  supplying  the  want 
of  colours  by  shadows  pleased  nie  much  :  that  if  he  copied  exactly 
a  faeo,  as  it  actually  was,  it  would  neiilier  Lave  effect  nor  resem- 
blance ;  but  that  lie  was  obliged  to  vary,  always  with  due  caution 
and  caro,  the  exact  surface,  giving  prominence  where  shadows 
might  be  needful  to  give  the  corresponding  effect  to  colour. 

December  i'Slh. — i  acted  Hotspur  in  a  way  that  showed  mo  my 
ability  to  play  it.  much  belter,  and  indeed  very  well.  I  took  more 
time  over  the  opening  speech,  but  .found  as  ').  proceeded  the  want 
of  study,  and  how  very  little  paias  would  make  it  good.  I  also 
found  in  the  progress  of  the  scene  the  vast  benefit  derived  from 
keeping  vehemence  and  offerl  out.  of  passion.  It  is  everyihing  for 
nature.  The  reading  the  letter  was  not  bad,  chiefly  on  that 
account.  At  home  I  looked  through  the  leaves  of  Victor  Hugo's 
play. 

Dcc/tmhcr  lMh.  —  Awoke  late,  and  got  up  in  great  baste  to  dress 
for  rehearsal.  Was  there  in  time  ;  saw  the  play,  '  Coriolumis,'  in 
so  disgraceful  a  state,  that  it  was  useless  to  bestow  a  word  upon 
the  miss  en  seine :  had  not  even  the  power  to  try  myself  in  the 
feeling  of  the  part.  After  rehearsal  went  to  pay  in  some  money 
at  Ransom's,  and  called  at  the  Garrick  Club. 

.EhJre.e,  lh'cMibsr  lh/.h.- — Dow  called  while  I  was  looking  through 
Shakespeare's  '  Julius  Cassar,'  with  an  eye  to  its  mise  en  sebm. 
On  his  departure  I  walked  round  the  garden  and  then  read  tho 
'Coriolanus'  of  Plutarch.  After  dinner  read  the  part  of  Corio- 
lanus,  and  afterwards  answered  a  tax-collector's  charge  of  £2  8s. 
for  armorial  bearings. 

1  >',r.,-n,!,r.r  1. 1 J !.!'.— Call ed  at  Tlrcuslcv's,  and  was  disappointed  in 
my  wig.  Walked  to  Carrick  Club,  where  I  saw  newspapers, 
Winston,  and  took  down  a  servant's  advertisement.  Came  home, 
and  sent  notes  alter  servants  and  wrote  to  H.  Smith  about  to- 
morrow.    Dozed  through  the  afternoon. 

i.owhm. — ]f.  J'arle  called  to  see  Nina;  a  note  from  H.  Smith 
with  directions  for  his  money  to-morrow.  Acted  languidly  and 
iriell'eclivoly  most  of  the  two  first  arts  of  'Coriolanus,'  but  in.  tho 
third  act  I  assumed  the  character,  and  in  the  last,  blazed  out;  the 
audience,  were  much  excited.  Wallace  came  into  my  room,  and 
said  it  was  splendid, 

December  11th. — Awoke  in  the  night  by  my  dear  child's  illness, 
which  begins  to  make  mo  very  uneasy.  May  God  Almighty 
restore  her  to  her  former  health  and  spirits!  3n bed  I  read  four 
acts  of  ;  Sardanapalus,'  and  immediately  <»\  l  i-.ing  went  to  Ransom's, 
where  I  got  ffl'JO,  proceediag  with  it  to  II.  Smith's,  where  I  met 

Lord  II ,  a  gentlemanly,  farmer-looking   person,  and  paid  in 

£!W9  10s.,  insuring  his  life  at  £J7  for  an  annuity  of  £135.     Aftcr- 
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wards  rend  fit  the  Garrick  Club  some  favourable  notices.  L't»iic<;iully 
that  of  the  Chronicle,  on  my  last  nights  performance.  Bead 
through  the  character  of  Luke,  and  looked  through  the  play 
previous  to  arrangement,  which  T  began  this  evening.  Two 
Cambridge  mni,  Macaulay'.s  friends,  importuned  me  for  leave  to 
go  behind  Coveut  Garden  scones.  1  wrote  to  say  that  I  had  no 
power.  Dearest  .Nina  seems  letter  to-night.  Tried  to  reconcile  a 
disagreement  between  my  own  anil  my  banker'*  account  which 
perplexes  me.  Head  tin:  last  n el.  of  'Sardiuiapalus,'  which  does 
not  improve  upon  me.     Beau1  parr  of  '■  Julius  Oinsar.' 

Dec.-mber  lHiA .  -Again  passed  a  very  disturbed  night,  and  in  the 
morning  lay  hde  in  bed  ruminating  on  the  character  of  Luke  and 
the  general  effect  of  the  play.  Iain  in  doubt  whether  I  should  be 
justified  before  an  English  audience  in  snb.stituf ing  the  truth  of 
Malinger  for  Ihe  trashy,  uncharacteristic  rant  of  Sir  J.  Burgcs. 
Intended  my  first  business  to  be  a  call  on  Forslcr,  whoso  arrival 
here  anticipated  me  ;  after  some  conversation  waited  out  with  him 
to  call  on  Mason,  and  came  round  by  ihe  Garriek  Club,  where  I 
dined  and  looked  at  papers.  At  Ihe  theatre  I  tumid  a  note  from 
Kenneth,  overtures  from  Bath.  I  acted  "William  Tell  tolerably 
well.  Forater  called  for  me  in  a  coach  with  Talfourd  and  Procter. 
I  met  at  his  lodgings  Blnricliaid,  a  pleasing  man,  Abbott,  Knoivles 
and  others.  A  pleasant  but  too  iniluigiog  evening;  toasts  and 
commendations  flying  about.  A  great  deal  of  heart,  and  when 
that  is  uppermost  tho  head  is  generally  subjected.  Procter  is  to 
send  his  play. 

December  Vjlh,  -Forster  called  to  bring  my  cloak,  which  Iliad 
loft,  last  night,  and  my  pocket-handkerchief,  which  Knowles  in  jest 
had  taken  from  me  nnpercoived.  Head  through  '  Coriolan'us,' 
which  I  am  very  anxious  to  make  a  part,  of,  but,  tear  the  uninter- 
esting nature  of  the  story  and  the  recollection  of  Kemble  arc 
objections  too  strong  to  overcome.  Tirade  calculations  on  the 
various  proposals  from  Dublin,  in  reference  also  to  my  future 
Country  excursions  and  my  general  income,  which  occupied  nic 
some  timo,  and  wrote  thereon  u  long  letter  to  Calcraft. 

Ika-mb-,'  2i)!/i.  -  Called  at:  the  theatre  and  spoke  to  Mr.  Cooper 
about  Colonel  D'A guitar's  '  f.'iesco,'  and  my  mvii  absence.  Spoke 
to  Kenneth  about  Bath  and  Newcastle.  Dined  at  the  Garrick 
and  read  the  article  on  Slicil.  I  look  upon  him  as  lost  for  want  of 
discretion  in  involving  himself,  and  want  of  firmness  to  extricate 
himself.  Wrote  invitations  to  St  airfield  and  Abbott.  Wallace 
called.  Note  of  excuse  from  Stantield.  Acted  Uoriolanus  not  so 
well  as  on  Monday  ;  the  scene  with  Yoiuvonia  mneh  better,  but 
gave  too  much  voice  to  some  speeches  in  the  last  scene,  chiefly 
through  thai,  pleasant  actor.  Aiithiiufi,  purposely  disconcerting  inc. 

DwutlMi'  21.;.—  Had  a  long  conversation  with  Mr.  Meadows  on 
the  subject  of  ihe  theatres  ;  .spoke  to  him  alien:  a.  dinner  to  Dowton, 
which  I  requested  h;m  to  speak  to  the  actors  about ;  told  him  that 
I  should  bo  glad  to  see  him  at  Elstree.    Bead  over  the  two  first 
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acts  of  'Sardanapalus'  in  the  carriage,  which  does  not  improve 
upon  me.  Must,  employ  the  few  clays  of  leisure  "before  rue  in  Retting 
ahead  of  business,  a:id  digesting  some  jilun  to wurdsi  lie  re-establish- 
ment of  my  profession.  How  much  might  be  done  if  opportunity 
were  only  in  my  power! 

Ehlm,  S'lri'lui/,  Ik'v ,/Ji.«r  '"Intl.  —  "Went,  to  morning  service  nnd 
gave  Mr.  Chalk  £:'i>  1"  ba  distribute:!  in  couls  among  the  poor.  I 
do  not  perceive  why,  with  the  sen!  Iment  1  entertain  of  tliis,  as  a 
religious  and  moral  duty,  I  should  mix  myself  with  persons  who 
have  nothing  else  in  common  with  me.  ,:  My  order  "  is  an  exten- 
sive one,  that  of  humanity ;  and  "Homo  sum"  is  my  motto— a  truly 
Christ  lit  ti  sentiment  iiiicred  by  ci.  hoaihen  poet. 

Ikai^tbei'  23nL  A  disturbed  night,  in  which  I  tried  to  think  over 
part  of  'Riches,'  made  too  again  ;i  la.ie  riser.  A  note,  accept  11117  '">' 
invitation,  came  from  Dr.  Spurgin.  On  coming  down  I  sent  an 
order  to  town  for  the  newspapers  of  this  week.  Made  myself 
perfect  in  the  fiivt  act  of  '  Se.rdanape.luV  not  a  little  task.  "Wrote 
to  a  Mr.  Home  and  Mr.  Abrahall  about  MAi.  they  wish  to  send: 
also  a  note  to  Mr.  Harris  (St.  Albans)  about,  the  charge  for  my 
armorial   bearings.     Spent  about:  an   hour   in  the   garden  under  a 

felting  rain  opening  the  drains  ;  even  with  the  unpleasant  weather, 
fult  gratification  in  employ  in;:  myself  again  in  the  garden.  Read 
through  attentively  an  adaptation  of  Goethe's  play  of  ' Egmont ;' 
unacquainted  as  1  am  with  the  language,  and  knowing  by  transla- 
tion but  a  very  few  of  Goethe's  works,  it  would  lie  impertinent  to 
hint  an  opinion  on  them  :  all  T  may  say  is  that  (  do  not  feel  the 
power  of  those  I  have  read.  Wrote  a  note  upon  the  piece  to  tho 
translator,  Mr.  Thomas  Arnold.  Continued  my  revision  and 
reduction  of  'l.'Uehes.'  which  1  find  a  longer  task  than  I  expected. 
The  rain  has  poured  without  interim -s.ion  through  the  day,  and 

Ere  vented  me  from  taking  the  exercise  I  had  intended;  but  my  tasks 
ave  engaged  and  my  children  amused  me. 
Ikc-.;iib::r'iZ>>h. — Wrote  an  answer  to  Serle  on  his  application 
respecting  the  ihcatrieal  monopoly,  suggesting,  as  some  security 
to  actors,  author;;,  ami  tin;  public,  a  price,  graduated  according  to 
the  quality  of  the  dramiUie  exhibition,  to  he  sent,  upon  the  licence 
granted.  Wallace  came  in  while  I  was  speaking  on  it  to  Dow, 
and  opened  a  furious  invective  against  the  plan,  contending  for 
universal  and  unrestricted  licence  to  net  the  drama  in  every 
street, 

]icr.":nh:i-  31ff. — Serle  called,  and  [  hail  a  very  long  conference 
with  liim,  as  adjourned  from  yesterday.  T  could  not  on  re-con- 
sideration be  a  party  to  throwing  open  the  drama  indiscriminately, 
so  ruinous  did  it  appear  to  nio  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
profession.  We  at  last  concurred  in  the  expediency  of  confining 
the  right  of  acting  the  classic  drama  lo  the  four  Lirge  theatres  of 
Westminster,  restricting  its  performance  elsewhere  to  a  great 
distance,  not  including  therein  the  tlarrick  and  Pavilion.  I  agreed 
to  see   Arnold   on  the   subject  and   Morris;  and   if  tho  former 
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entered  into  our  views,  to  endeavour  to  move  Hie  actors  to  join  in 
a  petition  to  Parliament, 

And  now  having  reached  (Jiis  point  of  time,  the  verge  of  another 
year,  which  warns  me  how  rapidly  I  am  nearing  the  brink  of 
eternity,  I  turn  my  thoughts  to  my  God,  the  Giver  of  all  tho  good 
I  enjoy,  either  in  external  things  or  in  tho  feelings  with  which  I 
appreciate  them.  I  bless  and  praise  His  sacred  name  for  the 
undeserved  mercies  lie  lias  showered  upon  me,  and  I  close  this 
year's  record  with  my  humble  and  fervent  prayers  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  His  merey  and  many  blessings  on  my  dear  wife  and 
children  and  myself,  beseeching  t ti-ri  te>  instil  wisdom,  virtue,  and 
love  into  our  hearts,  and  make  us  merit  as  well  as  enjoy  His  divine 
blessings. 

[Tho  foil  owing  literary  criticisms  on  Tlac'no,  YoHairc,  and  irora.ee 
are  written  in  at  the  end  of  the  Diary  for  1S33 :] 


' H'ljitzfi.' — The  continual  uncertainty  of  tho  events  in  this 
tragedy,  alternately  exciting  Ilic  hopes  and  fears  of  the  audience, 
and  the  skill  with  which  tho  catastrophe  is  kept  concealed  until 
its  sudden  development,  impart  an  interest  to  it  that  rivets  the 
attention  and  stimulates  tho  curiosity  in  every  scene.  There  are 
some  very  beautiful  passages,  particularly  in  Ataliile's  interview 
with  l.iajazet:  her  character  is  as  delicately  drawn  as  that  of 
Iloxrtiio  forcibly  and  truly.  Tho  furious  love,  the  jealousy,  and 
conflicting  emotions  of  rage  and  fondness  in  this  [lowerl'ul  character 
are  depicted  with  a.  variety,  fidelity,  and  pa-hetic  effect  scarcely 
inferior  to  the  sufferings  am!  passion  of  Dido.  There  are  hints  in 
this  tragedy  for  a  skilful  dramatist  to  improve  on  greatly. 

The  scene  in  which  Iio\ano  farces  I  he  secret  of  Atalido's  love 
from  her  tortured  heart  is  apt  to  recall,  perhaps  merely  from  tho 
relation  of  tho  persons  to  each  other,  the  experiment  made  by 
Hitbridate  on  Blonimo  ;  where  success  so  triumphantly  sanctions 
the  use  of  means,  I  believe  it  is  of  little  importance  to  detect 
partial  resemblances.  Jioth  scenes  are  excellent,  but  that  of 
Miihridat.c  excels.  The  sketch  of  Acomat  is  perhaps  an  exception 
to  the  simplicity  and  natural  passion  distinguishing  tho  other 
characters.  His  sense  of  Ms  own  import '.nee  borders  on  tho 
ludicrous,  and  his  resolution  to  die  reminds  us  u(  Dryden's  iuJlated 
commonplaces  : 


His   policy  and    craft   in    one   scene   with    Eoxano    are   adroitly 

displayed,  and  perhaps  to  a  French  ear  the  mode  of  expression 
objected  to  may  not  have  tho  same  degree  of  pompous  timidity 
conveyed  by  it  to  minds  disciplined  in  a  severe  school  of  thought 
and  diction. 
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1  Mithriikde.'-  Except  in  the  catastrophe,  which  in  'Jjajazct '  is 
quite  a  surprise,  and  the  cause  of  further  distress,  this  tragedy  is 
superior  to  the  foregoing.  It  derives,  no  doubt,  an  interest  from 
its  very  name,  which  rubes  our  minds  to  the  expectation  of  a 
grand  and  terrible  succession  of  scones  involving  the  sufferings  of 
the  defeated  monarch,  the  jealous  lover,  and  the  injured  father. 
The  poet,  in  the  narrow  circle  to  which  his  stage  confines  him,  has 
given  admirable  re[,]-os..niu!h"'tis  of  the  rival  brothers,  skilfully 
contrasted,  of  the  timid  llonime  whom  love  alone  can  lift  above 
her  natural  gentleness,  and  of  the  sbn;  s;nd  lofty  Milhridate,  who 
stands  Ijefore  US  as  a  worthy  foo  to  L'omini  supremacy.  The 
development  of  his  plan  of  conquest  to  his  sons  seems  only  fit  to 
he  uttered  from  a  throne,  nor  less  deserving  of  remark  is  the 
fiendish  spito  of  the  traitor  ill  urn  ace,  leaving  the  sting  of  his 
revenge  in  the  disclosure  of  Ids  brother's  passion  as  be  is  draped 
away.  "  II  aime  aussi  la  reine,  et  meme  en  est  aimii ! "  The 
dissimulation  of  Idithndat.c,  so  prominent  a  feature  m  his  cha- 
racter, is  sustained  thro ugh out,  though  never  obtruded  nor 
resorted  to  for  trilling  purposes,  so  that  lie  descends  to  artifice 
without  lowering  tho  dignity  of  his  demeanour.  Our  pity  is 
excited  by  the  naked  view  lie  gives  of  his  inward  torments  in  the 
soliloquy : 

"Jem 
Tun. 

And  even  tho  respect  ho  loses  in  our  minds  by  the  mean  sophistry 
of  his  own  defence,  (which  would  be  as  well  omitted,  "S'il  n'est 
digne  de  moi,  le  piege  est  digne  d'eux"),  is  soon  regained  by  the 
picture  he  draws  of  himself,  despoiled  of  his  glories,  and  depressed 
by  his  load  of  years : 

_"  .)i]-;(n.rii:i  l:i  f(n-<.!-ni!  ct  In  victnife  memes 

Cnchiiknt  liiiis  (hijvviiT  bhims  wins  t  rente  diiuliymcs ; 
Mais  co  tcmps-la  n'ust  jilns ;  J':'  n.'gmus  et  je  t'uis  ; 
Mes  ans  Be  sent  accrus  ;  mes  henneurs  sunt  ilutniits." 

Nothing  can  be  more  tragic,  should  I  not  say  more  perfect,  than 
the  terrible  conclusion  of  this  scene.  It  excels  the  famous  inter- 
view of  Philip,  Carlos,  and  Isabella  in  '  Aider!,'  inasmuch  as  the 
tyrant's  hatred  of  his  son  in  the  Italian  play  leaves  us  no  power  of 
sympathy  with  him,  whilst  w<>  ehenVh  pity,  respect,  and  even  hope 
amid  our  fears  of  tho  fury  of  "Mit.hricat.e.  We  see  the  faces  of  tho 
tortured  monarch  and  the  deluded,  startled  maid  as  we  read: 
"  Yous  l'aimez !  Kous  nous  aimions  ....  Seigneur,  vous  changes 
de  visage !  " 

No  one  will  deny  the  draniatie  power  of  Tbi.eino  after  the  perusal 
of  (hat  act.  I  should  quote  it  as  a  masterpieco  of  tragic  com- 
position. The  remainder  ol"  Iho  play  does  not  maintain  an  equal 
pitch;  the  scenes  which  follow  are  merely  declamatory,  which, 
although  spirited,  passionate,  and  often  poetical,  do  not  bring  the 
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actors  in  form  mid  fri.-siuru  uml  in  speahir.g  looks  palpably  before 
us.  We  follow  t ho  argument  with  more  or  less  pleasuro  (is  the 
verse  is  smooth  oral  stronjr,  or  languid  and  harsh,  but  we  read 
it  ourselves  as  we  would  a  course  of  reasoning  oil  any  scientific 
question.  In  such  scenes  as  those  of  the  third  act,  we  are  audi- 
tors and  spectators  even  while  "wc  hold  I  he  book  in  our  hands  — at 
least  our  imaginations  are  possessed  with  tho  view  of  the  action 
before  ns. 

The  events  which  terminate  the  play  are  not  raised,  by  the 
form  in  which  they  are  made  known  to  us,  above,  a  recital :  tho 
death  of  Mithridate  is  not  without  dignity,  hut  can  hardly  ho 
thought  pathetic.  The  scenes  in  tin;  fourth  act,  between  Xiphares 
and  Monime,  Monime  and  Jliiliridate,  would  bo  productive  of 
effect  in  an  early  period  of  the  play,  but  in  their  actual  position 
they  affect  no  more  than  a  well-told  tale  would  do  immediately 
after  the  sight  of  some  appalling  realily.  The  following  verse 
is  one  of  general  application,  a  sure  test  of  its  merit : 

Voudraient  que;  lo^c  i;i:J;iL  an  snin  ■]<:  lnurs  plaiairs '." 
It  is  in  this   tragedy  Hie  anecdote  is  told  of   the  actor,  always 
habited  in  the  same  garb,  alter  he  hail  declaimed 

"  i-jifin  ajirtsi  ui  an  d'atuonce  tu  iae  rcvoia,  Arbate," 
being  answered  from  the  parterre  by 

"  Avoc  hi  mi-iiic  ji'iiruqinj  ct  avce  la  ictnn  cravate  1" 
Vdt'iii-e.  -  My  opinion  of  Voltaire  as  a  dromaiie  poet  has  been 
much  raised  by  the  works  I  have  lately  read.  There  is  much 
simplicity,  much  passion,  much  interest,  and  truth  of  very  general 
application  in  his  '  Xanine  ;'  his  characters  are  well  discriminated. 
La  Earonne.and  Naninc  are  in  admirable  relief,  and  the  Count 
is  a  noble  of  nature.  How  often  have  I  felt  tho  truth  of  the 
observation, 

"diet  un  il.mL'i'r,  <-'<-.-A  pi-u!.-i-li\-  nil  jtraii  I  tort 
D'avoir  une  rime  au-dossus  do  son  sort !" 

and  again, 

"Ce  mondc-ci  n'est  qu'une  Icteric- 

De  bieas,  de  rang-,  de  diuaii.i^,  ik  droits 

lJriffucs  sans  titri's,  lit  lepaadus  satis  chilis. 

Mais  la  continue?     Eh  bion!  olio  est  cruelloj 

Et  la  Nature  eut  ses  droits  avaat  elk." 
'  Orest?.' — There  is  great  merit  in  this  play:  the  interest  that 
hangs  over  the  character  of  Oreste,  and  J  lie  mixed  qualities  of 
Olylcmncstre  are  the  chief  sources  of  the  pleasure  drawn  from  if. 
Iphise  is  pleasing,  if  not  insipid,  and  T'lectra  is  a  vixen,  though 
with  grand  situations  and  some  grand  thoughts.  Her  agony  of 
parting  with  the  landed  ashes  of  Uresle  is  very  real,  ami  her  invo- 
cation of  the  Furies  is  (ruly  sublime.  The  ascribing  all  the  misery 
of  Ihe  sufferers  to  destiny  is  pushed  oulrageou-ly  1'ur;  it  reminds 
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ono  of  Candide,  and  testifies  ihe  suspicion  of  impiety  in  tbo  part. 
Is  this  the  language  of  rat  ional  beings  ? 

"A  quel  pris,  dieux  pai.,s;in!s,  uvuiis-nuiis  re;u  1'etre? 
X'iinporte:  est-cc  i  rest-are  i  e.oiv.l.uin:er  son  muitre?" 

Borate. — Horace  can  very  rarely  be  read  without  pleasure  or 
benefit,  for  it  is  si  service  rendered  to  (ho  mind  if  either  a  new 
truth  be  implanted  in  it  or  if  one,  alre-sdy  having  place  there,  be 
strengthened.  What,  gralifieatkm  there  is  in  finding  the  subject 
of  a  long  coiir.se  of  reasoning  Hi  fit.  may  have  occupied  our  minds 
condensed  in  one  pithy  and  polished  sentence  !  In  the  art  of 
life  few  better  preceptors  can  be  found  than  the  penetrating, 
kindly-hearted  Horace.  His  metaphors,  too,  are  pictures— see 
his  description  of  I  lie  power  of  wealth  and  the  consequences  of  its 
accumulation.  (Ode  XVI.  Lib.  3.)  How  well  contrasted,  too,  is 
the  "Magnas  inter  opes  inops,"  and  Hie  exclamation,  "  Importuna 
tnraen  pauperies  abest " !  How  well  he  estimates  the  blessing 
of  content  and  ihc  miserable  insatiability  of  him  wdio  wishes 
for  wealth?  What  is  wealth  to  him  that  still  wants  it  anil  never 
enjoys  it? 

"Multa  r-ctentibKs 
[taunt  rnultn.  Bens  est,  cui  deus  obtulit 
Farm,  quad  satis  est,  maun." 

In  Milton's  '  Paradise  Ifegaincd,'  I  find  a  passage  in  contempt  of 
wealth,  which  seems  rallies'  mere  deelama.inry,  .and,  though  true  in 
fact,  offered  in  a  less  convincing  form  than  in  Horace's  Ode : 

"  Eitol  not  rieliej,  f.tirii,  (lis  toil  of  fools, 
The  wise  mini's  combi-miee,  if  not  srnirc,  move  apt 
To  slacken  virtue,  and  abate  her  edge, 
Than  pri.i'.Lpt  her  to  Jo  iiu^iit  in:iy  merit  prui.-s." 


1834. 

Ektrre,  January  47/,. — Hose  very  laic  after  a  night  through 
which  I  scarcely  slept ;  hut  occupied  myself  with  thinking  on  my 

S  resent  condiiion  in  ihe  l.hoairieal  profe-sion,  and  attending  to  my 
arling  child  as  she  turned  in  her  bed.  The  necessity  of  rising 
still  in  my  profession,  and  of  graining  suffrages  to  my  reputation 
presented  itself  so  strongly  to  my  mind,  that-  f  determined,  con- 
trary to  my  original  intention,  to  oiler  such  benefit  as  my  advice 
could  yield  towards  the  play  of  '  Sardannpalus,'  find  to  do  my  best 
to  make  the  play  successful,  which,  notwithstanding,  I  have  no 
hope  of  effecting. 

Jaini'i/nj  V,lh.— After  dinner  we  received  the  twolflh-cako  from 
London  which,  as  a  household  snporstilion,  T  laid  ordered.  Jn 
the  evening  I  read  four  acts  of  Scrle's  play  of  the  '  Spanish  Maid,' 
which   I   think   a  pretty,  pleasing   comedy   or  play,  but  do  not 
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regard  the  part  of  the  Pake  as  beyond  that  of— if,  indeed,  equal 
to— Sir  William  Dorrillons  :  still  I  think  the  play  too  good  to  be 
rejected. 

London,  Jannarij  7th—  Pehcarscd  part  of  '  Sardanapalus,'  which 
was   stopped  by    a,  conversation    on   soma    suggestions   of  mine. 

Mr. is  a  person  as  capable  of  directing  the  i.iiae  en  scene  of  a 

play  as  a  man  devoid  of  iid'orniatioii.  industry,  genius,  or  talent 
may  be  supposed  to  bo.  He  could  not  understand  the  object  of 
what  I  pointed  out  as  necessary,  but  wished  mo  to  correct  the 
various  errors,  grammatical,  as  well  as  dramatical,  that  fell  in  my 
way,  which  I  declined  doing,  and  at  length  Mr.  Eunn  ordered  the 
MS.  to  be  sent  to  my  chambers  to  be  cut. 

,1-iunury  'Jth  — Went  to  Talfonrd's  (from  whom  I  had  received  a 
note  of  invitation  to  supper  in  the  morning)  in  meet  Charles  Lamb; 
met  there  Price.  Forstcr,  Mr,  and  -Mrs.  Field  (I  fancy  a  Gibraltar 
judge)  Charles  Land.',  iUuxnji.  iho  publisher.  I  noted  ono  odd  say- 
ing of  Lamb's,  that  "  the  last:  breath  he  drew  in  he  wished  might 
be  through  a  pipe  and  exhaled  in  a  pun." 

January  10th.— At  rehearsal  ('  Sardanapalus')  I  heard  of  the 
great  expectations  formed  of  the  new  play  rea.d  yesterday,  and  in 
tho  regiet  I  acknowledge  to  have  Mr  at  the  intelligence,  I  afford 
an  evidence  of  the  selfishness  which  must  accompany  an  actor's 
professional  career.  If  he  is  idle,  lie  feels  lie  is,  or  fears  to  be  lost 
sight  of,  and  his  income  sutlers  in  the  exaltation  of  thoso  who 
"  push  him.  from  his  stool " — "The  present  eye  praises  tho  present 
object."  I  say  this  without  any  spleen,  merely  wishing  it  were 
otherwise,  which  perhaps  ere  long  it  may  be. 

Jn.nv.-xnj  llt'i. — At  Dr.  Spnrgin's  met  a  party  of  seventeen,  and 

spent  a  very  pleasant  day  :  the  only  name  f  caught  was  Mr. 

the  author;  he  is  agreeable,  hut  too  conscious  of  being  somebody, 
and  I  write  this  observation  rdiichmtly,  because  he  seemed  desirous 
of  being  pleased  with  me.  Why  is  it  that  in  society  I  so  often 
have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  marked  attention  and  particular 
courtesy,  and  thai,  my  acquaintance  is  so  little  sought— so  little, 
as   to   make  me  think  myself   either  disagreeable   in  manner  or 

dull  in  conversation?    Mr.  followed  me  and  requested  my 

acquaintance. 

Oiiiti-rj'tri/,  J- 1. ri.' "oi/  1  d.'.'i .■ — After  rehearsal,  walked  up  to  tho 
Hal  lied  nil  to  learn  rny  way  there,  and  was  taken  by  Mr.  Dowtoil 
to  the  Philosophical  Institution,  wle-rc  he  had  been  giving  a  short 
coarse  of  lectures  on  Phrenology.  The  building  is  very  neat ;  the 
Museum  a  very  pretty  beginning,  and  its  purpose  most  pleasing  to 
those  who  wish  well  lo  human  nature.  Came  to  my  hotel  (the 
Lion)  and  wrote  to  Catherine;  acted  .Macbeth  in  a  very  inferior 
manner;  there  was  scarcely  even  reality,  and  very  often  positive 
affectation.  A  total  absence  of  that  directness  of  look,  voice,  and 
attitude,  that  fells  to  the  actor  far  more  truly  than  the  thunders  of 
an  audience  that,  lie  is  possessed  wit h  his  part  and  must  bear  his 
hearers  with  him.     It  is  certain  (I  do  not  write  it  in  extenuation 
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of  my  own  faults)  that  some  of  the  actors  were  so  attired,  and 
others  so  inaccurate,  that  my  mornings  resolution  was  blown  to 
Heaven,  or  worse.  "When  (he  murderers  came  on,  one  was  dressed 
up  in  an  old  tattered  cloak  wrapt  around  him,  no  bad  garb  for 
Edgar  as  Mad  Tom.  I  could  not  look  at  the  audience,  and  was 
obliged  to  slur  the  scene,  at  any  rate  my  nerves  quite  failed  me. 
I  feel  ashamed  of  iho  professional  relationship  between  us,  I  cannot 
subdue  it;  and  money  is  bought  dearly  by  the  pain  T  suffer  under 
operations  of  this  sort. 

January  lQh.— Acted  lugo  very  ind:f:''Ovotly:  Indeed  tho  habit 
of  scowling  or  looking  from  Wider  my  brows,  especially  when  an 
audience  is  close  upon  me,  as  in  a  small  theatre,  is  a  direct  pre- 
vention to  good  acting.  I  wanted  reality  and  directness,  indeed, 
a  revision  of  the  execution  of  the  character,  and  strict  attention  to 
my  general  style. 

London,  Fibru'tr/f  Ci/Ji.-  Called  on  Chantrey  and,  after  a  long 
and  very  pleasant  coin-creation,  left  him  to  proceed  on  his  recom- 
mendation to  endeavour  to  influence  individually  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Westminster  to  remit  tho  fees  for  a  monument  to 
Sirs.  guidons,  lie  questioned  us  on  our  views  of  the  description 
of  monument,  in  which  wo  were  disposed  to  defer  to  Ids  judgment. 
IIo  observed  thai  such  a.  record  of  a  great,  and  interesting  person 
should  si  fiord  po>tcrity  the  means  of  knowing  and  feeling  some- 
thing of  the  character  of  the  Individual*  through  a  portrait  which 
would  impart  some  sentiment  in  its  elevated  expression,  and  that 
could  only  ho  done  by  a  high  relief,  a  bust,  or  a  statue.  As  to 
any  allegorical  device  ho  was  v.l.o  ox/o  opposed  to  it.  He  'referred 
to  liis  communication  with  the  committee  for  Wilberforce's  monu- 
ment, iv ho  had  voted  £o00  for  thai:  purpose,  quite  forgetting  tho 
fees,  nearly  half  that  sum,  to  the'Dcaii  and  Chapter.  Chantrey  read 
Ins  letters  to  Colly  Knight,  in  which  he  recommended,  upon  the 
hospital,  college,  or  whatever  the  sahseriplion  should  be  appropria- 
ted to,  a  slab  inscribed  with  "Wi lb o tierce's  mime,  and  claims  to  the 
honour  of  giving  a  title  to  such  an  institution,  but  deprecating  any 
paltry  record  in  Westminster  Abbey,  where  it  would  teach  no 
lesson  and  attract  no  attention ;  fir,  if  any  monument  were  placed 
there,  he  advised  a  statue,  concealing  his  deformity,  hut  hearing 
in  its  expression  indications  of  those  great  qualities  which  had  dis- 
tinguished him.  If  desirable,  let  there  be  a  bas-relief  upon  his 
pedestal  representing  his  giving-  freedom  to  the  negros.  IIo  de- 
nounced allegory  without,  reservation  ;  take  the  wings  from  Victory 
and  what  is  she '?  In  young  llaoon'.s  monument  of  Sir  John  Moore, 
he  told  us,  a  stout  fellow  rep  ro  son  ling  "Valour  was  lowering  the 
feet  of  the  dead  hero,  and  a  winged  Victory  letting  down  by  a. 
wreath  under  the  arms  tho  body  into  the  grave  :  i.e..  Valour  and 
Victory  burying  Sir  John  Moore.  When  Valour  is  represented 
digging  a  grave,  put  him  on  a  soldier's  jacket,  and  he  becomes  a 
pioneer.  His  account  of  his  employment  by  the  Committee  of 
Taste  showed  wind  such  committees  are,  yet.  Sir  George  Beaumont 
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was  on  tins  referred  to,  but  had  lion-sty  enough  eventually  to  con- 
fess himself  in  error.  Chant  rcy  never  would  send  in  a  sketch,  or 
submit  to  their  criticism.  He  would  not  allegorise,  and  therefore 
he  was  vulgar  and  unpoelical.  I  asked  him  if  lie  did  not  value 
highly,  in  comparison  with,  himself,  Ida  statue  of  Washington?  ho 
said  he  did,  and  I  observed  to  him  how  slrongly  the  simple  dignity 
of  the  figure,  and  tlie  happy  union  of  the  military  and  civil  cha- 
racters had  impressed  themselves  on  my  memory.  He  said  that 
he  had  been  most  anxious  about  it,  and  as  the  order  had  been 
transmitted  to  him  through  Mr.  West  he  thought  it  only  a  due 
compliment  to  him,  as  an  American  and  President  of  our  Academy, 
to  consult  him  upon  it.  In  consequent,  lie  railed  on  him  and 
requested  that  he  would  sketch  a  design  for  the  statue.  West 
promised  that  he  would.  Sis  years  elapsed,  during  which  Chan  trey 
had  often  urged  and  as  often  Wen  answered  by  Ihe  old  man,  that 
"he  was  thinking  of  it— that  it  was  a  difficult  subject."  At  last, 
having  heard  that  he  was  ill,  Ohanlrey  went,  determined  to  press 
him  upon  the  subject.  Hi;  found  him  so  much  weakened,  that  ho 
evidently  had  not  a  forhiigln.  to  live,  and  yet  ihe  old  roan  was  in- 
dulging- in  dreamy  hopes  and  intentions  of  completing  pictures  on 
■a  scale  far  beyond  anything  he  had  ever  yet  attempted.  Chant rey 
pressed  him  on  the  de-tan  for  Washington's  statue.  "Why,  sir,  I 
am  thinking  of  it;  I  have  thought  a  great  deal  about  it,  hut  it  is 
very  difficult."  Cliantrey  clearly  perceiving  this  to  bo  the  last 
opportunity  he  should  ever  have  of  loirtiing  his  views,  requested 
some  intimation  of  the  idea  that  had  presented  itself  to  him. 
"Why,  sir,"  said  West,  "I  intended  representing  him  with  one 
hand  laying  down  the  sword,  and  with  the  other  taking  up  tlio 
ploughshare,"  '''this  satisfied  me,"  s;iid  Cliantrey,  "as  to  my 
hopes  of  assistance  from  him  ;  and  six  days  after  I  left  him  I  hear 
of  liia  death." 

The  impossibility  of  distinguishing  which  hand  was  in  tho  act  of 
laying  down  and  "which  of  taking  up  was  directly  apparent;  but 
Cliantrey  gave  an  instance  of  it,  which  .1.  do  not  wish  to  forget. 
Home  Tooke,  with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  intimacy,  told"  him 
that  when  his  book,  the  'inversions  of"  I'lirley,'  was  coming  out, 
Cipriani  offered  to  make  (J:e  design  for  a  frontispiece,  and  Barto- 
lozzi  to  engrave  it;  Home  Tooke,  accepting  the  offers,  mentioned 
the  subject  he  wished— Mercury  putting  off  his  winged  sandals. 
The  piece  was  completed  and  sent  to  Home  Tooke,  who  could  not 
distinguish  the  precise  notion  of  the  figure,  who,  instead  of  taking 
off,  -itemed  to  him  to  he  putting  his  sandals  on. 

I  questioned  him  on  the  applicability  of  sculpture  1o  subjects 
of  such  extent  as  precluded  the  power  of  taking  in  the  whole  at  a 
coup  (Twit,  in  reference  to  Lough's  group  of  the  Centaurs  and 
Lapitlite.  He  at  once  pronounced  against  it,  or  against  more  than 
one  figure  except,  where  combination  is  necessary  to  explain  and 
strengthen  the  sentiment  of  part,  lie  instanced  the  Kiobo,  and 
our  conversation   rambling  to  the  Laocoon,  an  exception  to  the 
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general  rule  against  action  in  statues,  laid  down  by  Chantroy,  ho 
called  on  us  to  note  that  the  attitude. of  the  Laoeoon,  though  ono 
of  active  and  agonizing  pain,  was  still  one  of  ease,  and  sitting 
down  he  threw  Illinois'  inl o  the  aiti:.u:le  of  a  man  yawning,  which 
exactly  corresponded  with  die  figure  of  (he  i.aeeoon  before  us. 

Went  to  Sir.  Warren's— met  two  or  three  pretty  agreeable 
women.  Mr.  Holt,*  llemher,  Mr.  Malins,t  IVvry.j  Smith,  who  had 
just  published  a  tragedy,  l-!:\  Spnrgin  and  others,  not  omitting  a 
very  interesting  mail,  Mr.  Walpole,§  who  came  in  after  dinner. 
Mr.  Holt  introduced  a  discussion  of  Homer  and  Greek  during 
dinner,  which  drew  a  common  line  of  Homer  from  me,  and  gained 
me  very  undeserved  credit,  for  my  general  kuowledgo  of  the  poet. 
A  long  discussion  on  religion,  in  which  1  was  opposed  liy  all  the 
remaining  party,  kept  me  there  till  half-past  one,  as  I  did  not 
choose  to  leave  ray  character  behind  me.  I  walked  home  with 
Mr.  Walpole,  whom  I  liked  much. 

February  1th. —  Called  on  Wallace1!  to  learn  his  feeling  on  Shell's 
affair.  He  was  in  the  House  on  Wednesday  night,  and  told  me 
that  Shell  behaved  well :  that  he  had  seen  him  on  the  previous  day. 
dissuaded  hiiu  horn  allowing  (('Council  to  inlet-fere,  and  gained  his 
ass oran.eo  that  he  would  stand  forward  and  vindicate  himself;  at 
the  same  time  Wallace  turned  him  from  his  first  intention  of 
speaking  on  the  address.  All  this  good  counsel  was  neutralized  by 
Sheil's  want  of  firmness  and  judgment  to  resist,  the  offer  of 
O'Connell's  interfere  ace,  and  Wallace's  plan  was  abandoned  for  iho 
less  direct  one  of  O'C'oii noil's  leading.  Nolhiug  could  he  "more  frank 
than  the  testimony  Wallace  bore  to  the  nu  affected  cheerfulness 
with  which  Sheil  consented  to  place  himself  in  his  hands,  and  go 
to  any  necessary  extremities.  I  was  greatly  relieved  by  this,  and 
in  hearing  Wallace's  confident  expect  a  i  ion  that  he  would  como 
triumphantly  out  of  the  inquiry.  At  Warren's,  yesterday,  he  was 
spoken  of  more  respccilully  than  1  bad  anticipated,  but  my  own 
anxiety  for  him  blinded  me  to  his  actual  position.  Wallace  said 
that  the  two  men  who  showed  the  most  generous  and  friendly 
spirit  to  Sheil  were  Sir  11.  ifaiviinge  and  Sir  T.'obert  Peel. 

Fi.br wiry  8th, — Thought  over  the  most  likely  among  my  plays  to 
be  attractive  in  thccoualry  ;  wrote  to  Caicralt  and  Clarke,  applying 
to  both  of  them  in  behalf  of  Sirs,  f'osbrookc.  liond  Mr.  Pembertoa's 
criticism  on  my  perform;-, nee  of  Isiug  John,  which  is  certainly,  in 
reference  to  that  particular  representation,  if  not  generally,  too 

*  Frauds  Ludlow  Holt,  of  the  Kortharn  circuit,  and  Vice-Chancellor  of  tha 
Duchy  of  Lancaster.— Ed. 

t  Af:i;rwc.r..l3  M.L\  iVn-  \V;iI!'til-;'.o1  ==.ti-.I  rn'.v  s  YiCi!-C;,raic«llOT.— ED. 

%  Fellow  of  Jc«ls  C^lo-c,  O.nil.viJge,  and  fur  some  time  Principal  Secretary 

to  !.(:■■;]  J.vriiiiii;;.^.,  wiicn  Cli;ci'_;!lc,r. — Ed. 

S  The  f;i-«t  il<;no:.i-:i^.3  fc^oir  Y.\l".  :■-..>.  M.l'.  :V  Cn-Lrtfgo  University. 
—Ed. 
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eulogistic  ;  his  exception  to  t!ic  early  part,  of  [lie  first  secne  with 
Hubert,  as  being  expressive  of  physical  terror,  was  very  just. 
Planted  four  tree*  on  the  lawn,  which  T  1'cii.i-  n  iil  not  long  outlive 
their  settlement.  Head  the  preface  to  Nicolas  s  'Chronology  of 
History,' which  opened  niy  eyes  to  some  important  principles  of 
that  science.  Walked  round  the  pinion  playing  with  my  dear 
children.  Mrs.  Chalk  and  her  mother  called,  ami  sat  some  time, 
Mrs.  Chalk  applied  to  us  receding  the  clothing  fund,  to  which  we 
of  course  assented. 

February  .1.1! ■'/...— On  going  to  my  study  I  looked  over  the  towns 
that  seemed  likely  to  ait'urd  roe  employment  in  the  summer,  and 
thought  over  sumo  plans  for  prcfit  which  do  not,  promise  much; 
one  was  the  Birmingham  Theatre,  but  the  recollection  of  this 
being  the  oratorio  year,  unci  the  opening  of  the  new  Town  Hal!, 
obliges  me  to  lay  aside  any  further  thought  on  the  subject.  In 
looking  at  the  K'.iii-.lio-fih  Jtc-ci-.'")  I  lie  name  of  S — —  arrested  me, 
and  I  was  led  into  an  inquisition  on  the  cause  of  my  dislike  to 
that  man.  It  is  very  much  owing  to  his  perlness  and  petulance, 
something  to  the  quality  which  is  t lie  theme  of  praise  in  the  review, 
his  skill  in  debate,  which  argues  subtlety  and  di-ingenuousness, 
such  as  I  have  more  than  once  noted  in  him.  It  also  occurred  to 
mo  to  ask  how  far  it.  navy  he  referable  io  that  envious  impatience 
Of  others'  progress  in  life  when  we  feci  ourselves  stationary?  I 
would  not  deny  the  existence  of  such  an  unbecoming  motive,  but 
I  should  deprive  myself  by  such  confidence  of  the  powers  of 
eradicating  what  1  utterly  condemn.  Head  Tic  view  (Edin.)  of 
Miss  AiUin's  '  Memoirs  of  Charles  J..'  'We  may  be  mistaken  in  onr 
ideas  of  that  lean's  In -lief  of  bis  pivrneauve's  extent;  we  can  have 
no  doubt  of  his  barbnriiy,  injustice,  anil  treachery.  "What  horrid 
blasphemy  is  the  form  of  prayer  on  his  martrydom !  Head  two 
party  reviews  against  tho  Tories,  which  were  too  manifestly 
Whiggisb  to  interest  one  who  would  despise  any  distinctions  but 
those  of  right  and  wrong. 

FiJ>ritani  I4l'i.—My  valentine  was  Mr.  Hartley,  whose  letter 
communicated  to  me  the  reluctance  of  the  actors  to  join  in  giving 
jv  dinner  and  testimonial  to  poor  old  Howton.  For  myself  this 
resolution  takes  much  earn  from  me,  and.  renders  to  rce  time 
which  I  want.  So  be  it.  Answered  Mr.  hartley's  note  in  a  civil 
and  regretful  strain,  and  really  I  felt  regret  at  the  loss  of  an 
occasion  to  gladden  the  (ieo'mhig  years  of  a  meritorious  actor  by 
an  acknowledgment  from  his  profession  of  his  worth  and  talent, 
and  at  tho  oblige  l  ion  pressed  upon  mo  of  thinkirg  less  kindly  of 
the  members  of  my  unfortunate  profession.  I  took  tip  Miss 
Austen's  novel  of  'Emma,'  which  engrossed  my  attention  the 
whole  evening. 

Fdirmiry  Votli. — Finished  Miss  Austin's  'Fmma,'  which  amused 
me  very  much,  impressing  me  wiili  a  high  opinion  of  her  powers  of 
drawing  and  sustaining  chamo'cr.  though  not  satisfying  me  always 
with  the  cud  and  aim  of  her  labours.     She  is  successful  in  painting 
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tlio  ridiculous  to  the  life,  and  whilo  she  teiihes  demands  on  our 
patience  for  the  alme-t  intolerable  nl-tirdilics  anil  tediousncss  ol' 
her  well-meaning  gossips,  she  doc.s  not  recompense  us  for  what  we 
sufier  from  her  conceited  anil  arrogant  nuisances  liy  mailing  their 
vices  their  punishments.  "We  are  not  much  better,  but  perhaps  a 
little  more  prudent  for  her  writings.  She  does  not  probe  the  vices, 
hut  lays  bare  the  weaknesses  of  character ;  tlio  blemish  on  the  skin, 
find  not  the  corruption  at  tlio  heart,  is  what  she  examines.  Mrs. 
Ilruntoji's  books  have  u  far  higher  aim  ;  they  try  to  make  us  better, 
and  it  is  an  addition  to  provioii:,  faults  if  they  do  not.  The  necessity, 
the  comfort, 'and  the  elevating  influence  ol  piety  is  continually  incul- 
eated  throughout,  her  works  which  never  appears  in  Miss  Austen's. 
Fihruary  21i/i.— A  letter  arrived  from  Isenney,  stating  his 
having  heard  of  my  wish  to  belong  to  ilic  Atbenveum,  and  that  if 
it  were  so,  he  thought  it  in- -lit  lie  accompli  Jied,  requesting  mo  at 
the  fame  time  to  keep  his  coinrnuiiientii.ni  a  secret.  1  answered  it, 
thankfully  accepting  his  geed  oiiices  if  ihey  e.uiild  procure  me 
admission  without  a  ballot*  The  whole  of  the  afternoon  was 
occupied  without  intermission  in  replacing-  my  books  in  the  study. 
After  dinner  i  began  Pope's  preface  10  his  '  Homer,'  but  desisted 
from  it  to  read  1'ox's  speech  on  the  law  of  libel,  which  is  clear 
reasoning  and,  i  think,  demoj-.sirativo  in  its  effect. 

Felii-U'.tni  'Kith. — A  note  also  from  Kenney,  explanatory  of  the 
mode  of  gel  tins  me  into  the  Alhemeum,  by  naming  mc  as  a  candi- 
date for  a,  yearly  nomination.    I  answered  it. 

DuUhi,  ilvnh  r&rd.~/Et.  40.  "Went  to  the  theatre  and,  owing 
to  an  irregularity  in  the  clocks,  was  pressed  for  I  ime  in  dressing, 
which  quite  threw  me  from  my  centre.  Jietwecn  the  first  and 
second  scenes  ('  Yirginir.s  ')  a  ludicrous  accident  tended  to  increase 
my  nervousness,  but  in  the  second  act  1  laid  my  iangs  upon  the 
audience,  and  in  the  third  bore  them  along  wilh  mo  to  the  end.  I 
acted  most  of  the  play  with  real  iorce  and  truth.  The  audience 
called  forme,  and  seemed  ph.revd  in  applauding  mc. 

March  Y.\th. — Went  to  I  be  iheaive,  and  toiled  through  'Hamlet' 
to  an  audience  which  1  felt,  or  thought  I  felt,  I  amused,  but  too 
poor  to  afford  the  quantity  of  applause  necessary  to  sustain  one 
through  such  a  character.  I  did  much  well,  and  heard  several 
hull-suppressed  attestations  of  the  pleasure  T  imparted,  but  I  was 
quite  knocked  up.  "When  I  have  a  part  like  Hamlet  to  play  my 
whole  day  is  absorbed  by  it.  I  cannot  giro  my  thoughts  to  any 
other  subject,  and  am  obliged  to  conl  enl  myself  with  thinking  J.  urn 
earning  my  daily  bread. 

M'u-ck  ISi/o — I  aelcd  "Werner  languidly.  A  circumstance  in  the 
*  The  name  ajipiMrs  in  1 1  ■  n  Gmdhliili-'s  IWti  nf  •.'■-.■  A  then  sum  Club,  under 
date  of  February  28th,  lft3i :  "iNo.  1020.  \V.  C.  Jhuvoady.  Proposed  by 
James  Kenney,  seconded  Iv  Charles  Uiotie  Yooni:.''  Macieadr  was  doctor! 
bv  the  Committee  on  June  21m,  i?:V.,  when  foitr  members.  t.n" be  so  elected, 
were  added  to  the  club  by  a  vote  of  the  Annual  Meeting  hold  in  May  of  that 
year.— Ed. 
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play  amused  me  a  good  deal,  and  at  my  own  expense.    I  was 

inconvenience:!!  and  ralher  annoyed  liy  blrio  looking  on  the  ground, 
or  anywhere  but  in  my  face,  us  lie  should  have  dene;  my  dis- 
pleasure however  vanished  on  seeing  the  tears  last.  trickling  down 
his  cheek,  and,  forgiving  his  inaccuracy  on  the  score,  of  Ilia  sensi- 
bility, I  continued  the  scene  with  augmented  energy  and  feeling, 
and  left  it  with  a  very  favourable  impression  of  the  young  man's 
judgment  and  warm  iionrteeiness.  In  the  course  of  the  play  he 
accosted  me,  begging  my  pardon  for  his  apparent  inattention  to 
me,  and  explaining  the  rauso,  viz.,  that  be  bad  painted  his  face 
so  high  on  the  check,  that  the  colour  had  got  into  his  eyes,  and 
kept  them  running  daring  (ho  whole  act.  What  an  unfortunate 
disclosure ! 

MiMa'iKier,  31'irch  21ivl. — Rehearsed  'Oorio'anns'  and  tho  last 
act  of 'The  Crilie.'  When  dressed  I  scarcely  knew  how  I  should 
get  through  the  work  before  me,  and  thought  of  the  peculiarity  of 
this  profession,  which  obliges:  the  sickly  frame  to  dilate  itself  with 
heroic  energy  and  the  man  of  sorrows  to  affect  an  immoderate 
buoyancy  of  spirits,  whilst  perhaps  his  heart:  is  breaking.  I  was 
most  attentive  to  the  necessity  of  subduing  my  voice,  and  letting 
tho  passion  rather  than  the  kings  awaken  the  audience.  In 
consequence  I  acted  well.  It  is  there  I  fail,  when  I  allow  my 
tongue  and  action  to  anticipate  my  thought.  I  cannot  bear  this 
too  strongly  in  mind.  Poll'  i  manage!  with  tolerable  vivacity  and 
earnestness,  and  the  audience  were  evidently  disposed  to  be  pleased 
with  me.  Clarke  paid  me  £91  odd  for  the  week,  which  made  me 
think  most  grate! i. ily  of  the  geod  1  receive. 

Ilrirr<xi!ti:;  j:hi:'-h  'Jo (■■■■'.—(.' u  walking  across  the  ecmnien  at  Harro- 
gate to  my  house,  the  Cranhy,  1.  thought  how  e.xuKingly  I  had 
first  entered  it,  ami  how  blindly  and  unresistingly  I  had  been  led 
into  the  purchase  of  it. 

London,  April  V')lh. — bYad  '  ^iirdanapahis  '  through.  Went  to 
the  theatre,  and  rehearsed  it.  Came  In  my  chambers  very  much 
fatigued,  and  ordered  a  mutton-chop  there.  After  dining  I  Jay 
down  in  bed  for  an  hour.  Very  reluctantly  I  rose  to  go  to  the 
theatre,  feeling  my  spirits  and  strength  notch  exhausted.  The 
play  began— and  I  acted  much  better  than,  from  my  over-laboured 
spirits  and  strength,  T  couM  have  expected.  I  was  self-possessed, 
and  often  very  real  ;  the  audience  were  quite  prepared  to  applaud 
whatever  could  he-  iniemieiod  as  ([,  serving  notice,  and  my  spirits 
rose  to  meet  their  indulgence.  In  i.hc  tilth  act:  1  cut  a  small  artery 
in  my  thumb  aeainst  Mr.  Cooper's  dress,  which  bedabbled  my 
whole  dress  as  well"  as  Mr.  Cooper's  and  Ellen  Tree's,  flowing  pro- 
fusely at  times,  and  then  spurting  out  like  a  spring  of  water.  Was 
called  for  by  the  audience,  but  was  ignorant  that  no  one  had  been 
sent  on,  or  I  would  not  have  gone  forward  ;  in  the  erroneous  belief 
that  Mr.  King  had  been  on,  whom  J  hear'!  desired  to  "give  out," I 
led  Ellen  Tree  forward  amid  much  applause.  Returned  in  the 
carriage  to  Elstrce.     "Went  to  bed  quite  exhausted. 
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April  lV.lt. — Took  a  chaise  to  town,  for  I  felt  quite  unequal  to 
walk  to  Edgware  ;  on  the  road  went  over  'Sardanapalus.'  On 
arriving  at  my  chambers,  which  T  did  in  very  g"od  time,  I  found  a 
letter  without  signature;  the  seal  was  the  head  of  Byron,  aud 
in  the  envelope  was  a  folded  sheet  with  merely  the  words  "Werner, 
Not.  1830.  Byron,  Uavenna,  1822,"  and  "  Sardanapalus,  April  10th, 
1834."  Encircling  the  name  o[""!Syrnn,  &c,  was  u  lock  of  grey  hair 
fastened  by  a  gold  thread,  which  I  am  sure  was  Byron's,  and  which 
I  have  no  doubt  was  sent  to  me  by  Lis  sister,  Jlrs.  Leigh:  it 
surprised  and  pleased  mc.  1  went  to  (lie  Gat-nek  Club  to  read,  the 
newspapers,  which  were  all  very  favourable  to  rae,  and  to  dine — 
saw  Collier,  Taylor,  Tia.rlh'y  ami  several  others.  I  fear  I  carried 
the  effort  at  modesty,  which  the  pride  of  success  puts  on,  upon  my 
deportment,  but  it  was  against  my  will  if  it  was  so.  On  my  way 
there  Kenney  called  to  me,  congral ulaled  me  on  Werner,  and 
acquainted  me  with  tlie  firfiun^i ■■.iif-.-s  of  the  introduction  of  my 
name  at  the  Athouamm  that  if  not  elected  this  year  I  should 
be  next,  or  if  driven  to  a  ballot  (to  which  1  would  not  consent  to 
go)  I  should  be  sure  of  success.  Came  here  very  much  tired- 
tried  to  read '  Sardanapalus.'  Went  to  tho  theatre,  and  acted  very 
feebly — every  one  scented  unstrung  and  huigiikl  from  the  etfeets  of 
tho  preceding  evening. 

April  Vith.— Forster  came  in,  bringing  for  Catherine  extracts, 
cut  out  by  him,  from  all  the  papers,  on  '  Sardanapalus.'  When  ho 
bad  left  me.  I  read  over  '  Sardanii]tilus,'  and  went  to  the  theatre. 
I  acted  with  considerable  spirit,  and  much  more  effectively  than 
last  night— still  "(  think  the  play  will  not  be  attractive. 

Sun-lay,  April  IZIJi.— Went  to  afternoon  service— was  struck 
with  the  second  lesson,  tho  second  chapter  of  tlie  General  Lpistlc 
of  James.  Iiow  clergymen  can  read  that  chapter  from  the  pulpit 
and  pay  the  homage  I  hey  do  to  wealth  and  power,  and  call  them- 
selves ministers  of  Christ's  religion,  they  host  know:  to  me  their 
conduct  is  a  reason  for  their  unpopularity.  Walked  round  tho 
garden,  which  isalway  a  pleasure  to  me.  Played  willi  my  darling 
children  while  dressing  for  dinner.  Bead  prayers  to  the  family, 
and  felt  truly  grateful  lo  Cod  for  Tlis  grout  ai:d  ninny  blessings. 

April  16ffl. — I  looked  into  Crabbe's  life.  Lay  down  for  about 
half-an-hour  and  read  part  of  '  Sardanapalus.'  I  acted,  I  know 
not  how;  1  went  prepared  and  anxious  to  play  well,  but  I  cannot 
work  myself  into  reality  in  this  part  — T  have  not  freedom  enough 
to  satisfy  myself.  Miss  Tree  and  self  nearly  singed  in  the  fast 
ecene. 

April  nih. — Bead  '  Sardanapalus.'  Acted  it  with  much  more 
spirit  in  the  four  first  aeis  than  here  to  fore,  but  did  not  satisfy 
myself  in  many  things  in  Act  5— my  manner  was  too  constrained. 
I  wanted  reality.  Mr.  Bunn  asked  me  if  I  would  act  Joseph 
Surface  on  the  King's  command.  I  declined ;  I  am  out  of  the 
character,  and  it  is  tempi  in?  further  solicitation  voluntarily  to 
commit  myself  to  it  again.    The  Xing  cares  for  neither  tho  play, 
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nor  the  actors,  nor  their  art,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  I  should 

inconvenience  myself  for  him. 

April.  'Z'.h-d. — Shakes peare's  birthday.  Acted  '  Sardanapalus. 
After  the  piny,  dressed,  ami  went,  to  the  Carnek  Club,  where  I 
took  coffee,  and  was  looking  at  fins  Quinf-.-r/ii  J.'i:uieiv  on  the 
'Modern  French  Drama,,'  when  I  was  joined  by  'L'alfonrd,  i'orster, 
White,  and  others.  I  found  our  private  supper,  which  was  to 
have  consisted  of  eight  or  ten,  swi.dli.rd  in  to  a  greater  number,  and 
many  of  the  guests  strangers  jo  mo.  TakViinl  was  placed  in  the 
Chair,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  made  some  very  good 
specciies.  My  health  was  the  third  toast  from  the  Chair,  and 
toasting,  as  applied  to  me,  such  a  compliment  may  well  lie  called, 
for  I  curl  and  shrink  under  the  operation  as  much  as  if  I  under- 
went literally  the  process  of  being  brought  to  the  stake.  Under 
the  fervency  of  Tallburd'sp:um;:ryie  i  might  employ  Shakespeare's 
words,  "  lkncath  this  lire  do  I  shrink  up."  I  met  Mr.  Hay  ward, 
to  whom  I  was  introduced,  and  who  gave  me  his  card,  promising 
to  send  me  his  translation  of '  Faust.'  It  was  to  me  a  very  pleasant 
evening.     Beached  home  quarter-past  three. 

April,  2\th. — Looked  into  the  '  Foseari '  of  Jlyron.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  not  dramatic  the  slow,  almost  imperceptible 
progress  of  the  action,  and  the  strain  required  Cnmi  our  belief  to 
sympathise  with  the  love  of  home  in  Jaeopo,  will  prevent,  I  think, 
its  success  in  representation.  I  was  interested  by  the  coinci- 
dence of  two  men's  fortunes  .depending  011  a  casualty  to  which 
they  voluntarily  submitted  the  course  of  their  destinies.  Eobert 
liruce  hung  the  determination  of  his  future  course  upon  the 
strength  of  a  spider's  web  ;  and  r  ranee  sen  Stbrza  threw  the  future 
chances  of  bis  1  i It-  with  his  mattock  upon  an  oak  :  when  asked  to 
enlist,  "Let  me  throw  my  malted;  upon  that,  oak,"  he  said,  "if  it 
remains  there  I  will."  It  remained,  and  he  enlisted,  from  a 
peasant,  becoming  soldier,  general,  prince. 

M'tti  li;.';.— Hurried  out  to  loy  appointment,  at  Canning's  statue 
with  i'lud gate  at,  twelve.;  met  him  there  and  called  with  him  on 
J)r.  Ireland,  the  Dean  of  Westminster,  on  the  subject  of  the  fees 
for  Mrs.  Siddons'  monument:  found  him  a  very  gentlemanly  and 
pleasant  person;  ho  promised  to  send  mo  an  account  of  the 
expense,  which  should  bo  as  loiv  as  be  could  make  it.  On  leaving 
hiiu,  we  went  over  Westminster  Abbey,  and  I  saw  the  sorry  affair 
they  have  placed  to  K.cmble.  What  a  contrast  to  that  living  piece 
of  marble  that  keeps  for  ever  alive  the  person  and  personal 
character  of  Horner  by  Chan  trey. 

Min/  ■iriL— Some-  doubts  which  rose  i:i  my  mind  on  the  propriety 
of  trying  Lear  were  overruled  by  the  seeming  necessity  of  making 
some  effort,  and  also  of  not  leaving  a  character  now  not  performed 

for  three  or  four  seasons,  to  the  chance   of  an  actor  like . 

This  weighed  strongly  with  me.  Acted  Sardanapaltis  as  if  a 
millstone  were  about  my  neck  —  I  could  not  divest  myself  of  the 
weary  sensations  I  felt.      Read  an   anonymous  letter  about  my 
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shabby  dress — welldesorvod.  Came  lioran  ;  headache  and  fatiprwe. 
Silt  down  to  proceed  with  Lear,  of  which  1  marked  a  great  deal. 

May  4th.— 1  settled  my  accounts,  and  set  at  once  to  work  on 
the  cutting,  and  then  marking  fairly  the  copy  ol'  Lear,  a  task  to 
which  1  assigned  about  two  hours  which  had  cost  me  seven  or 
eight:  I  have  finished  it  and  I  humbly  hepe  for  a blessing  on  my 
work.  Wade  it.  in  a  parcel  for  Cenperand  sent  it  to  him.  Dressed 
and  went  oul  io  dine  with  llayward. 

Mi.it/  Cith.—l  awoke  very  early  this  morning  wl;h  (he  heat  of  the 
atmosphere,  and  my  own  excited  system ;  was  kept  awake  by  a 
sort  ofhorror  Unit  possessed  me  on  Hiinkin;;  that  '.vei's  was  a  Latin 
word,  and  that  1  had  used  it  as  a  French  one.  It  is  ludicrous  to 
remember  how  much  I  sitfc'ci-ed  from  this  fancy,  and  how  my  silly 
pride  attempted  to  set  me  at  ease.  I  could  not  sleep,  so  read  over 
home  observations  I  had  written  lor  (""etherine  cm  Tim-Ice's  'Sublime,' 
and  some  oft  lie  thirleenlh  book  of  the  '  Iliad.'  "Went  to  Colnaghi's, 
looked  at  costume.     Fixed  on  Lear's  dress. 

May  Gth.— Thought  on  Lear  as  I  waited  for  the  coach  and  came 
pleasantly  on  the  outside  to  Fist  roe,  where  I  found  the  trees  in 
full  leaf,  as  if  magic  had  been  at  work  on  our  little  domain;  my 
beloved  family  all  well.  Walked  round  the  garden  with  a  feeling 
of  its  quiet  and  comfort  that  will  not  bear  translation.  After 
breakfast  resumed  my  promenade,  and  afterwards  noted  down 
some  memoranda  and  decided  on  Lear's  dress,  etc.  Looked  through 

frints  for  abend,  but  found  none  affording  more   information  than 
already  possessed. 

May  1th. — Went  to  fhe  theatre1,  TVsporafo  as  to  my  prospect 
of  setting;  through  the  play,  but  by  acting  with  eollectedness  and 
presence  of  mind,  and  im^osine;  enrnestness  through  the  perform- 
ance, I  made  a  much  heller  Macbeth  than  T  could  have  calculated 
upon.  I  was  more  than  ordinarily  fortunate  in  the  soliloquy  upon 
the  commission  of  the  murder,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  queen, 
also  with  the  murderers.  My  reception  of  the  news  of  Eirnam 
Wood  was  correct,  but  my  last  scene  was  marred  by  my  antagonist. 
Altogether  J  ta-iit-  through  well  enough  To  have  satisfied  myself,  and 
so  well  that  1  do  not  conceive  I  have  any  excuse  left  for  the  ill- 
temper  I  manifested  towards  two  persons,  Mr.  — —  and  Mrs. , 

whom  I  ought  not.  to  have  noticed  except  in  a  kindly  spirit.  I 
hope  to  amend  this  foolish,  undeniable  fault. 

Mi'ij  Sth. — Forslei-  called  ami  accompanied  mo  to  Oxford  Street ; 
at  Tavener's  I  seieeteil  the  materials  for  my  dress,  and  at  Major's 
chose  the  fur,  ordered  heir  and  fillet  at  Cass's,  bought  gloves  at 
Kveringham's.     Went  to  Garnek  Club,  where  1  dined. 

MnyVMIi. — Wrote  a  "French  note  (which  (asked  my  memory) 
Jo  Grisi,  inquiring  her  charge  for  a  song,  and  went  to  rehearsal  of 
'Lear.'  Returning  to  chambers,  wrote  another  French  note  to 
Paganini  on  the  same  subject  as  to  Grisi.  Wrote  a  note  on  benefit 
matters  to  Madame  Vestris.  who,  unluckily,  is  on  the  continent. 
Acted  Sardnnapalus  pretty  well  to  a  miserable  house — two  persons 
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in  the  second  gallery  at  the  opening!  From  the  frequent  and 
almost  uninterrupted  repetition  of  this  piny  1  fool  myself  relapsing 
into  my  old  habitual  sin  of  striving  lor  elleet  l>y  dint  of  mil  sou  lar 
exertion,  and  not.  restraining  my  bony,  while  my  face  and  voice  alone 
are  allowed  to  act.  It  is  of  the  utmost  impi.irtnnce  to  be  on  my 
guard  against  litis  vicious  habit.  Came  home  under  a  beautiful 
starlight  night  which  reminded  mo  of  the  sweet  nights  I  have 
travelled  in  Italy.  Came  home  in  an  hour  and  a  hail,  and  found 
Letitia  eitting  up  for  me. 

Elstres,  Suu-luy,  May  l'-iUi,  -Ftead  prayers  to  the  family,  and 
afterwards  read  over  the  latter  part  of  hear,  which  requires  both 
more  practice  and  thought  than  I  shall  have  time  to  give.  T  must 
husband  what  is  left  to  me,  and  trust  to  the  goodness  which 
has  hitherto  befriended  mo  to  strengthen,  and  assist  me  in  this 
important  trial. 

J.onuiin,  May  20th,  --Messrs.  Twining:?,  the  most  gentlemanly 
merchants  in  London,  sent  to  me  for  tickets,  as  did  Mr.  Gass, 
receiving  the  order  for  the  alteration  of  the  /.one  for  Lear.  Went 
to  the  theatre  about  my  dress,  which  was,  as  usual,  deferred. 
Called  at  Garricli  Club,  where  I  looked  at  newspapers  and  dined  ; 
listened  to  some  edifying  conversation  on  dishes  and  dinners;  and 
lounged  away  much  time  in  the  library  and  drawing-room,  looking 
over  Trustor's  Hogarth,  opening  some  books  and  turning  over  the 
leaves  of  some  periodicals.  Got  into  conversation  with  Mr. 
Barham,  who  camo  out  with  mo  and  walked  to  Hrury  Lane. 

May  22,,d.— Letter  from  Mr,  I'owell  about,  the  th'anby,  and  an 
invitation,  which  is  very  eoniiilinivntariiy  worded,  but  which  I  do 
not  quite  understand,  from  the  Literary  Fund  Society. 

May  2-irtl—  benefit,  'King  Lear'  first  time,  and  'Lord  of  the 
Manor.'  Iiose  in  good  time  with  the  impression  that  the  day  was 
one  of  serious  results  to  me.  Bent:  tickets  to  the  Literary  Gazette, 
Atltenamm,  and  Sunday  Times ;  1  justified  myself  in  my  experiment 
in  the  reflection  that,  otherwise.  I  should  leave  unbroken  ground 
to  an  adventurer,  who  might  work  it  to  my  disadvantage.  Re- 
hearsed, I  should  say,  exceedingly  well,  giving  great  promise  for 
the  nielii.  "Miss  Kenneth  wishing  to  seethe  play,  and  Cooper's 
confidence  in  its  going  well,  were  all  the  indications  of  approval  I 
could  pick  out  from  the  company.  Arranged  my  dresses,  and  kept, 
a  strong  cheek  upon  myself,  not  permitting  anything  like  an 
ebullition  of  discontent  or  violence.  Returned  to  my  chambers; 
settled  all  that  was  necessary  lor  the  night;  dined  and  went  to  bed 
at  tenminutes  past  two,  giving  orders  nor  ro  In:  dislurbed.  I  could 
not  sleep  for  the  state  of  my  mind  and  the  heat.  I  thought  over 
pomcoftheplay. 

Went  to  the  theatre;  dressed;  became  excessively  nervous; 
took  wine;  went  on  the  stage — as  nervous  as  the  first  night  I 
acted  in  London,  without  the  overhearing  ardour  that  could  free 
me  from  the  thraldom  of  my  fears.  My  performance  in  the  two 
first    acts  was   so   unlike  my   rehearsal   that,  although    I   goaded 
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myself  to  resistance  by  suggestions  of  my  own  reputation,  of  my 
wife  and  children's  claims  upon,  me,  still  I  sunk  under  tiio  idea  that 
it  was  a  failure.  In  the  third  act  the  anda -nee  smiok  mo  as  being 
interested  and  attentive,  .and  in  tho.  fourth  find  filth  they  broko 
out  into  loud  applause  ;  tho  lust  scene  went  timely,  but  I  was  called 
for  by  my  friends,  and  went  on,  was  much  applauded,  and  said 
that  "  Gratified  as  I  was  by  their  approbation,  I  hoped,  when  re- 
lieved from  the  nervousness  of"  a  first  appearance,  to  offer  them  a 
representation  nunc  worthy  Jkeir  applause." 

This  is  tho  last  of  the  great,  characters  of  Shakespeare  that  I 
have  left  unattempted,  and  the  tone  which  the  press  takes  up  on 
it  will  materially  hitkicTiee  my  after  life.  I  can  put  no  reliance  on 
the  partial  feelings  of  friends — 1  do  not  feel  that  1  have  yet  suc- 
ceeded, but  it  is  consoling  to  me  to  believe  t hut  T  have  not  failed. 
Pei-sens  think  that  we  carry  the  applause  of  the  audience  to  our 
pillows,  and  that,  the  sound  still  rings  as  a  delightful  lullaby  in  our 
ears.  I  have  no  such  pleasure.  T  wish  the  ni^ht  ever  that  I  may 
make  up  my  mind  to  the  impression  diffused  through  the  public 

May  2  (\th.~  lie  hearsed  Lear  at  Covent  Carden.  I  acied  reully 
well,  and  felt  that  my  audience  were  under  my  sway.  I  threw 
away  nothing  ;  took  time  and  yet  gave  force  to  all  that  I  had  to 
do ;  above  all,  my  tears  were  not  those  of  a  woman  or  a  driveller, 
they  really  stained  a  "man's  cheeks."  In  tho  storm,  as  indeed 
throughout,  1  greatly  improved  upon  the  preceding  night.  I  was 
frantic  with  passion,  and  brought  up  expectation  to  the  dreadful 
issue  of  such  a  conflict.  I  lost  tho  great  effect  of  ■'  Every  inch  a 
liing,"  but  will  lin  milt  C;i  refill  in  future.  '1'he  scene  with  Cordelia 
and  the  death  were  loth  better  than  the  first  night.  Dow  came 
into  my  room,  and  thoughr  mi'  greatly  improved  throughout. 

May  30i' />..—  Called  at  tue  Literary  }'und  office,  and  saw  Mr.  Snow, 
tho  secretary,  who  explained,  in  answer  to  my  inquiries,  that 
nothing  but  a  compliment,  was  initialed  by  the  invitation  to  mc, 
and  that  they  would  not  even  drink  my  health  if  it  was  objection- 
able to  me.     I  accepted  the  invitation. 

June  Gt/i. — Uetuined  to  the  .subject  of  to-morrow's  dinner,  and 
endeavoured  to  collect  the  subMunee  of  wbur  t  ought  to  say  in 
answer  to  the  proposal  of  my  health,  which  I  think,  as  a  person 
before  the  public,  I  ought  not  to  shrink  frcm,  although  I  feel 
myself  so  uncertain  upon  the  mode  in  which  I  may  acquit  myself. 
I  could  not  satisfy  myself  with  sentence  after  sentence,  nor  was  it, 
until  three  o'clock  that  I  wrote  down,  without  hiatus,  what  I 
thought  might  do,  and  then  went  to  rest,  jaded  and  spirit- tired. 

June  1th.— Again  returned  to  this  annoying  and  perplexing 
speech,  which  would  have  been  most  amusing  to  a  looker-on— but 
which,  like  the  frog  in  the  I  able,  1  could  truly  say  was  "death  to 
me."  My  whole  day  was  the  tpLeeh,  not  always  the  whole  speech 
but  certainly  nothing  but  the  speech.  Deturned  to  my  chambers 
and  my  eternal  and  infernal  speech  at  which  I  laboured,  but  so 
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ssfully  that  as  I  was  leaving  the  room  to  go  out,  I  found 
on  trial  every  word  gone  from  my  mind  ;  an  effort  at  recollection 
culled  back  to  me  its  substance,  and  I  went  siIihilt,  conning  it  over, 
uncertain  whether  or  no  to  re que it,  Toy  health  to  be  omitted.  I 
saw  Theodore  Hook  in  the  reception-room,  and  Jordan,  by  whom  I 
was  presented— a  mere  matter  of  form — to  lite  Puke  of  Somerset, ; 
Lord  Mulgrave,  who  chatted  a  little,  a?  did  Viliiors,  who  seemed 
very  ill.  Lucien  Hon np arte  and  Tricon  pi  the  Creek  minister  were 
also  there,  and  Hohuan  the  blind  traveller.  At  dinner  I  was 
placed  next  to  Murray,  opposite  to  Captain  Marry  at,  Theodore 
Hook,  to  my  groal  surprise.  Hide,  and  near  me,  Cleig,  Lockhart, 
and  Clirist.ie  who  reintroduced  himself  to  me.  I  spent  rather  a 
pleasant,  day,  only  overshadowed  by  onlieipations  of  my  speech, 
which  like  many  good  and  evil  anticipations  of  our  life,  never 
came.  The  Duke  left  the  chair— I  followed.  "  Pari  uriunt 
monies,   naacilor  nihil." 

■Jii.hr  21a(. — Dined  with  Taii'oord,  where  T  met.  llayward,  Whit- 
marc,  Baines,  Price,  1'orster  and  several  others  of  legal  note;  a 
very  pleasant  afternoon. 

July  3rd.— Came  up  to  town  by  IliVii"i's  and,  being  alono  in  the 
coach,  used  the  opp.-iriunity  of  fastening  in  my  mind  the  fugitive 
thoughts  which  "I  wished  to  give  utterance  tit  this  day.  After 
arriving  at  niy  chambers,  Mrs.  Maeready*  called,  and  I  arranged 
with  her  definitely  the  Bristol  engagement,  promising  to  send  her 
books  of  ■  Sardamipalus.'  and  'Lear.' 

Paid  Freeman  and  Healey,  and  si  ill  repealed  and  repeated  what 
I  had  to  say.  liefween  my  speech,  Tlte  heat,  want  of  exercise  and 
luncheon,  I  was  quite  oppressed,  and  lay  down  in  the  hopes  ihat  a 
little  sleep  would  tramiuillise  my  nerves,  which  were  much  and. 
painfully  excited. 

To  the  very  last  moment  I  persisted  in  thinking  over  and  re- 
peating my  speech,  and  went  at  last  to  the  dinner  at  the  Garriek 
Club.  Saw  Pladgale  in  the  drawing-room,  who  agreed  to  bring 
forward  the  business  of  Mas.  Si, 'duns'  monument,  and  I  engaged 
that  Talfourd  should  press  it  forward.  Introduced  to  Messrs. 
Thackeray,  Graves,  Brcdel,  Atnynard.  Mailland,  Brown,  .Murphy, 
Palmer;  besides  met  Tylfuurd,  Price,  Forster,  J.  .Smith,  White, 
Simpson.  "Blood,  AViilet.t,  and  three  or  four  more  gentlemen  whose 
names  I  cannot  remember.  There  was  venison,  So.,  and  excellent 
wines.  Talfourd  proposed  my  health  with  a  speech  as  eloquent  as 
it  was  kind,  which  says  nil  for  it  that:  truth  and  admiration  can 
wish  to  say.  I  answered  it  as  well  as  i  could,  with  sell-possession, 
but  under  strong  nervous  excitement.  We  had  some  very  good 
songs  from  James  Smith  and  Blood,  and  the  evening  was  very 
pleasant ;  Talfourd  left  us  on  business,  v  iih  a  promise  to  return. 
Shortly  after  Thackeray  and  one  or  two  others  dropped  away,  and 
J.  intimated   to   Pladgate   the   necessity   of   proceeding  with  our 

*  His  fiithor's  widow.— Ed. 
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purpose  lest  oar  audience  should  become  too  diminished.     He 

accordingly  broached  the  subject,  which  he  very  shortly  transferred 
to  me,  and  1  had  to  lay  helots  1ue  parly  my  views  as  to  the  desire 
of  myself  and  otliers,  that  the  club  exclusively  should  have  the 
honour  of  erecting  a  monument  to  that  great  actress;  alluded  to 
(lie  generosity  of  tier  character  in  oneouragng  merit  in  obscurity; 
relating  an  anecdote  of  Loan's  appearance  before  her,  and  of  her 
kind  | ired id i oo s.  which  I  hinted  at,  of  my  own  success.  I  men- 
tioned what  Fladgalo  and  myself  had  done  in  the-  interviews  we 
Inid  had  with  Chnntrey  and  the  Dean  of  Westminster,  and  con- 
cluded by  hoping  that  they  would  mil  think  "I.  wished  to  dictate  to 
them,  hut  that  they  would  concur  with  rno  in  thinking  that  it 
would  confer  honour  on  our  Society  to  carry  this  object  into  effect. 
It  was  very  cordially  received,  resolutions  were  passed,  and 
upwards  of  :tf)0  was  voted  instantly.  Talfonrd  returned,  and  was 
informed  of  it ;  he  rose  to  return  thanks  for  his  health  being  drunk, 
and  spoke  on  the  subject,  of  the  monument,  again  adverted  to  the 
occasion  of  tlie  meeting,  and  pronounced  a  most  brilliant  panegyric 
Upon  me.  The  day  passed  off  most:  happily,  and  at  twelve,  or 
nearly  so,  we  went  into  the  drawing-room,  where  I  introduced 
myself  to  Simpson,  and  where  ISrcdcl  introduced  himself  to  me. 
We  talked  on  the  merit  of  M>s.  Shh.lons,  Kemhle,  Miss  O'Neill,  and 
Keanvery  agreeably  uni  il  one  o'clock,  when  1  went  to  mychambers, 
leaving  the  few  behind  to  broiled  bones  and  iced  champagne.  In 
bed  I  read  short  memoirs  of  Vauhan  and  William  III.,  and  went  to 
sleep  in  great  dread  of  to-morrow's  headache. 

K/fhve,  Jul  if  13,'A.— Was  only  just  in  time,  lor  Hilling's  coach. 

On  my  .study-table  stood  Mr,  Lou-.di's  Horses  of  Duncan  in  idast'or, 
with  a  note  from  him  requesting  niy  acceptance  of  them.  I  was 
pleased  with  the  gift  itself,  and  the  estimation  in  which  the  giver 
appeared  to  hold  me.  A  letter  also  from  Lieutenant  Marechaux, 
30th  Itcgt,,  giving  me  information  of  the  state  oE  the  regiment 
with  respect  to  purchase,  which  he  wished  to  have  communi- 
cated to  10d  ward,  who  now  stands  first  for  purchase  of  the  majority, 
f'oynlK.  his  senior,  having  withdrawn  his  name. 

July  fort.— Lead  several  articles  in  Leigh  Hunt's  Journal,  but 
none  that  struck  me  very  much  ;  the  brief  memoir  of  Ilenriette 
de  Bourbon,  Madame,  de  Monfponsier.  was  the  most  interesting; 
particularly  her  quarrel  witli  her  lover,  Lanzim.  Wrote  to  Edward, 
inclosing  him  Man'elianx's  letter,  and  acknowledging  his  last  re- 
mittance. "Walked  in  the  garden  and  wrote  in  arrears.  Logan  the 
alteration  of  the  second  act  of '  The  Maid's  Tragedy.' 

July  Vtth. — Letter  from  Limn,  inquiring  if  I  would  sign  an 
agreement  for  next  season.  Came  to  town  by  Bryant,  reading 
four  acts  of  Captain  T— — 's  tragedy  on  the  way:  lie  has  talent, 
and  Hie  style  of  his  dialogue  is  dramatic,  lull,  lie  wants  power  and 
invention.  Found  note  from  Mrs.  Tucker  about  Miss  Allison,  which 
I  directly  inclosed  to  Ca'.cr-e,  ft  and  another  In  a  complimentary  vein, 
accompanying  a  play  called  '  ( h'fred  from  Canterbury.'     Wrote  to 
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J.  Birch  to  fay  I  would  dine  with  him,  and  inclosed  J.  Twiss'a 
order  for  £20  io  Ransom's,  Answered  ].■! nun's  letter  to  the  eifect 
that  the  old  account,  slmnUl  be  clcaied  before  another  was  opened, 
adding  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  open  with  him. 

Called  again,  as  per  promise,  on  I'rjcrs  returning,  and  found 
he  had  quite  forgotten  all  about  Jirs.  Siddons'  monument;  I 
therefore  at  his;  request  wrote  a  letter  from  the  members  to 
the  committee,  which  he  took  charge  of.  He  pare  me  some  very 
nice  sealing-wax,  which  I  carried  to  my  chambers.  Went  on  to 
Nattalis,  where  I  bought  an  Herodotus.  /Eschylus,  Sophocles, 
Pope's  Homer,  Winkelman,  Fielding,  Vanhnigh,  Thompson,  Bos, 
amounting  to  £9  Is. 

July  11th. — Tor  many  a  day  I  have  not  felt  equal  inconvenience 
and  oppressiveness  from  the  heat  as  I  did  in  getting  up  this  morn- 
ing, which  is  perhaps  attributed  to  my  Jinny  trrns  of  yesterday.  I 
wrote  notes  to  Richardson,  appointing,  in  answer  to  the  request 
of  his  card,  3  o'clock  to  see  liim  about  the  Granby;  to  Nattali. 
with  corrected  cheque ;  to  Dunn,  with  extract  of  /hum's  note  and 
request  of  the  balance;  and  to  Eunn,  denying  his  assertion  that 
any  understanding  existed  between  us,  and  desiring  to  know 
whether  he  wished  me  to  suspend  my  engagements  not  concluded 
or  no.  Calcraft  called  and  undertook  to  see  and  call  upon  Miss 
Allison.  Ho  mentioned  to  me  Sir  W.  do  Bathe's  offer  to  him,  viz., 
of  being  his  security  for  Covent  Garden  Theatre  and  lending  him 
iliOCiO.     'This  is  very  generous. 

Went  to  the  National  Gallery  and  locked  si.ira.in  at  the  Orr<'g;rio 
^also  the  study  of  Ugolino's  head  and  the  Horneek.  Called  at 
Nichol's  about  Captain  T 's  play,  ami  agreed  to  send  it  im- 
mediately— saw  the  portrait'  of  Shakespeare,  said  to  have  been 
painted  by  Burliage.     I  think  it  not  unlikely. 

lihtree,  July  1H'/;, — Alter  a  short  walk  in  the  garden  with  the 
dear  children,  who,  I  thank  most  heartily  Almighty  God,  are  much 
better,  I  began  to  arrange  the  books  I  had  loft  out  of  place  last 
night;  this  occupied  ,-ome  time.  I  then  returned  to  the  alteration 
of  the  concluding  scene  of  the  second  act  of '  The  Maid's  Tragedy,' 
which  I  found  a  much  longer  task  than  I  had  anticipated.  Dined 
early  upon  a  vegetable  dinner,  which  i-nabled  me  to  return  almost 
immediately  to  my  employment.  The  rain  that  poured  down 
through  the  greater  part  of  liie  day  wan  most  gratefully  welcomed  ; 
but  during  the  violent,  thunderstorm  in  the  afternoon  our  kitchen 
was  inundated  with  the  water  pouring  down  through  the  roof 
and  breaking  in  through  the  floor.  After  finishing  the  alteration 
of  the  second  act,  which  T  think  is  a  very  considerable  improve- 
ment, I  returned  to  the  tajsk  of  marking  ami  arranging  llie  -,:,■■■■:  ,-,;. 
scene  of  the  tragedy,  which  T  completed  to  within  a  page  or  two. 

In  the  afternoon  I  received  a  parcel  containing  a  note  from 
Mr.  Bunn  wishing  me  to  open  the  theatre  and  perform  Manfred, 
postponing  for  that  purpose  my  Dublin  engagement.  I  do  not 
like  the  thought  of  this,  as  I  see  no  chance  for  the   success  of 
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'  Manfred  ' — it  is,  as  I  observed,  not  a  monodrame,  but  a  mono- 
logue; splendid  as  (lie  poetry  is,  it  is  ivit  at-  ii.ll  dramatic.  This 
morning  in  arranging  my  books  1  missed  the  first  volume  of 
1  Tom  Jones,'  ami  to-night  l\i:t.itin  i'm-mi  ir  in  fiull's  cupboard :  this 
is  a  liberty  which  scarcely  ought  to  be  passed  by— it  is  very  bad. 

July  Wilt. — Tieceivod  a  letter  from  Shell  inclosing  franks,  and 
tlie  expression  of  bis  regret  at  not  having  seen  me,  and  one 
from  Knoivks  asking  me.  in  act  All'ivd  for  his  hem.  fit  on.  Monday, 
28th,  at  the  Victoria  Theatre.  Came  downstairs,  and  answered 
Mr.  Eunn's  letter,  exposing  the  impracticability  of  my  studying 
Manfred  before  my  visit  to  Dublin;  wrote  to  Messrs.  Powell 
requesting  their  opinion  upon  the  rent,  of  tho  Granby  to  Messrs. 
Kichardson  and  Olima  ;  inclosed  my  letter  to  VJurcchaux  in  the 
frank,  and  sent  them  all  in  a  parcel  to  bo  posted  and  delivered  in 
London.-  After  breakfast  sat  down  to  sumvim'  Knowles ;  I  confess, 
though,  it  is  a  great  inconvenience,  and  I.  feel  it  rather  a  descent  to 
play  at  the  Victoria, yet  I  am  gratified  in  receiving  this  application 
from  him;  it  is  the  best  rebuke  J  can  give  to  his  avoidance  of  mo, 
his  coldness  to  mo,  and  his  omission  to  do  me  the  common  justice 
of  contradict  iris  ibe  paragrai'li  in  the  Morniijy  Chronicle,  as  also 
the  behaviour  of  his  wife  and  daughter  fo  me.  I  answered  him  in 
the  kindest  torn;,  assenting  to  his  wish. 

finished  completely  the  arrangement  of  '  The  Maid's  Tragedy,' 
which  I  think  is  improved,  llcgan  to  put '  Sardanapalus '  in  acting 
form.  While  waking  for  Cab-rait,  took  up  Fielding's  'Amelia,' 
and  was  pleased  with  much  of  the  story,  bui  more  ivitii  the  happy 
maxims  and  exc-clii-ut  counsel  wiib  which  it  abounds. 

July  2\d-  -My  dear  daughter  Catherine  Frances  Hindi  bom.* 

Jfhj 'I'lud. — Took  an  early  vegetable  dinner,  and  afterwards 
read  to  the  end  of  'Amelia;'  it  cannot  of  course  be  mentioned 
with 'Tom  .Jones,' and  there  are  passages  of  prosiness,  puerility 
of  expression,  and  occasional  coarseness,  but  there  is  humour,  wit, 
pathos,  character,  and  the  jusicsl,  most  philosophic  views  of  our 
internal  polity.  Heard  dear  Nina  her  lesson  ;  gave  up  the  greater 
part  of  my  day  to  the  dull,  weary,  uni  merest  in:',-,  un  improving  task 
of  preparing,  by  interleaving  and  marking,  a  prompt  copy  of 
'Sardanapalus.'  "Went  up  occasionally  and  sat  with  my  dearest 
Calherino,  for  whoso  comfortable  slate  of  health  again  and  again 
I  thank  Almighty  God. 

July  2 ;;,-(/. —Letters  from  Kenneth  proposing  Worcester  to  me 

*  Died,  and  was  Ijioi?.!  at  ;ci.  on  htrv.-vi;.;  he.n-.s  {;mn  Madeira. '2  itli  of 
March,  1SG9.  She  w.;s  tho  onthor  of  snrao  v-r;  tender  and  beautiful  po™, 
published  under  the  titk-s  of  '  Lonvrss  frmi  the  u!ive  Mount '  (lSfiO).  '  Cowl 
an<fCap'(18fio),  ™d  'Devotional  Lays  '  (1868).  Enjoy  in;  a  lar<;e  share  of 
imaginative  capacity,  slip  w;is  a  [wrsiiii  of  lviirm  ami  enthusiastic  alToi;t.ieai, 
which  was  amply  returns!  by  those  wti"  knew  her,  nnJ  she  inherited  much 
of  her  father's  artistic  tempera  rin'iit.  Her  ilei-otel  inioisf.rittioiis  anion;  the 
poor  during  the  time  of  Use  ready's  rcadeuec  at  c'hi/ltejilenn  will  he  long 
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for  August,  and  from  Wallace  with  congratulations  on  the  dear 
addition  to  our  numbers.  Answered  Kenneth  immediately  in  tbe 
negative,  and  then,  to  do  somelhingin  the  interval  before  breakfast, 
walked  down  to  the  reservoir  with  the  dogs,  where  they  got  a 
good  washing;  afterwards  vent  round  the  garden;  the  morning 
was  very  warm  and  beautiful  after  the  late  rains. 

liooeivod  a  very  kind  letter  of  congratulation  from  Forstor, 
which  I  answered  in  its  own  spirit.  Alt  or  din  nor  i  worked  at 
'  Sardanapalus  '  uutil  four  o'clock,  when  T  heard  dear  Nina  her 
lesson. 

Eeturncdto  'Sardanapalus,'  which  I.  at  length  finished,  and  with 
groat  satisfaction  in  closing  it,  at  a.  quarter  past  12  o'clock. 

July  24th.— Found  letters  from  John  liireh,  congratulating  me, 
and  from  Calorafr,  informing  me  that  his  brother-in-law,  hut- 
married  on  Sunday  last,  had  'lied  in  thirteen  hours  of  cholera,  and 
that  he  had  his  funeral  expenses  to  defray,  requesting  the  loan  of 
£25.  'Read  the  newspaper,  and  think  Lord  lirougham  cannot 
long  continue  chaneellor.  Visited  dear  Catherine,  Uegan  my  pro- 
fessional study  and,  as  an  introduction  and  to  get  my  throat  in 
order,  read  and  rehearsed  small  portions  of  various  characters  — 
among  the  rest  began  Molantius.  Letter  from  Powell  and  Son, 
Knaresboroitgh,  upon  letting  the  Granby.  After  reading  in  the 
drawing-room  for  something  more  thin  two  hours,  T  came  down 
to  a  vegetable  dinner,  and  afterwards  wrote  to  t'alcraft,  inclosing 
him  a-  cheque  for  .£'j."i,  and  sent  him  by  the  Cmvn  Prince  the 
marked  copy  of  '  Snrdanapulus,'  requesting  liim  lo  get  it  bound  for 
me.  Sir.  Pope  culled,  and  reported  very  well,  thank  God,  of 
Catherine  and  the  baby. 

Went  twine  villi  care  over  the  play  of  :  Lear '  to  discover  where 
I  could  lighten  the  language  oi  the  subordinate  parts;  was  able 
to  effect  little  further  reduction.  Began  to  prepare  the  book  for 
interleaving,  ttc. 

July  25///.— Coming  down,  I  heard  dear  Nina  her  lesson,  in 
which,  though  witli  many  attempts  to  control  myself,  I  grew  im- 
patient, and  spoke  with  temper.  This  is,  without  qualiiioadon, 
wrong ;  it  is  the  business  of  parents  to  endure  the  levity  and  in- 
attention of -these  dear  creatures,  and  be  contented  to  assure 
themselves  that  a  patient  repetition  of  the  often  forgotten  or  un- 
heeded precept  insures  for  it  a  permanent  place  in  the  memory  at 
last.  Children  should  be  Lured  to  knowledge,  until  its  acquisition, 
like  that  of  meaner  gain,  creates  a  passion  lor  its  increase.  I  hope 
to  be  more  circumspect.  Head  through  Major  Cross's  play  of 'The 
Cid'— a  translation  I  believe  from  Lope  de  Vega— If  so,  1  have  no 
great  opinion  of  the  dramatic  literature  of  Spain  ;  the  original,  I 
doubt  not,  contains  poetry,  high  sentiment,  and  some  passion,  but 
is  utterly  deficient  in  construction  and  situation — the  climax  of 
action.  Gave  the  rest  of  my  day  to  the  wearying,  slow,  and  nn- 
im proving  task  of  preparing  my  acting  copy  of  '  King  Lear,'  even 
to  the  last  hour  of  the  evening. 
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Simdaii,  July  2 7 ll.-~ Went  to  afternoon  servioe,  where  I  was 
made  impatient  of  the  unprofitable  sin  ft'  that  is  served  out  lo 
hungry  minds  from  the  pulpit — citing  t.ho  Book  of  Revelation, 
and  declaring  that  the  commandments  koit  "written  on  tables  of 
stone  by  the  fmyr  of  1  lie  Almighty."  Letit.ia  mo  do  a  very  good 
observation  on  tin's,  viz.,  that  churchmen  who  used  such  language 
were  not  justified  in  abusing  the  Homan  Catholic  artists  for  intro- 
ducing as  a  person  the  Tm-umprebeusiblc  Spirit  of  Life  and  Virtue, 
since  their  conception  of  His  attributes  was  equally  limited. 

July  2'Jth. — "Went  to  Carlwright,  who  was  glad  to  see  me,  and 
whose  reputation  alone  supported  my  trembling  confidence  (hat 
he  would  not  pull  the  teeth  out  of  my  head.  I  engaged  to  revisit 
his  terrible  room  on  this  day  fortnight,  and  after  another  operation 
to  dine  with  him.  He  has  some  beaut  ii'ul  specimens  of  art,  and  in- 
teresting curiosities.  1  forced  him  to  take  £D,  but  he  made  me 
promise  not  to  repeat  the  infliction. 

July  3CW/;.— Before  I  rose  I  read  the  first  pare  of  '  Philip  Van 
Artevelde,'  which  I  had  begun  last,  night,  and  laid  down  a  little 
before  those  kind  of  southern  rains  came  pouring  out  of  the  heavens 
like  thunder  on  (lie  deep  rush  of  the  wind  — -it  was  indeed  ihvMssim  its 
imber.  This  dramatic  poem,  'Van  Artevelde.'  \  leased  me  very 
imtch:  profound  thought,  displayed  in  the  happiest  adornings  of 
fancy,  and  excellent-  aha.,  of  disc-rim!  uniod  character,  if  the  persons 
are  not  sufficiently  individualisi-d  by  their  language.  The  descrip- 
tion of  Ukcnheim  and  his  dead  children  affected  me  very  much— I 
am  greatly  pleased  with  what,  I  have  read. 

July  ."1st. — At  about  he.lf-pa.-t  five  I  took  up  the  second  volume 
of  'Philip  Van  Artevelde,' in  which  T  laid  made  little  progress  last 
night,  and  rend  until  past  seven;  I  was  and  am  possessed  with 
the  book— I  think  there  is  affectation  in  the  unrequired  coinages 
of  words  which  distinguishes  the  poem,  and  occasional  obscurity, 
hut  there  is  so  much  truth,  philosophy,  poeiry,  and  beauty,  com- 
bined with  passion  a  ad  descriptive  power  of  no  ordinary  character, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  force  myself  to  lay  the  book  down.  On 
coming  down  I  heard  dear  Nina  her  lesson,  and  gave  her  some 
toys,  which  quite-  charmed  her.  Ifesumed  my  slowly-advancing 
work  upon  the  prompt-hook  of :  King  Lear,"  and  am  more  reconciled 
to  expending  my  lime  on  these  or  any  oilier  of  .Shakespeare's  works 
than  on  all  the  Sardaiiapaluses  that  ever  were  written.  In  the 
course  of  the  morning  soaie  ideas  on  the  pari,  of  Melantius  entered 
my  head,  which  led  me  to  think  further  en  it,  and  to  encourage  a 
more  sanguine  expectation  on  the  suec-ss  of  the  character  than  I 
had  ventured  to  entertain.  Sainton  arrived,  and  after  resting  and 
repairing  hints?!!',  accompanied  me  to  the-  drawing-room,  where  I 
beguiled  the  tediousue.ss  of  the  operation  of  sitting  for  a  portrait 
with  the  remainder  of  the  volume  of 'Van  Artevelde,'  which  I 
think  the  work  of  a  master-spirit,  who*!  politics  7  fear  are  strictly 
Tory.  Looked  over  a  book  on  ily-frshing  by  S.  Oliver,  a  contri- 
butor to  BhrJin-uod.     Walked  in  the   garden   onee    and  weeded  ; 
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visited  Catherine  froquciitTy.  Dow  arrived  a  littlo  after  five,  and 
we  s^ient  rather  a  cheerful  evening. 

Aut/itd  Is/..— My  mind  is  earnest  in  the  eultivalinn  nf  my  art, 
and  I  have  accordingly  u,  pleasure  in  rising  early  to  prosecute  my 
study  of  it.  Perseverance  is  invincible-  by  any  difficulty  :  the 
constant  revolving  of  chaniettrs  in  the  mind  shows  us  their 
various  phases1,  and  enables  us  to  choose  the  most  luminous. 
Patience,  alias  inde  fatigability  of  mind,  I  Jake  to  be  genius,  as 
Montesquieu  defines  it. 

At  breakfast  was  obliged  to  put  in  practice  a  recommendation 
from  Fox's  '  Monthly  Repository,'  viz.,  to  let  children  cry  till  they 
learn  the  fruitlessness  and  inconvenience  of  it:  "Willie  indulged 
himself  in  the  joy  of  grief  this  morning  until  the  absence  of  all 
sympathy  brought  him  to  good  behaviour. 

liesitmed  my  work  at  the  book  of  'Lear;'  and  looked  at  the 
critique  on  '  The  Hunchback'  and  my  letter  to  Mudford  from  Italy. 
Read  and  practised  Lear,  Molauibis,  Milton.  Wrote  letters  to 
Kenneth,  declining  Manby's  offer,  but  keeping  open  the  negotia- 
tion to  Wallace:  to  11.  Smith,  inquiring  after  his  health;  to 
Nichol,  the  publisher,  recommending  him  to  proceed  with  Captain 
T- — — 's  play;  to  Miss  Flower,  thanking  her  for  her  present  to 
Nina  of  Howitt's  Poems,  &c. ;  and  to  Forster  with  the  samples  of 
my  deficiency  in  the  power  of  composition. 

August  -in!.— My  vanity  or  avidity  for  notice  or  praise,  which  I 
see  is  a  weakness,  or  more  probably  a  folly,  entailing  uneasy  hopes 
and  doublings,  and  perhaps  occasionally  mortification,  received 
a  check  this  morning  which  I  hope  will  prove  a  wholesome  one. 
In  the  expectation  (for  so  it  must  have  been,  though  I  never 
whispered   it  to  myself)  of  reading  encomiums    on   my  acting 

aii-l  in-  ii-ll>  '■ l'i<  M>>    Kji>>'*1-  -,  I  R-  nt  |..r  tie   .\j.  .■;..■;.  -    net  Hi. 

Atlicnceti-m  ;  they  arrived  this  morning,  with  not  one  word  of  the 
Victoria  Theatre, and  in  the  Examhvr.  which  gave  a  short  article 
to  Knowles,  my  name  was  not  mentioned.  I  was  really  not 
at  all  displeased  at  this,  for  I  thought  it  a  very  mild  and  good 
lesson. 

Kead  two  acts  of  CohriiU'.v's  translation  of  '  Wallenstein.' 
Was  much  struck  with  many  of  the  thoughts,  the  language,  and 
dramatic  situation  of  what  I  read.  Of  the  heroes  who  lent 
themselves  to  superstitious  dependencies  Sertorius  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  man  of  the  greatest  genius,  and  the  most  excusable  in 
his  use  of  such  a  paltry  but.  powerful  means  of  influencing  his 
fellow-men. 

Eead  preface  to  Winkelnianu's  'Ill-lory  of  Ancient  Art,'  which 
promises  much  in  the  work  itself.  Cicero's  statement  of  Aratus 
writing  a  poem  on  Astronomy  in  total  ignorance  of  the  subject  is 
very  good. 

Atii/nst  'V.h.—lii  bed  T  finished  ilic  liivsl-  part  of  '  "Wallenstein.' 

Began  my  morning  study  of  '"Fung  Lear.'  I  was  interrupted  by 
the  arrival  of  a  Mi-  Palmer  (whom  I  had  enl  ii-cly  forgot  ten  J,  come 
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to  take  a  plaster  cast  of  my  face  ;  1  Just  as  little  time  as  I  could 
help,  and  found  Iho  operation  not  so  formidably  uncomfortable  as  I 
had  been,  led  to  expect.  The  artists,  whom  Catherine  declares  to 
bo  imago-men,  were  dismissed  with  a  good  luncheon,  and  I  was 
left  to  Shakespeare  and  Flo  toiler  again.  I  pursued  my  practice 
and  reading  until  dinner. 

A  I'h.  i-  dinner  !.  *ar  in  Catherine's  room,  anil  read  I  lie  second  part 
or  Death  of  Wallenstcin,  which  is  of  u.  gloomier  interest,  containing 
passages  of  equal  grandeur  and  power,  and  is  altogether  more 
pathetic.  It  is  upon  this  drama  that  Schiller's  reputation  should 
take  its  stand.  Having  finished  it,  and  conversed  some  little  while 
with  Catherine,  I  walked  in  the  garden  with  my  sweet  children, 
and  there  read  tin-  translator's  pivl'acL;  to  Winkelmann'B  '  History  of 
Ancient  Art.'  He  makes  a  strong  case  against  his  predecessors, 
but  does  not  excite  much  preposition  in  Jii.s  own  favour  by  his 
complaints  of  the  deficiency  of  liis  subscribers.  Entered  some 
memoranda  in  this  book,  and  then  re-perused  Winkehliann's  own 
preface,  reading  aloud,  in  which  I  Irani  the  necessity  of  being  slow- 
to  advance  a  judgment  on  works  of  art,  and  feel  his  profound 
knowledge  on  tins  interesting  subject,  liegan  his  life,  which  is 
as  full  of  interest  as  instruction.  What  cannot  man  do  who 
resolves  on  doing?  The  son  of  a  cobbler — "Au  sein  do  fiiidigenee 
nourrissait  dc  grands  projeis  el  in:  pordaii.  jamais  1'esperance  do  les 
executer ;"  again,  — "  II  ne  vivait  la  plupart  du  temps  que  depain 
et  d'eau ;  quoiqu'il  manquat  sou vent  do  tout,  on  I'a  totijours  vu 
gai  et  content."  His  own  account  of  himself,  teaching  the  alpha- 
bet to  '  en  fans  sales  et  1'.iain;ii\,'  indulging  his  aspirations  and 
meditating  on  Homer,  is  beautiful:  "Jo  me  disais  alors.  comino 
je  me  die  encore  :  paix,  rnon  err^ir,  tes  forces  surpassent  encore  tes 
ennuis."  Looked  into  French  translation  of  Schillci- ;  find  the  idea 
of  "In  to-day  already  walks  to-morrow"  is  all  his  own.  Read  over 
most  of  the  part  of  Luke  in  '  liichcs,'  and  cut  too  play  a  little  more, 

Atu/ust  nth. — Went,  into  the  drawing-room  to  read.  1  studied,  or 
rattier  practised,  passages  of  'Handel,'  '  M  ache!  h,"  King  Lear,*  and 
read  '  Melantius.'  I  was  not  satisfied  with  myself;  and  thus  it 
often  happens,  in  beginning  tlie  day  with  loss,  I  go  on  in  a  losing 
spirit,  instead  of  rallying  my  energies  to  redeem  by  industry 
neglected  opportunity.  Heard  dear  .Nina  purl-  of  iter  lesson,  which 
she  said  very  well,  liesumed  the  liiis  of  Wink, Imann,  which 
interested  tno  much.  How  J  envy  him  Ids  fortitude,  his  unconquer- 
able resolution,  and  Ids  practical  philosophy  !  It  is  not  easy  to  get 
over  his  indifference  to  the  religion  lie  first  professed,  which  is 
making  light  to  others  of  what  a  wise  man  would,  for  the  sake  of 
others  at  least,  held  in  outward  reverence.  In  this  particular 
Pope,  who  was  manifestly  a  Heist,  is  much  to  be  commended  that 
he  adhered  to  the  form  of  the  religion  in  which  ho  was  born. 
Nothing  but  conviction  can  justify  sueli  a  change;  but  Winkelmann 
would,  as  was  said  of  him.  have  submit  led,  I  believe,  to  circumcision 
for  equal  advantages.      Abstract   beauty  was  the    object   of  his 
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worship.  Let  it  he  said  for  him  that  he  was  a  £00(1  son  and  a 
good  friend.  His  accident  at  the  I'uIlilwo  Ludovici  is  well  told, 
and  he  quite  interests  us  in  his  patrons,  Cardinals  Tassionei  and 
Albani.  His  descripiiens  of  his  journeys  mid  his  residence  at  Porto 
d'Anzio  are  delightful. 

Augiut  6th.— Begun  my  morning's  study  with  Hamlet's  soli- 
loquy; then  rehearsed  and  read  the  two  I'nst  aels,  of  'King  Lear,' 
and  read  part  of  tho  fourth  act  of  '  Melantius.'  I  had  not  such 
reason  to  reproach  myself  with  indolence  or  want  of  zeal  to-day, 
which  is  a  coin  fori  ;i.lile  tiiunght  to  me.  1  read  for  nearly  four 
hours.  After  dinner,  at  which  I  ate  a  little  meat,  I  sat  with 
Catherine  for  some  time,  and  read  some  pages  in  'La  Vie  do 
Winkelmann,'  which  continues  to  preserve  its  interest  for  me.  His 
observations  on  architecture,  iiis  principles  of  taste,  and  his  warmth 
of  feeling  excite  most  favourable  sentiments,  towards  him.  His 
mistake  on  the  picture  of  Casanova,  and  the  mirth  in  which  he 
indulged  on  others'  want,  of  tad  in  tiosorimiiLa.tiiig  he t ween  antique 
and  modern,  were  good  checks  to  his  presumption— but  nemo 
mortal-turn,  omnibus,  Ac.  "Walked  in  the  garden.  A  beautiful  rain- 
bow arched  over  our  house,  and  lucked  like  a  premise  of  sunshine 
upon  it.  1  have  superstitious  feeling?  that  are  gladdened  or  over- 
cast by  certain  "  skioy  influences,"  which  look  like  omens  to  them, 
and  which  my  spirit,  hails  us  sneh.  I  believe  this  alliance  of  our 
own  fortunes  will:  the  remoter  creations  find  glories  of  the  Deity 
is  more  general  1  han  appears  from  our  concealment  of  the  whispers 
of  our  minds.  Read  some  extracts  from  Spenser,  in  whom  appears 
much  pure  beauty  with  much  alloy.  Cut  still  more  three  acts  of 
'  Sardanapaliis.' 

Aitqvtt  7th. — Megan  my  professional  study  with  the  soliloquy  of 
Hamlet,  which  to  give  with  grace,  earnestness,  and  complete 
abstraction,  I  find  cue  cf  the  most  diiliealt  tasks  .f  have  to  master. 
Resumed  my  perusal  of  the  life  of  Wiukeimann.  T  see  ho  subtilises 
too  much,  and  is  not  infallible,  in  his. judgments.  His  preference  cf 
Mengs  to  Guido  in  liis  comparison  of  their  respective,  figures  of 
Apollo,  not  to  refer  to  his  grand  mistake  of  Casanova's  picture,  is 
sufficient,  proof;  hut  there  is  much  to  he  learn  (from  his  enthusiasm 
and  fine  sense  of  the  beautiful.  One,  among  many  excellent 
observations  which  he  oilers  on  the  principles  cf  art,  may  serve  as  a 
maxim  to  those  who  study  mine  :  "  fl  doit  eviter,  autunt  qu'il  soit 
possible,  routes  les  actions  viclentes,  puree  que  Ics  gesles  ouires  et 
les  attitudes  forci'os  font  griniLLcer  la  heautc  mi'-me."  The  work 
interests  me  mere  as  I.  proceed  in  it,  though  1  do  not  clearly 
comprehend  nor  set  much  value  on  his  theory  on  Allegory.  Head 
over  aloud,  in  order  to  improve  my  pronunciation,  what  I  had 
previously  read  more  delihevatily.  Cut  the  remaining  two  acts  of 
'isarda  napalms'  for  Bristol.  Went  over  the  whole  of  'Melantius,' 
to  which  I  do  not,  aiiiieh  myself  with  the  ardour  that  is  in  general 
an  augury  of  success.  At  present  there  are  not  many  passages 
of  such  nature  and  true  feeling  that  suggest  themselves   in  their 
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effect  to  tbo  mind  at  once.    They  may  rise  to  me— I  must  hope 
and  search. 

Au'iunt  8th. — In  the  short  interval  bo  fore  breakfast  read  in  Ovid 
the  fable  of  Aesacns' transformation  '"to  "  cormorant ;  I  certainly 
had  no  idea  of  the  noetic  power  of  Ovid  till  I  took  up  his  '  Meta- 
morphoses.'  Some  lines  in  this  fable  are  not  inapplicable  to  myself : 

"  Oiler.it  lisc  urbes,  nitidaque  remotus  ab  aula1 
Secretes  monies,  et  inambitiosa  colebat 
Rura:  nee  Iliaeos  ccetus,  nisi  rarus,  adibat."* 
There    is   much   pathos,  and  great  felicity  of  expression  in  this 
little  poem. 

Resumed  my  eH'orbs  at  Tlaiijlol.'s  ^oliloriiiy.  of  which,  hard  as  it 
is,  I  do  not  despair.  Ihht  sir.-t-il  and  it. ;ui  iiio  third  aet  of  '  Lear,' 
and  studied  part  of  Molo.ntius.  Kcad  through  the  four  first  acts  of 
'  King  Lear,'  in  reference  to  my  own  character,  and  to  the  rake  <:n 
seine  of  the  play. 

Autjiwl  Vl.it. — T  resinned  the  eternal  soliloquy  of  Hamlet,  Re- 
hearsed and  read  the  fourth  act  of  '  King  Liar,"  and  part  of  Mekn- 
titts.  Came  down  and  tool;  up  Ovid,  where  1  bid  closed  the  book 
yesterday;  read  the  fable  of  the  omen  of  the  Trojan  War's  duration, 
the  sacrifice  of  Iphigcnia  at  Anlis,  ami  the,  description  of  the 
dwelling  of  1'anio  at  the  "Triplici.s  ooniinia  m.undi,"  in  which 
there  is  much  poetry.  If  kiv  recollection  serves  me  truly,  it  seems 
to  have  suggested  t[ie  j.iuaoi.'  Nikon's  litM bo,  in  the  sort  of  confusion, 
though,  indeed,  in  Ovid  it  is  "the  regular  confusion,"  I  was  very 
much  pleased  with  it. 

After  dinner  finished  tlie  Life  of  Ti'iohelmann.  His  melancholy 
death  more  than  expiated  his  failings  which  seem  to  have  been 
those  of  maimer  rather  than  of  disposition. 

AmjMt  ll(ft. — In  musing  on  various  things  and  forcing  my 
thoughts  on  my  profession,  the  account,  of  M  is.  Middens'  nervous- 
ness on  first  appearing  before  IJueen  Charlotte  recurred  to  me; 
and  in  the  confidence  she  endeavoured  to  regain  by  the  thought 
that  she  had  often  acted  queens,  1  thought  she  gave  an  unconscious 
testimony  to  her  identification  of  herself  with  the  characters  she 
represented. 

August  \fitli.-  -Mclani  ins,  which  ;;rinvs  harder  as  I  grapple  more 
closely  with  it,  but  this  will  grow  easier.  licad  a  letter  from 
Angelo,  the  fencing-master,  applying  for  my  subscription.  Poor 
fellow!  he  has  wrung  my  wrisls,  and  I  have  d— d  him  for  an  old 
rascal,  little  dreaming  of  our  reversed  situations.  After  dinner 
went  into  the  garden  ami  gave  a.  bone  to  old  Tip,  which  choked 

I ,   i l.i-  (■■■■■r  ild  ■!■■►•  I.,   il'xo  ni-l  (■■moi—1      1  did  i.'-t  lo.  . 

whether  he  was  e,omg  mad  or  dying;  I  patted  him  and  smoothed 

*   Iio  li:iti;il  t'iivus,  sriij  i'l-.Ili  lhc-ir  t'luriK-  ]:iiiri]i 
Flying  afar,  lie  sought  sequestered  lulls 
Air.i  ijnint  fU-l-.is.  iici  of;  did  In;  frequent 
'1'lie  city's  thrones. — Ed.  Tkahs. 
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Ilia  throat,  and  called  Phillips,  hurrying  away  the  children.  Phillips 
very  cleverly  poked  a  rope  down  his  throat,  and  Hie  old  dog  stood 
up,  looking  very  uncnmforia.ble,  hue  relieved  from  his  misery. 

■■Iitf/asl  18th  -  (Ahh'Jl's  lair  jit). — Came  to  town  by  JJiUhig's; 
endeavouring  to  think  over  'Virginias'  for  the  evening.  Went 
to  theatre,  incommoded  hy  the  size  of  the  house  (the  Opera 
House).  In  the  second  scene,  as  .!  s'.e.od  at  tin'  wing,  I  saw  Grisi 
in  the  opposite  box;  rallied  and  played  very  fairly.  The  house 
was  mneli  moved,  and  called  for  inc.  Alter  a-  time  I  Went  on  ;  I 
was  greatly  received.  When  I  was  dressed  I  asked  Abbott  to  say 
to  Crisi  that  I.  wished  to  hfs  presented  to  her  (site  had  expressed 
herself  delighted  with  the  play),  and  on  her  saying  she  should  be 
delighted  to  make  my  acquaintance  I  went  into  her  room,  and  sat 
with  her  some  time.  Haw  Grisi's  last  scene  of  'Anna  Bolena,' 
which  was  very  fine. 

Anriv.it  21-.'. —To  chambers  hy  killing's  coach,  reading  the 
'  Medeein  Malgre.  Lui'  and  part  ol  the  ■  Misanthrope'  on  the  road. 
The  hnmour  of  the  first  is  palpable  to  the  dullest,  but  there  must 
be  a  charm  in  the  language  of  I  lie  '  M  isanthrope,'  and  an  effect  in 
the  character  of  Alccste  and  Celimene  too  tine  for  a  foreigners 
apprehension  to  make  this  play  interesting,  as  it  is  to  French 
audiences.  Like  Pope's  verse,  llolicrc  is  of  very  general  Applica- 
tion, as  comprehensive  a  praise  as  can  well  be  given.  Found 
Biowater  at  my  chambers,  who  cut  my  hair,  and  took  orders  for 
my  wigs.  Our  nursery-maid  called  ;  and  Tulfourd  came  in  to  ask 
some  questions  about  his  Scotch  tour,  which  he,  had  decided  on. 
f  engaged  to  diae  with  him,  and  furnished  him  with  necessary 
information. 

August  '2 3 o!.— Finished  '  Le  Misanthrope,'  which  I  like  much 
for  its  passion,  character,  and  language,  but  its  meagreness  of 
plot  makes  it  a  national,  not  an  universal,  eh-.j  d'truure.  Finished 
•  Jj' Amour  _ll.alec:ii'  of  Mulibre,  a  silly  piece  of  extravagance. 

Awjust  24(A. — Tip  dies. 

Richmond,  August  25'./i.     '  Virginius.'     Aw/usl  29th.     'Lear.' 

[Septtmhrr  ls(  lo  lCit-ii.     Engagement  at  Bristol.] 

September  9th. — Acted  very  indifferently  tlie  part  of  Wiliam  Tell, 
which  I  now  thoroughly  dislike.  I  was  in  low  spirits,  in  pain,  and 
disturbed  in  my  host  effects  by  the  carelessness  of  the  performers. 
How  much  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  there  is  no  probation  for 
players  to  pass! 

Su:a>!F.f.a,  Se.pt r-mh;:r  VMh.-  -'  Macbeth.' 

September  11th. — As  soon  as  I  was  np,  and  on  my  coming  out  to 
breakfast,  I  began  to  enter  my  expenses  in  my  account-hook ;  I 
also  thought  a  great  deal  on  my  intended  insurance,  and  reflecting 
that  by  insuring  loo  much  lm:-iitperlLLi[isineaiiaeit  ate  myself  from 
keeping  up  the  policies  f  took  out,  T  ca.mo  to  the  conclusion  that, 

it  would  be  better  to  invest  the  tlOOO  now  held  by  Lord  li: -in 

Rock  shares  thr  another  iJ  I  ■  ■■:■-.-■.  and  invest  what  f  may  make  between 
tbo  present  and  Christmas  in  Government  Securities  to  go  to  the 
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annual  payment  of  my  policy  fin1  .£11000  in  the  Kaglo  Insurance, 
which  would  make  togolnor  a  sum  10  1  millionth  of  a.t.  least  £5000. 

Took  a  warm  Lath,  and  walked  011  the  pier  and  along  the  sands, 
enjoying  tho  beauty  of  the  bay— really  bcuulifnl  —  and  listening  to 
the  music  of  the  waves  gently  breaking  upon  the  shore,  feeling 
within  myselfa  relish  of  the  air,  the  sen.  (lie  sky,  of  nature,  and  of 
life,  that  was  most  delicious.  Came  home,  ami  before  and  after 
dinner  read  in  Homer  Ihe  pathetic  ileal h  of  1'atroclus. 
Swansea,  Stj/temlir  lSI/'i.-     '  Werner.' 

Gloucester,  Srpirmbir  /!0,'/..— Bought  a  small  volume  of  Gifford'e 
'Baviad'  and  '  ilawiad'  to  read  on  my  journey.  Looked  at  the 
newspaper,  paid  my  bill,  and  1111110  away.  Bead  Clifford's  life. 
With  the  direct  simplicity  of  its  narration  I  was  pleased,  and 
affected  by  the  touching  enumeration  of  his  sufferings;  his  answer 
to  Lord  Grosvenor's  inquiry— that  he  "hud  no  friends,  and  no 
prospects  of  any  kind,"  moved  me  very  much,  "What  a  lesson  is 
such  a  life,  but  what  u  lesson  is  every  loan'.-  life  if  we  would  only 
use  our  own  minds  in  their  examination  I  Head  the  '  Baviad'  and 
'Mieviad,'  preferred  the  former:  tho  subject  was  too  much  ex- 
hausted for  a  new  satire,  at  least  10  equal  in  pungent  effect  the 
former  one.  They  are,  however,  both  extremely  good,  and  must 
have  fallen  like  a  giant's  ami  upon  the  insect-like  flutterings  of  the 
half-formed  witlings  whom  liny  aimed  to  crush,  But  to  imagine 
that  Burns  lived  in  comparative  neglect  while  these  apes  were 
attracting  notice  by  their  absurdities  ! 

ChcaUrJki'l,  !y-pUri,li:-r  2-ird. — '  Virginius.' 

October  1st. — Looked  at  newspapers  and  wrote  to  Bonn,  taking 
copy  of  the  same,  asking  my  forme)-  tonus,  varied  only  by  the 
division  of  the  benefit  and  the  erasure  of  about  half  a  dozen 
characters  from  my  list. 

Leicester,  October  3rd. — I  walked  into  the  Market  Place,  where  T 
inquired  atahosier's  shop  tho  cost  of  my  tics.h- colon  red  pantaloons, 
and  after  some  conversation  agreed  to  send  a  pair  as  a  pattern, 
from  which  an  estimate  should  be  forwarded  to  me  at  Liverpool. 
I  may  save  a  few  pounds  in  my  professional  life,  if  it.  lasts  many 
years  longer,  and  make  a  litter  api.earauec  both  desirable  objects. 
Saw  my  baggage  put  in  the  Xotlingham  coach,  and  walked  on  to 
look  at  the  Boman  milestone,  which  is  a  most  interesting  relic. 
The  coach  took  me  up,  and  a.  most  stewing,  in  pleasant  journey  I 
had  to  Nottingham,  where  1  arrived,  by  the  promise  of  5s.  to  the 
driver,  at  haJt'-pastfive.  Went  directly  to  the  llioaiio  through  a 
crowded  fair,  and  found  my  trunks  there  —  droned  in  good  time, 
and,  under  the  circumstances  of  my  day,  acted  toleiably  well  the 
intolerable  Virginius.     In  paving  mo  oiler  (he  play,  although  there 

was   a  .very    good   house,    Mrs.  M ■  made  a  mistake,,  a   very 

palpable  one  oi  II.  which  1  did.  not  allow  to  pass.  "Went  to  my 
lodgings,  which  "1  found  comfortable  euom'li.  and  was  glad  indeed 
to  get  into  my  bed.  Surprised  ami  delighted  at  the  unexpected 
good  house  to  which  I  had  acted. 
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Koliinr/h'tm,   QrfiMr  Aih. — '  Hamlet,' 

Lw--i-)-oo/,  Oelobc-  CM.-— J  rehearse,!  .Macbeth  with  particular  care, 
and  with  a  freedom  of  deportment  ;in:l  freshness  of  manner  that 
gratified  me  in  causing  me  to  believe  in  the  perception  of  my 
improvement.     Bliss  liudtUirt  ivus  the  Lady  Macbeth. 

Laid  out  my  dress,  giving  parts  of  it,  to  Marshall  to  mend,  and 
after  dinner  went  to  bed,  Whit;  anxious  to  play  well;  slept  sound 
and  went  to  the  i  heal  re  much  refreshed.  Lrossed  in  good  time, 
was  cool  and  self-posscssi  d,  and  played  with  a  truth,  grace,  and 
energy  that  I  think  should  place  ibis  as  the  best  representation  1 
have  yet  given  of  Macbeth.  '1'be  audience,  proverbially  the  moat 
insensible  and  apathetic  of  any,  seemed  to  feel  it,  for  they  went 
with  the  stream  that  bore  me  on.  arid  became  so  much  excited 
that,  after  much  applause,  they  became  tumultuous  for  my  reappear- 
ance— a  very  unusual  practice  here;  and  at  Clarke's  request  I 
went  on  to  make  my  bow  before  them. 

October  llh. — Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  dressed  leisurely—  p. 
great  tranquilliser  of  the  nerves — and  began  the  part  of  Werner 
with  a  feeling  of  iudispe-itbm  to  the  task;  thought  on  the  neces- 
sity for  exertion  and  pains  in  continuing  my  improvement,  and 
performed  the  character  in  my  very  best  manner,  though  a  little 
checked  and  annoyed  by  the  inattention  of  the  performers.  Had 
the  sense  to  banish  once  or  twice  a  tendency  to  ill-humour,  for 
which  I  feel  thankful.  Dr.  Lardner  came  into  my  room  and 
chatted  with  for  me  some  time. 

October  Hlh,— l''elt  oonsidi  rahly  tired  from  the  exertion  of  last 
night,  and  was  eoo  firmed  in  my  opinion  ol  the  necessity  of  intervals 
of  rest  in  a  week's  labours.  Gave  Marshall  my  dross  for  Sardana- 
palus  to  alter,  and  went  to  rehearsal,  where  I  took  pains  with  my 
character,  and  imped  to  satifsy  myself  as  well  at  night.  Went 
to  the  theatre,  where  I  found  a  most  wretched  Ionise  ;  this  was  a 
sad  surprise  and  damp  to  my  hopes,  as  I  regarded  my  engagement's 
success  as  depending  on  this  night.  It  staggered  me,  but  I 
did  not  permit  it  to  hang  upon  my  spirits,  but  went  through  the 
part  of  Sardanapalus  with  as  much  spirit  as  the  wet  blanket  of 

Mr.  "W ,  a  miserable  pretender  to  Ids  art,  would  allow  to  hurst 

forth ;  and,  indeed,  the  performance  was  a  very  fair  one.  But  the 
house  !  the  house  !— I  was  almost  vexed.  Dr.  Lardner  came  into 
my  room,  and  interested  me  with  an  account  of  the  hospitable 
arrangements  of  r.dinbiirgh,  upon  the  meetings  oft  he  savrtns  there. 
Returning  home  half  fretful  (which  I.  had  no  right  to  be,  for  I 
have  made  a  speculation  which  lias  failed  whilst  others  have 
succeeded),  I  read  the  Kmtaiiier  and,  on  going  to  bed,  a  scene 
fri'iu  liiieine's  '  l.phigenic.' 

October  $t/h— Rose  with  sore  and  almost  fretful  feelings  on  the 
Titter  neglect  I  experience  in  this  place,  but  a  little  reflection- 
looking  to  the  bottom  of  the  page  soon  lighted  my  mind,  and 
■with  the  quotation,  "  Tu  ne  cede  malis,  sod  contra  andentior  Ho," 
&0.,  I  went  cheerfully  to  t ho  work  of  my  toilet.     The  failing-off 
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in  the  week's  revenue  made  mo  think  of  relinquishing  the  plan  I 
had  formed  of  speeding  Saturday  and  Sunday  at,  some  bathing- 
place  in  tlio  neighbourhood,  but  my  state  of  body  seems  to  require 
some  such  restorative.  Wrote  a  little  and  went  to  rehearsal, 
where  I  took  pains,  and  pleaded  myself  with  the  manner  of  going 
through  Virginias.  .Applied  to  Clarke  and  Lewis  to  lot  me  off  from 
Tuesday,  but  I  learn  the  danger  of  ever  yielding  a  straw  to  these 
managers;  they  never  will  i'elliiq<ij(.b  wlia:  they  oneo  obtain. 

Laid  out  my  clothes  for  the  thealrc,  anil  went  there.  Languid, 
oppressed,  and  dispirited,  I  felt  when  dressed  quite  unequal  to 
acting,  and  when  T  saw  the  miserable  house  before  me,  I  sank 
lower  still.  I  ean  bear  up  very  well  against:  indifference  of  this 
sort  until  my  strength  begins  to  decline  under  my  labour,  and 
then  the  body  and  mind  aet  upon  each  other.  I  thought  of  the 
duty  that  was  upon  me  to  try  and  do  my  best,  if  only  to  reap  the 
benefit  of  .study  from  the  night.  I  did  my  best,  and  acted  very 
fairly  the  old  drag,  Yirginius.  Considi  ring  circumstances,  I  can- 
not help  lamenting  my  vi.-it,  whieh  has  sold  for  a  paliry  sum  what 
in  two  more  years  might,  have  been  a-  great  chance. 

I Ji-l.i,ii-.r  IC.'/i.-  -  Went  to  the  rehearsal  (if  YVoIs.ey,  and  felt  my  cold 
very  bad.  Whilst  at,  the  theatre  Clarke  told  me  of  the  Liwpovl 
Mercury,  my  systematic  dekui'.or,  having  lurried  round  and  spoken 
of  me.  as  the  best  actor  of  the  day -this  was  wonderful.  Received 
letter  from  Leicester  about  my  flesh  pantaloons.  Came  home  and 
continued  my  writing;  sent:  tor  the  M'-rcunj,  whieh  I  read.  .Atthe 
theatre  I  found  jnv  eoid  very  troublesome,  being  obliged  to  take  a 
handkerchief  on  the  stage;  aeted  Sardauapalus  hut  lamely  to  a 
very  indifferent  house. 

(Mub'-r  VMii.-  ■  Wolsey  and  "William  Toll.      Od'.hcr  14 Ik.— Werner. 

\()f.UihcT  -Qt't  /'i  Nmviitli::!-  111!,.-  -Lngrtgomenl.  at  Dublin.] 

October  :il.^.--llet  at  Colonel  L'.Aguilars,  Lulwcr,  whom  I  liked 
very  much;  Sir  llussey  Vivian,  whom  T  thought  very  amiable  and 
agreeable:  Major  Forster  -and  Mrs.  Forstcr,  whom  I  was  struck 
with  for  her  anitnalion  and  smartness,  whom  T  should  like  very 
much  as  any  oilier  man's  wife,  though  not  so  well  as  my  own.  I 
passed  a  very  pleasant  day.  Lulwer  vi  us  quite  what  iSiieil  described 
him,  very  good-natured,  and  of  course  intelligent.  I  was  amused 
by  an  anecdote  he  reported  of  Hume  accosting  Lord  Hill  at  tho  fire 
of  Westminster  Hall,  ".My  lord,  my  lord,  t  hero  are.  but  eight  pioneers 
here,  and  the  country  pays  for  leu!"  Sir  11.  Vivian  spoke  with 
great,  confidence  on  the  probable  collision  of  the  two  houses  before 
two  years  hajj  passed,  i  urged  Jiulwer  to  write  a  play ;  he  told 
mo  he  had  written  one,  great  part  of  which  was  lost,  on  the  death 
of  Cromwell.  In  the  drawing-room  f  found  Colonel  Mitchell,  with 
whom  I  got  into  a  h>ng  conversation,  ond  from  whom  i  heard  first 
of  the  basaltic  columns  in  Auvergne.  Saw  Lady  Vivian,  but  eame 
not  near  her.  Got  into  an  amusing  discussion  wilh  a  very  intelli- 
gent naive  young  lady,  Colonel  D'.Aguilar,  and  Mitchell,  on  moral 
philosophy,  in  which  I  was  greatly  entertained  by  tho  young  lady's 
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pertinent  observations  and  acnteness.  Bulwcr  offered  to  set  me 
down,  and  hoped  to  meet  me  in  London. 

NviK-mbir  Wlh.  —Went  to  the  theatre,  where,  on  dressing,  I  was 
seized  with  a  violent  bowel  complaint;  obliged  to  semi  lor  brandy, 
which  affected  my  head.  I  played,  as  might  be  expected,  very 
unequally,  a  waot  of  finish  fiom  a  want  of  eolleetcdness;  but  in 
the  last  scene  ('  Jlaeberh :)  I  was  very  good,  grand  in  my  death — T 
felt  it  My  soul  would  have  lived  on  from  very  foreo  of  will:  death 
cimld  not  have  been  Ht  by  a  xnau  so  resolute  I  o  resist  it. 

November  12'Ji. — "Went  to  the  theatre  collected  and  at  ease,  but 
not  with  that  cet-fainfy  of  preserving  the  Iw.t  awtrMe  that  I  am  in 
the  characters  of  Shake/peun.:  ambitious  of  doing.  I  felt  confident 
of  being  very  fair,  but  not  entirely  Hamlet.  My  performance 
seemed  to  give  great  satisfaction,  and  there  wore  a  great  many 
things  that  I  did  really  well— scenes  that  I  played  well.  Some  of. 
the  first  act  was  good,  hut  wants  improvement  and  finish.  The 
second  act  was  on  the  whole  good,  particularly  the  concluding 
soliloquy,  from  time  and  self-possession.  The  third  act  had  much 
to  praise,  tho  soliloquy,  scene  with  Ophelia,  part  of  advice,  part  of 
closet  scene  ;  the  rest  was  to  me  unsatisfactory.  The  grave-scene 
was  not  good  till  the  entrance  of  Laertes  ;  the  den  i  li  was  very  well, 
and  the  whole  of  the  last  scene.  Caleniff  came  into  my  room,  and 
seemed  quite  satisfied  in  thinking  this  will  be  one  of  my  Dublin 
plays— it  ought  to  be,  for  there  is  mure  thought  in  it  than  in  ail  I 
do.    Supped  on  oysters. 

Nob-ianbfi'  i:Wi.— Went  to  the  theatre  to  rehearse  Lear,  which 
I  did  very  badly,  and,  what  is  worse,  in  a  very  bad  temper; 
ridiculous  as  it  is,  T  really  believe  the  cause  of  it,  at  least  prin- 
cipally, was  the  sight  of  my  neat  book  in  the  dirty  prompter's 
hands,  suffering  wilh  every  turning  of  1  be  leaves.  Road  a  note  for 
tickets  from  Mr.  Macnamara,  and  also  from  Lady  0".  Whitoford. 
Notes  from  James  about  freedom  of  the  city  ami  coat  of  arms,  and 
from  a  young  ass  called  M -wishing  i  t>  play  Edgar  for  my  night. 

JS:oi.".v.ib-.r  17t/'.— Dressed  and  went  on  the  singe  prepared  to  act 
my  best,  and  resolute  to  do  so,  but  such  a  .Babel  ol  a  house  was 
scarcely  ever  heard:  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 'King  Lear' 
and  through  the  interlude  of  the  screen-scene  of  '  School  for 
Scandal'  almost  all  was  dumb  show.  Colonel  D'Aguilar  came 
round  in  despair.  I  had  to  go  on  to  address  them.  I  told  them 
I  had  the  greatest  pleasure  in  playing  before  them  when  tiley 
chose  to  be  an  audit  mv,  and  how  ambitious  T  was  to  uphold  myself 
in  their  opinion.  It  must  have  been  the  only  entertaiimcnt  of  tho 
evening.  I  made  gratuities  to  the  servants,  shook  hands  with 
those  actors  I  saw.  Came  home.  Woulds  call  and  supped,  and  we 
signed  the  agreement  of  partnership.     Quod/dix  sit. 

Soatniihcr  1SH>.   -On  board  fur  'England.     To  Liverpool. 

.  19tt. — Got  on  shore  about  t)  o'clock,  took  a  car  up  to 

the  Angel  Inn,  where  I  breakfasted,  and  read  the  newspaper 
account  of  the  discharge  of  the  "Ministry.     The  question  that  rises 
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to  me  on  this  is  simply,  how  long  will  men  permit  such  an  impious 
and  inequitable  arrangement  as  the  possession  of  power  by  any  one 
man  or -set  of  men  without  the  severest  responsibility? 

Dined  and  went  to  the  theatre  to  see  if  there  was  anything 
decent  there.  The  play  wan  '  Jirutus,'  and  a  bint e  part  of  him  that 
played  it — Tarquinia — all  very  miserable.  A  Miss  Lidcsq,  a 
dancer,  and  a  Mr.  Simpson,  in  an  old  man,  wove  llm  sole  exceptions 
to  the  general  badness  of  lhe  company,  i  iammond,  who  was  a  good 
ucior,  lias  spoiled  himself  by  managing;  let  me  not  forget,  that! 

Lincoln,  Xovembfir  20/7). — '  YirginiUS? 

K'jvi-,-\,Ur  '21ft.--  '  Stranger.' 

22nd. — AVsis  stopped  by  letters,  to  my  great  surprise, 

from  Kunn,  and  from  Mrs.  Macready.  The  first  was  an  attempt  by 
a  proposal,  which  1  did  not.  imderstand,  to  restore- (he  nee'otiatioii  ; 
the  other  was  a  airtf-  hlunrhe  to  act,  in  the  ease  of  auxiliaries,  as  I 
thought  best  for  her  interest.  1  replied  to  I'linn,  iliat  I  was  so  far 
encaged  I  could  make  him  no  direct  answer,  and  that  I  would  wait 
and  see  him  in  town  ;  kept  copy. 

At  dinner  T  proceeded  in  the  perusal  of '  T"!u<:ene  Aram,'  which 
interests  me  extremely,  although  what  ]  knew  of  the  sterner,  more 
terrible,  and  more  vulvar  reality— T  allude  lo  the  vulgarity  of  the 
persons,  and  the  fordid  nature  of  the  iiintire—  contrasted  with  the 
insatiable  thirst  for  knowledge  in  that  extraordinary  man. 

Nimr-mb-.r  2on/. — At  1.0  SI  i.  Robertson  called,  and  having  paid 
my  bill  and  posted  my  letters,  T  got  a.  siVht  of  the  gorgeous  front 
of  the  cathedral  and  the  Heaven's  (late  as  I  passed  down  to  the 
river.  This  canal-like  stream,  the  "William,  embanked  on  both 
sides,  offers  no  variety  of  prospect ;  the  cattle  in  the  water  or 
grazing  along  its  sides,  a  horseman  on  the  hank,  recall  Cuyp  and 
Wouverman  to  one's  recollection,  and  afford  ns  a  guess  at  what 
Holland  must  be.  We  walked  six  miles,  sometimes  turning  to  look 
upon  the  regally-sited  cathedral,  which  alone  is  worth  a  visit  to 
this  city,  and  constantly  enjoying  the  freshness  of  the  brisk  cool 
air,  the  beauty  of  the  morning,  and  our  exhilarating  exercise.  On 
getting  into  the  boat,  which  we  did  by  a  small  one  let  out  from  a 
windlass,  I  reconnoitered  the  cabin,  and  rinding  it  too  close  for  me, 
got  a  seat  to  leeward,  and  proceeded  with  '  hlugcne  Aram :'  I  read 
till  the  light  would  serve  n.e  no  h.-iigc]'.  and.  after  paying  3s.  for  my 
passage,  was  conducted  from  the  In  at  by  II  r.  Kolierison  to  my  inn 
at  Boston.  I  found  the  Qlobe,  which  I  read  through,  and  having 
dined  returned  once  more  to  'Eugene  Aram,' which  I  finished;  it 
has  afforded  me  great  pleasure.  I  took  it  up  in  order  to  see  if  it 
contained  theatrical  effects ;  I  soon  lost  sight  of  all  ideas  of  the 
sort.  I  quarrel  still  with  the  title ;  I  cannot  but  believe  that  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  used  the  material  of  the  story,  and 
have  left  in  its  own  deep  mystery  that  unfathomable  compound  of 
good  and  ill,  of  baseness  and  exalted  sentiments,  which  the  pain- 
fully interesting  and  awful  character  of  Aram  presents  to  us.  But 
the   book  is  beautiful,  full  of  splendid  illustrations,  the  sweetest 
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thoughts,  tlio  tenderest  feelings.  The  ohaiMcrovs  of  Aram,  House- 
man, dear  old  Lester,  arid.  Madeline  are  exquisitely  preserved— it 
cost  me  many  tears. 

.Boston,  A'tivria.ber  21,'h.- — Wont  (o  the  theatre,  mid  was  struck 
during  the  time  of  dressing  ivith  tin;  hollow  sound  of  an  occasional 
voice  or  step.  My  fears  were  realised  by  (be  most,  chilling  aspect 
of  a  house  I  almost  ever  saw.  Still  i  wished  to  use  (lie  night 
as  exercise,  and  though  T  did  not  act  exactly  well,  yet  I  guarded  my 
self  very  much  from  lapsing  into  my  frequent,  vices  of  manner.  I 
was  cross  and  peevish,  which  was  very  impertinent,  and  quite  un- 
provoked, 

Kotinmbcr  2o\'i. — Head  several  stanzas  from  Tusso's  '  Gonisa- 
lemmc,'  and  a  section  in  Cicero's  Offices  on  the  sl.yle  and  character 
of  a  man's  house,  as  applicable  to  to-day  as  when  he  wrote,  I 
was  much  pleased  willi  the  passage  immediately  preceding  it: 
'"liootum  est  anrem,  ctiam  in  iilis  eontentionibus,  qinc  cum  iiiimi- 
cissimis fiunt,  etiaui  si  nobis  indignaauiliairius,  t.ainen  gravitatcm  ro- 
tinere,  iracundiam  repollere.  I'Jutu  enim  eu:n  alin.ua  per  turban  one 
fiunt,  nee  const  an  trr  fieri  pessunl.  nee  iis,  qui  adsuut,  probari."* 

Lw.dk,  November  2Mb.— Ecad  nn  ode  and  part  of  an  epistle  in 
Horace.  Found  on  examining  the  current  in  which  my  thoughts 
set,  that  management  would  never  answer  for  me.  I  have  not 
thai,  management,  of  my  mind  1  hut  would  enable  me  to  dismiss  one 
subject  and  substitute  another.  I  should  lose  my  profession  by 
it;  and  already  I  am  alarmed  at.  its  effects  in  (he  possession  it 
takes  of  my  thoughts. 

Walked  with  "Mr.  IbiborHon  to  the  post-office  anil  to  the  theatre, 
which  answers  aiso  the  double  purpose  of  a  sessions-house— it  is 
not.  (he  worst  I  have  seen. 

Went  to  (he  theatre,  dressed  in  the  magistrates'  room,  "quite 
convenient,"  When  ready  to  go  on  the  stage  Mr.  Robertson 
appeared  with  a  face  fill!  of  dismay  :  he  began  to  apologise,  and  I 
guessed  the  remainder.  "  Dad  house';"  ••  \>;id,  sir,  there's  no 
one!"     "What!    nobody  at  all?"     "Not  ,i,  soul,  sir,   except  the 

Warden's  party  in  the  boxes."    "  What,   the  d 1 !  not  one 

person  in  the  pit  or  gallery ';"  "  Oh,  yes.  there  aro  one  or  two." 
"Are  there  five?"  "Oh,  yes.  five."  "Then  go  on,  we  have  no 
right  to  give  ourselves  airs.  If  the  people  do  not  choose  to  come 
and  see  us,  go  on  at  once!"  Mr.  Robertson  was  astonished  at 
what  he  though!,  my  philosophy,  being  accustomed,  as  he  said,  to 
be  "blown  up"  by  his  xl:i,-;<  when  the  houses  were  had.  I  never 
uefed  Virginius  better  in  all  my  life — good  laste  und  earnestness. 
Smyth,  who  was  contemporary  with  me  at  I'ugby,  and  has  a  living 
in  this  neighbourhood,  came  iu  and  sat  with  me  and  saw  (he  play, 
with  which  ho  was  greatly  pleased. 

*  We  slinidil  pvesorv^  <>Er  own  r,;[o.|-onu-o  ami  avr.i.l  nnircr,  even  ia  contests 
with  mir  strsalpst  ennuis.  i.nd  when  we  mo.  s'..|e,.:i.r,-l  m  the  worst  .invents, 
for  wh.it  is  done  in  rlisiirili'f  cnunot  bo.  ditrniiied,  nor  eon  it  ooaunmnl  ilwlf 
t...  the  n[>proba!ioii  of  the  l>y-Ktou:?ov.-.— Cimro,  Ofliues,  I.  137.— Ed.  TllAsa. 
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December  1st. — 1'njoyed  my  walk  very  much;  wrote  directions 
fur  my  luggage.  Dozed  from  fatigue  a'ter  dinner;  wrote  a  letter 
to  Kenneth,  inn  do  my  toilet,  and  jvent  lo  theatre.  Felt  that  the 
house  was  not  very  good  ;  hut  determined  to  make  a  study  of  the 
night,  which  T  did,  and  certainly  acted  great  purt  of  Hamlet  in  a 
very  true  and  impiv  —  ive  maimer.  I  hit.  upon  t.he  exact  feeling  in 
the  passage,  which  1  have  often  ttiouylit  en,  ,;  He  was  a  man,"  &c. 
My  intercourse  with  lioraiio,  l!o-oneramz,  Guildi'iistem,  &c,  was 
earnest  and  real,  ml  homines.  Indeed  it  was  ii  good  performance, 
Smyth  came  into  my  room  fifr.r-T  (lie  play  ami  talked  of  my  speaking 
the  closet  scene  at  liugby.  He  also  told  me  of  endeavouring  to 
commit  a  poacher.  He  is  a  clergyman  !  Thought  and  calculated 
for  Bath.  Bend  in  Bacino's  '  Esther.' 
J.haimbar  2nd.--'  Stranger.' 
Sheffield,  December  9iA.— '  Virginius.' 

Dixemh-.r  1(W;,— Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  acted  William 
Tell  only  tolerably.  U'aa  n  good  ile;d  distressed  by  the  actors,  im- 
perfect ard  inattentive,  and  once  or  twice  rather  angry  with  them, 
but  very  Kind  to  the  peer  little  child  who  aeted  with  mo,  though 
several  times  di.-enneerlod  by  her ;  hut  this  is  from  having  children 
of  my  own— the  dear  ones ! 

My  dresser  is  a  Benedictine  monk  on  leave  from  the  convent  in 
Ireland  on  account  of  derangement.     His  trade  is  a  tailor. 

1 ) eremMr  lltS, — Went  to  St.  Paul's  Church  to  look  upon  tlio 
spot  where  the  remains  of  my  beloved  mother  lie,  and  breathed  a 
prayer  over  them  for  the  pence  and  virtue  of  nic  and  mine  and  for 
the  welfare  of  my  dear  children,  which  again  and  again.  I  implore 
God  to  grant.  Acted  Werner. 
December  12ft.— '  William  Tell.' 

llriri.'itnii,  December  I8i//.— Went,  to  the  theatre,  where,  in  the 
play  of '  Sard  ana  pains '  not  one  person,  was  perfect,  and  whenever 
T  attempted  effect.  1  was  lolled  ;  i-aiil  f  did  not  |>lay  well,  and  want 
study.  Heard  the  news  of  Mr.  J.  Webster  taking  fright  at  Tllric, 
and  in  consequence  the  play  of  '  Werner'  cannot  bo  done  to- 
morrow—pleas  a  id.  !  Was  told  of  I'olhill  having  retired  from  Drnry 
Lane  on  paying  .t:::U00  ;  this  1  suppose  is  not  the  exact  truth,  or  all 
of  it,  but  there  is  some  truth  in  it. 

December  lQth. — At  the  theatre  I  packed  up  my  hag,  and  de- 
spatched that  and  my  deal  case  to  the  conch  olliee.  Acted 'The 
Stranger'  very  well,  with  reality.  eulleetc  due  >s,"  force,  and  feeling; 
kept  my  eyes,  open  and.  was  careful  throughout.  Mr.  Bow  came  in 
to  pay  me  my  small  earnings,  which  nevertheless  I  take  very 
thankfully,  l'aid  the  servants,  but  forgot  one,  so  wrote  a  note  to 
Mr.  Strickland  to  ask'  it.  to  pay  it  forme. 

lihtree,  Di:ceinh.-i-  30:.':.-  fathered  my  papers  together  prepara- 
tory to  my  departure,  and  .settled  my  accounts  with  Lotitia  and 
self;  bring  the  year's  expenditure  and  receipt  to  a  balance,  for 
which  I  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  to  Almighty  Cod. 
Arranged  the  business  of  to-morrow,  and  endeavoured  to  think  of 
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something  for  the  hiatus  in  the  Bath  season.  Went  out  to  examine 
the  hay-rick,  which  1  found  mo.-d,  :di:iiii-.'iril!y  iiandled,  and  learnt 
that  the  good  Lay  alone  was  In  ken  ;  pave  orders  to  make  them 
take  all  or  none.     Looked  at  i  *  - 1  =.  ■  -  =  s  ;,nd  walked  i""nud  the  garden, 

Oame  in  and  packed  up  my  clothes,  which  occupied  iiig  :i.  consider- 
able time;  finished  tl;rj  arrangement  and  cuttin;:  of  the  book  of 
'King  Henry  V.'bvto  three  acts,  Prepared  my  account  books  for 
next  year,  and  made  my  will,  in  order  ihal  no  mistake  might  be 
niu^c  by  acting  on  my  former  ones. 


1835. 

g'he  following  extracts  are  copied  into  the  beginning  of  the 
iary  for  1835 :] 

Ken  possidentem  mulu  votavma 
Rcctebealum;  recti  us  occupat 
Nomcn  beali,  qui  deorum 
Muneribns  sapienter  uti, 
Puramque  enlist  paupcriera  pati, 
Pojus^iie  leto  tlagitium  timet : 
Kon  ille  pro  caris  amicis 
Aul  patria  timidns  perire.* 

Esto  bonus  miles,  tutor  bonus,  arbiter  idem 
Integer.     Ambiguic  si  quando  citabere  testis 
Jncertajque  rei,  Phalaris  licet  imperat,  ut  sis 
Falsus,  et  admoto  dictet  perjuria  tauro: 
Summum  crede  nefas  animam  pra;ferre  pudori, 
Et  propter  vitam  vivendi  perdere  causas.f 

The  primal  duties  shine  aloft,  like  stars  ; 

'1'hi!  ch;ir:Lics  i.:i;:i  Kuiitbi.',  :u:J  heal,  nnd  bless 

Are  scattered  at  tin;  feet  ui  man      like  flowers,, — Wordsworth, 

*  The  Lord  of  boundless  revenues, 

ii:i  1 1: t«  him  not  ;is  happy  :  no, 

Call  him  the  happy  who  can  use 

The  bounty  that  the  gods  bestow ; 
Can  bear  the  load  of  poverty, 

And  tremble  cot  at  death,  bat.  sin  : 
Wo  recreant  he  when  called  to  die 

In  cause  of"  country  or  of  kin.—  Ominqlon. 

Horace,  Ad  I.oUiim,  4i.h  "ilk.  Ode  IX. 
f  Be  a  good  soldier,  and  a  guardian  just, 
An  upright  judge.      If  ia  a  doubtful  cause 
As  witness  called,  tlmiiijh  1'halaris  command 
Falsehoods,  rind  dictate  perjury,  h:s  buli 
At  hr.nd  to  fc:i]'t.\re,  i:,-!J  it  in t':!.in::-us 
Life  to  prefer  to  honour,  and,  for  sake 
Of  living,  sacrifice  the  ends  of  life.— Ed.  TnANS. 

Juvenal,  8th  Sat,  v.  79. 
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Bath,  January  ht. — With  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  His 
past  bounties,  and  v,\\\\  jir^yoi-s  fur  continuance  of  Ilia  mercies 
to  me  and  mine,  1  begin  this  year.  That  it  may  plcaso  Him  to 
let  me  profit  by  the  experience  of  those  T  have  lived,  and  restrain 
my  remaining  years  within  tho  bounds  of  temperance  and  pru- 
dence, educating  my  children  in  1 1  is  faith  and  love  and  fear,  and 
bequeathing  to  them,  through  His  meroy,  the  means  of  comfort 
and  an  honourable  example.    Amen. 

January  uth. ■■  -Went  to  theatre  and  fell  into  ill-humour  with  the 
old  and  incapable  hair-dresser :  dismissed  him,  but  sent  for  him 
again,  not  wishing  to  di-tress  or  offend  him.  He  made  a  figure 
of  me !  I  acted,  as  I  thought,  tlic  lirst  scene  of  '  Macbeth '  well, 
but  the  audience  were  perfectly  apathetic,  and  in  tho  second 
became  vulgarly  unquiet.  This  unhinged  me,  and  I  did  not 
recover  myself  the  whole  night.  I  am  ready  to  ascribe  the 
great ci'  .share  of  blame  to  myself,  but  the  audience  were  like  no 
other  I  ever  saw  ;  (hoy  did  not  notice  me  on  my  first  entrance — 
on  the  bridge — and  very  indifferently  after  wards.  I  acted  very 
ill,  but  better  than  such  an  audience  deserved,  which  is  not  saying 
much.     The  piny  was  c-a'elkntiy  done. 

January  ii-'i. — Occupied  nt  the  theatre  from  ten  till  quarter  past 
three— saw  old  Mr.  Taylor,  who  seemed  very  sanguine,  good  old 
man,  about  the  success  of  the  speculation,  I  certainly  am  not. 
On  a  rough  calculation  of  my  expectations  from  the  prospect 
afforded  by  the  present  receipts,  T  think  the  chances  are  rather 
against  a  balance  in  favour  than  for  it,  and  if  in  favour  I  think  it 
must  be  very  sneill,  find  not.  at.  all  worth  my  time  and  trouble.  Dixi. 

January  1th. — 'Werner.' 

Wi.— Acted  Othello -with  a  feeling  of  havingno  sympathy 

from  my  audience ;  thought  myself  deficient  in  earnestness  and 
spirit,  but  do  not  regret  having  done  it,  as  it  was  a  useful  re- 
hearsal to  me.  I  never  saw  the  '  Senate '  put  so  well  upon  tho 
Stage.  I  think  I  may  play  Othello  well,  but  the  prescriptive 
criticism  of  this  country,  in  looking  for  parlieuluT  points  instead 
of  contemplating  one  entire  character,  abates  my  confidence  in 
myself.  Mr.  Woulds  told  me  that  he  had  heard  from  Mr.  Field 
of  general  discontent  at  the  prices  being  restored.  The  house 
to-night  was  wretched,  but  what  could  be  expected  at  such  a 
time? 

Janwiru  '.)th.— Heard  from  Mr.  Woulds  the  account  of  the  first 
week's  balance,  which  was  very  satisfactory,  licad  tho  news- 
paper, and  to  my  astonishment  and  satisfaction  saw  T'alfourd 
member  for  Reading ! 

January  10th. — '  William  Tell.'     January  12th.—'  Virginius.' 

lZth.—'  Werner.' 

15th. — Went    into    box-office,    and    was    surprised   and 

gratified  to  see  so  excellent  a  box-sheet,  which  T  hope  is  an  omen 
of  future  success.  Coming  to  my  lodgings  1  amused  myself  with 
my  darling  children,  and  alter  dinner  sent  a  note  to  Mr.  Woulds, 
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reminding  hint  of  some  chairs  required  in  the  farce.  Read  my 
part,  which  I  was  anxious  In  play  well. 

Acted  Henry  V,  more  !roo:l-humouredly  than  1  have  ever  done, 
and  with  very  considerable  spin!-,  and  much  self-possession.  1. 
was  once  out  in  a  response,  tbruufih  anxiety  about  tlio  general 
effect.  After  the  play  went  into  tbe  private  box  where  Catherine 
was  sitting,  and  saw  two  acts  of  '  Married  Life'  with  her.  Was 
very  much  pleased  to  see  so  good  a  house. 

J'trni.arij  16/A. — The  receipt  of  last  nijrht  was  so  good,  ^at  ^ 
lias  very  much  raised  my  hopes  as  to  the  success  of  the  season. 

January  11th. — '  Lear.' 

ldlh. — Saw  Powton  .it  rehearsal,  who  complimented  mo 

on  Lear,  and  gave  me  to  understand  that  my  assumption  of  age 
was  good,  which  much  pleased  me.  During  the  rehearsal,  with 
which  I  took  much  pain;.  I  laid  by  and  put  out  my  clothes: 
returned  much  fatigued,  bavin;;-  been  eratiticd  with  the  sight  of 
a  very  fair  box-sheet,  "Went,  to  the  theatre,  where,  whilst  I  was 
dressing,  Sianfieid  came  in  to  see  me.  lie  gave  me  a  sad  account 
of  Bunn,  whom  he  had  left,  and  hoped  1  should  not  return  to 
London  this  season— also  of  the  laceration  of  Wallack  by  the 
newspapers,  which  he  seemed  to  think  exceeding  in  severity. 
Was  quite  disposed  to  act  ifoispur  well  on  every  account,  and 
spoke  tho  two  first  speeches  better  than  T  ever  did  before,  but 
Worcester  was  imperfect  and  knocked  me  up ;  Lady  Percy,  the 
same  ;  Sir  E.  Vernon,  the  fame,  1  made  (bo  best  of  it  I  could, 
and  the  fight  rallied  the  house.  Powton  was  the  T'alstaff.  Was 
angry  at  the  slovenly  state  of  the  play.  Spoke  to  Mr.  Woultls 
about  noticing  the  behaviour  of  the  defaulters,  hut,  as  usual,  the 


January  24th. — Lord  Townley. 

To  Bristol,  January  2i-th. — Went  to  the  theatre,  and  acted  Mac- 
beth extremely  well,  with  earnestness,  care,  and  feeling:  never 
before  spoke  the  '■  To-morrow  and  to-morrow  "  with  such  truth. 

I>owton(!)  made  a  complaint:  (lint  his  mime  was  in  smaller  letters 
than  mine,  ami  wrote  ibu  same  to  the  prompter. 

\ January  30.'.';.  to  Gtii  I'cbyi'.urt/.—Ciinimwd  eim;- moment  at  Bristol 
and  Bath.} 

Manchester,  F-hruary  13'/;.  Went  to  the  theatre,  and  was  pleased 
to  see  so  good  a  house.  I.  should  have  got  much  mere  hy  sharing 
—no  matter  :  it  is  very  well,  thank  God !  Acted  well  Werner,  and 
was  very  much  applauded. 

February  \hf.h.—\  made  up  the-  east,  of  next,  week's  business  at 
Eat.b,,  settled  ail,  and  wrote  Use  heading  of  the  bill,  which  T  inclosed 
to  Mr.  "Would  s.  Received  letters  with  receipts  and  balance  tip  to 
Friday  at  Bath ;  from  Mr.  Pox,  respecting  the  MS.  play  sent  to 

me,  in  whose  letter  Catherine  wrote  a  hasty  greeting. 

February  16th.— '  Werner.'     Fibrwa-y  17th. — '  Sardanapalus.' 
— —  ISfli. — Arrived  at  Halifax.     Went  to  rehearsal ;    poor 

Guildenstern  had  only  one  eye.    From  rehearsal,  one  of  the  actors, 
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Mr.  Nanfz,  wont  with  me  to  show  me  fhe  Gibbet  Hill,  where  the 
stone  on  which  the  criminals  laid  their  hca'is  is  si  ill  visible,  though 
deeply  embedded  in  earth:  Jrovn  thence  lie  accompanied  me  to  a 
pnblic-hoiise,  formerly  tlio  gaol,  and  now  called  the-  Jail  Inn, 
where  the  blade  of  I  he  uve,  called  tfio  Maiden,  wus  shown  to  me; 
it  is  very  like  the  blade  of  a  spado  with  two  holes  in  it.  pa  Not 
so  weighty  as  "f  should  suiijia't  its  olliee  would  require.  4r 

To  MancJiestcr,  FJiruexryVMh.  -Went,  to  the  thoat  re, acted  Werner 
in  my  very  best  manner.  The  house,  which  was  good,  and  would 
have  been  very  line  but  for  the  weather,  evidently  came  to  see  the 
play.  They  gave  their  deepest  attention  and  applause,  which  I 
strove  to  deserve  from  them ;  I  was  often  very  real.  A  letter  from 
dear  Catherine.  Packed  up  some  of  my  boxes.  Took  place  to 
liinningimm.     Sent  papers  to  Smith  and  Forster. 

February  2<~}f.k.  — 1  went  to  see  Mr.  David  Unit's  cotton-mill ;  the 
machinery  for  carding  the  wool,  for  spinning,  winding,  ia  most 
wonderful,  but  the  sight  of  so  many  young  people,  confined  to  such 
monotonous  labour  jo  such  an  atmosphere,  and  the  reflection  on 
the  quantity  of  human  life  and  hitelleet  that  is  Tims,  like  part  of 
the  machinery,  worn  away,  was  very  painful. 

To  Whitworth's  machinery  manufactory.  The  methods  of  plan- 
ing iron, making  iron  norms,  and  above  all,  The  machine  for  making 
pins,  were  so  many  wonders  to  me,  delighting  as  they  surprised 
mo.  The  two  pieces  of  iron,  of  surfaces  so  exactly  similar  that 
they  adhered  on  being  placed  together,  and  revolved  upon  a  hair 
plaeed  between  them,  was  an  interesting  instance  of  a  philosophical 
truth.  We  proceeded  to  Dyer's  machinery  for  making  Hie  cards 
for  cotton.  Here  was  another  wonder  and  delight.  Called  in  at 
the  "Lloyd's"  of  rda.ncheskr,  a  very  liamlnome.  room  with  excellent 
accommodation.  Heard  the  cheering  news  of  Sir  R.  Peel's  defeat 
in  Aborcromby's  election  (as  Speaker).  Went  to  the  theatre,  where 
I  fonnd  letters  from  Letty  in  a  frank  from  Vorstcr  inclosing  a 

request  from  Mr.  W ,  formerly  30ih   tool,  to  procure  him  any, 

the  humblest  situation  in  some  theatre,  so  dnadiully  was  he  reduced 
by  his  extravagance  and  thoughtlessness. 
February  21st.— To  Pirmingham. 

Ibdh,  Fcbrwry  '?.'iii<i.— Left  Fiinniiigham  at  quarter  past  seven, 
and  passed  a  very  unintere.-iin^  day;  nothing  in  the  passengers 
and  the  country  through  which  we  passed  to  awaken  thought,  except 
a  glance  or  two  at  Malvern  and  the  church  at  Promsgrove,  which 
seemed  worth  looking  at.  Went:  over  the  two  parts  of  Ford  and 
Gambia;  took  up  the  Globe  at  Ulouooster,  where  I.  road  the  Tory 
and  Reforming  statements  of  the  "  gloom"  and  "  ecstasies"  into 
which  the  vote  on  the  Speakership  had  thrown  the  count ly.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  real  ground  on  which  this  question  is  based  is 
this— whatever  it  may  ori;v::ially  have  been,  vhei  iu.r  a  question  of 
party  orprinr.iple,  it  was  now  made  a  test  of  political  principle  by 
the  importance  which  the  Tory  advocates  gave  to  it,  and  the 
clamour  they  raised  in  anticipating  their  certain  triumph.  Came 
on  to  Bristol.    A  Mr.  John  Smith,  of  the  Lic-r/-<;d  Mercury,  claimed 
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acquaintance  with  me;  he  was  civil,  l>ut  I  never  saw  the  man 
before.  Was  obliged  to  wait  at  Bristol  for  a  ooiveh,  which  brought 
me  to  Bath  by  ten  o'clock.  Found  dear  Catherine  ami  children 
quite  ■well.  A.  letter  from  Letitia.  '1' allied  much.  Tired;  to 
bed. 

t'tlirtiary  '13rd.-  Gambia.  Went  to  rehearsal,  where  I  found 
the  play  in  .ivory  disgraceful  Male  — was  detained  by  it  to  a  late 
hour.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woulds  wished  to  speak  to  me ;  they  did 
speak  an  "  infmilo  deal  of  nol iiii;jj-T"  which  ended  in  his  declaration 
of  his  intention,  drawn  out  by  his  wife's  cork  screwing  demands 
upon  his  speech,  to  retain  the  management  upon  I  ho  original  foot- 
ing. I  could  not  escape  from  them  till  four  o'clock:  I  then  passed 
through  the  lobby,  where  T  saw  the  box-book— the  front  rows 
were  not  filled  !  Despairing  and  worn  down  in  spirit,  I  came  to 
my  lodgings ;  dined  ;  without  time  to  rest  returned  to  the  theatre, 
where  i  acted  Gambia  in  the  'Slaves'  really  well— earnestly  and 
really.  The  house  was  a  few  shillings  over  £50 !  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woulds  again  detained  me;  I  recommended  urging  the  season  to 
a  close  with  all  possible  speed.  They  still  seemed  to  hesitate,  but 
my  mind  is  made  up. 

February  2 6th.— Hamlet.     Kbruary  2S<i.— BobEoy. 
llrkki},  Miirc/t  2 ml.— Acted  IVaiulot  in  my  very  best  manner  to  a 
very  good  house,  and  in  my  own  voice.    Saw  Mr.  Lovell;  talked 
with  him  about  bis  play. 
Marcli  Hth—  Eob  Boy. 

Bath,  March  6th. —  Oakley.     March  Itli.— Sardanapalus. 
Jirhi.il,  March  >.<lh. — Took  a  ily  up  to  the  M— 's,  where  T  found 

an  early  dinner  prepared.      Before  M 's  arrival,  Mrs.  M 

communicated  to  me,  a  piece  of  information  that,  surprised  and 

grieved  me :    no  other  than  that  Mr.  M ■  had  lately  been  in 

frequent  conversation  with  one:  of  Irvine;' s  followers,  and  bad  been 
brought  to  believe  in  his  doctrine  -deehiring  that  this  was  the 
"Truo  Church."  How  extraordinary  and  bnicn'ahle  it  is  that  this 
trick  and  trado  of  men,  called  doctrine,  should  so  bewilder  the 
understanding  and  occupy  the  minds  of  men,  which  ought  to  be 
concentrated  on  the  endeavour  to  enlarge  their  eo  in  prehension  to 
a  due  conception  of  the  infinite  love  and  power  of  the  Creator,  and 

upon  the  zealous  labour  of  o^fonni,'  iiivo  I  Ins  must  acceptable  kind 
of  adoration— which  is  by  ascertaining  and  rigidly  acting  on  the 

best  system  of  morals.     I  dined  and  remained  till  five,  when  M 

brought  me  to  the  theatre  in  his  carriage.,  ami  took  leave  of  me. 
I  acted  very  fairly  the  Stranger  ami  J.'otruchiotoa  very  fair  house. 
Daniel  came  in  to  say  farewell.  The  audience  called  forme,  and 
would  not  be  content.  I  had  to  go  on  in  my  travelling  dress  and 
take  my  leave  of  them.  Made  gratuities  to  the  servants,  and  left 
wiih  regret,  dear  old  Bristol. 

j;<dh~  March  10th.— Henry  IV. 

March  If).' ■■'■■.— Torsi  or  told  me  of  Talfourd  having  completed 
a  tragedy  called  '  Ion.'  What  an  extraordinary,  what  an  inde- 
fatigable man! 
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H-ilklmry,  March  107ft.— Tried  to  act  Macbeth,  but,  "confusion 
V  Lady!"  it,  was  too  farcical,  and  would  have  been  good  as 


onward  life,  indi spendable  to  secure  my  biased  children's  indepen 
dencc,  makes  more  uncertain  iho  fulnlment  of  ray  desire  to  watch 
over  and  direct  their  education;  but  the  consideration  of  the  truth 
condensed  in  the  precept, 

"  To  thine  own  self  be  trne ; 
And  it  must  follow,  as  the  night  the  day. 
Thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  auy  man," 

has  comforted  and  reassured  me. 

March  llth.- — After  rehearsal  I  walked  to  ISrndie's  shop,  the 
bookseller,  printer,  hank'.-:',  member  of  parliament.  &c,  of  this  city. 
I  like  to  sec  such  a  choice.  TSought.  guide  and  history  of  Salisbury, 
and  experienced  great  attention  from  the  gentlemen  in  the  shop  ; 
read  the  papers  there.  "Went  to  the  next  door  to  see  a  Oothic 
banquetting-hall,  which  had  been  .many  years'  built  up,  but  was 
now  restored  to  its  original  form  and  decoration  ;  it  was  very 
interesting  as  the  hall  of  a  merchant,  end  shows  the  wealth  of  this 
citv  in  earlier  times. 

March  18th,— Hamlet,     March  lOW,- Werner. 

Snliiibu-n/  to  London,  March  2<7A. -■■■Called  at  Brodie's,  where  I 
bought  a  book  of  extracts  from. Tlrydcn  to  read  on  my  journey.  The 
gentleman  in  the  slop  was,  as  before,  extremely  obliging,  gave  mo 
the  papers  to  read,  and  chatted.  I  parted  with  him  after  he  had 
taken  down  at  his  request  my  address,  (but  ho  might  send  mea 
newspaper.  Returning  to  n:y  lodgings  paid  a  vi.ry  extortionate 
bill  and  made  gratuities  to  the  servants'.  Tope  {the  actor),  1 
perceive,  is  dead — tin  ;,■;'„>■  ,'«.■.',;  r,!.l  vi.-i  boi-n-yn.  The  coach  called  for 
me,  and  looking  occasionally  at  the  beautiful  spire  of  the  cathedral, 
and  at  some  rude  fort.ih cations  en  the  road,  my  day  was  occupied 
with  Dryden,  most  tranquilly  and  pleasingly.  Few  of  his  poems 
are  completely  unexceptionable,  but  what  transcendent  passages 
are  to  be  found  in  almost  all!  The  opening  of  the  ode  on  Mrs. 
Anne  Killigrew,  many  lines  in  it.  and  the  e^ose  are  of  the  highest- 
order;  on  the  death  of  Lady  Abingdon;  the  death  of  Arcite; 
Oymon:  indeed  all  his  more  linishod  works  are  full  of  power  and 
beauty.-  He  fails  most  where  lie  seems  to  endeavour  to  compete 
with  Shakespeare;  what  mere  conceit  is  his  passage  on  Death 
after  Claudio's  free/im;  guess  at  its  horrors!  He  afforded  me 
great  amusement,  and  1  hope  some  instruction.  I  did  not  quite 
agree  in  his  crit.ieism  on  Horace  and  Juvenal,  but.  that  is  probably 
from  my  imperfect  acquaintance  with  them.  Reached  Loudon  in 
good  time. 

'Khtrce,  March  'Xh-d.— My  dear  boy  continuing  unwell,  and 
Catherine  uneasy  and  trying  .experiments  in  medicine  on  him,  I 
thought  it  hetier  to  send  hint  at  once  to  town.  Horses  were  sent 
for,  and  the  party  set  off. 
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I  took  up  the  nmd  of ' 'IVlluim '  again,  which  interested  mo  less 
from  its  story  than  from  the  maxims  ami  deductions  which  the 
reader  is  enabled  to  draw  I'som  ir,  among  these,  not  among  the 
least  profitable,  if  wall  -vs-(.-it^h«d  tint!  duly  acted  on,  is  that  wise 
remark,  "Common  sense  never  quarrels  with  anyone."  Oil,  that 
I  had  early  received  the  benefit  of  such  wise  inculcations !  Cathe- 
rine, Letty,  and  children  returned,  bringing  with  them  medicine, 
&c,  and  a  Salisbury  paper  lor  mi;  with  a  criticism  of  the  most 
do  true  ting  character.  I  thought  the  incivility  of  tho  sender,  the 
superintendent  of  Mr.  Erodie's  shop,  quite  inexcusable:  I  was 
annoyed  by  it  and  by  the  article.  Ought  I  to  look  at  news- 
papers? they  irritate  and  pidn  me,  as  affecting  in  a  degreo  my 
income.  Should  I  not,  with  ■'  my  wing  on  the  wind  and  my  eye 
on  the  sun,'"  go  onward,  right,  on,  witliout  looking  for  or  heeding 
aught  Wive  what  1  feel  affircls  my  interest?  I  very  soon  dismissed 
it.     .finished 'f'f.lhain.'  whii.di  t  think  a  very  useful  book, 

jlajii,  March  'lAth.— "Wolsey. 

Exeter,  M'irvJ,  3  <th. — i  begin  to  despair  of  obtaining  that  mastery 
over  myself  which  1  owe  to  myself,  to  my  children,  and  to  society. 
It  is  no  excuse  nor  plea  that  I  suffer  so  keenly  as  I  do  from  regret 
and  shame  at  my  own  intemperance.  I  feel  the  folly,  the  madness, 
the  provoking  extravagance  of  my  behaviour,  treating  men  like 
slaves,  and  asm  mine:  a  power  over  them  which  is  most  unjustifi- 
able and  most  dangerous,  and  yet  eontriHon  ami  slinging  reflection 
seem  to  have  no  power  in  the  punishment  they  inllict  or  of  pro- 
ducing amendment,  I  do  not  wish  to  harbour  one  ungrateful 
thought,  for  though  my  pv.Mii'  life  is  far,  fur  from  happy,  yet  my 
domestie  happiness  is  more  than  en  equipoise  to  its  annoyances  ; 
yet  I  cannot  think  of  my  education,  and  the  ills  derived  from 
the  counsel  and  example  afforded. mo,  without,  heart  ielt.  repinings. 
To  God  Almighty  I  lilt  my  prayer,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  subdue 
this  hateful  and  degrading  vice  of  temper,  so  as  to  help  my  blessed 
children  in(the  first  best  worldly  endeavour  of  governing  their  own 
words. 

April  1st— Hamlet.     April  3 r, J.— Werner. 

tit  dree,  April  iitk.-  Saw  inthe  newspaper  the  death  of  Dr.Maton, 
a  loss  to  his  country,  and  individually  to  me  a  great  one  from  the 
confidence  I  had  in  ills  skill,  and  the  gratitude  with  which  I  have 
ever  remembered  him.  He  saved  my  life,  ).  firmly  believe,  in  my 
very  serious  illness. 

AprU&tlt. — '.deceived  n  lei  ior  from  lit- .  Smith,  of  Xorwioll,  offering 
to  share  then;  alter  .£15  a  night,  which  1  accepted. 

April  10th. — [Visil  to  ileiiine,  at:  Cray  ford.]  • 

litk. — Wrote  an  answer  (copied)  to'  Mr.  Eunn,  declining 

to  perform  in  London  this  season,  a  resolution  which  I  formed 
upon  long  deliberation  and  taking  every  view  I  could  of  my  own 
situation.  . 

Wrote  to  Tleotham,  inclosing  my  nceotmt.  -with  liunn.  Again  I 
Lave  cause  of  thankfulness  for  this  useful  and  excellent- habit  of 
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registering  mv  proceedings.  Wrote  to  Geo.  Robins,  requesting 
him  to  arbitrate  cm  Mr.  Ifimn's  disputed  payment.  Worked  in  the 
garden,  weeding,  tor  about  an  hour  and  a  "half,  "my  faithful  dog 
bearing  mo  company."  Bead  Yaiibrugh's  play  of  'iEsop'  and 
part  of  '  The  Eelapse.' 

April.  Villi. — Received  lcttsr  from  Mr.  liunji.  offering  me  £30  per 
week  to  act  four  nights  in  the  week  and  half  a  clear  benefit. 
Considered  all  the  motives  flint  my  desire  to  form  a  right  judgment 
eonlil  suggest,  and  thought  it  unndri.-'ablc  to  appear  in  London 
under  tile  circumstances  of  the  present  season.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  see  the  path  moat  lilte'y  to  iea.el  to  stood  for  my  own  and  my 
dear  family  a  sake;  I  hope  in  God  that  I  have  chosen  it.  I  wrote 
to  decline  the  offer. 

Xoi'niu'Ji,  April  'iCll:. — After  dinner  reposed,  and  strove  to  keep 
my  mind  fixed  on  Macbeth;  1  felt  it  was  my  business,  and  acted 
parts  of  it  well — the  soliloquy  before  the  murder;  part  of  the 
dogger  and  the  murder  scene  ;  the  banquet  part  of  the  scene  of 
queen's  death ;  and  the  last  scene. 

I  felt  the  benefit  of  taking  pains. 

April  21st. — iiead  two  Odes  of  Horace  (' Tyrrheiia  regum  pro- 
genies' and  'Exogi  tuniumrnium'),  at  breakfast.  The  first  is  an 
especial  favourite  :  it  is  poetry  of  the  best,  kind,  the  best  feelings, 
and  glimpses  of  pictures  that  wile  the  imagination  to  other 
scenes  and  climes.  Part  of  it  is  an  authority  for  my  reflections- 
of  yesterday.  "Quod  adest,  memento  eotuponore  cequus."  "Ille 
potens  sui  l.'otuscpte  deget,  out  beet  in  diem  dixisso,  Vixi,"&c. 

April  22-nd.  .Read  yt:  breakfast  the  beautiful  ode  of  Horace 
'Ad  Lolliurn,  Ode  IX.  Eook  4.  How  much  do  I  desire  to  obtain 
that  "  animus  seen  ed  is  ienqtonhus  dnbiisqiie  rectus  '."  The  con- 
cluding sianzas  1  have  prefixed  to  this  diary;  tliey  really  delight 
me.  Walked  for  about:  an  hour  and  a  hale  and  thought  occasionally 
on  Hamlet. 

Kcad  with  the  dictionary  one  or  two  siau'/iis  of  Tyss«,  and,  with 
an  earnest  desire  of  acting  Hamlet  well,  lay  down  on  tho  bed  after 
dinner  striving-  to  keep  it  in  my  mind.  Went  refreshed  and 
rather  confident  to  the  theatre,  but  very  much  disappointed  in  my 
own  performance.  I  might  find  an  excuse  for  my  inability  to 
excite  the  audience  in  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  where  the 
audience  was,  but  T  allow  no  pica  or  reservation  in  the  question  of 
playing  as  I  ought  or  not  I  did  not  satisfy  myself.  My  only 
consolation  was  that,  though  provoked  once  or  twice,  I  manifested 
not  the  slightest  appearance  of  anger,  liow  is  it  that,  with  the 
pains  and  precaution  I  take,  I  should  thus  disappoint  myself? 
Am  I  too  fastidious  and  loo  careful  'i  Were  I  less  so  what  would 
become  of  me? 

In  the  opening  speeches  to  the  king  and  queen  I  was  better  ilum 
usual — more  direct,  and  with'niorc  meaning  and  true  feeling.  My 
soliloquy  was,  at:  least  the  latter  part  of  it,  flurried,  not  well 
discriminated,  not  well  given  in  regard  to  action  — it  wants  finish 
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and  study.  The  scone  with  Horatio,  etc.,  still  requires  study  and 
earnestness;  the  interview  with  and  address  to  the  Ghost,  re- 
arrangement,  except  the  latter  part,  which  I  did  well  to-night. 
The  last  scene  of  the  first  act  was  amended  to-night,  but  needs 
study,  finish,  clear  discrimination. 

Act  second— scene  with  Pol oni us— more  ease,  abstraction,  and 
point;  with  Iioscncrantz  and  Guikion.stem,  more  ease  and  dignity 
and  purpose;  with  the  players,  mure  point  and  discrimination. 
The  soliloquy  also  requires  a  little  finish. 

Act  third— soli Io (pi y  requires,  anil  always  will  require,  study 
and  practice.  I  was  pretty  well  to-night;  with  Ophelia,  a  little 
softening  and  practice;  wit.ii  ihe  players,  throughout,  rearrange- 
ment and  study;  the  sceno  with  Horatio,  a  little  more  melancholy 
and  tenderness.  The  music,  beginning  j>.\i;to,  is  very  good,  the  play- 
scene  is  good,  and  the  remamikr  o:  the  net.  Thc'eloset  rcquires'a 
lillle  revision  ami  correcting. 

Act  fourth— try  over  that  scene  often. 

Act  fifth— requires  much  earnest ness  and  much  study  ;  it  was, 
as  a  whole,  the  best  part  of  Hie  play  to-night. 

April  23rtf.—  I  must  not  forget  an  anecdote  Mr.  Simpson  told 
me  of  Madame  Schrocder,  which  evinces  clearly  the  love  of  then- 
arc  with  which  the  German  actors  are  inspired.  Ho  asked  her, 
after  the  play  of  'Komeo  and  Juliet,'  how  she,  who  eould  so 
delineate  the  sublime  ebaraeloi-o;"  Lady  .Macbeth,  could  condescend 
to  represent  one  so  inferior  as  Lady  Capulet  7  "  Condescend,"  she 
replied,  "  is  it  not  Shakespeare  I  acted  V 

April  25th. — Yirginius. 

Lyndon,  May  ls(.— From  chambers  took  cab  to  St.  James's 
Square.  Dined  at  the  Windham  (the  best  club  in  London)  with 
Lardner,  and  went  with  htm  to  the  .Royal  "Institution,  "Was  very 
much  interested  by  the  lecture  on  I J  alley's  comet,  and  pleased  with 
Lardner's  delivery, 

Elstree,  May  5th.— On  eoming  down  read  the  fye.dator,  the  direct 
meaning  and  reasoning  tone  of  which  newspaper  pleased  me.  Spent 
sometime  about  the  garden  and  house  nil  airs,  and  had  the  satis- 
faction of  dismissing  an  intention  I  had  formed  of  expending  some 
money  on  a  piece  of  drawing-room  furniture ;  resolved  to  dispense 
with  it,  and  am  pleased  with  my  resolution.  Thought  on  my  affairs. 
Began  the  perusal,  as  an  exercise  for  the  improvement  of  my" 
delivery  and  critical  judgment,  of  Milton's  great  poem. 

May  7th.— Bead  Talfourd's  tragedy  of  '  Ion ;'  pleased  with  the 
opening  scenes,  and,  as  T  proceeded,  arrested  and  held  by  the 
interest  of  the  story  and  the  characters,  as  well  as  by  the  very 
beautiful  thoughts,  and  the  very  noble  ones,  with  which  the  play 
is  interspersed.  How  delightful  to  read  his 'dedication  to  his 
master  and  benefactor,  Dr.  Valpy,  and  the  gentle  outpourings  of 
Ids  affectionate  heart  towards  his  fiiomls  and  associates!  If  one 
did  not  love,  one  would  envy  such  a  use  of  such  abilities. 

Continued  the  perusal  of  'Van  Artcvelde,'  in  which  I  find  so 
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much  to  please  mo.  I  know  few  scenes,  imm  dramatic  than  that 
between  Arfevclde  .and  Van  Jim  JWiit.h —  anil  nothing  of  its  kind 
superior  to  Clam's  description  of  Ukenheim. 

May  *6!li. — Opened  Herodotus,  which.  I  bc;,-au  with  much  care, 
reading  the  iiccuiint  of  the  hostilities  between  the  Persians  and 
the  Greeks.  I  then  read  the  story  of  Iphis  and  Anaxareto  in 
Ovid's  'Metamorphoses;1  was  impatient  of  tlie  silly  nonsense 
which  some  commentator  Las  appended  in  the  poetry  in  the  shape 
of  notes — it  is  (he  conceit  of  stupidity.  Continued  my  perusal 
of  Milton,  reading  the  notes,  and  £o:n;;  through  the  text  with  a 
loud  voice. 

After  dinner  resumed  'Philip  Van  Artevolde,'  the  first  volume 
of  which  I  finished.  How  much  is  there  of  deep  thought  in  it! 
how  much  to  awaken  ami  f  i  iinulale  thought  in  the  reader!  Tho 
song  of  Elena,  tho  description  of  her  mind,  its  growth,  its  single- 
ness,  and  the  intensity  of  her  Jove,  the  effects  of  its  disappoint- 
ment, tho  defci-ipiii.ii  of  the  iigiil:  and  vain-hearted  youth,  and 
her  remembrance  of  her  native  ttaly.  arc  all  beautiful. 

Bath,  May  12th.— Humiliated  on  tho  sore  subject  of  my  ex- 
penses; and  certainly  were  I  not  hampered  wi!h  ilio  lease  of  my 
house,  I  would  leave  it :  as  it  is  I  do  not  well  know  what  to  do. 
A  case  of  self-interest  la-ought  io  my  juiiui  the  counterpart  of  the 
case  of  a  graduated  property-tax,  and  feeling  in  my  own  pierson 
the  injustice  of  such  a  scale,  T  am  obliged  to  apply  it  where  tho 
argument  makes  for  Die.  A  graduated  pro  perl  y-tax  is  an  injustice. 
Foublanuue  is  right. 

Worcester,  May  \'\tk.— Arrived  about  five,  and  after  looking  at 
my  rooms  proceeded  to  the  theatre;  could  not  gain  admission, 
and  had  to  wait  about  a  quarter  of  an  lioitr  in  a  public-house  for 
the  arrival  of  the  housekeeper.  Unpacked  and  dressed;  though 
the  rain  poured  down  the  house  was  very  good,  and  I  acted 
Virginius  very  well  and  without  any  anger  at  all.  It  was  very 
decently  dime:  only  llentatus  had  put  a  surplice  over  his  street 
clothes,  and  put  part  of  a  sheep's  lhn.ee  on  his  chin  for  a  beard. 
Mr.  Bennett  paid  me,  and  I  came  to  the  Star,  where  I  read  tho 

May  lith.—  At  I'ershoro  a  Frenchman  got  into  the  coach,  very 
good-natured  and  intelligent  ;  ho  was  taking  specimens  from  his 
garden  to  cotilest  some  of  I  lie  prizes  at  the  horticultural  meeting 
at  Evesham,  lie  settled  in  Worcestershire  from  its  resemblance  Io 
Normandy;  he  mentioned  that,  when  an  englishman  speaks  French 
very  well,  so  well  as  to  deceive  :i  Frenchman,  his  pronunciation 
approaches  the  Gascon  dialect:  more  elescly  than  any  other. 

.London,  May  21>./:.— Called  at  Forstei's  chambers  to  arrange 
with  him  a  visit  to*  Mr.  Maclisc. 

Accompanied  Forster  to  Mr.  Maeli.-e's  lodgings — found  him  a 
young,  prepossessing,  infoliigeni  man.  anxious  to  paint  my  picture. 
Saw  ins  large  one  of  Captain  L'oek,  and  several  smaller  of  great 
merit.     Agreed  to  sit  to  him. 
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May  22iufc— Went  into  Pall  Mall  to  see  the  Titian's  Venus, 
which  is  certainly  a  very  good  picture,  whether  copy  or  original. 
Walked  into  the  salary  above,  and  miw  some  old  tilings  which 
I  had  seen  with  oilier  anil  much  more  admiring  eyes  seventeen 
years  ago.  Passed  on  to  Leicester  S  ;uare  to  pee  David's  pictures 
— was  pleased  with  his  Napoleon,  his  Andromache  over  Hector, 
and  strongly  impressed  hy  his  picture  of  the  dead  Marat;  1ho 
details  were  too  real  aiul  unredeemed  to  please,  but  it  was  a  thing 
not  to  be  forgotten. 

To  the  Olympic  to  see  Jenny  Yertpro  act  in  'La  Vet  lie  Kille  ' 
and  'Le  Jeune  et  la  Vieille.'  AY  as  qui  to  delighted  with  her 
charming  and  finished  personation. 

May  •IZnl.,— Note  from  .If.  Smith,  acquai  riling  me  with  a  mossago 
from  M.  Cloup,  the  director  of  the  French  company,  regretting 
he  had  not  known  of  my  visit  that  he  might  have  offered  me  a 
box,  and  wishing  to  know  if  the  speculation  would  answer  at 
Bath;  a  note  from  Bonn,  stating  that  he  had  called  yesterday. 
Dined  with  Mr.  Warren,  where  1  met  Mr.  Brockodon,  whose 
acriimiii1iin.ee  I  desired  to  make.     Passed  a  very  cheerful  afternoon. 

May  'Huh, — After  some  resolutions  to  go,  and  not  to  go,  I  put 
an  end  to  all  hesitation  by  dressing  myself  and  setting  out  for 
town.  I  read  part  of  second  volume  of  '  Van  Artevelde'  on  my 
way,  which  delights  me  very  much,  and  teaches  not  a  little. 
Copied  out 'some  memoranda  of  anecdotes,  which  i  thought  worth 
keeping:  wrote  a  note  inclosing  cards  of  invitation  to  Bonblauque, 
which  I  sent  with  one  to  Lardner.  Sent,  also  notes  to  Bunn  and 
Beetham,  apprising  them  of  my  stay  in  town  this  week. 

Went  to  Dr.  Lardner's :  met  Mrs.  Shelley.  ".Miss  Sheridan,  Lord 
Adare,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Stan  hope,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton,  Fon- 
blanque  and  Miss  Keene.  I  could  not  look  at  Airs.  Norton,  without 
looking  long— her  face  is  one  to  think  of. 

Saw  the  Shells,  Hay  ward,  0'Jl.anlrm  (who  told  me  that  the 
French  of  my  note  to  Vertprc  was  much  hotter  than  the  English), 
Martin,  to  whom  T  was  introduced,  Lady  Seymour,  and  I  think 
Mrs.  Blackwood,  Bahbage,  }frs.  Norton,  on  going  away,  returned 
to  iiml  me,  and  expressed  her  wish  to  see  me  at  her  house. 

Mail  'ink. — Made  '  Van  Artevelde'  my  breakfast;  companion. 
Talfourd  objects  to  the  second  volume,  and  seems  almost  to  feel 
his— Arte  veld  o's— love  for  Elena  a  pollution  of  his  own  heart  and 
a  wrong  to  the  memory  of  Ad  liana.  I  do  not  feel  it  so.  We  are 
human  beings  ;  the  heart  of  man  cannot  endure  a  slate  of  solitude 
and  bereavement;  it  is  not  that  alum:  which  ;s  lovable,  that  induces 
us  to  love,  the  disposition  10  love  is  part  of  our  being,  wo  lean 
towards  something  with  a  natural  yearning,  and  if  we  find  it  not 
we  weaken,  or  groiv  hard  in  seltish  purpose.  To  live  alone  a  man 
must  be  cither  brutal  or  divine,  as  llaeon  tells  us;  aial  what  loneliness 
is  like  that  of  a  desolated  heart '.'  1  feel,  in  Artevehlo's  love  for  Elena, 
that  it  is  a  pillow  on  winch  he  rests  his  heart,  bruised  and  some- 
what weakened  by  its  affliction  and  desert  state,  and  wearied  with 
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the  cores,  from  which  hope  fluwly  is  ili-i:i.cliinsi-  iisolf,  that  have  no. 
other  solace.  What  a  charm  hm'  Imok  ir.  is  !  Forster  called  in,  and 
Wished  me  to  write  a  review  of  Miss.  F.  Koiuble's  Look;  hut  I  cannot 
conceal  the  fact  from  my  self  that  1  cannot  write  now  for  the  public. 
I  have  been  left  behind  in  the  world's  march.  It  is  not  vanity  that 
makes  me  case  myself  in  pride,  but  a  consciousness  of  not  having 
won  a  secure  title  to  distinetion,  and  the  nervous  and  unquiet 
apprehension  of  its  being  questioned. 

May  2Hlh.— Called  on  liunn  in  Prince's  Place;  talked  long  on 
other  matters,  ami  at  length  came  to  the  point  of  our  meeting,  and 
agreed  on  nest,  season's  engagement :  £30  un subtracted ;  four 
nights  per  week;  half  a  benelit  ;  '  l.iridal '"  on  usual  terms  ;  three 
weeks'  vacation,  hist:  of  Lent.  Which  I  pray  to  God  may  he  fortu- 
nate and  prosperous. 

May  oO.'/i.— Took  cab  to  St.  James's  Sipiare  and  called  on  Lardner 
at  Windham  Club;  found  31r.  Donovan  with  him,  a  chemist;  ac- 
companied them  to  a  lamp  shop  in  Recent  Street,  where  I  saw  a 
curious  French  lamp,  and  heard  of  one  by  Donovan  to  burn  naphtha. 
Went  in  the  coach  to  call  on  Mrs.  Xorfon  ;  found  Lord  Castlereagh 
in  the  drawing-room,  who  stared,  as  I,  intrenching  myself  in  my 
democratic  pride,  did  again.  We  waited  some  little  time,  when 
Mrs.  Norton  appeared  dressed  for  a  walk  :  she  introduced  us,  and 
alter  a  little  char,  wherein  we  heard  of  the  duel  between  Lord 
Seymour  and  Sir  Colquhoun  Grant,  we  ended  our  short  visit,  and 
took  the  way  to  Malibran,  on  whom  \vc  left  cards. 

Hunday,  May  'ih:t.  —  Arose  most  unwillingly.  After  several 
efforts  dressed  and  went  to  llr.  Flwin,  whore  I  met  at  breakfast 
his  family  and  brother,  ilie  arlist.  How  much  I  have  occasion  to 
lament  each  day  of  my  life  not  having  paid  attention  to  my  mode 
of  delivery  in  common  conversation:  my  hesitation  and  want  of 
clearness  in  the  expression  of  my  Ideas  is  a  serious  blemish.  He 
took  me  to  the  Unitarian  Chapel,  Smith  Street,  where  Mr.  Fox| 
preached.  His  prayer  was  fervent,  and  wide  in  its  charitable 
application  as  the  world  itself:  lie  ended  with  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
which  he  repeated  well.  His  sermon,  or  lecture  for  there  was  no 
text— was  on  the  influence  of  those  arls  emmeeled  with  the  imagi- 
nation upon  religions  feeling.  The  effect  was  conviction.  The 
truth  of  his  proposition  was  as  manifest  as  those  sublime  and 
beautiful  works  of  the  Creator  from  which  he  borrowed  his  noble 
and  illustrative  imagery.  To  attempt  to  record  the  eloquent 
arguments,  definitions,  and  descriptions  would  be  idle;  I  have 
much  of  the  subject-matter  in  my  mind,  but  not  arranged,  nor  in 
those  words  that.  bin-nod,  and  kinoloi]  vny  enthusiasm  as  no  speaker 
overdid  before.  It  was  everything  t  liar  the  exponent  of  a  religious 
mid  a  philosophic  system  of  worship  should  be.  He  sent  to  express 
his  wish  to  see  me,  and  I  was  conducted  to  the  vestry,  where  I 
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thanked  him,  ami  promised  to  let  liim  know  when  I  could  dine  with 
him  to  meet  the  author  of 'Cosmo.' 

Went  to  F  orator's  to  dine,  M"ei  ■•  tan  field,  P.tilwcr.  Fonblanqne. 
Blanchard,  Tallbanl,  Howard,  IMaclise,  Cattermole,  Procter,  Leigli 
Hunt,  T.  Fonblanque,  Price.    Pleasant  day. 

Howard  wanted  mo  to  go  to  Lady  jilossington's,  hut  was  not 
dressed. 

Ehlree,  Jim?  of'i.— Cunt iuued  my  perusal  of  'The  Provost  of 
Bruges,' and  deliberated  much  upon  it  when  T  finished  it.  Tho 
language  is  not  up  to  that  high  pitch  of  kn  agination,  sentiment,  or 
pulsion  which  ever  seems  io  approiicb  the  sibilate,  but  it  is  seldom 
low,  generally  natural,  oftentimes  forcible,  and  not  unfrcquently 
tender  and  pailjelie.  J  am  inclined  to  fit  tribute  its  chief  merit  to 
its  situation,  which  still  is  a  great  merit. 

Jaw.  Oth, — LcUer  from  I'ulwer  tit  some-  length,  excusing  himself 
from  dining  hero  on  Sunday.  One  expression  m  his  letter  I  dis- 
liked—the "honour-  of  my  acquaintance."  My  ti cquaintance  can 
be  no  honour  to  such  a  man  as  Euhvcr,  and  it  almost  seems  like 
irony. 

Kead  over  Lord  Byron's  '  Fosear;,'  which  does  not  seem  to  me  to 
contain  tho  power,  or  rather  the  variety  and  intensity  of  passion 
which  many  of  his  other  plays  do. 

June  12th.— Began  to  read  '  Marino  Faliero,' hut  read  it  drow- 
sily.    I  wish  I  could  think  it  dramatic,  at  present  I  do  not. 

LfiivUm,  ./«»c  l!>!h.— Called  ai.  Carrii-k  Club.  Planclio  proposed 
to  me  the  half  of  the  Adelphi  Theatre.  I  could  not  give  up  my 
whole  self  to  the  employment  of  conducting  it,  and  if  I  did  not  it 
would  not  answer. 

June  nth. — (1  .iUrani  Fund  Dinner.')  Thought  upon  what  I 
ought  to  say  at  the  dinner— and  dressed  for  It — Dr.  J.arduer  called 
for  me,  and"  we  went.  I  saw  Wyse,  whom  I  liked  much,  Christie, 
French,  Emerson  Tennent.  The  whole  proceedings  of  tho  day 
were  dull  and  wearisome,  with  the  exception  of  Wilkie's  speech,  in 
which  ho  noticed  the  connection  of  literature  and  art;  and  tho 
Turkish  Attache,  who  in  acknowledgment  of  the  compliment  paid 
to  him  in  drinking  his  health,  rose  ;ind  gulped  down  a  bumper  of 
wine,  then  sat  down.  Urquhart.  his  cicerone,  spoke  very  well, but 
in  a  low  tone  of  voice.  Lord  Teignmouth  spoke  pretty  well,  and 
Murchison  fairly.  On  paying  ray  subscription  Mr,  Snow  told  me 
that  my  name  was  in  the  list  of  toasts.  This  decided  me.  I  feel 
unequal  from  the  want  of  habit  aad  the  uncertainty  of  my  position. 
I  read  in  every  newspaper  of  I  his  week  that  my  art  is  a  very 
humble  one— if  indeed  it  be  an  art  at  all— and  that  its  professors 
arc  entitled  to  little  respect:  and  here,  wdien  in  courtesy  I  am  ad- 
mitted as  Mr.  U'Mn:-ii'iii  among  tho  esquire;;  of  the  Koyal  Academy, 
the  King's  Printing  Oaie.e,  iiio  Quarterly  Review,  fte,,  &c,  I  am  to 
speak  without,  tho  possibility  of  knowing  what  place  is  allowed  me 
as  an  artist,  or  what  degree  of  particular  consideration  may  bo 
cxtemied  to  tae  as  a  man  consistent  hi  his  private  conduct. 
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June  ISt'i. — Ts  it  twenty  years  since,  in  Greenock,  I  waited 
with  anxiety  the  particular  return  of  the  dead  and  -wounded  from 
the  Battle  of  Waterloo  wishing;'  to  be  certified  of  do  sir  Edward's 
safety  ? 

Jane  Wlh. — Went  out,  saw  the  Panorama  of  Thebes.  "Was 
struck  wit!)  the  advantage,  in  this  refined  age.  tint  we  possess  in 
the  exact  images  of  those  remote,  objects  of  which  we  read  with  so 
much  interest  ;  our  imagination  is  enriched  with  precise  ideas  of 
things  and  places,  on  which  our  untravelkd  forefathers  could  have 
had  but  very  vague  .and  uncertain  conjectures  from  description. 
Can  almost  believe  that  I  have  seen  those  mighty  monuments,  tho 
eternal  mountains  that  looked  upon  their  erection,  and  still  overlook 
their  state  of  ruin— the  teeming  river,  rich  in  the  associations  and 
visions  of  tho  past,  as  hi  the  real  bounties  of  .Nature  at  this  very 
period.  Saw  Jerusalem,  and  was  disgusted  wilh  the  various  spots 
assigned  to  the  words  and  actions  of  our  Saviour,  tending  more  to 
shake  belief  than  all  The  scoffs  and  invectives  of  scepticism.  Called 
on  Greaves  and  fiulwer,  leaving  cards  with  each.  Passed  onto  the 
collection  of  Kuhcns' drawings,  the  property  of  Sir  T.  Lawrence,  witi  i 
which  I  was  truly  delighted.  I  did  not  think  he  had  such  power  of 
pencil:  they  did  not  v.-uiil.  what  some  critics  say  was  Itubens'  only 
quality  of  excellence,  colour.     Called  on  Sarti  and  ordered  casts. 

June  24(/i. — "My  i.hani-s  are  due  to  Almighty  God.  ami  gratefully 
they  are  offered,  fur  (he  large  share  of  happiness  uiih  which  it  has 
been  His  bountiful  will  to  bless  me.  That  it  has  not  been  greater, 
though  certainly  very  great  in  comparison  to  my  fellow-men,  has 
been  the  fault  of  my  own  indiscretion,  misusing,  and  vexing' with 
vain  imaginations  the  real  good  in  my  power.  J  acknowledge  and 
bless  His  goodness,  and  fervently  pray  that,  He  will  so  strengthen 
and  quicken  my  resolutions  to  improve  lay  mind  and  labour  in  my 
calling  for  my  dear  chikin  n's  welfare,  that.  I  may  be  enabled  to 
educate  them  in  His  faith,  fear,  anj  love,  and  present  in  their 
amiable  and  virtuous  lives  some  atoning  plea  for  mercy  to  their 
parent's  errors. 

In  thinking  on  what  are  our  real  enjoyments  in  life,  I   am  dis- 

Ksed  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no   possession  can  very  long 
In  itself  a  .source  of  pleasure  ;  action  is  the  real  gratification  fo 
man ;  and  how  wisely  ordained  that  it  should  be  so  ! 

"The  food  of  hope 

J.-  ntjf.litufal  uefidi! :  rnbbt»]  of  this, 

tier  sole  5u]>[«>Tt,  she  liin^uisiies  and  die;. 

We  perish  also." 

Woi'dswoi  t  h  's  Fx:  an  Ion . 

June  211/7.. — Letter  from  Mr. .  The  suggestion  of  a  monu- 
ment to  Shakespeare's  mot  her  (query,  why  not  Shakespeare's  grand- 
mother?) ;  he  is  illiterate  and,  unforlunately,  vain.  I  wish  it  were 
otherwise,  as  he  professes  fo  model  himself  upon  me. 

To  York,  July  Ail. — Read  a  notice  on  the  writings   life  and  of  La 
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Fontaine  pi-efixc-rl  to  his  works  was  very  much  pleased  with  it; 
thought  it  so  abounding  with  well -expressed  sunt  instructive  truths, 
as  well  us  amusing  uncedoies,  s lui-t  I  resolved  to  give  another 
reading  to  it.  There  is  one  passage  which,  however  willing  my 
vanity  may  be  to  echo, my  judgment  cannot  assent,  to:   "Lagloire, 

Four  ccux  mSrae  qui  en  som  les  plus  digues,  et  qui  font  tout  pour 
ohfenir,  est  tine  ospcee  do  jen  do  hasanl,  oil  oe  qu'on  appelle  le 
honheur  n'est  pas  moms  neoessaire  que  hi  science  et  I'adresse. 
Tacite  observe  memo,  qu'il  y  a  dos  homines  auxquels  il  tient  lieu 
de  vertus."  It  would  soothe  my  wounded  self-love  to  think  this, 
and  to  console  myself  for  my  own  insignificance  on  the  thcatro  of 
life  with  passages  like  tin's  and  tluil  beaulilhl  one  with  which  the 
character  of  "Van  Artove'.de  opens  ;  but  it  is  a  <l, macrons  principle 
to  admit,  giving  too  much  to  chance.  The  accidents  of  birth  and 
fortune  arc  no  doubt  great,  parfieuhirly  in  this  coon  try  ;  but  where 
there  is  life  and  death,  well  exercised  talent  will  gain  its  true 
ascendancy.  I  feel  the  heavy  weight,  of  censure  I  lay  upon  myself 
in  this  aduiissiun,  hut  I  must  make  it, 

Loudon,  Jiih/Tdk. — "Wont  to  the  Gan-ick  Club,  where  I  dined. 

Forsler  asked  me  to  accompany  him  to  Talfourd's,  to  which  I 
agreed.  "We  spout  the  o  veiling  there.  Xa  1  fouvd  took  me  into  the 
other  drawing-room,  a!id  talking  over  'Ion,'  expressed  his  firm 
resolve  that  no  one  should  act  the  character  but  myself.  I  shall 
there 'ore  address  myself  to  it.  Talfourd  walked  home  part  of  the 
way  with  h'orster  and  myself. 

Ebdie.e,  July  7th..—  Derail  again  Brougham's  ■  Discourse  on  Na- 
tural Theology;'  read  two  sections  of  ii,  with  which  I  was  really 
charmed.  The  sublime  wideness  of  design  throughout  the  uni- 
verse he  adduces  in  the  simplest  language,  anil  applies  tho  reason- 
ing by  which  they  wore  made  known  in  the  most  logical  and,  in 
my  mind,  most  convincing  manner,  to  den;  oris  irate  tho  "Great 
First  Cause."  It  is  valuable  for  tho  religious  feeling  that  is 
excited  or  rekindle.!  within  us  by  the  wonderful  wisdom  and 
beneficence  of  the  Creator,  which  he  with  the  mere  eloquence  of 
truth  puts  forward. 

JulybtL— Took  a  vegetable  dinner,  and  looked  ihrongh  Tetter's 
translation  of  Sophocles  'Uidipus'  to  try  Shell's  suggestion  of  my 
performance  of  (Kdipus.  It  could  not  he-  presented.  I  think,  to  give 
pleasure. 

Jahj  Sri. —Walked  in  garden.  l!ead,  accidentally,  that  bea.ntiful 
passage,  "0  fortunali  niniiiun"  of  Virgil,  ending  the  second 
Georgic.  What  a  succession  ofbnsyaud  beautiful  images,  what 
soothing  ideas  of  tranquillity  and  enjoyment,  what  agreeable  senti- 
ments concealed  beneath  the  conditions  of  life  ho  brings  under 
review!  How  much  delight  is  added  to  existence  in  the  power 
of  following  and  clearly  depicliug  to  oneself  the  imaginings  of  the 
poets  of  our  own  and  other  languages!  Did  not  feel  well ;  appre- 
hend my  diet  of  vegetables  and  fruit  has  been  too  abruptly  entered 
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Eead  and  practised,  but  languidly,  for  two  hours  and  a  half, 

reading  Milton,  Chatham's  speeches,  and  re  hours  in  g  Hamlet. 
Letters  from  Bunu.  agreeing  to  my  terms,  excepting  three  weeks 
additional.  Answered  him,  relinquishing  the  throe  weeks.  Again 
in  the  garden  at  the  arbutus  -five,  ai'ier  dinner.  Looked  at  the 
Encyclopaedia,  endeavouring  to  understand  the  deferential  and 
integral  calculus,  which  J'  eami<>t.  How  strange  it  is  that  before 
I  was  ten,  I  think,  I  was  learning  algebra  and  was  particularly 
quick  in  arithmetic,  and  now  literally  know  nothing  of  it 

Skn'M-ij,  Ji'li/  IMn  —  Was  reueh  si  ruck  wilh  I  he  prayer  of  Plato, 
quoted  iii  the  notes  to  Milton. 

Ileiightod  witli  (lie  moniing  thanksgiving  and  prayer  of  Adam 
and  Eve,  which  is  quite  touching  in  its  fervour  and  beauty.  Went 
lo  afternoon  church.  Head  the  last  book  of  the  'Excursion.'  It 
is  difficult  for  me  to  express  the  grateful  and  reverential  feelings 
with  which  I  think  of  its  author.  Miiton  elevates,  thrills,  awes, 
and  delights  me — hut  Wordsworth,  "  nil  siring  fo  higher  worlds  "by 
their  types  on  earth,  kindles  ar.ew  my  i  Nj:-i rinj<  ii-rvmi;',  strengthens 
my  hope,  and  reconciles  mo  to  myself.  lie  com  fori  sine  ;  he  makes 
me  anxious  to  bo  virtuous,  and  strengthens  my  resolution  to  try 

■/iily  22nd. — I  read  a  little  more  of  PoswolJ,  which  is  certainly, 
for  this  kind  of  casual  reading,  a  most  delightful  book. 

■July  'Sh-'t — Hogim  to  inter  leave  a  prompt-book  of  '  IHehos,'  not 
to  waste  time.  My  books  arrived  from  the  binder's,  and  Mr.  Lovell 
sent  me  '  The  Provost  of  Bruges,'  altered,  with  a  note.  Went  out 
to  walk  in  the  garden,  where  I  laboured  eflieiently  for  the  garden 
and  myself  in  above  two  hours  of  good  exercise  ;  the  evening  was 
beautiful.  Coming  in, read  through  ;Uost  attentively 'The Provost 
of  Bruges,'  which,  although  I'ue  requisite  pains  have  not  been 
bestowed  on  the  alterations,  is  in  my  mind  very  rmieh  improved. 

Wrote  to  Mr.  Lovell  my  opinions  upon  it,  and  inquired  of  him 
his  wishes.  Completed  the  interleaving  of  the  play  of  '  Riches ;' 
have  not  been  idle  to-day,  thank  God. 

July  -W.— In  Milton  I  read  the  encounter  of  Ahdiel  with 
Satan,  and  the  shock  of  the  angelic  armies  — how  much  to  bo 
regretted,  that  a  play  of  words  should  intervene  to  check  tho  tide 
of  admiration  on  which  we  are  borne  along  by  this  noble  book! 
Began  reading  in  earnest  passages  of  '  Hamlet,'  but  could  not  give 
more  than  an  hour  to  it;  this  I  much  regret,  and  must  lay  aside 
all  other  studies  for  that,  on  which  wilh  nie  so  much  depends. 
After  dinner  read  through  the  play  of  '  The  Bridal,'  which  I  may 
plaee  ready,  as  I  do  not  s  e:  where  I  am  to  improve  it. 

Walked  for  exercise  about  two  hours  in  the  garden,  enjoying 
the  air  and  fragrance  and  foliage. 

Ji'li/  20;/).— Took  up  'Coiinne,'  and  read,  and  read,  until  dinner 
and  after  dinner,  that,  attractive  book  so  rich  in  beautiful  imagin- 
ations, so  true  in  its  pointed  inferences.  Had  some  time  to  give 
to  the  various  workmen,  but  ever  with  'Corinne'  in  my  hand. 
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Was  obliged  in  tho  afternoon  fo  put  ray  handkerchief  over  my 
head  and  fairly  try  to  sleep  off  my  heaviness.  I  lost  this  day 
from  striving  to  make  loo  much  of  it.  and  yet  I  .ate  no  meat,  and 
but  sparingly  of  my  vegetable  dinner.  Worked  for  upwards  of 
two  hours  iu  tho  garden. 

July  30'fc.—  Gal  emit  arrived,  and  agreed  to  give  me  £210  for 
tight  nights,  which  I  accepted. 

Auifust  '2nd.-Rno.il  'Oerimio'  until  the  galloping  of  horses  past 
tho  gate  gave  me  assurance  of  the  arrival  of  my  guests.  We 
dined — Fore  tor,  Maciise,  and  self— and  adjourned  to  the  summer- 
house  atForstcr's  rcipresL  where  we  talked  over  the  witches  of 
'Macbeth*  and  the  subject  for  a  picture.  My  own  opinion  and 
suggest  Ion  was  in  favour  of  figures,  but  no  fa  <.:■:■;  except  the  portrait, 
and  Forster  seemed  to  coincide  with  me ;  but  Mr.  Maciise  did  not 
feel  the  power  of  exortim;  the.  imagination  |jy  giving  passion  to 
the  figure  and  concealing  the  face.  I  think  him  wrong.  At 
forstev's  request  read  sonm  of  the,  scenes  of  '  Ilertulpho.' 
[Aunusi  fit-'t  to  li"'.h. —  Kuiiagcment  at  Dublin.] 
.Dublin,  Aumif.t  OW.— Calerati:  mentioned  (o  me  11m  behaviour  of 

D'Aguilar  in  the  case  of  Lady ,  which  I  think  highly  to  his 

honour.  When  Lady  Haddington  refused  to  receive  her,  Colonel 
D'Aguilar  requested  his  wifo  to  call  on  her,  and  made  a  large  party 
for  her.  She  was  met  by  Lady  Elakeney,  &c,  &e.,  who  all  invited 
her,  thinking  it  a  hard  ea-c,  atler  fweuty-five  years,  to  publish  her 
disgrace  to  her  own  daughters,  who  v.Trelieion.innaeiiicdntcd  with  it. 
August  13(A. — Went  to  the  theatre,  and  acted  Hamlet  to  an 
audience  extremely  difficult  to  provoke  to  applause.  I  thought 
that  I  must  have  lacked  spirit,  ami  earnestness  in  the  first  net,  at 
which  I  was  vexed,  and  took  all  the  pains  I  could  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  play;  but  I  acted  under  a  sense  of  effort  and  ft 
supposition  of  deficient  sympathy  in  the  auditors.  The  best 
passages  in  my  mind  wore  the  affected  madness  with  Ophelia, 
and  the  closet  scene.  T  must  not  give  it  up.  I  must  also  study 
my  appearance  as  well  as  my  acting  in  it. 

Aiujuxi  Vilh. — To  Christ  Church,  where  L  was  taken  to  the  organ- 
gallery — a  most  unenviable  post  of  distinction — and  was  gratified 
with  the  To  Deum,  Jubilate,  and  Anthem  (Haydn)  by  the  Dublin 
choir:  the  performance  was  admirable.  The  sermon  by  Arch- 
deacon Mansel  was  very  bad.  Remembered  Uie  time  when  I  first 
went  into  this  church,  a  hoy  of  ten  years  old,  with  my  grandfather 
as  common  councilman,  and  the  mayor,  &c.  Thought  on  tho  years 
that  had  passed  -thirly-two — and  the  changes  they  had  made. 
Mused  upon  the  religion  of  the  congregation  before  mc  brought 
here  to  listen  to  the  music  and  to  lock  at  each  other — and  this  is 
devotion!  Looked  at  h-rrongbow's  tomb, -and  the  bent  roof  of 
the  ohnroh. 

Aur.-u.nl  nth. — We  drove  iji  the  carriage,  nh'ch  called  for  US  at 
the  Assembly  House,  William  Street,  in  consequence  of  ft  note 
sent  to  me  by  Mrs.  Maeready  telling  mc  f  could  t  :.kc  the  oaths  for 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


1835.  Made  a  Freeman  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  355 

my  freedom.  Deceived  great  courtesy  from  tho  persons  there,  but 
was  obliged  to  wait  so  long  that  it  b^eamo  necessary  to  go  to  tho 
Phoenix  Park  first,  and  return  to  William  Street.  I  accordingly 
agreed  to  return  in  an  hour,  and  wc  drove  through  the  Park  to 
the  Lodge.  It  is  a  very  pretty  place— how  convenient  it  must  be 
lobe  a  Lord  Lieutenant !  I  wrote  my  name,  but  my  hand  was  so  un- 
steady, it  was  scarcely  legible,  so  T  added  my  card  to  the  written 
name.  Came  back  to  William  Street,  where  I  was  ushered  before 
the  Lord  Mayor,  and,  abjuring  Popery  and  irany  absurd  bugbears, 
took  the  oaths  to  become  a  Freeman  of  the  Oil'/  if  Dublin;  the 
Mayor,  a  young  man,  whom  I  suppose  to  be  Morrisson,  Junior, 
was  very  civil  and  accommodating. 

Elstree,  Auiind  li,'W.— Lc tiers  from  Forster  informing  me  that 
Mathews'  pictures  had  been  bought  by  Mr.  Durraut  for  the 
Garriek  Club;  from  Marian  no  Skerretf,  mentioning  the  intention 
of  Hetta  and  herself  to  travel  with  separate  parties  to  Naples  to 
endeavour  to  see  their  Uncle  Matthias,  whuse  iteaithwas  very  pre- 
carious. The  Ex'itiunrr,  which  J.  road,  records  Ms  death.  1  knew 
him  :  he  was  of  a  kind  ami  courteous  disposition,  of  more  acquire- 
ment than  genius,  and  living  latterly  upon  the  reputation  of  having 
had  a  reputation  from  tho  'Pursuits  of  Literature,'  which  his 
Italian  translations  and  complimentary  aennets  did  not  enhance 
nor  support.  Walked  in  the  garden,  and  felt  again  the  tranquil 
pleasure  of  being  at  home  and  with  my  dear  family. 

Awjint  IJG'/i. — Wrote  a  prayer  for  my  dear  children,  wishing 
them  clearly  to  understand  what  they  ask  for,  run!  of  Whom  they 
asked  it,  as  far  at  least  as  the  limits  of  their  mid  era  landing  would 
allow  them;  being  desirous  that  their  prayer  should  he  a  still 
recurring  memorial  of"  their  duties  and  obligations,  and  a  sort  of 
code  to  refer  to  for  their  immediate  convict  ion  on  their  infringe- 
ment of  any  of  its  injunctions.  Listened  again  to  their  lessons, 
and  again  took  some  pains  to  enforce  my  plan  of  making  their 
lessons  convey  positive  and  practical  knowledge. 

August  31s*.— Made  out  the  draught  of  my  engagement  with 
Mr.  Bunn  upon  the  terms  agreed  on  between  us,  and  the  list  of 
plays  accompanying  it,  in  order  that  I  might  not  be  taken  by 
surprise. 

September   2ii<!.—  Finished    II in    sixth    book    of  Milton,  and  went 

over  the  third  act  of  '  Macbeth.'  My  object  is  to  increase  the 
power  and  vigour  of  my  performance,  and  i.o  subdue  all  tendency 
to  exaggeration  of  Restore,  expression,  and  deportment;  to  make 
more  simple,  more  chaste,  and  yet  more  forcible  and  real  the 
passions  and  characters  I  have  to  portray.  After  dinner  indulged 
in  rioting  and  disciplining  in  sport  my  children  (for  thus  I  make- 
them  companions  to  my  soil',  and  teach  I  hem  to  know  me  as  a  friend, 
while  I  ean  gently  check  any  disposition  to  wrong  which  may 
appear  in  them).  Then  eat  down  to  read  over  attentively,  and 
endeavour  to  reduce  into  an  acting  form  and  dimensions,  Tali'ouid's 
sweet   tragic   poem   of  'Ion,'  which   1  accomplished,    though    it 
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occupied  more  time  than  I  anticipated.  I  expect  to  find  him  refrac- 
tory on  some  points ;  and  where  some  of  the  most,  pool  ical  pa-sa^cs 
are  omitted,  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  an  author  that  the  effect  of 
the  whole  is  improved  :  but  imagery  and  sentiment  will  not  supply 
the  place  of  action. 

ti<-p!ei>thir  3rd.-  Practised  and  considered  >1  ;ie:1  t:-i li  through  the 
morning.  Received  a  very  kind  letter  from  JMarianne  Skerretf, 
just  ahoutto  sail  from  Portsmouth  fur  Havre  on  her  way  to  Italy. 

Went  again  through  'Ton,'  still  cutting,  "still  destroying.'' 
Read  '  Ion  '  to  Catherine  and  Letitia,  who  were  both  affected  by  it ; 
but  it  still  needs  reduction  in  some  of  the-  speeches. 

Sunday,  September  lit!:. — Went,  to  afternoon  service  with  Letitia. 
Bead  prayers  to  the  family.  "Why,  if  religious  observances  bo 
unimportant,  should  the  attention  to  them  give  me,  who  disapprove 
of  the  unapostolio.  unsatisl'ym:;  mode  in  which  they  are  ministered, 
such  soothing  and  complacent  feelings? 

frpfeinber  \<lh.--  Practised  part  of  Othello,  to  which  T  do  not  find 
I  yet  give  that  real  pathos  and  terrible  fury  which  belongs  to  the 
character. 

Head  over  attentively  the  whole  of  Melantius.  I  do  not  much 
fancy  it. 

Loridiui,  September  lift. — Bunn  came,  and  tho  business  of  my 
■  plays  and  engagement  wns  discussed,  lie  said  "  '  The  Bridal '  was 
a  pet  of  mine."  I  told  him,  "No  ;  tiwt  I.  wished  to  make  it  a  means 
of  remuneration  v.itinnif.  load'eg  tho  theatre  with  add  it  iouul  salary, 
and  I  only  regarded  it  as  additional  to  my  income."  'Ion,'  he 
agreed,  should  be  read  by  mo  to  himself  and  others,  and  that  lie 
would  then  come  to  a  judgment  on  its  performance,  without  at 
present  pledging  himself  to  act  it.  'Ttcrtulphe'  lie  had  decided  on 
not  hearing  read,  and  I  agreed  to  write  to  the  author  and  gain  his 
consent  to  give  it  to  him. 

We  read  over  the  engagement,  making  the  time  of  'The  Bridal' 
Christmas  instead  of  the  spring;  signed  and  interchanged  it,  I 
speaking  about  room  ami  noshrMuekings.  tin  consideration  gave 
him  '  The  Provost  of  ISruges,'  reading  him  one  passage  in  it. 

Ehtree,  September  '2  of h. —Studied  Othello,  which  I  find  difficult 
—the  management  and  economy  of  my  time  and  force.  How  little 
do  they  know  of  this  art  who  think  it  is  easy! 

London,  September  30; A.  -  (D;  v,ry  Lime.')  Left  my  dear  home  to 
begin  this  eventful  season,  in  entering  upon  which  I  earnestly  asl; 
Cod's  blessing  upon  my  efforts,  and  that  1  may  receive  and  deserve 
success  by  my  care  and  industry  :  or,  if  it  bo  the  Almighty's  wdll 
that  I  should  he  rebuked  by  ill-fortune,  I  humbly  and  heartily 
pray  to  Him  for  strength  and  wisdom  to  bear  it  well,  and  to  turn 
it  to  good. 

itelober  Id. — Went  to  the  iheai re,  played  ill  (Macbeth),  I  must 
presume,  because  ineffectively;  and  yet  I  never  tried  so  much  to 
play  well,  and  never,  never  was  it  of  so  much  importance  to  me  to 
play  well.     The  audience  called  for  me,  a  kindness  on  their  part, 
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and  I  went  on;  but  when  Talfourd,  Forster,  and  Walron  came  to 
my  room,  not  one  had  a  word  of  com  fun  or  0011  gra  filiation.  "What 
have  I  omitted  to  make  this  evening  successful  '>  1  do  not  know, 
but  the  bitterness  of  my  feelings  is  such,  wit.li  the  anticipation  of 
the  newspapers  to  morrow,  lim.i.  if  f  had  uot,ties  which,  bind  mc 
down  to  this  profession  (and  I  could  curse  the  hour  that  it  was 
suggested  to  mt),  I  would  eat,  a  crust,  or  cat:  nothing,  rather  than 
play  in  it.  I  scarcely  reeol!cet  when  roy  feeling  have  beeu  so 
wrought  up  to  a  state  of  agonizing  bitterness  as  to-night;  I  feel 
almost  desperate. 

Oc.tob'T  2ini. — I  cannot  remember — it  maybe  because  the  exact 
recollections  of  our  hiiiTe  rings  eaimot  be  preserved  amid  the 
multitudes  of  feelings  that  sweep  over  them ;  but  I  cannot  call  to 
mind  more  than  one  evening  of  mi-  whole  life  which  brought  to 
mo  ruoro  acute  distress  than  yesterday's.  The  stake  of  my  f  11  two 
life  was  upon  it,  for  speedy  profit  ov  perhaps  poverty,  and  it  is  lost  I 
I  cannot  charge  myself  with  neglect ;  I  really  applied  to  my  task, 
and  bent  my  mind  down  to  it :  my  mistakes  was  in  not.  demanding 
an  opening  elniractor.  and  making  that  one  in  which  i  could  feel 
myself  independent,  of  the  humour  of  the  audience  (which  I  do  not 
accuse)  or  of  the  strangeness  of  the  theatre.  I  could  not  touch 
any  refreshment ;  1  threw  myself  on  the  sola,  and  lay  there  in.  a 
state  of  mind  that  an  enemy  would  have  pitied.  In  a  reckless, 
hopeless  fever  of  thought  ).  went  to  beel,  and  dropped  asleep  with 
my  candlo  on  my  pillow;  I  awoke  to  see  the  danger,  which  was 
really  very  great.  I  slept  again  lor  a  short,  time,  and  awoke  to 
pass  most,  of  the  remainder  of  the  night  in  au  agony  of  despondent 
fretfulness  and  sad  anticipations.  .Arose  very  little  bettor;  my 
bath  composed  my  spirits  a  little,  and  the  Ttiiws  newspaper,  which 
though  not  highly  laudatory,  was  not  written  in  an  unkind  spirit, 
gave  mo  back  some  portion  of  my  wonted  tranquillity.  The  other 
papers  were  very  cold;  I  sent  them  with  a  letter  to  my  dear 
Catherine. 

October  5th.— ~ Went  to  theatre,  and  in  acting  Macbeth  felt  that 
I  carried  my  audience  along  with  inc.  I  was  earnest,  majestic, 
and  impassioned.  The  applause  was  enthusiastic,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  go  on  at:  the  close  of  the  play.  I  redeemed  myself,  and 
most  graleiul  do  I  feel  in  saying,  "Thank  God."  Talfourd  came 
into  my  room,  and  said  lie  had  '■  never  seen  me  finer,  if  indeed  I 
had  ever  played  it  so  well." 

Wallace  asked  ■'  Why  the  d— 1  didn'i  I  play  it  so  on  Thursday  ? " 
Tried  en  dress  for  Hamlet. 

(ktiibtr  tth.— Acted  Hamlet,  to  judge  by  the  continued  interest 
and  the  uniform  success  of  all  the  striking  passages,  better  than 
I  ever  played  it  before.  Forster  and  Wallace  came  into  my  room ; 
the  former  thought  it,  as  a  whole,  the  best  he  had  ever  seen; 
Wallaco  told  me  afterwards  that  he  would  have  been  "  satisfied 
with  less  effect." 

October  10th.— Asked  Bunn  for  a  private  box  for  Mrs,  Spurgin, 
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to  which  lie  assented,  and  I  procured  the  ticket.  Settled  also 
about  my  salary,  that  iu  receiving  £10  for  the  first  half-week  I 
was  to  receive  3.37)  for  the  last.     Bonn  and  Jones  were  present. 

October  VZih.— We  jit  to  the  theatre  and  acted  Macbeth  before 
Her  Majesty  and  a  full  house.  The  audience  did  not  come  solely 
and  purposely  to  see  '  Macbeth,'  and  the  labour  to  keep  their  at- 
lention  fixed  was  extreme.  Wallace  came  round  and  said  I  acted 
very  well :  I  tried  to  do  so,  but  am  not  confident  of  my  success. 
Talfourd  and  Porster  came  to  my  room.  Eunn  told  mo  he  must 
do  '  Othello '  on  Thursday.  I  said  "  I  could  not."  He  "  must,"  I 
"  would  not."  lie  sent  me  up  u  note  to  know  which  I  would  do, 
Othello  or  lago,  on  Thursday.  I  returned  for  answer,  logo,  and 
would  not  do  Othello  at  all.  He  then  sent  Cooper*  to  me,  to 
whom  I  said  the  same,  and,  in  answer  to  his  inquiry,  said,  "  1 
would  not  do  Othello  under  a  week's  notice."  He  left  me  with- 
out fixing  anything.  T  was  very  much  fatigued.  Talfourd  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  ascertaining  the  intentions  of  the  manage- 
ment, and  I  waited  for  Cooper  ;  while  speaking  to  him  Bunn  camo 
up  and  wished  mo  to  go  into  the  room  and  talk  it  over.  He  was 
as  civil  as  a  dog,  ihc  dragooning  atiompt  had  foiled,  and,  after  some 
conversation,  '  Othello :  was  fixed  for  Wednesday  week,  and  'The 
Provoked  1  lush  and  '  lor  Thursday  next. 

Oi-lt,b:r  Wth. — "Went  to  theatre,  and  acted  Lord  Townley  in 
a  very  mediocre  maimer,  occasionally  with  spirit,  but  with  an 
utter  absence  of  finish  and  high  deportment.  Spoke  to  Cooper,  on 
hearing  of  its  intended  repel  i  lion  on  Sat  aula]',  and  told  him  that 
I  could  not  do  Othello  en  Wednesday  if  my  time  were  thus  taken 

October  Milh.— Was  introduced  by  Emm  to  Mr.  Joseph  Farkcs, 
whom  I  had  long  wished  to  know. 

Went  to  theatre  and  acted  Hamlet,  not  as  1  did  the  last  time — 
I  felt  then  the  inspiration  of  ihc  pari  ;  to-night  T  felt  as  if  I  had  a 
load  upon  my  shoulders.  The  actors  said  I  played  well.  The 
auilicaeo  railed  forme  ami  imulomc:  go  forward.  Wallace,  Forstcr, 
and  JT.  Smith,  who  came  into  my  ro-.mi.  all  ihonght  I  played  well 
— but  I  did  not.  I  was  not  satisfied  with  myself— there  was 
effort,  and  very  little' free  flow  of  passion. 

October  21st. — Went  to  the  theatre,  and  felt  very  nervous  and 
unsettled;  reasoned  with  myself,  and  partially  recovered  my  self- 
possession;  but,  in  truth,  was  hurried  out  in  tiie  part  of  Othello, 
and  was  not  perfectly  possessed  of  if.  The  criticism  I  passed  on 
Malibran's  Fiddle  will  e-saeily  suit  my  own  Othello  —  it  was 
"elaborate,  but  not  abandoned.''  In  the  early  scenes  I  was  abroad, 
making  effort,  but  not  feeling  my  audience  ;  in  the  jealous  scenes 
1  had  attention,  and  certainly  had  no  reason  fo  be  discontented  by 
the  degree  of  intelligence,  skill,  or  effort  shown  by  Iago,f  but  the 

*  TV..-]]  sl.'ige  i:;;-.c;-.™r  i'.t  Diau-y  Line, — Ed. 

f  Vanilimaoif  iv;is  I.ilm;  Gkijkt  was  (_'as;k> ;  ami  HarW,  Iloilirrigo  ;  Mrs. 
Yates  was  the  Dcstkimma  ;  ami  Uis=  E.  Tree,  the  Emilia.— Ed. 
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audience  seemed  to  wait.  for  Kreui's  point.-,  and  this  rather  tbrcv 
me  off  my  balance.  In  the  soliloquy  after  Info's  exit  I  in  some 
degree  asserted  myself,  and  though  not  Tip  to  my  own  oxpectal  ions 
in  the  "Farewell,"  ic,  yet  iu  the  grand  lmr.st  1  curried  the  house 
with  me.  From  that  point,  I  should  say,  the  performance  averaged 
good,  but  was  not  in  any,  except  that  one  outbreak,  great. 

Ocl'Acr  20.'A. — Lay  very  late,  thinking  over  tlic  play  of  last 
night  ('Othello'),  and  revolving  in  my  mind  the  plow  and  com- 
paratively unprofitable  advance  of  my  reputation  ;  the  danger  it 
runs  from  the  appearance  of  every  new  aspirant,  and  the  reluctant 
admissions  iliatarcmadetoit.  Walked  in  the  garden  and  inhaled, 
with  grateful  and  tranquil  pleasure,  Iho  pure  air  <;f  the  country. 

November  2nd.— Mr.  Yates  *  wished  to  speak  to  me  hefore  I  left 
the  theatre;  I  went  to  his  room  after  the  play  was  finished.  I 
soon  perceived  which  way  the  conversation  was  pointing.  It 
appeared  from  his  showing  that  Mr.  Bunn  had  no  funds  to  carry 
on  the  concern  if  it  failed,  and  that  the  proprielors,  to  meet  the 
effect  of  the  Coven!-  ("iardrn  njdaeed  prions.  Iiad  agreed  to  let  one- 
third  of  the  rent  stand  over  till  Christmas  if  the  actors  would  do 
the  same  with  their  salaries— and  to  me,  in  tho  first  instance,  the 
proposal  was  made. 

He  said  that  I  was  underpaid  in  proportion  to  the  other  salaries. 
I  said  I  knew  that,  hut  did  not  murmur  at  it ;  I  would  think  of  his 
proposal,  and  see  hiiu  on  Wednesday. 

November  5th.— "Went  to  dine  with  F .    Hope,  the  Cattermoles, 

and  Forstor  dined  there;  thiywaid,  K.  1'.  Wiilis__and  bride,  and 
some  other  unknowns  came  in  the  evenjngT"~The  day  was  to  mo 
cheerful  and  pleasant,  lint  (  was  an  instance  of  the  bad  effect,  which 
Bulwer  judiciously  observes  in  '  Pelham,'  of  holding  an  argument 
iu  mixed  society.     I  liked  my  host  and  hostess  very  much,  and  the 

guests.      I  felt  much  amused  and,  indeed,  gratified.     Mrs.  P 

sang  some  very  sweet  and  touching  s^ngs,  the  words  by  her 
husband,  the  music  by  herself.  It  was  strange  that  as  I  gazed  on 
her,  receiving  and  imparting  pleasure,  my  imagination  presented 
mo  her  form  in  death— the  bands  act  ively  pressing  music  from  the 
instrument,  stark  and  cold,  and  tho  lips  rigid  and  pale,  that  now 
poured  forth  such  touching  sounds.  Hayward  introduced  me  to 
Willis,  with  whom  1  chatted  oi"  America.  Note  from  Talfourd, 
who  "  assumes  that  *  Ion '  is  to  be  acted." 

November  10th.— (Sale  of  !hn  Grrmh/.)  Looked  Over  'The 
Souvenir'  till  Sir.  Powell's  arrival  in  the  afternoon.  He  produced 
the  papers,  and.  on  a-certainim*  the  time  of  the  Uinh's  closing,  we 
went  in  a  cab  to  the  city,  where  I  received  from  Willis  and  Co. 
£2000  on  account  of  Mr,  lionn.  ilettirning  to  chambers,  signed 
the  different  papers  of  surrender  and  mortgage,  and  received  the 
title-deeds,  &c.  Holding  a  straw,  the  other  end  of  which  was 
held  by  Mr.  l'owell  (according  to  the  usage   of  the   Forest  of 

*  Acting  rranagei'  at  Drury  Lane. — Ed. 
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K  n  are  sbo  rough),  T  made  the  declaration  of  surrender,  went  over 
the  list  of  title-deeds,  and,  iill  being  right,  and  having  vainly 
invited  Mr.  Powell  to   Elstree   and  written  him  orders,  he  took 

lihtree,  No»--r,ibrr  1/,;/,.— Intended  to  take  a  long  walk,  but 
recollecting  thai  my  lire-anus  were  in  u  very  had  condition,  I  took 
them  down,  and  found  them  quite  wet  in  the  barrels.  Head  in 
'  L'AllcmagTie'  the  chapter  ou  Schiller's  'Ttobbers'  and  'Don 
Curios,'  in  which  were  some  observations  ou  ShaUnspeare  that  are 
most  just,  and  show  her,  Madame  do  Stai:!,  equally  well  acquainted 
with  our  great  poet  as  with  those  of  oilier  countries.  Tried  my 
pistols,  &c.  Continued  after  dinner  my  perusal  of  '  Wallenst.em,' 
which,  for  grand  and  natural  thoughts  and  intimate  development 
of  eharaettr,  may  rani;  with  iho  first  specimens  of  dramatic  poetry. 
Went  oyer  the  hist,  act  of '  Bertulphe.' 

Xocemler  'ZUL— liising,  I  felt:  the  peculiarity  of  my  situation  as 
regards  my  profession  —  unite  interdicted  from  its  excrci.se.  during 
the  greater  part,  if  not  the  entire  of  the  season,  and  ail  the  hopes 
of  profit  from  new  characters,  upon  the  strength  of  which  I  made 
this  engagement,  utterly  falsified.  There  seems  a  destiny  which 
constantly  prevents  me  fro  in  reaching  that,  happy  point  of  success 
which  will  give  recompense  to  my  labour.  Like  the  Hebrew 
liberator,  I  see  the  promised  land,  hut  am  not  permitted  to  possess 
it.  I  do  not  on  that  account  complain  of  my  fate,  or  lose  my 
energies  in  despondency.  On  the  contrary,  i  resolve  that  I  will 
not  yield  to  this  untoward  pressure  of  circumstances.  I  ■will 
diligently  persevere  in  my  work  oi"  improvement,  and  endeavour 
to  turn  my  leisure  to  rich  account,,  '■  wailing  the  event  of  time,' 
and  thaiilv'ul  for  what  I  enjoy. 

November  23rd. — Intending  to  read,  I  put  my  books  out,  but 
began  to  talk  over  my  atfmrs.  and  prospects:  the  probability  of 
making  a  successful  experiment  of  the  drama  at  the  Lyceum,  under 
a  new  name,  and  a  proprietary  of  performers,  the  best  of  each 
class,  formed  into  a  supervising  committee,  and  receiving,  over  and 
above  their  salaries,  siiarus  i:i  proportion  to  their  rank  of  salary,  and 
percentage  proportionate  to  their  respective  advances  of  money. 
Talked  over  the  pirn  (uliich  accrued  practicable  and  promising,  if 
Farren  could  be  bound  down)  the  whole  morning.  The  present 
desperate  condition  of  the  drama  makes  some'step  necessary,  if  it 
is  to  be  a  care  and  concern  to  me ;  but  for  my  own  fame,  except. 
inasmuch  as  my  blessed  ebil..!ron:.s  \wlfiiro  depends  on  it,  I  am 
comparatively  indifferent — T  want  the  means  of  educating  them. 

Walked  into  the  fields,  taking  the  two  puppies  with  me.  Eeturned 
to  the  subject  of  myself  and  my  destiny.  Calculated  what  the 
actual  gain  of  this  year  would  lie,  as  a  guide  to  my  futuro 
measures;  found  that  from  £200  to  iiiuO  would  be  the  extent  of 
this  year's  profit,  and  that,  my  income,  by  the  sale  of  the  Granby, 
is  diminished  by  £132.  If  I  am  to  educate  my  children,  how  am 
I  to  have  the  means  with  such  a  surplusage  ?  bow  can  I  speculate 
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at  my  present  period  of  life?    There  is  no  resource  for  me  but 
America. 

Kovimhf.r  'llth— Head  the  first  chapter  of  the  'History  of  the 
Jews,' which  alfuidsa  niriuiis  specimen  t>\  tljo  wont  of  sincerity  that 
prima  fade  appears  in  Ike  si  r.l  f -inj-.t  of  31il;nan  to  reconcile  things  out: 
of  Uatures  course  with  prul  nihility,  lie  is  evidently  incredulous  or 
un convinced—  and  yet  lie  endeavours  to  make  ir  thought  that  lie 
subscribes  to  I  he  derail  of  the  miraculous,  when':  miraculous  ageney 
:s  not  needed,  and  where  the  Almighty  can,  as  lie  ever  does,  work 
out  ills  will  liy  means,  hut  not  out  of  the  order,  of  Nature. 

November  21th-  "Woof  limn  chambers  to  dine  with  "Rev.  William 
Fox,  Bayswater.  Met  with  him  Mr.  Home,  author  of  'Cosmo,' 
MissI'lo'wer,  who  lives  in  1  lie  Louse  with  Mr.  I1' ox,  and  a  little  girl, 
his  daughter.  I  like  Mr.  Fox  very  rmich;  he  is  an  original  and 
profound  thinker,  anil  most  eloqiii  r.t  ai:d  itip'iiious  in  supporting 
the  penetrating- views  Lo  takes.  Mr.  Hubert  .1  It-owning,  the  author 
of  '  1'aracelsus,'  came  in  after  dinner;  1  was  very  much  pleased  to 
meet  him.  J  lis  face  is  lull  of  intelligence.  My  lime  passed  most 
agreeably.  Mr.  Fox's  defence  of  the  su^estion  that  Lady  Macbeth' 
should  be  a  woman  of  delicate  and  fragile  triune  pleased  rue  very 
muck,  though  lie  opposed  me,  and  of  course  triumphantly.  I  took 
Mr.  Browning  on,  and  requested  lo  be  allowed  to  improve  my 
acquaintance  with  him.  llecxpress.il  himself  warmly,  as  gratified 
by  the  proposal;  wished  to  send  me  his  book;  we  exchanged  cards 
and  parted, 

iharabi-r  ~ttii.—  Head  '  Paracelsus,'  a  work  of  great  daring-,  starred 
with  poetry  of"  thought,  feelir.ir,  and  diclicn,  but  occasionally 
obscure:  the  writer  can  scarcely  fail  lo  be  a  leading  spirit  of  Lis 

J'lhiree,  Dr-nvilxr  ]4tli.- — T  was  amused  by  the  superstition  of  our 
servants.  The  cook  observed  that  she  turned  Ibe  beds  every  day 
except  Friday,  then  she  only  shook  ihem;  anil  Phillips  hoped  the 
pig  would  not  be  killed  on  Wednesday,  as  the  fulling  of  the  moon 
was  not  good  for  the  bacon. 

Sunday,  De.re.ml.-nr  1'iJfh. — "Wrote  a  letter  io  Mr.  Chalk,  inelonng- 
a  cheque  for  £25  to  be  distributed  in  coals  to  the  poor.  Made  up 
my  accounts,  and  went  with  Mr.  Ward  (o  afternoon  cLurcL.  At 
tho  end  of  the  service  went  with  Mr.  Chalk  into  the  vestry  and 
gave  him  the  letter,  for  which  he  thanked  inc.  ol 'serving  that  he 
wished  the  practice  was  inure  e.enera!,  and  that  he  had  an  argu- 
ment the  oilier  day  with  a  person  on  the  comparative  merits  of 
"  faith  "  and  "  good  works." 

December  2lsr. — Finished  MUmmi's  '  History  of  the  Jews.'  Itcad 
the  'False  Friend'  of  Yanbrugh  a  play  in  which  I  fancied  there 
was  a,  conti-adieti "ii  lo  Pope's  assertion  that  "  Man  never  wanted 
wit."    I  could  not  discover  it. 

December  22 » d. — 1  low  unworthy  do  I  appear  to  myself  when  I 
reflect  on  the  powers  with  which  1  was  endowed,  and  attempt  to 
make  out  the  account  of  good  that  I  have  turned  them  to  !  *  The 
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bulk  of  mankind,  I  incline  to  think,  fly  to  a  meditating  and 
redeeming  benevolence  to  silence  the  seraijks  of  conscience  and 
quiet  the  fears  of  a  hereafter,  where  the  awful  questions  of  their 
deservings  may  be  made.  They  avoid  atonement  in  their  proper 
selves,  and  repose  npoji  liie  sacrifice  which  Chiisl  made.  Can  this 
hi!  oiiii'i:;h'.'     Reason  scarce  pauses  to  say  No. 

J):x!tnk;i-  'Hith.—  Read  hi  Molicre's  '  Amphitryon,'  which  is  amus- 
ing.   How  true  is— 

"  La  fniljlftsiie  liiitnrsine  est  d'ayoir 
Ltes  caviusites  il'apprendre 
Oe  qu'on  ae  Youdrait  pas  savour." 

T)rc"vih,-r  23th. — "Wrote  note  to  Mr.  Farren,  making  an  appoint- 
ment with  him  for  Saturday  next,  liom  which  I  look  for  no  further 
result  than  the  certification  of  the  inutility  of  occupying  my  mind 
further  with  abortive  schemes  of  rogi.iici-ii.Uiig  ilio  tit  age.  To  bo 
assured  is  one  step  towards  effecting  something,  even  if  not  all  we 

Read  in  Voltaire's  'Dieiiin«i:i.ive  Thihisriphirpirs'  the  articles, 
'Rvangile,'  in  which  the  grounds  for  deciding  on  the  authenticity 
of  the  form  now  used  i>;  ipns1,  imied ;  :  hhichariatie,'  in  which  tlio 
doctrine  of  Transubstantiaiion  is  effectively  ridiculed ;  'Evgque,' 
a  good-  satire  on  Mnsi:n.irs  tcs  Eoi"qi.u:s  :  exaggeration — good  criti- 
cism. Finished  the  second  act  of  Moliere's  'Amphitryon;'  the 
anger,  and  gradual  relenting,  with  the  graceful  reconciliation  of 
Ah/moii::  in  very  charming. 

Ik-wmbcr  oO.'/j. — -Aftt.;!-  an  early  dinner  road  tho  newspaper,  one 
side  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  American  President's  speech, 
I  read  it  through,  and  think  that  it  is  to  be  lamented  that 
European  countries  cannot  learn  the  lesson  of  self-government 
from  our  wiser  and  happ:*1!-  brriihers  of  the  West. 

December  Zlst.— Frederick  Reynolds  onivodniit'le  after  4  o'clock. 
Busied  myself  with  "  houso  affairs."  Our  other  guests  were  Miss 
Kenney,  Forster,  Cattermole,  Browning,  and  Mr.  Munro.  Mr. 
Browning  was  very  popular  with  tho  whole  party ;  his  simple  and 
enthusiast  ie  mariner  emmevd  a:  t.ontion  and  won  opinions  from  all 
prese.nt;  he  looks  and  speaks  more  like  a  youthful  poet  than  any 
man  I  ever  saw. 

We  poured  out  a  libation  as  a  farewell  to  the  old  year  and  a 
welcome  'to  the  new.  The  year  is  gone,  and  with  it  much  of 
happiness,  of  care,  and  fear ;  I  am  so  much  older,  and  lament  to 
say  pot  much  better,  not  much  wiser.  Lot  mo  oiler  up  prayer  to 
God  Almighty,  Who  tints  far  has  prelected  tee  and  mine,  to  con- 
tinue Bis  graeinus'  blessings  on  the  dear  heads  of  my  beloved 
family,  and  to  grant  me  health,  and  energy  to  make  thorn  worthy 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  happy  denizens  of  this  our  mortal 
state.    Amen. 
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"  Too  much  vest  is  rust; 
There's  ever  cheer  in  changing; 
We  tine  by  too  much  trust, 
So  we'll  be  up  and  ranging." 

Old  Valfad. 

I'.ii  sis,  n;-n  u:;!ii:  mitus  sis,  ;e;ii]f.i."'  * 


Ehtrcc,  Jan/Mirij  vith.-  Head  first  part,  of  !  Oom-jnest  of  Granada  ;' 
found  very  little  in  the  mats  of  rubbish  and  conceit  "beyond  tbe 
great  lines  of  the  "  noble  savage."  The  following  I  thought  worth 
transcribing : 

11  Prayers  are  the  r.ims  ni'  clmrr.iiiiiijn  to  the  poor, 
They  send  to  Heaven's,  but  drive  us  from  their  door." 

January  V)th. — Lay  for  some  time  revolving  in  my  mind  my 
condition  and  my  prospects,  and  debating  on  them  as  to  the  best- 
course  to  pursue,  for  my  dear  children's  sake,  in  my  future  life. 
The  plan  most  advisable  socniccl,  to  do  the  best  I  can  with  my 
profession  for  the  next  five  years,  the  term  remaining  of  our 
lease,  and  then  to  try  America — God  willing. 

London,  January  HIM. — "Went  tip  with  JJilUnt/'s,  Letty  nccom- 
panying  me,  on  a  most  eheovlo.-.s  morning,  the  snow  (hick  on  (he 
ground.  Madame-  de  j-:ut:l  engaged,  interested,  delighted,  and 
instructed  me  on  my  way;  Iter  criticism  on  the  Herman  actors  and 
on  Talma  was  of  service  to  me.  What  would  V  not  give,  and  what 
point  of  excellence  might  I  not  reach,  if  I  had  critics  like  her  to 
my  performances! 

in  reading  Madame  do  SiaLTs  lectures  on  the  play  by  Klir.gor 
of  'Les  Jumeau.'i ' — tiie  declaration  of  Iter  own  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  the  dramatic  art—its  exercise  by  distinguished  actors— 
her  description  of  the  various  merits  of  ltlaml,  Srhroeiler,  Keith  off, 
and  Talma— my  opinion  of  the  end  and  exercise  of  this  art  is 
greatly  raised,  my  general  feeling  for  it  heightened,  and  my  views 
of  tbe  pains  and  method  requisite  for  its  study  much  improved. 
Most  valuable-  suggestions  on  the  death  of  Lear  are  made  by  her 
description  of  Sehroeoer's  performance. 

E/Mrtr,  January  14  th.— J'lined  at  luncheon,  and  walked  round  tbe 

garden,  bringing  out-  the  dog's  for  a  few  minutes.     Head  Voltaire's 

account  of  the  liattfo  of  ronlenoy,  which  T  have  heard   or  read  is 

quite   fanciful.      licad  Horace's   tilth    Satire,   second  book,  with 

*  Think  on  thyself,  sad  not  thine  ancestry.— Ed.  Trass. 
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much  attention.  Was  struck  with  the  truth,  oven  beyond  tho 
author's  meaning,  of  Cicero's  observation  :  "Juris  ignoratio  potiu-i 
liligiosa  est  quitiii  scienfia."  * 

ilegun  to  read  over  -Jhiobef  h'  Like  Maclise  over  his  pictures, 
I  exclaim,  "Why  cannot  I  make  it  the  very  thing,  the  reality';" 
The  storm  is  most  violent.  God  help  all  the  poor  creatures  obliged 
to  bide  its  pelting  ! 

The  night  was  so  very  tempestuous  that  we  could  not  sleep, nor 
was  it  until  near  the  morning,  when  the  torrents  ol'  ruin  succeeded 
to  the  fury  of  the  wind,  that  we  could  get  any  rest, 

Juivwnj  I  nth. — Hose  late,  oyer  worn  and  distressed  1  >_v  last  night's 
watching.  Gonimu.d  1 1 1 ■..  ivadmg  <>f '  Macbeth,'  which  employed 
me  through  all  the  morning  that  1  had  ;  took  a  very  little  dinner 
at  luncheon  time,  anil  ran  with  Xina  and  Willie  in  the  garden, 
where  we  also  fed  the  dogs.  Jiead  with  attention  the  Satire  of 
Horace  on  his  own  pursuits,  (be  dialogue  between  himself  and 
Trebatius.  'finished  JlollOro's  '  Amphitryon,'  which  is  as  broad 
as  pantomime  when  the  dialogue  is  comic— indeed  Sosic  and 
Mereure  resemble  two  clowns  in  a  harlequinade  more  than  any- 
thing else;  there  is  neat  language  occasionally,  but  it  is  not 
entitled,  I  think,  to  very  high  praise. 

Bristol,  Junwtn)  17 ih. — iloaley  was  with  me  betimes,  and  I 
dressed  with  much  comfort,  reaching  the  ollioe,  after  paying  him, 
as  the  coach  was  sfanding  there.  The  morning  was  very  raw  ami 
cold,  arid  for  tin;  first  stage  or  more  I  was  making  up  for  the 
deficiency  of  my  night's  sleep.  Read  a  chapter  in  Locke  on  Par- 
tiality, afterwards  continued  'L'AHemagno,'  which  never  wearies 
roc.  On  whatever  subject  the  delightful  authoress  touches  she 
utters  opinions  that  engage  your  respect,  even  though  you  aro 
opposed  to  her  view's  ;  her  enthusiasm  is  so  genuine  that,  even  if 
she  delivers  judgment  not  particular];-  profound,  the  sincerily  of 
her  convictions  is  impressed  on  you  by  the  tone  in  which  they  are 
given.  Her  enthusiasm  for  music  i.s  beyond  what  I  could  have 
supposed  a  person  capable  of  deriving  pleasure  from  thought 
could  have  felt;  the  mere  gratilieatiou  of  the  sense,  the  pleasure 
of  the  sound,  seems  lo  transport  her.     T  can  not  understand  this. 

January  18(/i.— Mr.  Denvil,  who  was  my  Macduff,  with  a  pair  of 
well-grown  moustaches,  told  me  of  his  having  pitched  Mr.  Elliot,  a 
pantomimic,  from  a  height  of  eighteen  feet,  in  which  the  pitched, 
Hliot,  gloried  to  that  degree  that  ho  oven  suffered  pain  from  tho 
surmise  that  seme  of  tho  audience  might  suppose  it  was  a  "dam-my" 
that  was  thrown  !  Now,  what  is  ambition  in  Hie  pleasure  its  success 
conveys?  Was  the  Duke  of  Wellington  more  inwardly  gratified 
after  a  victory  than  this  man  would  be  if  three  or  four  rounds  of 
applause  were  to  follow  him  into  the  black  hole  into  which 
Mr.  Denvil  or  any  other  person  might  pitch  him?     Glorut,  muwlil 

Acted  Hamlet.     Oh,  how  unlike  my  London  performances!     The 

*  Ignorance  of  the  law  tends  more  to  promote  litigation  than  docs  ths 
knowledge  of  it.— Ed.  Trass. 
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best  thing  in  the  play  was  the  gra vi?-^t;(riio :  I  played  it  well ;  the 
rest  was  effort,  and  not  good.  Still  worse,  T  was  morose  and  ill- 
tempered.  Fie!  fie!  shall  I  never  outlive  my  folly  and  my  vice? 
I  tear  not. 

January  2?,rJ. — Bow  kneckod  ar  my  bedroom  door  to  my  great 
astonishment,  and  told  mc  thai  l»;  had  much  to  talk  with  me  about. 
T  dressed,  and  niter  rc-iniiusr  a  letter  from  di.-ar  Catherine,  in  which 
she  mentions  that  Mr.  Cooler  lias  sent,  a  nolo  to  me  requesting 
mo  to  get  ready  in  '  Marino  Ealiero,'  Dow  took  breakfast,  and  in- 
formed me  that  a  friend  of  his,  whose  i-aine  ho  did  not  givo  nor  I 
require,  had,  in  various  interviews  vilb  "Mr.  Ikdjertsoii,  mentioned 
my  dissatisfaction  at  the,  treatment  !.  laid  received  in  Drury  Lane, 
and  my  disposition  to  leave  the  theatre  if  an  alternative  presented 
itself;  that,  in  consequence,  communication  had  taken  place 
between  them,  and  at  last,  it  was  requisite  to  know  on  what  terms 
I  should  be  induced  lo  remove  to  Covent  Garden.  We  talked 
much  on  the  subject. 

January  'Htk. — Rose,  afler  a,  very  good  night's  rest,  rather  late, 
and  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Cooper,  to  be  sent  from  Elstree, 
with  the  part  of  Marino  Ealiero  renamed  until  seine  decisive  ar- 
rangement was  made  with  regard  to  'The  lh'idal.'  Jfcad  the  note 
to  Bow,  and  inclosed  it  in  a  hasty  letter  to  Catherine,  with  direc- 
tions to  transmit  it. 

Ion/Ion,  January '2$l!i. — "Mr.  Cooper  came  to  say  that  they  had 
rehearsed  '  The  Bridal'  that,  day,  and  that  Mr.  Ihmn  was  ready,  in 
compliance  with  my  agreement,  to  act  it  on  Tuesday  nest ;  that 
he  himself  ih  ought  i:  a.  shechiag  play;  (hat  Mr.  ■ -,  the  pure- 
minded,  highly  culiivated  critic,  thought  it  monstrous;  This  I 
endured,  and  waived,  hy  observing  it  was  nothing  to  the  purpose, 
the  agreement  was  violated.  I  then  asked  who  had  been  cast 
Aspatiar--Mhs  Tree.     Who  then  is  to  do  Evadne?     I  declare  I 

pause  as  I  write  the  name  :  Mrs.  ■ !     To  her,  whom  they  would 

not  permit  to  play  the  easy  part  of  Emilia  at,  my  suggestion,  as 
being  so  bad,  they  give  a  character  that  only  Mrs.  Siddons  could 
realise!  J  said  "  That  is  enough;  if  you  were  to  pay  mo  one  or  two 
thousand  pounds  for  it,  T  would  not  suffer  it.  to  be  so  acted;  but  I 
confine  myself  to  the  legal  objection,  and  on  the  violated  contract 
1  demand  eempcnsal  ion."  M  r.  Cooper  said,  "  1  am  instructed  to 
offer  £33  6s.  8<1,  and  to  withdraw  the  play,"  I  observed  that  the 
Biimo  offer  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Yaios,  which  I  iiad  treated  with 
the  same  indignant  contempt.  "  Well  then,"  said  Mr.  Cooper,  "  I 
am  now  desired  to  ash  you  upon  whose  authority  you  went  to 
Bristol."  1  new  lost  all  temper.  1  answered,  "  Epori  my  own  !" 
and  that  the  question  was  a  gross  impertinence.  Mr,  Cooper 
proceeded  to  stale  that,  lie  thought  it  was  no!  jnstiiiablo  on  former 
usage,  and  I  replied  it  was.  Bow  entered,  and  he  observed  that  I 
was  ready  to  perform,  if  required,  in  London,  ami  that  my  Bristol 
engagement  was  made  dependent  on  and  subject  to  that  of  TJrury 
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EMrnf,  Jiinnary  20,',':. — Tlio  mid-day  iv:sf  brought  a,  letter  from 
Cooper,  wish  ins;  to  know  when  J  could  lie  ready  in  '  The  Provost 
of  Bruges?'  I  answered  that  I  had  long  since  applied  for  subjects 
of  study  nnd  hail  received  no  answer,  that  I  liml  laid  aside  'The 
Provost  of  Erupts,'  and  cinild  i;"t  immriliaiely  state  when  I  should 
be  ready;  in  two  or  three  days  I  might  lie  alile  to  do  so.  I  added 
that,  having;  found  that  my  lust  week's  salary  had  not  been  paid, 
I  desired  it  might  be  immediately. 

After  dinner  Dow  arrived,  having  come  through  ono  continued 
storm  of  sleet  and  rain  and  snow  from  London  ;  ho  came  to  inform 
mo  that  he  had  nodoubt  whatever  upon  the  agreement,  but  that  to 
confirm  his  own.  opinion  he  had  gone  down  io  Westminster  and 
submitted  it  to  Tall'ourd,  who  quite  concurred  with  iiim  that 
Mr.  Bunn  "was  not  justified  upon  thai  agreement  in  refusing  to  pay 
my  part  of  my  year's  salary.  Dow  h  certainly  one  of  those  men 
who  would  go  through  fire  and  water  to  serve  me;  he  has  made 
his  way  through  tluv  ialter  almost  this  evening,  and  is  certainly 
entitled  io  my  grateful  remembrance. 

January  'S'Jtii. — lieceivod  a  calit'or  the  rehearsal  of  'The  Provost 
of  Bruges '  on  Monday  next.  Itesolved  not  to  attend  the  rehearsal 
unless  my  salary  was  duly  paid,  head  over  the  pail  of  '  Bertulphe,' 
of  which  I  do  not  entertain  very  sam:ii!!:e  hopes :  it,  is  too  sketchy 
and  skeleton -like ;  there  is  a  want  of  substance  and  strength  in  tho 
thoughts,  which  are  thin  and  poor;  its  si!  nation  is  all  its  actual 
power.     If  it  he  successful  it  will  owe  imieli  to  Hie  acting. 

London,  Ftbriu.xry  Is*. — On  my  arrival  at  chambers  I  found  a  note 
from  Cooper,  informing  me  that  "  T  had  violated  my  engagement  in 
going  to  Bristol,  and,  in  consequence,  .Mr.  Dunn  had  stopped  a, 
week  and  a  half  of  my  salary;  but  that  if  T  chose  to  give,  my  best 
services  to  tho  theatre  in  a  more  harmonious  way  than  of  late, 
Mr.  Bunn  would  be  very  happy  to  remit,  the  sluppage."  To  which 
I  immediately  answered  receiving  a  note  from  good  old  Dow, 
with  a  play-bill  coniainbig  mi  announcement  of  myself  for  Othello 
and  Wirtiei',  thai  iii.-tn.nl  ly  divided  me  tli;:i  ■'  My  engagement,  hi 
tho  opinion  of  an  eminent  special  ph-mler  and  a  lending  barrister, 
did  not  allow  of  Mr.  Burin's  ded  adieu  ;  that  if  he  did  not  intimate 
to  me  that  my  demands  were  paid,  1  .should  at  once  close  the 
correspondence:  that  1  should  wait  in  town  till  3  o'clock."  Dow 
came  in,  I  told  him  what  I  had  done,  and  of  my  resolution  to  quit 
the  theatre  if  not  paid.  He  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  the  step, 
and  would  have  gone  further,  but,  as  I.  fold  him.  in  Paeon's  words, 
"A  man  who  has  a  wife  and  children   has  given  hostages  to  for- 

Mr.  Cooper  called,  lie  said  it  seemed  the  dispute  was  only 
about  terms  of  speech  ;  that  ho  had  signified  Sir.  Dunn's  willing- 
ness to  pay  the  money  due,  and  that  he  supposed,  of  course,  I 
should  give  my  best  services.  1  distinctly  stated  that  it  was 
merely  a  question  of  whether  my  salary,  according  to  my  engage- 
ment, was  or  was  not  paid,  without  any  other  consideration;  if 
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paid  I  should  go  to  the  theatre,  if  not,  I  should  end  my  engage- 

Fi'brnnrij  3rd. — Mr.  0.  Buller  called  n::d  fat  for  some  time;  we 
talked  of  the  theatre  and  the  House  of  Commons.  I  promised  to 
give  him  my  best  assistance  in  mastering  a  weakness  in  his  voice  ; 
I  like  him  very  much.  Lay  down  in  bed,  and  thought  to  the  best 
of  my  power  on  my  night's  character.  T  began  Othello  with  reso- 
lution, which  was  conunoed  by  t  lie  kind  reception  of  the  audience; 
but  I  found  myself  a  little  disconcerted  by  the  strangeness  of  the 
theatre  during  the  apology  to  the  senate,  in  which  my  back  is 
turned  to  the  audience.  I  recovered  myself,  and  threw  myself 
more  into  the  character  than  I  think  I  had  previously  done.  I 
was  called  for  by  the  audience,  but  this,  if  a  compliment,  was 

certainly  much  reduced  in  value  by  Mr. receiving  the  same 

for  playing  Iago  like  a  great  creeping,  cunning  cat.  Grimalkin 
would  be  a  better  name  for  his  part.  than  the  ,:  honest  fellow,"  the 
"bold  Iago." 

Fi..hn'.ary  Cith. — At  my  eha  rnhevs  T  found  Palmer,  I o  whom  I  gavo 
orders  for  my  dress,  which  is  to  he  of  cot  (on  velvet,  and  not  to 
exceed  in  cost,  £o.      Head  through  the  part  of  JSertulphe. 

fr'thru'ii  y  7 tii.- — My  spirits  and  health  are  in  a  much  better  state 
than  yesterday.  Angry  and  vain  thoughts  have  been  passing  over 
my  mind,  which  occasionally  my  reason  arrests  and  dissipates; 
but  they  too  frequently  recur,  and  interfere  with  my  desire  to 
establish  that  eounr.imiiy  from  which  alone  true  magnanimity  can 
spring.  I  am  not  what  I  would  be  —  Cod  ■  how  far  removed  from 
the  height  of  my  desires  !  T  would  live  a  life  of  benevolence,  bless- 
ing and  blest  But  still  in  my  contracted  sphere  I  have  ranch 
to  do  and  much  to  enjoy;  and  if  I  could  only  trauquilllso  my 
mind,  subdue  my  impatience,  and  regard  the  actual  effects  of 
things,  not  fret  myself  with  guessing  or  imputing  intentions,  1 
might  reap  as  much  of  this  Nib's  happiness  as  most  men.  I  will 
strive  to  do  so.     May  the  blessing  of  God  be  with  mo! 

Sent  a  note  to  Mr.  Lovell,*  who  returned  mo  his  MS.  with  a 
noto  and  the  payment  for  it.  Wrote  answers  to  Jerdan,  Fanny 
Twiss.Fred  licynoUs,  ami  wrote  to  ray  dear  Catherine.  After  this 
I  went  over  the  part  of  Othello,  and  took  occasional  exercise.  As 
a  sort  of  diversion  to  my  thoughts  previous  to  entering  on  Bertulphe, 
t  read  in  Byron  the  '  tide  to  Venice,'  which  contains  some  beautiful 
thoughts,  powerful  descriptions,  and  the  grandest  sentiments.  Tho 
gradual  coming  in  of  Death  is  fearfully  accurate,  nor  could  the 
transition  to  another  state  be  expressed  hotter,  more  vaguely  in  the 
ultimate  condition,  or  more  certain  in  the  immediate  el'.ect,  than  is 
done  iu  the  line, 

That  which  it  was  the  moment  ere  our  birth." 

Shall  we  never  profit  by  the  lesson,  which  all  history  teaches  us, 

*  Author  of  '  The  Provost  of  Bruges.' — Ed. 
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or  are  wo  doomed  by  the  ba.se   anpelit.es  of  our  naturo  to  eternal 

thraldom,  physieally  and  intellectually? 

"Ye  men  who  p':iir  v.iur  l.lin'1  fur  t:n^  :m;  ^-.'itiT, 
Wii.it  hav.;  they  ;-i'vm  your  children  in  return? 
A  hfli-itnjs  of  servitude  and  woes, 
A  blindfdd  l>.:iii'l;v^'i.  where  your  hire  is  blnws. 
All  that  your  sires  have  left  you,  all  that  time 
Bequeaths  of  free,  and  history  of  sublime, 
Siirinjs  from  a  different  theme." 

Road  many  stanzas  in  fourth  canto  of  :  Cliildo  Harold,'  carried 
along  from  deep  musings  of  great  events  to  beautiful  descriptions 
which  made  tlio  earth  and  air  pass  before  mo,  and  rested  anions 
the  ruins  of  Home,  whore  everything  is  again  visiide  and  distinct 
as  I  read.  Thrasynienc,  CJitumtms,  Terni,  Cicero,  Carsar,  Brutus, 
Horace;  the  columns  and  theareiies:  the  Capitol  and  tlic  Palatine  ; 
alternately  occupy  anil  employ  my  thoughts  while  reading  this 
splendid  poem. 

Febnutry  Wi. — Went  over  the  part  of  Bertulphe,  trying  some 
parts,  but  feeling  tin:  r-eandahivis  condact  of  Mr.  J  J  mm  in  allowing 
bo  few  rehearsals  to  a  play  which  may  ho  perhaps  lost  hy  his 
behaviour.  I  am  quite  uncertain,  of  (be  play,  and  am  certain 
of  my  own  very  crude  and  unpractised  conception  of  my  own 
character. 

Fibrii.'.iry  10;';'. — Wont  to  rehearsal  ('  Provost  of  Bruges'),  sparing 
myself  as  much  as  I  could.  In  tlio  wardrobe  was  told  that  Mr. 
Iiunn  would  not  find  me  pantaloons,  and  I  was  resolved  to  pnrcliaso 
none;  was  very  angry,  and  Iberefore  very  blamable.  Peccived  a 
note  from  Sally  Booth,  requesting  orders  ■  lint  seeing  liunn  in  the 
theatre,  I  could  not  permit  myself  to  ask  for  any.  Wrote  a  note  to 
Sally  Booth  and  to  I'otnbcrt.on  cvi'.iisinjr  myself  from  giving  the  ad- 
missions requested.  Lay  down  after  looking  mitwiiat  was  needed 
for  the  evening,  and  thought  carefully  over  the  latter  scenes  of  the 
play.  Wentto  the  theatre  very  tranquil  in  spirits,  but  was  slightly 
disconcerted  by  I  he  very  culpable  negligence  of  my  dresser,  liesolved 
to  take  no  wine  before  f  went  on,  and  to  host  io  my  spirits  to  hear 
mo  up  until  fatigue  came  on.  Misjudged  in  doing  so;  my  nervous- 
ness, from  want,  of  due  preparation,  was  so  great  as  to  mar  my 
efforts  in  the  first  scene,  which,  in  spile  of  my  best  attempts  at 
sell-possession,  was  hurried  atid  characterless.  Qulped  down  a 
draught  of  wine,  and  growing  more  sfeady  from  scene  to  scene, 
increased  in  power  and  effect;  but  it.  was  a  hasty,  unprepared 
performance,  the  power  of  which  was  mainly  derived  from  the 
moment's  inspiration.  The  applause  was  enthusiastic,  and  I  was 
obliged,  after  long  delay,  to  go  before  the  audience.  Dow,  Cattor- 
molc,  Forster,  Drowning,  and  Talfuurd  came  into  my  room,  and 
expressed  themselves  greatly  pleased  with  my  performance,  but 
did  not  highly  estimate  the  play. 

February  Itith.— Poreter  and  Browning  called,  and  talked  over 
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the  plot  of  a  tragedy,  which  Browning  had  begun  lo  think  of:  the 

subject,  Narses.  1.1  o  said  that  I  had  i-ii  hi:n  by  my  performance  of 
Othello,  and  I  told  him  I  hoped  I  should  make  the  blood  come. 
It  would  inured  bo  some  recompense  fur  tin:  miseries,  the  humilia- 
tions, the  heart-sickening  disgusts  which  I  have  endured  in  my  pro- 
fession, if  by  its  o\i-rc!M5  I'  had  awakened  a  spirit  of  poetry  whoso 
influence  would  elevate,  ennoble,  and  adorn  our  degraded  drama. 
May  it  bo ! 

Acted  Bertulpke  better  than  the  two  preceding  nights.  Looked 
through  the  kayos  of  the  play,  in  a  book  wet  from  the  press.  The 
author  has  said  all  in  his  power  to  express  Ins  gratitude  tome.     1 

did  more  for  Mr. and  nearly  as  inu eh  for  Miss .     'J.'he  first 

requited  me  by  slidit:  and  avoidance;  the  latter  by  libel  and 
serious  injury. 

Head  Joanna  liailho's  play  of  :  1'asil,'  which  I  think  can  scarcely 
bo  made  pathetic  eunni;h  fur  rrpresonialion  ;  there  is  a  stiffness  in 
her  style,  a  want  of  appropriateness  and  peculiarity  of  expression 
distinguishing  each  person,  that,  i  cannot  overcome  in  reading  her 
plays:  it  is  a  sort  of  branded  style,  a  thick  hind  of  silk  that  has 
no  fall  or  play — it  is  not  the  1le\ibili(y  of  nature. 

London,  I'chmai-ij  UK/).— Mr.  0.  Buller  called,  and  sat  for  about 
an  hour  and  a  ball,  talking  and  reading.  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to 
improve  him  in  ids  mode  of  speaking. 

JA'h-ii'xry  20l!i. — Koto  from  liunn,  stating  his  inability  to  con- 
tinue the  perform  an  co  of  the'  Provost 'if  the  terms  were  not  mode- 
rated.    Note  to  ( -oopcr,  and  enclosed  Buun's  letter  to  Mr.  Loveil. 

February  "2. 'id.— Found  a,  note  from  Mr.  Loveil,  and  one  to 
Bunn  relinquishing  half  his  stipulated  payment  ;  that  to  me  is  a 
en:,-!'.:  hkuir'iic,  but  inline,',  at.  any  poemi'iny  sacrifice,  the  continuance 
of  the  play's  performance.  Went  out  and,  calling  at  the  theatre, 
saw  Bunn  and,  without,  showing  Mr.  Lo veil's  note,  inquired  what 
he  would  wisli  taken  nil'  the  si  Undated  payment.  Ho  ended  by  pro- 
posing £10,  (o  which  I  very  jjladiy  agreed,  liot.ui-nlng  to  chambers, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Loveil  an  account  of  what  had  passed  with  Bunn. 

Fibnt'i nj  2'i-tL — 0,  Under  called,  very  much  heyond  his  time, 
and  excused  himself  by  slating  that  lie  had  been  detained  in 
cramming  O'Connell  for  a  speech  on  the  Orange  Society  question. 
He  stayed  with  me  above  an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  I  gave 
Jlim  what  ought  to  prove  variable  instruction.  Appointed  to 
dine  with  and  accompany  him  to  the  House  on  Thursday.  Called 
on  Bulwer,  whom  I  found  in  very  handsome  chambers  in  the 
Albany.  He  told  me,  after  talking  about  "I.'iie  Provost  of  Bruges,' 
and  recalling  our  conversation  in  .Dublin,  that  he  had  written  a 
play  ;  that  he  did  not  know  whether  I  might  think  the  part 
intended  for  mo  worthy  of  my  powers,  for  that  inevitably  the 
weight  of  the  action  full  upon  the  woman  ;  that  the  subject  was 
La  Vallierc.  He  handed  me  a  paper,  in  which  T  read  that  it  was 
dedicated  to  myself.  It.  almost  aitei'ted  me.  to  tears.  1  could  not 
read  it.     He  wished  me  to  read  the  play,  give  my  opinion,  and  that 
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he  would  mal;o  any  alterations  f  might  suggest.  I  appointed  to 
see  him  to-morrow. 

Fthntanj  'Zitii. — Read  very  attentively  over  the  play  of  'La 
Valliere,'  and  made  my  notes  upon  what  I  thought  it  needed. 

Fchnt'iri/  VMi. — Called  on  Ciihvor  ;  we  talked  over  tho  play,  and 
1  mentioned  my  objection!?,  at  the  same  time  suggesting  some 
remedies.  He  yielded  lo  all  readily  except,  the  filth  act;  nponi 
that  lie  seemed  inclined  to  do  ba'tle:  but  at  length  1  understood 
him  to  yield.  "We  talked  aver  terms,  lie  was  not  satisfied  with 
Bunn's  proposal,  hut  added  to  that  C200  down,  and  to  be  pai<l 
through  the  two  folio"  ing  seasons  .-'Jo  per  night,  after  which  the 
copyright  lo  revert  to  him.  This  is  rather  a  hard  bargain;  I  do 
hi 1 1.  think  Bimn  will  concede  so  much. 

March  3rrf.— My  birthday.  Lifting  up  my  heart  in  grateful 
prayer  to  God  for  a  continuance  of  Jlis  mercies  vouchsafed  to  me, 
T  begin  this  day,  the  forty-third  anniversary  of  my  birth.  Humbly 
and  earnestly  do  1  supplicate  11  is  goodness  Jor  the  health  and  peace 
and  virtue  of  my  beloved  family,  and  that  Ifo  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  sustain  joe  in  all  righteous  inienlhms,  and  to  purify  my 
mind  from  all  Jow  and  debasing  thoughts  and  inclinations,  that  by 
His  gracious  help  I  may  live  through  what  He  allots  to  me  of 
further  life  in  peace  of  heart  and  increasing  wisdom,  cduealing  my 
dear,  dear  family  in  His  faith,  fear,  end  pure  love,  and  being 
myself  a  blessing  in  my  alfeetion  and  assistance  to  my  dearest 
wife  and  also  my  dear  family.     Amen. 

A  very  painful  rheumatism,  with  which  f  awol;e,  became  more 
distressing  as  1  proceeded  with  my  toilet.  Particular  moments  in 
our  lives,  even  in  spile  of  ourselves,  produce  in  us  that  uncertain 
guessing  at  the-  future,  that  balancing  of  the  mind  between  hope 
and  fear,  which  induces  us  to  lean  to  any  shadowing  of  the 
hereafter  in  anything  of  cxlcrnal  nature  that  tho  imposition  of  tho 
moment  may  convert  into  a  presage  of  good  or  ill :  we  cannot  help, 
under  certain  influences,  the  domination  of  superstition.  I  could 
not  believe  a  man,  strong  as  wisdom  is  lo  combat  the  absurdity, 
who  would  vouch  that  he  never  had  yielded  to  such  momentary 
weakness.  A  very  unusual  visitor,  indeed  one  T.  never  before  saw, 
a  white  pigeon  or  dove,  perched  itself  on  the  apple-tree  opposite 
my  window,  and  was  seated  there  when  I  rose  and  dm-log  some 
time  while  I  was  dressing.  I  could  not  help  receiving  a  soothing 
influence  from  its  appearance  as  ifo  Ih-s.t  object,  to  greet  my  sight 
on  this  day.  "Went  to  my  beloved  Catherine's  bedroom,  found  her 
and  her  dear  babe  well,  and  received  her  grafulat.ious  with  tearful 
eyes  (I  know  not  why),  and  I  was  touched  by  the  little  voices  of 
my  children  wishing  me  "  many  happy  returns  "of  the  day. 

Acted  Virginias,  not  at  all  in  my  best  style:  had  to  contend 
against  noises  made  behind  the  scion:  louder  (ban  our  voices  on  the 
stage.  Still  I  strove,  and  was  partially  effective;  called  for  at 
the  end,  and  was  very  enthusiastically  received  by  the  audience. 

While  preparing  to  go  to  the  theatre  I  was  struck  with  tho 
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splendour  of  tli e  sun,  that,  setting,  burst  from  a  mass  of  clouds  that 
had  dimmed  his  briu-lilncss  through  1I10  diiy,  and  in  the  afternoon 
quite  obscured  it.  It  seemed  a  presaging  type  In  me  that  my  own 
life,  chequered  and  darkened  us  it  has  been,  should  be  serene  and 
bright  nt  its  close. 

March  Qth.—To  Bath.— (In the  stage-coach.)  Captain  Bouohier, 
as  I  soon  learned  his  name  lo  be,  talked  much;  nmonif  other 
subjects  mentioned  young  Kcan's  success  at  Bath,  told  mc  that  he 
knew  him,  and  that  his  dresses  cost  him  L'i'.O  per  annum,  that  he 
was  very  pleasant,  and  related  many  amusing  stories  about  the 
theatre.  Une  0!'  Mae  ready,  who  is  a  good  aeior,  hut  he  can  never 
play  without  applause.  He  went  on  one  night  to  play,  and  no 
notice  was  taken  of  him,  on  which  he  said  to  the  manager,  "  I 
cannot  get  on  if  they  do  not  applaud  me."  Upon  which  tho 
manager  went  round  and  (old  the  audience  that  Mr.  Macready 
could  not  act  if  they  did  not  applaud  him.  When  Macready 
reappeared,  the  applause  was  so  incessant  as  to  disconcert  him,  and 
he  observed,  "  Why,  now  J  cannot  act,  there  i-i  so  much  applause." 
I  told  him  I  rather  discredited  the  story.  "  Tn  short,"  I  observed, 
"perhaps  I  ought  to  apologise  to  you  for  allowing  you  to  tell  it 
without  first  giving  you  my  name — my  name  is  Macready."  He 
was  very  much  confused,  and  las  courteous  in  apologising  as  1 
could  he. 

March  7 th.  —Werner.  8th.  — Virgmius.  10(7*.  — '  Provost  of 
Bruges.' 

March  12/.7.-  Received  letters  from  my  beloved  wife,  from  dear 
Letifia,  and  Mr.  I'arlley,  eommmiienlmg  to  me  Mi-.  Munn's  intima- 
tion to  the  Drury  Lane  Company,  through  Mr.  Cooper,  of  his 
inability  to  carry  on  1  lie  theatre  beyond  Lent  unless  the  company 
consented  to  a  reduction  of  their  salaries!  lam  not  included  in 
this  precious  bushes  by  the  terms  of  my  engagement  It  is  right 
that  I  should  well  ponder  the  issues  before  f  decide  to  become  a 
party  to  any  movement.     Onto  I  stood  forward  fur  the  art,  and 

tho  actors,  Mr.  B at  their  head,  deserted  mo.      'Provost  0! 

Bruges.' 

/Iri.ild,  Man:],  14th. — Went  lo  the  theatre.  There  was  a  good 
honse,  good  old  Bristol !  1  acted  liertnlphe  pari  icuiarty  well  to  an 
audience  who  came  to  be  delighted.  Was  loudly  called  for  by  tho 
audience,  and  long  and  loudly  cheered  when  I  went  forward.  1 
iold  them  how  happy  1  was  lo  receive,  their  applause,  and  hoped  next 
season  to  have  another  new  play  to  submit  to  their  judgment. 

Jij.de>;  March  MM.— Othello.     17 th.— Werner. 

Marcltl&k.— Went  to  the-  theatre,  where  I  had  the  satisfaction 
to  have  a  very  numerous  aunii  nee.  As  I  dared  not  strip  my  rheu- 
matic arm,  1  was  obliged  to  act  Vlrginius  in  my  shirt  sleeves, 
What  would  a  French  critic,  have  said  or  done';  Tho  extreme  care- 
lessness of  the  aetersvcrytiiiic.il  distressed  and  disabled  me.  It 
was  inexcusable  ;  T  tried  io  overcome  it,  but  [  could  not  lose  myself, 
BO  perpetually  was  I  recalled  to  tho  painful  reality  of  tho  "unlit 
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state  of  things  about  me.  lictwocn  tin:  lliiril  and  fourth  acts  tho 
manager  came  into  my  room  to  apologise  for  a  delay  of  some 
minutes,  while  Mr.  H.  llmrhcs  stripp-.al  the  toga  anil  decern  viral 

insignia  from  Ampins  Claudius,  a  Mr.  D ■,  and  invested  himself 

with,  them  to   finish   the   character,   Mr.   B having  been  so 

excessively  drunk  as  to  tumble  from  I  lie  «■■■'.<«  cumHs  in  the  forum. 
Oh,  Home!  if  the  man  had  been  acting  Onto,  it  might  have  been 
taken  for  a  point  of  character.  This  is  (lie  profession  which  the 
vulgar  envy,  and  the  proud  seem  ju.-iiiied  in  despising!  Iconic 
from  each  night's  performance  wearied  and  Incapacitated  in  body, 
and  sunk  and  languid  in  mind ;  compelled  to  bo  a  party  to  the 
blunders,  the  ignorance,  find  wanton  huil'oomry  which,  as  to-night, 
degrades  the  poor  art  I  am  labouring  in,  and  from  which  I  draw 
an  income  that  scarcely  promises  me,  with  a  moderate  scale  of 
expenditure,  a  comfortable  provision  for  my  old  age  and  a  bequest 
lor  my  children. 

Marrh  UV/i. — A  letter  from  Mr.Mude  informed  mc  that  my  terms 
at  Plymouth  were  acceded  to,  whioli,  much  as  1  long  to  return 
home,  I  was  very  much  pleased  to  learn.  Seeing  that  there  was 
a  prospect  of  making  Hornet  bins  out  of  the  wee];,  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  "Woulds,  offering  to  play  at.  J'ath  on  Saturday,  I  would  not, 
on  ordinary  occasions,  for  trilling  gains  harass  myself,  hut  here  is 
a,  prospect  of  adding  to  my  invested  money,  and  such  an  occasion 
is  not  idly  to  be  neglected.  "Wrote  to  Mr.  Mud c.  Euller  called 
and  sat  for  about  an  hour;  he  was  very  agreeable,  seems  very 
candid,  and  has,  I  think,  a  quick  insight  into  character.  Wrote 
mo  some  franks.*  At  the  theatre  the  manager  came  in  with  an 
elongated  visage,  to  say  that  "the  rtiseal"  of  a  prompter  had  sent 
him  a  note  that  moment  to  the  effect  that  he  had  "  never  been  go 
insultedashewas  that  momh.g,  t-v.d  that  he  should,  in  consequence, 
nobcomo  to  the  theatre  this  evening."  (This  prompter  had  given 
away  the  prompt  book  during  rehearsal,  for  which  the  rehearsal 
was,  of  course,  obliged  to  waif,  and  he  was  censured  for  doing  so— 
this  is  the  head  and  front  of  the  olh.-nding  against  this  vagabond.) 
These  are  players.  Some  willing  hearts  set  to  work  to  ''double, 
double  toil  and  trouble,''  and  doubled  accordingly  their  own  parts 
with  his.  1  sent  my  dresser,  also  a  sort  of  actor,  for  my  bag,  and 
to  call  about  a  warm  bath — I  wailed  his  return  until  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  Hunk  of  time;  I  proceeded  to  do  all  I  could— at  last 
my  mind  misgave  me  that  the  arch-rebel  had  perhaps  "drawn 
after  him"  some  of  1  fay's  power.  1  sent,  for  my  clothes,  which 
were  brought  by  a  strange  messenger,  and  1he  fatal  truth  came 
out  that  the  dresser  could  not  get  by  a  public-house,  bad  been 
sucked  in  by  the  inalslrnm,  mid  had  punk  its  victim.  1  had  recom- 
mended Mr,  Ifay  to  send  after  the  other  vagabond,  but  his  answer 
was,  "  God  bless  you,  sir !  he's  dead  drunk  by  this  time,  that's  it ! 
Ho  has  written  this  letter  on  the,  lw — bo's  pot-valiant.    He'll 

*  Charles  Bnllcr  wns  then  M.P.    for  Lisfceard,  and  tho  privilege  of  par- 

li;:iuanl.;n-y  tr;iii!;i:i£  iv;;-  stiii  in  existence. — Lr>. 
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never  be  found  to-night."  Well,  with  the  abdication  of  one  and 
the  desertion  of  the  oilier  wo  trot  through  very  tolerably  ;  though 
never  did  the  as.sumer  ol"  royally  justify  the  net  of  regicide  more 
truly  than  the  ICml  of  bknders  this  evening. 

,1/rfjY.7t  2U'  —  William  'i'ell.     'I'lr.d.— Macbeth.     2 onf.— Werner. 

JZarcft  24W/ — Tried  to  act  well  to  a  very  good  bouse  ;  was  dis- 
concerted at  first  by  ("untying  Hint  sonic  persons  in  the  stage  hos 
were  uncivil,  when  1  found  they  were  warmly  admiring.  Still 
more  thrown  oil'  my  Ijnlnocc  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cooper,  giving 
me  notice  of  'L'iehiii'd  111.'  for  Easter  Monday.  Oh,  Mr.  Bunn— 
I  was  distressed  at  tirst,  and,  as  usual,  angry,  but  soon  reasoned 
myself  into  complacency,  or  o.l  least  resolution  not.  to  let  it  be  any 
advantage  to  the  man  who  thinks  to  annoy  me,  and  perhaps  to 
mako  mo  relinquish  my  engngement  -it  in  but  a  night's  uncom- 
fortable feeling  and  then  an  end]  It  cannot  kill  my  reputation, 
for  my  reputal  ion  docs  not  re--t  upon  the  past ;  I  will,  however,  do 
my  best  with  it.  Acted  as  well  as  I  could  to  a  very  prepossessed 
audience,  who  would  make  mu  go  forward  at  the  cud,  which,  after 
much  delay,  I  did. 

I'lymonUi,  March  257/t.-  -In  the  Examiner  newspaper  I  seo  a 
paragraph  stating  Hint  the  King  has  appointed  "Alfred  Bunn, 
Esq.,"  one  of  his  honourable  geut.loiucu-at-arnis!  "  Oh,  thou  world! 
thou  art  indeed  a  melancholy  jest." 

Kl'.fra1,  Mm-o'i  2fi-.'.'.. — Answered,  by  acceptance,  llie  invitation  of 
the  Literary  Fund  Committee  to  be  steward  at  their  festival. 

April  ilh. — Letter  from  Talfourd,  proposing  to  be  here  on 
Friday.  Read  over 'Ion,' in  order  to  get  a  general  idea  of  its 
arrangement. 

April  HIM-  On  TaHnnid's  arrival,  about  ,'■!  o'clock,  wo  went  over 
the  play,  he  not  oli'.oing  an  objection  to  nil  rny  omissions.  After 
dinner  we  settled  the  tonus  of  (lie  announcement;  Lelitia  returned 
from  town.  Talfourd  and  myself  went  together  in  bis  carriage  to 
town.  On  our  way,  in  speaking  of  the  la-aribuniings  and  little- 
nesses pi-actised  in  the  Hicalrical  profession,  and  observing  that, 
though  lawyers  said  that,  in  their  vocation,  they  were  exposed  to 
equal  annoyances,  yet  there  was  the  restraint  which  the  character 
of  gentlemen), dd  oil  then;  Talfourd  surprised  me  by  replying  that, 
he  did  not  think  there  were  any  unworthy  feelings  displayed  from 
rivalry  or  envy  at  the  bar.  I  did  not  accjniesee  in  his  opinion,  but 
it  served  to  convince  me  of  the  happier  life  t.bcy  lead  who  do  not 
stop  in  their  life's  journey  to  remove  every  impediment  from  their 
path  and  kick  every  bramble  out  of  (heir  way — how  much  more 
easily  and  more  readily  the  traveller  who  steps  over  the  dirt,  goes 
out  of  tho  way  of  obsi.ioate  hindrances,  and  leaves  the  thorns 
through  which  be  picks  bis  path,  attains  the  goal  of  his  desires  ! 
Tallbord's  easiness  of  disposition,  his  general  indulgence  for  others' 
faults,  and  good-natured  aversion  to  dispuie.  !ms  proved,  in  the  hap- 
piness that  has  resulted  from  soeli  ninia.bilily,  the  best  wisdom. 

A/rril  10th. — 'The  Iron  Chest'  seemed  to  be  an  alternative,  if 
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1  Ion'  be  out  of  the  question,  for  my  benefit,  should  I  feci  myself 
eii.pii.blc'  of  sliidy in;.:  the  character  in  time.  which  is  doubtful. 

April  I  ltii. — fiead  over  the  part  of  Sij-  Coward  Mortimer,  to  see 
if  I  could  adopt  it  lor  my  benefit.  Found  I  could  not  do  justice 
to  myself  in  it. 

London,  April  3  4;7i.—  Mr.  Kenneth  called  from  Mr.  Osbaldiston, 
to  learn  whether  i.  would  make  on  engagement  at  Oovetil  Garden  ; 
after  much  disjointed  chat  I  said  that  1  had  7:0  wish  to  go  to  that 
theatre,  but  that  for  money  I  would,  viz.,  for  £"20  per  night  for 
twenty  nights.  He  is  not  likely  to  give  it,  and  nothing  hut  tho 
want  of  money  could  induce  me  to  ask  it. 

Took  all  the  pains  I  could  with  Macbeth,  Int.  had  not  made  duo 
preparation;  acted  pretty  well,  hut  did  not  finish  off  some  of  my 
effects  so  well  us  I  should  jio.v-o  done  wiili  a,  little  more  preparation. 
'I'lie  audience  persisted  in  calling  for  me,  and  cheered  mo  most 
o.nlhusiastieally. 

Talfourd  eame  in  hum  the  House,  where  he  had  been  speaking 
on  flogging  in  the  army.  He  said  that,  he  was  nervous  and  rapid, 
hut  listened  to  with  ,"ti;it  indulgence.  Showed  him  a  letter  from 
Ellen  Tree  which  1  had  just  received,  in  which  she  mentioned  her 
intention  of  being  in  town  2:-!ml  May.  ami  her  willingness  to  study 
Cleitiauthe  for  me.  Neither  Cooper  nor  Bunn  were  in  the  theatre, 
60  Ibat  nothing  could  be  settled. 

April  let/i.- -Wrote  to  Ellen  Tree  in  answer  to  her's  received 
last  night.  Called  at,  the  theatre  to  speak  about  my  night,  and 
my  dress  for  King  John.  Speaking  to  Mr.  Cooper,  1  saw  in  the 
ploy-bill  that  I  was  announced  for  to  morrow  night  in  '  William 
Tell '  as  the  after- piece.  I  directly  told  Mr,  Cooper  that  I  would 
not  do  it;  that  it  was  utterly  unjust  hi  able,  .tie  said  it  was,  but  I 
had  better  write  a  letter,  disclaiming  Mi'.  Ihmn's  right,  and  do  it 
on  that  occasion.  I  refuse!.  He  then  said,  "  What,  shall  I  dor"' 
wanting  me  to  play  Kim;  Henry  IV.  (Second  .Part)  as  an  after- 
piece on  his  night.  He  talked  about  my  unkiaeness  in  not  doing 
it  for  him,  but  I  cut  the  conversation  as  short,  as  I  could.  Talmer 
had  left  the  wardrobe  and  f  went  on,  calling  at  the  Garricl;  Clnh, 
where  I  read  the  list  of  the  oelobre.tois  of  Shakespeare's  birthday. 
April  lGtk. — Rose,  after  revolving  all  modes  of  meeting  aiid 
treating  this  business,  with  (he  purpose  of  endeavouring;  to  obtain 
an  engagement  that  there  should  be  no  recurrence  of  this  half- 
price  work,  and  so  far  to  concede.  Sent  a  noto  to  Dow,  after 
having  seen  the  announcement  in  the  hills,  requesting  him  to  call 
liere,  and  a  note  to  Cooper  to  the  same  effect.  How  called,  and  we 
talked  over  the  affair;  lie  was  very  averse  to  my  appearing  in 
'  William  Tell  '  this  evening,  hut.,  like  myself',  had  a  dread  of  giving 
offence  to  the  public.  Whilst  lie  went  on  an  embassy  to  Cooper  to 
state  my  consent  to  perform  the  part.  Ibis  night,  provided  an  en- 
gagement, was  given  that,  nothing  of  the  sort  should  recur  during 
my  engagement,  and,  in  the  event,  of  Mr.  Thmn  refusing  to  give 
such  pledge,  that.  1   should  hold  Cooper  personally  responsible  for 
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anything  he  might  say  Ji  :,.'-u,aJ..;:y  to  my  intcri.sf.s  this  evening  (all 
of  ■which  lie  did  in  a  very  (limit  and  spirited  maimer),  I  wrote  out 
a  copy  of  a  handbill,  to  Ins  delivoir-d  at  Ihe  doors  of  the  theatre, 
(riving  notice  of  ray  non-appearance.  It  was  then  agreed  finally 
between  us  that.  1  should  stand  un  the  guarantee  (having  been  re- 
quired to  appear  in  two  plays  as  Lifter-pieces),  and  if  it  were 
refused,  that  I  should  not  act. 

A  note  came  in  a  yielding  tone,  hut  declining  to  give  the  under- 
taking against  reeurrcnee  of  the  matter,  and  1  wrote  shortly  back 
that  on  no  other  condition  would  T  consent  to  appear. 

Spoke  to  Mr.  Cooper  aboiii.  my  lu-mdii.  night,  to  which  I.  required 
an  answer,  and  asked  hiin  if  lie  was  authorized  to  send  the  note 
he  did?  He  said  Xo,  for  "Mr.  Tiunii  was  not  in  the  theatre,  but 
that  subsequently  he,  Bnnn,  had  sanctioned  it.  This  I  believe  to ' 
lie  an  equivocation.  He  dared  not  have  given  the  guarantee  in 
Mr.  Bonn's  name  unless  Eunn  had  left  him  a  discretionary  power 
to  that  effect.  There  seemed  to  be  a  very  general  feeling  of  disgust 
at  Mr.  Bunn's  behaviour  among  the  people  connected  with  the 
theatres. 

Had' not  been  able  to  read  '  William  Tell.'  but  took  all  the  pains 
in  my  power  with  its  performance,  and  rendered  it  very  effectively, 
particularly  when  (be  litem.:.-?  of  the  hour  is  taken  into  account. 
The  audience  did  not  move  till  the  very  last,  and,  after  going  to 
my  room,  1  was  obliged  to  return  at  the  call  of  tho  remaining 
audience,  who  would  not  depart,  and  who  cheered  me  most 
enthusiastically.  Talfourd  ami  l'orsier  had  come  into  my  room, 
and  stayed  with  me  whilst  1  undressed. 

So  ended  a  day,  and  thus  was  passed  over  a  threatening  danger, 
which  might  have  had  an  evil  influence,  with  a  different  issue," on 
my  whole  future  life.  j\s  if  Is,  the  events  of  to-day  are  more  likely 
to  make  friends  for  me  than  enemies. 

The  thought  of  my  children  several  times  to-day  served  to 
retard  and  "to  impel  me,  as  I  grew  into  passion  or  sank  into 
despondency. 

I'j'slnr,  Hanihy,  April  1'tli.— Took  Hilling's  eo.ich  to  Elstree; 
slept  a  little  of  the  way,  and  though I-  upon  ami  read  'Ton'  for  the 
remainder.  The  fog  was  quirr;  :i  November  one  ;  lights  in  all  the 
open  shops,  and  in  many  of  the  breakfast- rooms.  1  could  not  see 
to  read  in  town.  Found  on  my  arrival  all  well,  thank  God.  A 
note  from  Power  accepting  our  invitation  for  Saturday  next. 
Settled  my  accounts.  Could  not.  help  feeling  how  much  I  had  to 
be  thankful  for  in  the  enjoyment  of  so  mtieh  quiet,  when  I  reflected 
on  the  tumult  of  care  and  apprehension  into  which  a  false  step 
yesterday  might  have  thrown  me. 

In  going  to  afternoon  church,  called  at  the  Chalk's  to  write  an 
order  for  Tuesday,  which  they  had  sent  to  request. 

London,  April  18th.— Wrote  to  Mr.  Cooper,  sending  him  tho 
prompt-book  of 'Ion,'  and  the  east,  of  the  characters  as  I  should 
advise:  at  the  same  time,  to  save  any  pain  to  his  feelings,  T  wrote 
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a  note  to  Mr.  ISrindal,  asking  linn,  as  an  indulgence  to  myself,  to 
play  the  part  of  Crythes,  which  J  bail  a.ssigncd  to  him. 

Wroto  a  letter  to  HUen  Tree,  apprising  her  of  the  night  fixed 
for  the  performance  of  ■  J.i.'Ti,'  and  thanking  her. 

Hetuming  to  dinner,  wrote  miles  to  Farren,  Hurley,  and  Earlier, 
requiring  them  to  meet  here  on  Wednesday,  to  consider  our 
condition,  ami  its  chances  and  means  of  amendment. 

April  VJtJi, — Went  to  rehearsal,  when  I  arranged  my  dress,  there 
being  nothing  in  the  theaire  that,  conhl  he  worn.  Notes  of  orders 
mid  promise  of  attendance  to-morrow  from  I''avrcn  and  from 
Kenneth,  conveying  to  me  Mr.  Osbiildi.sioifs  relnsal  to  accede  to 
the  terms  I  had  mentioned.  I  feci  no  regret  at,  it ;  for  it  is  money 
purchased  at  a  heavy  rest  of  feeling  to  go  into  that  theatre.  Saw 
Bartley,  who  promised  to  call  to-morrow.  Went,  to  the  Garrick 
Club,  where  I  saw  the  papers  and  dined.  Wrote  notes  with 
orders  to  Dyer  and  \\  allaee,  which,  when  I  reached,  chamber!!,  J 
sent  by  Harding.  Koto  from  Harley  with  promise  of  attendance 
to-morrow.  "Wrote  to  dear  Catherine  about  house  atfairs.  Rested 
for  a  short  time.  Paid  account  -  the  carpet:  and  rug  which  were 
bought.  Eead  part  of 'King  John'— laid  outniy  clothes,  and  went 
to  the  theatre.  An  anonymous  admirer  wishes  me  in  play  Hotspur 
and  Caius  Gracchus.  Acted  King  John  in  a  way  that  assured  mo 
that  I  could  play  it.  excellently  :  it  seemed  to  make  an  impression 
on  tho  house,  but  I  had  not  made  it  sure,  finished,  and  perfectly 
individual iseil.  Some  finds  set,  up  a  monstrous  hubbub  at  the 
passage  of  defiance  to  the  Pope,  and  Sir.  Charles  Dance  told  me 
afterwards  in  the  green-room  I  hat  the  Cat  holies  would  "  cut  our 
throats."  Is  it  a  Bin— or  ought  it  not  to  be— to  have  the  faculty 
of  reason  and  the  power  of  cultivating  it  by  examination,  and  yet 
remain  so  low  in  the  intellectual  scale? 

Mrs.  — — was  very  iimflhetive  in  the  effective  part  of  Constance, 
What  a  character!  But  it  is  because  every  line  is  bo  ctfective 
that  common  minds  cannot  rise  from  one  level,  and  have  not  the 
skill  by  contrast  and  variety  to  give  relish  and  effect  without 
great  effort. 

April  '2Q!.h — Mr.  Hartley  came  to  his  appointment,  and  we  fell 
into  a  general  eon versaiion  upon  the  condition  of  the  theatres,  arid 
the  means  of  restoring  the  art  lo  a  belter  state,  lie  spoke  of  my 
situation  as  at  the  very  head  of  my  profession,  and  bis  readiness  to 
go  onward  in  any  path  thai  I  mi^ht  point  out-  as  likely  to  lead  to 
success;  he  also  corrected  the  statement  of  his  letter  to  me  in  Enth 
about  tho  advance  of  money,  saying  that  he  would  not  render 
himself  liable  to  unknown  responsibilities,  but  that  as  far  as  one, 
two,  three,  or  even  more  hundred  pounds  would  go,  lie  would  not 
hesitate.  I  toid  him  that  was  all  1  could  expect,  and  all  that  I 
myself  intended  to  venture  ;  that  J  believed  I  was  a  poorer  man 
than  any  of  the  pari  ies  summoned,  with  heavier  claims  upon  mo ; 
and  that  nothing  could  induce  me  to  incur  an  uncerliijti  responsi- 
bility.    Messrs.  Harley  and  I'arren  came,  and  I  told  them  that  I 
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Lad  summoned  them  to  karri  -their  opinion  find  dispositions  in  the 
acknowledged  depressed  mid  oppressed  state  of  our  art,  as  to 
making  some  effort  towards  its  re-esitdilisliment.  It  was  difficult, 
to  confine  Messrs.  Hurley  and  harrem  to  the  question  ;  tLey  would 
ramble  to  their  individual  wrongs  ami  insults.  I  brought  Ihem 
Lack,  and  requested  their  separate  doelarations  of  their  resolutions 
to  co-oporato  or  no.  T  addressed  myself  first  to  hartley,  as  the 
oldest  present.  He,  with  every  appearance  of  frankness,  gave  Lis 
entire  assent  to  any  plan  that  wore  a  lace  of  likelihood  for  the 
drama's  regeneration,  and  (hat  as  far  as  iJoOO  would  go,  Lo  would 
venture.  I  replied,  "  That  was  all  any  one  could  ask."  Harley 
seemed  disposed  lo  fro  further,  hut  rested  upon  a  similar  declara- 
tion, giving  in  his  hearty  adhesion.  Farrcn  at  last  gave  Lis  lull 
consent  to  go  the  full  length  tLat  the  others  Lad  agreed  to,  and, 
unless  our  union  were  previously  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  to 
hold  himself  hound  to  its  resolutions  if  acted  upon  unanimously  ; 
but  that  if  nothing  effectual  "were  aceomphshed  by  I  lie  end  of  July, 
Le,  as  the  rest  of  us,  should  then  he  free  lo  pursue  his  own  separate, 
interest.  Tin's  point  settled,  T  asked  if  any  one  had  any  plan  to 
propose?  hartley  had;  namely,  to  call  a  meeting  and  try  and 
prevail  on  300  persons  to  lend  £100  eaeh  towards  the  purchase  or 
erection  of  a  theatre  for  the  drama,  without  interest  or  free  ad-  ■ 
mission,  Lilt  with  the  seeurity  of  the  building  for  the  repayment  of 
their  principal.  This  I  in; mediately  objected  to  as  visionary  and 
impracticable. 

After  somedi.--eus.~ien,  we  agreed  lo  meet,  at  .1  o'clock  on  Monday, 
and  consider  on  the  subject  of  a  memorial  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain 
or  to  the  King,  exposing  our  grievanees,  and  supported  Ly  the 
names  and  recommendations  of  all  the  liierury  and  influential  men 
we  could  procure  to  sign  it.  It  was  also  agreed  that.,  previous  to 
its  presentation,  we  should,  as  1.  counselled,  meet  the  D.  L.  Com- 
mittee and  coaler  with  them  on  an  otfer  started  by  Hartley,  namely, 
to  risk  with  them  the  chances  of  full  or  partial  re.jjt  and  salaries. 
On  this  we  parted. 

Ebtrct;  April,  Hist.— The  man  came  to  Lottlo  the  cider,  and 
taking  Phillips  as  his  md».  de  houUilli:?,  began  his  work,  which  I 
from  time  to  time  looked  in  upon.  Gave  the  dear  children  their 
dinners,  and  afterwards  walked  with  them  to  Mrs.  Ilowarth's, 
where  I  left  a  card;  thence  returning,  wo  went  with  the  dogs  to 
the  reservoir. 

April  23a/.—  llesiioiei.l  that  extraordinary  poem  of  '  Paracelsus. ' 
after  dinner,  and,  on  coming  from  tea,  began  to  prepare  tho 
projected  memorial  for  a  licence  to  exercise  our  calling,  and  dis- 
enthral ourselves  from  hunn. 

London,  April  2!>tl>.—  On  my  way  to  the  theatre  saw  myself 
announced  lor  Pilchard  11 T.  Friday  next.  Here  was  tho  climax  of 
spite  ;  I  laughed  out  in  the  street  at  it.     It  aetually  amused  inc. 

Rehearsed  '  Stranger,'  hastily  and  without  care,  which  I  ought 
not  to  have  done,     llarley  came  to  his  appointment ;  hartley  was 
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subpoenaed  at  atrial  in  Westminster ;  and  Farren  did  not  arrive 
until  an  hour  after  his  time ;  he  was  at  rehearsal.  We  adjourned 
to  Saturday. 

April,  M7(/i. — At  Garrick  Club,  "acre  I  dined  ami  saw  the  papers. 
Met  Thackeray,  who  bus  spent  all  his  fortune,  and  is  now  about 
to  settle  at  Paris,  J.  believe,  as  an  artist,  llcii:  ruing  to  chambers, 
in  Prince's  Street,  llrury  Lane,  f  heard  t)ie  exclamation,  "Sir, 
you're  robbed  !"  and  saw  a  lad  about  nineteen  rush  by,  pursued  by 
a  tradesman-looking  person.  I  pursued  my  course  a  little  faster 
to  see  the  issue;  the  lad  threw  down  a  handkerchief  which,  as  I 
approached,  1  thought  lobbed  like  mine.  I  soon  saw  it  was,  and 
received  it  from  a  boy  who  picked  it  up,  Tho  pursuer  brought 
back  the  thief,  and  asked  me  what  T  would  do.  After  some  hesita- 
tion I  sacrificed  my  reluctance  to  punish  tbe  culprit  to  a  sense  of 
duty,  and  consented  to  go  to  Eow  Sheet.  An  officer  of  the  polico 
toid  me  that  tbe  magistrate  would  proceed  in  a  summary  way,  and 
commit  him  as  a  rubric  and  a  vagabond.  J  accordingly  went  over 
and  waited  some  time  in  the  justice-room  with  tho"  prisoner  and 
captor,  and  at  last  we  were  taken  before  a  clerk,  to  whom  we  gave 
our  depositions,  'i.'be  captor's  name  was  Arthur,  an  upholsterer 
in  Albany  Stivet,  Herat's  j'ark.  Tbe  magistrate  came  in,  and 
instead  of  the  "summary  mode"  promised,  bound  me  over  to 
prosecute  at  the  sessions.  I  think  it  is  a  duty  to  society,  consti- 
tuted as  it  is,  to  do  so,  though  I  should  ibrgivo  (he  piur  wretch  if 
J.  bad  the  power. 

Bead  over  King  Henry  IV.,  went  to  tbe  theatre,  and  acted  tho 
part  in  my  very  good  style.     T  was  satisfied  with  much  that  I  did. 

Met  Dow,  and  we  set  out,  ho  intending  to  accompany  me  to  tbe 
theatre;  as  wo  passed  along  be  stopped  1  o  read  l.hc  plav-biil,  and 
exclaimed  "What's  that'.1— '  The  three  first  acts  of  Kiehard  in."' 
So  it  was  announced  in  the  play-bill.  Ho  observed,  "  You  will  not 
do  it  ?"  and  recommended  me  to  go  .a  rut  declare  lie  Core  a  witness  to 
Mr.  Cooper  tli»t  I  would  go  on  and  ask  tbe  audience  whether  they 
would  have  the  play  in  its  muiilated  stall!  or  complete?  I  parted 
with  him  at  the  stage  door,  and  taking  the  prompter  into  Mr. 
Cooper's  room.  1  said  as  much,  not  at  all  angrily,  but  rather 
amused.  Mr.  Cooper  said  be  would  communicate  the  message  to 
Mr.  Bunn. 

Dined  at  the  Gurriek  ("bib,  where  T  saw  newspapers  and  looked 
over  'Sketches  by  lioz.'  SawDuruset,  Durrant,  and  Winston,  who 
were  surprised  at  the  "three  acts."  Lay  down  in  bed  for  an  hour 
and  a  half.  Acted  Macbeth  very  fairly:  I  bad  to  goad  my  mind 
into  tho  character,  lor  my  thoughts  wandered  to  the  feverish  slate 
of  things  about  me.  Mrs.  —-was  the. Lady  Mn.cbeih  ;  she  should 
take  some  ofi.be  blame  for  my  occasional  inefficiency  ;  she  was  so 
bad,  so  monotonous,  so  devoid  of  all  thought  or  feeling  of  ebaracter 
so  artificial,  and  yet,  as  it  were,  elaborating  nothing.  There  was 
no  misconception,  because  (here  was  no  concept  ion,  no  attempt  at 
assumption,  it  was  Mrs. .    I  gavo  Mr.  Ward  a  hard  knock  on 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


183G.  Mutilation  of  '  Richard  the  Third.'  379 

the  head  inadvertently,  or  rather  through  his  m.ii  awkwardness, 
for  ■which  I  was  sorry  ;  but  had  I  laid  it  open  lie  could  not  have 
displayed  more  agony.  T  was  culled  for  and'  obliged  io  go  forward, 
and  was  very  warmly  received.     Talfourd  came  to  my  room. 

April  'J.Slii. — Went  io  t lie  tlieat.ru  and  rehearsed  in'tho  saloon 
'  The  three  first  ads  cf  Kin//  lib  hard  1JJ.,'  every  actor  expressing 
his  indignation  at  the  proceedings. 

Wrote  a  sort  of  protest  on  tin:  ii.-rca  acts  to  Cooper,  but  on  eon- 
siJeration  v\\-  i  jiri.1  ihe  thing  was  not  worth  it. 

Tried  in  chambers  to  read— in  vain  :  tried  to  compose  myself  by 
sleep,  still  I  was  depressed,  and  unable  to  think  on  my  character 
to-morrow  night ;  I  tried,  and  could  not.  Wrote  a  letter,  a  short 
one,  to  Edward.  Took  tea,  did  what  I  could  to  compose  and 
soothe  my  spirits — it  would  not.  be  ;  my  inability  to  prepare  myself 
in  the  part  of  Kichard,  which  I  have  not  acted  for  more  than  four 
years,  by  to-morrow  night,  qiiite  weighed  me  down ;  I  tried  the 
part,  the  consciousness  of  not  having  time  to  duly  consider  and 
practise  it  quite  rendered  unavailing  all  attempts.  Passion  and 
angry  thoughts,  angry  to  a  degree  of  savageness  and  desperation, 
agitated  mo  long  and  painfully. 

If  I  were  prepared  in  the  character,  I  should  laugh  ;  I  am  tor- 
mented by  painful  doubts  and  ji i i savings.  Sometimes  I  thiuk  of 
resigning  my  engagement,  which  is  at  least  £;50.  I  eonnot  do  ib; 
let  what  may  happen,  I  must  trust  in  Cod,  for  Cod  knows  I  have 
very  few  friends  here.    I  am  very  unhappy. 

A-jrril  2'Mii. — Hose  with  uneasy  thoughts  and  in  a  very  disturbed 
state  of  mind,  which  I  roasnnr.d  into  more  placidity  as  I  proceeded 
with  my  toilet;  but  I  had  difficulty  in  controlling  my  mind,  labour- 
ing under  the  alt  ornate  sensaiions  nl'  exasperation  and  depression. 
Wrote  to  Dow,  that  I  had  settled  on  doing  the  three  acts  to-night, 
although  it  was  against  my  engagement,  (.'ailed  on  .Forstcr  on  my 
way  to  rehearsal,  who  told  me  of  Kcmble's  expression  of  his  indig- 
nation at  Mr.  Bumi's  behaviour.  At  rehearsal  I  spoke  to  Cooper 
on  the  stage,  to  the  effect  that  it.  was  not  worth  my  while  to 
record  any  protest,  but  that  I  would  not  do  such  a  thing  again  as 
act  in  a  mutilated  play,  my  engagement,  not  warranting  the  fact. 
Went  to  Garrick  Club:  saw  Hartley  and  Tdcadows  ;  dined,  and 
looked  at  papers.  Spoke  to  Winston  about  the  patents  and 
licences  under  which  the  theatres  are  now  conducted.  He  pro- 
mised to  send  me  copies,  &c.  Charles  Kemblo  and  Power  were 
in  the  coffee-room,  and  speaking  of  this  scandalous  and  insulting 
proceeding.  On  coining  to  chambers  "i  wrote  a  letter  to  Lovell 
on  the  subject  of  Bunn's  debt  to  him,  but  thinking  that  it  might 
seem  an  underhand  revenge,  T  threw  the  letter  in  the  fire. 

31  y  spirits  wore  so  very  much  depressed,  so  overweighed  by  tho 
situation  in  which  I  was  placed,  that  .[  lay  down  to  compose 
myself,  and  thought  over  the  part  of  liiebard  as  well  as  I  could. 
Went  to  tho  theatre;  was  tetchy  and  unhappy,  but  pushed  through 
the  part  in  a  sort  of  desperate  way  as  well  us  I  could.     It  is  not 
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easy  to  describe  Ihc  statu  of  pent-rip  feeling  of  anger,  shame,  ami 
desperate  passion  that.  I  endured.  As  I  c-mic  off  i  ho  stage,  ending 
tUo  third  act  of  '  liielia.nl,'  in  passing  by  J  Sunn's  doer  I  opened  it, 
and  unfortunately  he  was  there.  I  could  not  contain  myself;  I 
exclaimed,  "You  damned  scoundrel!  How  dare  you  use  mo  in 
this  manner?"  And  going  up  to  hini  as  lie  sat  on  the  other  side 
of  the  table,  I  struck  him  as  he  ruse  a  backhanded  slap  across  the 
face.  I  did  not  hear  what  he  said,  but.  T  due;  my  list  into  him  as 
effectively  as  T  could  ;  lie  caught  hold  of  me,  and  got  at  one  time 
the  little  finger  ol  my  left  hand  in  his  mouth,  and  bit  it.  I  ex- 
claimed, "You  rascal!  Would  you  bite  V"  IIo  shouted  out 
'■Murder!  Murder!'  and  after  some  little  time  several  persons 
came  into  the  room.  I  was,  then  upon  the  sofa,  the  struggle 
having  brought  ns  ridit  round  the  table.  Wilhoul.;,  the  prompter, 
said  tome.,  "Sir,  you  hail  better  go  to  your  room,  you  had  better 
go  to  your  room."  I  got  up  accordingly,  ami  walked  away,  whilst 
he,  I  believe,  for  I  did  not.  distinctly  hear  him,  was  speaking  in 
Abuse  of  me.  Dow  came  into  my  room,  then  i'orsfer  and  young 
Longman.  "Wallace  soon  after,  evidently  deeply  grieved  at  the 
occurrence.  They  talked  and  T  dressed,  and  wo  left  the  theatre 
together.  Wallace  and  I'Virstor,  on  Ihiw  leaving  us,  went  home 
with  me,  and,  taking  tea,  discussed  the  probable  consequences  of 
this  most  indiscreet,  most  imprudent',  most  blameablo  notion. 
Forster  was  strongly  fur  aiti-mpting  to  throw  Mr.  Dunn  overboard, 
on  the  score  of  character ;  but  Wallace  manifestly  felt,  as  I  felt, 
that  I  had  descended  to  his  levd  by  raising  my  hand  against,  him, 
and  that  I  was  personally  responsible  I'm'  so  doing.  I  foci  that  I 
am,  and,  serious  and  painful  as  it  is,  I  will  do  my  duty. 

As  I  read  the  above  lines  1  aie  srill  more  struck  with  my  own 
intemperate  and  unfortunate  rashness,  I  would  have  gone 
through  my  engagement  in  forbearance  and  peace,  still  enduring 
wrong  on  wrong,  as  for  six  years  I  have  been  doing,  hut  my 
passions  mastered  me,  and  T  sought  to  wreak  them. 

No  one  can  more  severely  condemn  my  precipitation  than 
myself.  No  enemy  can  censure  me  more  harshly,  no  friend  lament 
more  deeply  my  forget  fulness  of  all  )  ought  to  have  thought  upon. 
My  character  will  suffer  for  descending  so  low,  am!  the  newspapers 


shall  not  know  what  1  am  thought  of;  my  own  family  know  what 
I  have  suffered,  and  will  pity  me;  but  1  have  committed  a  great 
error.  God  Almighty  forgive  mo  myforgetfuloess  of  the  principles 
I  have  hud  down  for  myself,  and  grant  that  I  may  not  suffer  as  T 
deserve  from  the-  reflections  which  I  dread  my  friends  will  pass 
upon  me. 

Arril  'AOili. — "Read  for  about  an  hour  in  bed  last  night,  and 
though  at  first  restless,  and  dri.aming  (if  being  in  the  custody  of  an 
officer,  my  sleep  was  sweet  and  refreshing.  In  opening  Johnson's 
'Lives'  in  bed  I  began  upon  the  narration  of  Savege's  unfortunate 
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rencontre  with  Sinclair  ;  the  idea  of  murder  presented  itself  so 
painfully  and  -strongly  to  my  mind  that  I  turned  directly  for 
relief  to  another  subject.  My  thoughts  have  been  scorpions  to 
me;  the  estimation  I  have  lost  in  society,  the  uncertainty  and 
shame  with  which,  if  T  am  again  invited  by  those  who  respected 
me,  I  shall  meet  their  looks,  is  a  punishment  which  has  anguish 
in  it. 

Henry  Smith  called  ;  it  was  evident  the  disastrous  report  of  last 
night  had  brought  him.  I  asked  him  if  there  was  anything  in  the 
paper?  He  said  ;'  Yes  ;"  that  lie  was  surprised  at.  the  paragraph 
in  the  Murninn  Chronicle,  and  had  (.'nine  to  ask  if  anything  couid 
be  done.  Wallace,  1'orster,  and  afl  or  wards  Dow  came  and  con- 
sulted on  what  was  host  to  ho  done;  looked  at  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  and  "Wallace  declining  to  be  a.  party  to  any  draught  of  a 
counter-statement,  the  others  adjourned  toPorster's  chambers,  and 
soon  after  returned,  having  oolite  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
better  to  let  the  thing  pass.  Yialla.ec  thought  diilorcntly,  and  so 
did  I,  agreeing  that  it  would  be  hotter  a  proper  statement  should 
appear  in  preference  to  an  improper  one.  Pursier,  therefore,  was 
to  call  on  Collier,  &c.  Barley,  Farrcn,  and  Hartley  called,  first 
speaking  on  this  unhappy  occurrence,  ami  then  passing  on  to  the 
business  of  our  meeting.     Mathews  called  to  see  me. 

1'clt  ashamed  to  walk  through  the  streets,  and  took  a  coach; 
ashamed  even  to  meet  the  look  of  the  people  hi  the  street.  Dined 
with  Tower. 

Letters  from  Ihinti,  Faying  that  .Mr.  Tinnn  was  ill  at  Erompton ; 
and  from  Mr.  1'ux.  kindly  offering  to  do  anything  io  set  the  matter 
right  with  the  public.  .Drove  homo  in  How's  cab.  Told  dearest- 
Catherine  and  Lolly  of  the  unfortunate  rashness  J.  had  been  guilty 
of.     They  were  deeply  distressed. 

M'.iy  1st.—  Called  on  YValiace,  whore  opinions  of  the  necessity  of 
going  out  if  called  were  now  unequivocally  declared,  and  in  which 
T,  as  before,  most  unreservedly  concurred.  Bolster  called,  and 
gaye  me  some  account  of  the  newspapers,  bringing  with  him  the 
Observer  and  Kxi.rmroer,  which  had  plain  statements  of  my  degrad- 
ing act  of  intemperance.  My  shame  has  been  endured  with  agony 
of  heart,  and  wept  with  bitter  fears.  The  fair  lame  of  a  life  has 
heen  sullied  by  a  moment's  want  of  self-command.  I  cannot 
shelter  myself  from  the  glaring  fact.  But  what  have  my  suf- 
ferings not  been?  I  can  never,  never,  during  my  life,  forgive 
myself. 

Went  to  dine  with  Talfnurd.  Saw  on  the  placard  of  the  Age, 
"  Great  T'ight.  B— nn  and  M — — y."  It  makes  me  sick  to  think 
of  it.  Belt  occasionally  uncctnforlahle  at  T;d  fund's,  but  on  the 
whole  was  more  comfortable  limn  I  had  anticipated.  Met  tho 
Bullers;  I  thought  C.  Buller  rather  cold,  and  that  he  was  desirous 
of  avoiding  a  more  intimate  acquaintance — I  have  brought  all 
such  aversions  on  myself.  I  have  no  right  lo  fortify  myself  in  my 
pride  against  the  feeling  of  regret  at  these  consequences  of  my  folly. 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


382  Macready'a  Diariet.  1836. 

Met  Kenyon,  whom  I  liked,  Chisholm,  young  Hamohun  Eoy,  and 
many  other  agreeable  men.  I  was  much  relieved  by  the  conver- 
nation.  Kc turning  to  chambers,  tried  to  write,  but  was  overcome 
by  sleep. 

Miii/  ■And. — On  my  way  to  the  Gar  rick  Club  saw  a  face  in  a. 
carriage  I  thought  I  knew,  and  immediately, as  I  passed,  JUalibrstu 
put  her  head  nut  of  the  window  and  waved  her  bund  to  me.  She 
seemed  bridally  attired.  How  different  her  lot  from  mine !  Slio 
with  fame,  affluence,  idolal  ry  on  every  side :  T.  poor,  struggling  to 
maintain  a  doubtful  reputation,  which  my  own  rashness  endangers, 
and  looking,  as  my  greatest  good,  lo  an  independence  which  may 
be  just  large  enough  to  educate  my  children  liberally  and  raise 
them  above  want ;  even  tins  is  now  very  doubtful.  What  would 
there  be  in  this  world  for  me  to  live  upon  it  if  I  had  not  my  wife 
and  children ? 

May  5th. — Dear  Catherine  hail  brought  a  leilcr  from  Kenneth 
with  an  offer  of  £200  for  twelve  nights  from  31  r.  Osbaldiston,  and 
an  invitation  from  Calcraft.     I  wrote  to   Kenneth,  wishing  to  seo 

Kenneth  csd'ed  ;  we  (silked  on  (be  matler,  and  be  took  down  my 
modification  of  Mr.  Osbaldiston's  o'i'er.  I  observed  that  I  did  not 
wish  to  trade  upon,  or  raise  my  terms  on,  this  unfortunate  occur- 
rence ;  but  that  I  could  not,  under  the  circumstances  of  theseason^ 
take  less  than  had  been  offered  to  other  actors;  that  I  did  not 
wish  him.  to  say  £2-3.0  for  twelve  nig'i'.s,  but  would  be  say  £200  for 
ten  nights,  of  £I'_!0  for  six?    For  'Ion'  I  also  stipulated. 

May  6<L— Shall  I  ever  know  peaee  of  heart,  strain  ?  The  very 
thought  of  meeting  such  men  as  Young,  so  prudent,  so  discreet, 
and  therefore  so  respected,  of  knowing  that  high-minded  men  like 
Colonel  D'Aguilar  read  in  the  newspapers  my  wretched  sell  degra- 
dation, tortures  and.  adonises  eie.  1  close  my  eyes  with  the  hated 
idea,  and  it  awakens  me  with  the  earliest  morning.  I  know  what 
misery  is,  that  misery  which  cannot  be  escaped:  it  is  "myself" 
that  am  the  " Heil "  that  is  consuming  me. 

Kenneth  returned  with  (he  terms  of  -Mr.  Osbaldiston,  which  I 
accepted,  viz.,  £:W)  for  ten  nights,  and  a  benefit  divided,  after  £20, 
beginning  Wednesday,  May  11th,  and  ending  Saturday,  June  11th. 
I  gave  my  promise  to  net  two  nights  in  addition  grata itous.lv. 
Kenneth  then  went  for  Mr.  Osbaloislon,  and,  reluming  with  him, 
we  interchanged  agreements,  which  1.  pray  God  may  prosper. 

M«y  7(h.— Found  at  my  chambers  a  note  from  Talfourd,  with 
(be  books  of  '  Ion'  for  Covent  Garden. 

Walked  out  to  call  on  Henry  Smith  ;  in  ibe  Covent-  Garden  play- 
bills my  name  was  blazing  hi  large  red  letters  at  the  head  of  the 
announcement. 

Went  to  The  Garriek  Club.  Kemble  came  in  as  I  was  going  out. 
I  told  the  waiter  tosi.sk  him  to  slop  into  the  strangers'  room,  which 
lie  did.  I  ssiid  thai:  it  bad  gratified  me  much  to  hear  of  the  liberal 
way  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  me  before  and  subsequently  to  this 
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unfortunate  affair;  that.  I  had  commissioned  my  friend  Talfourd 
to  say  as  much  to  him.  but,  .seeing  him  ilnii;,  I  those  to  anticipate 
ids  intention,  and  to  express  myself  tlio  sense  I  entertained  of  his 
liberal  manner  of  mentioning  my  name,  having  so  long  been  in  a 
slate  of  hostility  with  him.  lie  replied  Hint  he  had  never 
cherished  any  hosiile  feeling  towards  me,  and  that  his  language 
had  always  been  in  the  same  tone  ;  that  every  one  must  feel 
indignant  at,  the  infamous  conduct  of  ibis  Ilium  lowards  me,  and 
that  he  had  ever  entertained  the  best  ["relinks  for  me.  I  drew  off 
my  g'ovc,  and  said  that  I  had  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging 
the  liberality  of  his  conduct.  He  shook  hands  very  cordially, 
saying  that  it  had  been  always  a  matter  of  regret  to  him  that  our 
acquaintance  bad  been  interrupted,  and  I  replied  that  1  regretted 
this  reconcilement  had  been  forced  from  me  l;y  the  generous  and 
liberal  behaviour  which  he  had  shown,  and  hail  not  rather  pro- 
ceeded spontaneously  from  me.  Wo  then  talked  ;i  little  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, he  observing  that,  he  was  glad  Dunn  had  not  challenged 
me,  as  my  name  would  be  so  much  more  mixed  up  with  him ;  and 
J  added  that  I  was  not  quite  sure  how  far  it  would  have  been 
better  or  no,  as  1  had  made  arrangements  for  receiving  his  message, 
to  which  ho  observed,  "  If  you  were  challenged  of  course  you  must 
SO  out ;  every  man  must  go  out  wdien  challenged."  We  parted  in 
the  hall;  my  feelings  we're  excited  and  won  over  on  this  occasion; 
but  I  cannot  help  pausing  1  o  remark  how  very  much  I  yield  to  im- 
pulse, instead  of  guiding  my  course  through  hie.  on  a  stern,  un- 
derrating principle  of  justice.  I  call  ebr.rity  only  justice.  1  fear  I 
am  often  weal;  en  (his  account,  and  seem  vacillating  where  I  ought 
to  bo  unmoving.  1  certainly  feel  no  ill-will  to  Keinble  ;  on  the 
contrary,  feci  kindly  uisp.sed  to  him  on  account  of  his  language, 
&c,  at  this  juncture,  which,  it  is  manifest,  he  wished  me  to  be 
acquainted  with. 

Elslrce,  SitH'luy,  Mi.ii/  S,'.;. — Walked  round  the  garden,  enjoying 
the  beauty  of  the  morning.  Lo^  some  time  in  talking  over  this 
eternal  subject,  which  hannls  and  disqualifies  me  from  giving 
myself  to  good  employment.  After  my  accounts  I  read  over 
Werner.  In  the  afternoon  I  went  with  Letty  to  church,  which  I 
had  to  nervo  myself  to  do,  but  from  which  I  felt  much  comfort. 
The  first  Psalm  struck  me  as  applicable  to  my  own  condition. 
Walked  down  to  the  reservoir  with  Catherine,  T.eiitia,  and  the 
children,  taking  the  dogs  with  us.  Sat  with  the  children  afler 
dinner,  listening  lo  their  hymns,  ami  bearing  their  prayers.  God 
bless  them!  i'elt  overpowered  with  drowsiness ;  recovering, 
considered  and  wrote  down  what  I  thought  it  proper  to  say,  if 
requisite  to  speak,  to  the  audience  en  the  night  of  my  reappearance. 
Road  prayers  to  the  family.  I  pray  Almighiy  God  to  forgive  my 
transgressions,  and  extend  His  iacreiLul  protection  to  mo  for  the 
sake  of  those  so  justly  dear  to  me. 

London,  May  Uth.-  -t'ame  to  town  by  7i,!i'::<:'~,  reading  'Ion 'by 
the -way;  alighted  at  ('.'  an  i  bridge  Terrace,  and  called  on  Wallace, 
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who  told  mf!  flint  the  Sunday  papers  lia.il  not  extended  tlieir 
comments  on  this  wretched  aii'air,  which  !  was  glad  to  hear.  I 
submitted  to  him  the  address  i  thought  of  delivering  on  Wednes- 
day, which  he  considered  as  too  lolly,  ami  as  a!  lacking  Mr.  Bunn. 
Knowing  that  I  am  not  a  proper  and  dispassionate  judge  of  my 
ojfn  condition,  I  so  far  yieided  lo  his  observations  as  to  leave  the 
paper  with  him,  which  he  is  to  return  with  his  own  views  of  the 
style  of"  defence. 

(.'ailed  at  Covcnt  Garden  Theatre.  Saw  Mr.  Oshaldiston.  Sottled 
the  night  of  'Ton,'  L'Gt.h  instant.  Spoke  about  orders,  dressing- 
room,  &c,  in  all  of  which  Mr.  (.>.  seemed  desirous  of  accommodating 
me.  Was  introduced  to  Mr.  rit/.ball  (!)  the  Victor  Hugo,  as  he 
terms  himself,  of  Kngluaid — the  "Victor  No-go"  in  Mr.  Kee  ley's 
nomenclature. 

May  LQlh.—l  cannot  retire  to  my  lied  to-night  without  register- 
ing the  humble,  and  fervent  pniyer  of  my  heart  to  Almighty  did 
that,  forgiving  my  unwise,  unchristian,  and  frenzied  conduct,  Ho 
will  of  His  infinite  mercy  preserve  mo  from  the  many  ills  which 
my  conduct  may  have  provoked,  and  restore  me  to  the  quiet 
approval  of  my  own  conscience,  to  the  love  and  respect  of  my 
friends,  and  above  all  to  bis  Heavenly  care  and  protection,  through 
the  blessed  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 

May  lWi. — A  short  but,  most  kind  letter  from  Kllen  Tree;  it 
quite  affected  me.  A  clerk  brought  a  note  from  G.  Barker  as  I 
was  going  out,  inf  aaning  me  that  Evans  had  inquired  of  hirii  if  he 
was  not  my  solicitor,  as  lie  wished  to  serve  a  process  on  me,  ho 
(I!.')  olferiu;;  l.iia  tVnodly  assisla.oee  towards  settling  the  matter, 
which  he  thought  should  not  come  before  the  public.  I  answered 
it,  that  I  had  placed  myself  in  my  eonosel'.s  hands,  who  had  dis- 
posed of  me.  thanking  hi  in  kindly  for  his  offer. 

Went  to  the  theatre,  ami  in  dressing  si  ill  felt  rny  nerves  were  un- 
true to  me :  looked  over  the  early  pari;  of  the  play,  and  just  beforo 
I  went  on  I  screwed  up  to  care  for  nothing,  ami  went  boldly  and 
resolutely  forward.  On  my  entrance  in  Macbeth,  the  pit— indeed 
the  house — rose,  and  waved  hats  and  handkerchiefs,  cheering  in  the 
most  fervent  and  enthusiastic  manner,  It  lasted  so  long  that  it 
rather  overcame  me ;  but  1  entered  on  my  own  task  determined  to 
do  my  best,  and  I  think  I  never  acted  Macbeth  more  really  or  alto- 
gether better.  The  applause  was  tumultuous  at  the  fall  of  the 
curtain,  and  the  person  who  wear  on  was  driven  back  with  cries 
of  "No,"  and  I  went  before  them.  When  silence  was  gained  I 
spoke  an  address  as  follows  : 


lodgment;  but  I  cannot  disguise  from  myself  the  fact  that  the  c. 
cumstances  which  have  led  to  my  engagement  at  this  theatre,  after 
an  absence  of  inn  ay  yours,  are  uppermost  in  your  minds. 

"Into  those  e  i  re  inn  stances  i  will  not  eater  farther  than  by  two 
general   observations :  first,  that  I  was  subjected  in  cold  blood, 
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from  motives  which  I  will  not  characterise,  to  a  series  of  studied 
anil  annoying  and  mortifying  provocations,  personal  and  profes- 
sional. The  second,  (hat,  snihrmg  tinder  those  accumulated  pro- 
vocations, 1  was  betrayed,  in  a  moment  of  unguarded  passion,  into 
an  intemperate  and  imprudent  act,  lor  which  I  feel,  and  shall 
never  cease  to  feel,  tin;  deepest  avid  most  poignant  self-reproach 
and  regret. 

"  It  is  to  yon,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  to  myself,  that  I  owo 
this  declaration,  ami  J  lsisikc  it  with  iLiiiiiiV-i-t i-il  .sincerity. 

'■  To  liberal  and  generous  minds,  [  think,  1  need  say  no  more. 

"  I  cannot  resist  thanking  yon." 

This  seemed  to  alVeet  many,  and  engage  the  sympathies  of  all. 
Talfonrd,  Dow,  Smith,  Turner.  Wallace,  :u"aolise,' and  the  editors 
of  the  Post  and  Herald,  who  wished  a  report  of  the  speech,  came 
into  my  room,  hut  I  was  loo  nervous  to  have  pleasure  from  their 
presence,  AH  were  delighted,  and  I  felt  greatly  relieved  and 
truly  grateful. 

Mai/ViUi.  ■  ■n'lhuih'N  ^ciit  a  kind,  congratulatory  note  for  orders, 
which  I  sent  him.  Chilton  called,  which  1  thought  hind.  He  told 
me  that  I  could  not  set  off  my  loss  against  Bimn,  hut,  that  I  must 
proceed  by  a  cross-action,  on  which  L  resolved  if  attacked. 

Went  to  the  I  he  ntve  and  acted  Yirgmins  in  a  splendid  manner, 
quite  hearing  the  house  along  wilh  me.  "My  reception  was  most 
enthusiastic  on  my  entrance,  and  when  I  appeared  at  last  in 
obedience  to  the  call  of  the  audience. 

May  Uth.— Called  at  the  offices  of  Messrs.  White  and  Whit- 
more.  Found  there  that  the  process  had  been  served  by  Evans, 
Bunn's  attorney,  and  that  l.hey,  W.  and  W.,  had  entered  an  appear- 
ance for  me,  so  the  battle  is  begun. 

Wrote  to  l.'aleralr.  hiouiiir.g  of  him  what  would  bo  his  evidence 
on  '  The  Bridal.1  Mr.  Gray  called,  and  we  talked  over  the  matter 
of  the  cross-action,  which  lie  thought  should  be  proceeded  on  im- 
mediately, f,  of  coarse,  concurring  ;  be  seemed  to  think  I  might 
#o  for  the  whole  oi  my  engagement,  and  it  seems  tome  only  fair; 
hut  who  can  divine  the  scope  of  law? 

Etstrcc,  iSitiid'iy.  May  loth. — Walked  round  tiie  garden,  where 
the  sweetness  anil  freshness  of  everything  about  me  might  have 
had  a  tranquillising  power  over  any  mind  but  one  oppressed  by  a 
consciousness  of  error.  Read  and  learned  some  of  the  scenes  of 
'  Ion.'  Went  to  afternoon  church,  and  never  thought  of  the 
eclipse*  (T  have  the  ee!ip;e  of  my  own  character  to  think  of)  until 
Mr.  Chalk  ■mentioned  it;  we  had  thought,  the  deep  gloom  was  a 
forerunner  of  rain.  Mr.  (.'hall;  had  given  out  the  afternoon  service 
to  begin  at  4  o'clock,  expecting  the  day  to  be  quite  darkened. 

London,  Mtiy  .1  ij ■'.-'.. — Trial  of  pickpocket  at.Cierkei'.well.  Sentenced 
to  three  months'  imprisonment. 

May  18tA. — .Rehearsed  'Stranger.*    Talfourd  and  White  came. 

*  An  annular  cdi|!se  nf  tlic  Mir..  Iiii<  a.iy  ;  iipgnn  1  h.  51  m.  r.si.,  middle 
3  h.  10  ra.,  ended  i  h.  39  m.  P.M.—  Ed. 
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Talfourd  read  '  Ion '  in  the  green-room,  and  was  evidently  happy 

in  bin  employment.     "Who  would  not  be? 

I  iv lis  culled  lor  by  the  audience,  Inn.  would  not  go  on  without 
Miss  H.  Faucit,  whom  I  led  forward.  Went  afterwards  to  Mrs. 
iiakcr's,  where  I  raw  Palmer.  Mrs.  Jameson,  Mrs.  Marcct  (not 
introduced),  Talfourd,  and  White,  with  whom  I  adjourned  to 
Garrick  Club. 

MayV:)t!i. — Eoheurscd  'Ion,' which  seems  to  me  to  come  out 
in  the  acting — we  shall  sec.  Spoko  rshoiii  mj  ii;mic  being  put  in 
the  bills  by  Mr.  Osbiddiston  after  Mr.  Kemble's.  This  is  to  me  of 
no  importance,  but  f  have  no  right  to  he  placed  out  of  my  own 
rank  beforo  the  public.  They,  as  a  body,  know  nothing  of  the  art, 
and  only  take  their  opinions  from  what  I  hey  are  told,  therefore  I 
have  no  right  to  let  them  he  told  what  is  not  trne  and  against  my 
interest. 

A  note  from  lloraad  for  tickets,  which  T  answered,  addressing 
him,  "My  dear  Sir."  When  my  note  had  gone  1  perceived  his 
style  to  me  was  ;i  My  dear  Macre:uly."  1  therefore  wrote  another 
note  to  despatch  in  the  morning,  that  ho  may  not  think  me  repulsive 
or  proud. 

■iln-i/  20th.- -Henry  Kar'.e  railed  a=  T  was  dining,  and  ho  lunched 
with  me.  He  told  me  that,  none  who  knew  me  would  think  worse 
of  me  for  the  late  occurrence.  T I  may  he  to,  but  it,  is  their  indul- 
gence that  leads  them  to  such  lenient  judgment.  I  have  forgotten 
the  dues  of  a  gentleman,  it  cannot  be  cloaked  or  denied.  It  is  very 
true  that  I  am  not.  sought  ("or  by  persons  of  rank",  as  I  hey  are  termed, 
by  persons  of  distieeiion,  hut  heretofore  i  could  repel  this  indiffe- 
rence with  indifference.  I  feel  my  title  to  raid;  with  any  man  as  a 
gentleman  unquestionable :  how  cun  1  now  answer  the  objections 
that  may  be  made  against  mc  ? 

J.rm'hm,  M--iy  '1'ird. — Went  to  the  theatre.  The  audience  were 
so  noisy  that  some  scenes  -the  dagger  soliloquy,  that  with  the 
murderers,  and  Lady  Macbeth— could  not  be  heard;  but  where  I 
could  be  heard  1  did  not  act  badly,  and  the  house  was  very  warm 
in  its  testimonies  of  approbation.  I  was  culled  for,  and  obliged  to 
appear  at  the  end  of  the  play.  Lrowj-iag,  Talfourd,  and  Forstcr 
came  into  my  room  and  stayed  some  time. 

I  recollect,  the  disgust  with  which  I  heard  of  a  Mr.  A—,  a 
singer,  lighting  with  a  Mr.  II -,  thinking  to  myself  how  im- 
possible it  was  that.  T  could  descend  to  lift,  my  hand  against  any 
one.  Is  it  then  to  be  wondered  at  that  I  feel  rnv  degradation  lis 
I  do? 

Miii)  26ffi.—  "Rehearsed  'Ion'  with  much  care.  Went  to  the 
theatre  and  acted  the  character  as  well  as  I  have  ever  played  any 
previous  one,  with  more  of  inspiration,  more  complete  abandon- 
ment, more  infusion  of  myself  into  another  being,  than  I  have 
been  able  to  attain  in  my  performances  for  some  time,  particularly 
in  the  devotion  of  Ion  to  the  destruction  of  Adrastus,  the  parting 
with  Clemanthe,  and  the  last   scene.     Was  called  for  very  enthu- 
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siiistically  by  the  audience,  or.!]  cheered  on  my  appearance  most 
heartily.  I  said,  "  It  would  bo  affectation  io  conceal  the  peculiar 
pleasure  in  receiving  their  congratulatory  compliment  on  this 
occasion.  It  was  indeed  most  p-i-m  iiyijiu'  tome  ;  and  only  cheeked 
by  tlie  painful  consideration  that  this  might  be  perhaps  the  last 
new  play  I  ever  m/rhl.  have  ihe  honour  el'  producing  bel'oro  them. 
(Loud  cries  of  'No!  No!')  However  that  might  be,  the  grateful 
reeolleelion  of  their  kindness  would  never  leave  me."  Miss  Ellen 
Tree,  I  heard,  ivjs  afterwards  called  forward.  Talfourd  came  into 
my  room  and  heartily  shook  hands  with  me  and  Thanked  me.  He 
said  something  about  Mr.  Wallack  wishing  him  to  go  on  the  stage, 
as  they  were  calling,  hut,  it  would  not  be  right.  I  said,  "  On  no 
account  in  the  world."  He  shortly  left  me,  and,  as  I  heard,  was 
made  to  go  forward  to  the  Irout  of  his  bos,  anil  reeeive  the  enthu- 
siastic tribute  of  the  house's  grafetul  delight.  How  happy  he 
must  have  been!  Smith,  Dow,  drowning,  r/orstcr,  Eiehardson, 
&c,  I  cannot  remember  all,  came  into  my  room.  T  dressed,  having 
sent  to  Catherine  to  request  her  not  to  wait  for  me,  but  to  go  at 
once  to  T'aU'oiii-d's,  and,  taking  Knowlos  in  1he  carriage,  went 
there.  I  felt  tranquilly  happy.  Happy  in  the  splendid  assemblage 
that  had  graced  ihe  oecasion,  happy  in  the  Iriumi.iliautissueof  this 
doubtful  experiment,  and  happy  in  the  sensation  of  relief  that 
attended  the,  consciousness,  of  its  being  achieved.  I  was  also 
happy  in  having  been  an  agent  in  the  pleasing  work  of  making 
others  happy.  At  Talfourd's  1  met  Wordsworth,  who  pinned  me, 
"Walter  lavage  Lander,  to  whem  I  was  introduced,  and  whom  I 
very  much  liked,  Sianiield,  Ih'owning,  Price,  .Miss  Mitibrd  —  I 
cannot  remember  all.  I1  orster  came  to  me  after  supper,  which  was 
served  in  a  very  elegant  si  vie,  and  insisted  that  it.  was  expected  in 
the  room  that  I  should  propose  Talfourd's  health,  "hose  birthday 
it  was.  After  some  contest,  and  on  the  understanding  that  no 
further  speeches  should  be  made,  and  briefly  alluding  to  the  day 
being  the  birthday  of  the  poet,  as  well  as  to  the  beautiful  play  that 
night  presented,  f  proposed  Talhmrd's  health.  He  returned  thanks, 
and  afterwards  proposer!  my  health  with  much  of  eulogy,  to  which 
I  replied  as  I  best  could. 

Subsequently  Mrs.  Talfourd's  health  was  proposed  by  Douglas 
and  was  very  pleasantly  and  humorously  acknowledged  by  Talfourd, 
who  in  a  very  lively  vein  ascribed  to  her  the  influence  which  had 
given  birth  to  much  that  had  been  honoured  with  ihe  praise  of  the 
company — that,  in  fact,  the  whole  merit  of  the  production  was 
hers,  &e.  It  became  (hen  a  succession  of  oer^orial  toasts.  Miss  V. 
Tree,  Miss  Til  ll.iord.  Mr.  Sianfield,  Mr.  i'rice,  11  r.  Poole,  Browning, 
and  who  else  I  do  not  know.  I  was  very  happily  placed  between 
Wordsworth  and  Land  or,  with  Drowning  opposite  and  Mrs.  Tab 
fourd  next  but  one— Talfourd  within  two.  1  talked  much  with  my 
two  illustrious  neighbours.  Wordsworth  seemed  pleased  when  I 
pointed  out  the  passage  in  'Ton,'  of  a  "devious  fancy,"  &c,  as 
having  been  suggested  by  the  lines  kt  bad  once  quoted  to  mo  from 
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if  his;  he  smiled  and  said,  "Yes,  I  noticed  them," 


Lander,  in  talking  of  dramatic  ou-npesition,  said  he  had  not  the 
constructive  faculty,  that  he  could  only  set.  persons  talking,  all  the 
rest  was  chance.  IIo  promised  to  send  mo  liia  play  of  'Count 
Julian,'  and  expressed  himself  desirous  ni"  improving  his  aequaint- 
ancc  with  me.  I  spoke  to  Miss  Mitforei,  observing  in  badinage 
that  the  present,  occasion  should  slimulaie  her  to  write  a  play; 
she  quickly  said,  "Will  you  act  it?"  I  was  silent.  Catherine, 
■who  sat  near  her  and  Harness,  told  me  that  he  said  "  Aye,  hold 
him  to  that." 

We  went  home  together  ;  Catherine,  J.eiitia,  Hiss  Hownrth,  and 
myself  in  the  carriage,  talking  of  [mild  eg  bat  'lie  evening's  events  — 
this  happy  evening.  "We  reached  home  at. out  two,  and  went  to 
bed  with  "the  bin!*  singing  their  morning  song  in  our  tired  ears. 
Thank  God ! 

May  2&.h.—0u  my  way  to  London  vainly  strove  to  occupymy 
thoughts  with  tho  character  of  Cassias;  deep  and  heavy  sleep 
came  on  me — the  effects  of  tho  past  excrement  and  fatigue  soon 
weighed  me  down.  Found  at  my  chambers  notes  and  cards  of 
oongratnlaiion  on  the  success  of  '  fou  ;'  sent  a  card  with  message 
to  Messrs.  While  and  "Wliil  more.  Called  on  Forstoi',  who  gave  me 
the  criticism  of  the  newspapers  for  Catherine,  of  which  that  of 
the  Times  was  the  warmest,  though  all  were  enthusiastic.  The 
Uuoind::  was  most  niggardly.  Went  to  the  Ihealrc  to  rchearso 
Cassias,  and  found  the  call-man  had  made  a  mistake  of  two  hours 
in  my  call.  Saw  Knowles,  who  was  vehement  in  bis  praise.  A 
note  from  Arthur  JSnllor;  fervent  in  his  congratulations,  and  con- 
fessing his  surprise  at  the  result.  At  tho  Carrick  Club,  where  I 
dined,  I  saw  the  other  papers— an  equal  tone  held  throughout. 
Saw  Bentley,  Meadows.  I.imt.  Fladgate,  &c. 

I  acted  the  'Stranger'  but  indifferently— still  was  called  for  by 
the  audience,  and  led  on  Miss  It.  "Faucit. 

May  30( k.— Arriving  at  chambers,  I  fount!  a  note  from  Browning. 
What  can  I  say  upon  it?  It,  was  a.  tributes  which  remunerated  mo 
from  the  annoyances  and  cares  of  years :  it  was  one  of  the  very 
highest — may  I  not,  say  the,  highest;  -honour  I  have  through  life 
received. 

Went  to  the  theatre;  the  audience  were  rather  noisy  through 

the  early  scenes,  but  I  was  not  disposed  to  yield  to  them:     I  do 

not  think  that  my  reception  was  quile  so  long  as  Kemblc's,  or  T 

did  not  use  sufficient  generalship  with  it;  but  J  acted  Cassius  in 

*  This  fine  pass:i!"j  hits  l'^;i  ;di(j;-ilv  ;p:. :■;;:!  !.n  !::■;  ;  h,..::;i:ii^,:i!ii ■-(■,..'  n.  '216. 

—En. 
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my  very  best  stylo,  ami  made  the  audience  foci  it.  T  Mas  good;  I 
was  the  character;  I  felt  it.  The  ami  knee  wero  rapid  and 
vehement  in  their  applause  ;  T  was  first  and  must  loudly  called  for 
at  the  ond  of  the  play,  Knowles  got  through  liniius  far  better 
than  I  anticipated  :  In;  came  info  my  room,  and  said  that  I  was 
wonderful.  I  was  certamly  ph  ased  with  my  nun  performance  this 
evening;  it  was  fresh,  characteristic,  and  majestic.  Talfonrd came 
into  my  room  and,  anion;;  other  things,  repoHed  the  enthusiastic 
praise  of  Lady  Blessingt on  and  D'Orsay  of  my  performance  ofi  Jon.' 
The  praises 'of  Knowles,  the  barrister,  pleased  me  still  more.  He 
told  Talfonrd  he  hail  laughed  at  the  idea  of  my  performing  'Ion;' 
that  he  hated  me  ten  years  since;  and  that  ho  could  not  have 
believed  that  such  an  improvement  could  have  taken  place  in  any 
one.  To  Forstor  also  he  observed  how  I  must  have  studied.  Went 
to  Uariiek  Club,  when  Tiarha.m  and  Lincoln  H anliopoeame directly 
to  chat  with  mo.  Supped  with  Talfonrd,  and  an  '  Ion '  supper  for 
Friday  next  was  settled. 

May  3 1 jsi.— Went   to  rehearse  Clcmanthe's  scenes  of  'Ion,' and 

passed  on  to  the  GaiTick  Club,  where  I  looked  at  the  other 
newspapers;  they  contained  nothing.  Met  Winston  on  my 
return,   who   told   mo  that   it   had   been   given   out  that   I   had 

engaged  for  Covent  Garden  next  season.  Mr.  Fitzball  came  up 
and  walked  with  me  to  Great  IJueen  Street.  Asking  my  terms,  I 
said  I  should  not  take  less  than  £-10  per  week,  on  my  late  Drury 
Lane  articles  -—  and  I  would  net  say  that  I  would  take  that. 
Called  on  Messrs.  W.  find  W.,  gave  them  my  case,  and  talked. with' 
them;  it  seems  settlul  to  let  judgment  g"  by  default.  Left  a  card 
at  Mr.  Norton's.  Called  on  Miss  Ellen  'Tree,  and  sat  with  her  a 
short  time. 

June  2nd. — Forsler  ealled.  Went  with  me  to  the  Temple,  where 
I  met  Talfonrd,  Whitmore.  and  Grey.  The  chances,  &c.,  of  the 
different  measures  were  discussed.  Talfonrd  said  that  Lord 
Denmanhad  said  the  damages  ought  to  lie  a  farthing;  but  my 
nature  is  not  sanguine.  It  was  all  but:  concluded  en  to  let  judg- 
ment go  by  default.     1  ear-not  of  course  he  a  judge  in  such  a  ease.* 

June  3>-'<—  Called  at  Covent  Garden,  whore  I  saw  Mr.  Fitzball; 
spoke  about  Taliourd's  box,  which  he  promised  to  take  care  of. 
He  also  spoke  to  mo  again  from  Jir.  O^baldiston,  on  the  subject  of 
an  engagement  for  next  year,  offering  mo  from  him,  first,  £35  per 
weekrand  then  £40  per  week,  and  half  a  clear  benefit,  wi!h  six 
weeks'  vacation.  I  said  I  would  think  about  it.  Acted  'Ion' 
pretty  well. 

1  went  to  supper  at  the   Ganaek  Club,  where — Douglas,  in  the 

*  The  as^ii-iont  i.-f  iliiiiin^c:.;  in  lintiit  ':.  Miierefidy  :.::-::k  plaeo  hufjra  Mr. 
Undur-riheria"  liuicheil  ant  a  Jury,  at  tin:  Sh.nLii's  i't.uit..  ['.,-1  J  .ion  Kqusrc.  on 
29th  Juno,  18;10.  Mr.  Thesiwr  '(nftMrn-ank  Lord  Cholinstord)  and  Mr.  Oirle 
ware  counsel  for  the  riaintili';  Serjeant  Talfonrd  :1ml  11  r.  Whitmore  for  the 
Defendant.  Ko  evidor.ee  was  jivi-a  t":r  the  Defendant.  The  damages  were 
nsstMijil  at  £150. — Ed. 
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chair,  K.  Price,  vice— I'lanchi',  Dance,  Jordan,  Fo  rarer,  Palmer, 
Lueena,  irjarha.ni,  Dowling,  and  mini's,  whom  I  ought,  not  to  have 
for  col  ten,  received  Tall  mini  and  sell 'at  supper,  ll,  was  a  pleasant 
evening.  Talfourd  replied  l:o  tho  .meomiums  pa.-sod  en  liim  witli 
great  animation,  alluding  to  liis  early  love  for  the  drama,  his 
interest  for  Miss  M  it  ford,  and  his  friendship  for  me,  whom  ho 
eulogized  very  warmly.  I  acknowledged  the  compliment  paid 
afterwards  to  myself  without  embarrassment,  and  alluded  to  the 
pure  and  benevolent  spirit  that  gave  life  to  Taliourd's  work,  and 
to  the  faith  1  had  in  the  truth  that  breathed  throughout  it.  Tal- 
fourd was  obliged  lo  go  dmvii  to  tiie  House,  a  message  having  come 
that  O'Conncll  had  just  I'm  Ms  el,  and  that  Peel  was  on  his  legs— 
the  amendment  of  Stanley  on  the  .Irish  tithes.  T  begged  to  pro- 
pose the  healths  of  Jordan  and  Forsier,  as  uniform  and  earnest 
supporters  ot  the  cause  of  the  drama.  I  alluded  in  my  speech  to 
the  want  of  fidelity  to  Die  cause  of  the  ait  in  theaciors,  themselves. 
Broke  up  about  two  o'clock, 

June  fifi.— Mr.  Gray  culled  to  inquire-  how  far  the  necessity  of 
prompt  payment  upon  the  assessment  of  damages,  in  the  event  of 
letting  judgment  go  by  detaull-,  would  inconvenience  me  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  as  that  was  a  matter  to  he  considered  in 
arriving  at  a  conclusion  upon  their  proceedings.  I  told  him  if 
the  expense  was  not  likely  to  exceed  £1000  the  blow  might  as 
well,  or  better,  fall  at  once,  as  hang  over  my  head.  Talfourd 
wrote  to  me,  wishing  to  see  me  on  a  very  particular  subject.  I 
■  surmised  it  to  ho  the  same  as  Mr.  Gray's  communication,  and  sent 
to  say  that  Mr.  Gray  would  see  him. 

Ehl.rrr,  June.  hill. — ~S\v,  ', -si-ahlision  talked  with  me  about  my 
engagement,  and  agreed  to  give  me  £10  per  week  and  half  a  clear 
benefit  tor  twenty-two  weeks.     "Wo  are  to  sign.  kc.  on  Saturday. 

i.ondoo,  June  Wi. — Weni  with  Lardner  to  call  on  Jenny  "Vert.pre 
in  Albemarle  Street.  I  found  her  a  very  piquante.,  engaging  little 
creature,  but  1  think  profoundly  deep.  She  wished  me  to  acta 
scene  of '  Virginins  '  on  the  occasion  of  her  benefit  ;  luckily,  though 
I  should  have  been  very  happy  to  have  served  her,  I  shall  bo 
engaged  in  the  country  when  her  night,  takes  place.  I  promised 
to  sendhor  a  private  box  for  '  ion  '  on  Saturday. 

June  11th. — Sent,  my  travelling  pillow  to  the  upholsterers  to  be 
covered.  Note  of  invitation  to  Mrs.  Ihiller,  which  I  answered; 
and,  having  written  io  Catherine  and  packed  up  my  sword-box,  T 
went  to  the  theatre,  where  T  saw  Mr,  ttsbatdiston,  who  would  most 
gladly  engage  me  for  a  succession  of  nights  to  continue  the  run  of 

"Went  to  Garriek  Club  dinner,  where  J  met  Duller,  James  Smith, 
Kenyon,   Walker,   Howling,   Murphy,   ftushton,   "White,   Douglas, 

Raymond,  Talfourd,  Jarvis,  &c.      Dart  of  the  evening  was  plea-ant. 

D was  extremely  drunk,  andMurphv  grewextreniely  political, 

which  began  to  bo  disagreeable;  he  was  very  kind  in  his  cxpres- 
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June  12th. — The  principal,  indeed  the  entire,  occupation  of  my 

clay  whs  |  lacking  for  my  juui-uoy  ami  my  rexl.  Birmirgnam  engage- 
ment. Porster  called  anil  remained  tonic  1iine.  whilst  I  continued 
my  employment,  talking  about  all  sorts  ol'  things.  lie  seems  to 
think  that  Tallburd  is  quite  in  earnest  about  yetting  Tip  'Ion' 
as  "private  theatricals,"  and  aclir.g  Ion  himself.  No  alluded  to  it 
at  supper  last  night,  but  I  humoured  wliat  I  supposed  the  joke. 
It  begins  to  look  serious,  for  private  actors  are  very  awful  per- 
sonages. 

Went  to  the  Cell  and  Crown,  paid  my  fare,  and  started  for 
Downham  in  the  Lynn  mail.  I  felt  relieved  by  1.1st;  removal  of  all 
compulsion  to  think,  and  idled  or  slept  away  the  night,  catching 
occasional  glimpses  of  the  long  stretch  of  tla!,  rich  country,  and 
having  one  delightful  glance  at  the  beautiful  lanthom  of  Ely 
Cathedral. 

\\'i..~hi(ich,  June  1'X'h. — Was  awoke  in  passing  through  the  street 
of  l)o wnliam.  Left  the  mail  and  .sot  out  in  a  chaise  over  the  flat 
fenny  tract  under  the  dike  of  a  river,  sleeping  until  I  reached  the 
last  milestone  from  Wisbcach.  J  I,  was  7  o'clock  when  I  got  to  the 
inn,  made  myself  a  little  more  comfortable,  breakfasted,  and  began 
to  make  up  arrears  of  journal,  in  which  "I  occupied  myself  till 
preparing  for  rehearsal.  Mr.  llobortson  called,  having  hunted  me 
out,  and  gave  me  very  cheering  hopes  of  our  houses  here,  where  he 
says  a  great  excitement  is  produced.  I  am  not  used  to  produce 
"  excitements,''  but.  my  penny  1  rnmpet  has  a.  sound  of  awe  among 
Lilrputians— is  it  not  so  ?  Wont  1  o  rehearsal ,  where  I  very  nearly 
fell  asleep  as  I  stood  upon  the  stage  in  the  scene  with  Osric.  I 
very  nearly  fell,  so  completely  was  I  worn  down.  Dr.  South  wood 
Smith  called  and  left  his  card,  and  I  [mind  also  a  note  from  Mrs. 
Hill  inviting  mo  to  supper  after  the  play.  31  r.  Leach,  the  Mayor, 
also  called,  ami  was  liberal  in  his  prolfers  of  attenlion.  I  answered 
Mrs.  Hill's  note,  accepting  her  invitation,  and  gave  Mr.  Eobertson 
a  book  of 'Ion.'  I  lay  down  after  dinner  t.o  sleep  on  the  sofa,  and 
after  an  hour's  sleep  was  obliged  to  bestir  myself-  oh,  how  reluc- 
tantly! Acted  Hamlet  wit.li  ai"a.d  on  every  limb,  sore  feet,  and  my 
mind  in  a  doze.  I  was  dissatisfied  with  myself  and  every  one 
about  me.  Went  to  supper  with  Mrs.  Hill ;  met  Dr.  Southwood 
Smith,  and  his  sou  and  daughter  :  the  latter  1  liked  extremely  ; 
passed  an  agreeable  evening. 

JimelAth. — Went  to  the  theatre,  and  acled  Tirginius  passably 
to  a  very  good  house.  Pentatus  had  to  play  a  fop  in  the  farce, 
and  ho  anticipated  it  in  the  tragedy,  making  tho  Ifoman  Achilles 
a  coxcomb, 

JanelHth, — Went  to  Ihc  theatre,  and  met  the  several  checks 
to  the  abandonment  of  myself  to  Macbeth  with  tolerable  evenness. 

The  thought  of  darling  Catherine  when  a  girl,  as  her  face  looked 
at  me  in  this  very  play,  arose  and  pleased  my  fancy  for  a  short 
time.  Mrs.  IT i II  sent  to  invite  me  to  supper ;  I  could  not  go.  I 
find  it  quite  true,  as  Forstcr   says,  that  the   perfor 
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character  is  niy  (lay.     I  can  do  nothing  else,  of  any  moment  when 
1  have  an  important  part  to  act.     T  cannot  do  it. 

Liiicdit,  June  lath.-  ■  It  seems  difficult  to  a-sent.  io  the  fact  tbat 
twenty-one  yours  have  passed  away  since  1.1k;  flattie  of  Waterloo 
was  fought,  my  pi;ii^t  interest,  in  which  event  is  derived  from 
tho  remembrance  of  Edward's  presence  there,  and  tlie  anxiety  it 
occasioned  me. 

Made  up  some  very  heavy  arrears  of  record,  which  occupied  me 
long.  Sauntered  out  to  discover  the  Iheatre  and  see  the  carhedia!  ; 
found  tho  first  very  soon,  nnd  was  diroclod  to  the  cathedral,  tho 
towers  of  which  rose  directly  before  me.  llmv  much  pleasure  do 
objects  of  art  afford,  particularly  when  rich  in  associations,  as 
these  monastic  temples  are,  whether  genera!  as  to  the  usages  of 
past  times,  or  preserving  any  individual  recollections  !  Tho  front 
of  this  beautiful  pile  held  jne  in  delight  for  some  time,  and  tho 
very  observation  of  its  impelled  ness  is  an  amusement  to  the  mind. 
Acted  Virginias. 

Hinid>i<jh>.:<t<-,Jv:ne2(Kk.— Pound  a  letter  from  Clarke  of  Liverpool, 
which  annoyed  mo.      flow  often  J  am  annoyed! 

The  last  time  1  pla\c(l  at  Manchester  lor  nine  nights  (.  received 
£175;  at  Liverpool,  thirds,  and  half  for  six  nights.  Mi-  Clarke  now 
oilers  to  insure  mo  iH.'iO  for  ten  nights.  I  couM  scarcely  write  a 
civil  answer,  hut  at  last  I  think  I  did,  after  lour  angry  efforts. 
The  manager  called  to  represent  to  me  that  he  was  the  "messenger 
of  very  bad  news:  indeed  he  did  not  know  that  wo  could  play  to- 
night, that  the  bailiffs  wore  in  the  theatre!  lie  hail  desired  Mr. 
Armistend  to  apprise  me  of  the  circumstances,  &c.  What  was  to 
be  done?  Phipson  called.  T  said  that  I  was  bound  bylaw,  and 
could  not  say  1  would  not  play,  but  would  willingly  give  him  a 
release  from  my  engagement,  if  hi;  would  ask  mo  for  it.  He  said 
he  would  see  it  an  arrangement  could  be  made. 

June  21*?. — Bought  an  umbrella  avid  went  to  the  theatre,  when  I 
rehearsed;  and  was  glad  to  receive  il'I'J  lis.,  the  half  of  last  night's 
receipts. 

June  22nd  to  Jane  2Wt—  [Engagement  at  Birmingham  con- 
tinued.] 

JMi-ec,  July  4t'/i. — To-day  is  the  anniversary  of  the  American 
Declaration  of  Independence.  1,  as  one  of  the  great  family  of 
mankind  that  have  profited  Try  thai  event,  thank  God  for  it  ;  how 
much  has  the  great  cause  of  liberty  and  improvement  been  advanced 
by  it! 

July  1th, —  I  turned  back  to  the  sad  and  undignified  action 
which  has  cost  mo  so  many  days  of  keen  and,  indeed,  agonised 
suffering.  I  find  a  record  of  imprudence,  want  of  self-govern- 
ment, morosonc-ss.  precipilalion,  imperioiisncss.  and  tetchiness 
that  grieves  and  shames  me.  The  fact  of  my  ill-temper  cannot 
be  concealed,  nor  extenuated  when  admitted.  I  am  wholly  un- 
justified— religion,  philosophy,  policy,  all  cry  out  against  me. 
I  feel  weary  of  self- complaint,  from  the  little   benefit  I  have 
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derived  from  it;  if  I  wish  or  expect  to  pass  through  the  remainder 
of  my  iife  with  respect  ahiiiiy  and  honour,  i  nmst  overcome  it.  I 
will  try  to  do  so,  itrul  I  irii^ilon^  tlic-  blessing  of  God  upon  my  efforts. 
Jvhj  fith. — Alter  dinner  read  a  part  of  '  Northangcr  Abbey,' 
which  1  do  not  much  like.  Heavy,  and  too  lung  a  strain  of  irony 
on  one  topic.  * 

,/uty  !)//(.— Lay  tluivn  mi  ilie  sofa,  t-cinli^ir  Hiss  Austen's  '  Mans- 
field Park,'  in  hopes  of  being  sufficiently  relieved  to  go  with  the 
children  on  the  water.  The  novel,  J  think,  lias  the  prevailing 
fault  of  the  pleasant  authoress's  books;  it  deals  too  mueh  in 
descriptions  of  the  various  states  of  mind  into  which  her  cha- 
racters are  thrown,  and  nmpliiies  into  si  page  n  search  for  motives 
which  a  stroke  of  the  pen  might  give  with  greater  power  and 
interest.  Is  Richardson  ber  model '-  She  is  an  excellent  portrait- 
painter,  she  catelies  a  manner  to  tho  life. 

Sunday,  Ju'.y  \{)ih. —  Went  witii  l.elilia  to  afternoon  church, 
when  I  read  in  the  Greek  Testament  the  second  chapter,  1st 
Tliessalonians,  and  sixth  John.  Is  it  not  strange  that  John  should 
mention  what  no  other  Evangelist  alludes  to— our  Saviour's  with- 
drawn! of  Himself  from  the  multitude  who  ivished  to  make  Him 
King? 

V'mished  '  JTansfiehl  Park,'  which  hurries  with  a  very  inartificial 
nnd  disagreeable  rapidity  to  its  conclusion,  leaving  some  opportu- 
nities for  most  interesting  and  beautiful  seen es. "particularly  the 
detailed  expression  of  tho  "  how  and  the  when"  Edward's  love 
was  turned  from  Miss  Crawford  to  Fanny  Trice.  The  great 
merit  of  Miss  Austen  is  in  the  finishing  of  her  characters  ;  the 
action  and  conduct  of  her  stories  T  think  frequent jy  defective. 

London,  July  14th.— At  Covent  Garden  Theatre  met  Mr. 
Osbahlisfon,  and,  after  urging  him  to  engage  Mr.  Yandonhoff  and 
Miss  E.  Tree,  read  my  ail  iele  of  agreement  to  him,  to  which  he 
assented,  and  also  to  my  claim  of  flesh-ei. loured  stockings,  and  to 
the  announcement  of  uiy  name  as  first.  "We  talked  long,  and -I 
was  to  send  him  (he  dates  of  Lent  and  Faster. 

Khlnt',  July  VMh. — Considered  seriously  tho  expediency,  the 
propriety,  of  giving  up  my  house,  and  reducing  my  whole  estab- 
lishment; it  presses  strongly  upon  mo.  but  I  will  not  be  rash. 
God  grant  that  I  may  be  wise  and  just  in  my  resolve!  My 
blessed  children,  it  is  for  you  that  T  think,  and  that  I  will  with 
a  cheerful  heart  resign  the  luxuries  and  comforts  of  my  present 
abode. 

July  2Qt't. — The  whole,  of  this  day,  the  morning,  afternoon,  and 
evening,  was  passed  in  examining  my  accounts,  calculating  and 
discussing  the,  subject  of  my  last  night's  thought,  I  retired  to 
rest  still  undecided,  unab'e  to  ascertain  precisely  the  amount  of 
difi'en-nee  be' ween  a  town  and  eouufry  residence. 

July  21st— At  last  came  to  the  decision  that  the  small  difference 
between  town  and  country  would  not  overweigh  the.  advantages  of 
remaining  here,  which  «v  accordingly  resolved  on  doing. 
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London,  July  '2'ilh.—  -"Went  to  look  at  the  exhibition  of  Michael 
Angolo's  drawings;  i;ur  many  of  the  studios  of  the  {treat  works 
I  had  seen  at  Home  and  Florence.  IhUfaelle  is  culled  divine; 
Michael  Angelo's  name  has  no  epithet:  prefixed:  it  would  lie 
difficult  to  find  one  to  comprehend  the  character  of  his  genius. 
Went  to  Cox  find  Cb.,  paw  there  lli.it.  Captain  Poyntz  had  again 
returned  himself  Co:-  purchase,  ami  that  Major  Tongue  would  very 
probably  sell.  This  retards  Edward's  chance  of  promotion.  I 
cannot  but  look  on  our  army  as  the  most  unfair  of  all  the  unfair 
means  of  life  which  .in  aristocratic  government  affords:  merit, 
without  money  or  interest,  has  scarcely  a  chance.  Look  to  Philip 
van  Artcvelde's  first  speech  on  the  chances  of  mankind,  and  thero 
is  written  the  degree  of  hope  with  which  courage,  honour,  and 
talent  may  trust,  themselves-  to  the  army  for  reward. 

July  2'At.h. — Met  Caleraft  at  my  chambers,  who  talked  about 
Dublin,  and  walked  with  me  to  Oovent  Cardcu  Theatre,  where  I 
discussed  with  Mr.  U.>Lahliston  the  various  points  of  my  engage- 
ments, to  all  of  which  he  yielded,  and  returned  me  my  copy  to  be 
transcribed  and  sent  to  him.  Called  at  Gai-rick  Club  and  waited 
half  an  hour  for  Cakralt  by  appointment,  which  he  did  not  keep, 
and  I  went  on  my  way  to  call  on  Mr.  Lover.  In  my  course  I 
purchased  at  Emitter' s  the  '  Fridolin '  and  '  Borneo  and  Juliet '  of 
itetzacli.  Found  Lover  at  home,  and  soon  after  Mrs.  Lover  and  his 
two  pretty  children  came  in.  Ife  called  with  me  on  lhiggs,  the 
Academician,  whose  price.  H-iuih  wished  to  know  ;  I  chatted  some 
time  with  them,  and  after  inviting  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Lover  for  the 
week  after  next,  i  passed  onto  my  affairs.  Called  on  Babbs  and 
gave  him  orders.     Met  Mrs.  Warren,  and   chatted  very  cordially 

July  27(7;. — At  chambers  J  found  Caleraft,  ami  agreed  with  him 
to  act  the  last  live  weeks  of  Lent  in  Dublin,  lour  ni-hts  per  week, 
for  the  sum  of  £580. 

JJ-atiw,  July  2'Sth. — Walked  round  the  garden  and  began  to 
apply  myself  to  my  professional  study.  Chiefly  as  a  general 
exercise  this  morning  1  went  over  two  of  the  soliloquies  of  Hamlet. 
Worked  in  tho  garden,  clearing  and  pruning  trees  I  ill  dinner-time  ; 
after  dinner  was  in  the  garden  playing  with  tho  children,  t 
then  walked  down  with  Catherine  and  Leiilia  to  the  reservoir, 
taking  the  dogs  with  us.  It <s turned  with  sensations  of  extreme 
weariness,  fell  asleep  several  times.  Deceived  a  very  nice  note 
with  a  small  case  of  poems  fnim  '.Miss  llowarth.  liead  two  acts  of 
Mr.  Ifcraud's  play  of  '  The  Conspiracy.' 

J/'Jy  2'.)th. — Walked  in  the  garden  and  came  in  to  resume  my 
professional  studies,  but  was  detained  by  a  calculation  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  last  year,  which  presented  me 
with  a  very  unsatisfactory  surplus  for  the  future.  This  led  me 
into  further  consideration  of  the  probable  expense  of  a  house  in 
the  suburbs  of  London,  and  my  morning  was  consumed  in  the 
examination  of  the  various  plans  by  which  the  regulation  of  my 
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expenses  on  a  moderate  scale  could  he  best  effected.  A  letter  from 
Jeston,  wishing  mo  io  write  ;i  sermon  for  him,  to  bo  preached  in 
London.  1  could  have  done  this  once,  but  my  abilities  ai'o 
weakened  —  my  mind  has  lost  mnch  of  the  slronglh  mid  activity  of 
its  youth,  "t  was  in  the  garden  again  alter  dinner  ;  became  very 
much  depressed  in  thinking  on  my  resignation  of  a  country  life. 
Tlie,  sight  of  the  fields  and  trees,  the  pure  health  of  these  open 
skies,  the  free  expanse  of  the  nuked  heavens,  looking  quiet,  and 
cheerfulness,  and  hope  tome,  have  at  various  seasons  of  rtielanoholy 
and  weariness  restored  energy  and  alacrity  to  ay  mind,  and  really 
exhilarated  my  spirits.  I  go  into  the  feverish  strife  of  the  world, 
I  give  up  all  of  pleasure  that  external  things  eotild  impart  to  me 
in  losing  the  enjoyment  of  the  country,  which  has  to  me  been 
truly  "an  appetite,  a  feeling,  and  a  love." 

hi.-niluu,  Ai<<iii>-t,  ht. — Came  np  to  town  by  lliUhi'fs,  in  company 
with  Mr.  and  Miss  Lane,  Browning,  Fori-tcr,  and  ."Mr.  Ainswovth. 
Parted  with  my  gnosis  apparently  wvll  pleased  with  their  excur- 
sion. On  my  way  read  very  nearly  the  whale  of  Pulwcr's  play  of 
'Cromwell;'  though  containing  some  passages  happy  in  thought 
and  strong  in  expression,  I  do  not  think,  either  in  respect  to  cha- 
racter, arrangement,  or  poetical  beauty,  that  this  play  will  quite 
reach  the  level  of  his  existing  reputation. 

Ctj-mbriliir,  Axflttt-t  'Iwt.— l.fose  very  early,  and  left  town  at  six 
o'clock  for  Cambridge;  took  with  me  the  Lilc-m-y  Gazette;  had 
intended  not  to  purchase  a  newspaper  of  the  day,  but  to  wait  till 
my  return  for  the  account  of  last  night's  performance  of  Ion,'  on 
which  I  could  not.  subdac  a  eerlain  amomi!  of  anxiety.  The  degree 
was  manifest  from  tin;  weakness  of  my  purpose.  The  Mon/ini/ 
Herald  was  offered  at  the  coach  windows,  ami  I.  purchased  it.  The 
notice  upon  the  tragedy  seemed,  with  the  wish  to  be  hind,  a  gentle 
letting  down  of  the  whole  alfair.  I  spelled  over  the  papers  and, 
with  the  help  of  a  little  sleep,  thus  passed  tho  time  of  my  short 
journey.  Alter  osfabb.-hmg  myself  in  rooms  at  the  Bull  Inn,  I 
made  my  way  to  Mr.  Penman's  lodgings,  where  his  mother  re- 
ceived me,  and  gave  me  the  convoy  of  a  little  frill  to  tho  theatre; 
hero  I  found  Sir.  Penman,  and  was,  after  a  loss  of  nearly  two 
hours,  severally  introduced  to  his  "co-mates  and  brothers"  in  folly, 
with  whom  I  began  the  rehearsal.  I  was  as  civil  as  I  could  bo, 
and  prudently  ordered  my  portmanteau  from  the  inn;  dined  in  my 
dressing-room,  a.nd  bad  only  time  to  array  myself  for  the  character 
of  "Vh'ginius,  when  (be  play  began,  it  went  u'f  better  than  I  couid 
have  ONpected,  and  I  was  called  for  at,  the  end.  but  shirked  the 
coming,  being  anxious  to  betake  myself  early  to  bed.  Although  I 
had  prepared  myself  against,  any  start,  of  passion,  and  felt  myself 
"  king  of  me."  to  quote  the  absurd  expression  of  Prydcn,  yet  as 
several  blunders  and  inaccuracies  fell  out,  I  fell  out  with  them. 
I  must  struggle,  but  fear  it  is  a  hopeless  conflict,  Cod  help  me  ! 
Mr.  Dennian  begged  me  to  accept,  a  noted  copy  of  Eger ton's 
'Theatrical  Remcmbraneeiy  which  1  could   not  refuse;  he  aceom- 
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panied  me  to  my  inn,  and  wished  to  refund  the  fare  to  London 
which  I  had  paid.  I  used  very  few  words,  but  very  kind  and  deci- 
sive ones,  to  convince  him  that  T  could  not  accept  his  intended 
civility.  I  inquiivd  of  him  the  occupations  of  his  actors.  The  pre- 
sident of  the  club  is  a  solicitor,  which  seems  llie  aristocratic  order 
of  the  club:  I  heard  of  no  grade  above  it;  an  artier,  an  apothecary, 
stage-couch  man,  innkeeper,  &c,  make  up  the  society,  for  which  I 
took  a  journey,  gave  up  my  time  anil  Inborn-,  anil  very  much  incon- 
venienced myself.  Spoke  to  M'r.  "Dciiullisl  on  the  unprofitableness  of 
pursuing  such  a  eovtvse,  as  likely  to  draw  animadversions  oil  himself, 
and  interfere  with  his  professed  purpose  of  taking  up  a  profession. 
S Mid  on,  Atifiitst  ?,/•</. — f'orster  told  me  lhat  browning  liad  fixed 
on  Strafford  for  the  subject  of  a  tragedy ;  he  could  not  have  hit 
upon  one  that  I.  could  hare  move  readily  concurred  in. 

Kktrce,  Aitijuxl,  ~>Lh. — finished  [he  perusal  of  'Nina  Sforza,'  a 
play  of  very  great  merit,  with  which  I  was  very  much  pleased, 
though  it  cannot  lie  successful  hi  representation.  Person  called  to 
tune  the  piano.  Head  Hci-nnd's  other  play  of  the  '  Jleath  of  Nero;' 
an  impossible  subject,  not  treated  in  a  manner  to  give  hope  of  its 
success. 

J.oriih.m,  A'l'piM  S'.'i. — Sent  llcraud's  two  tragedies,  '  Conspiracy' 
and  'Fate  of  Nero,'  to  31r.  OsbnMiston  with  a  note  wishing  to  sec 
him.  Wrote  a  short  letter  to  Wight  wick  of  Plymouth,  and  in- 
closed a  book  of  'Ion,'  second  edition,  to  him,  reclaiming  lhat 
which  1  loft  with  him.  Was  very  tired  and  overcome  by  faint  and 
drowsy  fooling,  booked  over  stage  clothes  that  require  repairs. 
Went  to  Garrick  Club. 

Went  to  the  Haymarket  to  see  'Ion:'  it  was  tiresome  and 
sleepy  to  a  degree ;  over  at  10  o'clock.  "Miss  Tree's  performance 
of  Ion  is  a  very  pretty  effort,  and  a  very  creditable  woman's 
effort,  but  it  is  no  more  like  a  young  in  an  than  a  coat  and  waist- 
coat arc.  Yandenhofr'  was  frequently  very  false  and  very  tire- 
some ;  some  thing-,  lie  did  very  »vll.  The  piny  was  very  drowsy, 
very  unreal. 

Awjmt  9,'<i. — Sent  Harding  io  the  tlientrio:d  shoemaker;  made 
np  three  plays  in  a  parcel,  with  a  note  to  Mv.  Osbaldiston,  and 
wrote  a  note  to  Mr,  Dyer  about  the  retention  of  my  chambers  for 
an  additional  quarter.  Gave  orders  to  the  shoemaker,  and  thought 
a  little  on  my  affairs.  I  find  the  lesson  of  content,  is  the  happiest 
that  can  be  taught,  but  is  its  existence  compatible  with  that  of 
ambition  ?  I  fear  not.  Raw  the  panorama  of  i  lie  l.ago  Maggiore, 
which  called  back  the  memory  of  sensations  and  feelings  that,  made 
me  melancholy  in  the  conviction  that  they  can  never  return  ;  they 
were  the  delightful  surprises  of  my  youth.  Saw  also  that  of  Limn, 
where  I  can  almost:  fancy  I  have  been  ;  I  have  at  least  a  clear  idea 
of  the  kind  of  place  it  is. 

F.htrte.,  A iii/i'sl  Il'/i.— Walked  round  Hie gtinkei bo'dre breakfast, 
my  mind  shaken  as  to  the  decision  f  had  made  to  quit  this  place, 
If  I  intended  or  wished  to  continue  on  the  stago  for  fifteen  or 
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twenty  years  more,  there  could  not  lie  a  moment's  doubt  on  the 
propriety  and  policy  of  my  course.  1  on  pi  it  to  go  to  London  even, 
at  a  temporary  pecuniary  sacrifice,  but  as  I  hope  to  achieve  my 
independence  before  tluit  time,  and  give  my  energies  to  my 
cliiidrcn,  I  am  perplexed  in  forming  .a  decision.  Wrote  notes, 
alter  mueh  deliberation  and  much  discussion  with  my  wile  and 
sister,  to  Lanluei-  and  "Wallace,  to  iSheil,  Trice,  Bullcrs,  and 
"Warrens,  inviting  them  to  dine  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  next ; 
to  Mr.  Trough*,  on,  saqnirhi;;  if  ho  was  the  author  to  '  Nina  Sforza.' 
Lay  upon  the  grass  and  played  with  my  children  after  dinner.  A 
gentleman  ami  lady  called  to  see  the  house  to-day,  and  seemed  to 
think  it  might  suit  the  friend  for  whom  they  looked  over  it- 
Wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Dow  for  his  two  Yorkshire  pigs. 
Heard  the  dear  children  their  prayer?,  and  showed  them  the  ' 
'Fridolin'  ef  heizsch.  Harked  lor  a  country  prompt-hook  ' The 
Provost  of  Bruges.' 

August  Villi.-  -Thought  upon  my  prospects,  and  decided  on 
letting  this  house  only  on  the  rent  1  pay  for  it;  if  unlet  when 
starting  for  America,  to  let  it  at  a  less.  Head  over  with  great 
attention  Lulwer's  play  of  '  Cromwell.'  Bocoivod  letters  from  him 
and  Osbaldiston.who  declines  eievaghig  lli-s  [[ueahirt:  he  is  a  man 
of  no  forethought,  flayed  with  she  ohiUrui  in  the  field.  Marked 
nearly  one  half  of  a  hook  of  'The  Provost  of  Ttruges.'  Bulwer 
arrived  with  Foreter  ;  alter  dinner  we  discussed  the  subject  of 
1  Cromwell.'  Jiulwcr  listened  to  the  objections  with  great  equani- 
mity, and  finally  decided  on  delaying  the  publication,  considering 
our  respective  suggestions  as  to  the  alteration  of  the  plot,  and 
recasting  it.  Catherine  went  early  to  bed.  Bulwer  decided  on 
remaining  the  night. 

August  Kith. — Note  from  Mr.  Troughlou,  claiming  the  author- 
ship of '  Nina  Sforza.'  Bulwer  and  i'orster  left  us  after  break- 
fast. 

August  1-lth.— Itceeived  notes  from  Mrs.  Bullcr,  on  the  plea  ot 
ill-health,  excusing  C.  Fuller,  and  leaving  Arthur's  answer  in 
doubt,  upon  our  invitation  for  Wednesday:  from  Trice,  deferring 
his  acceptance  till  a  later  peiiod;  and  from  the  T'llises,  accepting 
the  Tuesday's  invitation. 

August,  Mi/!,.-  -Looked  through  C'eleridf.e's  transition  of  Wallen- 
stein'  to  see  if  it  were  possible  to  turn  it  to  account  in  representa- 
tion, but,  though  abounding  with  noble  passages  and  beautiful 
scenes,  it  is  spread  over  too  much  space  to  be  contracted  within 
reasonable  dimensions. 

August,  17'/i. — After  breakfast  we  arranged  our  Luton  expedition, 
deciding,  at.  their  earnest  n  qui  st.  on  leaving  Catherine  and  Letitia ; 
and  taking  leave  of  the  Kllises,  we  tilled  .Mrs.  1  low-art  If  s  carriage 
and  set  out.  I  was  indisposed  to  talk,  bur  was  amused  with  the 
company,  the  day,  and  the  country.  Visited  the  abbey  of  St, 
Alban's,  and  again  admired  its  various  specimens  of  archil eeture. 
Walked  down  to  St,  Michael's  by  a  v.'ry  pretty  shaded  path   along 
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the  river's  brink  (which  constantly  recalled  to  us  some  shady  scone 
in  Lombard  y  or  tin:  south  of  France)  and  met  the  carriage  at  the 
church.  I  went  in  quest  of  the  key,  and,  returning,  looked  again 
on  that  vera  efiigk-s  of  liaeon,  which  while  we  look  at,  we  become 
possessed  with  a  sort  of  dreamy  notion  that  the  man  is  not 
altogether  strange  to  us.  'We  passed  on  to  Luton  through  the 
long  village  of  Ifarpenden,  and,  nutieiiig  tin;  beauty  of  the  por- 
teressatthe  lodge,  we  proceeded  to  ihe  shelter  of  some  large  trees, 
and  there  took  our  luncheon  very  merrily.  Arrived  at  the  house, 
we  entered  our  names  in  (he  hall,  in  which  are  some  beautiful 
cork  models  of  the  ruins  at  IJomo,  anil  went,  through  the  library 
and  collection  of  pictures,  with  many  of  which  I  was  extremely 
delighted. 

Swansea,  August  22nd.— Othello. 

August  'l-'ird. —  Head,  in  the  history  of  England,  Cromwell's 
proceedings,  iu  order  to  write  to  llulwer  about  his  play.   Yirginius, 

August  •'■Ml/.-—  Went  to  tin;  rehearsal  of"  '  The  l'niyost  ot  Bruges,' 
where  I  showed  some  ill-humour.  The  fact  is  I  am  angry  with 
people  for  being  very  had  actors.  "J  t  is  very  unreasonable  in  me, 
as  they  undoubi.idiy  would  behe:ier  if  they  only  knew  how — I  must 
strive  to  get  the  better  of  this  folly.  After  dinner  pursued  the 
history  of  Cromwell.  It  is  only  necessary  to  apply  Hume's  own 
principles  and  reasonings  in  one  pbi.ee  to  his  sophisms  in  another 
to  convict  him  of  treason  to  truth  he  could  net  be  a  good  man, 
who  strove  to  inculcate  such  false  doctrines. 

Went  out  to  post  my  1  fillers,  and  walked  home  in  the  "fair 
moonlight"  by  the  quay;  the  scene  was  very  sweet  and  mild. 
Read  in  Homer,  Thetis  \v!ih  Jupiter.  Continued  Hume's  History, 
and  looked  over  '  Hamlet ;'  saw  great  scope,  for  improvement. 

August  'lath. —  Kndcavourod  to  come  to  some  decision  with 
regard  to  the  plot  of  ISulwrr's  play,  but  find  it  more  difficult  than 
I  had  supposed ;  on  one  point  I  am  clear,  that  to  make  a  play  of 
Cromwell  he  must  begin  da  mwo,  and  be  content  to  lose  all  he  has 
already  done  ;  patchwork  never  is  of  value. 

August  ii'.V/i.-  -'  Ion.'  JSegau  to  read,  with  the  iiopo  of  finding  it 
adaptable,  -Marino  Faliero.' 

Tiiilern,  Amjuat  30iA. — Went  to  Tintern.  Such  visits  do  the 
mind  positive  good.  Scenery  like  that  which  leads  to  this  rare 
specimen  ofmonastical  arehiteeliire  delights  and  entrances  me; 
the  inability  to  express  our  delight,  the  ever-changing  effects  of 
position  or  of  light,  make  a  confused  and  overflowing  sort  oi 
pleasure  in  the  mind  that  is  exhilarating — I  was  going  to  say 
inebriating:  it  is  very  lovely,  so  sweet  and  rich,  approaching  to 
grandeur,  but  not  reaching  the  sublime.  The  entrance  to  the 
abbey  produces  a.  complete  change  of  emotion.  I  felt,  subdued, 
saddened,  and  softened  by  the  surpassing  beauty  of  the  building, 
the  bewildering  and  daz'/.ling  effect,  oi  ihe  sort  of  tremulous  light 
which  glaneos  in  and  up  through  the  hay-windows  of  the  building 
upon  tlio  columns  and  arches.     The  sight  of  this  edifice  was  as 
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a  talisman  to  evoke  thoughts ;  speculative  reflections  on  the 
tenants  and  founders  of  t lift  pile;  its  actual  connection  ivith 
religion :  fancies  of  the  future  ;  ti:o  use  and  end  of  life — what  is  it- 
all  worth? 

CucUfinli-im,  Avi/H&t  SI''.- -  Came  in  coach  to  Cheltenham,  which 
I  reached  comfortably  and  cheaply  enough,  and  depositing  my 
luggage  at  the  lioyal  Ilotcl,  went  to  the  theatre.  Whilst  rehears- 
ing 'Yirginius,'  tiie  dresser  who  used  to  attend  mo  at  Bri.-tol 
accosted  me,  and  asked  if  he  might  wait  upon  me  this  evening. 
I,  of  course,  said  "  Yes,"  and  desired  him  lo  he  at  the  theatre  at 
live  o'clock :  asked  him  if  he  had  settled  here,  lie  said  "  Yes  ;"  that 
he  did  writing  for  attorneys,  &.•:.  Having  finished  the  rehearsal, 
I  went  back  to  the  lioyal  Hotel  and  dined. 

Arranged  to  go  in  a  fly  to  Tewkesbury  after  the  play,  and 
ordered  my  luggage  to  be  taken  to  Ihc  Theatre.  Sly  dresser  was 
there,  and  ho  assisted  the  porter  to  bring  the  things  up ;  in 
dressing  I  sent  him  out  with  my  Idlers  to  post,  and  for  some 
soap.  While  al  lending  to  me  lie  mentioned  that  the  theatre  was 
a  sad  place,  that  Mr.  Goldsmid  had  lost  a  handkerchief,  whilst 
Mr.  Goldsmid  and  himself  were  out  of  the  room  for  one  minute. 
1  gave  him  my  purse,  ami  observed  that  my  watch  would  be  safe. 
He.  said,  Oh,  lie  wonkl  mil  go  out  of  the  yuan,  all  night.  The  play 
went  on.  and  I  observed  he  was  absent.  To  my  surprise  I  found 
the  small  keys  out  of  niypuvso  on  the  table.  T.  fell  uncomfortable. 
He  had  got  my  watch,  purse,  ring.  Ac.  I  sent  for  him.  Search 
was  made  everywhere.  lie  was  not  to  he  found  or  heard  of.  I 
sent  for  Mr.  Anderson,  and  begged  him  to  send  a  policeman  after 
him  ;  a  sort  of  bitsllcs  was  mad'-,  a  messenger  sent  to  his  lodgings 
- — oil  in  vain.  It  now  came  out.  that  he  was  a  very  bad  character, 
living  with  a  common  street-walker,  and  not  earning  his  bread  as 
he  stated.  He  was  gone.  Policemen  sent  afler  him.  No  tidings. 
It  quite  sunk  my  spirits  to  lose  these  gifts  and  my  money,  which 
I  valued  least ;  still  I  rallied  against  it,  and  acred  "Yirgmius  well, 
but  I  was  quite  moved  when  I  came  to  miss  my  ring  in  dressing. 
Agreed  to  act  Hamlet  on  Friday. 

Jjritfi.-I,  Fefrfarihtr  3a/. — The  inspoelor  of  police  came,  to  me  about 
the  things  I  had  lost,  and  it.  seems  the  thief  is  in  Bristol. 

S,p!c!n'oc-r  iith. — Thought  upon  my  state  of  mind,  correcting  my 
angry  passions,  and  tempering  my  mind  to  a  cheerful  and  rational 
etato.  ■  Looked  over  '  litrlu Lpiuv  ">  which  occupation  I  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  visit  of  a-  police  officer  No.  Si,  who  came  to  make 
inquiries  respecting  niv  stolen  properly,  .from  him  I  learned  that 
the  thief  had  left  Bristol ;  that  he  was  a  thief,  known ;  that  the 
property  was  in  the  city,  and  it  was  manifest  Itiaf  the  police  oliieer 
knew  more  about  it  than  he  chose  to  admit.  He  said  that  hail 
Stevens  entered  in  the  police-hook  the  letter  he  had  received 
front  Cheltenham,  the  thief  would  have  been  taken  on  Saturday 
morning.  Thus  is  justice  done  !  if  I  ever  recover  my  property  I 
must  buy  it  back. 
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■%j.t'-sr,b;r  0 .'/i-  -Employed  my  mind  in  thinking  on  Othello,  and 
endeavouring  to  fix  in  my  thoughts  the  manly  and  chivalrous 
character  of  the  iloor.     Head  pari,  of  it  as  T  sat  at  breakfast. 

The  policeman  called  again,  anil  consumed  .sonic  precious  mo- 
ments in  dwelling  mi  the  dunes  of  Lis  office,  but,  he  recompensed 
my  patience  by  telling  me,  if  1  made  an  appointment  with  the 
jeweller  before  tiio  magistrate,  T  should  have  my  ring  again.  I 
appointed  a  quarter  before  two,  unit  went  to  t lie  rehearsal  of  Othello, 
which  I  went  through  in  a-  very  superior  style,  most  manly,  fervid, 
and  measured.  Went  to  the  police- -olliee,  and.  alter  waiting  some 
time,  the  purchaser  of  the  ring  arrived.  Wo  went,  police  with  us, 
before  the  magistrates.  The  attention  shown  me  was  very  par- 
ticular; I  was  asked  wilhin  the  rails,  and  accommodated  with  a 
chair  by  the  magistrates.  Tlio  purchaser  was  called  forward  and 
gave  liis-acconnt  (a  lame  one)  of  the  thief's  statement  to  him,  and 
of  his  purchase.  I  stated  the  impossibility  of  my  being  at  the 
sessions  to  prosecute  (1.9th  of  October),  and  agreed  to  give  the 
jeweller  the  price  he  gave  for  the  ring,  viz.,  4s.  I  went  out,  saw 
the  man,  paid  the  money,  and,  telling  the  police  vhat  T  would  give 
a  reward  for  the  watch  and  seals,  1  very  joyfully  returned  to  my 
lodgings  with  the  ring. 

fejit-imhr  lath.—  Head  the  sweet,  and  tender  parting  of  Hector 
and  Andromache,  and  the  departure  of  Hector  and  Paris  to  the 
field, in  Homer.  I  remember,  in  Tope's  translation,  I  received  the 
impression  that  Ileetov  chid  Andromache  for  her  sorrow,  but,  in 
Homer  it  is  to  me  all  tenderness.  Kelt  lired  and  lay  dorm ;  slept 
longer  than  "I  wished.  liead  over  Wolsey.  Went  to  theatre  and 
acted  Cardinal  Wolsey  tolerably  well,  in  parts  very  well.  Looked 
at  a  little  of  the  entertainment ,  and  cannot  wonder  that  people 
should  prefer  the  repose,  instruction,  or  amusement  to  be  found 
around  their  own  hearths  to  the  ill  -per  formed  trash  they  too  often 
listen  to  in  our  theatres. 

!iej)iein!icy  \S>tlt. — jiecclved  a  letter  from  binlwer  thanking  me  for 
my  observation  on  Cromwidi.  and  explaining  his  engagements  with 
regard  to  '  La  Y  alliens.'  I  answered  him  at  once.  Dined  exceed- 
ingly moderately,  on  one  limit  on-cb  op.  si  ill  felt  very  drowsy  after- 
wards. Rested  and  read  over  '  Ion,'  which  I  acted  better  than  on 
either  of  the  previous  nights.  Was  rather  disconcerted  and  very 
slightly  dispiriieil  on  finding  the  house  bad  ;  but  J  resolved  to  use 
the  occasion  for  study  of  my  art  and  temper.  In  the  first  subject 
of  my  discipline  I  was  not  uii~r,eecss:'ul  as  regards  '  Ton,' but  my 
temper  was  overturned,  destroyed,  and  lost  by  the  apparent  con- 
spiracy of  every  one  engaged  in  '  William  Tell,'  which  was  played 
as  a  second  piece,  to  forget  their  duty.  If  not  so  very  provoking, 
it  would  have  been  curious  to  see  the  general  system  of  blunder, 
from  the  prompter  to  the  carpenters,  i  quite  lost  all  command  of 
myself,  and  suffered  torture  1"  doing  so. 

Stplciiihes  1 7  (/e- -Going  to  (he  theatre,  found  noliiiag  prepared  for 

the  rehearsal,  and  would  nut  proceed  with  it  until  somo  means 
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were  used  to  possess  the  performers  villi  a  slight,  knowledge  of 
what  they  were  to  do.  "We  waited  an  hour  for  1he  property  man 
and  for  the  leader  of  tin;  bund  ;  then  one  of  the  actors  went  away, 
who  was  also  sent  for.  At  last  T  rehearsed  the  pari,  of  Melantius, 
which  is  too  monotonous  in  its  character  to  be-  a  great  part.  Here 
is  £150  lost,  paid  for  three  ol"  its  scenes  to  Mr.  is.  Knowles,  besides 
my  own  time. 

Shrewsbury,  $("/i!'-ii:h-r  MM.-— Tan.     27th. — "Virginins. 

September  28th.—  William  Tell.  Went  over  with  care  the  dapper 
soliloquy  of  Macbeth,  which  T  Ihinl;  1  can  improve,  and  1  feel  I 
must  (as  this  is  the  only  profession  by  which  f  have  a  chance  of 
earning  my  own  independence  and  my  children's  education)  givo 
my  mind  diligently  to  it. 

Went  to  rehearsal.  How  exceedingly  distasteful  to  me  is  the 
character  of  William  Tell!  1  cannot  throw  myself  into  it  now. 

Acted  "William  Tell  to  an  indifferent  house  1ml.  indifferently. 
How  much  I  wish  that  all  tyrants  were  like  the  Gesler  of  this 
evening,  and  then  mankind  would  rise  en  -mi me  ami  smother  them. 
I  never  saw  his  fellow— Termagannt  and  Herod  were  fools  and 
innocents  to  him— and  he  enjoyed  it.  J  envied  him  the  relish  he 
had  for  his  own  gr:  ma  crags  mid  intonations.     Happy  being  ! 

in  thinking  upon  the  very  little  I  do  in  life  beyond  attending  to 
my  profession,  and  to  that  T  cannot  give  much  attention  out  of  the 
theatre,  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  in  these  country  engagements. 
wiiere  I  have  usually  a  daily  rehearsal,  the  time  thai,  is  consumed 
in  the  theatre,  rehearsing  and  acting,  is  very  rarely,  if  ever,  less 
than  eight  hours!  This  does  not.  leave  much  time  or  spirits  for 
other  labours. 

September  20!?;. --Macbeth. 

Wvreczter,  Oe'.obr-r  Id. — Ion. 

Jihlrte,  October  2nd.-  -Antieipated  the  call  of  the  servant,  and  was 
down  to  breakfast,  and  took  my  departure  by  the  six  o'clock  coach  ; 
found  Mr.  Anfossi,  the  double-bass  player,  my  companion;  we 
talked  over  mus.ie  meetings  :  3lalihr;m.  her  predecessors  in  opsra  ; 
Tramozzani,  who  went,  mod  from  his  failure  in  Taris— something 
for  very  harsh  critics  to  pause  upon:  and  Amhrogelti,  who  has 
become  a  Trappist !  1  slept  occasionally,  and  went  over  to  myself 
the  character  of  Werner,  endeavonring  lo  gmird  against,  monotony 
and  lameness,  and  above  all  to  set  myself  above  impatience  and  ill- 
temper. 

l.owi'iii  (l'e,'-:;l  Garth ,-,),  Oetihe-,'  3 rJ.—  Aiacbolh.  hth. — Werner, 
tMuhr.r  iiiiL, — Tried  to  read  King  John,  but  if  one  has  not  made 
oneself  master  of  a  character  before  the  day  of  perform  an  ce.  it  is  not 
then  to  be  done  :  all  is  chance,  and  raw,  and  wild—  not  artistic-like. 
Acted  King  John  in  a  style  very  much  beneath  myself— no 
identity,  no  absorbing  feeling  of  character  ;  the  house  was  great, 
and  at  the  close  (my  dying  scene  was  the  lost)  there  were  calls 
for  Komble  and  myself;  we  went  on  together.  I  do  not  fancy 
these  duets. 
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OcMivr   lO-'.'i.— An   application   fur   relief  from  Mr.    Y ,   an 

indifferent  actor  and  not  a  good  man.  Ho  strove  to  run  bis  sword 
into  my  father  nn  the  srago  at  Manchester,  find  when  my  father 
asked  him  why  lie  was  so  violent,  lie  said,  ';  Because  you  struck 
me,  sir  !"  which,  in  the  character  of  Oassio,  my  father  had  to  do. 
I  gave  him  what.  1  oughl  not.  to  have  given  him. 

Went  to  theatre.  Acted  Macbolh  as  badly  as  T  acted  well  on 
Monday  Inst.  The  gallery  tvo-S  noisy,  lint  (bat  is  no  excuse  for  me; 
I  could  not  feel  myself  in  the  part.  T  was  labouring  to  play 
Macbeth:  on  Monday  lust  J.  was  Macbeth. 

Eitirtc,  Oc'i.bi-r  15/A, — lioso  late,  and  canvassed  with  ray  counsel 
of  the  home  department  tie  best  mode  of  arrangement  in  inviting 
Mr.  Forrest  to  our  home.     "Wrote  a  nolo  of  invitation  to  liim. 

London,  October  1  7A'i.— Xoto  from  Xoder,  the  box-office  keeper, 
informing  me  of  what  I  saw  in  the  7';\>;s,  viz.,  tliat  the  Doncadcr, 
from  the  Mauritius,  had  been  lost,  off  the  reel"  of  Capo  Agulhas, 
and  every  soul  on  hoard  penciled.  Anion;;  the  various  articles 
washed  on  shore  with  the  dead  bodies  was  the  lid  of  a  box  directed 
to  W.  Maeready.  V.tq  ,  "Klstree,  Tierls,  Something  from  John 
Xwiss.     "What  a  fate  for  those  lost,  and  for  those  who  liavo  lost 

Hcrand  called,  and  I  was  delayed  by  a  son  of  poor  Conway,  who 
called  to  ask  me  lo  make  sonic  inquiry  idler  his  father's  property 
(I  fear  to  no  purpose),  and  also  if  1  could  assist,  him  in  his  views  of 
going  on  the  stage,  for  which  he  was  about  to  relinquish  very 
good  prospects— so  infatuated  was  lie,  T  rend  him  a  very  long 
lecture,  and  tried  to  convince  him  of  his  foliy.  He  reft  me,  I  fear, 
iiapcrsuaded.  i'rice  I  old  me  he  was  in  great  alarm  for  the  success 
of  the  '  Gladiator,"  in  which  11  r.  Forres'-  is  to  appear  this  evening. 
I  told  him  that  ilarlley  had  said  it  would  do. 

Dow  called,  and  brought  mo  the  news  of  the  Drury  Lane  repre- 
sentation, viz.,  that  Mr.  Korrost  had  quiie  succeeded,  and  that  the 
play  had  been  as  completely  damned.  His  opinion  was  that  lie 
was  a  very  good  actor,  but  he  did  not  think  him  a  great  one.  I 
cannot  of  course  have,  as  yet,  any  opinion;  but  this  I  know,  that 
when  I  saw  him  nine  years  ago  lie  had  everything  within  himself 
to  make  a  very  great  actor. 

October  21  fi— Went,  to  rehearsal,  wdicrel  was  depressed  by  finding 
myself  not  possessed  with  the  character  of  Othello,  and  annoyed  by 
the  carelessness  of  the  people  about!  lie  arrangement  of  the  last  scene. 
Oh,  what  a  change  lias  taken  place  in  iliis  theatre  !  J  remember  it 
offering  accommodation  to  the  actor  in  every  particular,  and  now  it 
is  a  dirty  desert  except  hefore  the  curtain,  which  perhaps  may  be 
looked  on  as  a  reproof  to  my  complaint. 

October  2ol!i. — At  the  theatre  there  was  a  violent  disturbance 
from  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  pit ;  the  audience  demanded 
that  the  money  should  be  relumed:  tlic  play  could  not  be  heard. 
Charles  Kemhle  went,  forward,  addressed  the  audience,  spoke  to 
Mr.   "Wallack— hut   by   merely   temporising   he    effected   nothing. 
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Tito  first  eeene  ended  in  dumb  show.  Mr.  II.  Wallack  went 
forward  in  The  next  scene,  but  his  speech  was  shuttling,  evasive— 
anything  but  an  answer  lo  the  downright  demand  of  "Return  the 
inoneyl"  Tlio  audience  would  not  all  oiv  I  lie  ]  day  to  proceed,  and 
at  last,  after  speaking  to  Mr.  YandenhoiT,  I  went  forward.  I  said, 
"Under  the  circiunsmnccs  of  peculiar  inconvenience  from  which  so 
many  seemed  to  be  suflenng,  I  scarcely  knew  what  to  say,  and  that 
it  I  should  say  anything  that  might  appear  to  give  ofr'encc  either 
to  them  or  the  management,  I  hoped  I  should  stand  excused ;  but 
as  the  only  means  of  remedying  the  present  inconvenience  and 
relieving  both   those  who  were  desirous  of  going  and  those  who 

wished  to  remain,   if  the  ladies  or  gentlemen  wl ould  not  obtain 

room  would  require  their  money  from  the  door-keeper,  and  tell 
him  to  charge  it  to  my  account,  I  should  be  most  happy  to  be 
responsible  fur  it."  The  whole  house  cheered  very  enthusiast  iea.lly, 
and  like  the  sea,  under  the  word  of  Neptune,  the  waves  were  in- 
stantly stilled. 

Eli-tree,  Suu-l'iv,  Ocl.-.ir  SO'.!/.— Whilst  I"  was  dressing  Messrs, 
Forrest,  J.  Price,  and  Jones  arrived.  "We  talked  in  the  drawing- 
room,  with  Browning  and  Dow,  till  the  arrival  of  Talfburd  and 
Mr.  T.  U.  Trice  and  White.  Introduced  all  to  "Forrest.  Aske'd 
him  to  take  Mrs.  Maeready  down.  Spent  an  agreeable  and  cheer- 
ful afternoon. 

.Lou/ion,  XovFinhe?  2nd. — Bead  liulwcr's  play  of  the 'Duchess  of 
La  Vallicrc  in  .Mr.  Osbali  list  oil's  room,  The  actors  and  actresses 
were,  or  seemed  to  be,  very  much  pleased  with  the  play,  but  I 
cannot  put  much  confidence  in  them. 

.Vovciiilsr  ■}■■■<!. — Called  on  Miss  "Marl  ineau,  who  told  me  of  many 
friends  she  had  seen  in  the  Limed  States,  and  of  her  intended  book 
upon  the  country.  She  liked  Clay  the  bust  of  tin:  American  states- 
men. She  is  a  very  zealous  Abolitionist,  hut,  T  think,  has  got  some 
illusive  notions  oil  the  actual  state  of  opinion  on  that,  perplexing 
question.  She  spoke  in  tlio  warmest  terms  of  Mrs.  Butler;  her 
qualities  of  bead  and  heart. 

November  17th.—  Went  with  Forstor  to  Colnaglu's,  and  spoke 
to  him  about  the  costumes  for  T!i-agelono,  which  he  promised  to 
send  me.  Called  at  Ga.-s's  and  paid  £31  10*.  for  Miss  K  Tree's 
present,  ordered  seals,  and  looked  for,  without  choosing,  some 
ornament  to  give  to  Talfourd,  in  remembrance  of  his  advocacy  of 

November  18-tf..—  Acted  Brutus  with  more  self  possession  than  on 
the  first  night;  and  learned  some  things  in  the  performance.  It 
is  one  of  those  characters  that  require  peculiar  care,  which  only 
repetition  can  give,  hut  it  never  can  bo  a  part  that  can  inspire  a 
person  with  an  ea^er  desire  lo  go  to  a  theatre  to  see  represented, 
I  am  pleased  to  bear  ihat  every  paper  noticed  the  Senate  scene, 
which  I  induced  Mr.  Osl.ialdision  to  have. 

Xomiiber  l!)/.'i.— Browning  came  with  Dow  to  bring  me  his 
tragedy  of  '  Strallbrd ;'  the  fourth  act  was  incomplete.   I  requested 
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him  to  write  in  the  plot  of  what  was  deficient.  Dow  drove  mo  to 
(ho  Oarrick  Club,  while  nrmvuius  iwote  out  the  story  of  the 
omitted  part?.  J  ("omul  remaining  of  i  lie  party  of eighteen  who  fat 
down  to  the  dinner  given  to  Mr.  Fun-oat-- himself.  Talfonrd  (in 
the  chair),  Mr.  llloud  opposite,  S.  1'rioe,  C.  Kemblc,  W.  Jones, 
Zachary  (!),  Dance,  Mmphy,  Raymond,  and  three  others  un- 
known. 1  greeted  Forrest,  ami  told  him  I  was  anxious  to  be 
among  his  hosts:  Taifourd  monti.-med  fiuit  my  health  had  been 
drunk  very  cordially,  hot.  i-epca.ted  it.  in  my  presence.  I  was  drunk 
to,  and  briefly  stated  that  "The  attention  was  unexpected;  that  I 
came  to  pay,  not  to  receive,  a  compliment ;  and  could  assure  my 
highly-talented  friend,  if  so,  that  no  one  extended  the  Lands  ol 
welcome  to  him  more  fervently  or  sinrcrely  than  myself,  in  doing 
which  T  only  endeavoured  to  repay  a  small  part  of  the  debt  of 
gratitude  which  hud  been  helped  on  me  by  (he  kindness  of  his 
countrymen,'' Ac.  0.  KemUe  wished  Unit  wo  should  take  wine 
together,  which  we  did,  Hi-owning  and  Low  soon  summoned  me, 
mid  I  received  the  IMS.,  started  in  a-  cab  to  Kilbnrn.wliercl  found 
a  chaise,  vkr.  fly,  waiting  for  me.  I  bought  a  couple  of  cigars,  and 
smoked  to  F.d^wave.  t.of  eomfortably  to  Klstree,  and  found,  thank 
God,  all  in  tolerable  health. 

A'mvml)-x>-2iHh. — Went  to  Talfourd's.  Met  Kcnyon,  whom  I 
much  like,  "White,  Lane,  and  ,sonie  agreeable  men.  Found  on  my 
return  to  chambers  a.  note  from  a  Mr.  Mil  lord,  asking  my  autograph, 
Taifourd  had  mentioned  tiis  intention  of  making  a  book  of  the 
autographs  of  the  distinguished  persons  from  whom  he  had 
received  letters  on  his  'Jon' — a  most  interesting  collection,  and 
what  a  treasure  to  the  child  who  inherits  it! 

iihtree,  Rmr'nilrr  lllh. — Dr.  Flliotson  arrived.  Saw  and  pre- 
scribed for  Letitia ;  he  took  tea  with  us.  1  liked  him  very  much, 
ffo  talked  of  Dr.  Gregory,  the  homoeopathic  system,  of  which  he 
expressed  the  absurdity,  ami  other  subjects  very  agreeably.  I 
gave  him  a  cheque  for  twelve  guineas,  which  1  hope  was  right, 
thanked  hiiu,  and  he  left,  us  greatly  relieved  by  his  visit. 

London,  l^rimb-.r  1.4. — Acted  Vidimus  as  well  as  my  temper  and 
the  state  of  the  play  would  let  me.  Mr.  Osbaldiston  would  not 
suffer  the  supernumeraries  to  be  rehearsed  on  account  of  the 
expense,  15'.  1  Called  for  and  went  on  with  no  pleasure.  Dow 
came  into  my  room  and  told  me  my  orders  were  stopped !  I  had 
over-written  myself. 

Iha-iaber  2nd.  -Lay  very  late — uneasy,  unhappy;  my  spirits  in 
the  lowest  depth  :  no  cheering  prospect  before  mo  ;' sickness  at.  my 
home,  neglect  and  labour  here.  Life  is  indeed  "as  tedious  as  a 
twice-told  tale."  "What  are  we  sent.  for  here  without  tho  power  of 
acting  up  to  good  intentions,  of  improving  our  minds,  or  of 
elevating  our  conditions''  Such  sorely  is  my  case.  My  days  flow 
by,  and  are  hearing  me  to  my  grave  the  same  worthless,  sinful, 
wretched  being  that  1  have  ever  been  -perhaps  even  worse  than  I 
have  ever  been. 
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Dcccmlier  7  th. — Wont  to  rehearsal  of  'La  Yal]i;:re.'  Mrs,  Glover 
observed  to  me,  hoping  I  should  iiiit.be  oilenilocl  sit  the  observation, 
that  she  had  never  seen  such  an  improvement  in  any  person  as  in 
myself  lately.  I  told  her  J  was  extremely  gratiiicd  to  hear  her  say 
so,  since  every  art  needed  study,  and  was  progressive  in  its  courso 
towards  perfection.     Rehearsed  Lragelone. 

JhearnUr  13f/i. — M  —  of  Drury  Lane  called,  wishing  to  ask  my 
advico  upon  his  present  siaic,  which  isj  that  of  an  insolvent  in 
danger  of  arrest,  and  with  a  reduced  salary  unable  to  support  his 
family.  I  told  him  that  his  scheme  of  a  benefit  was  quite  visionary 
and  impracticable  ;  but  (bat  if  be  wished  me  to  speak  to  Mr.  Osbal- 
diston  for  him  J  would  do  so,  ami  should  lie  engage  him  I  would 
lend  hiru  £40  (the  amount-  for  which  lie  is  embarrassed),  to  he  re- 
paid me  at  £1  per  week.  He  expressed  himself  very  grateful  to  me 
for  this  suggestion,  and  left. 

Head  some  odes  of  Catnlius,  some  notes  of  Lord  Lyron's,  some 
pages  of  Tito  Giaour.'  Wrote  to  J- Id  won:]  and  imolo  up  a  copy  of 
'  La  Valiiore  '  with  the  letter  to  him.  Wrote  to  Catherine  and  to 
H.  Smith.  Read  over  the  part,  of  Uratrelone  and  the  early  part  of 
'  Othello.' 

A'htr.v,  Jknerriher  2IW.--i[r.  Pope  called  and  pronounced  Letitia 
much  better.  "Went  over  Lragelone,  alter  lolling  two  stories  to 
my  children  and  hearing  their  prayers,  liegan  to  read  a  new 
book  of  instruction  in  arithmetic,  by  which  i  learnt  the  meaning  of 
what,  as  a  hoy,  I  had  repeatedly  galloped  through  by  dint  of 
quickness,  but  without  ever  understanding  what,  T  was  doing;  and 
this  is  often  the  case  wdth  what  is  termed  education.  I  was  very 
much  pleased  with   the  book. 

London,  Ikctmber  27th.- — I  lingered  away  my  morning  with 
T.ctitia  and  the  children,  and  at  the  fixed  hour  set  out  with 
Catherine,  Willie,  and  the  footman  in  the  oil  carriage.  It  is 
the  last  time  wc  shrdl  ever  ride  in  it,  and  1  feel  all  the  regret  of 
parting  with  an  old  friend  and  companion ;  bow  many  happy  hours 
have  I  passed  in  itl — at  one  time,  when  1  had  no  home,  it  felt  like 
a  home  to  me.  It  has  served  me  now  thirteen  years— to-morrow 
I  part  with  it.  It  has  so  often  been  the  witness  of  my  sorrows  and 
my  joys,  that  I  almost  feel  a  superstitious  grief  at  parting  with  it. 
J.  itnowhow  childish  this  is.     But 

lh.<:i:!iih'.:r  2t-ti>.  —Called  at.  Johnson  and  Allen's,  where  I  saw  our 
new  carriage  and  gave  orders  for  horses  to  it,  desiring  Mr.  Johnson 
to  call  and  he  paid.  Laid  Jlr.  Johnson  il'j')  for  the  carriage. 
Placed  dearest  Catherine  and  Willie  in  it,  with  my  secret  wishes 
that  they  might  long  enjoy  it. 
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[Sentences  at  beginning  of  Diary :] 


"  The  discretion  of  a  man  defiiTeth  Id,  anger  ;  ami  iL  is  his  glory  to  pass 

"  Let  no  thin;;  bo  tlnr.e  through  sfrifi;  or  vain  ghirv." 

"  A  furious  man  cannot  be  justified,  for  the  sway  of  his  fury  shall  be  his 

'■A  jiiitietit  man  will  Lc:li-  i':r-  a  f.imo,  a:i;l  anonvarJj  joy  will  spring  up  to 


Ji'iiiii'i-i/  '2vd. — Acted  Lord  Hastings  very,  very  ill  indeed,  in  tin' 
worst  possiblu  las  to  ami  style.  I  really  am  a-.hu  loed  to  think  of  it ; 
the  audience  applauded,  Imt  1  desene  some  reprobation.  I  have 
no  right  to  trifle  with  any,  the  least  important,  character;  what- 
ever is  good  enough  to  play  js  good  enough  to  play  well,  and  I 
could  have  acted  this  character  very  will  if  1.  had  prepared  myself 
as  I  should  have  done.  Without  study  I  can  do  nothing.  I  am 
worse  than  a  common  nightly  drudge. 

Javuii-i-'j  3rd. — lief  ore  I  rose  thought  over  some  scenes  of 
Dragelonc  :  sa.w  "Mr.  Dreustor  and  airangi.il  my  coiffure  with  him. 
Griffiths  called  also  about,  my  dross.  Wont,  to  theatre,  found  they 
had  begun  before  ihe  appointed  time.  IJsheursod  Dragelonc; 
suggested  some  improvements  in  the  arrangements  of  the  last 
scene.  Tried  on  and  seiilod  my  dress,  liuhvcr  and  T'orstor  were 
there.  Buhvor  liked  what  t  did:  but  authors  are  no  judges  of  the 
performance  of  their  own  plays.  The  rehearsal  was  not  over  till 
past  i  o'clock. 

January  4ih-  "Received,  in  a  note  from  Dorsier,  an  invitation  to 
supper  from  Lady  Dlcssington.  Acted  lhagolonc  well,  with 
earnestness  and  freshness ;  some  passages  wore  dehdent  in  polish. 
Doing  called  for,  I  did  not  choose  to  go  on  without  Miss  1'aucit, 
whom  I  led  forward.  The  applause  was  fervent,  but  there  had 
boon  considerable  inipatioi.ee  manifested  thnno-h  the  play,  which 
did  not  end  until  1 1  o'clock  !  Dow,  l-'iizgerald,  Drowning,  Tallburd 
and  his  son  Drank,  0.  Duller,  eame  into  my  room  ;  they  all  seemed 
to  think  much  of  my  performance,  Dtilwer  came  in  when  they 
had  gone,  and  in  the  most  energetic  and  ardent  manner  thanked 
me  for  my  performance-,  and  forjnakhig  him  out  out  the  first  sceno 
of  the  fifth  act,  which  f  had  dene.  .Mr.  Standisii  took  Dorstcr  and 
myself  fo  Lady  lilessington's;  Count  D'Orsay  and  lierself  n 
me  most  warmly,  linhvet-  drove  me  home  ;  all  his  talk  was  ■ 
Yallierc' 

January    lilt.— Drowning    called,    and    we    talked    about    ' 
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Tallierc.,'  &<>■;  he  gave  me  an  interesting  lilhographic  print  of 
Tiiehard  from  some  old  tapestry.  Took  an  omnibus  to  the  city, 
culled  011  Me.  Harris,  wen!  with  bis  sou  to  the  bank,  whore  I 
sold  out  £900  Three  \ioi-  Cent.  Consols,  and  relumed  ;  went  to  H. 
Smith,  with  whom  I  had  some  conversation,  and  who  entered 
me  in  the  vent  lire  on  ;i  cargo  of  cinnamon  (o  (be  amount  of  £500. 

January  \()l,!i. — llulwer  tookFoi-ster  and  myself  in  his  cab  to  the 
Albion,  Aldersgate  Street,  where  the  Ganiek  Chili  gavo  their 
complimentary  dinner  fo  C.  Kemblc.  T  was  beckoned  soon  to  the 
cross-table,  and  taken  there  by  Captain  "Williams  and  placed 
between  Sir  G.  Whit  under  ami  8tandis.ii.  Sir  G.  "Wavrcnder  intro- 
duced mc  to  the  Chairman,  Lord  Francis  ligerton.  Captain  "W". 
had  come  to  me  twice  or  three  times,  to  ask  mo  to  return  thanks 
when  "  The  stage  ami  iis  professors"  was  drunk.  I  declined,  but 
saw  at  last,  that.  I  had  no  power  of  retreat.  The  toast  was  given 
by  Mr.  S.  Price.  I  replied,  first,  to  him— in  reference  to  his  allu- 
sion to  the  American  stage-  -ox  pressing  the  cordial  feeling  that  all 
actors  felt  towards  that  country  who  iiad  visited  it,  and  of  my  own 
particular  attachment  to  it ;  that  the  toast,  which  had  been  given, 
in  referring  to  what  we  possessed,  made  us  more  strongly  feel  what 
wo  had  to  deplore;  that  the  sentiment,  of  regret  was  universal 
among  the  members  of  the  profession  at  the  loss  of  our  guest,  and 
that  no  one  was  more  sorry  to  lose  his  companionship  than  myself 
when  I  reflected  how.  in  "  many  a  wen-fought  field,  we  had  kept 
together  in  our  chivalry;"  that  I  was  only  expressing  the  general 
feeling  of  Hie  professors  oi'lhe  art  in  congratulating  him  upon  and 
lamenting  his  retirement,'  and  that  I  only  uttered  their  wishes  in 
my  desire  for  every  joy,  every  good,  that  the  remainder  of  his  lil'o 
could  give  him. 

January  Vc.-lh. — Torsi  ei*  inquired  of  me  if.  I  were  willing  to 
undertake  an  edition  oi  Shakes]  leare.  I  said  thai,  T  should  like  the 
task,  and  had  thought  el' it.  1ml.  that  T  could  not  venture  on  the 
attempt  whilst  oceupied  «  ith  my  proii.ssion.  Ho  said  Moxon  was 
the  person  who  wished  it.  and  that  lie  would  speak  of  it  as  a  thing 
for  my  hours  of  retirement. 

Met  Miss  Stephens.  We  talked  very  cordially,  she  asking  me 
why  I  did  not  sometimes  call  us  I  passed,  and  observing  that 
she  had  never  been  so  happy  as  when  she  was  on  the  stage.  Ah, 
me!  how  much  I  wish  T  had  her  means  of  bring  in:'.-  from  it! 

January  'IZnd.—A  little  before  5  o'clock  I  was  awoke  with  a 
very  torturing  pain  at  my  heart,  which  only  just  allowed  me  to 
draw  my  breath ;  I  raised  myself  in  bed,  and  strove  to  bear  it,  but 
after  an  ineii'ect.ual  eifort  war;  forced  to  get.  up.  1  walked  about, 
but  the  agony  of  the  pain  was  intense.  1  went  into  the  sitting- 
room,  and  after  walling  a  sliori  lime,  Hading  the  anguish  of  the  part 
increase,  and  my  strength  diminishing  in  oon-equeiiee,  I  rang  the 
hell;  old  Freeman  came  up,  and  I  requested  him  to  call  up  the 
servant,  light  my  fire,  and  sei:d  instantly  for  Mealy.  I  returned 
to  my  bed,  and  from  the  continued  suffering,  thought  that  death 
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was  not  far  distant ;  indeed  that  'I  mj.^lii  pos-ibly  die  before  Earle 
could  reach  me.  I  accused  my  negligent  procrastination  in  not 
haying  sent  fur  him  yesterday,  but  submitted  myself  to  the  will  of 
(led,  thinking  ever  how  vi-iy  touch  I'  hud  h>  I";  thankful  for  in  my 
wife  and  children,  calculating  wind.  1  had  to  leave  them,  and  in 
whom  to  repo.-e  (he  trust  of  taking  eare  of  their  property.  The 
pain  wearied  down  to  a  milder  form  when  drawing  a  very  low 
breath,  ami  so  continued  till  II,  Marie  came;  he  examined  the  whole 
region  of  the  heart:  applied  flit.'  stethoscope  and  decided  that  the 
heart  was  tranquil,  the  membrane  near  it  being  affected  by  rheu- 
matism. He  prescribed,  and  said  lie  did  not  think  it  likely  that  I 
could  play  to-morrow.  1  requested  Catherine  to  write  this  to  Mr. 
Usbaldiston,  which  site  did.  A  mustard  poultice  gave  mo  consi- 
derable relief;  II.  Earle  called  again  about.  2  o'clock,  and  spoke 
decisively  upon  the  danger  of  any  attempt  to  play  to-morrow. 
Catherine  wrote  a::ain  ou  this  p<: hit  to  Osbiddistou,  mentioning  ray 
hope  that  I.  should  lie  able  to  act  Hi  chard  on  Thursday.  I  humbly 
and  devoutly  thank  God  for  all  )  lis  mercies,  and  particularly  for 
the  amended  stale  of  feeling  in  which  1  retire  to  my  bed,  when 
this  morning  I  did  not  know  how  soon  I  might  quit  life  and  all 
that  makes  it  dear.  I  humbly  and  fervently  pray  tor  His  blessing 
on  my  beloved  wife  and  children. 

Ji.iiiUii.ry  2'AiJ. — It  is  mi  extraordinary  coincidence  that  some  ill- 
fortune  always  seems  to  attend  my  announcement  in  'King 
Richard    III.'     About  three  years   since   I    was   attacked   with 

?leurisy  at  Nottingham,  when  coining  up  to  perform  it.  Last  year 
broke  out  in  folly  on  the  same-  occasion  ;  and  now  T  lose  a  week's 
salary,  the  cost  of  my  dress  and  expenses,  much  trouble,  and  not 
a  little  suffering.     But  God's  will  be  done. 

Khti-ce,  Juratory  24th. — A  letter  from  Mr.  B ,  of  Drury  Lano 

Theatre,  rerpiesting'my  interest  with  Tnlfourd  in  an  application  to 
the  Recorder  and  to  the  >Scerctary  of  State  on  the  approaching 
trial  of  his  wife  for  felony !  She  is  to  be  tried  next  Monday ;  from 
long  indulgence  in  habits  of  drunkenness  -be  has  been  led  to  the 
perpetration  of  various  felonious  acts,  and  at  last  her  husband 
allows  her  to  go  to  trial  in  hope  that  confinement  in  the  Peni- 
tentiary may  reclaim  and  restore  her  to  her  ia.lntly  and  friends. 

Merciful  Heaven  !-  to  what  dees  our  weakness  and  guilt  subject 
us!  I  recollect  this  creature — young  and  lovely  and  intelligent 
—and  now!  I  was  deeply  afflicted  by  the  application  to  me, 
thinking  on  the  iuiivuiilies  and  liabilities  of  human  nature.  It  is 
not  mine  as  a  disciple  of  Christ  to  condemn.  I  can  only  follow 
the  dictates  of  compassion. 

Dublin,  Felrwrn/  1-U<*.— C'alcraft  called  to  tell  mo  that  Mr. 
C— -,  the  representative  nl'  Mac-dull'  last,  night,  bad  been  hissed 
so  very  much  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  continue  him  in  those 
characters  for  which  he  had  cast  him  in  my  plays,  and  he  wished 
to  consult  me  on  his  course,  premising  that  he  had  sent  tho 
prompter  to  apprise  him  of  the  impossibility  of  permitting  him  to 
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retain  the  character.  Ilr-  talked  nine]]  as  lie  always  does,  and 
alluded  to  his  "friendship^  fur  mo,  which  of  course  passed  un- 
noticed by  me.  I  told  him  tied  nothing  could  be  suggested  i  iit.il 
lie  ascertained  the  tone  which  Mr.  0- — ■  would  take  in  the  matter. 
Ho  showed  me  a  newspaper  which,  speaking;  of  sunt  part  of  my 

Macbeth,  pronounced  Mr  C. an  excellent  3Iacduff,  bringing  to 

the  character  all  the,  Ac,  i&c.  Is  not  tliis  enough  to  sicken  an 
artist  who  labours  to  discover  and  present  truth  ? 

J/'ehriiary  TSlii. — "Went-  in  a  eoach  to  tbc  llicatre  ;  felt  very  weak 
indeed  ;  the  Loom;  was  very  bad.  Lord  Mulgrave  came  in  about 
the  second  act,  I  played  Wemtr  with  great  care,  with  much 
force  and  taste.  1  did  not  quile  realise  rev  in!  en  lions  in  tlio  second 
act,  hut  when  I  am  well  and  master  of  niysr.lt  1  will  greatly  increase 
its  effect.  Mr.  (He  Hull,  who  bad  been  rai-i,  wished  to  ho  introduced 
tome.     Felt  stronger  after  the:   play  how  very  strange  I 

.!:'<  brut r//ldl/). — Head  some  chapters  in  'Oundide  ;'  the  reason  and 
wit  in  them  makes  me  deploiv  the  coarseness  and  bestiality  that 
deforms  the  work.  Bond  aloud  tbc  '.1/ Allegro'  and  '11 I'onscroso' — 
— charming,  delicious  melodies :  some  passages  in  the  last  book  of 
'Paradise  Lost'  and  some  in  last  part  of  -J'aradisc  Kogivincd;' 
also  the  conclusion  of  Thomson's  '  W inter.'  Took  some  exercise, 
and  practised  part  of  lirr.tu.s,  seeamd  act.  Head  Milton's  version 
of  eight  psalms,  and  bis  grand  ode  on  too  .Nativity  of  our  Saviour. 

Fihruu-ry  'ZOlli, — Went  to  the  theatre.  Was  resolved  to  make 
some  effort  to  act  William  Tell  (which  [  detest)  in  a  manly, 
natural,  and  impressive  manner,  carefully  avoiding  the  tendency 
to  falsetto  tunes,  to  weakness  of  oluiMielei',  m  m<  lodramatic  action 
and  deportment,  I  began  remarkably  well  the  address  to  the 
mountains,  and  the  whole  scene  at  Griflli  was  no  except;  enable. 
The  second  act  was  good,  but  as  the  play  advanced  some 
abominable  half-drunken  ruffians  were  shouting  "Hear"  and 
"Bravo"  at  every  striking  effect,  and  almost  quelled  mo,  and 
certainly  cast  a  gloom  on  the  house,  which  was  disconcerted  and 
disturbed  by  their  interruptions.  J.  lost  my  patience,  by  which 
I  got  nothing.  Lord  and  Lady  MnlgTave  were  at  the  theatre 
again  to-night. 

February  22nd.— We  acted  'llcriulphe  'to  a  miserable  liouso,  not 
in  a  style  satisfactory  to  me.  T  was  utterly  without  support.  It 
is  impossible  to  "do  bnltle"  here  ;  the  sinews  of  war  are  like 
scorched  flax.  I  was  attectod  by  the  inefficiency  round  me,  but  I 
made  the  best  rally  I  could ;  still,  much  cannot  be  said  for  it,  it 
was  scarcely  a  saving  game. 

February  SM!/i.---Wf:ur.  to  the  rehcai'Sal  of  '  Julius  C.'csar,'  which 
will  be  a  very  tedious  affair  indeed. 

Returning  to  lodgings,  I  resumed  the  'Uocyra,'  and  became 
so  much  interested  in  it.  that  I  read  iinji]  tlie  twilight  made  me  lay 
the  small  print  aside.  In  the  morning  I  had  read  some  pages  of 
Greek  Grammar.  Note  of  invitation  from  Colonel  L'Aguilar  for 
Friday  next,  which  I  answered  in  acceptance. 
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Febru-iry  2','h. — Walked  a  liltle  way  up  (lie  road,  and,  returning 
to  my  lodgings,  read  tin:  passage  in  Homer  of  Xept  one's  and  Juno's 
conversation  on  rescuing  -Eneas  from  Achilles.  There  is  surely 
something  very  remarkable  in  the  prophelic.  words  of  Neptune. 
What  was  the  real  history  of  iKneas?  .Finished  the  '  llecyra '  oE 
Terence,  with  many  parks  of  which,  breathing  the  most  exquisite 
tenderness  and  displaying  the  most  relmed  :V:oliii^,  as  well  as  those 
sparkling  with  passion.  humour,  ami  character,!  lia.ro  lteen  greatly 
delighted.  Head  the  charming  tale  of  '  A  cdu.i  <iui  console,'  and  the 
chapter  of '  I'uco-air'iiul:;'  in  Voltaire,  and  lay  down  to  rest;  slept 
till  time  to  go  to  the  theatre.  Acted  iiertulphe  with  effort  and 
devoid  of  ease,  miserably  surrounded,  mil.  supported  (still  I  must 
not  seek  excuses  for  myself),  wanted  ajilomh,  codec  tedness, 
natural  flow  of  passion.  At  my  lodgings  read  with  great  interest 
the  conclusion  of  the  debate  on  the  Irish  ".Municipal  Bill,  with 
Shed's  splendid  .speeeh.  Let  those  who  think  litile  of  the  advan- 
tages of  labour  look  ar  the  result  of  that  man's  application.  Like 
Demosthenes,  he  was  hissed  at  the  Oai  belie  Association  when  in  its 
infant  state,  and  is  now  the  most  eloquent  man  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  On  one  occasion  that;  he  was  hissed  he  extorted  the 
applause  of  his  assailants  by  observing  to  them ;  "  Yon  may  hiss, 
but  you  cannot  sting ! " 

February  'Ml.li. — h'ead  some  pages  in  Greek  Grammar,  and  seme 
in  Homer,  the  struggle  round  the  body  of  I'atroclus.  The  criticism 
is  very  descriptive  that  says  Homer  makes  his  men  gods  and  his 
gods  men,  but  it  should  he  added,  a  very  indi  lie  rent  set  of  men. 
How  judiciously  has  he  made  Menelaus  "  MuXAiKur  nixpjrijc,"  for 
had  he  been  otherwise,  Ihe  force  of  his  wrongs  must  have  pressed 
him  into  the  foremost  place. 

Head  the  two  odes  of  Horace  lo  Xeobnie  and  lo  Tons  Tiandusho. 
which  is  graphic;  one  sees  the  warm  and  transparent  tints  of 
Claude  in  it,  and  hears  ilie  silver  sound  of  Ihe  leaping  rill— it  is 
charming.  Head  two  fables  ot"  La  fonts  ine.  After  dinner  indulged 
myself  with  several  chapters  of '  Tom  Jones.'  I  can  only  believe, 
when  I  read  Fielding,  that  persons  speak  in  utter  ignorance  of  his 
wit,  humour,  pvolound  thought,  satire,  and  truth  of  character 
when  they  set  Scott  above  him,  or  even  compare  fltc  two  writers. 
ltead  over  the  part  of  Ion.  stud  alter  wauls  that  of  llrutus. 

Murc/i  2nd,— Acted  Hamlet  in  a  very,  very  superior  manner,  to 
such  a  house  as  I  have  rarely,  if  ever,  seen  in  Dublin  before.  There 
did  not  appear  tobe  more  than  ten  pounds  in  it.  I  was  not  well, 
hut  I  was  resolved  to  show  in  the  first  place  that  the  performance 
did  not  merit  such  utter  neglect ;  and  in  the  second  place  I  thought 
it  best  so  far  to  pie-tit.  by  ihe  occasion  as  to  use  the  night  for  study. 
Much  of  the  play  I  acted  in  my  very  best  manner — the  soliloquy  of 
the  second  act  and  the  whole  of  Ihe  fifth  I  never  acted  so  well. 
It  is  very  hard  that  (ids  character,  which  is  decidedly  the  most 
finished  of  any  I  represent,  should  be  so  neglected  through  the 
ignorance  of  those  who  have  decried  me  in  it. 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


1837.         Refections  on  attaining  Ms  forty-fourth  year.  411 

M'l.rch  3rd. — To-day  J  am  forty-four  years  of  age.  llefore  I  left 
my  bed  I  gave  my  mind  (o  long  and  earnest  reflection  on  the 
occurrences  of  my  past  life-  ■  on  rim  unhappiness  which,  in  my 
portion  of  good  and  ill,  had  fallen  to  my  lot.  and  of  its  cause. 
Most  of  it  is  to  In:  (raced  to  myself,  to  my  own  violent,  passions,  In 
the  want  of  sclf-direclion  and  command  under  events  which  seemed 
at  war  with  my  interests  or  feelings.  Tito  necessity  of  renewing 
and  iviei'C rising  my  efforts  to  subdue  my  will  :  to  bring  my  irritable 
will  under  the  strong  curb  of  reason;  to  think  less  of  myself  in 
relation  to  others:  to  extirpate  I  he  envious  and  vindictive  lei-lings 
which  still  lurk  within  my  disposition  ;  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  thus  regenerating  my  mind-  -it  .L  am  to  hope  for  the  mercy  of 
Almighty  God,  if  f  am  to  aiicrd  an  example  which  may  teach  and 
form  my  children,  if  lam  to  know  the  blessing  of  a  tranquil  state  of 
being — appeared  clearly  and  palpably  to  me. 

Prayed  to  God  to  confirm  me  in  my  good  resolves,  and  rose  with 
a,  lighter  heart  than  T  have  felt  these  many  days. 

Went  to  dine  at  Colonel  D'Aguilar's,  met.  Major  If  an  key,  the 
principal  amatenr  performer  here,  Sir  Cha  rhs  and  T.ady  "Morgan  and 
her  niece,  Mi.-s  Clarke,  Itliss  .Hopkins,  and  Frank  Sheridan. 

The  conversation  was  lively  and  divcrsilied.  Colonel  D'Aguilar 
mentioned  an  aneedote  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  as  an  instance  of 
ids  great  but  harmless  egotism.  Having  minutely  narrated  the 
circumstances  of  his  escape  from  lite  Temple,  and  upon  Colonel 
D'Aguilur's  expression  of  his  gvat  iiicaliuii  at  the  great  interest  of  the 
relation,  be  significantly  pat  the  eiueslion:  "Did  you  ever  hear 
me  tell  it  in  French?"  "No,"  replied  D'Aguilar.  ':  Then  I'll  tell 
it  you,"  which  he  did,  fact-  for  fact,  only  varying  the  language. 

Mtmhllth. —  Agreed  with  f'alcraft  on  the  mode  of  settling  the 
amount  due:  having  remitted  £*3  and  lost  by  illness  £58,  and 
having  received  -iL'2<i,  there  is  due  £  !L't>.  lie  engages  to  give  mo 
iMIii)  cash,  and  bills  within  two  months  for  the  remaining  £300, 
"  Which,"  ho  says,  ".shall  be  paid." 

Acted  the  tragedy  scene  of  Tuff  in  'The  Critic'  very  well 
for  the  last  time  that  I  ever-  will  appear  in  that  part — it  is  infra 
di'j.  During  this  engagement  1  have  never  onee  been  before  the 
curtain  at  the  end  of  the  play;  this  is  curious,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  its  general  ill-success. 

Ehtrce,  March  ]«■'/<.— lieeelved  a  note  from  I'orster,  appointing 
Monday  for  the  visit  of  himself  and  llrowning  about,  '  Sit  ra  fiord.' 
T  answered  hint,  assenting  to  his  proposal.  Walked  out  with  the 
children  through  Aldcnitam  1'ark  and  the  wood.  Head  before 
dinner  a  few  pages  of '  Taiacelsus,"  which  raises  my  wonder  the 
more  I  read  it.  Sat  with  the  children,  narrating  stories  to  them. 
Looked  over  two  plays  which  it  was  not  possible  (o  read,  hardly 
asltricd.  They  are  utter  trash, and  it  Is  re  nl"y  trying  to  one's 
patience  to  lose  so  much  lime  over  such  worthless,  hopeless  sfulf; 
I  cannot  longeT  afford  the  time.  Jiead  some  si  ones  in  '  Strafford,' 
which  restore  one  to  the  world  of  sense  and  feeling  once  again. 
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March  1D(A.— In  talking  after  breakfast,  fell  into  the  discussion 
of  the  propriety  of  removing  or  rtjiniifniiia;  in  this  house.  The  ne- 
cessity of  settling  this  important  quest  .ion  induced  inc.  to  investigate, 
in  my  best  abilily,  the  |u-ijluiljlo  expenses  of  each  course:  whether 
to  let,  Ibis  house  at  a  low  rent,  so  as  lo  insure  iis  occupation,  and 
live  in  London,  or  to  take  a  furnished  house  for  the  winter  months 
and  retain  this  as  a  summer  residence? 

I  dare  not  risk  my  diiljivn's  health  by  limiting  their  exercise  in 
a  close  house  in  J.otuhiu  m;T'.t  bein;:  habituated  to  the  freedom  and 
pure  air  of  the  gni-ikn  and  fields.  If  we  went,  to  town  I  must  have 
a  house  with  some  ground  about  it,  and  being  obliged  to  see  some 
company,  it  could  not  be  a  very  cheap  one.  I  should  be  uncom- 
fortable, uneasy,  if!  wore  obliged  lo  shut,  up  my  children  in  town. 
liesides  these  scruples.,  the  nueertainty  of  ray  destiny,  viz.,  whether 
I  may  or  may  not  be  cny-ii^eil  in.  London  l.be  next,  or  the  following 
winter,  whether  in  another  year  or  two  I  may  not  (as  is  very  pro- 
bable) be  forced  to  go  to  America,  makes  me  hesitate  in  venturing 
on  the  expense  of  another  lease. 

1  compute  my  present  expenses  attendant  upon  my  mode  of 
residence  thus: 


If  I  should  take  a  furnished  house  in  town,  let  my  land  hero, 

dispose  of   my  animals,  dispense  with    an   outdoor  servant,  my 
expenses  would  stand  thus : 

Rent 9B 

Extra  eipcnse 30 

Carriafra,  foods 10 

of  self 5 


If  I  should  let  this  place  at  a  low  rent,  and  take  a  house 
on  lease,  independent  of  my  responsibilities,  I  calculate  my 
expenses  at  : 

£      5. 
Rent,  house  in  town 130     0 

K«ii(!ue  of  J-Jistree  rent 43  15 


Usi'snso  of  removal  and  in 


If  we  sailed  for  America  in  three  years,  the  expense  of  removal, 
&c,  would,  divided  atnone;  uur  year  of  residence,  exceed  £100 per 
annum.  I  have  therefore  decided  on  what,  appears  to  mc  the 
safest  and,  under  the  circumstances,  the  cheapest  plan,  viz.,  to 
take  a  moderate  house  in   town  for  the  winter  months,  let  our 
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land,  Ac,  here,  and  endeavour  to  circumscribe  our  outgoings.  If 
wo  can  reduce  our  expenditure  in  this  place,  as  I  hope,  we  shall 
do  well,  and  even  if  it  does  not:  exceed  our  present  disbursement, 
I  shall  economise  mj  time  greatly,  and  be  much  more  with  my 
family. 

The  day  flew  by  in  talking  over,  calculating,  and  musing  on  this 
Important  and  harassing  subject.  Road  '  Stralt'onTin  the  evening, 
which  I  fear  is  too  historical :  it  is  the  policy  of  the  man,  and  its 
consequence  upon  him— not  the  heart,  temper,  feelings,  that  work 
on  this,  policy,  which  browning  h;^  portrayed  and  bow  admirably ! 
Read  prayers  to  the  family.  Asa  in  took  up  calculations,  and  went 
through  every  item  of  last  year's  expenditure,  classing  the  par- 
ticulars, in  order  to  see  where  the  great  waste  might  be — which 
employment  kept  me  up  till  1  o'clock. 

Lonritm,  MniTJi.  ti-HW. — '  Othello.'  bent  private  box,  with  a  hasty 
note,  to  Miss  Martincau. 

A  youth  called  to  know  if  I  taught  elocution,  and  on  my  infor- 
mation he  went  off  very  alemplly.  .Dow  called,  and  did  not  remain 
very  long.  "Used  the  little  time  left  mo  by  those  ill -limed  visitors 
in  reading  part  of  Othello— for  which  I  was  totally  unprepared. 
Went  to  the  theatre  and  resolved  t.o  do  my  best:  my  reception 
encouraged  me,  and  1  made  I  ho  best:  T  could  of  my  raw  and  un- 
certain notion.  I  spoke  the  address  to  the  Senate  particularly 
well  ;  thought  of  an  improvement  in  its  conclusion,  and  also 
another  in  cashiering  Cassio.  I  made  the  best  effort  in  my  power 
under  the  circumstances,  but  it,  was  a  crude,  unpolished  per- 
formance; the  audience  persisted  in  culling  forme,  and  I  went  on 
at  last. 

March  30//i.--iirowster  called. so  late  to  cut  my  hair  and  try 
King  Tiiehard's  coiffure,  that  1  was  obliged  to  send  an  excuse  for 
my  want  of  punctually  to  ~Sh-.  Osbaldiston. 

I  went  to  the  theatre  soon  sifter  wards,  and  read  lo  Mr.  Osbal- 
diston the  play  of  '  Strafford  ;'  ho  caught  at  it  with  avidity, 
agreed  to  produce  it  without  delay  on  his  paid,  and  to  give  the 
author  £12  per  night  for  twenty-live  nigiiis.  and  £10  per  night  for 
ten  nights  beyond.  lie  also  promised  to  oiler  Mr.  Elton  an 
i.ngagi  meat,  to  st  n  ngihen  I  lie  play. 

April  Al.k.-  -drowning  called  in  with  alterations,  &c. ;  sat  and 
talked  whilst  I  dined.  A  young  gentleman  came-  in,  who  spoke 
with  a  foreign  accent,  and,  on  speaking  to  him  in  French,  he 
replied  in  the  same  language,  telling  me  he  was  a  Greek — that  he 
was  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  (ho  drama,  and  such  an  admirer  of 
mine,  that  ho  called  to  request  my  autograph  in  his  album.  I 
introduced  Browning  to  him  as  a  great  tragic  poet,  and  he  added 
his  name.  The  youth  told  us  that:  ho  was  selling  off  for  Athens 
directly.     Tie  was  an  interesting,  lively  person. 

April  lBlli.-  -In  thinking  this  morning  upon  my  own  advancement 
in  public  opinion,  and  its  many  disadvaniages  and  impediments, 
tho    truth    passed    convincingly   on   my  mind,  that  no  labour  is 
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thrown  away;  patience  —  flint-  great  virtue,  Hint  true  philosophy, 
that  alleviation  of  all  toil  and  care  — and  industry  are  sure  of  their 
reward:  it  is  the  impatience  of  obscurity,  I  lie  immature  anxiety  for 
reward  and  distinction,  that  makes  empirics. 

April  W.h. — Thinking  long  on  the  necessity  of  continual  study 
and  practice  to  give  linlsli  to  my  re  pre  sent  at  ions.  Shakespeare'"1; 
characters  are  living,  historical  portraits  of  minds,  the  acliona 
arc  merely  results  of  llie  individual  dispositions  ;  in  other  authors 
it  is  by  actions  that  some  phase  of  mind  is  attempted  to  be  made 
conspicuous. 

April  'l\ft—  Came  to  town  by  lini  nit,  reading  Catullus,  and  an 
elegy  of  Tibtilhis.  it  is  vexatious  to  be  obliged  to  turn  away  from 
so  many  of  the  poems  of  the  former  writer,  who  expresses  with 
blendcdhoavjinoss  and  oli-ganeo  thoughts  ami  feelings  with  which 
all  time  will  sympathise. 

April  2(tth.— Sold  our  Alderney  cow  for  £12. 
.Acted  lUachetliiu  inatiy  parts  extremely  well  tn  an  auilienee  who 
appeared  eollcctod  purposely  to  see  me  in  the  part.      Much  of  it 
I  really  did  well ;   deportment,  countenance,  energy,  and  reality 
were  all  called  for,  and  most  (-iit.lmsiii.si  ieally  received. 

April  '21th.—  (hive  the  evening  to  the  perusal  and  study  oi 
1  Strafford.' 

April  2S>!:.— Thought  over  some  scenes  of  '  Strafford  '  before  I 
rose,  and  went  out  very  seen  to  Hie  rehearsal  of  it.  There  is  no 
chance  in  my  opinion  for  the  play  but  in  the  acting,  which  by 
possibility  might,  cam-  it  to  the  end  without  disapprobation;  but 
that  the  curtain  can  fall  without  considerable  opposition,  I  cannot 
venture  to  anticipate  under  the  most  advantageous  circumstances. 
In  all  the  historical  plays  of  Shakespeare. the  invent  poet  has  only 
introduced  such  events  a.s  act  on  the  individuals  concerned,  and  of 
which  they  are  themselves  a  pari..;  the  persons  are  all  hi  direct 
relation  to  each  other,  and  the  facts  are  present  to  the-  audience, 
But  in  Browning's  play  we  have  a  long  scene  of  passion— upon 
what?  A  plan  destroyed,  by  whom  or  for  what  wo  know  not, 
and  a  parliament  dissolved,  which  merely  seems  to  inconvenienco 
Strafford  in  his  arrangements. 

April  2i!th. — ih-ewsler  called  with  my  wig  for  Strafford. 
Ay-ear  ago  I  was  hurried  into  the  intemperate  and  frenzied  act; 
of  striking  yh:  I'min.     My  suiter  in  gs  from  compunction  have  been 
very  great,  not  perhaps  more  than  my  folly  lias  deserved  ;  but  I 

fray  to  God  that-  T  may  never  again  so  far  forges t  what  is  duo  to 
lis' laws,  to  myself,  and  to  society. 
M'<y  lsf. — Called  at  lies  box-oliice  about  Hie  boxes  and  places  for 
which  I  had  been  applied  to.  Rehearsed  Strafford.  Was  gratified 
with  the  extreme  delight:  firowjiing  testitied  at  t!.e  rehearsal  of  my 
part,  which  ho  said  was  to  him  a  full  recompense  for  having  written 
the  play,  inasmuch  as  he  bad  .seen  his  utmost  hopes  of  character 
perfectly  embodied. 
Read  "Stratford  in  bed,  mid  acted  it  as  well  as  I  could  under  the 
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nervous  sensations  that  I  experienced.  TidwarJ  and  J  Ten  ry  Bui  we  r, 
Fitzgerald,  Taltburd,  Forster,  Di'W,  Browning  (who  brought  Ilia 
father  to  shake  hands  with  me)  ami  .T>vl::ii  fame  into  my  room. 

EMetf,  Mt:y  <if!t. — Was  happy  to  walk  in  the  garden  once  again, 
to  fed  tic  soil  frcrhiKss  ol"  the  air,  find  listen  to  the  music  of  the 
birds  around  me.  Looked  at  my  accounts,  and  entered  some 
arrears  of  record.  "Walked  out  wiih  the  dear  children,  Nina  and 
Willie,  round  hy  Stanmore  Common  ;  was  rather  tired,  which 
'      cry  strong.     The  country  and  every  object  in  it 


jiradshaw  and   Knight,  the  first,  wishing  me  to  read  a  play  of  h 
called  'Cromwell'  ("Vac  lenity,  sweet  chuck"),  the  other  wanting 
nic  to  revive  'The  Tempest.' 

Mtiyllh.— A  letter  from  liansom  acknowledging  .£118  7s.  3(7.,  the 
proceeds  of  my  benefit. 

London,  Muy  ]H('i. — Acted  Posthumus  in  a  mesh  discreditable 
manner,  undigested,  unstudied,  uh,  it  was  most  culpable  to 
hazard  so  my  reputation !  I  was  ashamed  of  myself;  I  trust  1 
shall  never  so  commit  myself  again.  The  aueiience  applauded,  but 
they  knew  notwlial  they  did  ;  tliey  called  fur  me  with  MissFuuoit. 
I  refused  to  go  on,  until  i  found  it  necessary  t  n  p'o  in  order  to 
hand  on  the  lady.  They  then  called  lor  Mr.  Elton,  and  he  went 
on. 

Muy  20!Ii.— AVebstcr  told  me  he  had  taken  the  Hay-market,  and 
proposed  an  engagement  to  ine,  settling  to  call  on  me  ill  the 
morning. 

May  2I«f,— Mr.  "Webster  and  I  talked  over  the  engagement  lie 
had  spoken  of  last  night.  I  dissuaded  him  iVem  it  in  the  strongest 
manner,  fearing  its  success,  and  more  titan  half  wishing  not  to  go. 
1  asked  high  terms,  which  iie  tried  in  vain  to  make  me  moderate. 
Went  to  dine  with  lhtlwer,  with  whom  1  met  Fonblanquo, 
Auldjo,  Count  D'Orsay,  Fred  Reynolds,  Mill,  and  Trelawney,  and 
some  other  persons.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  day.  His  house  is 
fitted  up  ill  the  best,  taste,  and  he  is  well  learned  in  the  savoir 
vivrt.  From  thence  I  went  to  Sirs.  Leicester  Stanhope's,  where  I 
saw  a  crowd,  and  remained  but  a  short  time. 

May  2Zrd.— Webster  came  into  my  room,  and  after  a  long  con- 
rcrsaiinn  upon  the  bargain,  it  was  concluded.  For  two  months  at 
the  Kaymarket  Theatre,  £20  per  night,  at  three  nights  per  week, 
the  first  fortnight ;  to  return  elO  per  night,  the  third  week  if  'Tho 
Bridal'  be  produced,  for  which  I  am  to  receive  £12  jier  night 
additional;  during  its  run  to  throw  in  an  additional  night  per 
week,  or,  if  it  fails,  to  he  liable  to  be  called  on  lor  a  fourth 
night,  extra  work  at  £K>  per  night.     Acted  Posthumus. 

Mi'i/  2HW. — Left  dear  home  in  the  carriage  a  little  alter  si*,  and 
reached  Lady  Jiiessiitgien's  about  a  quarter  before  eight.  Found 
there  Fonblanque,  Lulwer,  Trelawney,  T'roctei',  Auldjo,  Forster. 
Lord   Canterbury,    Fred  Reynolds,  and   Mr.  and    Mrs.  Fairlie, 
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Kenny,  a  young  Manners  Sutton,  Count  li'Orsay,  and  some 
unknown.  I  passed  an  agreeable  day,  bad  a  long  and  interesting 
conversation  in  the  dnuving-rocm  (what  an  elegant  and  splendid 
room  it  is!)  with  11'Orsuy  on  pictures. 

J-;tx/r<'e,Jii:ielnl.~r\\'o\i  out.  Catherine  and  the  children  in  the 
carriage.  Drove  to  Pinner  Wood,  and  went  through  the  ground, 
looking  again  at  scenes  where  I  spent  some  very  happy  hours,  and 
where  the  quiet  of  its  beauty  enabled  me  to  hear  the  voice  within 
that  warned  nic  to  subline  my  restless  passions,  and  strive  to 
improve  my  mind  and  heart.  I  have  striven,  hut,  God  knows,  not 
as  I  should  have  done.  Still  His  mercy  has  been  over  me,  and 
humbly  do  I  pray  for  its  continuance,  and  that  of  His  divine 
bounty. 

June  Zi-d. — A.  person,  calling  himself  Mr.  MYmfoagle,  of  good 
property,  wished  to  know  what,  1  should  require  for  instructing 
him  so  completely  as  to  bring  him  not  exactly  up  to  my  own 
degree  of  talent,  but.  very  neav  it,  I  fold  him  T  would  pay  very 
willingly  to  be  taught,  if  aay  cue  eouid  teach.  I  civilly  dismissed 
him,  after  enduring-  the  here  for  some  time. 

Acted  Othello  pretty  well —  unequally,  but  some  parts,  in  tlio 
third  act  particularly,  forcibly.  "Was  called  for  at  the  end  of  the 
play  and  well  received.  Thus  ended  my  Covcnt  Garden  engage- 
ment, which,  thank  God.  has  been  proi  liable  and  agreeable  to  me. 
(itn.L  be  praisodl 

Ehhei,  June,  ij'/i. — ('ailed  on  Hiss  JIartineau — on  the  arrival  of 
the  carriage  drove  her  home,  Talking  the  whole  way.  After  dinner 
heard  the  dear  children's  prayers,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
walk  round  the  garden,  talked  away  the  whole  evening.  The  only 
subject  on  which  I  did  not  cordially  agree  with  this  fine-minded 
woman,  and  on  which  I  do  not  clearly  understand  her,  is  her 
advocacy  of  the  restoration  of  the  rights  of  women.  I  do  not  see 
what  she  would  have  in  point  of  political  power,  nor  for  what. 

London,  Jane  lit/,. — Received  a  list  of  Charles  Ivemble'.s  ward- 
robe, to  be  sold  on  Thursday.  Cast  the  tragedy  of  the  '  Bridal.' 
Acted  Jon  at  (be  1  fny market. 

June  15th.— tailed  on  MYs.  Reynolds,  and  went  with  her  to  look 
at  a  house,  North  Crescent,  Alfred  'Place,  which  was  very  cheap, 
but  also  very  nasty.  Chatted  with  l/rederick.  Called  on  Bourne 
and  went  with  him  to  look  at  houses  in  Tavistock  Square  and 
Gordon  Square.  Returned,  lunched  with  him.  Looked  again  at 
Gordon  Square.  Called  on  Jonathan  L'irch,  and  then  went  to  the 
agents  and  took  the,  house. 

June  llitii. — Acted  Othello  in  some  respects  very  well,  but  want 
much  attention  to  it  stilt.  I  was  culled  for,  and  after  long  delay 
went  forward.  Forster  came  into  my  room  with  a  gentleman, 
whom  ho  introduced  as  1  lichens,  alias  IJox — T  was  glad  to  see  him. 

June  17th.— Called  on  Mr.  Robertson  and  spoke  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  his  note  to  me  on  the  subject  of  entering  into  the 
management  of  Co  vent  Garden  Theatre;  premising  that  I  would 
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not  venture  any  part  of  my  Hit  If:  property,  nor  make  any  venture 
beyond  that  of'  my  own  talent.  He  was  to  lay  Mr.  Osbaldiston's 
refusal  to  continue  in  tlirs  management  lif-foro  the  proprietors,  to 
sound  them  upon  the  reopen  im:  of  tin:  theatre,  and  give  me  notice 
of  their  views. 

Called   on    Pearsall   and   Jordan   about   the    house   in    Gordon 

Square;    found   they   had     a   letter   from    Mr.  A ,  and  alter 

showing-  me  another  house  they  read  it  to  me.  It  was  very 
impertinent,  talking  of  "a"  !Wr.  Maeready,  &c.  I  told  them  I 
would  not  take  a  house  from  l.iiu  if  he  would  srive  it  me  cost  free. 
Went  to  the  Garrick  Club,  where  I  lunched,  and  then  went  into 
committee,  where,  I  was  obliged  to  sit,  in  the  chair.  Drove  up  to 
No.  8  Kent  Terrace,  whero  1  saw  t.ho  hor.se  and  lady  of  the  house, 
and  agreed  with  her  to  tnke  it.,  and  take  possession  on  Wednesday. 
Called  on  Hates,  Welbrek  Street,  and  eone'uded  the  bargain. 

June  19(h. — Went  to  rehearsal,  having  previously  looked  at  the 
newspaper  for  the  Kind's  health. 

Went  to  theatre;  when  half  dressed,  a  person  passed  my  door 
saying  the  King  "  was  off."  Upon  inquiry  T  heard  that  notices  of 
the  event,  his  death,  had  been  tixed  up  at  tlie  oflices  of  the  Courier 
and  Observer,  and  it  was  said  that  it.  had  been  up  at  the  Mansion 
House  more  than  two  hours  since.  The  state  of  suspense  in  which 
I  was  kept  to  the  very  moment  of  the  beginning  of  the  play  so 
agitated  me  that  when  I  went  on  the  stage-  T  was  weaker  than  1 
often  am  when  I  finish  a  character.  I  laboured  through  Richard, 
but  it  was  labour,  and  most:  ire-ifeetual.     1  was  very  bad,  very  bad. 

June  2lst. — "Went  in  a  cab  to  8  Kent  Terrace,  where  I  met  my 
dear  Catherine. 

June  22»'.l. — Galled  on  Robertson,  and  learned  from  him  that  the 
proprietors,  with  whom  ho  had  spoken,  were  very  favourable  to 
the  plan,  as  far  as  they  could  see  into  it,  of  my  conducting  the 
theatre.  Stated  to  him  my  views  that  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  proprietors  should  be  the  very  first  appropriated  portion  of  the 
receipts ;  that  an  aiklii  iotinl  sum  should  lie  on  the  contingent  loot- 
ing of  the  performers'  salaries,  and  that  Use  remainder  should  be 
taken  from  the  surplus,  if  any  ;  urged  the  indispensable  necessity  of 
the  renovation  of  the  theatre  wardrobe  and  scenery.  Deputed 
Bartley  to  get  a-  statement  of  the  highest  average  weekly  expenses 
of  the  theatre  last  season,  its  salary-list,  Are.  Learned  that  at 
the  last  year's  rent  the  nightly  expense  was  £154,  under  which 
the  theatre  could  not,  be  valued.  This  star; led  me,  and  made  me 
pause. 

June  23rd. — Went  in  a  cab  io  elnioibors,  where  T  busied  myself  in 
the  melancholy  labour  of  still  further  dismantling  them.  My  long 
acquaintance  with  them — lour  or  live  years — has  given  me  a  sort 
of  attachment  to  them  ;  many  sorrows  and  many  joys  have  conse- 
crated them  to  a  kindly  remembrance,  and  I  part  from  them  with 
regret,  as  I  always  do  with  what  has  become  familiarised  to  me. 
Packed  and  arranged  various  matters.    Disposed  of  the  rickety 
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furniture  which  I  had  bought  from  Sir.  Brougham,  my  predecessor, 
to  a,  broker  for  £2  10s.  1  should  have  taken  anything  lie  otlered  in 
order  to  rid  mys(:Ii  of  iao  incumbrance  of  those  things. 

J'imc  2G(/i. — Acted  "iTt-Ui  til  ins  in  'The  Uridyl,'  which  I  had  altered, 
With  some  scenes  by  Knowlcs,  from  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's 
1  Maid's  Tragedy. '  The  play  went  with  considerable  applause.  I 
did  not  please  myself  in.  the  acting  of  .Uclantius.  which  was  a 
crude  uniinishod  performance,  I'eing  called  for,  I  led  on  Miss 
Huddart  Wallace  and  Brydone,  Browning,  l'orster,  and  Dickens 
came  Into  my  room. 

June  21th. — Wrote  a  note  of  excuse  to  Procter,  and,  having 
entered  yesterday's  record,  went  out.  On  my  way  to  Covent 
Garden  met  Keimey,  with  whom  I  had  a  few  mom  cuts'  chat  before 
entering  an  omnibus,  into  which  31:\  Hall'o  got,  and  claimed  and 
established  an  acquaintance  with  inc.  Called  at  I'ivcringh ant's,  and 
thence  to  the  (Javrirk  Cidi,  where  1  looked  at  the  newspapers,  and 
found  them  all  in  the  highest  tone  of  praise  upon  our  play  of  last 
night,  ascribing  all  the  merit  of  the  alteration  to  Mr.  Knowlcs. 

I  called  at  Robertson's,  wiih  whom  T.  found  Hartley.  "We  en- 
tered into  conversation  on  very  many  particular  points.  Mr. 
Bartley  suggested  a  fund  wherewith  to  pay  authors,  to  wdiich  I 
objected,  deciding  upon  paying  them  on  my  own  nightly  plan, 
which  he  acknowledged  better.  Explained  to  Robertson  my 
complete  views  as  to  the  proprietors,  viz.,  to  take  my  chance  of 
payment  for  my  acting  talent,  with  (he  chance  of  £7000  rent  to 
them;  out  of  a  surplus  of  .L180'j  to  take  CJSiji.),  and  any  surplus 
that  might,  be  over  that  sum. 

June.  28JL-  -Went  to  the  "Haymarkc!:  Theatre,  where  I  saw 
Webster,  who  appeared  in  the  highest  hope  about  'The  Bridal.' 
I  trust  it  may  be  fully  realised.  Heaven  grant  it.!  Amen.  He 
proposed  to  publish  the  play  in  his  edition. 

Jaw  'IWi.— Went  to  Covent  Garden.  In  my  interview  with 
Robertson  and  Bartley,  it  was  mentioned  by  R.  that  the  pro- 
prietors seemed  to  object  to  the  total  outlay,  and  thought  that 
I  ought  to  incur  part  of  the  risk.  To  this  T  instantly  observed, 
that  1  did  not  covet  the  office;  that  in  risking  my  name,  time, 
peace  of  mind,  salary  as  performer,  balance  of  loss  and  increased 
expenses,  I  did  more  than  enough;  and  that  T  adhered  to  what 
I  started  with,  viz.,  that  I  would  not  lay  out  one  single  shilling 
nor  risk  one  farthing  beyond  a  night's  expenses.  I  gave  my 
reasons  for  this,  winch  were  considerednot.  only  fair  but  liberal  both 
by  11.  and  B.  They  were  both  very  sanguine  as  to  the  experiment, 
and  I  remained  doubtful,  but  holding  to  what  seemed  to  mo  duty, 
but  only  on  the  condition  that  I  could  make  tip  a  satisfactory 
company.  Pari  ley  demanded,  on  my  question,  .LiO  for  his  labour 
as  acting-manager.  1o  which  r  assented,  adding  M3  per  week  to 
that  Bum  for  additional  labour,  and  reducing  his  actor's  salary 
to  £12.  I  left  Robertson  very  anxious  to  place  me  in  the  theatre, 
but  very  indifferent  about  the  result  myself. 
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JimePiOfA.  ■  Thought  to  give-  an  hour  or  less  to  the  dear  children's 
lessons,  but  found  thoin  .so  backward,  ami  tins  system  upon  which 
they  have  been  proceeding  so  loose  and  incllieueious,  that  I  gave 
up  my  moniin.ir  fo  them,  and  Usui  that,  1  must  devote  more  of  my 
personal  attention  to  their  improvement. 

July  ith. — Declaration  of  tlio  Independence  of  the  TInited 
States  of  Anient,';!;  an  anniversary  in  wliinh  my  heart  rejoices, 
as  sympathi.-m;.'  with  the  aiijutovs  of  Ihe  rights  of  man,  wherever 
they  are  to  he  found. 

"Went  to  the  theatre.  I  scarcely  know  how  I  acted  Melanlins, 
which  is  an  evidence  that  I  did  not  do  it  very  well ;  I  did  not 
phase  myself  in  it. 

Knowtes  came  into  myrootn.  Impressed  h'ms'df  "Teatly  pleased 
with  the  play;  said  that  he  had  had  the  intention  of  writing  to 
the  newspapers  lo  disclaim  the  credit  they  hud  ^iven  as  to  the 
adaptation  of  the  play  ;  that  he  had  tried  it,  and  could  not  manago 
it  at  all.  He  was  however  deterred  front  this  step  by  the  ap- 
prehension that  it  might  seem  putting  himself  unnecessarily 
forward.  I  told  him,  if  1  published  it,  that  I  should  then  state 
the  exact  amount  of  credit  due  to  him  for  the  scenes  he  had  written. 

Dow  came  into  my  roam,  Webster  al-o,  T  went:  into  his  room, 
anil  discussed  the  purchase  of  the  copv*i^ht  of '  The  Bridal ;'  ho 
offered  £30,  and  I  told  him  lie  mi-lit  have  it  for  £20. 

J'dii  CM.- — My  whole  day  was  occupied  with  what  I  supposed 
would,  have  been  an  hour's  employment,  Ihe  revision  anil  pre- 
paration for  the  press  of  my  iUS.  of  '  The  Uritlal.'  *  I  had  only 
eonipb.Ti;d  three  acts,  when  obliged  to  £t'i  to  the  theatre. 

My  health,  thank  Cod,  has  been  much  better  to-day.  At  the 
theatre  I  received  a  note  from  h'obei'lsun,  appointing  a  meeting 
to-morrow  at  ten,  to  mention  to  nie  a  proposed  deviation  from  my 
offer  by  the  proprietors  of  Covent.  garden  Theatre;  also  a  note 
from  the  Literary  Fund.  Acted  iUelantitis  pretty  welt;  was 
called  for  and  went  on,  not  taking  Miss  lluildart,  with  me.  1  did 
not  see  the  necessity  of  making  it  a  necessary  conseo,uenco.  Was 
very  warmly  received. 

July  1th. — Wrote  a  note  in   answer  to  Mrs.  Buller,   accepting 

*  The  iiL-tiBir-1'"]1)"  >■■'  'The  I'ri  lid.'  a  u-ji^.-.-iy  in  le,  e  act...  ;l:3;i jj t e.I  fur  ie[ivc- 
sentatiiill  (wiih,thi\!i'  "i  L;~)li:il  steae;.  nntien  !■;."  fjif  ■rla'an  Kanwles,  Esq.)  from 
the  '  Miiiit's  Tra^e.ly  '  ''■''  l'".'autiiiial  : -- 3 1 = L  I'l ■  ■  1  ■  .■  i i ■  ■  i .  us  |n  rl'maae.i  at  the  Theatre 
llovfll  Haynuirket.  w.iK  ;nii.li-iirl  in  \VuK-=U:r's  '.Vliii';  .National  Drams'  hy 
Chapman  and  Hall  in  1837.  It  has  a  preface  hy  Maeieaily,  in  which  he  state? 
that  the  adaptarian  was  orqiareJ  sii  yuars  previna-iy,  airi  that,  the  sut";osi.uni 
at'  ailapliiiT  the  iilj  |>iiiy  i»  iltifl  lo  the  tiua  iitsts  »i'  .Mi.  Shell.  The  play  was 
presented  to  Driiry  l.aae  Theatie  in  18:11,  a..a:.'!pt,aJ,  hat.  uitiulrawn  from  per- 
[bnnaaee  bv  Maercady. 

It  was  first  pcri'Mancl  tl niin i;  "Maerea.ily's  en.ri^einent  at  Dublin  in  1831. 
Again  afreet  to  I).;  peri'win,.-!  »•  Ih-aev  Lane  in  1  S;.-,,  }Aii  the  agreement  was 
ant  fn!fillii.I  by  the  thenles.a-e  (Mr.'JiiiJin).  l'l^ln,'.;  1  at  Haymarket  by  Mr. 
Wei>.at.f,  iliith'.lnae,  1HI17. — Kl>. 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


420  Maeveady's  Diaries.  1837. 

invitation,  and  revised  the  lust  act.  of  The  Bridal'  before  I  went 
out.  Proceeded  to  Kobcrteon.  He  laid  before  mo  the  modification 
of  what  was  termed  my  proposal,  which  amounted  to  the  addition 
of  £720,  the  dost,  as  they  calculated,  of  their  outlay  in  repairs, 
&c.,  to  the  ground-rent,  &c,  to  tie  paid  in  nightly  instalments  out 
of  the  first  receipts,  and  a  retention  of  two  private  boxes.  I  gave 
no  direct  answer,  but  not  seeing  any  strong  cause  of  objection, 
talked  over  with  liobortson  and  Baillcy  sundry  measures  to  be 
pursued  in  the  event  of  my  undertaking  ilie  conduct  of  the  theatre. 
Called  on  II.  Smith,  and  consulted  wiih  him  on  the  proposed  plan; 
he  thought  it  advisable  to  make  the  effort,  observing  that,  as 
in  everything,  there  was  risk:  there  was  not.  more  here  than  in 
ordinary  circumstances.  Began  to  think  about  the  preface  to 
'  The  Bridal' 

July  8th. — "Went  down  to  Co  vent.  0  anion,  and  at.  liobertson's  met 
Bartley  ;  told  him  of  my  objections  to  the  proprietors'  plan,  and  of 
my  emendations,  which  he  thought,  very  fair,  and  not.  likely  to  meet 
with  opposition.  Sent  him  to  Willrnott.  the  iJrury  Dane  prompter, 
to  sound  him,  and,  if  he  found  him  well  disposed,  to  open  to  him 
confidentially  my  wish  to  engage  him.  Whilst  he  was  gone  I 
made  out  the  draft  of  ft  letier  to  Robertson,  and  upon  the  cal- 
culations I  made  gave  fci  my  amended  proposal,  which  I  think 
most  fair.  Hartley  retui  aim",  related  to  me  his  conversation  with 
Willmott,  who  expressed  himself  delighted  on  hearing  that  I  had 
undertaken  the  conduct  of  1he  theatre,  and  then,  having  imparted 
to  him  as  much  as  was  necessary,  he  desired  to  call  on  me.  In  a 
little  time  lie  came,   a.nd   at,   first  seemed  in  high   spirits  at  the 

f  respects  before  him,  which  subsided  as  he  gained  time  to  reflect. 
offered  him  .l'i,  under  the  idea  that  he  had  MC> :  but  ho  ad- 
mitted that  ho  hud  only  £5,  on  which  I.  counselled  him  to  offer 
himself  for  £4— a  very  unpalatable  proposition.  He  then  made 
out  that  he  had  more  (ban  LTi  by  the  length  of  lime  it  was  paid, 
and  I  made  it  £1  li)s.  for  thirty-six  weeks  :  still  lie  demurred,  and 
wished  till  Monday  to  consider  of  it.  This  I  resisted,  and  he  then 
stood  out  for  an  hour's  deliberation.  I  yielded,  and  whilst  he  was 
absent,  Bartley  went  in  search  of  Miss  Taylor,  wdio  was  out  of 
town.  I  wrote  my  letter  to  Robertson.  J.'artley  returned,  and 
afterwards  Willmott.  agro>.  in:;1  to  terms  which  ho  had  written  down, 
asking  for  orders,  which  I  refused,  and  an.iinder- prompter,  which  I 
conceded.  Eartley  left  me.  I  wrote  to  Viindenhoff,  and  to  Miss 
Faucit.  Read  the  papers;  a  delightful  critique  on  'Bridal'  in 
John  Bull. 

.July  Oil,— Regan  the  preface  to  fhe  publication  of  '  The  Bridal,' 
with  which  I  was  occupied  the  whole  day.  excepting  when  taken 
from  niy  work  by  the  visits  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  3, aim  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Procter.  I  find  it  impossible  to  satisfy  myself  with  the  work 
I  have  engaged  myself  upon.  Disuse  has  quite  unfitted  me  for 
composition,  wiio  at.  the  best,  was  never  enl  illed  to  any  praise  for  it. 
My  situation  suggests  to  mo  the  prayer  of  the  Cavalier  Boldier 
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before  one  of  the  battles  in  the  great  struggle,  ami  I  feel  with  it: 
"O  Lord,  Thou  knowest  I  have  much  to  do  this  day  ;  if  in  my 
labour  I  forgot  Thee,  do  not,  Thou  forgot:  mo,  0  God!" 

July  11th. — Set  to  work  early  at  the  preface,  and  continued  it 
till  Hartley  ealle;i  ;  lie  had  liilb;  additional  communication  to  make. 
I  mentioned  to  liim  the  thought  of  writing  to  the  Drnry  Lane 
Committee  in  order  to  discover  whoi.hor  tin;  1  lien  ire  would  be  let 
or  no,  which  he  approved.  Received  a  very  kind  letter  from 
Uourne,  with  a  cheque  of  Lilid  for  our  cow. 

T'jnivied  the  preface,  and  called  on  Wallace  with  it,  who  approved 
of  parts.  I  left  it  with  him  for  revision,  lie  dissented  from  the 
plan  of  writing  to  the  'IJrury  Lane  Commit  b-e,  and!  inconsequence 
abandoned  the  thought.  Wrote  to  Miss  Faucit,  offering  her  £15 
per  week. 

Went  to  dine  with  Mrs.  Bnller,  where  I  met  C.  Bullcr.  Thackeray 
came  in  the  evening,  Dickens,  John  3J  ill,  Marl  ineau,Hawes,  Stanley, 
Miss  Mart  mean.  Miss  Austin.  Walked  with  Dickens  to  Garrick 
Club,  whore  we  met.  i'orster.     Took  a  cab  home. 

July  nth.— Letter  from  Mr.  Yandenhoff,  demanding  £21  per 
week.  Went  to  Coven t.  Garden,  where,  after  being  introduced  to 
Lowndes,  I  talked  over  the  matter  with  Robertson  and  Bart  ley, 
Robertson  told  me  that  1ho  proprietors  assented  to  my  emenda- 
tions of  the  agreement.  Hartley  showed  two  very  cenliding  and 
cordial  letters  from  Mr.  Meadows  and  Miss  Taylor.  I  produced 
VandeuhofFs,  and  showed  the  impolicy,  tbe  imprudence,  of  at- 
tempting to  do  without  him— they  admitted  it.  I  stated  that, 
unless  the  subscription  to  the  plan  was  unanimous,  I  would  not  go 
on  with  it  ;  they  assented  to  tin.;  reasonableness  of  my  views.  I 
instructed  Hartley  to  get  up  a  meeting  of  the  actors,  and  obtain 
from,  them  either  a  set.  of  resolution;;  declaratory  of  I  heir  confidence 
in  me,  and  their  agreement  to  make  a  reason  a  hie  reduction  of  their 
claims,  or  the  refusal  to  give  it. 

JnhjlWi.— Mr.  Pope  came  into  the  buck  parlour,  where  I  was 
sleeping,  and  told  mo  that  my  dearest  Catherine  was  well  — 
delivered  of  a  fine  little  girl." 

I  raise  my  heart  to  God  Almighty  in  humble  and  fervent 
prayer  and  thanksgiving,  acknowledging  with  grateful  thanks 
His  great  bounties,  ami  imploring  His  merciful  protection  for 
this  my  darling  new-born  babe,  and  all  the  rest  of  my  precious 
family. 

Hooked  at  my  watch,  and  fcitnd  the  time  about  half-past  four. 
1  was  dreadfully  fatigued.  At  breakfast  Messrs.  Hartley  and 
Meadows  called  to  explain  Their  objection  to  the  meeting.  They 
settled  to  call  on  the  dillere.ittactoi's.  T  do  not  itnticipate  that  it 
will  ripen  to  anything,  and  am  indifferent  about  it — preferring 
exemption  from  it. 

Went  with  the  children  in   the  carriage  to  Fdsirce,  calling  on 

Wallace  by  the  way.     The  country  about  Elsi.reo,  and  its  delicious 

*  Harriet  Joanna,  died  "1: 5th  November,  1840. 
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quiet,  made  me  think  with  regret  of  my  prospect,  of  teeing  so  lit  (In 
of  it.  Gathered  flowers  and  i'riiit.  Corrected  proof-sheet  of  first 
act  of '  The  Bridal' 

.Tiiiy  lith.— Received,  an  answer  from  Miss  Faneit,  expressing 
the  best  spirit  as  far  as  she  was  concerned.  Went  to  Covent 
Garden,  where  1  met  Bariley  and  liolii.--rtf.on,  and  heard  of  the  in- 
decisive answers  obtained  from  I  lie  finders  ,  sent  him  to  them,  and 
Dowton  to  get  some  positive  determination.  Mr.  Warde  gave  in 
his  adhesion  in  the  event  of  his  freedom  to  engage. 

FJadgate,  T.  Hill,  and  some  others  spoke  to  me  about 
"  having  taken  Covent  Carden  Theatre."  I  told  them  I  had  not 
taken  it. 

Mr.  Webster  wished  to  extend  my  engagement,  anil  gave  in  his 
adhesion  to  Covent  Harden  Theatre.. 

July  ]5Wi.— Corrected  the  proof-sheet  o!" '  The  Bridal,'  andafter- 
wards  went  to  Bohertson's.  L-'ouiid  Bartiey  and  lioliertson.  After 
hearing  of  Ghibilci,  mid  Williams'  a-seni. end  Miss  Homer's  refusal, 
decided  on  sending  .Hartley  to  Yanilenhotl'  at  ISirmingham  to  get 
his  answer  positively.  Meadows  came  in,  and  agreed  to  go  on 
Tuesday  (If  not  required)  to  Swansea,  alter  .Vliss  Shirreff. 

Acted  Melaniiiis  very  lairly.  Spoke  after  the  play  to  Mr,  Elton 
and  to  Mr.  Strickland  on  the  subject  of  Covent  Garden;  both 
seemed  strongly  ineiined  to  me.  and  Strickland  pledged  himself  if 
he  could  get  his  release  (Vein  Braham. 

July  lilili.— Set  to  work  at  the  correction  of  the  sheets  of  Bridal.' 
Marked  them  and  the  preface. 

("ailed  on  Wallace  to  speak  ahout  the  alterations  in  the  preface. 
Tried  the  working  of  ihe  company  by  casting  several  plays. 
Bincd  with  .).  I'feid.     Walked  home. 

July  17th. — Went  down  to  Covent  Garden  Theatre.  Saw  Mr. 
Meadows,  who  gave  in  the  assent  of  Mr.  Biibloar  to  serve  on  re- 
duced terms;  sent  for  Will  mot  t  a  nd  spoke  to  him  ahout  other  persons. 
Mr.  KIton  gave  in  his  adlicsiim  to  Covent  Garden,  Iteceived  a  note 
from  Bartiey,  informing  me  that  Vandenhoff  was  positively  en- 
gaged with  Mr.  Wallace,  ami  was  to  sail  for  the  United  States 
August  1st. 

July  l&'ti.— Set  my  dear  children  copies,  lining  dissatisfied  with 
the  unmeaning  words  which  were  given  them  to  write,  when  the 
occasion  might  afford  matter  fur  them  to  profil.  by.  Met  Bartiey 
at  h'oliertson's,  and  learned  from  him  the  result  of  his  interview 
with  Mr.  Vandenhoff.  He  caught  Mr.  Vandenhoff  on  his  arrival 
from  Liverpool  and  told  him  of  his  errand;  Mr.  Vandenhoff  in- 
formed him  of  his  positive  engagement  at  New  York,  but  wished 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  his  message.  Whet) 
told,  he  remained  silent  a  very  lung  while,  and  nt  length  broke  out 
into  very  ardent  expressions  of  praise  on  what  he  termed  my  "noble 
conduct,"  adding  that,  had  he  been  free,  he  would  mosl  irhidly  have 
gone  with  the  plan,  Mrs.  Meadows  brought  news  of  Mr.  Bower's 
cordial  adhesion  to  the  plan,  and  received  instructions  tomeetnieto- 
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morrow  prepared  for  Ins  journey  to  Swansea.     Told  I'attley  that 

1  should  decline  proceeding  on  the  former  plan,  having  lost  Mr. 
Yandcnhoff  and  Miss  Humor  :  lint  that,  not  to  desert  llio  cause  of 
actors  and  proprietors,  1  would  consent  to  pay  I-JO  per  night  rent 
for  ISO  nights,  paying  -myself  a  sakiry  ol"  W)  per  week,  and  divide 
any  surplus  at  the  rate  of  throe-fifths  to  tin-  proprietors,  two-fifllis 
to  myself,  till  the  remainder  of  £Sfc!0()  should  he  paid  to  them, 
He  very  much  approved  it,  and  wrote  as  much  to  ifobinson. 

July  IWi. — Despatched  Mr.  Meadows  to  Miss  SlicrrilV  at 
Swansea,  with  instructions  to  him  how  far  to  go. 

Acted  Yfelantlus  not  well.  The  occupation  of"  my  mind  in  other 
matters  is  already  beginning  to  display  its  eifeet  on  my  acting,and 
I  must  he  most  careful  to  guard  against  its  encroachment  on  my 
labours  for  improvement;  T  was  not  good  lo-nigbt..  Spoke  to  Mrs. 
Ilnmby,  and  secured  for  her  £,(;  10.-.  per  week. 

Ji'ly  'IQlh. — Went  out  to  take  a  hasty  a]  a  hoc  at  the  Exhibition, 
with  wllich  I  was  very  much  gratified.  \Vhat  a  mimiiicent.  palron 
1  should  have  been  hud  T  been  horn  with,  or  hail  T  acquired,  a 
large  superfluity  !  Went  on  to  Co  vent,  Gardi.n,  whore  Bart  ley  was 
waiting  for  me. 

July  201.1'. —Mr.  T,  Yiniug  culled,  and,  after  a  long  conversation, 
consented  to  take  .C!)  li'n.  we  concluded  on  Ids  engagement;  inihe 
meantime  I.  settled  with  '!'.  Mathews  lor  j1:;,  and  afterwards  called 
on  Mrs,  Glover,  and  agreed  with  her  fur  £!)  .ii.k  Wrote  to  Kcnticy. 
offering  him  the  ofiiee  of  Header  at  .£■'!  per  week.  Examined  and 
calculated  the  expenses  of  the  theatre,  and  went  into  its  details, 
up  to  a  iato  hour. 

Jv-hj  21s;. — Wont  to  Onvent  Garden  Theatre,  where  I  discussed 
mncli  business  with  Robertson  and  Bartley:  actors,  musical 
department,  arrangement,  of  lobbies,  &c.  Mr.  Diddear  called 
talking  wilh  him  aiiuiit.  business,  I.  sent  him  away  quite  satisfied. 
Saw  Mr.  Marshall,  painter  to  the  theaire,  leader  of  orchestra,  and 
Robertson  ;  they  pice  their  hearty  promise  to  do  their  best  to  meet 
the  plan  of  the  new  arrangement. 

Mr.  Robertson  acquainted  tne  with  an  offer  of  a  Mr.  Downe,  of 
the  York  Circuit,  of  ihuOtl  for  the  first  year,  and  £G000  for  the 
second,  adding  that  the  f'oveitt  Garden  proprietors  would  not 
listen  to  it.  Spoke  about  bills,  musical  department,  alteration 
of  boxes,  excluding  women  of  the  town  from  tiie  two  lowest,  tiers. 
Acted  Melantius  pretty  well.  Received  a  crowd  of  letters  from 
various  persons,  applying  lor  engagements  at  Covent  Garden, 

July  Tlnd. — Tetters  from  Wight.wick  about  Mr.  Phelps,  and 
from  Meadows,  informing  jne  of  Miss  Sherriff's  assent,  to  £18  per 
week.  My  mind  is  quite  made  up  to  enter  upon  the  direction  of 
Covent  Garden  Theatre,  and  I  fervently  and  wiih  humility  invoke 
the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  my  efforts  and  labours.  Sent 
a  note  to  Miss  Mart  moan,  informing  her  of  her  box  for  Monday, 
inclosing  her  a  hook  of  the  '  ISrida.l,'  and  mentioning  our  purpose  of 
naming  our  lit  1  Jo  babe  after  her. 
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"Went  to  Coven  t  Garden  Theatre,  paw  Messrs.  Robertson  and 
Bartley,  and  learned  from  the  latter  Unit  Mr.  Warile  was  very  ill, 
but  steady  to  his  promise  of  coming  lo  Oovcnt  Garden,  if  not 
in  his  own  theatre.  Told  Robertson  that  I  would  take  t.be  theatre 
—read  my  letter  to  Mr.  Osb  slid  is  ton,  but  would  not  seal  it  to  him 
with  the  theatre  seal.  i-aw  and  on  pi  god  llrs.  Clilford  and  Miss 
E.  Phillips. 

Svii-'tuy,  July  2?,r/l— Hose  rather  early  and  considerably  tired,  to 
go  post  toPenn,  where  List  on  lives.  On  my  way  I  arranged  ininy 
own  mind  the  business  of  'Hamlet,'  scenery, "&c.  Arriving  at 
Penn,  I  drove  up  to  Listen's  house,  and  found  that**  had  gone  to 
church;  I  was  glad  of  the  opportunity,  and,  going  in,  was  shown 
into  a  pew.  The  sen-ice  was  most,  rcspeetablv  performed,  the 
church  very  dean  and  neat. 

I  was  pleased  and  interested,  smd  happy  in  the  opportunity  of 
imploring  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  .  uterprise  I  have  in  hand. 
After  service  T  looked  about  tin:  churchyard  for  Listen,  whom  I 
had  observed  very  gravely  attending  to  his  duty  in  church,  and 
when  I  approached  bini  bis  surprise  was  extreme.  I  walked  homo 
with  him,  and  saw  Mrs.  L.  and  another  lady  ;  talked  for  somo 
time,  lunched,  and  walked  out  with  List  on  to  look  at  Taylor's  house 
and  see  something  of  the  country,  which  is  proHw  liut.  not  com- 
parable to  the  neighbourhood  of  fClslree.  We  talked  of  many 
tilings,  obieily  theatrical  and  f  asked  him  to  come  to  Co  vent  Garden. 
Ho  said  that,  be  never  niiein.h  d  to  act  u::ain.  I  did  not  urge  him 
but  as  we  talked  on,  I  told  him  wo  should  not  differ  on  terms,  and* 
that  I  should  be  happy  to  see  him,  and  would  make  him  as  com- 
fortable as  I  could.  I  got.  a  frequent  repetition  of  tin;  promise  from 
him  that,  if  he  sicied  anywhere,  it.  should  lie  wtUi  mo,  and  J  thou -lit 
I  perceived  a  disposition  in  him  to  yield,  which  I  thought  it  better 
not  to  press.  Met  Taylors,  declined  tlmir  invitations'  to  dinner, 
and  left  them  on  Lis  ton's  premises.  Returned  to  'Hamlet.' 
.Readied  home  by  half-past  five. 

July  'Zitk. — Went  into  the  theatre  to  take  possession  of  it 
invoking  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  my  undertaking! 
Talked  with  Marshall,  who  seemed  to  enter  into  all  my  plans 
respecting  scenery,  &c.  Mr.  Eodwell  cam.'  to  speak  to  me  about 
his  place  as  director  of  the  music,  which  he  had  accepted  on 
reduced  terms ;  he  left,  me  perfectly  satisfied. 

Jul//  2?>tk.--  Went  to  theatre,  where  I  found  Messrs.  Robert- 
son and  Bartley.  Mr.  Marshall,  tho  painter,  was  there,  and  we 
discussed  the  espouse  of  the  painting-room,  concluding  by  request- 
ing him  to  rc-consider  his  estimate,  and  see  me  to-morrow  Mr 
Rueksrone  called.  Mr.  Harris  called  and.  in  talking  over  the 
matter  of  the  theatre,  gave  some  very  available  hints.  I  sent 
.Bariley  to  speak  lo  liowton,  and  offer  him  £10  per  night,  without 
any  condition  as  io  number  of  nights. 

July  'ililh.—  Applied  myself  to  the  construction  of  tho  actors' 
articles  of  agreement.    Went  to  CovenC  Garden  Theatre,  saw  Mr. 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


1837.  Arrangements  with  Actcn.  42a 

Eartlcy,  spoke  to  Mr.  Marshall,  and  received  Lis  estimate-  of  the 
painting- r o om ;  went  into  the  Ihcatre,  and  talked  over  the  matter 
of  our  engagement  vviili  Mr.  Prirehard  ;  after  him  came  Mr.  and 
Miss  Land,  with  whom  I  finally  concluded. 

Went  over  a  calculation  of  the  week's  expenses  with  Eobertson, 
it  still  approaches  .QoO  per  night.  Came  home  and  lay  down 
after  dinner.  Acted  Me] an ti us  pretty  well,  A  great  number  of 
notes  and  letter;;;  among  them  was  one  from  Miss  Vandenhoff, 
very  civil,  one  from  Miss  Kelly ;  one,  an  application,  from  Miss 
J  lefts,  which  1  was  very  glad  to  receive. 

July  2  7  th.— Ai  is  we  red  Messrs.  Kennel.  I,  Montague,  and  Tilbury. 
Received  a  letter  in  very  kind  strain  from.  Oalcraft,  lamenting 
my  undertaking ;  his  lamentation  was  a  prophecy.  Called  on 
Wallace  to  ask  his  opinion  of  memorialising  the  Queen  for  her 
special  patronage,  and  the  liberty  to  assume  the  title  of  Her 
Majesty's  Company  of  Performers.  He  thought  if  obtained  it 
would  he  of  great  service,  and  assented  to  the  propositi  to  get  an 
Introduclion  to  Lord  Durham,  and  ask  his  interest.  I  called  on 
Miss  Kelly,  who  wished  me  to  hear  seine  pupils  of  kers.  Went 
on,  in  my  day's  cab,  to  Oovcnt  tiardon  Theatre,  saw  Mr.  Bartley, 
and  received  many  letters. 

Mr.  Webster  called  at  the  theatre.  Mr.  Land,  Payne,  Paulo. 
Letter  of  application  from  T.  Cooke. 

Mr.  Elton  called,  lie  ashed  me  if  I  had  resolved  on  his  engage- 
ment. I  told  him  that,  "Certainly,  everything  had  been  settled 
between  us."  He  said  "  Oh,  no ;  I  did  not  understand  that,"  &c, 
denying  on  engagement  that  was  most  explicitly  and  clearly 
formed.  I  struck  his  name  out  of  my  list,  but  another  engage- 
ment, made  in  consequence  of  his,  of  ,i!l  ids.  per  week,  is  thus 
uselessly  saddled  on  me. 

Called  on  Forstcr,  and  then  went  on  to  Lady  P.lesshigton's,  saw 
her,  and  was  just  on  the  point  of  opening  my  message  to  her  when 
Lord  Durham  was  announced,  f  was  Introduced,  and  in  a  short 
time  mentioned  my  desire  to  see  him,  ami  to  ask  his  opinion  on  the 
Queen's  acquiescence  in  my  wish,  lie  thought  she  would  not  and 
ought  not  lo  give  a  preference  to  one  theatre,  hut  that  the  title  of 
Her  Majesty's  Servants  he  (bought  she  ought  to  give,  and  would 
say  a  word  or  two  to  the  olliciul  persons  to  induce  her. 

July  2Wh— Walked  to  Oxford  Street,  took  cab  homo.  The 
cabman  insisted  on  two  shillings,  which  1  resisted;  and  on  his 
persisting,  I  made  him  drive  me  to  the  police  office,  where  a 
deposit  was  made  for  the  measurement,  of  She  ground.  I  walked 
home.  Acted  Melantius  pretty  well.  Mucaulay  came  into  my 
room;  quite  glad  to  see  him,  but  pained  and  rather  shocked  to 
hear  him  declare  himself  a  Conservative. 

July  'Milt. — Made  out  the  articles  of  agreement  for  performers, 
and  looked  over  the  table  of  forfeits,  inclosed  first  in  note  to 
liobertson,  second  to  Hartley.  Wrote  to  Wight  wick.  Sat  a  short 
time  with  dear  Catherine,  who  was  not  well,     Settled  my  accounts. 
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Willmott  called,   find  told  me  of  his  determination  to  leave  the 
1'nglish  opera-house  ;  spoke  to  him  about  l»;tlltt.  itc. 

Gave  some  time  am!  thought  Io  the  arrangement  of  my  company, 
after  receiving  a  letter  I'min  Air.  .Kiton  recant  hoy  what  he  had  said, 
and  wishing  to  withdraw  his  refusal  to  accept  a.  reduced  salary. 

■I'a-iii  31st.- -Saw  Hartley  and  liobertsnn,  and  transacted  business 
with  both  of  them.  Sent  Hartley  to  Miss  lietls,  end  commissioned 
him  to  write  to  Mr.  .Phelps.  Mr.  Dowlon  called,  and  I  had  a  long 
and  fruitless  conversation  with  him,  arguing  the  point  of  salary, 
he  wishing  me  to  give  a  certainty,  and  I  declining  ;  and  so  we 
parted.  Letters  at  1  ionic  from  young  Kean  declining,  and  Kenney 
accepting.  Mr.  Elton  came  in,  and,  after  din laiming  any  desire 
to  lake  advantage  of  nie,  snirendcred  himself  entirely  into  my 
hands,  I  telling  him  that.  1  would  rate  him  at  £10  10s. 

Awmtf  li't.— Went  to  CWcnt  Garden  Theatre,  where  I  saw 
Messrs.  Hartley  and  Willmott ;  with  the  latter  I  made  arrange- 
ments about  ballet,  Sec. 

Went  to  the  police  olrlee,  where  T  found  T  was  east  in  costs  of  8s., 
which  I  very  cheer  fully  paid,  1houe.li  I  can  scarcely  yet  believe 
myself  wrong.  Returned  io  Coven t  Garden.  Saw  Mr.  David 
Fisher,  and  heard  him  rehearse  Othello's  apology;  gave  him 
advice,  and  courteously  parted  with  him.  Saw  J!i\  Giubilei,  who 
is  under  the  apprehension  that,  he  is  held  by  law  to  Drivry  Lane. 
Spoke  to  Bedford,  who  also  wishes  to  rome  to  Co  vent  Garden 
Theatre.  Went  on  to  Bank,  and  received  dividends.  Returned 
home.  Forster  called,  who  had  previously  scut  u  splendid  proof, 
beautifully  framed,  of  Laudseer's  'Bolton  Abbey,' a  very  elegant 
and  costly  present. 

Ati^uM  Hi-'!.-  -Went  to  rehearsal ;  the  play  over  I  proceeded  to 
Covent  Garden,  where  I  saw  Hartley,  and  heard  his  communica- 
tions. 

Saw  Messrs.  Band,  Willmott,  Marshall,  Sloman,  &c.  Returning 
home  I  called  at.  No.  8  York  Terrace,  and  liked  it  so  much  that  I 
decided  on  taking  it.  lor  the  winter,  if  T.  could  have  it  at  my  own 

Aw i  it  si  bih.— Messrs.  ItooliC  ami  Haines  camelry  appointment, 
and  discussed  the  curtailment  and  the  casting  of  the  opera. 
Bookc  did  not  seem  to  like  the  idea  of  The  suggested  a.mputations. 
We  camo  to  the  subject  of  price,  and  after  some  demur  I  sent 
the  authors  out.  of  the  room  to  arrange  the  matter;  they  returned, 
nnd  Mr.  Itooke  was  left  Io  settle  it  villi  me.  ITo  asked  me.  £20 
per  night  for  ten  nights,  £15  for  ten  more,  and  £5  over  after.  I 
observed  that,  tin's  was  too  hard  on  me.  V  offered  £10  per  night 
for  ten  nights,  £15  for  ten  nights,  and  .£10  for  fifteen  nights,  and 
to  pay  £100  down.  (£100  to  be  secured.)  This  Mi-.  Rooko 
accepted,  and  we  signed  agreement.  T  paid  him  a  cheque  for  £100 
and  took  his  receipt.  Mrs.  Glover  came  and  held  a  parley,  then 
signed  her  agreement.  Messrs.  lfumby,  Uuddart,  and  Taylor 
did  the  same  ;  Meadows,  Webster,  &c,  also. 
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August  Gth. —  Looked  over  'Bcpyir's  Hush'  with  a  view  to 
alteration ;  abandoned  it.  Looked  at  '  Haithful  Shepherdess  ;' 
gave  it  up. 

.Av./piai,  1th. — Went  to  Iheafre,  and  joined  Slessrs.  Hartley  and 
Willmott.  Learned  that  my  purchase  ei"  Mr.  liooke's  opera  had 
Tiroduccd  a  good  effect  among  the  musical  people.  Letters  from 
Mr.  Anderson  accepting  my  offer. 

Messrs.  Payne,  Smith,  Hendor,  f ollett,  Worrull,  Nanvers, 
Strotton,  &c,  called  aud  signed  ilieir  articles. 

Went  over  tlie  box-lobby,  &c.,  with  Robertson  and  Hartley; 
suggested  the  construction  of  a  private  lobby  to  the  first  circle, 
and  the  removal  of  ibe  slatuos  from  (lie  closed  saloon  to  the 
entrance  ball,  to  which  Robertson  agreed. 

Aiiijvd  Bi'/i. — Went  with  Kobcrtson  over  pit-passages,  also  pro- 
posed that  proprietors  should  aliuw  me  consideration  tor  my  new 
lobby,  if  found  to  succeed.  Hoberlson  agreed  lo  it.  Went  with 
Hohorfson  over  fenns  of  lease,  which  were  all  satisfactory.  Me 
introduced  me  to  Mr.  Gwilt,  whom  1  liked. 

Aiumd  \0tf>—  Sir.  Tiiluiry  called, ami  after  some  little  conference 
with  JMr.  Hartley  signed  his  agreement. 

Aii'/vst  ll!/'. — Weni  io  C'ovent  Garden  Theatre. 

Hartley  came  from  the-  Chamberlain's  office  to  say  that  an 
appointment  would  be  made  IW  me  with  the  Lord  Chamberlain  on 
Wednesday.  Spoke  with  Hradwell  and  It  obert  son  about  entrance- 
liall,  lobby,  and  saloon,  and  decided  on  further  improvements; 
agreed  to  Hradwcll's  estimate. 

Acted  Mclantms  for  ibe  last,  time  al  the  7  lay  marl;  of,  in  my  very 
best  manner.  I  was  very  much  applauded,  and  "  hotly  called  for  " 
by  the  audience  ;  when  1  went  forward  J  was  most  cordially  re- 
ceived. Thus  ended  my  first  llaymarkct  engagement,  and  devoutly 
and  fervently  do  1  return  fhanks  to  God  Almighty  for  this  among 
the  many  mercies  His  goodness  has  von  eh  sated  me. 

At/tfitst.  Villi. — Sir.  M'addox  called,  and  1  signed  wifh  him,  ex- 
changing an  agreement  for  the  furnished  house,  8  1'ork  Gate,  for 
seven  months,  from  September  21st. 

My  prize,  Girl's  Head  by  Gainsborough,  came  home, 

A (*r/?fM (  l'ith—  The  idea  of  an  afterpiece  founded  on  'Zadig' 
occurred  to  mo,  but  1  soon  came  lo  the  conviction  that  none  of 
our  playwrights  could  use  the  materials  it  affords. 

Aviiv.si-  1-ii.h. —  Hose  early  to  go  !iy  coach  to  Southampton;  tlio 
coach  was  overfilled  -three  women,  myself,  and  a  squalling,  irettui 
child.  The  day  was  so  oppressive  that  the  stew  reminded  me  of 
some  of  our  American  journeys,  or  even  of  some  days  in  the 
vctturas  of  Italy.  I  read  with  attention,  in  reference  to  per- 
formance, the ''Winter's  Tale,'  and,  after  having  reflected  on  it, 
went  through  '  Measure  for  Measure,'  so  that  my  day  was  not 
entirely  lost  to  me. 

On  my  arrival  in  this  very  pretty  town  I  wrote  a  note  to 
Mr.  Phelps,   and   after  dining  carried  it  with  mc  to  the   theatre. 
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Saw  the  play  of  the  'Iron  Cliost  ;*  ivliat  a  thing  it  is !  I  was 
disgusted  with  the  patches  of  sentiment  and  claptraps  upon 
national  privileges,  humanity,  and  all  the  other  virtues  in  which 
G.  Colman  was  so  rich — on  paper. 

I  left  my  note  for  him.  He  called  at  the  Dolphin,  and  I 
offered  him  either  the  salary  he  might  lake  from  Mr.  Webster,  or  to 
give  him  now  a  salary,  if  he  would  name  one,  that  I  could  meet. 
Ilf;  preferred  wailing  tin-  Mr.  Webster, and  we  Interchanged  agree- 
ments to  that  effect.     I  liked  Ms  lone  and  manner. 

August  16th.— Took  Bart  ley  in  carriage  to  Hyde  Park.  Called  on 
Lord  Conyngham  at  Dudley  House;  saw  some  good  pictures. 
Lord  0.  received  me  very  courleously,  and  entered  for  seemed  to  do 
so)  into  my  view?,  promised  to  presenl  my  memorial  to  the  Queen, 
and  to  say  all  he  could  lor  it.     1  left  him  much  pleased. 

Returned  to  Coveut  Garden  Theatre.  Occupied  the  whole 
morning.  Wrote  to  Phillips.  ,Sb:nod  articles  with  Diddcar,  Miss 
P.  Horton,  Wilson,  Mrs.  East.  Wrote  to  Mr.  Pritehard.  Dickens 
called  with  Mr.  ilullaii,  who  has  a  comic  opera  nearly  ready. 

August  19th.— Sent  Bartlcy  to  Lord  Chamberlain's  office  to 
inquire  form,  &c„  of  memorial.  Spoke  to  Marshall  about  scenes 
for  plays.  Saw  sketch  of  new  curtain,  cm-reeled  it,  and  approved. 
Went  with  Brad-.iell  over  saloon  and  lobbies,  hearing  remarks  and 
giving  directions.  Took  a  cab  and  called  on  "Wallace,  who  had 
linished  the  memorial.  We  went  over  it,  agreeing  on  one  or  two 
trilling  verbal  alterations,  and  1  copied  out  the  MS.  Returning, 
saw  Liar i ley  ;  spoke  to  Miss  lluddart  about  her  business. 

Wrote  my  memorial  to  the  Qufen.rcques:  higher  to  lot  me  call  the 
Oovenfc  Garden  players  "Her  Majesty :s  Company  of  Performers." 
Inclosed  it  in  a  note  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  sent  it. 

My  clothes  were  packed  up.  Went  in  a  chaise  to  Elstree, 
reading  Examiner  by  the  way.  i  looked  up  at.  the  beauty  of  the 
massive  foliage  of  the  trees,  and  the  sky  in  mild  glow  of  a  rich 
sunset,  and  was  surpiisi.d  to  think  how  little  I  looked  at  nature  now. 
Is  tins  good  lor  me  r1     T  tear  not, 

Ehtrte,  A.tt'jnd  2'Ut. — Looked  through  Byron's  '  Deformed  Trans- 
formed,' to  see  if  it  was  available  for  representation— No.  Gavo 
up  the  greater  part  of  the  day  to  the  perusal  and  arrangement  of 
Byron's  'Two  Foscari.'  I  think  it  looks  more  dramatic  than  I 
formerly  conceived  it.  Wrote  to  L'nowles,  recommending  as 
subjects  the  Sicilian  Vespers.  Agnes  Bernauer,  and  the  adaptation 
of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  '  Honest  Man's  Fortune.' 

Bead  the  'Two  Foscari'  to  Catherine  and  Letitia,  who  were 
much  affected  by  it. 

Au;p!Ht  'I'livL — Went  cautiously  through  Byron's  :  Two  Foscari,' 
which  I  cut  anil  prepared  lor  representation.  Began  the  re-ar- 
rangement of  Shakespeare's  '  Measure  for  Measure.'  In  the  course 
of  my  work  Jerrold  and  Forster  arrived ;  after  them  a  packet  of 
books  and  letters  from  Bariley,  and  notes  from  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain's office,  rotyuLL'hig  my  pre.-enee,  but  accepting  Hartley  as  my 
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representative.  I  wrote  to  him  to  go.  One  of  my  letters  is  from 
Birmingham,  addressed  to  W.  Mac  ready,  Esq.,  at  his  residence  in 
London.  Talked  wilh  Jerrold  after  dinner  on  Hie  piece  he  has  in 
cent  em  jib  lion,  one  scene  of  which  he  read  to  me. 

Auiji'A  '13rd,-  L'anley  came;  he  brought,  me  loiters,  news,  and 
a  message  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  In  answer  to  my  memorial, 
the  Queen  had  expressed  herself  much  Inlcreslcd  in  Covent  Garden  ; 
stated  that  she  had  great  respect  tor  Mr.  Macrcady  and  admira- 
tion for  his  talent ;  that  the  precise  object  of  his  request  required 
consideration,  but.  if  it  should  he  deemed  impracticable  to  concede, 
thatsho  trusted  other  means  might  be  found  of  rendering  assistance 
to  his  undertaking.  Talked  over  various  matters,  and  decided  on 
several.  After  dinner  arranged  the  first  fortnight's  business  and 
cast  the  plays. 

AwniM  1Ath.--  Talked  wl'h  Hartley  on  business,  and  gave  him 
several  memoranda  of  things  to  do.  lioa.d  over  the  pantomime, 
which  seemed  to  he  very  d  lull.  Hartley  leit  us,  and  I  took  a  walk  in 
■  the  garden  for  about  half-an-hour.  snatching  this  short  enjoyment 
of  the  sweetness  of  the  air.  Finished  the  e.n angement  of  the 
prompt-book  of  the  'Two  Foseari.' 

Auqv.'l  'lni.h.-  Shirk  fatigued,  and  indisposed  to  rise;  did  not 
leave  my  bed  until  10  o'clock,  and  was  occupied  the  whole  morning 
in  examining  and  sorting  my  wardrobe  for  my  intended  long 
residence   in   London,      Lcorlvod   a   parcel   from  the  undaunted 

Mr.  ,  who  will  not  be  denied ;  bo  sends  his  thrice- rejected 

play  as  a  present '.  liusied  in  pacidng-up  ;  enjoyed  for  a  short 
lime  the  beauty  of  the  day  and  the  Hght  of  niy  darling  family  ; 
sent  up  a  balloon,  a  very  pretty  toy.  which  delighted  them  very 
much :  it  was  a  sweet  holiday.  The  thought  of  the  length  of  time 
and  the  vicissitudes  that  may  occur  before  I  again  re-greet  this 
happy  home  and  the  dear  country  gave  double  zest  to  every 
delighted  sensation  that  T  derived  from  the  air,  the  leaves,  my 
family,  and  the  freedom  about  me.  finished  my  paekmg-up,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  wilh  my  dear  family. 

I.uiidon,  A.'ijii:s!,  2.\jth. — Left  my  dear,  my  blessed  home,  its  quiet 
and  its  joys,  to  enter  vi  a.  task  for  which  nature  and  taste  have 
di.-ii;al:;iod  line 

Thought  on  business  as  I  journeyed  to  London,  occasionally 
interrupted  by  less  useful  suggestions.  Proceeded  to  Covent 
Garden  Theatre,  reaching  it  a  little  before  11  o'clock.  Eeceived 
several  letters.    Paw  t'uitley  and  Wjllmott. 

Saw  and  talked  on  business  with  Mr.  Hammond.  Signed  with 
Mr.  Pritehard.  Spoke  to  Mr.  Tlottomloy  about  coals.  Settled 
many  matters  about:  the  theatre  with  liradwtll  gallery,  pit,  boxes, 
and  stage.     Wrote  answers  to  several  letters. 

Talked  with  Mr.  Egerton  "Wohbo  about  his  burlesque  opera, 
and  settled  to  make  an  appointment  with  him  to  hear  it.  tried  over. 
Saw  Calcraft  and  talked  with  him.  Forster  spoke  with  Serlo 
about  his  projected  melodrama. 
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l.i,mhn  l«  Ih-ihUil,  Annual  27/h. — Pose  early,  and  wrote  to  "Hartley 
whilst,  wailing  fin-  my  breakfast  ;  proceeded  to  coach-office  and 
set  off  for  Bristol.  The  first  stugo  was  given  to  musing  on  my  past 
life,  tho  dream  that  it  has  In1  on.  I.ho  perfect  realisation  of  all  that 
philosophy  or  put  try  says  of  this  mui  i'mjj*—  lite—  and  turned  to 
si.ieciihu.ion  on  the  future  ;  made  up  my  mind  to  hear  with  equani- 
mity the  lot  that  Providence  assigns  me,  and  to  do  my  best  to 
improve  it.  Head  over  'Macbeth,'  interrupted  occasionally  by  two 
of  my  fellow-passengers,  ene  a  Frenchman,  and  his  opposite  neigh- 
bour, a  Colonel  Ilankey,  who  spoke  French  very  fluently,  and 
talked  incessantly  till  bin  departure  between  Heading  and  Newbury. 
Head  over  more  than  onto  the  Duke  in  'Measure  for  Measure,' 
which  I  resolved  to  exert  myself  upon,  as  well  as  upon  Fosoari. 
Now  igid  then  joined  in  the  conversation  with  the  talkers.  After 
we  quitcd  Marlborough,  where  the  old  woman,  our  fourth  party, 
left  us,  I  fell  into  conversation  with  Monsieur,  but  found  my 
French  very  rusty  ;  we  talked  on  various  subjects,  and  at  last  the 
theatre  was  menl  ioned  by  him,  and  shortly  after  my  name.  I  told 
him  that  I  was  the  person  lie  was  speaking  of— his  surprise  and 
pleasure  were  extreme.  His  enthusiasm  broke-  forth,  and  he  told 
me  that  ho  had  seen  me  in  Paris,  and  of  his  delight  and  rapture  at 
the  performance  of  Virginias,  and  of  tho  opinion  of  all  Paris  on 
my  performance.  Our  conversation  lasted  very  long ;  he  re- 
quested me  to  write  my  name  and  that  of  Wordsworth,  whom  I 
mentioned  to  him  as  our  great  philosophic-  poet,  in  his  memoran- 
dum book;  he  seemed  quite  delighted,  ami  made  me  again  lament 
that  the  destiny  which  made  me  a  player  had  not  made  me  a 
Trench  one.  After  lens  silence,  on  resuming  our  conversation,  he 
repeated  to  me  some  lines,  which  he  wrote  down  for  mo  when  wo 
reached  the  Whito  Lion,  Bristol: 

A  l'1  i.li. kit,  10  JUei'.r.nn. 

'I'ni.  float  le  tUuipoil  m*S  ;'..:;>:  do  tBITOUT, 

(Ju  101,1  la  in  [in  fiVi::iis.-iiits  iinni'kiit  V  ii'f'illi^  ; 

Fits  ilf  S!i:il;,i-|:,:;:o'i'.  ndiin  )    t'est  'kins  ton  nob'c  i:i8iu' 
Quo  lo  del  *  jetf  le  feu  da  ton  gJuie. 

I  showed  him  all  the  civilities  in  my  power,  and  requested  to 
see  him  in  London. 

lli-iu'dl,  AwjH'it  28,'/'.. — Acted  3Iaebclh  as  T  could  without  any 
support,  and  drawbacks  in  every  character  except  Macduff.  It  was 
really  moral  I  orturo.     1  scarcely  over  experienced  more  ilia  theatre. 

Avjiist  2Qth.—~ For  an  hour  before  1  rose  T  worked  at  the  words 
of  the  Duke  in  '  Measure  for  Measure,'  which  J.  liml  the  most  diffi- 
cult of  any  part  1  have  ever  laboured  at.  to  fasten  in  my  memory. 
Pursued  this  same  task  until  I  went  to  rehearsal,  and  there 'l 
continued  it.  Acted  Virginias  miserably  ;  it  was  painful  to  myself, 
and  could  have  been  satisfactory  to  no  one, 

Sent  for  tho  Moryainj  //cm/'/,  and  read  the  account  of  Mr.  Phelps' 
•  Dream  of  a  shadow.— Ed. 
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appearance,  which  seems  to  me  a  decided  success.  Tt  depressed 
my  spirits,  though  perhaps  if:  should  nut  do  so.  If  lie  is  greatly 
successful,  1  shall  reap  tbeproiiis;  il'  moderately,  lie  will  strengthen 
ray  company.  Hut  an  actor's  lame  and  hi.-  dependent  income  is  so 
precarious,  tliiit  wo  stmt-  at  every  shadow  of  an  actor.  It  is  an 
unhappy  life! 

Avmst  AOth. — If  I  had  a  sufficient  property  to  leave  each  of  my 
children  a  moderate  allowance  on  their  start,  into  life,  and  to  give 
them  educations,  I  would  certainly  never  act  again,  nor  ever 
concern  myself  about  a  theatre;  certainly,  I  think,  never  enter 
one— at  least  for  myself 

Wrote  to  Wallace  for  (he  preliminary  address,  which  I  cannot 
pretend  to  write  or  even  sketch.  Looked  over  some  plays. 
Studied  Duke.  Kevised  and  cut  two  acts  of 'To  Marry  or  Not,' 
which  T  think  will  act  well. 

A-wjwl  31st.— Eeceived  a  parcel  with  two  MSS.  and  a  letter 
from  Hartley.  I  have  grout  ditiieully  in  proceeding  tranquilly 
about  what  I  have  to  do.  I  am  for  rushing  at  once  into  it.  This 
is  not  the  way  to  succeed,  and  T  imi.4  cure  myself  of  it.  Went  lo 
rehearsal  and  pleased  myself  wit  ii  ihe  manner  in  which  I  rehearsed 
Othello.  Decided  on  '  Julius  Casar '  for  my  benefit ;  cast  it  and 
the  play  to  the  company. 

Acted  Othello,  as  1  thought,  very  well  at  the  beginning,  but  was 
destroyed  by  the  actors  its  I  proceeded. 

SrptoiilxrW. — Acted  YVorr.er  very  unequally  ;  could  have  played 
it  better  than  I  ever  in  my  life  did  :  and  did  perform  some  parts  in 
a  perfect  style,  hot;  was  cut  up  by  Ihe  dreadful  inaccuracy  of  the 
actors  in  others. 

Xt![itcmht:ri}i!i. — Went-  lo  rehearsal,  and  took  considerable  pains, 
really  using  the  occasion  as  a  study,  but  soon  became  so  fatigued 
that  it  was  painful  io  me  to  stand  up  so  long.  I  feel  heavily  the 
coming  on  of  years.  I  shall  be  an  old  man  (if  T  live)  at  an  early 
age — certainly  if  T  continue  on  the  stage. 

Went  to  the  theatre,  and  endeavoured  to  philosophise  on  the 
folly  of  yielding  to  passion:  schooling  myself  to  try  how  much 
better  I  should  be  in  every  way  if  I  could  care  nothing  for  those 
around  me,  but  merely  iking  attention  on  my  own  manner  of 
doing  things.  I  tried  to  do  so — not.  villi  entire  success,  but  I  must 
hope  to  improve.  Acted  Hamlet  in  my  very  best  possible  style  ; 
was  satisfied. 

[.Sc/.-tonk'i-  11th  to  22).'7.--i;iigagenieui  at  iiinningham.] 
Jilrmin^iinm.    Se/.trmla-     Vlih.— Acted    I  It  hello   indifferently.      T 
was  made  nervous  at  the  outset,  Find,  though  I  laboured,  I  could 
not  ludc  the  labour— it  was  a  had  performance. 

The  great  error  of  rny  performance  of  Othello  was  in  the  heavy, 
stately  tone  in  which  1  pitched  the  part,  instead  of  the  free,  bold, 
cheerful,  chivalrous  bearing  of  the  warrior,  the  happy  lover,  and 
the  high-born  man. 

Stpteaih'i'  '-'1st. — Letters  from   Hartley,   1'orster,   about   horses, 
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Knowles,  and  Dow.  Forster  tells  me  that  it  appears  cheapest,  and 
most  advisahle  to  drive  a  pair  of  horses  to  our  own  carriage.  No. 
I  really  want  a  means  of  moving  to  ami  from  the  theatre;  but  till 
I  see  that  I  may  afford  it  without  taking  one  week's  salary  from 
one  actor,  I  will  not  do  it ;  if  1  were  playing  on  my  last  year's  en- 
gagement T  would,  lint,  with  this  hai'.avd.  on  try  bauds— No. 

London,  September  30(/i,— When  I  am  actor  I  must  forget  that 
I  am  manager. 

Covent  Garden  Theatre  opens.  Before  coming  down  I  prayed 
from  my  heart  to  Almighty  God,  imploring  "is  in  troy  upon  me 
in  the  effort,  whieh  this  day  begins,  and  in  what  so  much  of  good 
or  evil  to  my  beloved  family  is  involved. 

Repeated  the  address  on  my  way,  and  entered  the  tlir.-ttf.ro  with 
an  invocation  of  God's  blessing  on  me.  Rehearsed  tho  play,*  and 
attended  to  the  various  claims  on  my  notice  :  reeetved  many  letters 
of  acknowledgment  lor  the  freedom  of  tho  theatre.  Took  every 
occasion  of  repeating  the  address. 

It  consumed  some  time  to  arrange  my  dresses,  &c.,  and  when 
this  was  done  I  lay  down  in  bed.  Repeatedly  went  over  my 
address,  and  also  read  over  the  first  scene  ofLeontcs.  Dressed, 
and  being  called  to  the  addivss,  went,  find  found  the  overture  only 
just  begun.  Much  agitated ;  tho  thought  ot'ihi:  li  obi  con-like  plunge 
I  was  about  to  make,  and  my  home,  came  upon  me  and  affected 
me  for  a  moment. 

When  I  went  on.  the  stage  the  enthusiasm  of  the  audience  was 
very  great ;  1  began  my  address  with  tolerable  composure,  but  in 
the  last  part  of  it  f  stopped — it  was  a  pause  of  about  half  a  minute, 
but  in  agony  id'. feeling  lunger  than  time-  can  measure;  I  recovered 
myself,  and  tripped  slightly  again  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
address. 

Acted  Leontes  artist-like,  but  not,  until  flio  la^l.  act,  very  effect- 
ively.    Was  called  on  to  give  out,  which  I  did. 

October  'liid. — I  acted  tho  greater  part  of  If  an  dot  in  my  best 
manner ;  and  the  play  was  put  beautifully  on  the  stage.  Tho 
audience  noticed  with  applause  several  of  llio  improvements. 

October  6th,-  -Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  arrived  at  a  little 
before  ten,  applied  to  business,  reading,  and  answering  letters. 
Rehearsed  'The  Bridal,'  and  took  much  pains  with  Mr.  Anderson. 
The  Messrs.  Diike  called,  and  went  over  the  affair  of  the  Alhenceum 
criticism,  speaking  with  great  candour  and  good-nature,  en 
deavout'ing  to  pn.llin.1o  the  false  statement  of  'The  Bridal,'  "  want 
of  attraction,"  and  coming  to  a  very  amiealdo,  agreeable  arrange- 
ment, as  settled  yesterday,  respecting  the  interchange  of  orders  for 

*  Covent  Garden  epnr.ii:]  under  lii:.trcady*3  management  with 'A  Winter's 
Tale' and  '  A  Roland  I'm-  aa  0',iier.'  Be.\^,  5s.,  jeecrid  pric::,  5a  ikl. ;  pit,  ids.  6d., 
second  price,  Is.  <!■■.'.:  lower  ;ra::'!iy,ls.  GJ.,  sc.o-aA  pi-i-e,  Is.  ;  upper  gallery,  Is., 
secuiit  price,  G<J  Second  price  at  tap  end  of  Hie  third  act  of  plavs,  and  t-tio 
second  of  operas.  Sta-o  director,  Mr.  Wiilmott;  musical  director,' Mr.  G.  Ii, 
Kiidweil;  acting  niro-... ;;!!!■,  J);1.  J>.--tley.— Ed. 
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advertisements.  Parted  very  e-ood  friends.  Superintended  the 
rehearsal  of  two  acts  of  the  '  Novice,'  which  occupied  mc  till  past 
four,  took  all  pains  with  it.  Had  promised  Miss  Taylor  a  new 
wig,  and  sent  for  i  irons  tor  to  measure  Iter  for  it,  which  lie  did. 
Roceivcd  a  note  from  i'araday  abjuring  his  claim,  to  knighthood, 
thanking  me  for  tin'  card  of  admission,  but.  vetunnng  it  on  account 
of  the  "Sir;"  answered  Mm,  and  sent  him  a  corrected  card.  Sent 
note  and  cards  of  admission  to  iUiboaii.  liis  wife,  and  friend.* 

Odobcr  10t/i.— Settled  the  east  of '  ( tthelto,'  with  31r.  Bartley  for 
the  Duke,  as  an  example  to  the  other  actors,  and  to  show  the 
public  that  there  would  be  no  impediments  to  the  best  possible  dis- 
position of  the  c!  en-actors  in  a  play.  Attended  a  night  rehearsal 
of '  The  Novice,'  in  which  ail  did  their  best. 

Odoly.r  lllh,-  -Wrote  to  Howes  about  the  French  dwarf  for  the 
pantomime;  to  Harvey  himself  (U  Nana).     First  night  of  '  The 

Od'ihcr  12th. — Searched  for  plays  arid  afterpieces.  At  12  o'clock 
went  out  to  call  on  Listen  at  Brompton;  saw  and  sat  with  him 
some  time.  He  said  he  should  never  act  sixain,  and  I  certainly 
think  he  never  will.  He  scorns  to  be  breaking  up.  1  left  him  with 
an  expression,  that  he  had  curie  blanche  from  rue.  .Return in;;  to 
the  theatre,  took  the  hook  of  'Tho  Novice,'  and  went  over  the 
play  with  the  actors,  cutting  their  parts  and  arranging  all  for  a 
rehearsal  to-morrow. 

Odobcr  V'f/i. — Very  much  dissatisfied  with  my  own  performance 
of  the  part  of  Othello,  very  much  indeed.  I  can  scarcely  tell  why 
I  was  so  heavy  and  cold,  except  that  the  fatigues  of  management 
are  beginning  to  toil  upon  my  aolin^.  The  Council  of  Forty  was  & 
scene  of  beautiful  effect,  one  of  the  most  real  tilings  lever  saw. 
Talfourd  and  Browning  came  into  my  room. 

Odolxr  IT.'.';. —  Si^-ni:ii  the  articles  of  .Messrs.  Bennett,  Leffler, and 
Anderson. 

October  19M— Saw  BarUey,  and  asked  him  his  opinion  of  our 
prospect;  he  said  that  he  lx  ^an  to  be  afraid  of  it,  I  told  him,  as 
I  afterwards  repeated  to  Mr.  Robertson,  that  it  was  necessary  the 
proprietors  should  he  prepared  to  meet  the  approaching  crisis, 
that  I  would  pay  to  the  aniouet  of  .iM.'.iOO,  restore  the  salary  I  had 
received,  and  work  it  on  for  the  actors  and  proprietors  as  long  as 
1.  could  without  any  remuneration.    Acted  Lord  Townlcy. 

October  21st.— "Kelioavsei.1  Werner,  and  gave  lioln.rtson  a  cheque 
for  £300  to  meet  the  week's  deliciei-cios,  i-aw  "F.Iion,  and  talked 
■with  him  on  business,  lla.viley  brought  me  some  casts  for  this  and 
next  week,  which  1  looked  at,  but  felt  some  etlbri  must  be  made. 

October  l'2flji--('ame  down  at.  1  i  o'clock  to  meet  liobertson,  and 
settle  my  amount  of  loss,  and  give  him  in  tho  full  amount  of  what 
I  could  still  permit  him  to  count  upon. 

*  Under    Jfarrcii'Iy's  miinri^eiiiwits    fren  :-iliui.-:k-:i;   wij-s:  sent  by  him  to 
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My  ^t'-.i-y  t.'i  tir  riturncd    ......     DO     0     0 

Leaving  in  at  Hansom's  :m  ;u':;ilnblc  surplus  of       .     ,    481     5     D 

October  2'ird  — Called  on  Sbinihdd.  taking  Letitia  and  Cathei-iiii? 
with  me  on  their  way  to  Shoolbred's.  Asked  Htanficki  to  paint 
me  a  diorama  for  the  pantomime.  He  almost  promised,  and  in  the 
kindest  manner.  He  is  a  fine  creature.  Went  to  tlieatre,  where 
of  course  business  awaited  me.     Signed  engagement  with  Mr.  Howe. 

Business  with  Robertson  and  Bartley,  who  went  down  on  a 
message  to  the  Vice- Chamberlain's  Oliiee.  and  brought  word  that 
the  Queen  would  come  to  the  theatre  in  November.  Agreed  with 
Mr.  Phelps. 

October  ■J.-lth.—  C  Duller  called,  and  played  with  mo  some  time. 
He  mentioned  his  disappointment  in  my  Othello  not  being  more 
tender,  a  criticism  that  I  will  not  forget.  Stalled  with  Mr.  Thclps 
to  do  Othello  in  November. 

October  25th.— Called  en  Stanfkld,  whom  I  found  what  he  is 
said  to  be,  and  must  be  thought  to  be,  the  very  spirit  of  kindly 
feeling.  He  assented  to  my  request,  and  promised  to  make  ail 
arrangements  with  me.  I  told  him  I  could  not  thank  him,  both 
for  the  act  itself,  and  its  in  oral  influence  on  the  undertaking  T 
have  in  hand.  I  went  to  the  tlieatre,  reading  J  ago  by  the  way. 
Attended  to  ImsiiHs*.  sau"  t?]on;;in  and  liradwell,  strike  about 
scenery  of '  The  Royal  Oak,'  and  looked  at,  the  same.  Spoke  with 
Mr.  Young  about  his  pantomime,  and  saw  some  models  of  his 
tricks.  Went  through  and  cut  and  arranged  I  he  w  hole  of  the  play 
of  'The  Royal  Oak.'  Acted  Mclantius  very  fairly — some  parts 
very  well.  Talfourd  came  into  my  room,  Sorle,  Ac.  My  council 
dissuaded  mo  from  playing  Ciiavlos,  about  which  I  had  some 
previous  misgivings.  I  found  I  had  too  much  in  my  head,  and 
deferred  it. 

Noi-amber  Kith.— Barf  ley  came  to  tell  me  that  the  Queen  had 
sent  to  command  me  Friday  night.     I  acted  Hamlet  pretty  well. 

November  1  a/A.- -Resolved  on  advertising  no  change  of  price  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Queen's  visit. 

J\uncmltr  ltif/i. — After   some    business   at    home,    went    to    the 
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theatre,  cutting  '  Marino  Faliero  '  by  the  way,  to  attend  to  more. 
Found  plenty  to  employ  me,  find  little  or  no  assistance  in  getting 
through  it.  Occupied  tho  whole  day.  Scene-room,  wardrobe, 
armoury,  property- room,  inspection  fivii-'smi  stage,  with  carpenter 
for  Stauiield's  diorama.  Orders  to  rcridgtmm  for  rei'reshments  to- 
morrow. Mr.  Martins,  Vice- Chamberlain,  called  to  say  that  the 
farce  commanded  was  the  lirsfc  net  oi" '  Fva  Diavolo,'  and  that  "all 
was  right"  about  tho  matter  lately  agitated. 

Contriving  with  Sloman  and  Marshall  ilie  effect  of  the  shadows 
in  the  waterfall,  which  at  last  we  made  out,  or  I  believe  I  made' 
out  to  them.  Robertson  called,  and  I  gave  him  the  order  for 
the  wine  for  to-morrow  night.  Went  over  the  whole  of  'Joan  of 
Arc'  and  cut  it  entirely,  besides  writing  several  notes.  A  hard 
day's  work. 

Jfovembsr  Ylth. — Went  to  the  theatre,  and  rehearsed  the  play  of 
'Werner,'  in  tho  hope  of  making  Mr.  G-.  Bennett  and  some  others 
u  litile  more  accurate.  .My  morning  was  engrossed  by  the  needful 
care  and  arrangements  for  the  evening,  preparing  for  the  Queen's 
reception,  the  reception  of  our  own  visitors,  Ac.,  my  dresses 
for  tho  night,  &c.  lieeeived  a  multitude  of  notes,  applications  for 
admission  behind  the  scenes,  which  I  was  obliged  t«  answer  as  I 

Martins,  tho  "V ice-Chamberlain,  was  most  careful  in  scrutinising 
all  particulars  OB  to  tho  Queen's  box,  rooms,  &c.  I  was  quite 
worn  out,  and  lay  down,  desiring  no  more  note.-;  to  be  given  mo  till 
tho  next  morning.  There  was  a  great  tumult  arising  from  the 
overcrowded  state  of  the  pit,  a  great  number  were  lifted  over  the 
boxes  in  a  fainting  and  exhausted  state.  Mr.  Hartley  had  leave 
from  tho  Queen  to  address  the  audience,  which  he  did,  tendering 
the  price  of  admission  to  those  who,  not  having  room,  might  wish 
to  return.  When  order  was  restored,  tho  play  proceeded.  I 
acted,  not  to  please  myself;  I  could  not  recover  my  self-possession. 
The  Queen  sent  to  say  she  expected  to  see  me  as  she  retired.  I 
dressed  myself  in  fid  I  dress,  and  went  with  Hartley  to  wait  on  her 
as  she  retired.  The  ladies  in  waiting  and  the  officers,  &a.,  passed 
through  the  room,  and  at  length  the  Queen— a  very  pretty  little 
girl — came.  Lord  Conyngham  told  her  who  I  was.  She  smiled 
and  bowed,  and  said:  "  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you.''  Pointed 
mc  out  to  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  and  bower]  repeatedly  to  me. 
I  went  home  with  Miss  Martineau  and  Catherine,  very,  very 
tired. 

Until?!!!/,  A'fji'r- He her  1.0;/),— -Looked  over  the  play  of  '  CoriolainiR  ;' 

having  found  that  I  cannot  produce  the  play  of  '  Marino  Faliero ' 
before  Christmas. 

Went  to  Tal fount's— aid  T'-iek.-ns,  Forsler,  Alnswort.h,  Keating, 
Hill,  &c.  Told  Dickens  of  darling  is'ina,  when  she  was  told  that 
the  Queen  had  spoken  to  me  on  Friday  night,  having  asked  me  if 
I  told  her  "to  be  kind  to  tho  poor."  The  dear  child!  Just 
reached  home  as  Lctitia  was  reading  prayers  to  the  servants. 
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Novwlcr  28lk. — Rehearsed  Luke,  and  afterwards  superintended 
'  Joan  of  Arc'  Settled  all  the  dresses.  Without  any  interval  of 
repose  for  mind  or  body.  began  lo  dross  for  Luke,  a  character  T 
have  not  read  over,  and  which  I  have,  comparing  what  I  have 
done  with  what  I  could  do,  completely  saeriiiced  to  my  mana- 
gerial interest*.  Acted  by  chance ;  the  character  made  some 
impression,  and  I  was  called  for  ;  but  undressed  im  mediatory,  in 
order  to  superintend  the  performance  of '  Joan  of  Arc.'  '  Joan  of 
Arc '  succeeded  entirely. 

'  December  2nd. — Went  to  theatre,  where  I  sat  for  some  timo 
revolving  the  hopeless  rendition  of  the  concern.  I  strove  to 
calm  my  gpiij t s,  and  devise  the  best  moans  of  meeting  and 
winding  up  The  losses  that  appear  hanging  over  me.  I  could  not 
rally,  my  heart  had  quite  sunk  within  me. 

Saw  the  new  opera,*  which,  silly  as  the  words  are,  and  over- 
weighted as  it.  Is  wiili  mii'ii-,  was  quite  successful.  Received  Tal- 
fourd's  fourth  edition  of '  Ion,'  with  a  preface  exhorting  people  to 
support  Covent  Garden. 

Ikrr.ttiher  'JL'i.—  -Went  to  the  theatre;  at  the  hoi  office  saw 
Robertson  and  .Hartley,  who  both  had  very  long  faces,  and  seemed 
intent  on  some  prophetic  in  nans  ;  but  1  only  put  on  a  more  cheer- 
ful face  when  Robertson  told  me,  despite  the  receipt,  of  the  week, 
which  has  not  boon  bad,  that,  lie  must  draw  upon  me. 

Dectml-:r  U'/'i.— At  the  theatre,  attended  to  business;  watched 
part  of  the  pantomime,  and  made  some  little  alterations  in  tho 
dialogue.  Received  Ilio  estimate  of  the  gas  alteration,  which, 
though  very  expensive,  I  ordered,  in  justice,  as  I  thought,  to 
Siii.uuVld  and  the  work  lie  is  engaged  on  for  me.  Saw  Stanfield, 
iliiil  tu'd  hii:i  I.  would  have  it,  mid  accordingly  ordered  it. 

December  ICtt.—  Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  attended  to 
business,  looking  out  for  plays,  Ac,  after  Christmas.  Had  the 
account  from  Robertson,  which  I  looked  over,  and  found  myself 
about  £2,200  lo  make  np,  to  bring  in  even  balance  ;  profit  therefore 
is  beyond  all  hope  ! 

ir'-.ii-.vloy,  DiKanber  lTf'..-  Read  over  '  Macbeth,'  in  which  I  find 
myself  much  abroad.  The  cares  of  management  arc  distracting 
me  from  ruminating  upon  my  art.  My  spirits  very  low,  and  my 
mind  occupied  with  pondering  nn  the  sacrifice  I  have  made,  and 
tho  false  step  I  have  taken  in  embarking  my  property  on  this 
desperate  enterprise.  Am  I  not  punished  enough  ?  liead  prayers 
to  the  family. 

htc.einJy.r  IK/.'i. — Mr.  Martins,  the  Yieo-Ohamberlain,  called  to 
report  to  me  the  Queen's  intention  of  visiting  the  theatre  this 
evening.  Sent  for  hartley,  liradwcll,  tve.,  arid  gave  directions  for 
her  reception.  Sent  letters  to  the  papers  informing  them  of  the 
circumstance.  Lay  down  in  bed,  and  tried  to  think  of  '  Macbeth,' 
hut  it  would  not  rest  in  my  mind. 

•  '  Amilip,  or  the  Love  Test.'- Ed. 
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Acted  Macbeth  tolerably  well,  particularly  the  latter  part  of 
the  play. 

D<:ctmfo<r  Tir'l.-  Kobert-on  drew  on  mo  fur  another  £100.  I  am 
now  at  the  verge  of  my  manage-Hal  late  :  whether  I  nm  to  sink 
disastrously,  or  to  spring  aloft  to  better  fortune,  is  on  the  event  of 
little  more  than  one  hour.  God  will  onlnin  my  course  for  tho  best. 
Would  I  could  prevent  my  ignorant  heart  from  fretting  and 
murmuring  at  the.  adveive  eireuHislanecs  i.bat  seem  to  gather  round 
me!  I  trust  I  shall  hear  myself  through  the  worst  of  them  in  a 
manly  and  digi-iilied  ma  one:-, 

December  26th. — Went  to  the  theatre,  where  all  was  in  a  state  of 
anxious  preparation  for  "tho  great  work,"  the  pantomime,  lie- 
hearsed  Lord  Hastings;  watched  the  rehearsal  of  the  pantomime,* 
which  I  could  not  leave,  for  had  I  gone  to  my  own  room,  I  could 
not  have  given  my  attention  to  my  own  character,  my  thoughts 
would  have  l>een  with  the  success  of  the  pantomime.  Rehearsing 
on  the  stage,  which  was  not  over  till  ten  minutes  past  five. 
Dickens,  Catterniole,  and  Forstcr  sat  it  through.  Acted  Lord 
Hastings  pretty  well,  taking  the  circumstances  into  consideration. 
The  pantomime  succeeded  completely,  for  which  I  feci  most 
gratified. 


1838. 

[Sentences  prefixed  to  diary  :] 

"  Excellence  is  Dover  granted  to  man  but  as  tho  toward  of  labour." 


"  Nothing  hinders  the  constant  ai.r.e. 'incut  of  people  who  live  together 
niero  vanity;  s  sc;a<!L,  iusl^ini;  upun  wlml,  they  Lhlrik  their  dignity  or  jn 
and  inward  expectation  '.<•'  such  an  oyer-mcasLiL-e  of  deference  and  rc>;a. 
answers  to  their  own  extravagant  falsi'  scale,  end  which  nobody  can 
because  limn;  bui  tbem. elves  can  toll  readily  to  waac  pitca  it  amounts." — 1 


London,  January  1st. — On  my  entrance  into  another  year  1 
cannot  avoid  seeing- how  litilooflife  is  left  mo  in  this  world,  and 
that  contemplation  brings  with  it  sorrow  and  sell-reproach  and 
vain  repinings,  time  alter  time  neglootird  and  abused.      Whirled 

*  '  Harlequin,  and  Peeping  Turn  of  Coventry,'  It.  was  illustrated  by  a 
nii'viiis;  diorama,  p.ur.'cd  1  ■  v-  Sr;i:i;iidd,  of  scones  iVnni  the  north  of  Italy,  tho 
Alps,  Germany,  ;ui'I  !,'i,ancc,  including  the  ('  ■  '.  !u  Hun  fh.m:i]e  by  moonlight, 
end  concluding-  with  the  British  Channel.  In  the  play-bills  Macready 
expressed  his  obligations  to  Jjianiedd,  staimg  fruit  "  at  a  sacrifice,  and  in  a 
manner-  the  most  liberal  and  kind,  bo  had  tin-  a  short,  period  laid  aside  his 
easel,  to  present  the  manager  with  his  last  work  in  a  department  of  ait  so 
conspicuously  advanced  by  him,  as  a  mark  of  the  interest  he  feels  in  the 
success  uf  the  oansu  which  this  theatre  labour;:  to  support." — Ln. 
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along  as  I  now  am  in  the  current  of  harassing  and  irritating 
business,  I  have  little  opportunity  for  reflection,  and  am  strongly 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  discontinuing,  with  the  close  of 
the  present  theatrical  season,  the  extraordinary  duties  I  have 
taken  upon  myself  lor  my  ov.ii  mind's  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  my 
blessed  and  beloved  children,  to  whom  I  am  anxious  to  devote  my 
best  energies  of  thought  and  labour.  May  God  of  His  infinite 
mercy  bless  them  and  their  dear  mother  with  His  choicest  blessings, 
now  and  for  evermore !    Amen. 

January  4th. — Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  vent  on  a  first 
rehearsal  of '  King  Lear.'  My  opinion  of  the  introduction  of  the 
Fool  is  that,  like  many  such  terrible  contrasts  iH  poetry  and 
painting,  in  acting  representation  it  will  fail  of  effect ;  it  will 
either  weary  and  annoy  or  distract  the  spectator.  I  have  no  hope 
of  it,  and  think  that  at  the  last  we  shall  be  obliged  to  dispense  with 
it.     Settled  the  sci  nery,  which  will  ho  very  striking. 

Jiinu-ii-y  :-,'l'..-  Sneaking  to  Willmott  and  Hartley  about  the  part 
of  the  Fool  in  'hear,'  and  mentioning  my  apprehensions  that,  with 
Meadows,  we  should  be  obliged  To  omit  the  part,  J.  described  the 
sort  of  fragile,  hectic,  beaut  it'uff'aeod  boy  that  he  should  be,  and 
stated  my  belief  that  it  never  could  be  acted.  Hartley  observed 
that  a  woman  should  play  it.  I  caught  at  the  idea,  and  instantly 
exclaimed,  Miss  P.  Hoiton  is  the  very  person.  I  was  delighted  at 
the  thought. 

Buhver  called  and  talked  with  me  about  the  play.  I  went  over 
the  last  act  with  him.  He  told  me  of  the  works  upon  his  hands ; 
his  industry  is  astonishing ! 

Consulted  iiobertson  and  Ear t ley  about  Stanfhkl ;  mentioned 
my  purpose  of  sending  him  *.;-_' 5i't/ii id  a  present  of  plate,  value  £">0. 

'January  'M-h.  -Went  to  the  theatre  ;  wrote  a  letter  to  Staniield, 
inrlosing  a  cheque  for  £300. 

January  10th.— Called  at  the  Garrick  Club  to  look  at  some 
costumes  for 'Lear;*  saw  Thackeray,  who  promised  to  send  me  a 
book  on  the  subject.  Coming  home,  read  Tallourd's  tragedy  of 
the  'Athenian  Captive.'  This  was  a  great  disappointment  to  me; 
no  one  could  believe  it  (o  be  by  the  author  of  ■Ton:'  it  has  nothing 
of  it  hut  its  faults  of  style  exaggerated.  How  I  am  to  tell 
Talfourd  this,  I  scarcely  know.  I  fear  the  effect  of  such  a 
communication,  but  T  will  do  "  all  in  honour." 

Letter  from  Staniield,  refusing  to  accept,  the  £300  I  sent  him, 
returning  me  the  cheque  1  had  sent  him.  and  asking  for  £150.  This 
is  one  of  the  few  noble  instances  of  disinterested  friendly  conduct 
I  have  met  wilh  in  my  life.     God  bless  him! 

January  latk. — Went  to  the  theatre,  where  1  attended  to  busi- 
ness; was  detained  long  by  Mr,  Gyo,  who  wanted  to  argue  with 
me  that  I  ought  to  retain  his  light  through  the  run  of  the  panto- 
mime, which  he  charged  at  £1  10s.  per  night,  with  no  stipulation 
or  statement  as  to  the  expense 

January  VMh.— Sent  Hartley  to  the  Jerusalem  Coffcc-houso  to 
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see  the  newly-invented  sieves,  which  I  thought  of  placing  through 
the  theatre.  Settled  many  of  the  dresses  for -King  Lear'  with 
Head.  Thought  on  'Macbeth'  and  rested.  My  poor  dresser, 
Henry,  was  convoy  wl  away  ill ;  1  appi'-heiid  Laving  burst  a  blood- 
vessel. I  sent  him  to  i'urlo,  who,  being  ill,  sent  him  to  another 
surgeon;  he  wns  prescrib'-d  for,  and  sent  home. 

January  2i'V/i.- -Hani  odd,  Kennoy,  Wallace,  Cattermole,  Forster, 
Browning,  and  Kobertson  dined  with  us;  we  spent  a  cheerful 
afternoon.  Before  we  went  npsiairs  T  expressed  to  Stanfield  how 
deeply  I  was  indebted  for  the  noble  act  of  friendship  he  had  shown 
me,  and  that  I  had  a  slight  tribute  to  offer  him,  on  which  the 
record  of  my  gratitude  was  on  graved,  though  not.  so  deeply  as  on  the 
more  perishable  substance  of  my  heart.  I  gave  him  the  salver, 
which  was  admired,  and  the   inscription,  as   altered  by  Wallace, 

TO   CHAUI,i:S   SlANtlEl.n,   Esj.,   R.A. 
In  remembrance  of  the  fciadiu'ss  and  zeal  with  lvhidi  he  brought  the  magic 
of  his  pencil  and  the  edebrirv  (if  bis  name  to  the  aid  of  a  discouraged  and 
declining  sister  art,  this  hnuibli:  tribute  )■■■  -.^-au-A  by  hi-;  grateful  friend,  ■ 
William  Charles  Mackeabv. 
Jyiimirj/  2e!Ji,  1838. 

J11.nw.1n1  'lith. — I  gave  up  the  whole  morning  to  tho  rehearsal 
and  superintendence  of  'King  Lear,'  wluVli.  to  a  classic  or  Shake- 
spearian eye,  looks  very  striking,  and,  as  I  think,  very  harmoniously 
arranged.  Sir  H.  J.  Bridges  called  and  wished  me  to  settle  with 
him  the  time  of  a  visit  to  him  in  Kadnor.shirc.  Cave  to  Messrs. 
Phelps  and  Gaspey  pvivaie  boxes  fur  tho  evening,  and  sent  one  to 
dear  Hiss  Marlinoau,  Arranged  business  with  Marshall,  Head, 
and  Griffith  ;  also  with  Jones,  the  tailor. 

J'lnimnj  £">.'/.'. — Went  10  the  theatre.  Occupied  all  the  morning 
with  my  rehearsal  of  '  King  Lear.'  Lay  down  and  tried  to  think 
of  Lear.     Was  very  nervous  in  the  morning,  but  prepared  for  the 

flay  much  more  collected  than  I  had  boon.  T  scarcely  know-  how 
acted  the  part.  I  did  not  satisfy  myself.  We  shall  seo  the 
papers  to-morrow,  which  I  suppose  will  set  us  right  on  the 
question.  Was  occasionally  pretty  good,  but  I  was  not  what-  I 
wished  to  have  been. 

Hartley,  Willmott,  and  Bobcrtson  came  into  my  room,  and 
wished  me  to  do  the  play  twice  next  week,  but  I  am  myself  all 
abroad  upon  the  nature  of  its  success. 

January  'Idth. — Was  awake  very  early,  oppressed  and  confused 
by  a  sense  of  ill  coming  on  me,  through  the  complete  failure,  as 
I  conceived  it,  of  last  night's  performance.  The  pain  of  suspense, 
until  I  read  the  papers,  was  nevermore  severely  felt  by  inc.  They 
at  length  arrived,  and  being  far  more  favourable  than  my  anticipa- 
tion, my  serenity  in  some  decree  returned,  hut  my  mind  and  body 
were  both  weighed  down  by  fatigue. 

Went   to    the    theatre,    where   I   found   the   rehearsal    of   tho 
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'  Wonder '  in  progress  :  went  on  with  it.  The  impression  created 
by  '  King  J. ear  :  seemed  to  be  wide  unit  strong. 

January  '21  tk. —  Acted  Bon  Felix  with  spirit  and  self-possession, 
but  had  not  had  tlie  time  to  pres.cnt.  as  .1.  had  wished,  a  finished 
performance  of  the  part.  Was  called  lor  by  the  audience  and 
very  warmly  received.  Spoke  with  Mrs.  (.lover  and  Miss  Faucit 
after  the  play. 

Letters  from   Lady   Blessington,  introducing  Lady   0.   B , 

and  from  Bulwer  with  alterations. 

JVhw.t'iy  1st. — Lady ,  Lord 's  daughter,  called,  wishing 

(0  go  on  the  stage ;  .sin.'  read  before  me.  I  dissuaded  her  from  the 
attempt.    She  gave  mc  part  ol  her  history. 

Fbhraary  Did.  —deceived  a  letter  from  Jinlwer  with  the  title  of 
'  The  Adventurer,'*  but  when  I  saw  it  written  down  I  would  not 
consent  to  it, 

liead,  and  with  great  attent  inn,  the  new  play.  Told  a  story  to 
the  children.  Jicud  again  my  part,  of  Claude  Mehiotto.  Jones,  the 
tailor,  called  about  my  dress. 

February  'jth-  Acted  King  hear  pretty  well;  took  pains,  but 
was  not  equal  to  myself  on  Wednesday,  liuhver  came  into  my 
room  at  the  end  of  t lie  second  act.  I  sent  him  round  to  a  private 
box,  and  he  returned  to  me  at  the  end  of  (lie  play.  Expressed 
himself  in  very  warm  terms  upon  what:  he  styled  my  "gigantic" 
performance,  talked  about  tlic  play,  with  the  arrangements  for 
which  lie  seemed  well  satisfied,  hi  speaking  oi  the  llaliot  question, 
he  said  he  would  never  support  ministers  again  if  they  did  not 
leave  it  an  open  question.  Was  called  for,  and  very  cordially 
received  by  the  audience. 

/■'■■brtumj  1  "jUi. — Went  to  an  early  rehearsal  of  the  new  play. 

Acted  Claude  Midnotto  in  Bulwer  s  play  pretty  well;  the 
audience  felt  it  very  much,  and  were  carried  away  by  it;  the 
play  in  the  acting  was  completely  successful.  "Was  called  for,  and 
leading  on  Miss  Faucit,  was  well  received ;  gave  out  the  play. 
Forster,  Kenney,  Hartley,  Ae.,  came  into  my  room. 

IViruary  llth. — Head  over  part  of  the  play,  being  anxious  to 
play  well,  as  I  knew  hulwer  would  be  there.  Acted  pretty  well  \ 
was  called  for,  led  on  Miss  Faucit,  and  was  very  cordially  received. 
Bulwer  came  into  my  room,  and  expressed  himself  much  pleased; 
offered  to  give  his  name  whenever  I  might  wish  it. 

Fchruaiy  ISU,.— Seltted  with  ."Marshai]  the  seenei-y  for  '  Corio- 
lanus,'  which  I  think  will  be  very  striking.  Wrote  to  Bulwer, 
suggesting  his  proposal  of  last  night,  the  announcement  of  hia 
name.  Bulwer  called,  and,  giving  me  lull  power  to  act  on  my 
own  judgment,  seemed  not  to  wish  his  name  to  be  published  until 
further  experiment  of  the  play's  success  had  been  made— until 
Thiiis'Uy.     T  resolved  io  wait  tiic  whole  week. 

Fd.iruu.ry  20th. — Went  to  the    theatre,   where   I    spoke  with 


•  Afterwards  named  'The  Lady  of  Lyons. 
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Marshall  about  the  scenery  of  '  Coriolanus,'  and  rehearsed  the 
play  of  '  Julius  Ca>.-ar.'  Hintord  called  to  speak  to  me  about  the 
note  I  sent  him  on  the  Ppcdatur's  paragraph  ;  ho  said  that  nothing 
unkind  was  intended. 

February  L'lsi.— liulwor  called:  T.  was  preparing  to  go  on  the 
stage,  andiiitijtiiiin.il  his  uncertainty  ahout  Die  policy  of  publishing 
his  name.  I  told  him  of  the  impnncmenl.  in  ihe  prospect  of  the 
house,  and  we  agreed  that  we  would  wait  and  see  the  progress  of 
the  night.     I  acted  well.     I  was  lrn;dly  t-;ill.-tl  iV-r.  and  said : 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen, —  After  the  very  kind  reception  with 
which  you  have  honoured  this  play,  T  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  some  objections  which  have  been 
urged,  and  from  opinions  1  am  disposed  to  respect,  upon  passages 
that  are  said  to  bo  political.  I  beg  to  assure  you  that,  upon  tlie 
strictest  investigation,  there  are  no  political  allusions  that  do  not 
grow  out  of  the  piece,  and  are  necessarily  ermine;  veto  the  working 
of  the  story.  Had  it  been  oiherwise  1  am  ceriain  the  author,  whom 
I  have  the  honour  to  know,  would  never  have  descended  to  such 
means  to  entrap  your  appiause  ;  Iho  licenser  would  not  have  per- 
mitted it,  nor,  I  believe,  will  you  think  that  I  should  have  had  tho 
bod  taste  to  encourage  it.  If  I  may  associate  such  a  name  with 
an  existing  author's,  our  divine  Shakespeare  is  liable  to  similar 
imputations,  and  I  trust  I  shall  receive  credit  for  the  assertion  of 
tho  principle  upon  which  I  conduct  this  theatre — that  art  and 
literature  have  no  politics." 

Saw  Bulwer,  who  left  with  roe  carte  blanche  as  to  the  time  and 
mode  of  announcing  his  name.* 

February  'I 'Ard.-  Cave  up  the  whole  morning  to  the  preparation 
of  '  Ooriolanus.'  Wrote  a  note  to  Cox  and  Greenwood  about 
Edward's  conditional  unattached  majority. 

FiJ.truiiry  28t/). — Felt  so  very  unwell,  with  weakness  at  my  chest, 
cold  throughout  me,  and  a  mind  so  wearied,  thai  T  longed  to  think 
of  nothing;  so  beaten  down,  body  and  mind,  I  could  not  riso  for 
Die  rehearsal  of  '  Corlolamis.'  Looked  ai  Ihe  newspapers.  Griffiths 
called  about  ihe  sandals  and  helmets  of  '  Coriolanus.'  Sat  down 
and  read  over,  marking  the  interlude  of  F.gerton  Webbe.  Altered 
the  bill.  Noted  down  the  persons  to  bo  employed  in  'Coriolanus.' 
Went  to  dine  with  Catherine  to  Horace  'J'wiss  ;  met  Hemes,  Sir 
William  Akiy,  Sir  George  liuse,  Fanny  Twigs — with  whom  I  passed 
the  whole  day. 

March  Is*.— Went  to  the  theatre.  Itehearsed  three  acts  of 
'  Coriolanus.'     Cattermole  ealled  about  a  dress,  and  private  box. 

A  lady  called,  introduced  by  i\lr.  Dowlin^,  as  a  candidate  for  the 
stage.  I  did  my  best  lo  dissuade  her.  A  viol  tut  love  letter  from 
some  person  who  had  seen  me  in  Melnotte.    Lay  down  in  bed  a 

*  The  name  of  K:hv;inl  Li!:on  I'.ijlwi'r  m>  fn>t  announced  as  that  of  the 
author  of  'The  J-aily  of  LvoiiVin  tins  Count  G:-.lim  p'.ny-biU  of  Saturday, 
24th  February.   1838.— Ed. 
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little  after  four,  quire  over  spent,  and  worn  down  by  fatigue  and 
illnesa.  Acted  Claude  Melnol  to  tolerably  well ;  was  called  for  and 
well  received. 

March  2nd. —  Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  gave  my  beat  atten- 
tion to  the  rehearsal  of  '  Coriohmus.'  Ifoceivcit  1>  rocked  on,  who 
called  on  me  with  a  message  anil  note  from  ICastlako;  he,  Mr.  E., 
had  been  rate  J  for  sending  hack  his  admission  card  to  me,  and 
fancied  that  I  had  taken  umbrage  at  it.  I  assured  Ernckedon  that 
I  had  not,  and  received  the  notes  and  message  from  Mm  aa 
courteously  as  T.  could.  Settled  much  important  business  with 
WHImott  (Hartley  eame  to  tell  ma  that  the  boxes  were  wcli  taken 
for  to-morrow,  L.  11.)  with  Head  and  Marshall. 

Received  notes,  one  of  gratitude  for  pleasure  received  at  the 
theatre  from  Mrs.  Best.  After  dinner,  and  a  little  romp  with  my 
darling  children,  and  a  story  to  them,  T  answered  Mr.  Eaatlake, 
Mrs.  Best,  and  wrote  a  note  to  Egerton  Webb©.  I  then  continued 
steadily  the  arrangement  of  the  dresses  ami  properties  of  the  different 
persons  in  '  Coriolantis,'  which  kept  me  up  to  a  late  hour. 

March  3rd. — Acted  OUmde  Mel  not  ie  very  well.  The  Queen  came 
in  just  after  the  beginning  of  the  last  act ;  was  loudly  called  for 
and  very  warmly  received.  Lord  Conyinghatn  wished  to  see 
myself  or  some  one.  Sent  Hartley  to  him.  Tt.  was  to  say  that  the 
Queen  would  come  to  sec  the  whole  play  on  Tuesday,  and  wished 
Bulwerto  know  it. 

March  bth. — Wont  to  theatre  to  rehearse  'Coriolaniis:'  the 
number  of  supernumeraries  so  took  up  the  morning  that  we  could 
not  advance  beyond  the  second  ael,  of  '  Cnriolanus.'  Received  a 
very  courteous  note  from  Miss  "Rolls;  attended  to  business  with 
Marshall,  Head,  Griffiths,  &c. 

March  St!>. — ihilwer  eame  into  my  room  and  seemed  very  much 
delighted  with  the  success  of  his  play.  He  told  me  of  a  message 
ho  had  received  from  the  Queen,  full  of  courteous  expressions  to 
him  about  tho  play,  and  wishing  him  to  communicate  to  me  how 
very  much  she  was  delimited  with  my  acting.  He  told  me  that 
he  had  said  little  about  myself  in  the  pre^oe,  because  he  had  said 
a  good  deal  before,  and  lie  thought  h.  woulil  bo  injurious.  I  told 
hira  he  had  said  so  much  before  that  ho  had  left  nothing  to  say, 
that  lie  had  bound  me  to  his  chariot- wheels.  He  added  that  ho 
felt  sure  Talfourd's  play  would  succeed.  T  did  not  encourage  the 
notion,  and  thereupon  he  said,  though  he  had  no  wish  to  write  for 
the  stage,  yet  if  I  needed  liim,  I  had  only  to  point  out  how  he 
could  assist  my  views.  Brought  home  my  helmet  to  accustom 
myself  to  it. 

March  Vltii. — The  house  was  very  indifferent ;  this  was  a  blow. 
The  reputation  of  this  theatre  for  prodiieiii;;  Shakespearian  plays 
ought  to  have  commanded  more  attention.  I  give  up  all  hope! 
Lay  down  to  rest.  Acted  parrs  of  Coriolanus  well:  parts,  not  to 
satisfy  myself.  Jordan,  Dickens,  Bulwer,  Blanchard,  Forster 
came  into  my  room. 
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Mnrch  lath. — Wont  to  the  theatre,  attended  to  business  there. 
Saw  Willmott,  Boberfso-n.  Looked  over-  10,  Wcbbe's  opera.  Fok 
called  and  expveisseil  himself  delighted  ;it  the  performance  of  last 

E.  Welibe  ciiire,  and  brought  with  him  the  scores  of  his  opera, 
about,  which  I'  shall  set  llio  people  ira mediately. 

March  14th. — Becoived  a  letter  from  Talfourd,  informing  me  ol 
his  despatch  of  the  play.     Looked  at  the  newspapers. 

When  I  went  into  my  study,  revolved  tho  various  arguments  for 
and  against  the  plays,  thought  upon  my  benefit,  decided  upon 
Lord  Byron's  'Foseari,'  and  to  produce  E.  Webbe's  opera  after  it. 
Bead  the  voyages  of  Sitiiibaii  in  the  '  Arabian  Nidiis,'  with  reference 
to  (he  Faster  piece.  Head  Mr.  Young's  1'aster  piece,  and  found  a 
difficulty  in  coming  lo  iiny  decision  upon  it.  Wilson  called,  and  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Leigh  with  the  tragedy  of  'Cromwell,' and  also  wrote 
a  note  to  E.  Webbe.  7,.  Troughton  called,  whom.  I  was  glad  to 
see:  I  told  him  I  had  not  if  ail  Ins  tragedy.  Wrote  to  Tallcmrd  in 
answer  to  his  letter.  Wilson  called  again,  having  found  Mrs.  Gore's 
play.  Iteceivcd  a  note  from  Mrs.  Talfourd.  Not  well  after 
dinner.  I  am  indeed  worn  out ;  the  want  of  air,  exercise,  and 
repose  is  working  on  my  system.  Boccivod  a  very  pleasing  letter 
from  dearest  Edward,  which  affected  me,  but  with  happy  emotion. 
Also  a  note,  proposing  an  opera,  from  Haynea  Bayley.  "Went  to 
Miss  Mart  menu's  party.  Met  there  Mr.  Smith  of  Norwich,  whom 
I  liked,  Robertson,  of  Ihe  U'tatmii^tn-  ./'h-i'^p,  C'horley,*  Misses 
Berry,  friends  and  biographers  of  H.  Walpole,  Browning,  Eastlake, 
Mrs.  Bead,  Lady  Oliiis  lotto  Lindsay.  Vassod  an  agreeable  evening, 
but  was  much  fatigued. 

March  lath. — Toole  called  lo  say  that  he  wished  to  have  written 
on  Monday  night  to  express  his  delight  at  the  performance  of 
'  Coriohuius,'  which  was  tee  most,  pea-feet  thing  he  had  ever  seen. 

March  [(!//(.  Bead  over  'Foseari'  in  lied,  and  looked  at  the 
papers.  A  letter  from  Talfourd  with  the  cast  of'Tho  Athenian 
Captive.' 

Attended  to  business  about  the  play  of  '  Foseari  'with  Marshall; 
the  Faster  piece  with  Serle. 

Bead  part  of  Talfouid's  play.  Very  low  spirits  in  contemplating 
fhestato  of  things.  A  cliei  vfnl  dinner-party,  Jonathan  Birch,  John 
Moricc,  Misses  "Iforiee,  Warrens,  Lieutenant  bright,  Kennedy, 
George  Buckniil,  Mason,  Areluh  a<-e-n  L'obinson,  sister  and  niece. 

March  11th.—  Spoke  with  i'oung  about  his  luster 'piece,  and 
suggested  uV>  us  his  payment,  to  which  he  agreed. 

A"  friend  of  Talfourd's  called  to  ask  mo  to  read  his  version  of 
Schiller's  'Don  Carlos,'  which  I  promised  to  do  when  the  business 
of  the  theatre  permitted  mc. 

*  'Choi-ley's  Diary'  ('Memoirs,'  2  vols,  London,  1873),  vol.  i.  p.  276, 
15th  March,'  1838,  h.is  :  "  Jk.-r.-iulv  at  a  soiree  at  Miss  Marti  nam's,  the 
Jliwi  Bony  h^settin^  him  iiljom.  the  ehiiocter  of  Pauline  in  'The  Lady  of 
LyonS.'"-Ho. 
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Bead  through  Talfourd's  play,  which,  though  not  of  a  high 
character,  is  certainly  improved.  IHauehard  called  to  speak  with 
me  about  a  play  written  by  Miss  Lundon,  to  be  submitted  here- 
after. Tried  to  think  on  tlio  matter.  Very  much  tired.  Acted 
Claude  Mchioi.te  middlingly. 

March  214. — Went  to  the  theatre,  reading  the;  'Foseari'  upon 
my  way.  Spoke  to  Marshall  on  tuques*,  and  made  the  copy  of 
iny  benefit  advertisement.  "Wvole  to  Wallace  with  a  box,  and  to 
Bulivcr  with  a  box  for  his  mother,  and  n  cheque  for  £210.  A 
dinner-party  of  Bulwcr,  Sheil,  A.  ISliII.-l-,  l-\jii}:-J;jijij_ue,  F.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter,  KHis,  Dickens,  Browning,  1'orster,  Miss 
Martineau,  Mrs.  Kitchener,  Henrietta  Skerrett.  We  had  a  cheer- 
ful day. 

Man:h  22-nd. — I  rehearsed  iiie  play  of  the  '  Foseari,'  and  after- 
wards listened  to  some  music  of  the  opera  I  had  read  two  days 
Since.  I  was  much  pleased  with  it,  Spoke  with  Marshall  on, 
business,  and  settled  with  him  tho  scenes  of  the  'Foseari.'  Gave 
him  a  card  to  K'Ay,  whom  L  wished  him  to  consult  on  the  sipart- 
ments  of  the  Ducal  Palace  at.  Venice.  Spoke  with  Mr.  Oriesbach 
about  his  opera  ;  setllcd  the  terms  with  him  of  £5  per  night,  and 
arranged  the  night  of  performance  fur  the  7th  proximo. 

Received  a  letter  from  Bulwer  returning  me  the  cheque  for 
£210,  tt  letter  which' is  a  recompense  lor  much  ill-requited  labour 
and  unpitied  suffering  ;  it  is  an  honour  to  him,  and  a  subject  of 
pride  in  myself. 

Saw- the  newspapers.  "Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  rehearsed 
'The  Two  Foseari.'  "Went  to  tho  box-office  about  the  places  for 
my  benefit;  gave  directions  that  no  preference  should  be  given  to 
any  parties,  and  that  the  prices  of  the  private  boxes  should  remain 
as  on  ordinary  nights. 

March  2tif/i.— Mr. ,  of  the  —  Regiment,  called,  on  an  intro- 
duction from  Talfourd,  and,  alter  doing  my  utmost  to  dissuade 
him  from  such  an  act  of  folly  as  following  the  .stage  (the  second 
visitor  on  tho  same  errand  I  have  had  to-day),  I  promised  to 
write  to  Knowles  for  him.  Head  over  '  Coriolanus,'  feeling  myself 
quite  unequal  to  its  performance.  Acted  it  feebly.  Was  called 
for  and  warmly  received  by  the  audience. 

March  21th.— Kind  note  from  f'.tty  about  the  apartments  of  tho 
Ducal  Palace,  and  lamenting  his  inability  to  accept  our  invitation. 
Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  spohe  wiih  Marshall  on  the  scenes, 
Rehearsed  Foseari, 

Acted  Claude  Mt-ltioii.es  pretty  well;  was  called  for  and  warmly 
received  by  the  audience.  Some  person,  a  lady  I  fancy,  sent  mo 
a  laurel  chaplct ;  i  do  not  see  the  exact  meaning  of  the  anonymous 
affair. 

I''ai  ad  ay  sen!  me  a  nolo  with  his  pamphlet  en  Electricity. 

March  -&.h.— Mr.  and  Mrs,  (".'ruwtnrd,  three  .Misses  Fitzgerald, 
Bayley,  Cattermole,  O'Hanlon.  Hay  ward,  Bowling,  Calcialt, 
Brockedon  dined  with  us. 
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Hfrirrh  y !)■'/;. — Fntcml  some  ;ii'ri;ii>  of  record,  and  wont  to  tha 
theatre,  where  1  cave  a  quiet  reh enrsal  to  Foseari.  Received  a 
very  kind  message  from  Mr.  Lowndes,  professing  against  my 
surrender  of  my  benefit  to  the  stock  of  the  theatre,  and  mani- 
festing an  appreciation  of  my  labours  that  was  verv  gratifying 
to  me. 

Hhn-'A  Sri':;.-  -Tuiil  Mr.  Maddox  a  quarter's  rent  for  the  house, 
£95  lis.  Wont  to  theatre.  liohearsod  Foseari  and  the  new- 
opera.  Spoke  to  Marshal!  on  the  subject  of  Ihe  scenery,  and  on 
other  business. 

April  oih. — Went  In  the  thealre,  where  1  rehearsed  Foseari. 

■I.  Short  called,  and  chatted  with  me  lor  a  lew  minutes  ;  he  was 
in  great  spirits,  and  his  presence  gave  me  a  momentary  stimulus. 
It  is  delightful  to  call  back  our  school  days  and  school  thoughts 
again  in  this  accursed  world  of  trciiehe.ry,  hypocrisy,  and  cant. 
Received  a  note  from  Miss  Coutts,  inclosing  me  a  five-pound  note 
for  her  box.  Returned  it  with  as  courteous  a  note  as  the  hurry  of 
the  moment  would  allow.  Went  over  the  part  of  Coriolanus 
lying  on  the  sofa.     Acted  the  part  but.  indifferently. 

Aprilltii. — Went  to  the  iheafre,  whore  1  rehearsed  Foseari. 
Received  a  note  f'rum  llea/iey,  inclosing  me  two  guineas  for  two 
box  tickets,  I  answered  ids  note,  returning  the  difference,  and 
received  a  very  polite  answer  from  him.  Anotlier  note  from  Miss 
Coutts,  returning  the  £2  10s.,  and  requiring  six  more  box  or  pit 
tickets,  which  were  sent  with  ruy  compliments. 

Acted  Foseari  very  well.  Was  very  warmly  received  on  my 
appearance ;  was  called  for  at  the  end  of  the  tragedy  and  received 
by  the  whole  house  standing  up  and  waring  handkerchiefs  with 
great  enthusiasm.  Dickens,  i'oister,  l.'reetei-.  ilrowning,  Talfourd, 
&C.,  came  into  my  room.  The  operetta  <if  ■  Windsor  Castle  '  was 
in  active  process  of  damnation  as  I  left  the  theatre.  Note  from 
Mrs.  C.  Duller,  wishing  me  to  go  to  her  on  Wednesday. 

April  10/7i. — We  had  a  dinner-pariy,  censM.iii!;  of  Mr.  aiid  Mrs. 
Procter,  Loughs,  lilaiichai'd.  'Mrs,  ltehl,  ".Miss  Martinoau,  Messrs. 
T.  Fonblanquo,  Savage,  1'orsfer,  Aisis  worth,  lieaaley,  and  "Maclisc. 
Note  from  Lady  Nugent,  which  I  answered  ;  lour  of  our  visitors 
stayed  unreasonably  late. 

April  llffi. — Knowles  came  to  breakfast,  and  read  his  play,  with 
which  I  was  much  pleased.  He  at  first  wished  to  bring  forward 
'Proeida,'  but  on  my  expressing  myself  satisfied  with  'The  City 
Maid,'  lie,  with  an  expression  of  alacrity,  agreed  to  set  to  work 
on  that.  Looked  at  the  newspapers:  went  to  the  iheatro,  and 
directed  the  rehearsal  of  the  Faster  piece  ;  attended  also  to  much 
business  eerinoeied  with  it. 

Easier  Monday,  April  lG'Ti.— Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  was 
engaged  incessantly  the  whole  day  with  the  superintendence  of  the 
Faster  piece.  The  labour  was  oppressive.  Here  am  1  sacrificing 
myself,  and  still  I  must  ask,  for  what — for  whom?  At  a  quartet 
past  four  1  lay  down  to  rest  until  five  o'clock.    Notes  from  various 
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persons.  Acted  Macbeth  in  an  odious  stylo ;  was  called  for  and 
well  received  by  the  audience.  The  altcrpieef.y|:  to  which  I  care- 
fully attended,  was  not  over  until  nearly  hall'-pa^'-  twelve ;  reached 
home  at  one. 

April  \8lh.-  Spoke  with  "Wilhriott  and  "Mar.diidl  about  the  al- 
teration of  '  SimlUid  :'  (lii'eetiiui-i  wore  L-iven  about  it.  Talking 
with  Serle,  we  entered  into  a  discussion  of  the  practicability  of 
carrying  on  the  theatre  next  year ;  Bartley  and  Robertson  came  in 
and  participated  in  the  convocation.  Much  as  I  lament  to  see 
the  work  I  have  done  lull  u-dessly  inlo  unfiling',  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  can  with  propriety  continue  in  the  direelion  off  he  theatre. 

April  lSi/i.-'CorioIanus.* 

20M.— Gave  the  evening  to  the  study  of  Thoas,t  a  bitter 

drug.  Account  from  the  theatre  most  wretched,  £55.  So  that 
this  at  least  tells  us  the  value  of  'Coriolanus,'  and  even  the 
.'  Fosoari.' 

April  2A&1. — Saw  the  papers,  am]  went  to  the  theatre,  where  I 
was  startled  at  learning  that  there  was  only  just  enough  cash  to 
meet  the  day's  demands;  and  this  included  the  remainder  of  my 
benefit.  The  prospect  is  fear-.nl.  L  sent,  for  "Wilhuott,  and  imme- 
diately made  arrangements  to  dismiss  '  Sindbad '  from  the  bills,  and 
reduce  every  expense. 

April  2nd. — Gave  the  whole  day  to  leurniritr  the  words  of  Thoas, 
which  I  find  a  more  difficult  task  than  any  of  the  same  kind  I  have 
ever  in  my  life  had  to  encounter;  laboured  at  it,  but  it  escaped 
me,  after  I  had  gained  the  power  of  repeating  it.  It  is  so  over- 
loaded, and  so  round  about  the  subject.  Macaulay  called,  and  told 
me  how  highly  Lord  Dcnman  had  been  speaking  of  me. 

April  -23rd. — Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  rehoused  'Tho 
Athenian  Captive.'  Forster  and  J.hekens  called  at  the  theatre, 
and  I  submitted  to  them  the  proposed  omission  of  two  scenes, 
to  which  they,  for  Tiilfourd,  agreed,  and  made  further  excisions. 
Business  with  Marshall,  &c,  about  the  play.  Mr.  Dcnmar  sent 
me,  as  a  present,  a  Glasgow  edition  ol'lloraee  from  the  late  John 
Kemblc's  library.!  O'Hanlon  called  about  his  fancy  ball  dress. 
Two  or  three  persons  called,  one  with  a  play  on  the  subject  of 
"  imprisonment,  lor  debt,"  which  ho  did  nor  choose  to  leave,  as  tho 
subject  was  at  present  popular  !  Cut  'The  Athenian  Captive,' 
and  rested  in  my  chair  for  half  an  hour.  Acted  Macbeth  in- 
dili'erently ;  was  called  for  by  the  audience  and  kindly  received. 

April  2ith.~ In  bed  went  over  two  scenes  of '  Athenian  Captive,' 

■'  '  Situlljiiil.  Ilia  fv.il:.i\  or  tin;  Vallr-y  cf  [li.annr.'.is.'  The  pieces  pnfui-inel 
In  this  week  wave:  'll.iolj.jth,'  *  'I'lio  T.nly  r-c"  Lvons,'  '  Tho  Two  Koseaii,' 
'Cur  id  anus,'  'Tan  Hypocrite,'  '  Kis:h  Life  Below  Stairs,'  and  the  opera  of 
'Amelie  ;'  and  this  is  :i  fair  sample  of  tho  variety  of  parivi'imoiccs  given  under 
M.icromiv's  mani^i'i it,  li'.m-alf  -.lav  ins;  i:i  fear  of  them. — Ed. 

t  In  Talfoui'd's  'Athenian  Captive.'— Ed. 

j  ttousdit  by  Anthony  TroShme  «t  :~.o.  side  »f  M:n::t-i.iv':i  library  in  1873.— 

Ed. 
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and  rose  early  io  continue  the  stud;  of  it.  Went  to  the  iheatre, 
Spoke  to  Robertson  about  tlio  state  of  accounts,  ordering  all  bills 
to  bo  called  in,  anil  an  estimate  given  me  of  my  next.  Saturday's 
expenses.  Suggested  to  him  and  ISarliey  ihe  possibility  of  pro- 
curing Knowlcs's  play  for  the  company  to  aet,  on  their  own 
account,  after  my  proposed  retirement,  from  t.lie  management; 
they  thought  it  not  practicable,  Rehearsed  "I'hc  Atlienian  Cap- 
tive.' Business  in  settling  bemfiis,  plays,  .to.  After  I  had  dined, 
went  with  Bartley  to  the  North  London  Hospital,  where  we  saw 
Dr.  Elliotson's  exhibition  of  his  epileptic  patients  under  a  course 
of  animal  magnetism.  It  is  very  extraordinary,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  they  are  partly  under  a  morbid  influence,  and  partly 
lend  themselves  to  a  delusion.  Rested  for  about  an  hour;  acted 
Claude  Melnotto  very  fairly  ;  was  called  for  and  well  received  by 
the  audience. 

April,  26; A. — Read  in  bed  the  piii-t.  of  Thoas;  went  to  the  theatre, 
where  I  settled  with  Alart.hu II  several  mutters  respecting  the 
scenery  of  'The  Athenian  Captive:'  Forster  and  Dickens  came 
to  thercheaTsal  and  sat  it  all  through.  They  told  me  that  Talfonrd 
had  undergone  the  operation  of  amputation,  as  to  his  play,  very 
manfully.  Knowles  told  me  that  he  would  have  four  acts  ready 
for  me  this  week,  llulhth  came  to  speak  about  the  operetta  of 
Scrle's.  Baxter,  the  nmsiu  copyist,  came  to  say  that  the  Instru- 
mentation of  E.  Webbc's  opera  was  so  defective  that  it  nmld  not 
be  -planed;  1hat  notes  were  written  which  actually  could  not  be 
played  on  instruments. 

April 'liiiii. — Letter  from  dearest  Edward,  giving  an  interesting 
account  of  his  present  state  and  expectations.  Looked  at  the 
newspaper,  in  whirh  1  saw  the  debate  up<m  Tali'oiird's  Copyright: 
Bill.  Rehearsed  '  The  Athenian  Captive,'  in  which  T  iind  no  ell'eet 
for  my  character.  Arranged  business  with  Head,  Marshall,  &c. 
Talfonrd  called.  I  told  him  that,  my  part  had  no  effect  in  it, 
that  the  play  lay  upon  Airs.  Winner  and  Mr.  Anderson.  Wjllmott 
called  with  a  note  from  Air.  Warner  informing  Hartley  of  Mrs. 
Warner's  sudden  indisposition  (her  labour  having  come  unex- 
pectedly upon  her).  Airs.  Clifford  had  Yolumnia  sent  toller,  and  we 
talked  over  the  business  ot  the  ensuing  week,  deciding  on  closing 
the  theatre  Saturday  night. 

Talfourd,  Ilickeus.  and  i'orslor  came  anil  debated  en  what  was 
to  be  done.  Talfourd  had  come  from  Lord  l.ansdowne's  dinner- 
party, went  up  with  Forster,  Ac,  to  see  Miss  11.  i'aueit,  and  ask 
her  to  act  the  part.  She  entertained  the  subject,  but  could  give 
no  answer  till  the  morrow.  Wrote  to  Mrs.  Warner,  inclosing  a 
cheque  for  £40,  a  month's  salary,  with  offer  of  any  accommodation 
to  Air.  Warner. 

April  'Mth. — Knoulos  called  about  nine  o'clock,  to  say  he  would 
be  here  punctually  at  half-past  ten  to  breakfast.  lie  came,  and  I 
went  round  by  his  house,  on  my  way  to  the  theatre,  and  received 
from  him  the  two  first  acts  of  '  The  City  M aid.'    Rehearsed  the 
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play  of  'Borneo  and  Juliet.,'  with  my  part  of  Friar  Lawrence. 
Settled  with  Marshall  the  scenery  for  'Ion'  and  'Romeo  and 
Juliet,' and  with  [load,  the  drones  for  the  hitter.  "Made  out  the 
bill  for  the  week's  business.  Sent  to  inquire  after  Mrs.  "Warner. 
Returning  home,  I  read  and  cut  tin:  farce  of  '  Love  Extempore.' 
Read  tho  two  acts  of  '  The  City  Maid,'  which  I  think  admirably 
written. 

April  29'i. — Keuney  called  ;  I  (.old  him  that.  I  had  cast  his  piece 
of  'Love  Extempore,'  anil  was  satisfied  that  Hai'ley  would  do  tho 
part  in  it  well. 

Went  to  dine  with  Dickens,  at  whoso  house  I  met  Proctor, 
Ainsworth,  [tell,  of  the  True  jS'ini,  and  Forster.    An  agreeable  day. 

April  iiOtli. — Read  over  Friar  Lawrence.  Acted  it.  I  find  the 
playing  a  part  of  this  sort,  with  no  direct,  character  to  sustain,  no 
effort  to  make,  no  power  of  perceiving  an  impression  made,  to  be 
a  very  disagree  a  hie  ami  unproillable  task.  Having  required  many 
of  the  actors  to  do  what  they  conceived  Vnea'h  them,  perhaps  it 
was  only  a  just:  sacrifice  to  their  opinions  to  concede,  so  far. 

May  1st. — Rehearsed  'The  Jealous  Wife.'  Read  the  farco  of 
'The  Veiled  Portrait, '  to  iheaofors.  'Read  (he  1'iinlact  of  Knowles's 
play.  Read  fourth  act  of  '  King  Lear.'  Read  three  first  acts  of 
Claude  Molnotte.  Acted  the  part  of  Melnotte  very  well.  "Was 
Bailed  for  and  very  warmly  received. 

May  3rd. — Went  to  the  theatre,  where,  during  the  rehearsal.  I 
saw  Messrs.  Lowndes  and  i'aher,  and  talked  with  thorn  about  tho 
re-letting  of  the  theatre,  advising  them  not  to  delay  their  advertise- 
ment beyond  the  1st  of  June;  to  let  me  see  the  advertisements, 
which  1  might  be  able  to  improve  for  them;  to  retain  Willmott, 
and  make  him  a  situation  in  the  summer,  the  taking  an  inventory 
of  the  scenery  and  properties,  Lte.  They  agreed  on  the  necessity 
of  keeping  up  the  character  of  the  theatre,  and  seemed  obliged 
by  the  interest  T  took  in  it.  Rehearsed  11  r.  Oakley.  Robertson 
and  Hartley  came  into  my  room;  the  receipt  was  so  bad  that  I 
v.ms  obliged  to  decide  on  closing  the  house  on  Thursday. 

jWr.ii/oi/i.— A  M\  Ditnia.no if,  I'lntrcpn.mcnrdti  Theatre  des  Varietes, 
called  early  to  ask  me  if  I  would  procure  a  licence  for  the  French 
company,  and  engage  the  troupe  from  the  Varietes.  I  showed 
him  all  possible  civility,  gave  1dm  the  freedom  of  the  theatre,  but 
declined  all  speculation:  I  have  bad  enough  of  it.  Went  to  the 
theatre,  where  T  rehearsed  with  care  the  play  oi"  'As  Ton  Like  It,' 
Acted  Jacques  pretty  well,  not  so  well  as  I  could  and  ought  to 
liavo  done.  Was  railed  for,  hut  did  not  go  on.  Saw  the  farce  of 
■  High  Lite  below  Stairs,'  with  which  I.  was  much  amused. 

May  1th. — -Went  to  the  theatre,  where  i  art  raided  to  the  business 
before  me,  and.  after  arranging  with  Marshall,  "Willmott,  &c,  sat 
down  to  read  and  cut  Knowles's  play  for  the  copyist.  Forster 
gave  the  title  of  '  Woman's  Wit,  or  Love's  Disguises,'  to  Knowles's 
play. 

May  9(1.— Acted  Melnotte  pretty  well.     Was  called  for  with 
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Miss  Fancit,  for  whose  benefit  it  was  acted,  and  well  received. 
Arranged  conclusively  (lie  characters  of  '"Woman's  Wit,'  and. sent 
tlieni  out. 

Ehtrc.e,  S'tnahy,  May  ~\?dli. — On  coming  downstairs  turned  to 
my  accounts,  which  still  p'.'oooed.  only  im-rcusinc  on  the  disburs- 
ing side.  Yesterday  I  bad  to  give  a  cheque  to  ilobertson  for  £100 
to  meet  the  salaries. 

Read  Knowles's  play  of  '  Woman's  Wit.'  Played  with  the 
children.  After  dinner  told  them  each  stories  applicable  to  their 
several  characters.  Spent  an  idle  evening  of  enjoyment.  Head 
prayers  to  the  family. 

London,  .May  1  :></■. — Rehearsed  '  Woman's  Wit,'  Knowles  was 
very  much  struck  wilh  the  beaniy  of  I  he  scene  for  tho  opening  of 
the  play ;  he  observed  to  me  :  "  My  dear  Mac,  for  all  the  plays  I 
have  ever  written  there  has  never  been  done,  so  much  as  is  given 
in  tliis  one  scene."  He  went  on  to  say  he  would  "  set  to  work  on 
'  Proeida  '  without  delay  for  me,"  &c. 

Went  to  Fonblanquo's  with  Forstcr.  Saw  Hay  ward,  F. 
Reynolds,  Savage,  Dr.  Quia,  D'Orsay,  Savage  Fandor,  Iiulwer, 
Lord  Nugent,  &c  Wont  homo  with  Forstcr,  who  got  tea 
for  me. 

May  21sf.— Gave  up  the  entire  morning  to  the  rehearsal  of 
Knowles's  play.  Knowles  was  very  much  struck  with  the  mode 
of  putting  the  play  upon  the  stage,  drilling  the  actors,  and 
teaching  them  their  business  ;  1  was  ;:hid  lie- was  present,  that  he 
might  know,  in  any  event,  his  trust  had  not  been  misplaced.  Ho 
told  me  the  proprietors',  it'  they  know  I  heir  interests,  ought  to  give 
me  .£l(;(tj  per  annum  to  conduct  (.heir  theatre— about  the  amount 
that.  T  shall  give  to  them  ! 

May  23rJ  —  From  six  o'clock  to  eight  I  was  boring  at  the  con- 
cluding speech  of  tho  play,  having  closed  my  eyes  with  it  last 
night,  and  could  not  get;  it  into  my  head.  Kehearsed  the  play  of 
'  Woman's  Wit,'  and  atieni.loi]  to  all  tho  various  matters  connected 
wilh  it :  scenes,  dresses,  &c.  Read  over  my  own  part,  and  laboured 
nt  the  concluding  speech,  writing  it  out  repeatedly  from  memory, 
but  unavailing!)',  to  make  a  secure  lodgment  with  it.  Acted  Wal- 
singham  in  a  very  crude,  nervous,  imsal  factory  manner.  Avoided 
a  call  by  going  before  the  curtain  to  give  out  the  play  ;  there  was 
very  great  enthusiasm.  Led  on  Knowles  in  obedience  to  tho  call 
of  i he  audience. 

May  'i(,th.— -Acted  Walsingham  a  little  better  than  the  preceding 
evenings.  LydUi  Puekviiil,  who  was  in  the  theatre,  went  with  me 
after  the  play  to  Elslree.  Twice  called  for,  and  making  bow  to 
the  audience.  The  night  was  very  beautiful— the  young  moon 
looking  like  hope  and  promise -suggesting  happiness  to  lighter 
hearts  than  mine  ;  but  to  me  there  seems  little  prospect  of  content 
or  comfort.     Found  dearest  Catherine  very  unwell. 

May  23th.  -Had  a  long  conversation  with  1'artlcy  and  Robertson 
on  the  conduct  of  next  season;  they,  but  more  particularly  Bartley, 
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eccraed  to  be  very  anxious  that  T  sho-dd  be  continued,  with,  safety 
to  myself,  in  the  management,  hartley  mentioned  that  Iho  actors 
were  to  meet  on  Thursday,  and  Uiat  Serlc  luul  a  plan  to  propose, 
but  that  this  plan  included  an  operatic  company.  I  am  nearly 
certain  Merle's  plan  must  bo  of  ;i  republican  character,  with  which 
I  said  1  would  have  nothing  to  do  ;  ,i«  a  diroclnr  T  must  lie  a  d'..y.ot, 
or  serve.  "Wrote  to  JSabbage  lor  a  voucher  for  Ileischel's  dinner. 
Acted  Walsinghnm  middlingly.  * 

May  31st.— Alter  tlie  interlude*  was  over,  Waldo,  Ilarley, 
Meadows, and  Stantield  came  into  my  room  to  ask  me  to  step  into 
the  green-room,  where  I  found  my  company  a>s'- milled.  They  all 
stood  up  as  I  entered,  and  I  bowed  to  (hem,  and  liarlley  addressed 
me  in  their  names,  deputed  by  them.  I  cannot,  remember  his 
speech,  but  it  was  very  well  arranged  and  delivered,  to  the  effect 
that  they,  "the  company,  had  been  deeply  penetrated  by  the  part 
I  had  taken  in  standing  forward  to  champion  the  cause  of  the 
fallen  drama,  and  been  sensibly  alive  to  the  labours  I  had  en- 
countered, and  the  (sacrifices  T  had  made  fort  lie  drama's  sake;  that 
they  wished  me  to  bo  apprised  of  their  high  appreciation  of  my 
noble  conduct,  of  my  umfi.nii  dcr^riment  towards  them,  and  of 
the  various  acts  that  together  had  brought  back  to  them  a  season 
equal  in  its  effects  to  them  to  the  best  days  of  Iho  drama  within 
the  memory  of  the  oldest  actor;  that  they  were  well  aware  I  should 
be  most  pleased  with  any  testimonial  of  their  regard  in  proportion 
to  its  unostentatiousnoss.  and  therefore  they  had  selected  the 
simplest,  oilers  lie1,  as  a  mere  tablet,  on  which  to  inscribe  their  names 
nnd  record  their  gratitude  to  me;  that  though  it  possessed  lit  lie 
value  beyoud  that,  yet  that  perhaps  on  sumo  occasion  it  might  find 
a  place  upon  my  sideboard,  and  I  hat  Mrs.  Maci-ea.dy,  and  perhaps 
my  children,  might  derive  some  little  pleasure  from  the  sight  of 
it,"  The  salver  was  produced  ami  the  inscription  read.  He  was 
affected  as  he  closed  his  speech,  which  T  can  only  very  imperfectly 
recollect.  I  am  nearly  as  much  at  a  loss  to  recollect  the  par- 
ticulars of  my  reply;  lie  said  somethine;  about  "the  motives"  of 
my  undertaking—),  forget,  in  what  manner.  As  nearly  as  I  can 
remember,  I  said:  "Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — lam  utterly  at  a  loss 
to  reply  to  what  has  been  so  kindly  eomiuimlcaled  to  me  from  you 
by  our  common  friend,  Mr.  Eartley.  T  really  do  not  know  how  to 
thank  you,  1  am  wholly  unused  to  address  extemporaneously  any- 
body of  persons,  and  not  always  exact,  in  the  expression  of  uiy 
ideas  in  ordinary  conversation.  I  thank  you  most,  truly.  I  can 
say  little  more  than  Ihis,  but.  whilst  L  assure  you  that  1  feel  most 
gratefully  your  hindness  in  this  instance,  1  must  also  be  permitted 
to  say  that  I  regret  it ;  T  regret  that,  in  your  wisli  to  testify  your 
estimation  of  my  conduct,  you  should"  have  altered  the  high 
position  on  which  we  stood  relatively  to  each  other — it  would  have 

•  Ths  iKTformiMCM  of  this  evening  were:  'Woman's  Wit/'Thu  Orisinul,' 
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been  far  more  gratifying  to  mo  to  have  received  the  record  of  your 
kind  appreciation  on  ovm  perishable  paper  (which,  however,  never 
could  Lave  perished  while  L  or  any  dear  lo  me.  could  have  preserved 
it),  and  have  held  faith  in  the  sincerity  of"  its  dec  Ui  rati  on.  But  as 
it  is  I  can  only  again  thank  yon,  mid  assure,  yon  how  truly  I  value 
this  testimony  of  your  regard.  T  tndy  and  gratefully  thank  you. 
Mr.  Hartley  has  alluded  to  the  'motives'  which  induced  mo  to 
embark  on  this  speculation  or  experiment.  I  may  observe  that 
less  disinterested  motives  have  been  attributed  to  mo  by  some 
persons  who  have  been  remarked  in  society  for  a  most  ungenerous 
hostility  to  pur  cause,  and  who,  perhaps,  arc  scarcely  worthy  of 
notice.  These  persons  have  laid  down  their  opinion  that  I  took 
the  theatre  '  only  to  fill  my  own  pockets.'  I  am  sure  you  give  me 
credit— indeed  you  have  proved  ho  tor  motives  not.  altogether 
mercenary  and  selfish.  .And  in  contradiction  of  these  persons' 
assertion,  I  need  but  refer  to  your  several  engagements  and  lo  my 
contract  with  the  proprietors,  by  which  J  might  long  since  have 
closed  the  thoalre  when  all  hope  of  reimbursing  myself  had  de- 
parted, and  when  1  could  only  continue  the  season  by  a  continuance 
of  loss.  As  a  further  evidence  that  my  motives  were  not  exclu- 
sively selfish,  I  had  pledged  myself,  before  the  opening  of  the 
theatre,  to  Mr.  l'obertson  and  Mr.  Hartley  (and  I  am  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  mentioning  it)  to  pay  to  the  fall  the  salaries  of 
those  performers  who  consented  to  their  reduction,  and  who  con- 
sented to  share  with  me  in  part  the  risk  I  was  venturing  upon.  I 
pledged  myself,  as  those  gentlemen  know,  to  pay  the  full  amount 
at  which  these  salaries  were  previously  rated  before1!  touched  one 
shilling  of  the  prolil  s,  if  any  had  arisen,  upon  the  season.  I  may 
also  refer  to  (lie  principles  on  which  the  theatre  has  been  con- 
ducted, to  show  thai,  my  motives  were  not  altogether  mercenary. 
They  were  in  fact  not  so.  Among  my  motives  the  primary  one 
was  the  wish  to  elevate  my  art,  and  To  establish  an  asylum  for  it 
and  my  brothers  and  sisters  professing  it,  where  they  might  be 
secure  of  equitable  treatment,  of  friendly  consideration,  and,  most 
of  all,  of  that  respect:  which  man  shoal;!  show  to  man,  or,  which  is 
most  important,  which  man  should  show  to  woman.  I  cannot  bo 
so  presumptuous  as  to  suppose  that  I  have  been  able  to  give 
universal  satisfaction;  in  a  largo  establishment  like  this  the 
interests  of  individuals  most  oitm  be  merged  in  that  of  the  com- 
munity, but.  J  may  ask  credit  for  intentiun.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  be  just,  and  though  perhaps  sometimes  I  may  havo  been 
betrayed  into  a  manifestation  of  infirmity  of  temper,  I  have  at 
least  striven  to  make  kinihi^s  go  haod  in  hand  with  justice.  Once 
more  I  must  thank  you ;  but  let  me  indulge  in  one  more  observa- 
tion, which  is,  that  in  no  theatrical  season  I  remember  lias  there 
ever  been  less  discord  between  a.  company  and  its  manager,  a  cir- 
cumstance of  which  we  may  all  be  justly  proud,  and  in  the  honour 
of  which  wo  generally  participate,  in  again  repeating  my  thanks 
to   yon,  1  may  mention   that,  in  a    letter  addressed  to   mo   on 
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business  at  the  ueguming  of  the  season  Tiy  a  gentleman  I  believe 
now  present,  the  wilier  told  me  that  T  was  regarded — yes.  he 
intimated  widely— as  the  actor's  friend  ;  it  was  the  must  gratifying 
character  that  could  be  applied  to  me.  Let  me  believe  that  the 
testimonial  now  before-  mo  may  lie  considered  by  me  as  an  attesta- 
tion of  your  assent  to  the  justice,  of  the  tevm,  and  let  me  intreatof 
you  that  my  name  may  never  be  dissociated  from  the  appellation. 
Thank  you  once  more,  truly  unit  eordisiily  !"  I  shook  hands  with 
those  near  me,  and  left,  the  room.  Slaufiohl,  Knowles,  Foi'ster, 
Iiartley,  &c,  came  into  my  room ;  I  was  pleased  to  hear  that  Mrs. 
II.  Phillips'  and  Power's,  tic,  names  were  inscribed  on  the  salver. 
June  oik. — Read  tho  essay  on  Envy  in  Bacon — endeavouring  to 
examine  myself  by  it. 

June  lth.-~ Spoke  to  Mr.  Anderson  upon  his  Impatience  under 
bad  parts,  and  recommended  him  to  take  all  that  came  without 
question  or  murmur,  as  his  most  certain  way  to  estimation.  He 
was  very  grateful,  and  thanked  me  for  all  I  had  done  for  him. 

June  14(A. — Mr.  Webster  sent  up  his  card  and  came  in.  He 
proposed  an  engagement — asked  me  if  I  would  take  £iiO  per  night. 
I  said  No ;  that  I  did  not  wish  to  act,  and  whuld  take  nothing 
under  *'/>'>  per  night  for  four  nights  per  week  for  iivc  weeks.  He 
said,  "  Well,  Mr.  Macready,  I  will  give  it,"  and  named  the  time— 
the  middle  of  July.  I  told  him  1  would  not  act  Shakespeare's 
tragedies  sit  the  ILiymarket,  to  whieh  he  agreed — Knowles's  phiy 
was  the  object.    Put  him  on  the  free  list. 

Jane  lS(/<.-  Head  the  newspapers  and  saw  Knowles,  who  came 
with  a  letter  from  Lord  John  "h'ussoll  implying  tho  Queen's  in- 
tention of  visiting  the  tlioatre  sifter  the  Coronation.  Dressed  and 
went  to  Freemason's  Tavern  to  the  dinner  given  to  Sir  J.  F. 
Herschel.*  Babbage  had  procured  me  a  very  good  place.  I  saw 
Hawes,  Vivian,  with  whom  I  resumed  acquaintance,  Lardner, 
Warren,  Wilkie,  Heywood.  The  room  filled  completely,  and 
presented  a  brilliant  spectacle  in  itself,  arid  an  interesiing  subject 
for  contemplation  in  the  thought  of  the  quantity  of  mind  shut  up 
within  these  walls  ;  there  were  with  the  Duke  of  Sussex  Lords 
Lansdowne,  Fitzwilliam,  Cawdor,  O\ni;iniown,t  Adare,  North- 
ampton, Burlington.  Sir  J.  Brisbane  (a  distinguished  astronomer), 
Sir  A.  Adam,  die.  Lady  ller.-eliel  and  Mrs.  ^umcrville  were  up  in 
the  gallery.  I  could  not  avoid  thmkin™  of  her  feelings.  Sir  J. 
Ilcrsohcl,  in  reluming  thanks  for  his  health,  proposed  by  the 
Duke  of  Sussex:,  made  si  long  mid,  sis  far  us  1  could  eat  eh  portions 
of  it,  a  very  good  speech.  Sedgwick  in  a  gooit  speech,  if  it  hail 
not  been  so  very  long,  proposed  the  Duke  of  t-ussex.  Lansdowne 
and  others  spoke.  -... .ll.was  pleasant  to  see  haw  rank  sank  before 
the  eternal  j^reatness  of  science. 

*  On  the  occasion  of  his  retnrn  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  he  had 

sprint,  some  liuss  in  rihsnrviti^  tin'  slurs  nf  tin-  »,:nl.h«ir.  1 i  [sphere. — Ed. 

f  Ai't.i;rw;inlj  l.orii  \lasse. — Ed. 
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June  21st. — Was  very  busy  in  arranging  the  expenses  of  the 
company  for  next  season,  when  Uoberlson  came  lo  me  with  the 
report  from  Knowles  and  Captain  Forbes  lo  tin:  effect  that  they 
thought  ray  payment,  placed  ismcli  too  high,  and  their  rent  very 
ranch  too  low.  I  tore  my  papers,  and  assented  to  the  rupture  of 
the  negotiation.  So  ended  my  scheme  for  the  regeneration  of  the 
drama.  Looked  into  Hartley's  room  as  I  passed,  where  he  and 
"Wilhuoti,  were  :  (old  them  of  it,  to  their  great,  consternation. 

June  Thtd.  -"Went  to  theatre,  having  in  In  .1  pondered  on  somo 
scenes  of  Shylock.  Found  Eartley  and  Bobertson  together,  and 
spent  an  hour  or  two  in  talking  over  the  refusal  of  the  proprietors 
to  take  my  offer.  Bartley  uski" L  if  they  would  like  il'iOOO  and  tin; 
two  private  bo\os,  milking  i!s  :0  more,  £2000  being  paid  down  in 
advance,  and  the  resumption  of  their  payments  being  made  about 
Christmas  at  the  rate  of  £210  per  week,  leaving  me  at  liberty  to 
close  at  any  period. 

Acted  Claude  Melnotte  better  than  I  have  overdone;  was  called 
for,  and  received  with  very  groat  cordiality.  Notification  of  my 
election  from  the  Athenaeum.  Club. 

Jhiir  2£>tlt. — Webster  called  and  expressed  the  great  pleasure  he 
should  have,  in  case  of  my  relinquishment  of  Covcnt  Garden,  to 
make  my  cngagi  ment  last  to  the  end  of  his  season  with  Knowles' 
and  Bulwer's  plays. 

J  um:  30*  A. — forst-CI'  Called.  Wrote  out  pari  of  I  lie  closing  speech 
for  Bartley  to  deliver.  Robertson  brought  me  word  that  the  pro- 
prietors agreed  to  the  proposal  .1  had  given  in,  but  wished  some- 
thing definite  about  surplus.  1  told  him  I  would  say  nothing; 
that  I  did  not  intend  to  make  a  gift  to  tliem,  but  if  the  surplus 
should  reach  to  a  high  sura,  say  .CYuOO,  1  should  consider  it  only 
fair  that  they,  as  having  participated  in  the  risk,  should  ho 
considered  in  the  remuneration  ;  that  1  should  send  them  £1000 
on  such  account. 

July  5th. — -Acted  Claude  Melnotte  very  well,  was  called  for,  and 
led  on  Miss  Faucit.     Many  bouquets  were  thrown  on  the  stage. 

The  hist  night  of  my  performance  this  season  at  Covcnt 
Garden.* 

July  6tk.— Went  into  Mrs.  Macready's  box  to  hear  Bartley 
deliver  the  closing  speech.  He  had  said  to  me  a  little  before  that 
it  had  occurred  to  him  the  audience  might  call  fur  me.  1  said  if 
they  did  I  would  instantly  run  out  of  the  theatre,  so  that  ho  might 
with  perfect,  safety  say  1  was  not:  in  it..  The  cheering  was  so  loud 
and  long  on  his  aimooneenicnt  of  my  continuing  in  the  lesseeship. 
that  I  thought,  it  time,  to  decamp,  and  wont  out  of  the  theatre. 

July  It k.— -Leave  London  for  Bans. 

Paris,  July  Vl!.!i.— Went,  to  the  Cymnase,  a  1  lira! re  in  apparently 
a  declining  state,  but  which  ought  not  to  be,  if  only  as  aliording 
scope  to  the  development  of  the  talents  of  Madame  D'Orval,  the 

The  peribrm.-,noca  were  '  Woman's  Wit '  and  '  Fra  Diavolo.'— En 
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best  actress  in  the  domestic  tragedy  that  I  have  seen  since  Miss 
O'Neill.  1  think,  in  her  own  line,  quite  as  good,  though  not  so 
lovely,  aa  that  charming  actress.  She  acted  in  a  piece  called  'La 
BelleScour,' a  married  woman  jealous  oi'  her  sister  ,  it  was admirable 
—it  was  real  in  all  its  varieties. 

l.niiu'on,  Jit'ty  2'Jyl. — "W'ciit  to  the  Hay  market  to  rehearse  Jiitcly  ; 
acted  it  pretty  well. 

July  2H-'k. — 'Lord  Townley  '  at  llayniarket.  Sir  E.  Bulwer 
came  into  my  room,  and  I  talked  with  him  about  a  play  for  next 
season.     He  wains  a  subject,  and  will  go  to  work. 

Auijuii  '6riJ. — "My  mind  was  occupied  for  some  time  in  endea- 
vouring to  compute  my  pecuniary  loss  by  management.  I  find  I 
managed  to  lose,  as  1  first,  ^lioii.^ht,  jmking  li-nm  actual  decrease 
of  capital,  and  absence  of  j -.refit  by  my  labour,  1^,500,  or  measuring 
my  receipt  by  the  previous  year,  £1,800.  It  is  a  painful  subject 
for  mminaiion,  but.  repining  never  amended  misfortune. 

Acted  Townley  ;  was  inueli  pleased  to  mark  the  deep  interest 
which  a  lady  in  the  stage-box.  tool;  in  the.  Inst-  scene  between  Lord 
and  Lady  Townley.  These  arc  i.lie  serf  of  auditors  that  lend  a 
temporary  fas.cinat  ion  to  the  exercise  of  our  art. 

August  W,. —  Acted  Theas  iviih  vigour  and  effect ;  quite  bore  the 
play  on  my  own  strength.  Was  called  for  by  the  audience  ;  went 
on  leading  Mrs.  "Warner,  and  was  very  cordially  received.  Talfourd 
came  into  my  room  in  a  state  of  high  excitement  and  delight; 
was  lavish  in  his  aeknowh  dgments,  and  surprised,  as  he  expressed 
himself,  sit:  the  effect.  1  had  produced. 

Au'junt  20! i:. — Went  to  j;>  Cumberland  Terrace,  and  saw  the 
house,  which  I  liked  very  much.  Mr.  Elton  called  and  spoke  to 
me  about  his  benefit.  I  mentioned  ''The  Bridal,'  and  told  him 
that  I  must  do  things  in  my  own  way,  and  must  be  paid  for  acting; 
that  I  would  not— as  Dr.  Johnson  advised  Mr.  Thrale— give  away 
barrels  of  beer.    He  assented. 

August  V'J:,-d.-  Continued  my  work  on  the  hook  of '  Tiic  Tem- 
pest,' and  agreed  to  take  L>  Cumberland  Terrace  from  15tli 
SepitniU.-r  to  March  -4th,  at  £7  10.'.  per  week. 

Ai:ijvd  Ihiii.-  -Talked  much  with  Ihadwcll  on  the  machinery, 
*c,  oE  'The  Tempest,'  and  on  the  machinery  of  the  theatre  an 
useless. 

August  28.7;.-  -Miss  P.  llorton,  to  whom  L  spoke  about  the  flying 
nf  Ariel,  and  appointed  the  makeis  of  (he  dress  to  call  on  her, 
Busied  with  '  The  Tempest,'  which  much  perplexed  mo  on 
reconsidering  it, 

Aunv.t.t  •JjI./i..— Went  over  the  sctnery  looked  cut:  by  Sicilian 
with  Willmott,  and  had  conversation  with  Bradwcll  about  the 
living  dress  for  Ariel. 

Ait'jvrt  oOli'. — Copied  out  the  cues  anil  business  for 'Tempest ' 
lo  send  to  T.  Cooke  ;  wrote  to  him  and  inclosed  what  I  had  done. 
Arranged  with  Marshall  and  Willmott  Hie  entire  scenery  of  '  The 
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Awp'.it  81  fit. — -Went  to  tlic  city  wiili  Bradwell  and  llrydone  to 
see  the  newly-invented  light,  the  liquid  gas;  was  much  pleased 
with  it,  and  made  au  appointment  with  the  person  for  tomorrow. 
Elton  came  over  to  my  lodgings,  where  J<'orster  had  taken  tea 
with  me,  and  paid  mo  £25.  I  wrote  him  a  kind  letter,  inclosing  a 
cheque  for  £30. 

Septemb-rv  Inf. — Went  over  the  plav  of  'The  Tempest'  with 
Bradwell  ami  Willmott.  A  Mr.  Ash  lord  called,  on  the  part  of  the 
Liquid  Gas  Company  ;  told  me  that  he  had  been  an  old  schooltiJlow 
of  mine  at  Edgell's  preparatory  school  ;  T  remembered  Ids  face, 
not  seen  for  thirty-six  years  at  least.  'The  persons  went  round 
the  theatre,  and  are  to  send  their  practical  men  next  week.  It 
will  he  a  great  reduction  of  expense,  it  it,  can  he  saved.  Received 
a  note  of  acknowledgment  from  Elton. 

E'.tstl'Oiirni',  lS':■^!^'«i,,'■(;.'■  :'.:id. — hose  early,  and  having  UrcaH;is',ed, 
Ac,  went  down  to  Charing  Cross  and  set  out  in  i  lie  Brighton 
Coach.  Used  ir.y  journey,  so  I'm-  as  to  aianse  and  profit  myself,  by 
reading,  first,  the  J.u'r.ran/  Guv-ite,  in  which  the  proceedings  of 
the  Scientific  Association  are  recorded,  head  (In:  greater  part  of 
Miss  Mavtinean's  hook  of  '  Morals  ionl  Manners,'  which  very  much 
pleased  me.  Between  lirighlon  and  Kastbuurne  J  read  over  the 
part  of  Prospero.  found  at  "Eastbourne  my  dear  family  ail 
in  good  health,  for  which  I  truly  and  fervently  thank  God. 
Arranged  my  accounts.  Head  Oxenford's  faree  of  '  Brown,  Jones, 
and  liohinson  -  it  is  humorous,  hot  very  dangerous.  Attended  to 
Nina's  and  Willie's  losson.-,  in  arithmetic.  Attended  to  the  business 
of  tbo  opening  weeks  of  the  theatre.  Searched  through  lists  of 
plays,  cast  plays,  Ac.  Head  and  cut  tho  farce  of  the  'Flitch  of 
Bacon.'  Wrote  to  Talfoitid,  requesting  him  to  asl;  Professor 
Wilson  to  give  a  paper  in  ]ihu:ki^,w.i,  m  fiulfierancu  of  our  enter- 
prise. Went  in  the  evening  with  Catherine,  Lctitia,  and  the 
children  to  Beach y  Head.  Happy  to  see  them  all  so  happy. 
Pleased  with  the  expanse  of  prospect,  and  the  pure  fresh  air  that 
we  inhaled.  Tn  the  evening  read  the  last  three  acts  of  Zouch 
Trough  ton's:  tragedy  o!"  'Clans.,'  which  is  very  clover,  decidedly 
superior  to  the  many  ;  but  I  do  not  think  it.  reaches  tho  point  of 
excellence  that  insures  success. 

tirptirmlier  bih. —  l.ol't  my  dear  Catherine  and  children;  (he  two 
youngest  were  with  us  before  i  set  out,  and  the  three  eldest 
roving  anil  romping  about  the  shingle,  as  wild  as  the  tide  that  was 
(nodding  in  close  to  them. 

My  passengers  were  silent  women,  with  nothing  (o  remark; 
one,  the  youngest,  was  weeping  as  wo  set  out,  and"  affliction,  or 
its  signs,  always  engage  respect,  and  something  like  sympathy. 
JJesuincd  Miss  ."U.irtiijiian's  hook  of  '  Morals,  and  Manners ;' was 
very  much  pleased  with  almost  all  I  read.  I  dissent  from  the  full 
participation  of  manly   employments  and    immunities  which  she 

r, /quires  for  women  in  pur'.,  hut   otherwise  I  think  her  a 

for  truth  and  an  excellent  moralist. 
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Read  over,  for  the  sake  of  mastering  Hi1'  words,  the  character 
of  Prospero;  afterwards  read  that  of  the  Duke  in  '  Measure  for 
Measure.'  On  reaching  London,  drove  to  Cownt  Garden  Theatre, 
where  I  found  my  desk  covered  over  ivi th  letters  and  MSS. 

Jieached  the  liiealre  by  eight  o'clock. 

Tiradwell  had  tlio  experimental  attempt  of  the  (lying  of  Ariel, 
which  seemed  to  answer.  Miss  V.  Horton  called,  and  took  direc- 
tions about  her  dress. 

London,  September  &./i. — Rose  early,  and  arranged  my  clothes 
and  books  to  go  home;  was  at  ("'event  Garden  Theatre  before 
eight  o'clock,  and  went  to  the  paintine.-room.  where  1  had  pome 
speech  with  glommi  on  material  wanted,  and  on  the  hours  of  tho 
men,  which  are  from  hali'-pasi:  fix  to  halt'-pasl-  (ivo  in  summer,  and 
seven  to  five  in  winter.  Wrote  to  thank  Miss  Martineau  for  tho 
book;  to  Buhver  about  his  subject  for  a  play;  shortly  afterwards 
received  a  note  from  him  ;  answered  31.  do  Trestle's  *  kind  letter, 
having  read  the  em  husiasticol  nerval  iraisoi"  Talma  on  (he  dramatic 
art.  Wrote  to  dear  Catherine,  inclosing  her  £15.  Willmott  came, 
and  we  cast  the  pieces  or  the  first  week  :  previously  I  had  sent 
on  tho  advertisement  summoning  the  company  to  assemble. 
Transacted  business  with  lirydone  and  Marshall.  RradwoU  pro- 
posed reading  the  operatic  drama  to  Soilo  and  Willmott,  in  order 
to  save  time. 

Eend  to  my  listeners  the  adaptation  of  Kutzehue's  '  Happy 
Family,' which  they  liked  very  much.  Willmott  thought  that  I 
ought  to  play  the  jiart  of  .Hans  Karlstein  ;  I  (eel  I  hat  it  is  yielding 
a  groat  opportunity  to  another  actor,  but  unless  I  am  to  act  every 
night,  myself,  and  wish  no  one  to  be  seen  but  myself— a  selfish 
engrossment  of  opportunity  that  would  recoil  upon  myself— I 
must  give  chanees  to  those  whom  I  employ  ;  I  must  be  sincerely 
high-minded,  or  I  have  no  business  In  my  place.  There  will  bo 
enough  Cor  me  io  do,  and  I  must  strive  harder  for  my  own 
superiority  of  place. 


the  rheumatic  pains  in  my  left  leg.  Gave  the  whole  evening,  after 
a  walk  round  the  garden,  to  searching  for  a  subject  forBulwer. 

London,  September  1  It/;.-—  "Weill  (o  the  painting-room,  spoke  with 
Marshall  on  business,  and  then  to  Brad  well's  room  to  inspect  his 
model  of  the  opening  of '  The  Tempest.'  Mr.  "Vamb  iiholf  called, 
and  had  some  conversation  wii.li  him  ;  signed  his  articles  with  him, 
Business  with  "WiKuietl.  j.Joliortson,  and  ] in-done  upon  Sloman's 
expenses,  &c. :  Miss  I'.  Ilorlon  and  'i iradwell :  Merle,  who  brought 
Loiter,  and  it  was  settled  with  him  he  was  to  compose  the  music 
for  the  operatic  drama  ;  Mr.  Young,  with  tho  opening  of  the  pan to- 

*  M.  de  Frtsni',  a  stiiit.!™)!iti  widi  kmevii  in  <.-fH i-inl  ;rad.  litornrv  society  io 
Pin-is,  and  Secrc"taivc-f Sen e"r:il  in  tie;  department  (it  tho  Prcioclure.of  the  Seine, 
under  the  Restoration.  Ho  hud  an  airectioaate  frieadsliip  for  Macready,  and 
frequently  corresponded  with  him., — Ed. 
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mime.  Haynes  also  wont  minutely  into  tho  subject  of  the  altera- 
tion of  Lis  play;  afterwards  Torster  called;  then  wrote  a  few 
lines  to  Catherine,  Answered  Mr.  Bell.  Looked  over  and  cut 
finally  the  operatic  drama.  Tiead  the  opening  of  the  pantomime, 
Forster  and  Cattennolo  dined  with  me  at  the  theatre. 

HcpUmbc.r  i'Mi'i. — Miitle  out  a  preface  for  Hie  announcement  of 
season.  "Went  out  to  call  on  Wallace,  and  felt  quite  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  lading  a  little  exercise.  Looked  in  at.  a  print-shop 
and  looked  over  a  Trench  publication  of  the  Versailles  Gallery; 
thought  it  might  ho  serviceable  as  a  reference  for  costume,  but 
paused  upon  the  price.  Went  on  to  Wallace.  Talked  over  with 
him  Haynes's  play  and  the  affairs  of  the  season.  Required  his 
assistance  in  the  matter  of  the  opening-advertisement;  left  with 
him  that  which  I  had  drawn  out,  and  promised  to  rend  him  the 
newspaper  containing  our  previous  bulletins.  Returning,  called 
on  Kenney;  spoke  to  him  about  Marguerite,  with  which  he  is 
proceeding  at  Co  vent  Garden  Theatre.  Found  Miss  TTorton  prac- 
tising her  flight.  liusiue.ss  with  Hrydone,  L'obcrtson,  who  gavo 
me  his  accounts,  ite..  Bradwell,  it  p..  Settled  easts  of  plays  with 
Willmott,  Welsh  called  and  paid  mo  £100.  Consented  to  Strick- 
land's performance  on  our  first  Saturday,  and  to  his  and  Miss 
Taylor's  names  appcariug  in  oar  announce  men  t,  without  which  I 
would  not  publish  them. 

.September  Yith. — Went  to  Covent  Garden,  where  I  iimuediate.ly 
entered  on  the  business  that  was  wailing  for  mo.  Letters  from 
Bulwer  about  subject;  Home,  about  an  annuity  to  be  subscribed 
for  .Leigh  Hunt,  to  which  my  name  was  given  for  i!5 ;  from  Wade 
about  his  play,  &c.  Much  business  was  before  mo,  and  occupied 
me  variously  through  the  day  ;  the  price  of  work  was  settled  ;  tho 
ladies'  rooms  appointed  and  settled;  the  private  limes,  lobbies, 
and  whole  part  of  the  theatre  inspected,  and  fioally  settled  as  fo 
its  cleaning,  Ac.  The  expenses  of  the  men's  wardrobe  reduced, 
and  alteration  made  as  to  the  lighting  ;  to  reduce  still  more  the 
expenses,  question  about  the  laundry  work-  still,  still  imposition! 
Scene  room,  wardrobe,  carpenter's  room;  business  with  all;  cast 
pieces  and  made  out  the  bill  for  first  night. 

September  'IVh—  Uegan  the  day  with  packing  up  things  for  the 
theatre  ;  looked  over  my  children's  sums,  and  read  in'JIamlct.' 
Went  to  Covent  Garden  Theatre,  where  X  attended  the  rehearsal  of 
'High  Life,'  and  the  play  of '  Coriolanus.'  Arranged  and  read  iny 
letters,  giving  several  to  Siale  and  hoberlson  to  answer,  answering 
others  myself.  Spoke  with  Marshall  on  business,  and  was  fully 
occupied  each  moment  ot  the  day.  Thought  of  what  I  would  say 
if  I  were  to  be  called  on.  Regan  to  unpack  my  portmanteau,  and 
to  arrange  my  wardrobe,  Ac.  in  my  room.  Dressed  myself  and 
prepared  for  tho  play.  After  'God  save  the  Queen'  there  was  a 
general  call  for  myself.  I  went  down  from  the  box,  and  returned 
flurried,  prepared  to  go  on  ;  tho  reception  of  the  audience  was 
most  enthusiastic.  I  said  that  I  was  at  a  loss  to  thank  them  for 
the  compliment.     I  hoped  my  exertions  would  prove  I  he  estimation 
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I  set  upon  their  kind  opinion,  that  jinii'i/ssions  were  of  little  avail, 
and  therefore  I  would  only  assure  llieui  thot  uiirumittingzpal,  piod 
intentions,  and  pond  fo.it ii  sdiould  bo  my  rules  of  conduct  in  the 
establishment.  I  was  to  play  Coriolii-nus,  which,  is  certainly 
beautiful.  Biihvfi-  tamo  and  sat  it  out  with  me;  he  talked  of  a 
subject  on  which  he  is  thinking.     A  full  house." 

*  Notice  had  been  given  of  the  reopening  of  the  theatre  by  the  following 

THEATRE  ROYAL  COVENT  GARDEN. 


;e  that  this 
opened 

on   Monday,   September   2ilh,    1838. 

In  entering  upon  this  second,  and  to  him  most  serious,  experiment,  ha  will 
only  say  the  same  views  with  which  he  undertook  the  conduct  of  this  estab- 
lishment last  seas.!-  will  lie  riiiuu-cJ  up,  and  his  mure  specific  pledges  will 
continue  to  be  strictly  fulfilled. 

No  eiertion  will  be  spared  in  presenting  the  National  Drama,  whether  as  a 
branch  of  literature  or  as  a  depa/:::icat  of  art,  with  every  advantage. 

The  revival  of  the  standard  plays  of  Shakespeare  in  the  genuine  test  of  the 
Poet  will  be  persevered  in  with  increased  activity,  and  without  regard  to 
eipcnse  in  attaining  the  utmest  iidenty  of  historic  illustration. 

New  pieces  will  he  bwnght  out  in  quick  succession,  with  the  same  attenlion 
tn  decoration,  especially  pieces  of  such  a  cnaracier  as  to  depend  mainly  upon 
intrinsic  attractions ;  ami  ii;o  sysic.n  of  abslahiing  f'om  c.lt  usas;;  orated  and 
delusive  announcements  in  the  play-hills  will  be  rigidly  adhered  to. 


THE  COMPANY  OF  THE  SEASON  CONSISTS  OF 

Messrs. 

Andersoh, 

Fraser, 

Roberts, 

AYLIFFE, 

IlARLET, 

BiBTLEY, 

Strickland, 

G.  Bennett, 

Lefflee, 

C.  J.  Sjirrn, 

Bedford, 

TlLBURY, 

Burnett, 

Maceeady, 

Vandenhoff, 

Bender, 

Meadows, 

F.    VlNIHG, 

COLLETT, 

T.  Mathews, 

Waede, 

DlDDEAR, 

Piielts, 

Waldron, 

ElOT, 

W.  H.  Payne, 
Mesdames 

Yaenold,  &c. 

W.  CLIFFORD, 

Gaeeick, 

Srr.r.i:, 

Chaej.es, 

P.  Horton, 

East, 

IIUMBY, 

Vandkn  norF, 

Helen  Faitcit, 

E.  Phillips, 

Warmer, 

Kaibbbotheb, 

EAiNFor.Tn, 

WOETLI.Y,  HO, 

Acting  Manajcr,  Mh.  Serle. 
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Seiilcrrib-r  2'i.h. — IVcut  to  Coveiit  Gu.nl en  Theatre,  where  I  tried 
to  sit  through  '  J'nuvn.  Jones,  and  Jhiiiinson;  hut  could  not;  it 
was  so  flatly  acted  lb;u  t  could  sit  no  longer.  Vent  into  my  room 
and  read  over  the  farce  called  "  Jealousy.'  The  piece  of  Brown, 
Jones,  &c.,  was  finished  among  contending  voices.  It  is  the  same 
as  d— d. 

September  28i^.- — Settled  business  wi:h  Serle  and  AVillmot-t,  de- 
ciding en  not  acting  'The  Tempest '  till  Saturday  fortnight.  The 
newspapers  let  off  our  farce  very  gently  indeed:  used  it  much 
better  than  its  representation  deserved.  Came  home.  After 
dinner  went  over  I'rospero  villi  Catherine. 

Serif  ember  lilt);/),— Catherine,  this  riioniiiig,  before  I  rose,  told  me  of 
the  death  of  my  dear  and  valued  frk-Aul.  Jane  llertley  :  it  is  most  sad 
and  mournful  to  think  that.  1  never  shall  see  this  loved  friend  again. 
In  my  youth  her  friendship  and  advice  irav  a  Mi;.j:orr  and  comfort 
to  me.  She  is  one  of  those  whose  iuiercsl  seeiued  identified  with 
my  existence.  The  will  of  the  .Almighty  1'oiver  that  controls  and 
directs  us  breaks  up  these  fantasies,  and  leads  us  from  our  own 
imaginings  to  the  conviction  of  I  lie  more  temporary  abode  which 
this  world  is — an  inn  upon  ihe  eternal  course  we  have  to  run.  God 
bless  her  spirit,  my  dear,  dour  friend!  The  desk  on  which  I  am 
writing  was  her  gift,  which  now  will  he  quite  dear  to  me;  a 
memorial  of  one  of  the  kindest  and  most  attached  of  friends. 
Yah. 

October  lit.— Rose  early,  and,  after  looking  over  my  dear  children's 
lessons,  turned  over  the  leaves  of  'Hamlet,'  about  which  I  felt 
very  doubtful  and  uneasy.  Bade  good-bye  to  my  children  and 
Catherine  with  depression-  that  was  a.  misgiving.  Went  to  the 
theatre,  where  I  was  annoyed  by  finding  my  orders  and  intentions 
completely  frustrated  through  the  n;do!cnec  and  ignoraneo  of 
the  persons  employed;  the  closet  scene,  which  I  had  intended 
to  be  a  beautiful  effect,  was  necessarily  left  in  its  original  state, 
Rehearsed  the  play  very  feebly  ami  unsatisfactorily  ;  in  one  or  two 
places  I  proved  to  myself  that  I  could  act  the  character  well  if  I 
could  only  throw  myself  heartily  and  natural  ly  Into  it.  Looked  at 
my  letters.  Lay  down  in  my  bed,  which  1  was  obliged  to  make 
up  with  cloaks,  &c. 

Eoso  almost  hopeless,  nerved  myself  as  T  dressed,  and  acted 
Hamlet  perhaps  altogether  as  well  as  I  have  ever  done ;  was 
very    cordially   received,   and   called   on    afterwards   with    much 

October  Sth.— Went  to  Covent  Garden  Theatre;  attended  to 
business  in  the  painting-room  and  stage,  &e.  Superintended  the 
rehearsal  of  the  ihrec  last  acts  of  '  The  Tempest-.'  Head  came  to 
mo  to  go  over  again  the  dresses  I  had  arranged  on  Saturday.  Lay 
down,  slept,  and  thought  of  'Hamlet;'  acted  Hamlet,  in  parts  toler- 
ably well.  His  advice  to  the  players  I  never  gave  so  well;  was 
called  for  and  well  received  by  the  audience.    Settled  again  the 


clothes  for  '  The  Tempest '  with  Head. 


Hcsled  by  GOOgk 


Macready't  Diaries. 


October  9th. — Attended  the  night  rehearsal  of  'The  Tempest,' 
ivith  the  scenery  of  which  T  was  lieiaineil  till  half-past  two  o'clock. 
Went  to  hed  about  half-past  three,  and  read  Prospero  till  past 
four. 

October  lQtli. — Very  much  fatigued,  in  fact  rather  overworked. 
Went  to  the  theatre,  and  attended  to  the  relicarsal  of  the  words  of 
'The  Tempest:'  disiressod  tn  1'md  i*iyr=f-ii'  so  imperfect  in  the  words 
of  Prospero.  Spoke  with  Marshall  about  some  very  important 
alteration  in  the  scenery  of '  The  Tempest,'  and  settled  it  with  him 
and  Brad  well. 

October  lli.'i. — Lay  in  bed  to  recover  my  exhausted  frame  from 
the  wearing  efforts  of  the  late  hard  labour.  Head  Prospero,  and 
repeated  it  to  Catherine  before  I  rose,  being  comfortably  perfect 
in  the  words.     Dined  with  the  children,   and  alter  dinner   read 

I  Othello.' 

Went  to  Coven  f  Garden  Theatre.  Looked  at  Idlers  and  parcels. 
Acted  Othello  very  fairly,  eon  side  ring   Ilic   quantity  on  my  mind. 

Much  annoyed  by  hearing  some,  one,  hissing  Mr.  F in  his  song 

in  the  '  Cabinet.'  An  actor  should  not  be  a  manager,  one  duty  is 
quite  enough. 

Odubsr  1'J.th. — Tile  entire  day,  from  eleven  in  the  morning  until 
past  one  at  night,  devoled  to  the  rehearsal  of '  The  Tompest,'  with 
the  effect  of  which  1.  am  by  no  means  satisfied. 

Odvimr  13 ■!.■'). — Went  to  Covent.  Kaiilen  Tliea.i  re.  Attended  to  the 
business  of  the  day.  Rehearsed  the  play,  and  made  some  valuable 
alterations.  Received  letters,  one  informing  me  that  the  writer,  a 
creditor  of  Mr.  W -,  would  arrest  him,  anil  prevent  his  perform- 
ance this  evening  if  I  did  not  "intercede"  and  settlo  the  debt. 
Business.  Read  Prospero  as  well  as  I.  could  ;  acted  it  as  well  as  I 
could — but  how  could  I  act  it  well  with  the  excitement  and  load  of 
such  a  production  on  my  mind '!  Was  greatly  received.  Called  for 
after  the  play,  and  received  again  wiili  enthusiasm.  Dickens  and 
Forster  went  to  our  box.     Gave  largess  to  the  carpenters.* 

Odobc-r  llt/i. — Could  not  recover  myself  from  the  excitement  of 
last,  night.  The  scenes  of  the  storm,  the  flights  of  Ariel,  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  ihe  house-  were  constantly  recurring  to  mo. 

Octvbi'r  lo//i.— Went  to  the  theatre,  where  1  saw  the  newspapers, 
which  renewed  the  excitement  that  1  thought  had  subsided.  I 
tried  to  tranquillisc  myself,  but  vainly.  Tins  is  not  a  life  to  live 
tor  one  who  wishes  to  improve  himself  by  living — it  is  a  tompest 
itself. 

October  l&h. — Went  to  Covent  Garden  Theatre.    Mr.  Tandenhoff 

*  The  cast  of  the  firm  i:i  11:1 1  t'liaracti.'V.i  i:i  '  Trie  Tnn]:r-.\'  as  broil  jilt  cnit  by 

Miicroady,  was :  Ainazn,   Mr.  Wardo  ;  Seiiis'ian,  Mr.  DUJoar  ;   1'respern,  Mr. 

II  unready ;  Antoiii.i,  11  r,  l'ln.'!jis  ;  ferdinand,  Hi-.  An-.! or.- or.  ;  Ciiiiinii,  Mr.  C. 
Ilminett  ;  Trintulo,  Mr.  Hark".' ;  Siq;hian,  Mr.  JJartlav  ;  Miramh,  Hiss 
Helen  Faurjit;  Ariel,  Miss  P.  Horton  ;  lrh,  Mrs.  Serlo;  .licit.,  Jliis  ha  in  forth. 
The  music  was  selected  from  the  ivi.ris  of  l'lirceli,  Lint..)-,  aail  Dr.  Aino 
—Ed. 
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Bpoke  to  mo,  trying  to  prot  released  from  acting  Colonel  Neville* 
on  Saturday.  I  did  not  give  way.  Attended  to  the  rehearsal  ol 
'Jealousy'  and  'The  Foresters'  until  nearly  three  o'clock.  En- 
gaged Mr.  Tlla.nehiird  fur  the  pantomime.  Mr.  I'mmjr  called  villi 
part  of  the  opening  of  Ihc  pantomime.  Serle  and  Willmott  on 
business.  Acted  1'rospero  very  roughly  was  called  for,  and  led 
on  Miss  P.  Horton.     Spoke    to  "Willmott  about  inaccuraeies  ;  to 

Mr.  W about  his  probable  anv-r,  of  which  I  hud  been  apprised 

by  Notter.     Would  not   permit  the   sheriffs  ollicer  to  enter  the 

theatre,  nor  would  T  consent  to  .Mr.  W 's  request  to  let  him 

through  the  private  boxes. 

October  11th. — My  cold  very  bad;  kept  to  in y  bed  till  time  to 
dress  for  the  theatre.  Went  twice  over  Ifuthven.  Marked  and 
arranged  it  in  my  mind  tor  TTayncs's  alteration.  Acted  Claude 
Melnotte  pretty  well,  considering  my  cold.  Called  for  and  well 
received  by  the  audience.  Business  after  the  play.  Hastened 
home,  and  to  bed. 

Oel.nh.-r  lSth. — 'Lay  in  bed,  snU'cring  from  severe  cold.  Cut  the 
play  of  'The  Foresters 'and  look  ii  with  me  to  the  theatre  ;  super- 
intended the  rehearsal  till  I  could  stay  no  longer.  Saw  Serle, 
Willmott,  Brydone,  &c,  on  business.  Was  obliged  to  lie  down 
and  think  of  Othello,  to  which  my  cold  rendered  me  very  unequal. 
Acted  it.  pretty  well,  and  was  called  for  by  the  audience  and  warmly 
received.     'Went  hone  and  took  a  warm  bath. 

October  19(A. — Put  leeches  on  my  throat,  and  whilst  they  were 
adhering  read  the  romantic  play  translated  by  Mrs.  Sloman,  which 
promises  very  well.  Hose,  ami  went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  gave 
groat  attention  to  the  rehearsal  of  'The  Foresters.'  Saw  through- 
out the  play  of  *  The  Foresters,'  which  was  most  excellently  got 
np — not  altogether  acted  to  my  satisfaction,  but  generally  it  went 
well,  but  wily  well. 

uduiirr  2W.ii.-  --Chest  indisposed.  "Went  to  the  theatre:  attended 
to  I  he  rehearsal  of  '  Jealousy ;' afterwards  to  business  with  Marshall 
about  the  pantomime.  Consulted  with  Serle,  Willmott,  Robertson, 
Brydone.  Tired,  not  well.  Went,  over  pari  of  1'rospcro,  and  slept- 
a  littlo  in  my  room.  Acted  it :  how  can  I  act  at  all  ?  Called  for 
by  the  audience;  led  on  Miss  P.  Horton.  Farce  of  'Jealousy' 
went  fairly.  Fear  or  five  base  wretches,  at  the  most,  tried  to  get 
up  a  row  against  it ;  I  would  not  succumb  to  it,  but  sent  on  Mr. 
Yanfionliof)',  who  pave  it.  out  very  triumphantly. 

Odober  Tin.'!.—  My  throat  very  much  irritated,  myself  fevered, 
not  knowing  what  to  do  about  playing  lo-night:  sent  a  note  to 
Dr.  t'lliofson  for  prescription.  Looked  at  the  papers.  Mr.  Pope 
called,  strongly  recommended  me  not  to  play.  Wrote  a  note  to 
Serle  to  provide  a  substitute  in  Yandenhnit'  or  Kit  on.  Humphries 
riot  having  returned,  could  not  send  it,  and  feeling  a  littlo  better 
resolved  to  play.  Head  '  Hamlet.,'  and  slept.  Pose  and  went  to 
the  theatre;  my  table  covered  with  notes  and  papers;  could  not 
*  Id  a  new  piece  called  '  Jeid'iiisy,'— Ed, 
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open  one,  except  the  bos  account,  which  I  found  very  nearly  as 
good  as  last  Monday.     Acted  as  well  as  my  weakness  would  let 

rac  ;  was  called  to:',  mid  loudly  received. 

Oct(Mr  2it!i. — Fetter  from  Knitter  informing  nio  that  ho  had 
made  out  the  rough  sketch  of  a  play,  an  'iMuiioal  comedy,  on  tho 
subject  of  Kioliuliou.      I  answered  him,  delighted  at  the  news. 

XoucmLer  ;>lli.-  -Acted  Macbeth  pretty  well:  was  culled  for  arid 
well  received.  Looked  at  some  of  the  scones  of  (bis  play.  The 
putting  of  this  tragedy  on  the  stage  is  perfectly  beautiful ;  it  is 
what  every  one  should  go  to  pec     they  will  never  fee  it  again. 

Kovnnlmr  1th,— Went  to  the  theatre,  where  business,  as  usual, 
awaited  me.  Looked  al  pari  of  '  Iioyul  Oak'  on  the  stage.  Held 
a  council  of  Brad  well,  Marshall,  and  Young  on  tho  scene  effects 
of  the  pantomime  ;  they  assented  to  tho  things  proposed,  and  are 
to  bring  sketches  on  Saturday. 

November  Hth, — 1  slept  for  weariness.  Aeted  Prospero  pretty 
well;  was  called  for,  and  well  received.  Forstev  came  into  my 
room  and  proposed  on  Ihe  part  of  Dickens  tho  dramatisation  of 
'Oliver  Twist,'  with  Dickens'  name.  Nothing  can  he  kinder 
than  this  generous  intention  of  Dickons,  but  I  fear  it  is  not 
acceptable. 

A'vt!:->itber  Wi. — Locked  to   the  newspapers,   and  read  over  the 

Sirt  of  Rutliven,  which  1  fear  1  oannoi  make  sntUoicntly  effective, 
neasy  about  it,  and  the  difficulty  in  which  the  want  of  strong 
novelty  places  us.  Forster  sent  me  the  volumes  of  'Oliver  Twist,' 
which  I  looked  carefully  [broach-  -occupied  me  more  than  the 
whole  day. 

Xoii-jmbf.i-  10.;/,.. — Forster  aad  Dickens  called  ,  and  told  them  of  the 
litter  impracticability  of  '  Oliver  Twist'  for  any  dramatic  purpose. 
Had  a  long  consultation  about  tho  expediency  of  choosing  ■  Itizisio  ' 
or  '  Marino  Faliero.'     Could  not  decide. 

November  llth.~ Eead  the  death  of  Bizzio  to  Catherine  and 
Letty:  the  effect  was  heaviness  and  tediousuess.  Wightwiek, 
Browning,  and  I  ■.  Bnckpill  dined  with  us. 

Xrivnm!icrl2th.—\\:tmt  to  the  theatre,  where  the  rehearsal  of 
the  'Royal  Oak'  was  going  on.  1  could  not  attend  to  it,  being 
occupied  with  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  what  was  to  be 
done  in  the  case  of  the  play  of  the  death  of  Kizzio.  r-erle  took  it, 
to  read,  and  I  wrote  to  Haynes,  appointing  him  to  call  and  talk  of 
it  to-morrow.  Scrle  gave  his  opinion  that  it  could  not  succeed, 
and  that  the  author  ought  to  re-write.  Lay  down,  wearied,  and 
slept;  could  not  think.  After,  Kuluvr  call'  d.  und  promised  to  send 
his  play  of  'Kicbclicu  'up  to  Cumberland  Terrace.  Aeted  M~Mcbeth 
but  indifferently,  not  altogether  well;  was  called  for  hy  tho 
audience  and  well  received  ;  buv  must  be  careful.  Found  Bulwer's 
play  at  homo  ;  sat  up  till  half-past  two  to  read  it. 

Nii'.^mh'.-.r  IV-li. — Read  tlie  two  ael.s  of  Jerr eld's  play,  with  which 
I  was  much  pleased.  Went  to  Go  vent  Garden  Theatre,  and 
attended  to  the  rehearsal  of  the  '  Itoyal  Oak  ;'  gave  roach  attention 
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to  it.    Spoke  -willi  Serle  about,  .Terrobl,  and  gave  him  an  order 
for  £50  upon  Lis  play.    Spoke  to  Marshall  about  models  for 

AuvsnilxrlStl;. — Bead  ^renter  piirf  of  HiuVoi-'s  play  of '  Eiclielieu,' 
which,  though  cxeirlhiiit  iu  parts,  is  deficient  in  the  important 
point  of  continuity  oi"  interest,  t  should  also  say  that  the  cha- 
raelor  is  not  "  servatwt  ad  imum." 

Acted  Prospero  very  fi.-rl ily  and  hioffeof  Ivoly.  Was  called  for 
and  well  received.  Serie,  liobcrison,  and  Brydone  came  into 
my  room  and  remained  long,  speahhig  of  what  was  to  bo  done. 
Henrietta  Slierrett  was  with  (.'aiherine-  -took  her  home.  At 
home  read  some  scenes  in  the  latter  part  of  'Eiclielieu,'  which 
are  not  effective.  I  fear  the  play  will  not  do — cannot  be  made 
effective. 

Auu'.-mber  lWli.—  -Mr.  Moulrrie.  of  Shrewsbury,  called  and  gave 
ine  a  very  friendly  invitation  to  his  house  in  Worcestershire. 
Afterwards  read  '  Richelieu '  to  Catherine  and  Lotitia,  makihg 
short  notes,  and  suggesting  alterations  as  I  went  along,  "Went  to 
theatre,  where  f  opened  notes;  gave  them  for  answers.  Settled 
with  Mr.  Anderson  for  'Ion,'  for  next  Friday.  Query  —  Will 
Talfourd  be  pleased  or  displeased  '■>.  Signed  the  bills  of  the  week. 
November  Yitli.—  Called  on  Bulwer,  and  talked  over  the  play  of 
'Eiclielieu.'  He  combated  iiiy~oT?jceiiu];s,  ami  acceded  to  them,  as 
Eisjudgment  swayed  him  ;  but  when  1  developed  the  object  of  the 
whole  plan  of  alterations  he  was  in  ecstasies.  I  never  saw  him  so 
excited,  several  times  exclaiming  ho  was  "enchanted"  with  the 
plan,  and  observed  in  high  spirits,  "  What  a  fellow  you  are!"  He 
was  indeed  delighted.  J.  left  him  the  play,  and  lie.  promised  to  let 
me  have  it  in  a  week  !  He  is  a  wonderful  man.  Left  him  to  go  to 
the  theatre,  where  I  caught  the  new  piece*  in  rehearsal,  which 
I  did  not  much  like.  Mr.  Soharff  called,  to  whom  I  gave  the 
freedom  of  the  I  heal  re,  to  entourage  him  as  an  artist. 

November  lSth.—Sir  E.  Bulwer  called,  and  showed  mc  two  scenes, 
good  ones,  that  he  had  already  written.  Settled  the  plot  of  tho 
remainder. 

November  20lh.— Bead  '  Cinq  Mars '  in  bed.  Letters  from  Mrs. 
Jameson  warmly  complimenting  me  on  my  revival  of  'Tho 
Tempest.' 

November  21.-/— Sent  back  'Cinq  Mars,'  with  a  note  of  in- 
vitation to  Bulwer.  Bead  a  short:  account,  of  JiiehelieuinDTsraeli. 
Bulwer  called,  bringing  with  him  the  completed  'Eiclielieu.' 
Scevodd  rjhul  to  come,  hero  on  Sunday. 

November  22nd.— Thought  over  '  Eiclielieu '—do  not  yet  see 
*  A  farce,  celled  '  Chaos  is  cmik  a  rain,  or  tins  Kate.  Ball." — Ed. 
i  Jlr.  George  Seharf,  whose  early  production,  under  the  modest  title  of. 
Mtecollccfions  (if  the  Scenic  hiiei.ts  of  Covciit  Garden  Theatre  during  the 
Season  18:!8-fl.'  tfivus  an  admiral,;  noti'iu  of  the  scene- rv  and  sta?e  grriujiiiii; 
of  the  plays  m-jdme.l  under  ll.naaa.dv's.  m;-.r;.ioenifiit  at  Covclit  tiarden 
Theatre— Ed. 
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my  way  into  it.     Marked   the  first   act   for  cutting,   snatched  a 

hasty  dinner,  and  went  to  tins  theatre.  Saw  H  'tie  on  his  business 
of  William  Tell' ;  sunt  a  note  io  Mrs.  Tallburd,  will]  a  private  box 
for  Friday  night.  Pooke  called  with  the  VJji-eMo  of  his  opera. 
liobertson  read  and  marked  tho  second  act  of  'Uichclieu.*  Very 
much  fatigued.  Note  of  thanks  from  Chant rey.  L'rydono  on 
business.  Slept  fur  ab.mt  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Acted  Prospero 
feebly.     Called  for  and  well  received  by  the  audience. 

K<jvcmb:-r  2?.rri. — Thought  over  '  Richelieu  '  before  T  rose.  I! end 
and  marked  the  3rd  act.  Went  to  theatre,  reading  '  Richelieu'  by 
the  way.  lleccivod  note  from  Ilr.  Elliotson  inviting  me  to  an 
exhibition  of  phenomena  in  animal  ungnet  ism  on  Sunday  next;  he  is 
infatuated  on  this  subject.  Business  with  Conko  and  Bcrle  ;  with 
Knowles,  settling  what  was  undetermined  In  '  William  Tell';  with 
Marshall,  settling  the  remaining  scenes  of  'William  Tell';  with 
Brydone,  signing  tho  bills  for  the  week. 

November  'Zitk.— Read  and  cut  the  1th  act  of  '  Uichclieu.*  "Went 
to  theatre,  reading  ■  "h'icbelicu,' and  attended  to  the  rehearsal  of 
tho  'Agreeable  Surprise.' 

Ni.wmbii!-  'liitk.  -Went  to  tho  tiieatro;  business  with  Scrle,  with 
Willmott,  Ac.  Marshall  came  in  on  business.  Head  over  lago; 
bat  this  labour  of  management,  lids  labour  engrossing  all  one's 
time  and  thought — fine's  board  and  pillow  is  incompatible  with 
success  and  improvement  in  my  art.     I  acted  lago  ill. 

November  21ih,— Wrote  to  IJulwer  in  answer  to  his  note,  ex- 
pressing to  him  how  foremost  in  my  consideration  was  his  reputa- 
tion; that  his  play  would  have  been  valuable  from  any  other 
person,  but  that  it  would  not  serve  his  interest,  whether  in  re- 
ference to  his  literary  fame,  his  station,  or  his  political  position. 
Acted  Prospero  rather  better  than  I  have  lately  done,  but  was  not 
called  on.  Bulwcr  came  into  my  room,  and  in  a  very  warm 
manner  expressed  himself  most  gratiiied  with  my  note,  and  much 
obliged.  He  sat  and  talked  about  '  Richelieu,'  and  left  me  the 
note  (a  very  valuable  one)  that  lie  had  written  to  me. 

Novcmb-r  ZSth. — Rehearsal  of  'William  Tell;'  spoke  to  Read 
about,  dresses,  to  Young  about,  the  pantomime,  several  scenes  of 
which  I  read,  disapproving  of  some  relfoeting  on  the  Queen's 
partiality  to  foreigners  and  Lord  Melbourne's  stay  at  "Windsor. 

No'.v-rhbir  30f  ■'<.-■ -Acted  Werner,  not  by  any  means  to  my  own 
satisfaction.  The  incessant  occupation  of  my  mind  in  tho 
management  does  not  allow  me  to  do  justice  to  my  acting.  I  was 
extremely  displeased  with  myself,  although  the  general  opinion 
would  have  induced  me  to  think  differently ;  but  I  know  when  I 
act  with  truth,  energy  and  fiaish.  Was  called  for,  and  very  warmly 
received. 

D<:ce.mb;r  M. — Gave  the  whole  morning  to  compressing  and 
correcting  the  pantomime.  "Wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  Weekly 
Dispatch,  striking  that  paper  oil' the  free  list. 

Ikc^nber    8t!i.— Note   from    Bulwer    with   his    play,   which    I 
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Favourable  opinions  ae  to  'Richelieu.' 


read;  it  is  greatly  improved,  but  still  not  quite  to  the  point  of 


December  lf'tb.  Wrote-  notes  of  invitation  to  Browning,  Fox, 
Rintonl,  Wallace,  II.  Smith.  Ulnae  hard,  a;.kiiig  them  to  dine  and 
Lear  Bulwer's  play  on  Sunday. 

December  \Ath .-  Acted  William  Tell  as  well  as  I  could,  Suffering 
from  low  spirits,  "Was  called  for  and  very  well  received  by  the 
audicneo.     Henry  Smith  came  into  my  room  and  sat  for  sometime. 

December  l(i (A .--Attended  to  my  accounts,  and  then  gave  tbe 
whole  morning  to  the  conclusion  of  the  marking  of 'Richelieu.' 
Henry  Smith  and  Seilo  called  [l:-st.  ilu-n  Hrov,tiine\  !<' ox,  Elan  chard, 
and  Lane  to  hear  the  reading  of  the  play.  I  told  them  that  no 
one  must  Speak  duriii-L"  ihe  juticcs-s,  g:ive  pcisHJs  Find  paper  to  each, 
with,  which  they  were  severally  i.o  vuit.e  down  their  opinions.  The 
play  was  listened  to  with  the  deepest  interest,  and  the  opinions,  all  of 
which  were  favourable,  were  given  in.  V  then  speke  to  them  indi- 
vidually, and  endeavoured  t.o  jvnin  their  pree:.-.e  opinions  more  in 
detail.  Mrs.  Serle,  MissP.irort.un, Mr. and  Mrs.P.Cooke,Mr."Vining, 
and  Mr.  Sloman  came  afterwards  to  dinner  ;  spent  a  cheerful  even- 
ing: music  afterwards.    "Wrote  an  aw- ■nut  ol'  (he  result  to  Bulwer. 

Ikcemb'-r  1H(A.--I,ooked  tbruutrh  the  play.;  of  Shakespeare  (o 
discover  if  any  others  could  he  available  for  revival.  Decided  that 
'King  Richard  III.,*  and  afterwards  perhaps  'King  Henry  V.,' 
were  the  only  ones.  Looked  at  Scblegel's  remarks  on  Richard, 
Read  through  and  consider;  i.bU-  reduced  the  new  drama  to  be  read 
to-morrow. 

Went  to  Covcnt  Garden.  Acted  Rrospero  languidly.  Was 
called  for  and  well  received.  Looked  through  the  whole-  list  of 
plays  to  discover  some  that  might  be  made  serviceable;  found 
very,  very  few,  anil  those  ol"  very  little  promise.  Remained  after 
all  were  gone  to  see  the  ek'eris  of  two  of  t lie  scenes  in  (ho  Biorama 
—was  disappointed  in  them.  They  will  not.  answer  the  expecta- 
tion I  had  formed  in  proposing  their  exerusion,  and  they  make  me 
apprehensive  of  the  effects  of  the  pantomime. 

December  1.0 iA. — Received  a  letter  from  liulwer,  one  that  is  an 
honour  to  the  writer.  "Went  to  the  theatre,  saw  Miss  Taylor,  and 
read  the  new  drama  to  the  actors.  Spoke  to  Mar-hall  about  the 
scenes  of  last  night,  and  to  Brad  well.  Business  with  Brydone, 
Robertson,  Sets.  Acted  William  Tell  heifer  than  1  have  yet  done  ; 
was  called  for  and  well  received  by  the  audience.  Henry  Smith 
called  about  my  age,  &c,  for  tbo  Equitable  Insurance, 

Dcc'-mbr i-  20(<;.-  --Went-  to  Covent  tiardcii  Theatre;  on  my  way 
continued  tile  perusal  of  Mrs.  Rn  tier's  play^vhich  is  a  work  ot 
uncommon  power.  RinishcdTlie  reading ;  orMrs.  Butlers  play, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  modern  plays  I  have 
seen — most  painful,  almost  shocking,  but  full  of  power,  poetry, 
and  pathos.  She  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  women  of  the 
present  day.     A  son  born.* 

•  Henry  Fre;3er;:k  Jkbver,  iy:\  l'Jth  of  ,L::;ii.t,  18.17.-  -Ed. 
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December  2'hul. — Attemlcd  to  the  rehearsal  of  the  lantomimo 
and  general  business.  H.  Smith  called  ;  I  sent  liini,  throng]] 
Head,  the  dresses  lie  wanted  fin'  his  charades.  Spoke  to  Brad  well 
about  the  scene  on  Naval  affairs,  which  is  impracticable  at  this 
late  stage  of  our  proceedings.  Acted  Prosper o  languidly;  was 
called  for  by  the  audience,  and  well  received.  After  the  play- 
began  to  make  out  the  pantomime!  bill.  Asked  Scrle,  Willmott, 
and  Brydone  to  sup  with  mo,  which  they  did;  after  supper 
continued  the  hill,  and.  saw  tho  scenes  of  the  Luomo  and  the 
Exchange.*  Forstor,  Dickens,  and  Cat  termole  were  at  the  theatre. 
Oame  home  very  ia'e.  ami  saw  ile;eresf  Catherine. 

DavriiiMr  2 3, '(/.—Looked  through  the  unused  plays  of  Shake- 
speare for  cementing  lines  fur  the  '  Richard  III.'  Revised  the 
second  proof  of  the  pantomime. 

Ik'ccmb'.r  21'/,. — Left  dear  Catherine  and  went  to  Oovent  Garden 
Theatre,  where  I  found  Forster,  Uickens,  and  Browning,  who, 
with  Fonblanque,  came  to  see  what  I  would  gladly  have  been 
excused  from,  the  rehearsal  of  the  pantomime.  I  remained  at- 
tending te>  it  from  eleven  o'clock,  tho  hour  of  my  arrival,  to 
twenty  minutes  past  eight.  Towards  the  close  it  appeared  in  a 
state  so  Utterly  desperate,  that  i  had  the  carpenters,  &«.,  &c, 
into  my  room  to  give  me  information  respect  in  jy  my  cnutemplateel 
alteration  of  the  play-hill.  Discovering  the  cause  of  their  difficulty, 
I  made  arrangements  for  easing  them,  and  so  far  relieved  tho 
pantomime  from  so  much  cause  of  fear ;  but  there  is  not  in  its 
execution,  whatever  limy  he  its  fortune,  justice  done  to  the  lavish 
expenditure  which  has  been  made  for  it. 

l)e.:e.7)J:,-r  2M.— TMuminghonio  found  a  loiter  from  Hfr.  Kenneth, 
as  agent,  offering  me  halt  the  house  for  six  nights,  or  £400  for  a 
fortnight  at  Birmingham  in  Lent.  A  present  of  game  from  George 
Bueknill. 

December  26M.— Went  to  Corent  Garden  Theatre,  and  rehearsed 
Hastings ;  then  giving  my  attention  to  the  pantomime  until 
twenty  minutes  past  live  o'clock.  Acted  Lord  Hastings  indif- 
ferently—my mind  was  on  the  pantomime. t  The  pantomime 
completely  failed.  AVI  nit  will  be  tho  result  I  cannot  guess — it 
will  go  near  to  ruin  me.     It  is  a  terrible  blow. 

Ikse-mh'r  Tith. — Went  to  Covent  Garden  Theatre;  on  my  way 
looked  through  the  often- searched  Shakespeare  for  some  play. 
Thought  of  'King  Henry  V.,'  with  Ihe  choruses  to  be  spoken  by 
Vandenhoff.  Attended  to  the  pantomime,  which  I  cut.  and  set 
the  performers  and  the  carpenters  about.  Scrle,  when  I  suggested 
'Henry,'  observed  that  the  choruses  would  admit  of  illustration,  a 

*  In  the:  Pantomime,  v.hich  hei.il  el  diorama  nf  cveints  in  tin:  tiivs  1KP.7-8, 
inelnding  the  interior  of  the;  Dumno  at  Mii.m  Uuiinst  the  coronation  of  the 
Emperor  "!'  Austria,  and  a.  view  of  tlm  ruai.i  d!'  eiu,  i;cval  Ei'.:'.;-.iKV,  dcstinveii 
by  tire,  10th  January,  1838.— Ed. 

■f  The  title  wees  '  !>:..i':uemin  and  Fail-  Eosaciond ;  or,  Old  Dame  Nature  and 
the  Kaivy  Art.'.— Ed. 
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hint  which  I  instantly  caught  at,  and  determined  upon  doing  it. 
Attended  to  tho  performance  oi' the  pantomime,  which  wen"  off 
very  smoothly.     Afterwards  urran-T-d  business  lor  rehearsing  it 

Dnemb'T  ''Wit.— Spoke  to  Robertson  about,  the  state  of  our  cash 
account:  found  that  all  was  smoot.li,  with  the  exception  of  the 
money  advanced,  £950. 

I)  a  '.-.in  h  e  r  3 G  (.'>.--  Talked  with  Let.it.ia  over  'Kin-  Henry,'  explain- 
ing to  her  howl  would  produce  it.  Resolved  to  defer  it  to  .Easter, 
and  make  it  the  last  Sh;ihesi."-arinn  revival  of  mv  management' 
Wrote  to  Mr.  Powell,  thanking  him  for  his  dedication  of  nnedilien 
of  Shakespeare's  plays  to  mo. 


1839. 

London,  January  1st.— Paid  to  Robertson,  to  he  returned  to  the 
lenders  of  the  in.mi.-y.  .U'J'O,  lh."  amount  of  loss  up  to  this  date 

January  uth.— Read  Rulwcr's  play  of  '  Richelieu  '  to  the  actors 
and  was  most  agreeably  surprised  to  find  it  excite  them  in  a  very 
extraordinary  manner.  The  expression  of  delight  was  universal 
ami  cm husiastio. 

Bead  a  very  strange  note  from  some  woman,  threatening  to 
destroy  herself  for  love  of  me!  The  ugly  never  need  desmir 
after  this.  Answered  if  shortly.  Acted  Prospero  indilTerentlv. 
Stayed  to  see  the  pantomime  with  Lei  ilia  maeli  dissatisfn.-d  wiili 
it.  Bulwer  came  into  our  l.ox,  and  seemed  much  delighted  wi;h 
the  news  of  his  play's  reception. 

January  'MJi.— lirydone  afterwards  camo  and  showed  me  the 
account.  The  pantomime  has  cost  £1500  !!!— just,  £1000  more 
than  it  should  have  cost,  and  more  than  if  appears  to  have  cost, 

January  lWi. — Acted  Werner  very  unsatisfactorily.  I  am  really 
deteriorating  from  the  surrendering  my  time  and  thought  to  the 
msnagement.  It  distresses  mo  to  think  of  it.  Was  called  i'or  and 
well  received  by  the  audience. 

January  12th.— To  lh-*.  Warner,  suggesiiiig  lo  her  tho  part  of 
Francois  in  '  Kichelieu.'  It  seems  however  I  had  some  years  ago 
recommended  her,  as  a  woman,  not  to  wear  male  attire  at  all,  and 
she  has  scrupulously  adhered  to  my  advice,  and  now  resolutely 
acted  on  it.  I  did  not  press  the  point,  fur  I  respected  her  grounds 
of  objection. 

Robertson  hrcu-hl  me  (he  cash  account  of  the  season,  which 
makes  us  about  l;',00  profit.     The  proprietors  are  tho  gainers. 

January  IGi/i. — Looked  at  Ihe  newspaper,  and  wont  to  Covent 
Garden  Theatre.  Spoke  to  iUar.-biil.  and  gave  him  prints  for 
1  Richelieu.'  Went  to  the  Rank,  deceived  mv  own,  Edward's 
and  John  Twiss's  dividends,  in  all  .iM'.i-I--.  T  could  not  help makim- 
the  reflection  as  I  looked  at  the  numerous  books  of  mimes  even 
beginning  with  one  letter,  what  a  cypher  every  individual  w<is 
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ami  how  little  in  that  mass  of  property  and  persons  would  every 
one  seem  to  himself  ii'  he  would  hut  take  into  account  the  drop  lie 
is  in  iho  ocean  of  life  Ilia!  is  boi'iiiyr  and  surpisij;  about  him. 

Colled  at  Mr.  ivnitdu.'s,  the  publisher,  Ludrrate  Hill,  to  inquire 
about  the  '  Pic  tori  id  r-hakspere.'  Saw  Mr.  Knight,  who  was 
very  courteous,  promi-in;.1;  me  all  ihe  assistance  lie  could  render 
with  regard  to  the  scenery  of  'King  Henry  the  V.'  He  told  me, 
on  my  inquiry,  that  the  editor  of  the  'Pietorial  Hhakspere'  had 
sent  the  numbers  to  loe  bom  himself.  He  was  very  courteous. 
Called  at  Clarke  and  Burton's,  and  requested  them  to  send  mo 
some  samples  of  elaret ;  on  Henry  Smith,  who  paid   me  Lord 

H- 's  half-yearly  amount,  Hi 7   10.'.,  and   spoke  to  me  on  tho 

subject  of  investments.  Went  on  to  tho  Equitable  Insurance 
Ollice,  where  1  expressed  my  wish  to  insure  my  life  for  £3000. 
Answered  the  neees-ary  questions,  was  treated  very  .courteously, 
and  came  away  to  call  again  on  Henry  Smith.  Returned  to  the 
theatre,  where  I  attended  to  business.  Spoke  to  Mr.  Meadows 
about  the  room  lor  the  Fund,  which"!  am  disposed  to  let  them  have. 
Took  the  opportunity  to  expostulate  wilh  him  about  the  stringent 
law  in  the  Covent  Garden  Fund,  preventing  (he  present  members  of 
the  company  from  entering  tho  society,  particularly  that  law  which 
compels  an  actor  to  he  in  OovcjiI  (innlcii  three  years.  He  seemed 
to  yield,  and  gave-  jhc  to  undersign!  ihai  they  would  he  reconsidered. 

January  2\M.h. —Received  from  Furster  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  meeting  of  friends  who  subscribed  the  £1000  for 
Covent  Garden  Theatre.  Most  hind  and  liatfering  to  me.  Leader, 
M.P.,  in  the  chair— Gaekell,  M.P.,  mover  — Osborne  seconder. 
Itead  in  '  King  Lear '  and  '  Anquetil.' 

January  2?,rd.-  -.Received  a  number  of  sketches  by  young  Scharf, 
with  a  letter,  wishing  to  dedicate  the  work  to  me. 

February  Int. — (Queen's  visit.)  A  very  kind  note  from  Count 
D'Orsay,  enclosing  one,  most  kind  and  complimentary,  from  the 
Comte  de  Vigny, 

"  J'ai  lp.rd.ii  it  ic  Tf'|ir.nilre,  chor  ami,  d:ms  J  V>qw  tic  jiouv.jii-  doViiiiijor  mes 
affaires  de  maniiie  i  mo  rendre  i  ttui  iaiitiitmn,  uiais  jo  no  lo  pourrai  pas,  jo 
h  vuis  aujonrd'hui.  11  mo  taut  allor  dans  lo  bork-iiire,  ot  ji:  lie  suis  71ns  n.ue-1 
jour  je  reviendrai :  iimis  il  suvn  dans  peu  Jo  temps.  F.11  reveuant,  jo  teci-irui 
tur-lc -champ,  ft  je  piT-trhai  uti  mnliii  1111  uni-  licure  p-air  tauter  avee  ic  p-iiin-:! 
tragedian,  quo  j'ai  adaiire  et  aiqih,a:li  (/an.  qu'il  sVu  suit  ilmiir)  dan'  piivque 
tous  les  grand's  rf,lss,  ot  dorniLromoiiL  dans  la  '  Ttmp&e.'  II  sera  bum  boa u 
dans  :  Richelieu, '  ei.  j'auiai  Loi'.ui.cap  a  lai  din;  do  rot  bi>nmio,  dont  j'ai  etc' 
Vcimead  intii.e  peitlnat  tout  lo  tonne  quo  j'ai  ooiit  '  Cinq  .Mars.'  Quand  on 
attend  una  ropun^i  a  ma  juule.  jo  suh  an  -.up;.' lite.  J'avai.-.  bien  de.s  chosos  :i 
to  dire  iln  man  ar.a:i.;,  ia.\-.  j'irai  acbuvii  111:1  phrp.n'  t-n  iVmUi-ussaut, 
"  A  toi  initio  ibis, 

'■Alfred  de  Vigsit." 

Aetcd  Claude.  Melnotte  very  fairly. 

Iliad  undressed,  and  was  preparing  to  put  on  my  court  suit, 
when  an  equerry  came  from  Her  Majesty  to  desire  me  to  go  on, 
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as  the  audience  wore  rolling  for  mo.  I  did  not  know  what  to  do 
■ — told  him,  and  showed  him  ihat  1  was  qui  to  undressed,  but  that 
I  would  do  whatever  Her  Majesty  desired.  He  left  mo,  and  I 
thought  it  better  to  put  on  my  dress  again,  which  I  did,  and 
receiving  a  second  message  from  Her  Majesty,  went  on  as  Melnotto 
before  tlio  audience,  and  met-  with  a  imut  enthusiastic  reception, 
Her  Majesty  ami  the  Lord  Chamberlain  joining  in  the  applause. 
Dressed  in  lull  court  dross,  went  up  to  .see  .Hiss  Martineau,  and 
then  into  Marianne  Skin-ctt's  hox.  She  was  delighted  to  see  me, 
and  introduced  mc  to  her  two  friends,  colleagues  in  office!  The 
coirf/ssis  wore  crowded.  I  saw,  just,  1o  grasp  lffinds  as  I  passed, 
Fladgate,  II.  Price,  Warren,  Harris,  lirownin.g,  I'orster,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  Chitty,  C.  Barker — mi  old  schoolfellow,  to  whom  I  had 
given  a  card  in  the  morning  Fitzgerald,  Trough  ton,  &c.  Went 
into  theante-roooi  when  J  lor  Majesty  eanie  out.  Lord  Cotiyngham 
called  me  to  her,  and  she-  condescended  to  say  "  I  have  been  very 
much,  pleased."  I  bowed,  and  lighted  her  down.  Clad  to  conclude 
a  day  that  has  been  very  wearying  to  inc.  All  went  off  very 
satisfactorily. 

/!'eiirw-in/  o.-'i.— Answered  D'ursay's  lei  to]',  and  copied  Comto  de 
Tigny's  note  to  him. 

F'Jirn.tuy 'Mk. — Directed  the  rehearsal  of  'Richelieu, '  which 
occupied  me  tlio  whole  morning. 

Heard  from  Mr,  Ilmmct.t  lhat.  tho  Anti-Corn  Law  Committee  had 
decided  on  holding  their  meeting  at  Covcnt  Garden,  although 
Drary  Lane  was  offered  for  .£CiO  less  1 

February  11(A. — The  Queen  and  Duchess  of  Kent  were  at  the 
theatre  to  see  the  farce.  Lane  called  in  and  corrected  his 
sketch  of  'Ion,'  Mr.  Scharf  sent  me  another  number  of  his 
'Scenic  Ifccollcctions.' 

Ftbi-vary  ICth.—  Went  to  Lady  Jllefsingtou's  with  Forster,  who 
had  called  in  the  course  of  tlio  day-  Met  there  Comte  de  Vigny, 
with  whom  I  had  a  most  inventing  eonversation  on  'Richelieu.' 
I  made  an  appointment  with  him  to  sec  him  on  Alurdl  pruchaiii. 
Met  also,  with  D'Orsay,  Bulwer,  Charles  liuller.  Lord  Durham, 
who  was  very  cordial  ami  courteous  to  me,  On. ptain  Marryat,  who 
wished  to  he  re-inrroducei.l  to  mo,  Hall.  l-iamlish,  I.'horley,  Greville, 
who  wished  to  be  introduced  to  me  also,  Dr.  Quin,  &c.    Passed  a 

very  agreeable  two  hours. 

Mr.  Greville  told  a  story  of  Le  Kaiu  in  'Mithridate.'  "When 
some  one  on  the  stage  observed,  'Ml  changern  son  visage,"  one  in 
the  parterre  exeloimed,  "  Lai.-.stK  le  faire." 

Ftbmari/  11),'/;.—  Attended  to  business  with  Marshall,  who  en- 
gaged to  have  the  scenery  of  the  new  play  finished  on  Monday; 
with  Bradwell  about  tho  armour  lor  play;  with  Seile  on  various 
matters. 

Went  over  his  part  of  31  ao prat  wilh  Mr.  Anderson;  afterwards 
the  part  of  Francois  with  Mr,  Howe  ;  settled  drosses  with  Head, 
and  talked  on  business  with  Brjdone. 
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FdiiVirii  2<Wi.  -Gave  my  attention  to  the  consideration  of  the 
character  of  Richelieu,  which  .llulwer  has  made  particularly  difficult 
by  its  inconsistency  :  ho  Las  made  him  ri:Miri.  to  low  jest,  which 
outrages  one's  notions  ol  'the  ideal  oi' ( 'aid  in;i  I  Tiichelieu,  with  all 
his  vanity,  and  suppleness,  and  craft.  .Finished  readinghis.  history 
and  character  in  '  Aliquot  il,'  a  very  interesting  and  delightful  book. 
Gave  the  Uvrahonf  of  the  Galerie  do  Versailles  to  Letitia  to  bo 
Borted  :  returned  io  the  consideration  of  Cardinal  "Richelieu  ;  went 
over  the  part,  to  ascertain  what  I  know  of  its  words,  to  Catherine 
in  the  evening. 

Fubnvirti  2  \sL— Walked  out,  and  called  on  Comte  do  Vigny  . 
sat  with  him  very  long,  and  was  amply  repaid  for  the  time  I  gave: 
He  related  to  me  a  variety  oi  aneedoies  illustrative  of  the  cha- 
racters of  Louis  XIII.,  Richelieu,  of  *  Cinq  Maie,'&c.  He  is  an 
enthusiast,  particularly  for  dramatic  literature.  He  made  u 
literal  translation  of  'Othello,'  and  produced  it  at  the  Theatre 
Francais.  lie  spoke  with  fervour  of  my  performances,  and  was 
much  dissatisfied  with  our  custom  of  a!  low  in:."  women  to  frequent 
our  pit,  because  the  sympathy  was  checked  by  their  intervention. 
He  spoke  like  a  poet,  and  with  all  the  power  and  characteristic 
effect  of  a  superior  actor.     I  was  very  much  pleased  with  him. 

Fibrv.trii  22nd.—  Gave  my  attention  to  the  inquiry  as  to  the 
possibility  of  rceoriciihig  i J j ■--  character  nhjch  Tlidwer  has  drawn 
under  the  name  of  Cardinal  Richelieu  with  the  original,  from  which 
it  so  entirely  differs.  "Was  nut  much  cheered  by  the  result  of  my 
investigation  ami  experiment.  Mr.  Elton  called  by  appointment, 
and  I  spoke  to  him  about  to  manner  in  which  lie  had  rehearsed 
the  part  of  Louis  XIII.  I  read  him  various  extracts  from  'Anquotil' 
and  'Cinq  Mars,'  to  .show  him  I  he  weak  and  nervous  character  of 
Louis,  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  nor  would  he  have  known 
anything.  He  went  away  seemingly  more  at  ease  about  his  part 
than  he  came. 

February  25th.  —  Aclcd  King  T, cur,  not  to  my  own  satisfaction, 
though  I  was  called  for,  and  very  warmly  received  by  the  audience. 
Bulwer  and  I'orstcr  ca,me  into  my  room,  and  fitter  wards  the  Corote 
de  Vigny,  who  depressed  himself  much  pleased  with  the  play. 
Ihilwcr  spoko  to  mo  about  [,'irh'd:<'-j.,  ami  satisfied  me  oo  the  justice 
of  his  draught  of  (lie  character  from  the  evidence  that  history  has 
given  us.     Allans  di,nc  a  la  gloire! 

March  2"'.'.-  --Went  to  Covciif  Garden  Theatre,  where.  T  rehearsed 
'Richelieu.'  Paid  constant  attention  to  the  progress  of  the  play, 
and  thought  it  wore  an  improved  appearance. 

Mr.  J.  Yining  called  at  the  theatre  in  the  course  of  the  morning, 
to  inquire  if  I  intended  to  act  on  U'aln-.-.-dtui;"  as  they  would  do  so 
at  Drury  Lane,  and  if  I  did  the   same  that  Madame  Vcstris  would. 
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T  said  certainly  not,  that  while  the  law  existed,  though  I  con- 
demned, I  thought  It  raori:  !:i-iKT.'fiil  to  obey  than  to  infringe  it. 

March  'dr<!.  —  My  birthday  -fort.y-si\  years  of  age. 

March  ith. — Rose ;  not  well.  Looked  at  the  newspaper,  in 
which  I  saw  the  notice  of  3Ir,  Tlunn's  intention  to  play  on  the 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays  in  Lent,  (lave  my  attention  to  '  ItiohcSeu.' 
Dined  with  the  children.  Henrietta  Kkerrott.  called,  and  I  wrote  a 
note  for  her  to  givo  to  Henry  Sinter  llial:  he  niiyht  deliver  it  to 
Shell,  asking  his  interest  with  Lord  Morpeth.  "Wrote  to  Willmott, 
to  Warde,  enclosing  to  him  liuhver's  Temarks.  Wallace  called, 
and  very  much  approved  of  my  i,-U  playing  on  the  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays.  "Retimed  '.Kichelicu.  ;*  looked  over  the  children's 
arithmetic.  Note  from  Dulwcr  with  alterations  that  are  not 
improvements.  Note  from  Hiss  Kolb,  wishing  to  call  on  Catherine  ; 
answered  it,  ox  pressing  my  satislaction  at  such  a  compliment. 
Ketumed  to  '  Richelieu  ; :  received  the  bill  from  Co  vent  Garden,  in 
which  Sir  E.  L.  Bulwer's  name  is  announced  as  the  author  of  the 
now  play. 

M-.irch  "ith.— Lay  in  lied  thinking  nui  my  part  i.d  .Kichelicu  until 
time  to  rise.  Went  to  Covent  tlarden  Theatre.  Rehearsed  the 
play,  and  attended  to  the  ni.euf-.ii  business  in  the  wardrobe  with 
Griffith:',  &c. 

Acted  Cardinal  Richelieu*  very  nervously;  lost  my  self-posses- 
sion, and  was  obliged  to  use  too  mui'li  effort ;  it  did  not  satisfy  mo 
at  all,  there  were  no  artist-iil.c  touches  through  the  play.  How 
can  a  person  get  up  such  a  play  and  do  justice  at  the  same  time  to 
such  a  character?  It  is  not  possible.  Was  called  for  and  very 
enthusiastically  received  ;  gave  out.  the  play  fur  every  night.  The 
success  of  the  play  seemed  to  lie  unequivocal.  What  will  the 
papers  say  ? 

Ji;<;m<l-l(/(.---J'eiu!  over'  Richelieu.'  Acted  the  part  very  fairly  [ 
was  called  for  and  well  received.  The  Queen  was  in  the  theatre. 
De  "Vi guy  came  round  after  the  play  and  expressed  himself  de- 
lighted. He  said  he  would  write  to  me  from  Paris,  and  would 
come  over  to  see  Shakespeare's  plays  acted  ;  he  could  not  dine  with 
we,  as  ho  was  leaving  town. 

March  Wtk. — Wont  to  Cabbage's  conversazione,  where  I  saw 
Faraday,  Wilkie.  Chantrey,  llav.es,  who  told  mo  that  the  House 
gave  me  a  lusty  cheer  on  the  occasion  of  Lord  John  Russell's 
mention  of  my   nanio.f      Tiabbage    showed   me   a    very    curious 

*  The  principal  part?  in  '  UkWi™  '  were  east  as  follows :  Louis  XIII.,  Mr. 
Ellon  ;  Giistnu,  lib'.  liid-.icar  ;  Ki^beiau.  Mr.  >bi^--.  ...Lv  ;  ISacadas,  Mr.  Warde; 
Mauprat,  Mr.  Anderson;  De  Wiv  dirOI-.^TIni;':  '. i  Father  Joseph,  Mr. 
Jhelps  ;  Hiigact,  11  r.  f1eor;;e  Hemic  :t  ;  1 'ranuus,  Mr.  lliw:;  Julie  de  Mortemar, 
Mi-.i  liijea  Ki'.icit ;  Man;  a  as  Lorine,  -Miii  Cb aides . — En. 

t  (In  the'pr«viiiK»  Jfor.dav  (I  I:  a  March,  lain)  Mr.  T.  Dun  com  be  had  failed 
the  attention  of  the  llou.e  nf  Comm<:ns  to  the  question  of  theatrical  enter- 
tainments in  Lent,  and  to  the  fact  that  a  letter  had  been  addressed  bv  Mr, 
Martins,  of  the  Lord   Chamberlain'.,  office,  to    Mr.  liunn,  as  lessee  of  Drnry 
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machine  to  mark  on  paper  the  velocity  of  a  steam-carriage,  &c,  its 
shakings  both  vertical  mid  lmrfaunlal:  also  an  effect  of  tlio  sun's 
rays  on  glass  laid  over  a  certain  ccni|iosUion,  which,  gives  shade 
all  round  the  object,  placed  between  the  glass  arid  composition. 
Sydney  Smith,  Lord  Northampton.  Mrs.  Maicot,  I  also  saw.  Went 
afterwards  to  Miss  Mai-tineau's  hut  all  were  gone,  and  I  brought 
Catherine  home. 

March  2C,!.k.—  Mr.  and  "Mrs.  Procter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slanfield, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickens.  Mrs.  LVid,  Howling,-  1'rice,  Martins,  Etty, 
Forster,  ltooke,  Stone,  dined  with  us ;  a  cheerful  day. 

March  20th. —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  filanchard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lough, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Smith,  Messrs.  R  Webbe,  Z.  Troughton,  Mr.  and 
Miss  Pope,  Mr.  Tfarley  came  to  dine. 

March  21th. — Went  on  to  Co  vent  Garden  Theatre,  where  I 
Buperin tended  a  good  rehearsal  of '  Lodoiskft.' 

Mr.  and  Miss  Rolls,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fonblanque,  Miss  Martinean, 
Mr.  Carlyle,  Dr.  iMIk.ison,  Charles  and  Arthar  r.ullev,  Browning, 
Darwin,  Miss  1'.  Horton,  and  Mr.  Jlroekedon  dined  with  us;  an 
agreeable  day. 

March  2fith. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Twiss,  Mrs.  Kitchener, 
Fanny  and  Amelia  Twiss,  liarham,  Fhdgate,  Munro,  Walker, 
Cattermole,  Maclise  dined  with  us. 

March  2'.!!k.  Mr.  and  Mr.-.  Keimey,  Mr.  mid  Mrs.  Merle,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  Cooke,  1'orsler,  Wallace,  Yining,  Anderson,  Jordan  came 
to  dinner. 

March  30th.  -Went  to  dine  at  the  Shakespeare  Club.  Dickens 
was  in  the  chair,  .Ionian  ami  Blanchard.  the  two  Vice-Presidents, 
Procter,  Stanfield,  Leigh  Hunt,  Maeiise,  Cattermole,  Jcrrold, 
Thackeray,  Lover.  Charles  Landseer,  T.  Lamiseer,  Dow,  Stone, 
Forster,  King,  T.  Hill,  Bell,  ] Parley  invited,  and  about  twenty 
more  sat  down  to  dinner.  The  day  passed  tiff  nmM  agreeably  ;  the 
dinner  was  very  handsome,  son;;s  iveii  selected.  One  song  im- 
mediately after  the  health  of  my  dear  wife  and  family,  'Was  she 
not  passing  fair? '  was  very  sweel,  as  also  the  'Love  and  Glory.' 
The  most  hearty  sympathy  1  almost  ever  witnessed  was  unbroken 
through  the  evening.  I  was  obliged  to  remain  until  the  business 
of  the  day  was  done,  and  was  astonished  to  learn  from  the  waiter 
that  it  was  a  quarter  past  ( welee.  I  set  Mr.  Darky  down,  and  or. 
coming  home,  racked  with  headache  from  the  heat  of  the  room, 


Lane  Theatre,  on  5ili  Munb.  loin  India;-!  liini  thai  him  tori,';  only  wrt  sanctions.! 
on  Wednesdays  arid  i'riility.,  ill  Lent.  Mr.  Bonn  h : ■  ■  I  announced  [llays  for  sueh 
evening,  l-clyiiijj  upon  :i  njsolujiim  of  the  Ihasse  of  Conunons  previously  ob- 
t  nine  J  by  Mr.  T.  LHioconiLe  in  een-.iemtiatk.n  ol"  (ae  c-xislijij;  restrictions;  and 
Mr.  Duuriimbf  complained  Cat  the  opinion  of  iV.e.  Home  of  Commons  was 
ilisresiirdeil  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  oilich.Is.  Lord  John  Kiissell,  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  Hie  Homo  Dqiiirii-.-.ent,  su;mi>rtei]  the  authorities,  and 
pi-iiis&l  Mr.  Maeveadv  P.n-  sobniil  L  iiijj  to  rhiir  Jul-:  -:■.].. — Murcr  of  I'arlianifat, 
11th  Mnreli,  lSdO.— "to. 
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reported  all  to  Catherine  and  I*tty,  whilst  I  had  the  power  of 

remembering.  I>iek_ens.'  speech  in  proposing  my  health  was  most 
earnest,  eloquent",  and'touehiug.  It.  took  a  review  of  my  enterprise 
at  Covent  Garden,  and  summed  im  with  a  eulogy  on  myself  that 
quite  overpowered  me.  In  reply  I  said,  "That  in  expressing  the 
peculiar  gratification  of  such  n  compliment  from  a  society  met  to  do 
honour  to  Shakespeare,  1  disclaimed  all  credit  beyond  what  was 
due  for  faithful  service  to  him,  transferring  from  the  priest  to  the 
object  of  their  adoration  the  honour  they  offered.  I  had  no  claim 
for  originating  or  creating;  1  laid  merely  removed  and  restored; 
was  only  the  purifier  of  the  temple,  had  only  restored  to  its  sublime 
simplicity  the  text  of  Shakespeare.  I  said  that  I  must  ever  deeply 
feel  the  obligations  they  had  conferred  on  me  ;  that  it  added  to  the 
pleasure  I  felt  to  know  that  among  those  willing  to  contribute 
their  sympathy  to  the  occasion,  1  might  reckon  my  excellent  and 
amiable  friend,  our  ahsent  Tresidcut,  wlnw  genius  as  poet  and  as 
critic  had  shed  such  additional  lustre  on  the  glories  of  our  dramatic 
literature;  to  see  presiding-  on  this,  day  my  highly  pitted  friend  Mr. 
Dickens;  and  to  number  amongst  my  distinguished  hosts  the  poet, 
whose  youthful  muse,  when  just '  wavh;:;  her  joyous  snug-,'  stooped 
from  the  nobler  flight  she  was  pursuing  lo  bestow  a  wreath  upon 
my  then  unnoted  efforts— the  poet  whose  beautiful  dramatic  scenes, 
then  just  given  to  (he  world,  induced  ns  to  lielievo  that  the  sweet 
and  brilliant  spirit,  of  Fletcher,  which  we  had  thought  long  dead, 
had  only  been  sleeping.  With  so  much  to  enhance  the  pleasure 
they  conferred  upon  me,  I  could  not  adequately  convey  the  ex- 
pression of  my  feeling?,  but  I  requested  them  to  believe  that  1 
thanked  them, "as  I  felt,  most  fervently  and  most  deeply,  and  that 
I  never  could  forgot  their  kindness,"  &c.  T  sat  down  amid  loud 
applause,  and  then  prepared  to  enjoy  what  was  left  of  the  day. 
Iliekeus  spoke  on  each  occasion  remarkably  well  ;  dear  St  airfield 
said  his  little  with  his  usual  modesty.  Mr.  Bell  made  a  very  good 
speech,  kindly  adverting  to  me.  Leigh  Hunt  was  called  up,  being  an 
honorary  member  and  guest  of  the  day,  and  in  a  rambling,  con- 
versational stylo,  talked  of  what  Shakespeare  would  1hink  if  he 
could  walk  into  the  room  and  ask  on  what  man's  account  all  this 
festivity  and  svmpathy  was  raised,  atid  how  surprised  and  pleased 
he  would  bo  to  learn  thai  it  was  himself.  Jordan  spoke  very  well ; 
Doo  the  engraver,  Forster;  Stanoeld  gave  Mrs.  Macready  and 
her-  family,  and  I  answer,  d  by  wishing  Lliat  I  had  the  readiness  of 
one  of  them  who  would  he  delimited  to  be  there  (a  lit  1  lo  gill)  ami 
to  make  a  speech  on  the  occasion,  I  rose  to  prnpe.se  Dickens' 
health,  and  spoke  my  sincere  opinion  of  him  as  she  highest,  eulogy, 
by  alluding  to  the  verisimilitude  of  his  characters.  I  said  that  I 
should  not  be  surprised  at  receiving  the  offer  of  an  engagement 
from  Crummies  for  the  next  vacation.     All  went  off  in  the  happiest 

April  Zrd.— Went  to  Covent  Garden  Theatre;  on  my  way  looked 
at  '  Marino  Faliero,'  with  a  view  to  its  production  for  my  benefit. 
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April  1th.— Took  Willie  with  tup,  and  called  on  Messrs.  Chalon 

to  sco  their  pictures  ;  mot  Mr.  Ward  there ;  went,  on  and  called  on 
Sir  11.  Wilkio;  sa.w  bis  sister  and  himself;  the  picture  of  the 
'Highland  Cotter's  Crave,'  'Tim  Piscoveiw  of  1'ippoo  Sahib'a 
Body,'  &c.     Met  Dickens  and  liis  wife  there. 

April  9th.— Went  to  Covcnfc  Canlen  Theatre,  reading  Prospero, 
Sent  note  to  Stantield.  Easiness  with  Marshal t.  Bourne  culled, 
and  went  with  me  to  sec  Titty's  pictures,  which  were  beautiful. 
Etty  was  very  glad  to  see  me.  Saw  Tom  Hill  there,  Boric,  and 
Willmott    Brydone,  on  business. 

April  lill:.— Dined  with  ".Mrs.  Rolls:  met  an  agreeable  party, 
Sir  W.  and  Ladv  Hemes,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Holm  and 
Elliotson  ;  Etty,  Miss  Rolls,  &c. 

Snnd'ty,  April  '.'Int.-  -Mr.  and  Mrs.  Serle,  Mr.  Stanficld,  Miss  P. 
Horton  came  to  dinner.  After  dinner  we  talked  over  the  choruses, 
and  settled  finally  the  commencement  of  our  operations  in  regard 
to  '  Kin;- Henry  V.' 

April  30;/j. — Went,  to  Elstree  in  the  carriage  with  Catherine  and 
Willie  :  enjoyed  to  a  degree  I  cannot  describe  the  air,  the  freedom, 
the  sight  of  1  be  country,  ami  the  old  familiar  objects  of  my  passage 
to  and  from  Elstree;  it.  was  luxury,  quiet,  ease,  content;  it  was 
happiness.  I  could  only  liken  my  sensations  to  those  of  a  person 
first  tasting  the  fresh  and  -rental  air  from  the  Inns;  confinement  of 
a  sick  room,  or  the  captivity  in  a  prison.  It  was  delightful. 
Surprised  to  find  Elstree.  that  used  to  look  so  pretty,  now  appear 
close,  flat,  shabby  !  Thus  we  judge  of  all  tbin-s  in  this  world,— 
ah,  how  unwisely  '—by  comparison;  the  -'lory  in  the  grass,  the 
splendour  in  the  flower,  the  delicious  breath  of  heaven,  and  its 
'-7on  of  cloud,   and  star,  and  sun,  are  everywhere  the 


May  12th.— At  Sir  Edward  P.uhver's—  Lords  L-nsdowne,  Nor- 
manby,  Durham,  Courts  IVOrsay,  Colonel  Maborley,  Macaulay, 
Lady  Cork,  Mrs.  Maberley. 

May  litli.— Cave  up  the  whole  morning  to  the  arrangement  of 
the  dresses  for  'King  licury  V.,'  in  which  wn  made  considerable 
progress.  Business  with  Serle,  Head,  Brvd one.  ,vc. ;  afterwards 
with  Staulield  and  Marshall. 

May  lath.— Tn  the  evening  went  to  Lord  Nuj_'ent's,  where  T  met 
Mrs.  Norton,  Sir  i\  Cbantrey,  Lover,  .Sir  U.  Westmacott,  West- 
macott, jun.  Heard  Mrs.  Norton  sing  a  song  of  her  own,  most 
touching,  most  charming. 

May  llith.— Cave  ibis  murningto  the  rehearsal  of  '  Kinjr  Henry  V.' 
Afterwards  attended  io  business  the  whole  afternoon.  Was  very 
much  fatigued,  and  could  with  difficulty  keep  my  eves  open  to 
read  Claude  Melnotfe.  I  find  my  aiemory  sulfers  "from  the  heavy 
load  that  is  laid  upon  my  mind.  Acted  Claude  Melnotto  very 
fairly. 

May  2d'h.— Tiehearsed  '  Ton,'  in  which  T  did  not  find  myself  at 
all  prepared— this  could  not  be  if  I  had  only  my  own  reputation  to 
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be  careful  of.  All  things  tend  to  show  me  that  all  is  for  the  best, 
and  that  my  happiness  and  -i\  i_!!-t;uin^  is  irjoro  likely  to  be  ensured 
by  a  good  income  as  an  net  or  than  as  a  manager. 

June  3rd, — The  last  night,  the  Both,  .of  '  The  Tempest'  was 
crowded.  I  felt  quire  melancholy  as  we  approach  oil  ihe  end  of  the 
play  ;  it  had  become  endeared  to  me  from  mares*  and  the  benefit 
it  had  conferred  upon  my  undertaking.  T  acted  Prospero  as  well 
as  I  could,  and  was  called  for  arid  well  received.  I  look  back 
upon  its  production  with  satisfaction,  for  it  has  given  to  the  public 
a  play  of  Shakespeare  which  hud  never  been  seen  before,  and  it 
has  proved  the  charm  of  simplicity  and  poetry. 

June  9(ft. — Put  on  my  armour  for  King  Henry  V.,  and  moved  and 
sat  in  it  until  hall-past  three  o'clock. 

Lndeavoured  to  master  some  difficulties  in  the  acting  of  King 
Henry  V.,  rehearsing  in  my  armour, 

June  10th.— Began  the  play  of  '  King  Henry  V.'  *  in  a  very 
nervous  etate,  but  endeavouring  to  keep  my  mind  clear.  Acted 
sensibiy  at,  first,  and  very  spiritedly  at  last:  was  very  greatly 
received,  and  when  called  on  at  last,  the  whole  house  stood  up  and 
cheered  me  in  a  most  fervent,  manner,  I  gave  out  tho  repetition 
of  the  play  for  four  nights  a  week  till  the  close  of  the  season. 
Lord  Nugent,  derdan,  Furster,  Browning-,  Serie,  eve.,  came  into  my 
room.  Catherine  and  Let  ilia  were  there,  and  I  accompanied  them 
back  to  Elstree  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  excitement.  It  is  tho 
last  of  my  attempts  to  present  to  the  audience  Shakespeare's  own 
meaning. 

Mslrte,  June  lltl:. — I  slept  very  little,  woke  early,  unrefreshed, 
and  unequal  to  a  day  of  labour.  Pose  very  late  ;  saw  my  darling 
children  and  dined  with  them ;  walked  in  tire  gulden,  and  at  three 

*  The  Covenl  Garden  play-till  of  10th  June,  1839,  contains  the  following 

notice  :  "  In  annonntiuj  '.hi-,  iast  Sh:iE-:;s])i'ii:-]:in  revival,  it  tuny  eo  advisable,  ii 
not  necessary,  to  depsrt  so  far  from  the  usual  piaclioe  of  this  rorjiajremc-iit 
as  fo  offer  a  few  words  in  explanation  or,  apology  for  what  may  seem  an 


"The  play  of  'King  Henry  V.'  is  a  tlrm.-'aih  .'.w^-.j-v,  and  the  poet,  to 
preserve  tho  continuity  of  the  action,  ard  connect  wkr.t  would  otherwise  be 
detached  scenes,  hos  ad'opled  from  tho  C.-.ev.k  Drama  the  expedient  of  a  Chorus 
to  narrate  aod  de.crilie  ir.'crvoaia-  ii.cieeois  and  events. 

"To  impress  inure  strongly  on  tlic  auditor,  and  render  more  pulpr.l;!,.  thn5e 
portions  of  the  story  which  lum;  not  the  advantage  ci  action,  and  still  are 
requisite  to  the  drama's  eoro idleness,  liie  narrative  and  descriptive  poetry 
spoken  by  the  Chorus  is  an.-onuriaiol  ivii.ii  pictorial  illustrations  from  the 
pencil  of'Mr.  Btantield." 

The  oast  of  the  play  included  Mr.  VandenliolT  as  the  Chorus,  Mr.  Elton  as  the 
Duiic  of  l-lxi;- ar,  Mr.  lin.- ;'■■'.■  a-;  lop indium,  Mr.  Ar.di.v-.:  :i  a.-  <. i ^ [ ■  - .- 1 : n  ('juyivr, 
Mr.  Meadows  as  fludhai,  ill:  W>-rde  as  Williams,  Mr.  IV.iii.rd  and  Mr.  Uarley 
as  Bardolphond  Pistol,  Mis;  P.  IT:.Tt..n  rs  tiu-ir  Hoy,  Mrs.  C.  Jones  as  Mrs. 
Quickly,  Mr.  G.  Bennett  as  tlic  Kinsr  of  Frunee,  Mr.  Vinins;  as  the  Dauphin, 
Jr.  Howe  as  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  Mr,  Phelps  as  Charles  d'Albret,  and  Miss 
/andenhoff  as  Katherine.— ED. 
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o'clock  returned  in  the  carriage  to  town,  Catherine  and  Letitiii 
accompanying  me.  Was  quite  beaten  to  the  ground  by  fatigue,  T 
may  say  exhaustion  of  mind  and  body.  1  have  never  felt  a 
heavier  weight  than  ihis  play  has  been.  Thank  God  that  it  is 
over,  and  so  well  over. 

Lon'Mm,  Jan.".  12th.— Serle  read  me  a  letter  from  myself  to  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  a.skingfor  a  personal  license,  which  Iapproved. 
I  lay  down  and  tried  te  compose  myself  to  read  or  think  of  '  King 
Henry  V. ;'  it  was  utterly  impossible.  T  sic  ted  (he  part.  My  God, 
what  a  state  to  he  in  to  act !  I  got  through  it,  was  called  for  and 
well  received. 

June  ly/A.— "Dr.  Williamson  (the  Head  Master  of  Westminster) 
audMrs.  Willianiinn  called,  and  I  showed  them  the  dresses  for 'Ion,' 
&*.,  and  talked  with  them  over  the  costumes  of  Terence's  plays. 

June  Hith.—  "Went  with  Catherine  to  Horace  Tudss's  to  dinner. 
Met  thero  Sir  George  Grey,  T.  Hone,  Pemhcrton,  Herries,  IS. 
Disraeli,  Miss  Herries,  Mrs.  Blackburn,  Mrs.  Wyndham  Lewis, 
lion  ham-Carter,  &c. 

Disraeli  made  acquaintance  with  me,  and  told  mc  a  good  story  of 
Hume.  Pemberton  renewed  "in-  acquaintance,  formed  at  Rome  in 
1822.     I  found  that  Daniel   Webster  had  called  upon  my  return 

Juns  17rt.-Dij.njd  Webster  called  and  sat  a  short  time.     He 

seeiai'il  greatly  pleased  with  Knghuid. 

Settled  on  closing  the  theatre,  July  loth,  with  Willmott.  I  am 
anxious  1o  feel  free  of  ic. 

Jane  18th.— Went  out  to  breakfast  with  Harness.  Met  there, 
besides  his  sister,  Mrs.  dpi,.,  Mi>-;  liners.  Pvee.  whom  I  like  very 
much,  and  Sir  W.  and.  Lady  Chatterton.  Mr.  Ken  von  came  later. 
I  passed  an  agreeable  morning.  I  was  very  glad  to'hear  that  Dyco 
had  seen  all  the  Shakespearian  revivals,  and  had  been  greatly 
pleased  with  tliem. 

June  VJth.-  -  Head  Henry  V.  and  rested,  having  a  sain  tried  on  my 
armour.  Acted  King  Henry  V.  (I  think)  better  than  on  any 
previous  occasion,  but  was  not  called  Tor,  which  shows  the  act  mil 
valne  of  this  idle  compliment. 

Jmu:  'IQih—  Brydone  eaioe.  in  ami  spoke  about  accounts.  It 
appears  that  we  have  acted  'The  Tempest. 'jifiy-iive  nights  to  an 
average  exceeding  £230.  This  is  not  a  common  event.  Acted 
rather  languidly  King  Henry  V. 

Came  to  Elstreo  in  chaise. 

Ju us  21s.'.— Came  to  town  in  a  chaise  that  seemed  to  have 
hatched  all  the  poultry  in  the  village  for  half  a  century  back.  I 
was  ashamed  to  be  seen  in  such  a  tiling,  and  slept  my  journey  to 
town  away  in  it.  The  driver  took  me  all  down  Tiegeut  Street 
to  Carlton  Tlaee,  Pali  Mall,  then  round  the  National  Gallery, 
up  St,  Martin's  Lane,  through  Long  Acre,  down  How  Street  to 
the  stage-door,  Covent  Garden  Theatre.  My  patience  was  quite 
exhausted. 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


1839.  Death  of  Wallace.  477 

Jane  22nd.— Poor  Wallace's  death.  Another  friend,  a  faithful 
.and  affectionate  one,  lias  gone  from  me.  I  shall  never  see  him, 
never  hear  again  what  L  would  now  give  so  much  lo  endure-liis 
prolixities,  his  imporianf  nothings,  out.  above  all  his  shrewd  and 
sensible  observations  where  action  and  conduct,  were  needed. 
Farewell  !  farewell! 

June  24 l.h. —I  thought  of  pool'  Wallace  as  we  passed  South  Bank. 
He,  as  having  given  away  Catherine,  would  have  been  our  guest 

Jii.'ii-'  2<\;h. — A  note  from  Miss  Homes,  whom  it  appears  I  had 
disappointed  yesterday.  I  answered  it,  sending  an  order  for 
Friday. 

J uii/  W.—" Went  lo  Covent  Harden  Theatre,  .Miss  Homes  and 
her  party  were  looking  over  the  theatre,  and  wished  to  see  me. 
They  h*d  teen  much  amused,  and  wished  to  thank  me.  Miss 
Hemes  gave  mo  a  small  copy  of  Casimir  IMavigue's  'Louis  XI.,' 
which  I  had  not  seen. 

July  2nd.— Buhver  called,  and  told  me  tlmt  Lord  l.unsdowne 
was  very  friendly  to  my  cause,  and  thought  my  request  would  he 
granted  for  a  licence.  He  advised  me  to  apply  directly  to  Lord 
Melbourne,  n"d.  that  he  would  also  move  Lord  Holland  and  Lord 
John  Russell. 

Jvhj  3rd. — Lord  '.vigour,  cuiue  into  n:y  room  and  told  mc  that 
the  Duke  of  Sussex  had  very  readily  agreed  to  take  the  chair  at 
the  dinner  to  be  given  to  me,  which  lie  proposed  for  the  20th,  to 
which  1  assented. 

July  Slh.— Bead  tho  newspapers.  Was  in  very  low  spirits  at  (he 
prospect  in  the  box-office,  and  the  complete  silence  in  the  papers 
upon  the  dinner.  This  is  my  own  fault.  I  suffer  myself  to  bo 
so  elated  by  the  mere  prospect,  el'  any  good,  that  I  exhaust  my 
enjoyment  of  it  before  it  arrives.  This  is  my  unhappy  want  of 
mental  discipline  :  to  live  lor  the  present,  and  to  do  one's  dniy 
in  that  little  point  of  time,  enjoying  all  it.  brings,  is  the  best 
wisdom. 

July  llth.— Was  in  a  tumult  of  excitement  which,  after  some 
time,  I  perceived  and  endeavoured  to  subdue.  The  freedom  from 
further  responsibility  and  care,  the  honourable  mode  of  terminat- 
ing my  engagement,  with  the  performers,  the  flattering  testi- 
monial's in  the  public  reception  of  me,  and  in  the  compliment 
offered,  arc  altogether  enough  to  inter  fere  with  the  sober  and 
steady  course  of^any  man.  Prosperity  is  most  intoxicating,  but 
adversity  is  the  real  benefactor  of  mankind. 

Jvhj  IWi. — 'Fried  to  sleep  on  tho  sofa  for  a  short  half-hour. 
Hose  and  prepared  to  play  in  a  very  depressed  condition.  My 
reception  was  so  great,  from  a  house  crowded  in  every  part,  that  I 
was  shaken  by  it.  I  acted  King  Henry  V.  better  than  I  had  yet 
done,  and  the  house  responded  to  the  spirit  in  which  I  played. 
The  curtain  fell  amidst  the  loudest  applause,  and  when  I  had 
changed  my  dress  I  went  before  the  curtain,  ami,  amidst  shoutings 
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and  waving  of  hats  and  handkerchiefs  by   the  whole  audience 

standing  mi,  t  lie  stage  was  literally  covered  with  wreaths,  bo  liquet*, 
and  branches  of  laurel.  When  at  last,  the  dense  mass  resumed 
their  seats,  and  the  i  inn  id!,  subsided  to  the  stillest  silence,  I  began 
my  address.  The  cheering  was  renewed  as  I  bowed  and  left  the 
stage,  and  as  1  passed  through  the  lane  which  the  actors  and 
people,  crowding  behind,  made  for  me,  they  cheered  me  also. 
Forster  came  into  my  room,   and  was  much  affected;  Fox   was 

}uite  shaken;  JJiclti. ns,  Maclise,  Stanfield,  T.  Cooke,  Blanchard, 
iord  Xugent.  (who  had  riot,  been  in  the  theatre),  Bulwcr,  Hockley 
of  Guildford,  drowning,  Serle,  .fhydone,  WilhnoU.  came  into  my 
room;  most  of  them  risked  for  memorials  from  the  baskets  and 
heaps  of  flowers,  chaplets,  and  laurels  thai  were  strewn  upon  the 
floor.  Went  home  with  Catherine  and  Letitia,  carrying  the 
wreaths,  &c. 

Ju'ii  'ZQth.— Catherine  and  Letilia  went,  to  dine  with.  Mrs.  Rolls; 
I  remained,  read  over  my  speech,  with  an  occasional  sensation  of 
apprehension,  approaching  to  despair,  of  my  ability  to  master  it; 
I  suffered  very  much.  The  carriage  at.  last:  arrived,  and  I  drove, 
with  the  resolution  of  doing  my  best,  to  the  Freemasons*  Tavern. 
I  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  horrible  pieuue  el  myself  in  King  Henry 
V.  at  the  corner  of  the  si  reef,  and  thought  it:  looked  like  a  good 
omen;  on  passing  from  my  carriage  through  the  crowd,  which  was 
considerable  on  and  about  the  steps,  iboy  cheered  me  lustily,  and 
I  bowed  as  I  passed  through  them.  In  the  reception  room  I 
found  Mr.  Pope,  Sir  M".  A.  Slice,  Mr,  Millies,  who  was  introduced 
to  me,  hut  1  did  not  catch  his  name.  Of  hers  came  in;  to  some  I 
was  introduced,  others  I  knew.  Lover.  Jeriian.  Captain  Tyndale, 
two  foreign  noblemen,  Lord  Nugent  Young.  Dickens,  Robertson 
(Westminster),  Sebolefield  (M.P.  Hirmiiigiiam  ;.  ( .crieral  Alexander, 
O'Hanlon,  Byng,  Bulwcr,  I.nrd  Conyngham.  The  Duke  of  Sussex 
at  last  arrived ;  I  was  introduced  to  him;  ho  told  me  that  he  had 
"  seen  a  cottage  Hint  t  had  lived  at,  near  Denbigh  ;  how  beautiful 
the  country  was  !"  &o.  We  went  In  to  the  room,  T  hanging  back, 
Lord  Conyngham  placing  me  forward,  and  chatting  with  me  as  we 
entered:  the  room  was  very  full  (who  could  have  expected  such 
an  occurrence  ?)  The  Duke  was  well  applauded  as  he  passed ; 
and  as  I  followed  the  plaudiis  were  very  loud.  I  was  at  a  loss 
what  to  do.  What  were  my  feelings  ii  is  diilicuh.  to  recollect,  as 
the  various  persons  in  different  parts  of  1  lie  room  stood  up  to  look 
at  me.  I  felt  that  1  was  the  object,  of  the  regard  of  that  largo 
assembly,  and  that  all  (hat  was  done  wa.s  in  my  honour.  I  looked 
up  at  the  gallery-  on  the  left,  where  Catherine  was,  and  the  tears 
rushed  to  my  eyes  as  mine  met  hers;  that  was  perhaps  the  sweetest 
moment  of  the  night  to  me.  1  sat  on  the  right  of  the  Duke  of 
Sussex,  Lord  Nugent  on  my  right.  SliCl,  Dickens,  Monckton 
Milnes,  Fonbhinque,  &c,  on  the  left;  Lord  Conynidiam,  Sir  M.  A. 
Slice,  Tennyson,  D'Kyncouit.  Sir  K.  I,.  liiuwii-,  Forster,  Burns], 
the  Hon.  W.  Cowper,  Savory,  Colonel  Fox,   Tabbagc,   C.  Budler, 
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Roberlson,  and  many  others  in  front  of  us.  1  shook  hands  with 
Jonathan  Birch  as  T  passed  up  I  ho  room.  The  Dnko  (alked  much 
to  rae,  more  than  I  wished :  but  a  full  glass  of  sherry  seemed  to 
steady  my  nerves  a  lihic,  though  1  looked  very  grave  and  pale,  as 
I.  was  afterwards  (old,  and  Huiwcr  said  I  looked  like  a  "baffled 
tyrant,"  0.  Bullor  was  making  me  something  worse,  by  laughing, 
and  observing  across  the  labia,  I  hat  "  .VfatTeiuiy  was  thinking  of 
his  speech."  The,  music  was  beautifully  performed,  and,  after  the 
Duke's  panegyrical  proposal  of  my  health,  in  which  he  was  very 
cordially  greeted,  when  i  arose  the  whole  room  stood  up,  shouting 
and  waving  their  handkerchiefs,  as  did  the  ladies  in  the  gallery. 
I  never  witnessed  such  a  scene,  such  wild  enthusiasm,  on  any 
former  occasion.  It  was  not  like  an  English  assembly.  When 
they  had  resumed  their  seals  amd  silence  was  obtained,  I  spoke 
nearly  t-i'rh  d  ii;i  as  follows. 

"  May  it  please  1'our  Koyal  Highness,  my  Lords,  and  Gentlemen. 
—1  really  know  not  how  io  reply  to  your  kindness,  to  the  too 
indulgent,  too  flattering  terms  in  which  His  Royal  Highness  has 
proposed  my  health,  and  the  very  complimentary  manner  in  which 
you  have  received  it.  T  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  great  honour 
you  have  done  mc.  I  must,  at  the  same  i  imo  regret,  my  inability 
io  do  justice  to  your  kindness,  or  my  own  estimation  of  it. 

"In  any  labour  I  may  have  chosen  Io  encounter,  in  any  sacrifice 
of  personal  ease  or  pleasure  my  late  undertaking  may  have  cost 
me,  I  could  neve,  calculate  on,  I  could  never  contemplate,  such  a 
recompense,  and  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  satisfy  myself  willi  any 
terms  of  acknowledgment.  I  must  therefore  request  His  Eoyal 
Highness,  and  you,  Gentlemen,  to  supply,  in  the  indulgent  spirit- 
that  has  made  mo  your  guest  to-day,  any  deficiency  in  my  expres- 
sions, and  in  the  suir.e  spirit  to  believe  me  deeply  sensible  of  the 
flattering  distinction  conferred  on  me  by  your  invitation  and  by  the 
obliging  condescension  of  our  illustrious  Chairman.  Indeed  I  am 
fully  conscious  how  much  my  humble  services  are  overrated, .and, 
in  reference  to  tho  allusion  so  kindly  mode  by  .1  lis  11  oval  Highness, 
of  any  further  requital,  must  declare  that,  in  the  honours  already 
conferred  on  me,  I  am  greatly  overpaid.  My  office  has  been  a 
simple  one  :  I  can  claim  credit,  for  liillc  more  I  ban  devotion,  zeal, 
and  intention  ;  for  little  beyond  an  earnest  faith  in  tho  power  and 
ultimate  triumph  of  truth,  and  in  its  elevating  influence,  however 
humble  the  sphere  of  its  exercise. 

"In  that  faith  I  have  only  endeavoured  to  'piece  out  some  of  the 
imperfections,'  as  they  appeared  lo  me,  of  our  theatrical  system. 
Jt  had  struck  me.  anions  the  many  causes  adduced  for  the  drama's 
decline,  that  whilst  every  other  branch  of  art  or  pursuit  of  science 
was  in  it  course  of  rapid  advance,  the  drama.,  except:  in  regard  to 
a  valuable  change  in  its  costume  by  that  great  artist  whose  name 
I  can  never  mention  svithoni  admiration  and  respect,  John Kemble, 
the  drama  was  stationary,  its  starve  arrangements  remained  tra- 
ditional, defended  from   innovation   iii   each  succeeding  ago  by 
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(he  name  and  authority  of  the  leading  actor  who  had  gone 
before.  This  is  so,  whether  we  recall  the  witches  of  'Macbeth,' 
the  Roman  Senate  and  people  —  the  ^»'(»s  jv>r,vJ:i.viui;  Tlomunus— 
the  Venetian  Councils,  Banquo's  (3  host,  or  the  moving  wood  of 
Birnam,  which,  if  presented,  should  at  lc;sst.  explain  themselves. 
All  were  little  more  than  barbarous  burlesipics  of  the  great  poet's 
conceptions. 

"  It  had  long  been  my  ambition,  and  has  been  my  endeavonr.  to 
'reform  this  indifferently,'  if  not  'altogether,'  and  to  present  the 
works  of  our  dramatic  poets,  and  chiefly  Hiiake-.pea.res,  with  the 
troth  of  illustration  they  merit,  and  that  a  public  possessing  a 
dramatic  literature  like  outs  has  a  right,  to  demand. 

"  Some  exceptions  have  been  taken  to  the  amount,  the  extent  of 
decoration  lavished  on  our  plays;  but  f  would  beg  with  dele  rut  wo 
to  inquire  (bo  particular  instance  (for  I  do  nut  know  it)  where  the 
embellishment  has  exceeded  propriety  ami  tin;  demand  of  the 
situation?  Ill  all  that  has  been  attempted,  the  object  has  been 
simply  truth.  What  my  own  imagination  lms  presented,  to  me,  in 
turning  over  the  pages  of  our  great  poet,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
make  palpable  to  the  senses  of  my  audience,  and  I  would  beg 
distinctly  to  repudiate  the  idea  thai  has  been  entertained  by  some 
persons,  that  it.  i.-.  to  the  c;ire  bestowed  on  our  wardrobe  and  scene- 
room  that  we  are  alone  indebted  for  our  successes ;  the  plays  of 
Shakespeare  have  been  pvudno:-il  of  late  yoars  in  the  same  theatre 
with  far  more  lavish  expenditures,  but  Ihe  results  have  not  been 
equally  fortunate.  Indeed  the  tragedies  of  '  Ooriolanus'  and 'King 
Lear,'  so  far  from  b::ing  nverlomh  d  with  ornament,  have,  in  their 
recent  revivals,  been  actually  stripped  of  the  ;  barbaric  pearl  and 
gold'  with  which  they  were  before  invested,  and  are  now  repre- 
sented in  the  rude  simplicity  of  ilic.ii'  respective  periods.  Our  aim 
has  been  fidelity  of  illustration.  The  '  delicate  Arid '  is  now  no 
longer  in  representation  a  thing  of  earth,  but  cither  '  a  wandering 
voice'  or  a  visible  spirit  of  air,  ■flitting  in  his  own  element  amid  tho 
strange  and  sweet  noises  of  the  enchanted  island.  "With  the  re- 
storation of  the  text,  our  object  has  been  to  make  palpable  the 
meaning  of  Shakespeare,  and  to  this  is  .to  be  attributed  mainly, 
if  not  entirely,  the  popularity  of  our  theatre.  In  following  out 
an  observation  of  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  that  "  Every  part  of  a 
picture  required  equal  care  and  pains,"  «  <;  have  sought,  by  giving 
purpose  and  passion  to  the  various  figures  of  our  groups,  io 
spread  over  the  entire  scene  some  portion  of  that  energy  and  in- 
terest which,  heretofore,  the  leading  actor  exclusively  and  jealously 
appropriated. 

"In  this  endeavour  to  transfer  his  picture  from  the  poet's  mind 
to  the  stage,  complete  in  its  parts  and  harmoniously  arranged  as 
to  figure,  scene,  and  action,  we  have  the  saris  faction  of  recording 
the  success  of  a  season  unequalled,  1  believe,  by  any  not  having 
the  attraction  of  a  new  performer,  for  the  last,  sixteen  years.  This 
at  least  furnishes  a  proof  not  to  be  mistaken,  that  there  is  no  lack 
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either  of  intelligence  or  taste  in  our  audiences  to  appreciate  and 

support  our  noblo  drama,  if  properly  presented. 

''  My  hope  and  my  intention  was,  if  my  abilities  had  kept  pace 
with  them,  to  hare  left  in  our  theatre  the  complete  series  of 
Shakespeare's  acling  plays,  his  text  pur-iied  from  tlie  gross  inter- 
polations that  disfigure  it  and  distort  Ids  characters,  and  the 
system  of  rc-arrangement  so  perfected  Uiniii^hrnit  them,  that  our 
stage  would  have-  presented,  as  ii.  on;:at,  one  <if  the  hest  illustrated 
editions  of  the  poet's  works.  J  Jut,  '  my  poverty,  and  not  my  will,' 
has  compelled  me  to  desist  from  the  attempt, 

"Yet,  though  I  may  not.  again  he  culled  to  'bear  my  part,  or 
show  the  glory  of  our  art,'  let  mo  indulge  the  hope  that  the  path 
which  has  been  so  snecessfully  and  auspiciously  opened  under 
your  encouragement  may  be  steadily  and  perseveringly  pursued 
by  others  ;  that  our  theatre  will  retrain,  as  Shakr.-pcare's  temple, 
consecrated  to  its  loftiest  purposes,  dedicated  to  the  highest  in- 
tellectual amusements,  and  no  longer,  as  a  mere  place  of  demora- 
lising and  licentious  resort,  degrade  our  character  for  refinement 
among  the  other  European  nations. 

"I  would  beg  to  trespass  one  short  minute  further  on  your 
attention,  and  avail  my  self  of  this  occasion  to  express  thus  publicly 
my  thanks  to  those,  friends  whose  ardour  and  zeal  in  my  cause 
have  loaded  me  with  benefits  that  I  never  can  repay.  Amongst 
them  I  must  beg  to  particularise  Sir  Edward  Lytton  Bulwer,  who 
wrote  his  delightful  play  of 'The  Lady  of  Lyons'  expressly  to 
serve  my  intercsis,  and,  after  public  opinion  had  stamped  it  as  the 
most  attractive  production  of  many  years,  obstinately—" 


l.'iekens,  Serjeant  Ta.Ifouvd,  and  Mr.  ^evlo  I  am  also  proud  to  be 
indebted,  and,  uniting  my  thanks  to  them  with  those  I  owe  to  you, 
I  beg  once  more  to  repeat,  the-  assurance-,  of  my  lastine;  gratitude 
and  my  deep  sense  of  your  great  kindness,  which,  whilst  I  can 
remember,  I  never  can  forget."  * 

Aw/mi  1 'Mli.— Looked  out  my  clothes  at  my  lodgings  ;  went  to 
rehearsal  at  the  Hay  market,  t  Acted  Othello,  in  part  well,  in  part 
languidly.  The  audience  did  not  seem  to  he  of  the  same  quality  of 
intellect  as  I  had  been  used  to  at  ("event  Garden. 

Ehlree,  August  2:stL-  Finished  'Deer-brook'  before  I  could  rise 

*  The  other  chief  toasts  of  the  evening  were  tbone  of  T.onl  ('onyiejdiam 
(then  Lord  Chamberlain)  and  of  Charles  Ycimi;  ;  the  memory  ot  iilioke.-poare, 
proposed  by  Milnes;  Sir  E.  L.  Bulwcr ;  the  Senate  and  the  Bar,  proposes  by 
Lord  Nugent,  coupled  with  the  names  of  Talfourd  and  Shell,  and  to  which 
Sheil  responded.  Sir  Martin  Archer  Shee  returned  thanks  for  the  Royal 
Academy,  sis  its  Presitat  ;  Dickens  proposed  the  health  of  the  Into  Company 
of  Coveot  Garden  Tie/ere,  which  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Serle;  and  the 
Hon.  W.  Cowper,  M.l'.,  returned  thanks  for  ike  stewards. — Ed. 

t  The  oris.M^i'ount  a!  the  l!aynrn-!;ei.  now  commenced  continued  to  the  end 
iiflhii  year,' oo  1  up  to  Ijth  Jaon.ijy  of  the  following  year  (IS-IO). — Ko, 
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the  morning.  I  close  this  book  with  feelings  of  gratitude  and 
veneration  to  the  author,  for  I  hare  been   much  benefited  by  the 

confirmation  of  good  aspiration  and  intention  that  has  existed 
feebly  within  me.  hose  end  Jii.-:i»-<l  the  dear  children  their  hymns, 
and  afterwards  examined  them  hi  their  mulliplication  and  the 
French  verbs.  Arranged  my  accounts,  &c,  and  afterwards  read 
in 'Othello.' 

London,  Sepfcniber  lSf.'i. —  Rehearsed  Shylock  with  very  few 
persons,  anil  did  not.  fool  at.  all  at  home  in  it.  I  have  not  got  the 
key  to  the  character,  and  must  sternly  and  resolutely  take  the 
part  in  hand. 

t'eiitembcr  3QI.ii.  -  Itnse  in  a  very  nervous  and  \randonng  slate  of 
mind  ;  very  much  magnifying  to  myself  the  possibilities  attendant. 
on  my  experiment  of  Shylock  this  evening,  and  sulfcring  under 
imaginations  and  apprehensions  that  appear  absurd  upon  the 
occasion.  The  unpleasant  position  of  liiis  character  is  that  its 
success  would  not  be  any  gi  oat.  accession  to  my  reputation,  and 
failure  must  do  some  harm  in  any  undertaking.  My  mind,  how- 
ever, is  made  up  to  do  my  best,  and  -what  more  can  any  man  do? 
or  what  more  does  a  reasonable  and  conscientious  man  require 
than  such  a  consciousness  to  place  his  mind  at  ease? 

Acted  Shylock,  and  Ivied  to  do  my  best ;  but  how  unavailing  is 
all  reasoning  again-.t  painful  facts— the  performance  was  on  utter 
failure     I  felt  it,  and  suffered  very  much  for  it. 

(k.VA'.r  ill,. — Shylock.  I  was  very  nervous  again,  lint  on  going 
upon  the  stage  1.  regained  much  self- possession:  identified  myself 
more  with  the  scene,  and  was  able  to  give  more  decision  and  clear 
effect  to  what  I  said  than  on  Monday  night.  I  acted  Shylock  in 
many  instances  very  fairly. 

0-:!tiher  }.'2ti>.--Guux  home  io  onr  newly-taken,  house,  York  Gate, 
Regent's  Park. 

Oi-.tub.v  lOt/r.—I  road  some  part  of  "Ihihra-'s  play,  'The  Sea 
Captain.'  Webster  called;  1  spoke  with  him  about  the  dresses 
and  scenery,  and  wo  then  settled  the  terms  of  an  engagement  for 
next  season  at  £100  per  week,  play  or  no  play,  with  the  choice  of 
a  mouth's  vacation  on  my  part. 

October  11th.— On  my  return  found  a  letter  from  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  in  reply  to  iair.e;  "regretting  that,  he  was  obliged  to 
refuse  my  request."  *  I  expected  this,  and  it,  only  adds  to  the 
strength  of  my  case,  whenever  1  wish  to  put  it  forward. 

O-.kbn-  22nd.— Rehearsed  the  new  play  of  'The  Sea  Captain.* 
Luhver  came  in  to  ask  mo  for  his  MS.  alterations. 

October  ii;}r</.-  Rehearsed  the  new  play.  Returned  home  very 
imich  tired.  Went  to  theatre,  and  acted  prelty  well;  was  called 
for  and  very  well  received.  I  made  tho  actors  play  the  play 
within  the  proscenium,  and  the  effect  was  greatly  improved. 

October  2ath.— Acted  Shylock  very  fairly,  better,  I"  think,  than 

*  For  a  personal  licence  to  perform  the  b  ^airantc  ::i;oa;:.      La. 
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on   any  previous  occasion.     TTead   came  with    part   of  my  dross, 

Ti'duniing  home.  f"i;'id    ;:■  puree!  ivirli  ;l  note  fnmi  Tlickclis,  and  a 
presentation  copy  of  ■  _Vit-k  h.-l  ■■,-."  *     What  n.  dear  :cllow  he  is  I 
October  30W. — Walkial  down  to  the  tbeatro.     lie  hearsed  the  new 

Slay.  Bulwer  and  Blanchard  came  to  the  rehearsal.  Bulwer 
ecame  more  confident  as  the  ndiearsal  proceeded,  ami  seemed  at 
ease  in  his  mind  when  it  had  concluded.  I  am  not.  I  want  time 
for  myself  and  much  more  for  other  persons-  and  things. 
Head  brought  me  my  dross  and  took  orders. 
Gave  the  whole  evening  to  a  late  hour  to  the  consideration  of  the 
new  play. 

Ocli.ih.-r  31j(.— Not  well.  Suffering  from  my  late  hours  last 
night.     Attended  to  die  lessons  of  my  children.     Saw  the  paper. 

Went  in  great  anxiety,  and  uncomfortably  to  the  theatre. 
Rehearsed  the  now  play.  ISlanehard  and  Mr.  Tyas  came  in. 
Keturned  home  very,  very  uncomfortably.  My  mind  depressed, 
and  my  spirits  suffering  much  from  m:-.givin;;'  and  apprehension. 
Head  the  play  over.  Went  to  the  theatre.  Aefed  Norman,  in 
Bulwer's  new  play,  with  some  energy,  anil  ooeas.iunal  inspiration. 
"Was  received  very  warmly,  and,  called  for  at  the  end,  greeted  with 
much  enthusiasm.! 

November  Xt-th. — Went  to  breakfast  with  Mrs.  Ticid  to  meet  the 
Princess  lielgiojoso.  She  did  not  arrive  till  past  twelve  o'clock. 
Dr.  Boget  catled  in  afterwards.  I  passed  an  agreeable  morning 
v.oIIl  lb  is  charming  woman. 

November  21th. — Hammond  ciill'-d,  ami,  in  a  conversation  with 
him,  Catherine,  and  afterwards  Letitia,  being  present,  I  recom- 
mended him  to  engage  Phelps,  IT.  I  'liiliips,  and  M  iss  Faucit.  Ho 
assented  to  the  justice  of  my  remarks,  and  promised  to  act  upon 
them.  Looked  at  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  but  found  nothing  to 
hope  from. 

J)c:.i-.:iilh-:r  Id-.— Stanfield,  Lovers,  Procters,  EoJJses,  Mrs.  Eeid, 
F.liiotson,  O'TTaidou,  Warren,  Honing,  Misses Faucit,  and  T.  Tlor ton 
came  to  dinner.  The  Loughs,  T.  Cookes,  Lane,  Eg.  Webbe, 
'/,.  Trough  ton,  Quin,  Aids  worth,  Edw.  Landseer,  Bennett,  Mrs. 
Kitchener,  came  in  the  evening.  The  day  was  cheerful,  the  music 
very  good,  and  all  passed  oil' very  pleasantly. 

fl'i-uiibcr  liiL  -Head  i:i  Carlyk's  '  i'reneh  Revolution,' —  that 
woiiiii'vfnl  book! 

riickens  gave  me  a  play  to  read,  called  '  Glencoe. 

December  7^.  — Finished  the  play  of  Glcneoo,'  which  has  so  much 
to  praise  in  it. 

Decemb-.-r  nth.  — Arranged  my  accounts,  and  found  myself 
possessed  of  £30,000,  a  small  realisation  out  of  such  a  receipt  as 
mine  has  been  the  last  twenty  years.  But  I  have  lost  much, 
given  away  much,  and,  I  fear,   spent  much;    but  what  I   have 

*  Which  was  dmli  cited  to  Jlncready. — Ed. 

f  'The  Sea  Captain'  was  jil:iye:l  irKpently  at  the  Haymarket  to  the  end  of 
Macready'e  engagement  of  this  date. — L'D. 
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lost,  anil  what  given,  would  leave  me,  with  all  my  speedings,  a 

December  9rt.— Read  in  Carlvle's  '  devolution.'  Towards  the 
morning  was  wakeful,  and  lay  reticent^'  mi  my  present  condition, 
and  what  it  might  or  would  have  been,  had  T  remained  in  the 
direction  of  Covent  Garden  Theatre.  One  thing  is  quite  certain,  I 
could  not  have  closed  the  theatre  (had  I  continued)  with  ono 
shilling  surplus  (vice  .CI, 200");  I  should  not  have  been  placed  as 
t ho  present  tenant  is,  for  (ho  Olympic  would  have  been  open;  I 
might  have  heen  ill,  which  wonld  be  ruin;  I  should  never  have 
seen  my  children,  ;i  calami:  y  nearly  equal. 

tomli-r  IWii.  —  Webster  informed  me  that  the  Hath  Theatre 
was  given  up.     The  country  ceases  to  be  a  source  of  revenue. 

J)e<w,li::r  12(7;. — Went  to  dine  with  Talfonrd,  calling  on  Dickens', 
who  said  he  was  too  ill  to  accompany  me.  Dined :  Talfonrd, 
1'orster,  and  self.  After  dinner  the  conversation  turned  on  plays. 
T  mentioned  one  I  had  of  a  striking  character  upon  a  popular 
subject;  Talfonrd  asked  me  the  liile.  I  told  him  'Glencoe.'  He 
questioned  me  about  its  possible  melodramatic  tendency.  I  told 
him  that  the  treatment  avuiOi-d  I  In-  melodrama  of  the  stage;  that 
the  style  was  an  imitation  of  his  writing,  bus.  without  the  point 
that  terminated  his  speeches ;  that  the  story  was  well  managed  and 
dramatic;  and  that  I  intended,  (o  act  it.  At  last,  to  my  utter 
astonishmoni,  he  pulled  out  two  books  from  his  pocket  and  said, 
"  Well,  I  will  no  longer  conceal  it— it  is  my  play  ;"  nnd  he  gave 
each  of  U3  a  copy !  I  never  in  my  life  experienced  a  greater 
surprise.  This  play  had  been  represented  to  me  as  Mr.  Collinson's, 
Forster  affected  great  indignation,  and  really  stormed ;  I  laughed, 
loud  and  long :  it  was  really  a  romance  to  me.  Talfonrd  told  us 
that  he  had  written  this  to  preserve  his  recollections  of  Glencoe. 
I  strongly  advised  him  to  take  one  nf  two  courses,  cither  to  flood 
the  town  with  the  edition,  published  anonymem-dy,  and  engage 
the  suffrages  of  the  press,  and  leave  it  to  be  acted  with  bis  name  as 
It  might  escape  ;  or  to  preserve  it  a  profound  secret,  giving  him  at 
the  -same  time  a  right  to  call  upon  me  if  he  heard  it  anywhere 
through  me. 

December  1M.. — Tlead  through  the  play  of 'Glencoe,'  which  I 
trust  is  destined  tube  a  great  success  ;  but  my  opinion  of  its  poetical 
merits  is  still  unchanged  :  it  is  superior  to,  in  dramatic  construction, 
and  very  much  below  in  poetry,  the  play  of '  Ion.' 

December  lath.-— Looked  over  my  accounts,  arid  examined  what 
had  been  my  expenses  this  your.  T  found  upwards  of  £400  for 
theatre  expenses,  and  £200  given  away  in  small  donations  to  poor 
or  importunate  people. 

December  20th. — Found  a  note  from  Bulwer,  a  most  kind  one, 
inquiring  of  me  if  I  had  any  wish  to  accept  the  place  of  Dramatic 
Censor;  that  applications  were  being  made  for  tho  office  in  the 
expectation  of  Charles  Kemble's  dealli,  and  that  ho  had  heard 
(o-day  that  they  would   give  the  preference  to   me.    Answered 
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Eulwer,  expressing  my  ari\ k-ty  to  obtain  the  office  if  I  could  have 
it  with  my  profession  tor  lour  years,  or  even  lor  one  year :  thanking 
him  very  cordially. 

Ihw.-ihbcr  2ith .—A  card  from  '.\lj\  Martin-:,  who  had  called  with  a 
"private  message  from  Lord  Uxbridge,"  and  wished  me  to  call  on 
him.  I  set  off  to  St.  James's  and  found  him.  His  errand  was  to 
express  to  me,  in  honeyed  phrase,  that  Lord  Uxbridge  had  given  to 
Mr.  J.  Kemljlo*  Hie  ;ii  i|  aiih  t  rm-jit.  t:  i  1  lepuiy  Licenser.  I  heard  the 
news  as  indifferently  as  I  could  endeavour  to  seem  to  do,  and  after 
some  conversation  left  him, 

"We  all  indulge  in  hops,  that  spite  of  our  efforis  grows  into 
expectation,  and  I  hud  resolved  on  leaving  the  stage  at  once,  and 
quitting  scenes  where  my  mind  is  in  a  whirl  of  passion,  intrigue, 
and  tumult,  where  temptations  to  error  are  constantly  before  me, 
and  provocations  beset  me  on  every  side.  I  had  hoped  to  retire 
from  this  to  the  serenity  o!  a  country  lifo,  toaslendor  establishment, 
and  the  society  of  my  children.  1  have  now  no  hops  of  tiny  assist- 
ance in  life,  but  must  finish  it,  and  play  out  the  game  myself.  God 
assist  me !    Amen. 


1840. 

London,  January  ~>t!i.— Heard  the  children  their  hymns,  and 
arranged  my  accounts.  In  thinking  over  and  speaking  of  my 
expenses,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  absolutely  in- 
dispensable that  I  should  give  up   Els  true   and  take  a  house  in 

January  15th.—'  Sea  Captain.'  Last  night  of  ITaymarket  en- 
gagement. 

January  )&!/,. — Went  with  Catherine  to  look  at  a  house — Clarence 
Terrace — which  I  liked, 

January  200;. — Wont,  to  Diury  Lane  Theatre.  Acted  M:iebsth 
tolerably  fairly,  was  called  for,  and  well  received.  Was  very 
grateful  to  see  so  excellent,  a  house.  How  different  my  return 
to  this  theatre  to  niv  departure  from  it!  How  grateful  I  ought 
to  be  I 

January  22;i>l  —  "Rehearsed  the  play  of  iUisry  ^ruarl,'  Went  to 
Drury  Lane  Theatre,  and  acted  Ruth  veil  ;  was  nervous,  and,  to 
my  own  surprise — in  fact  I  cannot  now  understand  the  cause— 
I  lost  the  words  in  my  great  effect  of  the  fourth  act.  I  came  off 
the  stage  in  a  state  of  desperate  fury,  rushed  to  my  book,  and, 
when  1  looked  at  the  words,  in  which  f  hail  been  perfect  six  weeks 
ago,  I  saw  that  i!'  my  life  depended  on  it  1  could  not  have  spoken 
them— they  had  froi'ic  out:  of  my  head  !  Was  culled  on  after  the 
play,  F.nd  very  well  received. 

•  John  Mitchell  Kemble,  of  Triniiy  Colio:;e,  C;unt>! ia>,  the  distinguished 
Asi^hj-KiLKjii  scholar,  sun  of  Ch:'.vk'-  KVru I :!■.'.  whn  is:,..!  km  for  some  time  in 
the  actual  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office.— Ed. 
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F-Jiruary  10'.'").  —  Went  to  the  }':»■/./.;>.  Coffee  House  f.o  ct.TiLrral  ul.i  i  i' 
anil  sup  w  itii  Mttclise  on  (ho  occasion  of  his  election  as  a  lioyal 
Academician.     Stanfield  vns  there  with  others. 

February  1  'Mil.— "Went,  to  dine  with  Mrs.  Kolls,  and  passed  an 
agreeable  day.  Met  Dottin,  M.P.  for  Southampton,  Walpole, 
Boxall,  Whately  and  Lady  Henrietta  Churchill,  Dickens  and  Mrs. 
Lichees.  M  its  Moricc,  &C 

March  5n>.—JEt.  47.     My  birthday. 

— 4th. — T  went  with  Nina  and  Letitia  to  Elstree.    My 

journey  was  a  melancholy  one  ;  every  familiar  object  on  the  road, 
the  road  itself,  leading  over  iiroekley  Hill,  as  I  caught  it  in  the 
distance,  looked  as  if  part  of  the,  happy  thoughts  that  were  as- 
sociated with  what  I  think  of  as  my  home  of  many  happy  years. 
How  often  in  coming  here  have  1  left  care,  and  evil  passion,  and 
degrading  thought  £  behind  me,  and  felt,  as  the  beauty  of  the  land- 
t-cape  opened,  and  the  inspiring  freshness  of  the  air  "breathed  on 
rae,  my  heart  spring  up  and  burn  within  Hie  in  gratitude  to  God 
and  love  of  His  works  seen,  heard,  and  felt  around  me !  I  must, 
leave  it — my  home,  iny  home  1     farewell,  dear,  dear  Elstree  ! 

S  March  H/ii  it;  March  lUiii. — lingagement  at  Bristol.] 
\ondon,  March  15th. — Went  to  dinner  at  Lord  Lansdowno's. 
Met  some  agreeable  persons,  with  Fonbhiuom.',  Uulwer,  Pigott, 
the  Solicitor-! liberal  for  Jri.hinil,  and  Lord  \ormanby.  The  day 
was  pleasant  to  me,  and  I  was  much  struck  with  the  beautiful 
works  of  art  I  saw  there.  Fortun-iti  nin.in.ni,  who  are  born  to 
such  possessions. 

March  Wl.h  — 1'irsf  night,  of  engagement  at  Hay  market.*  "Went 
1o  theatre  and  acted  Hamlet  very  carefully  and  very  well.  The 
new  effect  of  the  pictures  on  the  wall  of  ibe  apartment  was  n 
very  great  improvement  on  the  old  stupid  cu-:om.  Was  called 
for  and  very  well  received  by  the  audience.  Miss  Horton  made 
quite  a  success  in  Ophelia,  and  was  very  warmly  received  indeed. 
liulwer,  Jerdan,  Lorslor,  Maelise  cume  into  my  room.  All  were 
much  pleased,  but  Bulwer  was  quite  delighted  '  1  never  saw  him 
so  enthusiastic.  I  was  very  much  pleased.  Thank  God  all  went 
so  well ! 

March  2L,'. — Called  on  Maelise,  and  saw  again  bis  grand  pictnro 
of  Macbeth.  Tie1  figure:  of  T.ady  Macbeth,  which  I  had  not  seen 
before,  I  thought  the  ideal  of  the  character;  it  is  a  noble  con- 
ception. His  picture  of  Olivia  I  can  look  at  for  ever;  it  is  beauty, 
moral  and  physical,  personified. 

April  Si"), — Gave  the  children  their  lessons.  .Received  letters 
from  Kugby  for  subscriptions  to  a  new  chinch  there. 

Walked  to  Regent  Street,  with  Lichens,  and  took  a  cab  home. 
Rested  after  dinner.  The  servant  brought  me  in  a  card,  Mr. 
Thomas  Moove,  and  told  me  the  gentleman  would  take  no  denial. 

)  the  end  of  this  year, 


»  This  engagement  at  the  Hayro 

and  up  to  loth  Mm-h  in  the  felkevii 

1-J-.,nr(1841)— 
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I  could  not  imagine  it  to  bo  Tom  Bloore,  and  went  out  in  a  very  i!l 
humour:  to  my  surprise,  it  was  the  bright  little  man  himself. 
We  went  upstairs,  and  he  wanted  to  visit  the  Haymarket  with 
Mrs.  Moore  and  his  son.  who  is  going  out  to  India.  I  told  him 
to  ask  for  his  own  private  box,  which  I  procured  for  him  when 
I  went  to  the  theatre. 

April  lltli. — Acted  Cardinal  Ilichelieu.  Dickens  called  for  me, 
and  we  went  together  to  Lord  Northampton's.*  Saw  there 
Babbage,  Jluclise,  Ktty.  Pickcrsgill,  J forner,  Jordan,  Stanfield, 
Lord  Aberdeen,  Arehbiskup  of  Oa'tterbnry.  Oartwright,  Sir  II. 
Ellis,  Sir  Eichard  Jenkins,  T.  Hook,  Dr.  Dibbin,  Sir  D.  Wilkie. 
Walked  home  with  Dickens. 

April  2rW.— Acted  Claude  Mehiotio  partially  well;  was  called 
for,  but  hearing  Miss  Faucit's  name,  thought  it  right  she  should 
have  her  undivided  applause,  and  desired  that  son:':  one  else  should 
lead  her  on,  which  was  done.  Went  on  afterwards,  to  the  con- 
tinued call,  and  was  well  received.  David  Golden  came  into  my 
room  and  accompanied  mo  to  Cabbage's,  where  I  saw  Sydney 
Smith,  Professor  Wbcatstone,  the  liroekedons,  two  or  three  whom 
I  knew,  but  not  by  name,  Harness,  'i'ravers,  llawes,  T.udy  Stepney, 
Dr.  Araott,  Milman,  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  (Stanley),  who  wished 
to  be  known  to  me.  I  had  a  very  interesting  conversation  with 
him,  a  man  I  admire  and  reverence  so  much,  speaking  with  great 
warmth  of  the  effort  I  had  made  and  the  probable  effect  if  carried 
out.     I  was  very  much  pleased  with  him. 

April  2l.))/i. — Went  out.  anil  hastened  down  to  King's  College, 
where  I  saw  Professor  Wheutstone.  who  showed  the  persons 
present  his  electric  telegraph,  and  his  speaking  machine,  which 
uttered  clearly  the  words  ''Mamma,  pupa,  mother,  thumb,  sum- 
mer." I  was  amply  recompensed  for  flic  visit  T  paid  him.  1  saw 
Milman  there,  who  was  very  courteous.  Gulled  at  several  shops 
and  priced  various  articles  of  furniture. 

Looked  in  at  the  Water-colour  Exhibition,  and  saw  some  very 
beautiful  things  by  Copley,  Fielding,  and  Prout.  Galled  at  the 
Haymarket,  and  spoke  to  Webster  en  business.  Called  at  Hollo- 
way's,  and  paid  for  my  prints. 

May  1st.— Went  to  the  private  view  of  the  Poy.al  Academy,  and 
was  much  gratified  with  what.  I  saw  ;  .1.  think  it.  is  one  of  the  best 
exhibitions  I  have  seen ;  all  the  distinguished  artists  are  up  to  a 
high  mark,  except  Turner,  who  is  lamentable.  Saw  D'Ursay, 
Efty,  C.  Landseer,  Kdwin  Jiancsccr,  Mueli.-so,  Mrs.  Dickens, 
StanfieB,  T.  Hill,  Mr.  W.  Russell. 

May  bth.— Acted  Hamlet,  as  I  thought,  in  a  most  real  and 
effective  manner.  Was  well  satisfied  with  myself.  Alexander 
Dumas,  with  two  friends,  came  into  my  room  after  the  play.  Very 
much  pleased.     Dumas  told  me  ho  had  undertaken  to  translate 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


488  liacready's  Diaries.  18i0. 

'Macbeth,'  and  that  Ligier'  would  coaie  over  to  consult  me  about 
its  performance. 

MayWh— Attended  Curlyk's  lecture,  'The  Hero  as  a  Prophet; 
Mahomet:'  on  which  he  descanted  with  a  fervour  and  eloquence 
that  only  a  conviction  of  truth  could  give.  I  was  charmed, 
carried  away  by  him.     Met  Browning  there. 

May  ll(/t.— Went  to  theatre,  liohearsed  'Glencoe,'  which 
wears  an  appearance  of  much  promise. 

May  2:\rd.-— Went  to  (he  theatre,  and,  in  the  character  of 
llalbeit  Maodonald  in  Talfourd's  play  of  'Glencoe,'  I 'did  all  I 
could  do— all  that  the  very  short  period  allowed  for  preparation 
allowed  me  to  do.  The  andicnoe  became  very  fervent,  although 
1  felt,  in  the  second  act,  that  tlio  persons  in  the  front  were 
disposed  to  bo  ill-natured.  "Was  called  for  by  the  house,  and  when 
silence  was  obtained,  T  in  funned  them  that  I  had  alitlle  history  to 
relate  concerning  the  play;  Unit  it.  had  been  placed  in  my  hands 
by  a  friend,  as  the  work  of  a  gentleman  named  Collinson,  who  had 
written  to  me  once,  but,  that,  in  entering  on  the  work,  I  felt  no 
more  interest  in  it  than  the  general  anxiety  I  feel  on  subjects 
appertaining;  to  dramatic  literature.  T  fell,  deeply  as  I  read  it, 
and  I  argued  that  what  had  touched  me  so  nearly  could  not  bo 
without  effect  more  generally.  Mr,  "Webber  accepted  it  unhesi- 
tatingly, and  it  was  some  time  after  that  I  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  real  author,  a  name  which  1  had  pleasure  in  communi- 
cating as  they  w.irdd  lmve  in  hearia;:,  being  that  of  one  whose  pen 
had  been  invariably  exercised  in  a>s>.-rling  the  benefit  and  beauty 
and  blessing  of  an  earnest,  faith  in  good— it  was  Mr.  Serjeant 
Talfourd's.  This  was  greatly  apphuukil,  and  1.  eave  out  the  play 
for  three  nights'  representations  per  week  (ill  further  notice. 
Talfourd  rushed  into  my  room  to  thank  me,  and  Dickens,  Maclise, 
&e„  also  came. 

M'ly'iilli. — Talfourd  and  Dickens  called  for  me,  and  we  went 
togetherto  liogers',  where  we  dined.  Lord  and  Lady  Seymour, 
Mrs.  Norton,  Lad^Dulferiu,  .Lord  Penman,  Luttrcll,  and  Poole, 
with  Miss  Rogers,  wero^Stre  party.  I  was  pleased  with  the  day, 
liking  Mrs.  Norton  very  much,  and  being  nmoh  amused  with  some 
anecdotes  of  Rogers.  His  collection  of  pictures  is  admirable, 
and  the  spirit  of  good  taste  seems  to  pervade  every  nook  of  his 
house. 

May  31st — Went  to  Lady  THcsfington's,  where  IsawtheFon- 
blanques,  Lords  Normanby  and  Canterbury,  .llilaes,  Chorley,  Stan- 
dish,  Eubini,  Stuart  "Wortley,  an  Italian— Count  something— Mr. 
Palgravo  Simpson,  and  Lis  at,  Ibe  most  marvellous  pianist  I  ever 
heard.     I  do  not  know  when  I  have  been  to  excited. 

June  IS'/'. — Went  over  Willie's  translation  with  him  very  parti- 
cularly, which  be  did  pretty  well,  hut,  Ore-ar  is  not  a  book  to  be 
given  as  one  to  ground  an  infant  mind  in  a  language.     Read  part 

*  The  distinguished  tragedian  of  the  The'Stre  Francois.— Ed. 
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of  Melnotte.  Elliotson  calf  il,  ai>;l  ur;ycdmetotry  flic  prescription. 
A  letter  from  a  poor  woman  with  whom  I  had  lodged  when -very 
young ;  liername  was  Eliza  Bobinson.  Poor  creature  I  She  brings 
back  to  me  the  days  of  my  boyhood,  since  when  my  life  looks  like 
a  vision,  a  rapid  change  of  dim  scenes. 

Jam  S&rd.— Looked  at  '  Timon  of  Athens,'  but  it  is  (for  the 
stage)  only  an  incident  wilh  comments  on  it.  The  story  is  not 
complete  enough  —  not.  furnished,  I  ought  to  say — with  the  re- 
quisite varieties  of  pas;-icn  for  :i  play  ;  it  is  heavy  and  monotonous, 
Ju  nc  2Mb.— Saw  J'.tiys  picture  of  the 'Bridge  of  Sighs '  adver- 
tised for  sale  in  the  papers  ;  decided  on  inquiring  about  it.  Called 
on  Etty,  who  was  from  home ;  learned  that  the  picture  had  been 
removed  to  Colnaghi's;  determined  to  pursue  it.  Called  at  Coi- 
nage's ;  heard  of  the  picture,  that  iin  price  would  not  be  under 
£30;  upon  his  statement  of  the  first  value,  between  buyer  and 
seller,  agreed  to  give  iMO  for  il,  I'.e  to  negotiate  the  purchase. 

June  25th. — I  sent  to  Colnaghi's  fur  Etty's  picture  of  tho  '  I) ridge 
of  Sighs.'  I  do  not  grudge  the  money  for  it.  It  is  to  me  poetry 
on  canvas.  The  story  of  that  gloomy  canal  and  its  falal  bridge  is 
told  at  once;  there  is  a  history  before  you  and  a  commentary  upon 
it  in  the  single  star  that  is  looking  down  upon  the  dark  deeds 
below. 

June  2~'h. — A  son  born.* 

August  liith. — Be  hearsed  fir  Oswin  Mortland  in  'To  Marry  or 
Not  to  Marry.'  Went  to  Ilaymarkcl  Theatre  and  acted  Sir  Uswin 
Mortland,  not  to  my  own  satisfaction,  though  praised  by  Serle. 
■Was  called  for  and  well  received,  leading  on  Miss  P.  Horton,  who 
did  her  teaching  credit. 

Sr/.ti.mUr  U>W. — Head  called  and  tool;  directions  about  my  dress 
for  Bichard  Cromwell.  Went,  to  I  ho  theatre  ;  rehearsed  the  new 
play.  Went  into  the  Oxford  Street  'Theatre  ;  was  denied,  but  on 
giving  my  name,  was  conducted  over  it  by  a  sort  of  superintendent. 
It  is  really  beauti  fid  :  well  placed,  it  would  beafortunc,  but  where 
it  is  I  have  no  faith  in  ils  success. 

Hc[M-mher  2-it/i.  -iicimaised  the  play  of '  Master  Clarke.' 
— — —  2lith. — Wont  to  the  theatre  and  rehearsed  the  play  of 
'Eichard  Cromwell.'  Returning  home,  read  over  the  part,  and 
going  again  to  the  theatre,  aetrd  it  ■;  hh-hard  i'ri;tiwoll)  very  fairly, 
brin gins;  out  some  parts  of  the  character  with  truth  and  force.  I 
was  called  for  and  very  well  received  by  the  audience. 

Sep! ember  LiT'/i.  -  B'.-s:an  reading  and  making  legible  Bulnev's 
comedy  of 'Honey.'  Eead  the  whole  of  it  to  Catherine,  &C,  with 
rorster,  wltli  which  all  were  delighted.     Fhreat  I 

tS*<7A:Tfi?jf;i-2S(.''.— fcijiokc  fo  Webster  on  the  subject  of  next  year's 
engagement.  He  said  that  he  understood  f  had  said  that,  while  I 
was  comfortable  at  the  Hay  market  I  would  stay.  I  mentioned  the 
position  of  my  name  on  the  play-bills,  that  it  should  not  on  any 
occasion  be  put  under  any  other  person's,  as  it  had  been  ;  that  I 
•  Walter  Francis  Sheil,  died  February  8th,  1853.— En. 
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should  have  the  rip-lit  to  a  private  box  when  l.hev  were  not  let. 
He  wished  mo  to  tuke  the  month's  leave  which  I  hall  at  my  option; 
tried  it  on  for  "  seven  weeks,"  to  which  I  would  not  agree.  He 
also  wished  to  alter  t lie  mode  of  play  and  pav;  this  I  would  only 
hear  of  so  far,  that  T  should  he  paid  weekly  £100  for  the  same 
number  of  nights  (except  iiisr  tin-,  month's  leave),  but  lie  miedit  put 
tlie  nights  in  what  order  he  olmse  thri'iip-h  the  whole  term  of  en- 
gagement. Appointed  the  reading  of  the  coined  v  for  to-morrow. 
Read  over  Richard  Cromwell.  Went  to  theatre";  acted  Richard 
Cromwell  tolerably.     Called  for  and  well  received. 

September  £3!A-  Looked  over  the  sums  of  the  children.  Read 
the  paper.  Note  from  Ransom.  Assisted  Willie  in  his  lessons. 
Applied  myself  to  the  revision  and  marking  of  the  MS.  of  Bnlwer's 
now  comedy,  to  which  1  gave  the  enf  ire  morr.ing.  Messrs.  Webster 
and  Willtnott  called  at  three  o'clock  to  hear  the  comedy  read.  I 
read  it  to  them,  and  Mr.  "Webster  accepted  ir,  expressing  his  wish 
to  bavo  it  produced  as  soon  us  possible.  "Weill  to  dine  with  Procter, 
at  whoso  house  I  met  Christie,  Dr.  Soutlley,  Mr.  Coulson,  and 
two  French  gentlemen. 

October  4th. — Read,  cut,  and  remarked  on  Hulwer's  comedy  of 
'Money.'  Helped  "Willie  in  his  lessons,  Ferster  came  to  dinner. 
Afterwards  read  the  play  of 'Gisippus.'  It  is  a  wonderful  play. 
All  were  charmed  with  it. 

October  Uh .—Arranged  the  three  first  nets  of  the  comedy  of 
'Money.'  Catherine  received  a  letter  from  Miss  Mart mean,  who 
asks,  in  speaking  of  this  world,  "  Can  there  be  anyone  who  believes 
there  is  not  another  'i "  Wrote  I  o  ftliss  Ilerries,  thanking  her  for 
her  copy  (electrotype)  of  the  medal  of  Canova;  inclosed  it  in  a 
note  to  Holloway. 

October  Glh.— Went  to  Covent  Garden  Theatre  to  see  Knowles's 
play  of '  John  of  l'roeida.'  I  paid  for  entrance — u  slight  reproach,  1 
think,  to  the  manners,  i.asfe,  ami  feeling  of  I  ho  present  management. 
The  play  was  not  intereslinp; ;  there  were  good  scenes,  or  rather 
parts  of  good  scenes  in  it.  Mr.  Anderson  was  by  far  the  best  actor 
in  the  play;  he  is  much  Improved.  I  saw  an  interlude  after  it,  full 
of  practical  jokes,  which  was  very  fairly  acted  by  Messrs.  Keeley 
and  Mathews,  but  it  was  poor  stuff.  1  was,  or  seemed  to  ho,  quite 
unknown  in  the  theatre,  where  noi.  a  year  and  a  halt  ago  I  was  t.ho 
observed  of  all  observers.  Such  is  the  world  1  Walked  home 
thinking  on  my  art,  and  meditating  on  Othello. 

October  1th.— Read  over,  as  much  as  I  could,  Mr.  F.  Barham's 
play  of  'Socrates,'  in  which  Socrates  calls  his  wife,  "Xaiitippc  — 
Tippet.  "Wrote  a  note  to  the  nulbor  upon  if.  Marked  three  aeis 
of  the  comedy  of '  Money.'  Zouch  Troughton  called ;  went  over 
with  him  the  alterations  of  the  tragedy  of  'Nina  Si'orza,'  with 
which  ho  was  satisfied  ;  ho  took  Iho  boe.k  with  him  f..>r  Insertions. 

October  9fA.— Played  at  piquet,  in  order  to  learn  the  game  for  the 
now  play,  '  Money.' 

OdviN  ]Wi.— Looked  at  the  newspaper,  in  which  I  read  the 
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notice  of  the  opening  of  Lrury  Lane  Theatre  with  'Concerts 
d'Hiver.'  Not  one  word  of  regret,  k  monstrance,  or  concern  at 
this  perversion  of  the  editic-e  from  its  purposes :  not  a  whisper  of 
corn  plaint  against  the  tyranny  tiiat  gives  to  it  tho  power  of  pro- 
venting  other  theatres  from  acting  Shakespeare,  whilst  it  cannot 
or  will  not  represent,  the  drama  itself!  Went  to  the  theatre  to 
rehearse  '  The  Stranger.'  Returning,  called  on  Dickens,  and 
appointed  to  go  with  him  to  the  theatre.  Gave  the  afternoon  to 
make  Willie  do  and  nttderstnud  his  lo>sou,  in  which  I  hope  and 
think  I  succeeded.  Called  for  Dickens,  and  went  to  sec  'The 
Spanish  Curate'  at  Co  vent  Garden  ;  with  the  exception  of  Messrs. 
Anderson  and  Keeley,  the  play  was  very,  very  badly  acted, 
dressed  with  no  regard  to  costume,  and,  upholstered  for  all  times, 
the  characters  were  not  understood.  I  expected  and  sat  shrinking 
to  hear  the  hiss,  which  did  not  eoivie  ;  the  audience  applauded, 
though  coldly  and  flatly.  I  cannot  hut  see  the  vast  difference 
between  what,  ('event  (linden  was  and  what  ii  lias  descended  to. 

Od'Mr  l-y/i. — Mr.  Simpson  of  tho  Birmingham  Theatre  called, 
and  talking  with  me  of  an  engagement,  left  me  with  the  under- 
standing that,  if  I  was  free  and  willing  to  visit  Birmingham  at 
Whitsuntide,  I  was  to  write  and  apprise  him  of  the  fact,  and  to 
receive  for  five  nights  £250.  Answered  the  application  from  a 
Mr.  Tiffany  with  an  aut.ograph.  Mason  called.  I  mentioned  tho 
London  Library  to  him  and  gave  hint  a  prospectus. 

ijdobtr  2i!h. — Looked  over  what  I  could  of  the  comedy  of 
'Money.'  Went  to  lite  theatre  and  read  it  to  the  company,  who 
were  very  much  excited  by  it.    It  was  quite  successful  with 

October  25(7<.— After  dinner  continued  my  work  on  'Money,' 
about  which  I  begin  lo  have  my  usual  apprehension;!. 

Odtibtr  2'th.-  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  J  hayshi.r,  Miss  Faueit,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hall,  Blanchard,  "W.  Tioxull,  and  Stone  dined  with  us. 

(k'.-'h  r  :2S!k.~  Went  to  the  rehearsal  of  '  Money,'  at  the  end  of 
which  Bulwer  came  with  a  note  of  tho  dresses  of  the  various 
characters.  Came  heme  extremely  tired,  and  slept,  or  tried  to 
sleep,  the  whole  afternoon— at  least  as  much  as  I  had  of  after- 
noon. Acted  Claude  Mclnotte  very  fairly;  was  called  for  and 
well  received. 

Kovtmbtr  2y.iL— "Rose  in  tolerably  good  lime,  and  attended  to 
Nina's  sum.  Bead  the  newspaper,  and.  used  the  interim  between 
the  hour  of  rehearsal  in  writing  out  I  lie  letter  to  Dr.  Griffin,  pro- 
posing £300  for  the  play  of  '  Gisippus,'  and  £50  more  if  its  run 
should  extend  to  twenty-live  nights.  My  right  to  last  only  five 
years  from  the  date  of  the  agreement-,  two  of  which,  it  is  obvious, 
I  must  lose.  Went  to  the  theatre  and  rehearsed  the  two  last  acts 
of  the  comedy  of 'Honey.' 

Socniidif.r  5.'/;. — Wen:  to  the  theatre,  where  I  spent  two  hours  in 
the  rehearsal  of  one  page  of  the  club  scene  in  the  new  comedy. 
As  I  writo,   doubt  and  misgivings  arise   in  my  mind.    I  have 
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nothing'   great   or  striking   in   situation,  character,  humour,  or 
passion    to    develop.     The    power  of  all   this  is  thrown  on  Mr. 

Strickland  anil  partially  on  Mr.  Webster. 

A'm.KVibcr  Kith.— Catherine  took  me  down  to  the  Shakespeare 
Society  in  a  earriae:e.  i  mot  there  Collier,  Tomlin.  Dilke.  Ayrtnn, 
Amyot,  Bruce,  T.  Campbell,  Uourtetiey,  and  K.enuey.  The  laws 
anil  resolution,';  of  the  society  were  discusser1,  in  a  very  harmonious 
manner.  Received  Dr.  dri  Bin's  answer,  with  full  acceptance  of 
my  proposal  for  the  ".MS.  of  'Gisippus.' 

Nove-mb-r  Vitli.— Mr,  nod  Mi'?.  Bishop.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brockedon, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickens,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren,  Beuzley,  Cartwriglit, 
and  Price  came  to  dinner. 

Nv.-ember  13fA.— Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  rehearsed  three 
acts,  or  the,  belter  part  of  three  acts,  of  the  new  comedy. 

Nov-imb  t  J  ~t!i. — Called  on  Rogers,  and  sat  some  time  with  him. 
Proposed  to  him  the  plan  for  the  monument  to  Mrs.  Stddons,  into 
which  he  warmly  entered,  observing  that  Mrs.  Siddons  had  said  to 
him,  on  the  occasion  of  her  brother's  monument,  "I  hope,  Mr. 
rioters,  that,  one  day  justice  will  be  done  to  women."  He  cordially 
took  it  up. 

November 20lh. — Went  to  theatre.  "Rehearsed  with  much  pains 
the  three  first  acts  of  '  Money,'  in  which  I  find  I  have  very  little 
to  do,  but  I  must  strive  to  make.  I  lie  most  of  it,  Bulwer  came  to 
the  rehearsal.  D'Orsay  called  to  see  what  T  wanted.  I  inquired 
of  him  his  hatter,  the  mode  of  keeping  accounts  at  the  clubs  in 
play,  about  servants,  &c.  It  was  very  kind  in  him.  A  long 
debate  about  annooncine:  the  play,  which  was  fixed  for  Thursday, 
&c.  Gave  the  whole  evening  to  t  lie  cutting,  arranging,  and  pre- 
paring 'Money.'     Wrote  out.  the  whule  club  scene.     Very  late. 

November  2Xst. — 'Lady  of  Lyons.'  2'Ard. — 'Werner,'  2ith. — 
'  Lady  of  Lyons.' 

Noi!<:rit!.ier  -;>Lh. — My  blessed  Joan  taken  from  us.    God's  will  be 

November  SOtJi.— Funeral  of  Joan. 

ThrsitJier  8!/).— Went  to  the  'flay market  and  rehearsed  the  play 
of 'Money.'  I  was  very  much  depress, ■■<!  and  low-spirited.  Coming 
home,  read  over  the  part,  and  resolved  to  do  my  best  with  it- 
Laid  out  and  put  up  my  clothes.  Acted  the  part  of  Evelyn.  Not 
satisfied.  I  wanted  lightness,  self-pos-essi'm,  and,  in  the  serious 
scenes,  truth.  I  was  not  good— T  feel  it.  In  the  last  scene  Miss 
Fauci t,  as  I  had  anticipated,  had  quite  the  advantage  over  me; 
this  was  natural.  Bulwer  came  into  my  room  ;  ho  was,  as  usual, 
obliged  by  my  exertions.* 

December  VUh.—  Acted  Evelyn  bettor  titan  I  had  previously 
done,  but  it  is  an  inelleelive,  inferior  part. 

December  £3fe'.— Beceived  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  answer,  who 

*  ;  JRmilw  '  had  a  1ii:l™  1-um,  a  ad  im  «tln>r  (,I;iv  was  !;:\-on  at  (lie  Jf:i vniarkct 
until  thofnJcf  M:>.io;uli-'s  eu^;i«;ea:o-.t  :'^:w,  ("a  l.!;li  .M.,rdi  in  the  fdlowiii" 
j-esir  06H).-En. 
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refers  my  request;  to  the  proprietors  of  Erury  Lane  and  Covent 
Garden — the  oppressed  to  the  oppressor. 

Decanlier  old. — Tin;  last,  clay  of  a  yc.ir  has  now  become  a  grave 
and  solemn  tiling  to  me:  I  feel  my  improaeh  towards  a  change  of 
being,  and  T  cannot  eonli'mpLiic  without  sad  ami  serious  thoughts 
the  "  shadows,  clouds,  and  darkness  I  [oil.  rest,  upon  it,"  My  heart 
lifts  up  its  prayer  to  God  for  blessings  on  my  beloved  family 
through  time  to  come.    Amen. 


[Additional  sentence  prefixed  to  diary:] 

"  Quant  i  la  religion,  je  pense  que  Dieu  n'est  ni  PresUtelien,  ni  Lutherien, 
lli  Je  la  haute  c'glise  ;   Mieu  est  le  fire  Je  tous  les  hommes." 

London,  January  1st. — With  prayers,  earnest  and  devout,  to 

Almighty  God  for  His  Divine  protection  iigaji>t  all  the  evils  which 
the  tnach inations  of  others  or,  what  I  more  fear,  the  bad  passions 
and  infirmities  of  joy  own  natr.ro,  may  brio;:  against  me,  and  with 
heartfelt  sivppliealuinfor  the  health,  in  mind  and  body,  of  my  dear 
family,  I  enter  upon  the  present  year.  "  O  God,  deal  not  with  me 
after  my  sins,  neither  reward  me  after  mine  iniquities."  I  implore 
of  Thee,  0  God,  grace  and  gentleness  of  spirit,  charity  of  heart 
towards  my  fellow-men  in  word  and  deed,  and  resolution  over  my 
evil  inclinations,  that  1  may  atone  by  my  conduct  in  the  time  to 
come, for  the  oftlnees  that  have  stained  Die  yixat,  and  be  in  act  and 
thought  a  worthy  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ. 

January  2nd. —  Looked  at  the  newspaper,  and  seeing  an  adver- 
tisement of  a  testimonial  to  Lord  Iflhind's  memory,  sent  five 
guineas  in  a  note  to  Coutts.  I  think  it,  was  right  and  prudent  to 
do  it,  otherwise  the  money  was  an  object :  it  is  my  business  to 
endeavour  to  accumulate. 

January  3rd. — Arranged  my  week's  riccoimip.  and  gave  much 
time  to  scrutinising  the  last  year's  expenditure,  which  I  find  very 
heavy.  Endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  average  of  my  expenses  for 
the  current  year ;  found  them  to  be  so  heavy  that  unless  I  use 
great  caution  and  economy  (which  1  pray  God  I  may  bo  able  to 
do),  I  shall  realise  nothing  out  of  a  splendid  income.  Pursued  my 
calculations,  by  wli'i-h  1  find  Shut,  if  i  exceed  in  my  expenditure 
an  average  of  £190  per  calendar  month,  I  can  never  expect  io 
realise  independence. 

J/mwiry  ilk— Looked  through  the  piny  of 'The  Sculptor,'  and 
found  it  a  most  outrageous  absurdity,  \Vrote  a  note  and  addressed 
ii,  with  tlio  IIS.  of  the  aotiiur,  to  he  left  at  the  stage  door. 

January  bl!,.— "Went  to  the  theatre,  where  I  read  the  play  of 
■Nina  Sforza'inaroom,  or  rooms,  for  we  were  driven  from  one  to 
another,  choking  us  with  smoke.  I  was  glad  that  I  had  chosen 
the  part  of  Spinola, ;  I  must  work  hard  at  it. 
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January  6th.-— Forster  read  me  a  sketch  of  characters,  for  a 
comedy  by  Euhver,  of  which  1  thought  very  poorly.  He  talked  of 
Cromwell,  but  that  1  think  beyond  nil  Inn.  Shakespeare. 

Jamrvri/  7th.— Head  a  lif.tli:  of  '  Nina  Sihrza.'  Wont  to  rehearsal 
with  His.  Stirling,  who  takes  the  part,  of  Clara  in  the  play  to- 
night. Nina  called  for  mo,  and  1  went  with  her  to  Sir  F.  Chan  trey's; 
ho  was  out  of  town  ;  wo  loo.ki.-d  invo  the  studio.  We  walked  home 
through  Eelgrave  Square  and  tho  Park ;  the  weather  made  tho 
exercise  quite  an  enjoyment  to  me.  Nina  did  her  sunt  in  the  after- 
noon. Edward  sent  a  note  with  Napier's  last  two  volumes,  and 
borrowed  first  lie  called  after  T  liad  rested,  and  T  left  him  hero, 
when  I  went  to  the  theatre.  Acted  Evelyn  tolerably  well.  Waa 
much  pleased  with  Mrs.  Stirling  in  Clara.  She  speaks  with  fresh- 
ness and  truth  of  tone. 

J  unit- try  10th. — To  itiy  Yi:i-y  great  piuisfiictli.nl,  Catherine  found 
the  old  family  prayer-hook  of  my  mother,  in  whieh  tho  births  of. 
her  family  are  entered,  as  I  suppose  liy  her  lather  and  mother,  and 
of  her  own  children  by  my  father  and  by  herself.  It  is  an  evidence 
of  my  age,  and  might,  poi-siiily  ho  required,  to  prove  my  real  time 
of  birth,  and  correct  an  erroneous  entry  In  the  pariah  register, 
which  makes  me  a  year  older. 

.January  \Uh. — Went  up  to  the  drawing-room,  after  reading  a 
scene  of  'Nina  Sforza,'  to  see  Forster,  who  was  there.  He  read  me 
a  letter  from  liuhvcr,  s:  art  in;;  tho  idea  of  Sir  Robert  Wal pole  as  a 
dramatic  character.    I  caught  at  it. 

January  Vl'.h, — My  dear  children  not  very  satisfactory  over 
their  early  lesions:  perhaps  my  desire  of  seeing  them  advance  may 
make  me  too  c.xiu-ting  an.':  Pupation:,  yet  1  try  to  check  my  ten- 
dency to  haste.  Looked  through  chap! era  of  History  of  England 
fur  information  on  Walpole. 

January  13th. — Mr.  King  called  to  give  Willie  a  lesson,  but  we 
were  coaled  and  hat  led  to  fro  on:,  and  I  bogged  him  off.  Wowent 
to  Sir  Francis  (".' tin u trey's.  J  showed  Willie  his  statue  of  Washing- 
ton ;  we  went  ialo  his  library,  and  T  sat  with  him  an  inordinate 
length  of  time.  I  opened  my  views,  into  which  he  cordially 
entered;  I  told  him  of  lingers,  and  lie  said  he  wonld  sco  him.  Ho 
evidently  likes  the  imdorfaking,  and  would  wish  to  make  a  bust  of 
Mrs,  Siddons.  He  preferred  speaking  himself  10  Milman  about  tho 
place  in  the  Abbey  for  it,  before  1  again  addressed  the  Dean  and 
Chapter.  He  pressed  us  to  stay  luncheon,  which  wo  did,  and 
went  with  him  and  Lady  Chantroy  into  the  drawing-room. 

January  17th. — Saw  my  darling  Henry  ■Jrewl  for  the  first  time 
these  many,  many  days.  Since  his  bod  hits  been  his  garment,  his 
sweet  little  sister,  blessed  Jonn,  lias  boon  laid  in  her  cold  hod, 
never  te  gladden  my  sight  again,  flic  dear,  sweet  child  I  How 
long,  how  very  long  it  seoms  siaeo  then !  The  time  seems  to  have 
no  distinct  marks,  ii  looks  as  T  turn  Intel;  a  long,  dreary,  heavy 
distance;  it  lias  no  clear  marking  by  whieh  to  trace  hack  the 
course  of  one's  life  in  it. 


^d  by  Google 


1841.  Dickens'*  '  Master  Humphrey's  Clock!  495 

January  21si. — Called  on  Dickens,  and  gave  him  Barley's  first 
copy  of  '  Ethelstnn.'  We  walked  out,  called  on  Rogers ;  I  told 
him  that  Chantrey  was  to  Bee  him,  and  mentioned  my  proposal  oi 
retting  the  subscription  on  loot :  lie  readily  approved  all.    Asked 

Dickens  t.o  spare  the  lilo  of  >,ell  in  iiis  story  ('Master  Humphrey's 
Clock'),  and  observed  that  he  was  cruel,  lie  blushed,  and  men 
who  blush  are  said  to  be  cither  proud  or  cruel ;  he  is  not  prowl, 
and  therefore — ov,  as  Dickens  added-  -the  axiom  is  false.  He 
invited  ns  to  dine  on  Sunday  sennight.  We  went  on  to  leave  My 
note  ami  card  lor  Parley  at  the  Clarence  ;  called  in  at  the  Athenaeum, 
where  Dickons  took  some  refreshment.  Went  on  to  his  printers' 
in  Fleet  Street.  Called  and  bought  spectacles  and  thermometer 
at  Cary's.     Walked  heme,  was  tind.  and  rested. 

Tried  to  act  Evelyn,  and  did  my  best,  but  it,  was  not  good. 

J-invarn  t^W.— Arranged  the  persons  to  whom  I  would  apply 
for  Mrs.  Siddons'  monument,  and  wrote  notes  on  the  subject  to 
Buhver,  to  Young,  to  Talfourd ;  Catherine  wrote  to  Fanny  Twiss 
Went  to  the  theatre,  smd  acted  Evelyn  with  much  effort;  I  was 
quite  wearied  down.  Found  at  huti'.i:  notes  i'rinsi  Ransom,  and  one 
from  Dickens  with  an  onward  number  of  'Waster  Humphrey's 
Clock.'  I  saw  one  print  in  it  of  1he  dear  dead  child  that  gave 
a  dead  chill  through  my  blood,    I  dread  to  read  it,  hut  I  must 

I  have  read  the  two  numbers ;  T  never  have  read  printed  words 
that  gave  me  so  much  pain.  I  could  not  weep  for  some  time. 
Sensation,  sufferings  have  returned  to  me,  that  are  terrible  to 
awaken :  it  is  real  to  me ;  I  cannot  criticise  it. 

January  2o!k. — Gave  Urn  dear  children  (heir  lessons  and  looked 
at  the  newspaper.  Wen!  out  in  carriage,  and  proceeded  to  (ho 
Equitable  Insurance  I  ifiiee,  where  T  paid  my  yearly  duo,  £120  ;">.>., 
thence  to  the  Ban  it,  whore  1  received  my  own  and  Twin's  dividends. 
Called  on  Campbell,  whom  1  found  at.  home,  and  to  whom  I  men- 
tioned the  purpose  of  placing  Mrs.  Hddoos'  bust  in  the  Abbey ;  he 
entered  into  it  as  cordially  as  lie  could  inlo  anything,  for  he  has 
not  tho  antrum  in  his  manner,  lie  oppressed  himself  anxious  to 
improve  our  acquaintance.  Called  al.Eo'rslcr'.s,  1  hence  to  Hansom's, 
whore  I  paid  in  my  dividends,  onward  to  tind  Shell's  dwelling, 
which  I  conld  not  discover,  to  Sir  Francis  Chantrey's,  with  whom 
I  had  again  a  long  tail;,  lie  intercsls  me  much  by  his  downright 
manner  and  his  confidence  with  repml  to  his  conceptions.  He 
approved  the  committee.  I  saw  Allan  Cunningham,  and  ex- 
pressed myself  willing  to  receive  his  play  of  'Wallace,'  about 
which  he  had  written  to  me.  Called  at  Lord  Lnnsdowiic's ;  he 
was  just  going  lo  the  Conned  at  the  Talacc.  J  merely  left  my 
cai'd.  To  Sir  M.  A.  Slice,  whom  I  found  at  home  and  Gaily 
Knight  sitting  to  him. 

Sliee  was  inclined  to  object,  but  I  mentioned  the  limit  of  tho 
subscription,  and  he  courteously  assented. 

January  HJtli. — Wrote  notes  about  Mrs.  Siddons'  monument  to 
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Lord  Lansdowne,  to  Lord  Dcnman,  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  to  Lord 

1'raneis  Kgerton,  in  Milman. 

J-.iv.uanj  'I'll,.-  Thought  a  good  deal  upon  my  prospects  and 
claims;  calculated  tor  joy  children's  pood,  and  so.::-  little  to  reason 
me  from  the  necessity  of  accaiii  cntonnjr  management,  if  I  can  do 
so  without  hazard  of  what  1"  possess.  The  sta;_;u  seems  to  want 
me.  Thero  is  no  theatre,  but  that  to  a  man  with  a  family  is 
no  argument;  there  is  no  theatre  forme,  and  that  is  an  over- 
whelming plea.     Thou  vouch  may  \w  done  of  good  in  all  ways. 

January  2*!h.-~  Wrote  to  Horace  Twiss.  1o  Lord  Northampton, 
to  Thomas  Moore,  io  Sheil,  to  Lord  Xoi-maohy,  to  Hallam,  to 
Babbagc,  to  3Tr.  milnes,  all  en  J  he-  SMdons  monument. 

J'l.iumnj  ?,h:'. — Dickens  culled  for  inf.  nod  T  accompanied  liim  to 
Sogers',  where  we  dined.  Met  Easl.Iake,  Colonel  Fox,  Kenney, 
Maltby,  Sir  George  Talbot,  Babbage,  and  a  young  man  whom  1 
had  met  at  Lord  Lansrtowno's.  A  pleasant  day.  Showed  Rogers 
my  committee  list,  with  which  he  was  pleased. 

li'i-brinnj  Inf., — Wrote  notes  lo  Loekharl:,  Proctor,  Sir  G.  Callcott, 
Barry,  Cockercll,  H.  Taylor,  inviting  them  to  be  on  the  Siddons 
committee. 

Ftbru'tr;/  I'-h. — Wrote  a  note,  as  copy  for  one  io  Lords  Carnarvon, 
Leigh,  and  Jlahou,  on  the  Siddons  eonmiittee.  Wrote  a  note  of 
congratulation  on  his  birthday  to  Dickens. 

Collier,  Kentiey.  /.  Trough  ton,  ami  Ainsvyorlh  camo  to  dinner. 

London,  March  3rd.  — I  am  forty-ci-ht  years  old  to-day. 

March  I'iivl.— Called  on  Dulwer  and  talked  with  him  on  the 
business  of  the  Siddons  committee.  Went  to  Teeter  Hall.  Milman 
came,  Gaily  Knight,  then  Lord  Lansdowne.  We  talked  and 
waited  pome  time,  and  no  one  corning,  proceeded  to  business. 
Rogers  dropped  in,  as  we  had  voted  three  or  four  resolutions." 

*  The  SiDDOKa  Monuiiest. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  held  at  Exeter  Hall  on  the  22nd  of  March, 
1641,  the  most  noble  the  Marquis  of  I.andsloivne  in  the  chair,  the  following 
re-olnt.aan  iviii-a  aiiiaimously  ajteed  to  : — 

Uci'Ar.ed,  -ni.it  us  LUMiiamiinis  have  been  eveoied  in  Westminster  Abbey 
tn  the  memory  of  ninny  (liHtirisiiiish::!  p-.vt'. ::;.;,;■»  uf  tae  dramatic  art,  it  is  an 
omission  on  the  part  of  tins;.-;  ivV.o  Ji\«-  d'.ii.dit  an -A  ;[)-trueiion  from  the 
sublime  personations  of  Slis.  Siddons,  that  tin:  name  of  that  nctrosa,  who,  by 
a  siiiifjl.iv  union  of'  the  highest  in'iiilceluai  and  r-li i-Kii-al  qualifications. 
traiiM^aded  the  ar'i.is  other  oivn,  or  perhaps  o:  any  other  time,  should  have 
hi  fiiiiT  remained  wiilioat  pir-..'.;c  Tc::nrd  or  notice. 

ilesaUctt, — That  in  order  to  render  justice!  to  her  rave  perfections,  and 
convey  to  posterity  some  idea  of  the  a-ainialion  in  which  lint  surpassing 
lowers  wove  held  by  he:  contemporaries  a  bast  or  slajae  of  Mrs.  Siddons  be 
placed  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

J.'t'sulwd,— That  in  order  to  aii'ord  tae  fqiiiort iiiiify  of  participating  in  this 
object  to  those  win  er.ioyed  the  dekidit  of  wiMiea.liij;  tins  representations  ol 
this  great  uciro.ss,  ov  wao  have  profited,  in  the  pei'f::~mauce=  of  inferior  artists, 
by  tl'.e  lessens  ln'L-  genias  t.iv. :at.  the  esqieii~es  of  the  proposed  monument  he 
met  by  a  public  subscription. — En. 


w«  Google 


1841.       Negotiations  for  the  Lemeslrip  of  Drury  Lane.  497 

which  were  approved.  Then  Eulwer  came;  an  excuse  from 
Dickens  and  Tom  Moore.  The  bankers,  advertisements,  &c, 
were  all  arranged.  Lord  L.  undertook  to  write  to  Chan  trey. 
Mrs.  Jameson,  Mrs.  Pierce.  Boiler,  Kenncy,  Dickens,  Travers, 
Harness,  and  Rogers  dined  with  us. 

Marr.h.  2Ztd.  -JJeazh/y  arnl  J.tunn  called,  and  wo  talked  over  the 
feasibility  of  re-opening  I.lnn-y  Lano  Theatre  as  a  theatre.  I 
mentioned  what  imist  form  tin;  basis  of  any  agreement— liberty 
(o  close  at  a  day's  notice ;  no  compulsion  to  pay  any  rent;  no 
rent  to  be  paid  before  Christmas ;  my  salary  to  be  included 
among  the  working  expenses  of  the  theatre;  the  theatre  not  to 
be  opened  before  Christmas;  to  be  mine  in  virtue  of  a  clear  lessee- 
ship  ;  not  for  the  committee  to  have  the  power  of  letting  it  during 
my  vacation,  &c.  Cabbage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swinfeti  Jervis,  Lady 
Jenkins,  Lord  Nugent,  Sir  E.  Bulwer,  Dr.  Quiii  came  to  dinner. 

M-irr.k  24/A. — "Wrote  out  the  heads  of  my  stipulations  in  any 
agreement  with  Drury  Lane  proprietors.  Lord  Glengall  and 
Dunn  called ;  I  read  my  stipulations,  which  were  considered 
admissible.  Lord  (Jlengall  was  earnest  to  carry  the  proposed 
agreement  into  effect.  When  they  were  gone  I  wrote  notes  of 
summons  to  Serle  and  Anderson. 

A':h1.!:".'li.-r'.on,     T'ij!>r:moutii,     M'trcii.     2iWi.-  ■    Felt  ;i     pleasure    in 

seeing  in  the  inn  yard  the  name  of  the  landlord  whom  I  had 
always  known  at  this  house  ;  he  has  passed  away,  but  the  name 
was  still  something  of  what  I  once  knew.  The  waiter,  too, 
though  I  could  hardly  recognise  him,  proved  on  inquiry  to  be  the 
same  who  had  wailed  on  nic  nlnut  thirty  years  ago.  Everything 
teaches  me  that  this  is  a  world  of  change,  and  yet  how  slowly  and 
reluctantly  wo  loam  the  lesson.  J  breakfasted  and  posted  on. 
reading  '  liiciielien  '  first.  Often  chocked  by  scenes  well  remembered 
and  connected  villi  persons,  now  no  more,  and  with  feelings  lung 
Bince  dead !  My  early  youth,  its  passions,  despondings,  uncertain 
views,  imagining  ami  ilri.inns  wore  here,  and  many,  many  thoughts 
ami  feelings,  sufferings,  and  enjoyments  returned  to  me  with  the 
scenes  I  revisited.  Consiiiercil  '  Jiomoo  and  Juliet '  as  a  play  to 
be  restored  to  the  original  text,  and  saw  its  pathetic  simplicity 
and  legendary  character  so  far  above  the  I"  vouch  y  melodrama  of 
(jarriek.  Looked  over  'Macbeth.'  Intended  to  post  to  South 
Shields  and  cro.ss  the  ferry  lo  Tynemonth,  but  stopped  and  turned 
the  postboy,  am!  made  him  go  to  Neweasiie,  from  thence  to  tako 
the  railway.  Was  hall' an  hour  liefure  Ihe  train  started  ;  lunched, 
wrote  a  note  Cor  Miss  Martineau.  Saw  Hedley  Vicars,  who  called, 
and  received  a  note  from  him.  Wont,  by  railway  to  "Nor ill  Shields. 
Walked  to  Tynemouth,  and  inquiring  at  the  post-office  Miss 
Mart  mean's  address,  called  on  her,  sending  up  my  note  :  she  was 
very  glad  to  see  me.  Wo  talked  over  many  things  and  persons. 
She  is  a  heroine,  or  to  speak  more  truly,  her  fine  sense  nnd  her 
lofty  principles,  with  the  siueeresi  religion,  give  her  a  fortitude 
that  is  noble  to  the  best  lieighi  of  heroism. 
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Narrastk,  March  'i'dth.— Mr.  Ternan  culled,  and  I  walked  ivitli 
him  to  the  theatre,  where  I  rehearsed  Macbelh  ;  rehearsed  it 
—  "    ~i  well   that,  j  felt  myself  not  quite  liors  tfc  la  traye.lie.     I 

it!  could  m 

-■- .  I  did  not  make  so 

bad  an  ettort.     Was  called  for,  and  vr-ry  ennlially  greeted. 

M.«r rli  SOU*.—  Letters  from  Mr.  Thome,  manager  at  Durham, 
with  invitation,  and  one  from  Wightwick  n rurin^,  in  a  guarded 
way,  the  experiment  of  Plymouth,  which  I  thiuk  I  shall'  make. 
lint  no  more  consecutive  live  or  six  nights,  I  have  not  the  power 
of  doing  justice  to  myscll  in  them.  Rehearsed  Uiche-lieu  with  fore- 
bodings of  a  dire  event.  Peregrine  Ellison  called  twice  upon  me, 
and  walked  with  me  up  to  Hediev  Vicars',  showing  me  the  new 
Exchange  Room  by  the  way.  lie  was  most  kind.  There  is  however 
a  uielanc'inly  at  myliea.rt,  which  oi'u-n  rises  lo  mv  eyes,  in  thinking 
of  and  feeling  these  marks  of  kindness  an,!  rospeel.' these  tributes 
to  tho  feelings  of  younger  a  ml  blither  days,  whirl)  T  receive  from  the 
remaining  individuals  of  families  [hat  onee  took  a  friendly  interest 
inine.  It  makes  me  ask.  what  is  life— what  is  its  real  good  ?  Is 
it  peace— is  it  fame  ?  It  is,  if  it  could  bo  found,  the  talisman  of 
Orimanes— content    -which  eannot  he  without  virtue. 

Acted  Cardinal  Richelieu  in  all  the  honors  of  an  imperfect 
company,  but  we  got  through.  Was  called  for— a  foolish  custom 
as  an  ordinary  one. 

March  3 1st.— Peregrine  Ellison  called,  and  walked  with  me  over 
the  new  streets;  pointing  out.  to  me  the  old  map  bv  sundry  relics 
such  as  the  school  where  Lord  Eldon  was  brought  up,  the  Forth, 
Waldie's  house,  Ac.  The  market,  the  Philosophical  Tnstiiuthm— 
open  to  wrjlii./;)/- fbravissimoli,  and  Ihe  general  appearance 
interested  and  pleased  me  very  much :  but  T  was  sorry  too  to  see 
the  old  streets,  which  used  to  look  so  handsome  and  lively 
neglected,  squalid,  and  forsaken. 

I  used  the  afternoon  to  the  best  advantage,  between  rest,  and 
thought  of  Othello.  I  was  very  rubious  to  ant  the  part  well,  ami 
I  think. I  have  never  acted  it  better— certainly  never  in  a  more 
sustained  heroic  style.  I  thought  the  audience  must  have  felt 
that  much  was  real  and  original  by  (bat  wo:d  I  mean  the  feeling 
taken  directly  from  the  part. 

London,  April  4th.— Youn^,  the  pan  load  mist,  called,  and  agreed 
to  set  to  work. 

Anderson  and  Merle  called,  and  we  discussed  (bo  various  fncls 
before  us.  I  mentioned  niy  infenthm  of  writing  Miss  Kelh'iotake 
the  old  women.  They  left  me.  Elliots.:, n  called,  and  prescribed 
for  me. 

April  5(A.— Went  to  Drury  Lane  and,  with  Serle,  met  the  Drury 
Lane  Committee.  Lord  Glen  gal  I.  Messrs,  Allen,  Durrani  (Burgess 
Secretary  ;  Ilium.  Treasurer),  and  afterwards,  Sir  William  Curtis' 
They  discussed  the  heads  of  the  proposals  submitted  to  them   ;iud 
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were  all  avowedly  anxious  for  my  tenancy.  They  wished  to  put 
the  taxes  of  the,  theatre  in  the  current  expenses. 

April  W/i. — Culled  on  Miss  Kelly,  who  showed  me  over  her 
theatre,  which  is  very  pretty.  I  slated  my  business  to  her,  pro- 
posing to  her  the  line  of  eld  cliyraeters  acted  by  Miss  Pope,  Mrs. 
Mattocks,  Ac,  talked  long  with  her,  and  left  her,  promising  |o  Send 
her  a  proposal.  Forster  dined  with  me.  I  went  to  call  for  H. 
Smith,  and  he  accompanied  mo  to  the  theatre.  The  Genera! 
Committee  was  sitting';  we  met  litem.  T  explained  my  views;  they 
deliberated.  We  met.  them  uirain,  and  they  gave  me  the  theatre, 
ia  which  undertaking  may  God  prosper  me ! 

liinnisyliiutt,  April  1'iiL-  Acted  Maobel.h  with  great  spirit,  i.e., 
began  it  so,  and  felt  that  my  acting  begins  to  want  spirit,  which  I 

must  attend  to.      Was  mailed  and  otloriy  deprived  of  my  effects  by 

the  "  support "  of  a  Mr. and  others  in  the  hu-t  act.     Was  in  a 

violent  patsien,  ami  in  that,  behaved  very  ill.  Oh,  my  cottage,  my 
cottagel  shall  I  die  without  vi.-ii insr  thee,  and  learning,  from 
Nature  and  communion  wilh  my  God,  the  blessed  lesson  of  self- 
control? 

April  11 /A.,— Sent  CI  to  a  Miss  — -,  whom  I  only  just  knew,  but 
who  knew  acquaintances  of  mine.  She  is  now  apparently  destitute. 
I  remember  thinking,  as  a  boy,  her  father  a  very  proud  man,  who 
kept  a  gig,  and  a  person  of  consequence;  he  had  a  toy-shop, 
well  and  long  known  in  this  street.  The  changes  of  things  and 
thoughts ! 

I  tried  to  act  Eiehelieu  well,  and  did  my  best  with  a  company 

and  a  Mr.  C that  would  paralyse  a  Hercules.     The  house  was 

enormous;  I  went  forward  to  a  call  that  I  could  not  evade,  but 
reluctantly.  1  have  not  bad  time  to  think  before  of  my  early  days 
here.     As  I  returned  to  my  hotel  I  looked  for  the  house  where  I 

Fassed  many  days  of  my  Imyhood.  1  i,  was  the  last  house  in  which 
saw  my  blessed  mother  alive;  ]  received  her  last  kiss  thero,  to 
return  it  on  her  marble  forehead,  as  she  lav  in  her  coffin  (the 
blessed  woman  !)  in  Norfolk  Street,  Shoimkl.  Good  Cod!  for  what 
are  we  here'?  The  years  of  passion,  of  suffering  (hat  have  passed  ; 
the  unsatisfaciory  sum  of  all  they  have  produced  ;  the  dissatisfac- 
tion that  remains,  urge  on  the  question — ]fow  much  of  chance  is 
there  in  life!  Yet.  how  much  more  is  therein  conduct  than  in 
fortune!  Of  that  I  am  sure,  and  I  only  quarrel  with  my  im- 
perfect   education,    and   the    painful   consequences   of    a    faulty 

A],r',l  lUlii. —  Acted  Virgiiitus  wilh  care  and  pains,  and,  I  thought, 
in  some  parts  well.  The  audience  seemed  interested,  but  did  not 
applaud  with  the  fervency  they  used  to  do.  They  called  de- 
terminedly, and  I  went  reluctantly;  was  well  received.  Mr. 
Simpson  spoke  to  me  after  the  play.  In  thinking  over  the  very 
lew  occasions  left  me  io  my  life  io  repeat,  my  visit,  here,  I  fell  into 
a  train  of  thought  in  which  the  quest  ion  of  the  actual  value  of  life, 
as  to  my  individual   personal  enjoyments,  came  palpably  before 
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me.  My  children  are  my  life.  My  ruminations  led  me  to  see,  in 
my  mind's  eye,  my  own  body  stretched  out  in  i!s  stiff  and  yellow 
coldness,  my  sunken  rigid  face,  my  clenched  jaws,  and  the  whole 
pieture  of  shrouded  death  in  my  own  person.  It  brought  that 
bleesed  and  lovely  child,  my  dariing  Joan,  to  my  mind,  whoso 
death  has  very  much  loosened  (he  sort  of  bond  of  instinct  that 
held  mo  on  to  life.  I  feel  now,  in  dying,  I  shall  have  something 
to  go  to. 

April  lGt/i.— An  old  friend,  a  friend  of  my  parly  boyhood,  when 
eight  or  nine  yours  did.  or  younger,  culled  on  me— a  fat  old  gentle- 
man of  sixty — talked  of  old  days,  brought  back  the  dawnings  of 
a  life,  high  spirits,  mi  impressible  nature.  What.  &  creature  of 
impulse  and  wild  delight  I  remember  myself  1  Acted  Werner  with 
much  care,  and  in  most,  respects  very  well, but  was  inconvenienced, 
by  TJIrich,  who  was  raw.  though  willing,  and  cut  up  root  and 

branch  by  Mr.  0 .     Was  culled  for.  and  very  enthusiastically 

received.  T  addressed  the  audienro.  who  stood  up,  referring  to 
their  early  patronage  of  mo,  &e.  What.  I  said  seemed  to  please 
very  much.     Wrote  to  dearest  Catherine,  with  cheque,  &c 

l!i?i>ii.),<jh-.tm   to    llvgby  ami  hick,  April,   18W;. — Toole  the  railway 

to  Kugby,  and  arriving  at  the  station,  walked  to  tho  town  by 
a  new  road  that  puzzled  me  to  know  my  exact  locality.  I  at  Inst 
escaped  through  a  broken  paling  into  a  little  dirty  lane,  which 
was  evidently  of  tho  olden  time,  and  1  soon  began  to  guess  at  my 
whereabouts,  which  the  sight  of  Sir  Lgerton  Leigh's  Anabaptist 
Chapel  presently  assured  me  of.  1  asked  an  old  woman  if  it  were 
not  so,  and  her  answer  confirmed  me.  I  walked  into  the  well- 
known  streets,  remembering  when  T  was  bill  a  promise,  and  now— 
what  has  been  my  performance?  for  we  are  approaching  the 
"fifth  act."  What  is  life?  A  false  thing — or  rather  a  thing  of 
falsehoods.  What  are  the  men  that  Caihie  calls  his  heroes  but 
fanatics,  followers  of  some  peculiar  imagination ?  Tint  of  all  the 
falsehoods  that  make  up  himi's  life,  the  common  "religion"  of  the 
world  is  the  worst  of  all.  Willi  a  real  religion  so  simple,  Bo  pure, 
so  full  of  good,  so  secure  of  ■recompense  in  lis  practice  as  the  true 
religion  of  Christ  is,  we  have  in  its  place  the  Church  of  England, 
Romanism,  Presbyteriani6m,  and  the  innumerable  shades  and 
schisms  of  each,  but  no  Christianity  in  the  feeling  or  tho  practice 
of  them.  Oh,  for  an  apostle  of  the  truth  !  He  must  be  near 
at  hand.  I  walked  into  the  little  dining-room  of  my  dear  old 
friend  and  benefactor.  He  looked  hardly  at  me,  not  knowing  or 
cxyjecting  me;  at  last  he  recognised  me  with  delight.  I  was 
atleoted  in  seeing  him.  T  feel  very  uncertain  if  I  am  ever  able  to 
see  him  again.  I  saw  Mary  Wmstanloy  and  her  family,  a  very 
fine  one,  growing  up,  the  eldest  to  an  adult  age.  I  went  with 
Birch  to  the  old  church,  and  sat  where,  as  a  boy,  I  used  to  say  my 
prayers.  I  looked  for  old  faces,  but  saw  very  few;  old  things,  but 
not  many  persons.  Wo  talked  over  the  school-days,  and  tho 
fates  of  various  men  who  were  at  school  with  me.    We  parted. 
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Birch  kissed  me,  and  was  affected.  Nature  would  whisper  to 
him,  as  it  did  to  me  in  meeting — God  knows  if  wo  may  ever  meet 
in  this  world  again !  He  has  been  to  me  Ihc  friend  of  my  life,  my 
relation,  my  tutor,  my  benefactor.  God  Hess  liini !  Posted  back 
to  Birmingham  with  all  speed,  every  house  almost  along  the  road 
familiar  to  mo.  Bilton,  where  1  could  not;  repress  a  smile  at  the 
recollection  of  my  boyish  impudence.  Arrived  in  good  time 
in  Birmingham. 

[April  I  dih  to  April  28th,  —  Engagement  at  Bristol,  Exeter, 
Plymouth.! 

Erxtci;  April  2?,rd.  -Received  a  letter  with  extract  from  paper 
from  Wiglit.wiek,  who  seems  winking  double  tides,  I  fear  too  much, 
to  re,oson  the  Plymouth  people  into  going  to  see  mo.  1  opened  my 
letter  to  him  and  wrote  an  answer  to  his  last.  Wrote  to  dear 
Catherine.  Rehearsed  Richelieu,  a  foretaste  of  the  performance. 
Oh,  this  does  not  repay  me,  even  when  fining  money !  As  it  is,  it 
is  mere  hard  sulTcring,  mi  ml  and  body. 

Acted  Cardinal  Richelieu  as  well  as  the  wretched  murdering" of 
the  Other  character?  would  let  me.  Was;  called  for  and  politely 
received,  the  people  standing  up  when  I  came  on.  Saw  a  short 
notice  of  myself  in  one  of  the  papers. 

On  reflection  I  very  much  censure  myself  for  not  exhibiting  more 
sensibly  my  estimation  of  the  respect  which  the  audience  showed 
me  ;  they  stood  up  when  I  came  on,  and  though  T  acknowledged 
this  compliment  with  respect  and  apparent  pleasure,  yet  it  was  not 
felt,  nor  demonstrated  as  if  felt,  which  was  very  wrong.  I  did  not 
merit  the  honour  that  was  done  me.  T  lament  my  presumption 
and  folly.  I  would  never  lie  guilty  of  such  absurd  want  of  proper 
feeling  in  any  similar  instance. 

i'lymcuth,  April  'iijth. — Acted  "Macbeth  in  my  very  best  manner, 
positively  imp:ovi];;>;  several  passages,  but  sustaining  the  character 
in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  "  j'id  Alt'.  In  y<:vj,m;atiti."  Was  felt 
by  the  audience.  They  called  for  me  and  received  mo  most 
cordially.  Colonel  Hamilton  ^milh  and  'Wight  wick  came  into  my 
room.  Wightwick  came  hero  to  tea  with  me  and  sat  late.  Closed 
dear  Catherine's  letter. 

I  have  improved  Xaeboifi.  The  general  tone  of  the  character 
was  lofty,  manly,  or  indeed  as  it  should  be,  heroic,  that  of  one 
living  to  command.  The  whole  view  of  the  character  was  con- 
stantly in  sight :  the  grief,  the  care,  t.be  doubt  was  not  that  of  a 
weak  person,  but  of  a  strong  mind  and  of  a  strong  man.  The 
manner  of  executing  the  command  to  the  witches,  and  the  effect 
upon  myself  of  their  vanishing  was  justly  hit  off:  I  marked  the 
cause.  The  energy  was  more  slackened— the  great  secret.  A 
novel  effect  I  thought  good,  of  restlessness  and  an  uneasy  effort 
to  appear  unembarrassed  before  J'amiuo.  previous  to  the  murder. 
The  banquet  was  improved  in  its  forced  hilarity  of  tone;  the  scene 
with  the  physician  very  much  so.  It,  was  one  of  tiie  most  success- 
ful perform anc os  of  Macbeth  I  ever  gave. 
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Ltrirfon,  May  Znl.  -"Went  to  rehearse  at  the  "Hay market  Theatre. 
Acted  Evelyn.  A  gentleman  gent  me  a  snuff-box,  a  very  pretty  one, 
from  the  boxes  as  a  token  of  his  admiration. 

May  bth. — Catherine  put  on  a  half-mourning  dross  to-day ;  it 
made  mo  sadder  I  ban  1  lie  deepest  black  could  have  done ;  my  heart 
was  quite  sunk  in  thinking  that  it  seemed  like  beginning  to  take 
leave  of  sorrow  for  an  association  with  the  memory  of  my  blessed. 
Joan,  yet  in  my  heart  of  hearts  that  sweet  aup.lie  eliilfi  lives.  I 
cannot  foel  that  sho  is  not.  Obtained  Mademoiselle  Rachel's 
address,  and  called  on  her  after  rehearsal.  Saw  first  some  male 
att.ur.ht!',  ami  aflerv,- rink;  herself  it  nil  mother.  She  is  a  very  engaging, 
graceful  little  person,  anything  but  plain  in  person,  delicate  and 
most  intelligent  feature*!,  a  frank ,  a  t'rench  maimer,  synonymous 
with  pleasing.  I  talked  with  her  pome  little  time  ;  invited  her  to 
dine  on  Sunday,  which  she  accepted  ;  asked  her  if  she  would  visit 
the  theatre,  which  sho  wished  :o  do.  T  went  to  Sam's  and  pur- 
chased the  card  for  Mr.  Morris's  bos.,  which  I  took  to  the  theatre, 
and  sent  to  her. 

May  !)(A.  —  Madame  and  Mademoiselle  liaehel.  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  (lurwood,  .Mrs.  Norton.  I'li^ilake,  Youm:,  T.  (  ampholl,  Kenney, 
lh'.  T;llioison.  ami  (Jain  came  to  dinner. 

I  was,  indeed  all  were,  delighted  with  Tiaehcl ;  her  extreme. 
simplicity,  her  ingenuousness,  earnestness,  and  the  intellectual 
variation  of  her  sweet  and  classic  features.  There  was  but  one 
feeling,  of  admiration  and  delight,  through  ilic  whole  party  at  and 
after  dinner.  Mrs.  Jameson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swinfen  Jervis,  the 
Shcils,  Wyse,  Mr.  Cur  ran,  Trought.om  liabba^e,  "t'lt/gerald,  Hosall, 
Miss  Kaucit,  lictta,  Horace  Twisses,  Lovers,  Forster,  Rogers, 
Fred.  White,  Mrs.  Frocter,  Edward  Kater,  Travers,  came  in  the 
evening. 

May  12'A..- Thought  of  what  I  ought  to  say  at  the  Literary 
Fund  dinner.  Dined  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  Lord  Itipon  in 
the  chair.  Lord  Colborne,  Sir  0.  ISapier,  Sir  S.  Canning,  Mr. 
Milnes,  Amyot,  K.  Maeaulay,  Larhani,  Jlrockedon,  &c,  were 
there.     The  speeches  were  mostly  good. 

Mnji  IZIh.—  Lust  uiphl,  of  Havmarkel  entrapment.     'Money.' 

Dublin,  May  18th.-  Kehearsed,  but.  was  ill'.' and  put  myself  ont 
of  Maebetli.  Could  not  with  all  my  ckort.s  rally  into  the  character. 
Returned  to  my  hotel,  dined  moderately,  and  went  to  bed.  Rose 
better  and,  inspirited  by  the  audience,  marie  every  endeavour,  but 
it  was  all  effort.     I  could  not  revive  the  Plymouth  feeling. 

May  29th. — Acted  "Werner  and  Claude  Melnorto,  a  very  foolish 
thing,  which  I  will  never  do  again. 

Liverpool,  May  Z1U. — Acted  Macbeth  very  well  to  a  very  dull 
audience.     "Was  very  angry.     Called  lor,  hat  did  not  go  on. 

June  Hth. — '  Money.'     |  Last  nk'.ht  of  emj'tic/enteul  at  Lublin.] 

Isiriidvyhtn-ii,  .Jv.ru:  Vlth. — Went  to  the  theatre— the  theatre 
where  my  early  youth  was  made  no  youth  — where,  at  fifteen,  I  had 
to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  management.    Ah  me,  it  was  a  very 
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unhappy,  unprofitable  time !    Ent  thank  God  Hint  so  much  good 

has  followed  on  the  prospect  of  so  mneh  ill!  Walked  about  the 
stage  and  came  home  to  dinner.  Looked  at  the  paper,  and 
overran  the  French  boolcs'nf  the  officer  who  usually  tenants  this 
room.  Acted  Cardinal  Richelieu  unequally,  checked  by  ill-humour, 
and  ended  the  play  apparently  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  audience. 

Jiastbov.riir,  June.  20th. ~ "Read  and  began  to  try  to  arrange 
Dryden's  'King  Arthur,'  but  I  found  it  reminding  me  several 
times  of  the  machinery  and  position  of  the  characters  in  'The 
Tempest.'  Was  not  satisfied  with  it.  Liked  better  '  Acia  and 
Galatea'  and  'Comns.'  Gave  part  of  the  evening  to  my  dear 
children.     Thought  over  plays  for  LYury  Lane. 

KastbouriK  to  J.vn'J.oa,  Jitrit'-  i'ird. — Hose  with  sensations  of  pain 
and  weariness  ;  packed  up  my  small  wardrobe,  and  set  off  for 
London.  On  my  way  read  Scribe's  comedy  of  '  La  Calomnie.' 
Serle,  T.-Cooke,  and  Eorsfer  crime  to  dinner.  We  talked  over 
much  business,  but  the  principal  subject,  was  the  engagement  of 
Staudigl.  Went  to  the  lierman  Opera  ;  saw  '  Robert  le  TJiable.' 
Thought  very  highly  of  Si  ami  id's  performance  of  Bertram ;  but 
do  net  think  him  an  ail isl,  to  be  an  attraction. 
7i'i-n.'i--:ri!!/i'.!in,  Jim-':  '.'XtUi,  -'  Lady  of  Lyons.' 
Manchester,  June  26(4.—'  Richelieu.' 

London,  July  ord. — Went  to  Hay  market  Theatre  ;  acted  Evelyn. 
[Engagement  at  Ilayraarket  to  7th  December]. 

July  r>th.— After  dinner  went  to  the  Opera  House.  Bead  in 
Corneille's  'Cinna'  the  scenes  of  Emilie.  Watched  with  intense 
eagerness  the  performance  of  the  part  by  Rachel.  I  must  confess 
T  was  disappointed  :  she.  lias  undoubtedly  genius  ;  grace  in  a  high 
degree,  and  perfect  self-possession.  Rut  she  disappointed  me; 
she  has  no  temlertioss ,  nor  has  she  grandeur.  She  did  not  dilate 
with  passion  ;  the  appeal  to  the  gods  "as  not  that  grand  swell  of 
passion  that  lifts  her  up  above  the  things  (too  little  for  its  com- 
munion) of  earth  to  the  only  powers  capable  of  sympathising  with 
her.  She  did  not  scorn  to  commune  with  the  Mai.-es  of  her  father. 
Her  apostrophe  to  the  liberty  of  Kome  was  not  "up  to  the  height 
of  the  great  argument."  She  was  stinging,  scornful,  passionate, 
but  little  in  her  familiar  descents,  and  wanting  in  the  terrible 
struggle,  the  life  and  death  conflict.,  between  her  love  and  her 
revenge.  The  "sharp  convulsive  pangs  of  n^onising  pride"  and 
fondness  were  not  felt.  She  is  not  equal  to  Mars  or  Miss  O'Neill, 
but  she  is  the  first  actress  of  her  day. 

July  1th. — I  went  to  the  English  Opera  i.ku^o.  and  saw  apiece 
on  'Bsrnaby  Eudgo,"  IMiss  Rortescue  acting  the  part  of  Earnaby 
with  great  vivaciiy,  and  grace  and  power. 

July  Wi.— Took  dear  Willie  with  me  to  the  Kensal  Green 
Cemetery,  where  my  blessed  Joan  sleeps.  Was  soothed  by  the 
quiet  of  the  place.  Saw  names  there  that  I  had  known  in  life. 
Went  down  into  the  catacombs  with  Willie,  and  saw  the  receptacle 
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fur  me  and  mine,  where  my  darling  lies— my  sweet  blossom,  sho 
lives  ytt  in  my  heart ! 

■July  Vith. — On  this  day  my  blessed  Joan  would  have  been  four 
years  old.  My  heart  blesses  her.  and  yearns  towards  her,  and 
feels  as  if  it  was  to  renew  its  communion  with  the  sweet  child. 
Oh,  that  I  could  see  her  in  all  her  lovely  cheerfulness !  But  my 
birthday  greeting  to  her  sweet  spirit  is,  "Beloved,  hail,  and 
farewell !  Sweet  sorrow  of  my  heart  1  Dearest  child,  farewell !  " 
Gave  dear  Catherine  a  locket  with  our  sweet  child's  hair. 

July  1GW.— Walked  with  Catberne  in  the  Begcnfs  Park.  Helta 
(H.  Skcrrett)  came  to  dinner!  We  went  to  the  opera-house,  to 
see  Bachel  in  '  Horace.'  My  opinion  of  her  was  very  greatly 
raised.  If  I  might  apply  a  term  of  distinction  to  the  French 
acting,  I  should  say  it  is  sculpturesque  i:i.  iis  effect, ;  it  resembles 
figures  in  relief,  tii>  background,  and  almost  all  in  single  figures, 
scarcely  any  grouping,  no  grand  composition:  this  sort  of  indi- 
vidual effect,  may  be  good  for  the  ar:ii-t,  but  not  for  the  illusion  of 
a  play.  With  the  drawback  consequent  on  this  national  pecu- 
liarity, Eachel  in  Camille  was  generally  admirable.  She  stood 
alone,  her  back  turned  to  her  lover  or  brother,  as  it  might,  happen, 
but  her  feeling  was  aboo.-a  always  true.  In  a  grand  opportunity, 
"Courage  1  ils  s'amollissent  " — 1  thought,  tier  deficient.  But  in  the 
last  scene  she  was  all  that  a  represents  lion  of  the  part  could  bo. 
It  was  a  splendid  picture  of  frenzied  despair. 

July  26{A.— Serle  called,  and  diseus~ed  tonic  business  with  me, 
and  then  accompanied  me  to  Drury  Lane ;  the  committee  bad  not 
assembled.  Looked  at  some  casts  at  Hrueeianfp  ;  went  in  search 
of  a  book  to  Bolin's.  Eeturned  to  Drury  Lane  Tlieatre ;  met  in 
committee  Lord  Glenoid,  Allan,  Dun-ant,  .l.'anisbottom,  Dunn, 
Burgess,  Bciwley.  Laid  before  them  the  state  of  the  theatre  and 
what  it  requires :  tlic  front  and  dresses,  the  scenery  and  wardrobe 
for  four  plays  ;  state  of  the  cellar  and  stage  :  wardrobe: ;  attractions 
of  pit;  separations  of  the  circles  of"  boxes,  and  awning,  &c,  in 
Vinegar  Yard.  All  was  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  our  plans 
being  stated.  Went  down  to  Charing  Cross,  and  just  caught 
Caiherine  and  Willie  (from  Bastbourne). 

JuiyiMh—  Serle  called  and  read  me  a  sketch  of  Faust,' proposing 
that  music  should  be  selected  from  the  works  of  Beethoven  for  it. 
To  this  I  decidedly  objected,  on  the  ground  that  a  work  to  be  good 
should  be  a  whole— should  have  a  pervading  sentiment,  relation, 
throughout  its  parts. 

Awmst  4th. — Browning  called.  On  his  departure  Catherine  and 
myself  went  out  and  met  T.  Cooke,  who  left  two  MSS.  of  operas, 
and  walked  with  us  to  look  at  the  Bote.nieal  Gardens,  which  are 
very  beautiful,  and  to  which  I  shall  subscribe,  f  spoke  with  Cooke 
about  the  proposal  of  Serle  as  to  (lie  opera,  of  '  i'ausl. ;'  developed 
my  theory,  as  to  a  musical  work,  that  the  design  must  be  one  and 
complete,  a  whole  made  up  of  harmonising  parts,  one  character 
'     "'sible  throughout;  that  a  mosaic  or  rifacime-nto  of 
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composers'  various  works  upon  a  su!ij<  cr  fort  i;:n  to  their  imagina- 
tion  could  not  bo  effective  cr  creditable.  Ho  heartily  concurred 
in  all  I  said,  and  rejoiced  ro  hear  if.  We.  went  1o  Parti's  and  gnu- 
some  alto-reliefs  ol'  Fl:i\ir:iiii.  which  T  liked.  Went  on  tc  Drury 
Lane  and  inquired  for  Elliston.  Went  into  the  theatre  to  see  the 
position  of  the  scenery,  &c.  Jones  received  we,  and  wo  had  some 
conversation  on  business. 

Au.fjv.U  Hi!*.— Considered  for  more  than  an  hour  the  subject  of 
Sir  "Robert  Walpole  :ss  one  for  bulwer's  pen.  Resumed  my  search 
in  '  History  of  England '  lor  matter  for  Bulwer. 

Avr/unt  \UIi— In  bed,  not  feeling  quite  well,  T  resumed  the 
reading  of  the  tragedy  of  '  St.  Thomas's  Eve-,'  which  I  read  with 
increasing  interest,  until  at.  last  I  became  quite  abandoned  to  a 
transport  of  enthusiasm.  I  was  deeply  affected,  surprised,  de- 
lighted. I  wondered  at  the  moderate,  measured  terms  in  which 
Serle  had  suggested  tho  necessity  of  its  perusal.  Tt  seems  to  me  a 
great  play,  equal  to  Shelley's  '  t'enci  'in  poe-ry  and  depth.  (A'o.) 
Wrote  a  note  to  ?lr.  Knox,  author  of  '  St.  Thomas's  Eve.' 

September  I'll. — Head  in  bed  several  scenes  of '  Two  Gentlemen 
of  Verona,'  which  I  think  I  have  now  clearly  arranged  in  my  own 

,~ic/rfa>ih'r  R'/'.— Glanced  at-  the  paper  before  I  hurried  down  to 
Drury  Lane  Theatre,  where  I  went,  reading  Luke  by  the  way. 
Found  Serle  at  the  theatre  ;  went  into  the  ladies'  wardrobe,  &c. ; 
gave  directions:  examined  all  the  parts  of  the  house  I  had  not 
seen  before;  went  into  every  dressing-room,  property-room, 
passage,  and,  I  believe,  -  corner  of  the  theatre  ;  obtained  most 
important  information  respecting  it.  Was  very  much  fatigued 
■with  my  tour. 

Beazley  came,  ami,  with  Serle,  and  Brydonc,  we  went  over  the 
saloon,  &c.  ;  most  fortunately  I  had  penetrated  a  closed  stair  filled 
with  rubbish,  just  before,  and  mentioned  it  to  him.  "We  finally 
settled  upon  a  plan  to  keep  the  two  circles  free  from  the  women  of 
the  town;  he  was  to  furnish  plans  and  estimates.  We  then  examined 
the  pit,  and  came  to  our  conclusions  there,  to  stall  it  and  enlargo 
it.  Returning  home  I  read  Luke.  Was  very  tired.  Found  letters 
from  Browning,  Henry  Smith;  it.  vital  ion,  Culenel  Hamilton  Smith, 
Sirs.  Jlraysher,  Catherine. 

Stptemher  Wi.— Tn  bed  read  the  fable  of  Aeis  in  Ovid's  '  Meta- 
morphoses.' Looked  at  the  newspaper,  and  attended  to  business 
actively.  Mr.  lloyle  called,  and  examined  the  roof  of  the  house, 
and  also  took  directions  on  other  matters.  Wrote  answer  to 
Dow  ton's  application  for  orders. 

F.erde.inher  lQ'h. — Went  over  Shelley  in  bed  .searching  for  lines  for 
'Aeis  and  Galatea.'  Went  to  Wig-more  Street  to  inquire  about  a 
model  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre  ;  found  it  had  been  sold,  and  was 
the  old  theatre. 

September  W!k.-  Rose  early,  and,  writing  a  note  io  Searle  and 
making  a  packet  of  Brydone's  official  letters, "[  went  down  to  Drury 
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Lano  Theatre,  reading  Luke  by  tie  way,  and  found  the  hall 
empty — not  a  creature  in  charge.  I  culled  mid  looked,  and  at 
length  left  iny  card  on  the  table,  with  a  note  of  tlio  time  of  the 
clock  before  me.  I  went  into  the  theatre,  but  raw  no  one.  Spoke 
sharply  to  the  doorkeeper  as  I  went  out.  "Walked  by  the  Strand 
to  Bond  Street,  enjoying  my  walk  ;  called  at  Smei  hurst  and  Pratt's, 
and  came  home.  Found,  note  from  Serle,  and  summons  from 
Shakespeare  Society.  IToylo  came  and  put  up  the  bas-relief. 
Bead  the  papers.  Received  a  letter  from  C'atnerinc,  which  I 
answered.  Gave  up  my  remaining  lime  (o  the  arrangement  and 
adaptation  of  '  Aeis,  ami  Galatea,'  fur. which  I  had  still  to  search. 
Tho  man  came  to  colour  tho  bas-relief. 

September  l'2f.!>. — Mr.  Knox  called  ;  bad  a  long  conversation  with 
liim  on  the  subject,  of  (ho  act  of  '  Tanered  arid  Gismouda,'  which  he 
had  left  with  me;  satisfied  him  that  lie  bad  proceeded  on  a  false 
view  of  the  effect.  He  decided  on  abandoning  it,  and  taking  up 
another  subject.  Very  much  occupied  with  ailidrs  about  the  house. 
Turned  over  book?  in  search  of  a  subject  for  Eulwer. 

September  2i>tk.- — Went  with  Serle  to  Drury  Lane  Theatre. 
Looked  at  the  very  good  arrangement  of  the  property  room ;  at 
the  model;  the  rooms  for  supers  ;  passed  over  to  the  men's  ward- 
robe ;  examined  carefully  the  room,  und  saw  what  a  sweeping 
measure  ought  to  be  adopted,  ait'eeiing  the  supernumeraries,  the 
wardrobe,  armoury,  &c.  Transacted  some  valuable  business. 
Returning  homo,  wrote;  to  Helen  1'aucit,  who,  1  grieved  to  hear, 
was  still  unwell;  to  llulwcr.  Paid  Thompson.  Thought  a.  little 
on  my  opening  address.  Acted  Werner  well ;  was  called  for  and 
warmly  received. 

Oetobe.r  4l.k. — On  this  day  1  enter  iipimtbcr  lease  arid  management. 
of  Drury  Lano  Tiieatre.  f  humbly  implore  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
God  upon  my  efforts,  praying  His  gracious  Spirit,  may  influence 
me  in  adopting  and  carrying  Ibruu^ii  all  wise  and  good  measures 
in  a  discreet,  equable,  and  honourable  course,  and  only  pursuing 
such  a  line  of  conduct  as  may  hem/lit  my  blessed  children,  may  be 
of  service  to  the  cause  of  good,  ami  benevolent  to  those  dependent 
on  me. 

OctiA-'.r  lili. — Pose  very  early,  and  readied  1'imry  Lane  by  a 
quarter  past  seven  o'clock  .;  found  the  men's  names  entered.  Went 
round  the  work  places;  retired  to  my  room,  and,  having  first 
addressed  my  thoughts  to  God,  began  to  read.  Timptoyuel  myself 
w'iih  thinking  over  'Hamlet'  till  nine  o'clock,  ('.'aught  Mr.  Hollo- 
way,  and  asked  him  about  views  in  Verona  and  Venice.  Went  to 
the  AthenaHtm,  where  T  break  lasted,  read  1 1  its  paper,  and  looked 
at  some  hooks;  delighted  to  find  a  Mont.faue'ou  there.  Called 
at  Coluaghi's,  and  again  impuired  about  tho  picluro  of  a  Court 
of  Justice  at  Venice.     Rehearsed  Hamlet. 

Octoht.;-  2,i(L— Looked   through   books  on  Venice  for  authority 
respecting  the  coorls  of  justice. 
November  1st. — Went  to  tho  rehearsal  of '  Nina  Sibraa,'  at  Hay- 
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market  Theatre.  Letter  from  Colonel  Hamilton  Smith,  with 
costumes  and  directions  for  'Merchant  of  Venice.'  Acted  Spinola 
well ;  took  great  pains,  and  carried  the  audience  with  me.  Was 
called  for  and  very  warmly  received,  l'orstcr,  Tallourd,  Browning, 
Kcmiey  came  into  my  room. 

November  ll.h. — Gave  my  whole  day  to  the  preparation  of 
'Romeo  and  Juliet,' of  which  I  finished  three  acts.  It  is  a  work 
of  more  labour  than  T  had  calculated  upon.  Mr.  and  Miss  Emily 
Spicer,  Dr.  Quin,  Knox,  Macli.se,  Stantidi!,  Z.  Trough  ton  came  to 
dine,  with  whom  we  had  a  very  pleasant  day.  Was  held  a  long 
'J...C  in  conversation  with  Stanfield  and  Maclise  on  the  subject  of 
(he  illustration  of  '  Aeis  and  Galatea.' 

Soi-rmbr.r  '2','irri. — Seit.li.-d  with  Marshall  and  Tomliins  the  scenery 
of '  The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona.' 

JS'oi-i'»ih r  'liii.ii.—  71  oso  curlier  than  usual  ii:  order  to  visit  the  sad 

C;e  that  contains  the  mouldering  body  of  my  sweet  infant,  my 
ufiful  and  blessed  Joan.  My  thoughts  were  upon  her,  which  I 
did  not  wish  to  communicate  or  betray,  as  I  was  unwilling  to  sited 
any  gloom  about  me.  TSut  she-  was  present  to  me — in  her  laughing 
joy  and  beauty,  in  the  angelic  swvctm  >.*  that  she  wore  when  lying 
dead  before  me.  O  Ged,  Thy  will  l.e  done1.  She  seems  dearer  to 
me  even  than  these  so  dear  around  me.  That  wound  of  my  heart 
will  never  be  healed.  Put  I  shall  meet  her  again,  or  I  shall  be  of 
the  element  with  her.  "What  shall  I  be  ?  And  for  what  are  wc 
taught  these  sad  and  bitter  lessons?  I  went  to  the  cemetery,  and 
saw  the  cold  and  narrow  lied  where  she  lies ;  my  heart  poured  out 
its  prayer  by  her  body  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  those 
spared  to  me.  I  had  to  wait  the  performance  of  n  funeral  service 
before  I  could  go  down  into  the  vanli.  It. brought  all  back  to  me; 
but  what  words  are  those  to  offer  to  the  heart  of  grief/ or  to  tlio 
reasoning  mind?  God,  the  true  God.  is  all.  His  love  to  us,  and 
circulated  amongst  us,  is  our  only  consolation.  Tiless  tliee,  my 
beloved  babe  !  Often,  often,  when  it  could  bo  little  thought,  your 
image  is  with  me. 

Xovimbn-  'Midi. — Acted  Sir  Oswin  Morlland  as  well  as  I  could 
under  the  heavy  press  of  business.  Head  the  two  concluding 
numbers  of  '  Humphrey's  Clock,'  which  ends  very  sadly  and  very 
sweetly.     Wonderful  Dickens  ! 

Ikwritbcr  llh.  —'Lady  of  Lyons.'  As  the  last  day  of  my  Hay- 
niarket.  engagement,  I  begin  it  with  some  feeling  of  uncertainty  as 
to  the  future.  If  success  in  worldly  means  is  to  be  denied  me,  I  bow 
to  God's  will  with  true  humility  at-.d  fortitude,  and  let  justice, 
honour,  and  love  1.x-  (lie  impulses  of  all  ray  actions.  3Iiss  Fortescne 
came  and  continued  her  lessons.  I  am  greatly  Interested  in  her 
success. 

Dr.rvmbrr  lOiti.  --"Pceonsidered  the  question  of  acting  the  unim- 
portant parts  of  Harmony  and  Valentine,  and  came  to  the  decision 
that  everything  should  be  dime  to  raise  and  sustain  the  character 
of  the  theatre  ;  that  my  reputation  could  scarcely  be  affected  in  any 
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way  by  the  assumption  °f  1-Iie>Pf  purrs.  <ir  at  least  not  injuriously ; 
and  tliilt  it  would  bo  a  sad  calculation  to  think  of  propping  my 
reputation  by  the  ruins  of  the  Iheatre.  T  raw  that  it  was  right  to 
do  them.     Bead  Valentine.     Bead  Harmony. 

December  IK'Vi.— Tliued  with  Jloraco  Twiss  to  moot  the  Belancs. 
SirG.  Clerk,  Emerson  Tciment,  fit^ei-al..^,  iLivviiU'd,  Mr.  Atkinson 
were  there. 

lhr.';it,h:r  27th. — Iteliearsert  tho  'Merchant  of  Venice.'  "Went 
round  the  various  places.  Gave  direction  on  direction.  My  mind 
was  over  every  purr  of  the  house.  My  room  very  uncomfortable. 
Lay  down,  but  got  little  rest.  Was  mueli  disturbed  by  being 
called  for  as  the  play  lirjran  ;  insisted  for  a  long  while,  hut  was  at 
last  obliged  to  go  forward.  My  reception  was  most  eiitlmsiastie. 
I  acted  Shyloel;  very  nervously— not  to  please  myself.  I  saw  the 
pantomime  afterwards.* 

/kamlier  'J8'-i*.--  lb-boa  rsoil '  Every  One  has  his  Vault, 'f  Incessant 
business  until  nearly  ii nil- past  four  o'clock.  J.  was  fearful  I  should 
not  have  a  command  of  the  words  of  my  part.  Note  from  Sir  H. 
"Wheatley,  wishing  to  see  me  about  the  Queen's  Box.  Notes. 
Read  over  Harmony.  Acted  it  tolerably  well.  "Was  not  known 
by  the  audience  at  first.  Called  for  and  well  received.  The  play 
seemed  to  have  made  an  agreeable  impression,  about  which  I  was 
vory  anxious,  as  being  a  comedy.  .Mrs.  Carlyle  was  in  Catherine's 
box,  and  very  glad  to  see  me. 

Dece:i;lv:r  '2 'J ■'■'>. —  I!  elicit  rsed  the  piny  of  '  The  Two  Gentlemen  of 
Verona,'  wbicli  occupied  us  a  very  J ■. ■  i •  lt  while.  ;  it  was  not  finished 
until  five  o'eloek,  Acted  "Va!oni!iie  imperfectly,  and  not  well. 
Was  called  for  on  account  of  the  play,  and  warmly  received. 


1842. 

J.tiuihni,  Jtiinm-'j  Is'. — Tlear  Dickens  called  to  shake  hands  with 
me.{  My  heart  was  quite  full  ;  it  is  much  to  me  to  lose  the 
presence  of  a  friend  who  really  loves  inc.  Ho  said  there  was  no 
one  whom  he  felt  such  pain  in  savin-  good-bye  to.     God  bless  him! 

JuirK'.'.r;/  Af.Ji, — Listened  to  the  music  of  '  Aeis  and  Galatea '  on 
the   stage,  which  is  much   too  Ions  for  dramatic  purposes;  all 

•  Druiy  Liine  Thentre  ei.iened  iinh't'  M;t :■■■>' ady's  maimgervicnt  with  the 
'Merchant  of  Veiiieit,'  ;ei:l  Mm  pioitettoiiie  oi'  ■  llitr.iniLLi]  mid  Duke  Humphry'., 
Dinner,  or  Jtiek  C;ide,  lite  Lord  of  Louden  Stone'  lite  crust  of  the  piny 
included  Mr.  G.  Bennett,  Mr.  1'iicljis,  Jlr.  Atekn-.-oti,  Mr.  Hudson,  Mr.  H.  Hill, 
Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Sidbv.  7.1  e.  Ooinjitea ;  with  Mrs.  Warner  and  Mrs.  Keelv, 
Miss  Poole  and  Miss  Gould.  The  prices  were  tin;  snim-  us  at  Covent  Garden 
when  under  M.iere.idv's  iii;iii:ip;r:iiic!it.  Tin:  phii-hi)!  coahdiicd  the  announce- 
ment that  the  room  for  ]n\:im  ;i:i:o:e;  rind  TeiVv'iiner.t  attached  to  the  buses 
would  lie  strictly  protected  from  all  improper  iu'riuhn.  — Id. 

t  By  Mrs.  Inchbaid.— Ed. 

J  On  going  to  America. — Ed. 
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agreed  in  the  propriety  of  very  much  reducing  it.    There  was 

much  delate.  hot.  jt  toon  spoke  tor  itself. 

January  ;tth. — licceivod  a  letter  from  Iho  editor  of  John  Bull, 
wishing  1o  know  from  mo  it"  the  women  of  the  town"  were  really 
admitted  or  altogether  excluded,  as  he  supposed  them  to  be,  his 
"duty  to  the  public"  requiring  bis  notice,  &o.  It  is  not  easy  to 
suppress  one's  iiidignasion  at.  such  monstrous  malignity,  but  my 
course  is  to  do  right,  and  not  l.o  giro  hoed  to  these  wicked  iit  tempi  a 
to  slander  me.  Serle  proposed,  after  some  debate  upon  the  letter, 
that  he  should  reply  to  if,  telling  the  editor  that,  as  he  had  two 
nightly  admissions  on  the  theatre,  ho  had  the  power  to  come  and 
observe  himself,  which  was  the  more  necessary  as  a  prosecution 
for  a  groundless  libel  bad  a  bendy  been  euinmenecd  against  a  paper 
on  the  same  subject. 

Head  part  of  Harmony.  Acted  it  pretty  well.  Called  for  and 
well  received.  Consulted  my  nflioers  on  the  expediency  of  doing 
the  play  of 'The  Gamester  :'  all  were  of  opinion  for  it. 

Juiuw.tji  Gl.'i. — J  arranged  the  whole  business  of  the  opera  of 
1  Acis  and.  Galatea.'     It  occupied  the  whole  morning. 

.lairittrnj  Itli.— Listened  to  the  rehearsal  of 'Acis  and  Galatea,' 
with  which  I  was  really  pleased.  T  liked  the  music,  and  think  it 
must  be  a  beaut  ii'ii)  musical  entertainment. 

January  i.'2lii. — Tichrarsed  Hcverloy,  regretting  very  much,  and 
blaming  myself  very  much,  that  I  had  undertaken  this  part 
without  the  opportunity  of  knowing  my  power  of  performing  it. 
I  will  do  this  no  more. 

Read  a  little  of  Beverley,  and  rested.  Was  very  nervous,  very 
unhappy  about  the  part,  and  scarcely  know  how  I  was  to  go 
through  it.  Determined  to  infuse  as  much  spirit  and  earnestness 
into  it  as  I  could.  Got  Through  much  better  than  Iliad  antici- 
pated; was  called  for  and  well  received:  and  bad  much  reason, 
from  appearances,  to  cutigratulair- myself  fur  buying  done  the  play. 

January  18(i.— Called  at  EieMeld's  to  see  the  model  of 
fulyphcme's  head. 

,h<Mwiry  I!) (A-  Rehearsed  scenes  of  'Acis  and  Galatea;'  had 
dilliculiy  with  the  ballet,  but  mastered  them.     It  is  laborious. 

Sent  to  thcdilfei-ent  print-sellers  for  print  of  Colypheme.  Rested, 
being  very  tired;  rose  to  write  the  bill  and  to  read  my  part. 
Acted  Beverley  fairly.     Called  for  and  well  received. 

Ordered  that,  after  ibis  evening,  the  money  of  women  of  the 
town  shout ':  bo  refused  allogetbor  at  the  doors. 

Jarnmry  22nd.— hose  very  early  on  purpose  to  see  how  matters 
were  carried  on  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  beached  the  theatre  at 
ten  minutes  past  seven;  found  a  few  persons  only  at  work;  waited 
in  the  hall  until  my  tire  was  lighted,  and  then  went  to  business. 
Wrote  answer  to  Phillips,  the  pit  bat -ami-cloak  man,  to  Tatmore 
with  a  free  admission.  Spoke  lo  Ifr.  Anderson  about  the  system 
I  wished  to  see  pursued,  to  Ulamiro,  to  whom  1  opened  the  door 
to  his  acceptance  of  the   continued  oilice  of  property  man.     lie 
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did  not  grasp  at  it,  audi  did  not  press  it  on  him.  Spoke  to  Sloman 
Mid  tho  two  fly-men,  guilty  of  inaccuracy  last,  night,  went  up 
into  the  flies  to  examine  tlie  worlrinpf  of  the  borders,  &a.  Looked 
over  tho  wings  for  tho  play  of  'ilisijiij'.is.'  liehearsed  with  much 
care  the  farce  of  'The  Windmill. '  Afterwards  rehearsed  till  u. 
late  hour  the  opera  of  '  Acis  and  Galatea,'  with  which  I  took 
great  pains.  Received  a  note  from  .\rr.  Uakiey.  one  of  the  general 
committee,  acknowledging  tho  civility  of  a  card  of  arl mission,  and 
speaking  highly  of  tiio  conduct  of  the  theatre.  Other  notes. 
Business  with  Stanfiekl,  with  Mr.  Phillips  about  his  head  for 
Polypheme.  Business  with  Serif.-,  with  Miss  T,  llorton  about  ber 
dress,  with  0.  Jones  on  his  payment,  1'he  llecord  newspaper,  and 
a  note  from  Mr.  Under,  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  the  article  in 
it  copied  from  John,  JhiTL  other  letter,  one  of  acknowledgment 
from  Patmore.  Miss  P.  Horton  dined  with  us,  and  afterwards 
sang  and  acted  over  her  son^s  (,-,  me,  on  which  I  advised  her. 

January  2At!t.—  Acted  Shylock  well.  Thought  before  the  play 
began  that  I  would,  during  the  vacation,  contract,  for  tho  scenery 
and  machinery  of  any  new  play  I  might  intend  to  produce. 
Husiness  with  Miss  Smith  and  liywauUs  as  to  the  clothes  of  Acis, 
&c.,  with  Miss  Gould,  Mrs.  Keeley.  Forsier  and  Mr.  and  Mrs! 
Carlylo  came  into  my  room,  much  pleased  with  the  play — I  was 
pleased  that  they  were. 

January  2~>t.ii. — Letters  from  Mr. '.Uartiu,  junior,  with  a  volume 
of  costumes,  from  I'hillips,  coat-keeper,  and  a  very  earnest  beautiful 
letter  from  an  anonymous  friend  about  the  attack  in  John  Bail;" 

•  "January  25(4,  1842. 

"Sir, — The  John.  fiuti  of  .Tannin'  1,'ith  contained  .1  chai-gu  against  you  of 
a  very  grave  nature.  Thinking  it  possible  tli.it  this  may  nut  have  met  your 
eye,  I  transcribe  tho  paragraph  in  which  it  appeared: 

1: '  In  our  notices  to  correspondents  la»t  ivi'efc  we  observed  that  wo  should 
direct  our  attention  to  certain  private  arraiigcnieats  alleged  to  have  been 
made  11 1  Drury  Lane  Theatre,'  and  stated  that,  if  our  insinuation  proved 
correct,  we  should  act  as  ocr  duty  prescribe 1.  We  allude.]  to  reports  we  had 
received,  that  a  staircase  had  been  provided  I'm1  tin!  accommodation  of  those 
unfortunate  women  whom  wo  hail  supposed  to  he  excluded  from  this  theatre, 
that  a  refreshment,  room  had  been  set  apart  fir  their  use.  anil  ibr  that  of  such 
of  the  public  as  might  chouse  to  resort  to  it,  and  that  they  were  admitted 
into  the  house  along  with  liio  rospeetable  portion  of  the  audience  from  the 
second    circle    upwards.     Thoc    reports,  we    regret  to   say,  we    have    found 

"To  dwell  upon  the  infamy  that  is  inferred  by  such  an  accusation,  an 
accusation  which  rharges  you  with  reiving  forwiiided  the  admission  of  those 
unhappy  creatures  lo  your  theatre,  whose  solicited  presence  in  the  play-houses 
of  London  you  once  justly  pronounced  a  '  aati-wtu!  ili.i/nre,'  in  addressing  one 
of  your  high  char.irtor  and  delicate  sense  of  honour,  would  ho  useless  ;  it  would 
tie  "useless  to  point  out  the  obleauy  that  must,  attach  to  the  man  who,  white 
he  is  gaining  general  esteem  by  his  declamations  against  vice,  is  secretly 
lending  Ids  support  to  such  as  follow  its  courses. 

"This  would  he  uieless,  but  it  may  not  be  useless  to  point  out  the  necessity 
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upon  which  I  made  out  another  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  thitt;  pspiT,  and  iiu-loscd  it  with  a  note  to  Mr  Butler 
the  gentleman  who  wrote  to  me  on  Sunday  last. 


there  is  that  such  s  charge  should  bo  answered,  that,  from  such  no  imputation 
you  should  hasten  to  free  yourself.  It  rauy  In;  thrit  high  :u[,.l  conscious  virtue 
conceives  dishonour  to  rest  in  tin-  supposition  of  a  necessity  f,,r  assortiuo  its 
innocence;  itmai-lwtli.it  y<.u  lliiak  the  pure  inteirril  ■,-  of'  vonr  oh. inn  lev  a 
shield  sullicicnt  in  its  strength  in  rebuff  such  (.[tucks'  and'  to  render  them 
harmless.  Such  an  opinion,  however  exalted  the  feeling  from  which  it  may 
havo  sprung  must  he  pronounced  an  erroneous  one-  -an'  unhappily  orroncus 
one.  When  malignity  pours  i:s.\-,l  f,,rili  only  in  gross  sbu.sc,  silence  is  indeed 
the  best  revenge,  Tor  it  indicates  contempt;  hut  when  calumny  asserts  ir- 
jurious  facts,  contradiction  is  due  to  the  reputation  they  wound,  and '  silf  ,„'„ 
can  only  he  esteemed  a  proof  of  weakness. 

"Here  is  11  fact  asserted  which  the  dignity  of  your  diaraeter  calls  upon  you 
to  refute— which  you  must  refute!  It  is.  due  to  all  who  admire,  to  all  who 
esteem  you  (and  the  admiration  of  your  genius  has  over  hecn  coupled  with 
tne  esteem  of  your  worth);  it  is  due  to  yourself  to  refute  it.  If  I  5peak 
freely,  sir,  it  is  because  I  leel  deeply.  It.  may  he  that  1  am  ll;e  only  one  who 
has  ventured  to  a]. peal  for  a  reply  to  (hi,  accusation,  hut  I  am  not.  the  oulv  one 
who  has  felt  the  injury  you  would  sustain  by  leaving  it  without  one.  The 
higher  the  character  aimed  at  the  more  dangerous  tin:  attach,  f,r  if  genius  und 
worth  have  many  admirers,  many  friends,  they  have  also  many  rnvTer-  many 
detractors.  Your  silence  under  the  accusation  brought,  against  vou' would 
lend  weapons  to  such  de:.ract..rs.  lvriich  you:  friends  would  have  no  means 
of  parrying;  armed  wifli  no  proof.  h,.«-  couid  thev  defend  [nim.selye's  m-ains' 
the  accusers?  Their  own  faith  might  be  strong,  hut  how  little  significant 
would  be  a  reply  that  rested  111  their  mere  conviction.  Earnestly  most 
earnestly,  I  appeal  to  you  for  a  more  triumphant,  answer.  I  would  ur'-e  that 
though  I  speak  as  cue,  I  utter  the  seal  imeUs  of  niav.  that  I  have  seen  the 
emotions  of  chagrin  mid  iedigaatmu  with  which  (  read  t'ae  necasm"  paim— Th 
agitating  others  as  they  agitated  m,.,  that  1  have  seen  others  equal:-,-  aav.us 
to  find  it  answered,  an  I  equally  disappointed  when  no  auswer  appeared  It 
was  with  the  hope  that  the  J.hn.  Ih-J.t  of  January  5L'n:l  would'  contain  a 
refutation  of  the  accusation  contained  in  (hat  of  January  l.'ith  that  I  so  long 
delayed  writing  to  call  your  attention  1.0  it,  I  trust  that,  the  John  IhUi  cY 
nest  Sunday  will  show  your  admirers  ard  friends  the  vindication  they  must 
all  wish  to  see,  that  either  you  will  he  able  to  denv  the  fact,  asserted  'or  else 
to  explain  it  in  such  a  way  as  will  leave  the  integrity  of  your  character 

■'  Wishing  you  such  success  in  all  your  undertakings  as  genius  can  obtain 

"One  of  the  most  earnest,  though  it  may  be  the  least  worthy,  of 

"Yoiiit  WA_\-y  Adiiiuees," 
The  writer   of  this  letter  was  at  the   time  unknown  to  Macready,    and 

altogether  outside  theatrical  circles.  Shortly  belbre  the  great  -.etor's  retire- 
ment, from  the  stage,  the  wish  of  many  years  was  fulfilled,  his  personal 
acquaintance  was  made  hy  the  anonymous  admirer,  and  a  very  intimate 
friendship  commenced,   which  con  tinned  without  interrupt  i"ii  to  his  death  — 
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Ju.nwi.rij  26llt.— A  letter  from  Carlyle,  in  forming  me  that  Gay 
was  tho  author  of  the  words  of '  Acis  and  Galatea.' 

Janv/trtj  'dQ'-L — Looked  at  the  John  Hull  newspaper,  and  saw 
that  the  editor  had  suppressed  my  letter,  and  published  his  own 
observations  on  such  par  is  of  it  as  lie.  chose  to  allude  to.  Forster. 
called.  We  discussed  llie  subject,  and  1  cordially  assented  to  his 
advice  to  write  Id  the  eili!i>r  of  ■'/■.'.■■:-  7W;s\  find  request,  him  to  insert 
the  letter  to  John  Bull.  I  asked  him  to  write  it  for  me,  as  I  was 
occupied  wilh  a  letter  to  Die-kens.  Sir  W.  Marlins  called  to  say 
the  King  of  Prussia- -would  visit  J)rnry  Lane  Theatre  to-morrow 
night,  and  wished  lo  hear  tlie  play  of  'Macbeth.'  T  explained  to 
him  tho  impossibility  of  that  or  any  other  play  but  those  now 
acting.  He  recommended  Serle's  journey  to  Wimlsor  to  settle  the 
matter.  Copied  out  the-  letter  which  Forster  had  written  for  me, 
copied  out  also  the  loiter  to  the  proprietors  of  John  Bull,  and, 
with  a  letter  to  Delano,  closed  the  alfair.  Serle  returned  with  the 
information  that  the  lving  of  Prussia  had  selected  'The  Two 
Gentlemen  of  Verona.'     lie  wanted  '  Hamlet'  or  '  Macbeth.' 

January  31s{. — 1  see  with  great  satisfaction  my  letter  in  The 
Times  newspaper.*     Felt  most  grateful  tor  this  vindication,  which 

*  The  letter  sent,  to  J-/m  ll'iil,  and  afterwards  printed  in  The  TLr,.,:s.  was  as 
follows: 

"To  the  PEOrRiErons  of  the  'Jons  Bei.i. '  Nkwspapeh. 

'■  Gkstlumus,— I  desire  your  imme.liata  at'ontion  to  I  lie  following  circum- 
stances, in  coatieetion  wilh  no  article  ou  llrury  i.auo  Theatre  which  appeared 
in  your  paper  of  the  loth  instant. 

■'  When  I  entered  upon  tho  in  magemer.t  of  Covcnt  Gar  !on,  three  year*  ago, 
my  first  determination  was  to  rescue  the  theatre,  as  far  as  at  that  time  lay 
within  my  pownr,  from  the  .ieir.i.:-i1  i-:n  of  beinLt  accessory  to  purposes  of 
public  prostitution.  This  object.  I  never  Inst  sight  of.  I  found  my  means  of 
attaining  it  more  limited  than  the  public  sympaihy  and  support  have  tendered 
them  since;  but  the  result,  thou-li  not  i.1  rj'u-uly  sati.  factory  to  myself',  was 
such  as  to  prove  an  earnestness  and  sincerity  of  intention. 

"In  that  sjiivit  it  was  received,  aa;l  ovL-ryv.diorc  neartilv"  encouraged.  It 
was  frequently  the  sahject  of  prai.=o  in  vniir  paper,  and,  as  lute  as  the  2nd  of 
lust.  October,  was  undo  matter  of  special  contrast  with  the  condition  to  which 
Cerent  Garden  had  returned. 

"  When  I  entered  «|un  the  managcmi'nt  here,  1  felt  it.  doe  to  the  assistance  I 
had  received  to  ma  ire  a.  greater  and  more  eri'eotu-il  over'.inn.  Having  redoeu.vd 
most  fully  every  pledge  given  in  my  pnhlic  address,  1  became  Elusion*  to 
ascertain  whether  ail  I  hoped  to  do,  and  to  which  these  measures  eventually 
tonde  I,  might  not  be  accomplished  at  unco.  Hut  having  been  given  to  under- 
stand that,  upon  the  issue  of  a  play-bill,  I  had  not  a  U'iral  right  to  refuse  the 
money  of  any  person  at.  the  door  of  the  theatre,  I  could  only  resolve  to  do 
my  lest,  by  measures  of  estreme  discouraeooient.  to  altogether  deter  the 
unhappy  class  of  persons  in  epicstion  from  entering  the  house.  I  excluded 
them  from  the  two  hist  circles,  the  rooms.  1 . ; 1 1 i ■- .  p:,-^o_cs,  :\od  loboios  attached 
to  those  circles.  1  tor.lir.o.l  su;:h  a.s  might  still  mr  a  lime  persevere  in  coming 
to  the  third  circle,  waich  they  could  only  reach  by  a  .separate  pay-ollicc,  and 
by  passing,  through  a  dismantled  lobby,  wiiiu-e  the  wails  were  purposely  loft 
mipaitited  and  uupapered,  in  whicb  no  seat  of  any  kia.l  was  placed,  and  which 
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sets  me  at  ease  in  regard  to  these  false  and  malicious  attacks 
upon  me.     Thank  God ! 

li'r.bm.riry  1st. — A  ni.iWc  nviiclc,  the  tliird  leader,  in  The  Times  on 
the  attack  of  the  John  Bull."" 

was  constantly  patrolled  by  a  1>>:1  i  i.v.'jii -it;.  In  this  lobby  is  a  bar  for  refresh- 
ment, held  under  lease,  dated  some  years  since,  not  from  in c,  but  from  the 
proprietors,  which  I  cannot  revoke  ;  lii.it  I  have  already  received  notice  that 
this  lease  is  infringed  by  tin:  state  «f  tin;  place,  :i  state,  indeed,  so  bare  and 
miserable,  that,  were  it  not  fur  the  object  in  vinw,  1  should  myself  admit  it  lo 
he  discreJitable.  That  object  having  bren  answc:e:l,  it  cannot  be  called  so. 
On  the  average  of  nights  sinie  the  theatre  was  openc;!,  only  from  two  to  three 
persons  of  pri'siiine.l  disrepul able  character  have  been  by  a  vigilant  police 
noted  within  tin;. house,  on  some  occasions  not  one. 

"In  the  Jolm  hull  of  the  15th  instant  these  arrangements  . ire  made  matter 
of  severe  reprehension,  as  insulting  to  morality  and  decency,  ami  the  result  of 
my  exertions,  so  far  cvcccling  anything  1  had  ever  dared  to  attempt  three 
years  ago,  is  said  to  place  mo  on  tin  higher  level  than  the  most  degraded 
practices  of  other  theatres,  Covert  tcu-iien  being  especially  named.  It  15  not 
my  business  to  point  out.  the  ineonsistiuiey  of  this,  but  it.  is  my  serious  duty 
to  demand  of  you  reparation  for  ifs  injustice.  It  is  not,  I  hope,  too  much  to 
presume  that,  with  these  facts  before  yen,  and  with  means  of  verifying;  them. 
which  to  their  utmost  estent  I  oiler  yon,  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  you  to 
grant  this  reparation  through  the  same  channel  by  which  so  grave  an  injury 
has  been  inflicted. 

"  Meanwhile,  i  have  to  add,  strengthened  by  I  be  results  of  I  lie  measures  I 
have  described  in  this  letter,  ami  warned  by  so  strange,  so  unjust,  and  yet 
cautious  an  attack  in  i'.  oiuaaL  t  -:■  respi  it.,:.!'.1,  taa.t  nothing  but  the  extrrnie 
trial  of  tlie  point  of  law  will  project  m...  from  calumnies,  direct  or  insi:iious, 
1  have  given  instructions,  since  Wednesday,  tiio  JUt.h  instant,  that  the  money 
of  all  persons  of  supposed  improper  character  shall  be  refused  at  the  doors. 
Since  that  day  the  few  who  have  presented  themselves  have  been  turned 
away,  and  the  same  course  shall  continue  to  be  adopted  as  long  as  I  hold  the 
lease  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre. 

"Again  eVsiring  your  instant  attention  tu  this  letter, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  faithful  Servant, 

"  W.  C.  Mact.eady." — Er>, 
*  The  article  conduced  thus  :  "  it  is  not  our  custom  to  interfere  in  matters 
of  a  commercial  nature  where  there  are  com  peii  tors  for  public  favour  anil 
private  interests  involved  ;  but  we  cannot  pass  over  the  opportunity  allbrilod 
us  by  the  letter  of  Mr,  Macrcady,  which  appeare;!  in  Tne  /tiJi.-'t  of  yesterday, 
without  expressing  tho  opinion  which  .ve  (ia  coinuion,  we  believe,  with  the 
public  giioei-iilly)  entertain  of  the  as  oil  bias  of  that  geat  Ionian  for  the  restoration 
of  the  genuine  English  drama,  ami  for  the  puri  ilea  Lion  of  our  national  theatres 
from  every  just  cause  of  offence  to  a  virtuous  or  religious  mind.  We  cannot 
but  express  our  indignation  at  the  attacks  made  upon  him  lor  this  good  work, 
not  merely  by  riba":  I  publications,  whoso  ceustue  is  praise,  and  the  writers 
of  which  are  naturally  led  to  re.ent  every  iliscoiiragi.'mi.'iit  given  to  immorality 
as  a  blow  at  themselves,  but  in  quarters  from  which  more  generous  conduct 
might  have  been  expected.  The  man  who  has  done  more  than  any  other 
individual  to  make  ftaski'sprare  popular  deserves  the  thanks  of  every  one 
who  wishes  to  educate  the  people  an  i  raise   the   national  character.     Tho  man 
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February  'imj.— Jiitsinesa  with  .Mr.  Faraday  (brother  of  the  great 
philosopher)  about,  (lie  concentric  burner  which  he  brought. 
Allason  brought,  draperies.  Superintended  the  rehearsal  of  the 
choruses  of  'Aeis  anil  tlalatea.'  linsiness  with  various  people. 
Acted  Beverley  tolerably  well.     Called  for  and  well  received. 

February  GM. — Gave  my  whole  attention  during  the  day  to  the 
various  matters  connected  with  the  opera.  .Directed  the  rehearsal 
of  '  Aeis  and. Galatea.'  * 

The  curtain  was  let  down,  and  the  sta^o  swept  five  minutes 
before  the  hull-hour  past  six,  riianiicld  and  tin;  assistants  painting 
to  the  last  minute.  Saw  the  pcrfortr.anee  of  tlio  opera,  which  was 
beautiful;  have  never  seen  anything  of  the  kind  in  my  lifo  so 
perfectly  beautiful.  Gave  my  whole  attention  to  it.  At  the 
conclusion  was  called  for  and  most  enthusiastically  received;  I 
{rave  it  out  for  repetition.  Mrs.  Jameson  was  in  Catherine's  box, 
Gratulations  were  passing  everywhere.  I  feel  very  grateful  for 
this  success.     Too  lunch  exerted  to  think  of  sleeping. 

Fibruury  6th. — The  excitement  of  last  night  was  not  over  this 
morning  ;  the  forms,  colours,  and  movements  of  the  pictures  of  lust 
night  were  passing  still  before  my  eyes.  I  have  not  recovered 
from  them.  Several  papers  were  sent  to  me,  some  containing 
accounts  of  the  last  night's  performance.  'Rej.iicod  in  my  absence 
from  Mr.  Ducrow's  funeral.  When  will  my  funeral  come?  Let 
it  he  aB  simple  as  the  return  of  dust  to  dust  should  be,  and 
somewhere  where  those  thai  love  me  may  come  to  think  of  me. 

February  1th. — Went  to  Drury  Lane  Theatre.  Directed  the 
rehearsal  of  the  '  Prisoner  of  War,'  t  and  bestowed  much  pains  on 
it  Bead  several  letters,  attended  to  business  of  wardrobes,  &c. 
Note  from  Delano  for  a  private  box,  which  I  sent  to  him.  The 
Times  was  more  encomiastic  than  the  other  papers,  but  the  tone  of 
all  was  in  "sweet  accord."  and  the  opinions  liiat  reached  me 
unanimously  enthusiastic.  Stanfield  came  in,  and  would  not  tell 
me  his  charge  uni  il  lie  saw-  what  the  piece  did  for  inc. 

Ffhruiry  8th. — Went  to  Drury  Lane  Theatre  and  saw  again 

who  has  driven  Jns.i  SJicpjiarrU  find  Jim  Cr,,"s  ami  eihihitiims  fit  onlv  fur 
Roman  nmphithe.it  res  fVi.m  the  st:iijr»  has  ;i  risjlit  to  the  ffood  word  of  ail  who 
would  not  see  the  piiimlio-  miad  t.rnt;ili.-e  i  ;'r..|  de^Hirnlised.  The  man  who 
hiis  enabled  u;  to  tell  l'uriiaas  that  thi;:'o  i.i  ;t  t lie ; it-r e  in  which  every  effort 
is  made  to  exclude  vice,  and  in  \vlii-:-h  no  modest  person  is  likely  to  meet 
with  contamination  or  insult,  is  enticed  to  the  co-imeration  of  every  lover  of 
the  fine  arts,  and  (what  is  mere)  of  all  who  delight  in  rational  and  innoeotlt 
e  nj  oymen  t. " —  Ef>. 

*  The  play-hill  announced  r.lir-  o|iera  (not  divided  into  ;o:ts)  of  '  Aeis  and 
Galatea,'  adapted  and  unvoij ;e.1  ti;r  ]■■■■;. 'lV'CiiLaii^n  i'rnm  the  sereaata  of  Handel. 
The  orchestral  arrnULOinicnts.  !>v  Mr,  T.  Coeke.  The  scenic  illu.t  rations  bv  Mr, 
Stanfield,  E.A.  The"  pvincip^.T  parts  were  :  Cupid.  Miss  Chiuld  ;  Aeis,  Miss  P. 
Horten;  Damon,  Mr.  Allen;  Polyphobias,  Mr.  II.  Phillips;  Galatea,  Miss 
Romer.     The  danres  under  llv  rli  i -*.-■:■  t i o n  cf  Sir.  Xohle. — Ed. 

t  By  Douglas  Jerrold.— Ed. 
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'Acis  and  Galatea.'  It  is  beautiful.  Was  called  for  after  Mcs- 
dames  Hortou  and  Homer  had  been  on,  and  very  warmly  received. 
Went  into  Catherine's  box  to  see  the  '  Prisoner  of  War,'  when 
I  was  sent  for  to  Bulwer,  who  went  w  ith  mo  into  our  private  box 
to  sec  the  piece,  which  ho  liked  very  much. 

FeOnrnr;/  I0t/i.--  Hehearsed  '  Gisippus,'  Lision  called  to  ask  for 
a  family  box. 

Fi.-bru.ary  \"><h.  —Went  to  Jinny  Lane  Theatre,  whore  I  atfended 
to  business,  and  directed  a  rehearsal  of  '  Gisippus'  that,  with  four 
acts,  occupied  me  the  whole  day. 

Kbraary  2.U'.  Beceivcd  a  note  from  Babbago  about  a  rainbow- 
dance.     I  am  in  the  dark  about  it.* 

February  2oc/.  — Aetcii  Gi.-ippus,  I  must  admit,  not  well — not 
finished ;  not  like  a  great  actor.  The  actor  was  lost  in  tlio 
manager.  The  effect  of  the  play  wa.s  sueeess,  but  I  am  not 
satisfied.  I  hope  I  shall  be  able,  if  I  escape  severe  handling  in 
this  instance,  to  be  more  careful  in  future.  Was  called  for,  and 
very  warmly  received. 

FiAn-imry  21th.-  Walked  out  wilh  Catherine  in  the  park,  and  in 
the  Botanical  Gardens,  enjoying— Oh, how  I  enjoyed  the  fresh  air! 
I  seemed  to  drink  in  spirits  ami  temporary  re-invigoration  with 
every  breath  I  drew.  1  have  not  known  such  a  luxurious  sen- 
sation for  many  a  day. 

Murdi.  'I'ul. — Suj-erinii  mled  the  rehearsal  of 'The  Poor  Soldier,' 
with  which  1  was  very  much  pleased.  Notes  from  Mr.  Pates  of 
the  Diorama,  from  Dr.  Griffin,  Limerick,  on  ihesneec-nsof  'Gisippus.' 
Held  a  conference  with  Sorle,  Willmott,  T.  Cooke,  &e.,  on  the 
propriety  of  dismissing  the  idea  of  'Cymon,'  and  concentrating 
our  efforts  on  'King  Arthur.'  Rested,  being  much  wearied,  and 
tried  to  tiink  of  my  character.  Acted  Gisippus,  1  thought,  better 
than  I  have  yet  done.  I  hope  to  improve  the  part  very  much. 
Was  called  for  anil  well  received.  Went  into  a  private  box  to 
see  '  The  Poor  Soldier,'  which  was  very  well  dime  in  all  respects, 
and  with  which  T  mis  much  pleased.  Went,  into  Catherine's  box, 
and  saw  Mrs.  MaeXeil  (Mary  lirownlow,  the  Belle  of  Bath  in 
1814),  her  daughter,  Colonel  MaeNcil,  I'aimv  Howarth,  and 
Boxall. 

Mu-itIi  IQIIi .—Looked  over  old  Hats.  Ac,  und  settled  scenes  for 
'Macbeth.' 

*  Mr.  Baubage,  in  his  '  Passages  ['rum  the  Life  of  a  Philosopher,'  London, 

ISG4,  relates  how  lie  caused  a  ruinixnv-Jaure  for  the  ballet  of  the  Italian 
Opera  House,  then  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Lumlcy.  Various  coloured 
lights  were  to  be  thiuivii  on  srronjis  of-  <i,<n*f.asr'  dres.,eil  in  pure  white.  The 
osy-hydrogeii  lyhi  passim;  through  iliihwat  iiimli:!  iras  to  have  been  cm- 
[ileyej  to  produce  tin;  must  brilliant  elects,  ilr.  Itiliba™  arranged  a  ballet 
called  'Alethes  mid  Iris,'  i„  introduie  tin;  i-ninijiiw-:i.ini-«,  ami  n  relienrsal  tool; 
place  on  the  staje  ol'  the  Opera  House  :  but  the  danger  of  lire  in  llie  theatre 
was  alleged  by  Mr.  I.iiniley  as  a  reason  for  goinj  no  further  with  the  philo- 
sopher's cDiitriliutiuii  id  the  spleiobuiis  of  the  bullet. — En. 
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March  ll'/i. —  Attended  to  the  rclieiu-s.il  of  'The  Students  of 
Tionn,'  which  1  think  I  |mt  into  a  better  shape.  Received  a  note 
from  Colonel  liuckley,  informing  me  the  Queen,  tte.,  were  coming 
this  evening;  gave  necessary  orders.  Sir.  Godwin,  secretary  to 
Art  Union,  called,  and  spoke  with  mc  on  the  matter  of  lite  public 
meeting.  Acted  Gisippus  better  t.lian  1  have  yet  done.  Galled 
for  and  well  received.  The  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  occupied 
their  box. 

March  12IL— A  letter  from  Sir  W.  Martins,  expressing  the 
Queen's  wish  for  '  Acis  and  Galatea'  to  be  acted  alter  '  GisippusG 
on  Friday,  Lord  De  la  Warr  sending  word  she  was  "delighted 
with  the  jiluy  and  my  acting." 

March  l\)lh. — '1'he  Gurwoofls  and  Miss  Mayer,  f.oril  Jleaumont, 
Cli.  Buller,  Mr.  Milnes.  0.  Young,  l>r.  (j.uiii,  Knox  dined  with  us. 
In  lite  evening the  Procters,  Mrs.  Kirebeocr,  UieCkisholm,  Qlaelise, 
I  lie  Spieers,  Miss  1'.  Horton,  Mr.  Allen  came  in. 

March  'Kith. — Lord  Nugent.  Miss  Adelaide  "Kend.de,  Mrs.  Reid, 
Hetta  Skerrett,  Messrs.  (,'.  Kembie,  Travers,  Gartwright,  I'ierce 
Butler,  Beazley,  G.  Raymond,  Dr.  Glbotson,  Jcrdan  came  to  dine 
with  ns.  Adelaide  Kemble  was  very  agreeable,  and  sang  in  the 
evening  with  a  passion  and  fervour  that,  satisfied  me  of  her  claims 
to  distinction. 

March  21sf.—  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Cooke,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wostland 
Marston,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lrockednu,  JJoxall,  Mr.  Roberts,  E.A., 
Professor  E.  Taylor,  Allen,  Z.  Troughton,  II.  Smith  came  to 
dinner. 

March  2Cdh.— Dined  with  Kenyon.  Met  Rev.  Dr.  Haw  trey 
(Eton),  Dr.  Ashburner.  JSabbiigc,  J irowning,  THce,  Harness. 

Aprd  2nd.— Went  to  see  the  burloita  ai.  (".Went  Garden,  which 
was  humorous,  gorgeous-,  whimsical,  and  well  adapted  in  such  a 
theatre  to  its  end.  In  this  species  of  cnteriaianieiit  (not  properly 
belonging  to  a  national  theatre,  but  rather  io  a  house  for  hurlctta, 
Se.)  the  Co venl  Garden  Theatre  people  bear  away  the  hell. 

Acted  Macbeth  very  fairly.  The  Queen  and  i'vineo  Albertwere 
present. 

April  !Sfh.— To  Maelise,  and  was  very  much  pleased  to  see  his 
grand  picture  of  Hamlet,  which  was  splendid  in  colour  and  general 
effect.  With  sonio  otitic  details  1  did  not  ipiite  agree,  particularly 
the  two  personages,  Hamlet  and  Gphclia.  Grove  to  Edwin  Land- 
seer's  and  saw  some  of  his  charming  works-,  "Went  on  to  Etty, 
and  was  delighted  with  bis  gorgeous  colours  and  ruvbhing  forms. 
I  went  from  thence  to  Urury  Lane  Theatre,  where  1  transacted 
business  with  Viihnoi.t,  :-erle.  Sicilian,  Ihe  painters,  fie.  Returned 
home,  having  read  through  Die  second  act  of  the  farce  '  The  Lady- 
Killer,'  'The  Trip  (o  Ma.rgale,' one  act  and  part  of  another  of 
'The  Water  Carrier/  and  part  of  -Intimate  Friends.'  Employed 
the  evening  in  looking  through  sotvie  folios  of  the  'Galerie  des 
Versailles' for  subjects  for  rooms  and  costume  for  'Plighted  Troth.' 
April  8th. — Acted   Gisippus,  for  the  last    time,    pretty  well. 
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Called  for  and  well  received.  Now  hero  is  a  complete  defeat  of 
my  calculations.  I  thought  it  a  material  object  in  opening  a 
theatre  to  have  such  a  play.  Tt  has  produced  nothing,  and  been 
well  spoken  of.  There  is  some  weakness  in  it,  which  I  have  not 
yet  exactly  pointed  out. 

Jjiriinth.  —  Gtwc  I  he  employ  men  t  of  Hie  day  to  the  thought,  and 
reading  of  my  part  of  Grim  wood  iu>' Plighted  Troth.'  A  note  from 
Monckton  Millies,  wishing;  mo  !o  meet  the  Prussian  Minister 
(Btmsen)  at  his  house  on  Thursday. 

April  mi,.— llehcarsed  Ibc  play  of  'Plighted  Troth,' which  oc- 
cupied me  the  whole  day.  Mr.  Dailey  was  present.  Business  with 
all  the  departments.  Fully  and  momentarily  occupied.  Coming 
home,  found  Forster,  who  had  come  to  dine.  la  the  evening  read 
the  part  of  Grim  wood. 

April  ■2(>!h. — Bchearscd  the  play  of '  Plighted  Troth.'  Became 
Confident  in  hope  about  it.  Looked  at  the  chance  of  a  "brilliant 
success.  Serlc  spoke  to  me.  Rested.  Acted  nervously  ;  but  the 
play  was  unsuccessful.  Long  consultation  afterwards  on  what 
should  be  done.  Anderson,  C.  Jones.  Serle,  Wilhnolt,  and  Forster, 
I  wished  to  do  justice  tn  the  author,  and  we  agreed  at  last  to  give 
it  another  trial.  Chance,  I  fear,  there  is  none.  A  most  unhappy 
failure  ;  1  have  fell:  it.  deeply,  deeply. 

April  2Ut.— Mr.  Barley  called.  \S"e  talked  over  the  matter  of 
last  night.  Ho  was  much  depressed,  and.  i  agonised  for  him.  He 
deserved  to  succeed.  The  result  of  our  conference  was  that  he 
could  not  make  the  alterations  suggested  to  his  play  by  this  day's 
rehearsal,  and  therefore  that  lie  would  wish  the  play  to  be  with- 
drawn. 

April-  "'ird. —  TTerr  Schneider,  a  German  actor  from  Berlin, 
speaking  EnglUh  remarkably  well,  called  on  me  and  sat  a  short 
time.  Colonel  Wilde,  Prince.  Albert's  equerry,  came  with  Fred, 
Howarth,  and  asked  me  to  assist  ii'in  about  his  costume  as  knight- 
attendant  on  Edward  111.,  for  the  fancy  ball  at  t  no  Palace.  Bradley 
called  to  offer  to  paint,  the  portraits  in  '  Plighted  Troth.'  Very 
much  fatigued  ;  quite  unable  to  rally  to  go  on  to  Mui'chison's  and 
Pabbage's  s^Yti^.     1  cannot  do  it  with  this  load  on  my  mind  and 

April  ZM.h. — Colonel  Garwood  called  with  Lord  Donro  and 
Lord  Charles  Wellesley,  the  latter  wanting  a  knight's  armour  of 
Edward  III.'s  reign,  to  attend,  by  order.  Prince  Albert,  at  the 
fancy  ball  at  the  Palace.  I  showed  I  hem  all  this  attention  in  my 
power.  Gave  much  attention  to  '.Marino  1'aliero,'  which  I  begin 
to  like,  but  .1.  never  dare  venture  to  hope  again  ! 

April  2»th. — Acted  Macbeth  with  much  energy,  sustaining  the 
character  to  the  last.  Was  called  for  and  well  received.  Hcrr 
Schneider  came  In  express  Lis  admiration  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
ment;  he  said  that  lie  bad  observed  to  two  elderly  gentlemen  in 
the  boxes  that  lie  constantly  read  in  Fnglisli  newspapers  the 
"dcclino  of  the  drama,"  the  "great  days  of  the  drama  that  are 
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gone  ;"  but  lie  would  ask,  when  was  there  such  a  drama  as  this? 
hinjidi-hincn  do  not  (iiiiik  bo. 

April  '/>:>/!<.— Lords  Doiiro  and  Charles  Wellesley  tallied  about,  the 
dress  of  the  latter.  Showed  them  the  armour,  rind  gave  Lord  0.  W, 
directions  what  to  do.  Colonel  Wilde  cumo  shortly  after  on  the 
same  errand. 

Bulwer  called  and  tried  on  %ome  dresses  ;  fixed  upon  that  of 
Eat  h  veil. 

April  27th.-  -Miincs  culled,  ami  1  gave  directions  about  bis  dross 
for  the  fancy  ball. 

April  2H  Hi. —Lord  Charles  Wellesloy  called  about  his  dress.  I 
left  him  with  the  wardrobe-keeper.  Colonel  "Wilde  came  on  the- 
same  errand.  Ah  ended  io  business  with  seeno-pai  titers,  wardrobe, 
Sec.  Very  much  fatigued.  After  dinner  wrote  a  letter  to  Marianne 
respecting  a  state  visit  to  the  theatre  by  Her  Majesty.  Note  from 
Bulwer  about  his  dress. 

April  2'dlh. — liehearsed  with  care  the  play  of '  Hamlet.'*  Acted 
Hamlet  very  fairly. 

April  30th. — Dined  with  the  Royal  Academy.  Enjoyed  the 
dinner  very  much,  though  suffering  from  cold.  Spoke  with  the 
different  Academicians,  who  were  all  most  court  eons  to  me;  with 
the  Bishop  of  Norwich  a  long  while ;  Lord  Longford,  Lord  Nor- 
manby,  &c.  iruch  pleated  with  the  speech  of  the  French  Ani- 
baseador,t  and  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  general  tone  taken  as 
to  the  relative  merits  ot  British  and  foreign  art.  Wondered  at 
the  want  of  idea  in  the  old  Duke's  sliv-ngo  reply. 

Muy  'Aid. — lia.bba.gf!  called  about  hie  Ihike  of  Somerset's  dress. 
I  could  not  help  him  out. 

May  "th, — Note  from  Lord  Norma nby  about,  armour,  which  I 
lent  to  him.  Colonel  Buck  icy  (six  itet  Ihree  inches!)  called  about 
a  dress.     I  did  my  best  for  him. 

May  8th.—  Called  on  Sir  B.  Coniyn  ;  very  glad  to  see  my  old 
acquaintance  again,  very  little  altered,  older,  but  not  showing  it 
very  much.  Called  on  Barley,  and  took  him  in  the  carriage  with 
me.  Left  a  card  at  Lansdowne  House.  Called  at  Lady  Blessing- 
ton's  ;  sat  with  her  some  time. 

May  10th, — Milne s  called  about  his  dress,  tried  it  on.  Behoarscd 
part  of  Marino  1'aliero,  which  promises  to  act  well,  but  which  I 
.tear  will  be  too  much  forme  in  the  t.ioie;  consulted  Serlc  and  Jones 
about  it,  and  as  to  the  financial  consequence  of  not  doing  it.  With- 
held the  advertisement  to  make  an  effort. 

May  lith. —  The   Twisses,    Goldsmids,    Sir  John   Wilson,  Sir 

*  The  cast  was  :  King,  Mr.  Q.  Bennett ;  Polonius,  Mr.  Compton  ;  Laertes 
Mr.  Elton;  Horntio,  Mr.  Cirahr.m  ;  Guildonstei-u.  Mr.  I.ytine ;  Rosencriiiitz, 
Mr.  Sid  by  :  Osrii',  Mr.  Ilu.t«»]i  ;  Miircdbiu,  Mr.  Mio-.-.!im  :  'l-'ir.-it  Grave-[e"'er, 
Mr.  Kealey ;    Ghost,    Mr.   Phelps  ;    Queen,  Mrs.  Warner ;   Ophelia,  Misj  P. 
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Robert  Comyn,   Chilton,  Delane  junior,   Harness,  Leslie,  Fanny 
Howarth  eame  to  dinner. 

Miiy  liii.h.-  -Lord  Beaumont,  Roger*,  Shioi,  1'astlake,  and  Mrs. 
Norton  dined  with  us. 

May  link. — Weary,  weary  !  Rose  with  prayers  in  my  heart  for 
the  success  of  the  night's  experiment. 

Rehearsed  with  much  care  _£  which  occupier!  a  long  morning)  the 
play  of '  Marino  Faliero.' 

Rested  anil  thought  over  my  character.  1  could  not  sleep. 
Acted  Marino  Faliero  in  purls  very  well  ;  the  interest  of  the  play 

frew  upon  the  audience,  and  the  curtain  fell  upon  the  death  of 
aliero  with  their  strong  sympathy.  Was  called  for  and  very 
warmly  received. 

May  2LW  — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everett,  Sir  John  and  Miss  Goldsmid, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emerson  Tennent,  Harry,  E.A.,  Sir  M.  A.  Shee, 
P.R.A.,  Edwin  Landseer,  R.A.,  and  .Parley  dined  with  us.  We 
hadan  evening  party,Staiuiig!.  Miss  Ilawes,  'J'.  Cooke, tic  Graf.tan 
Cooke,  "Miss  Williams,  beautiful  duet  singers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lover, 
the  Fonblanques.  Twisses,  Lady  Stepney,  Cliiotson,  Babbage, 
Wheatstone.  Carlyle,  >Iiss  Wild,  IMarsions,  William  Smith  (Atliel- 
wo!d),  Procters,  0.  Ruller,  10.  Kilters,  Sir  Charles  and  Lady  Morgan, 
H.  Skerrett,  Mr.  Nightingale,  Dunn,  N'ioholson,  Maelise,  Forster, 
Kenyon,  Hoxall,  '/•■  Tn-mghioii,  'I'rcu-iiiiig,  So,  An  agreeable  dinner- 
party and  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

May  23rd.— Last  night  of  the  season.  Laboured  through  the 
day  to  get  the  speech  into  my  head,  hjirt  overmastered  it,  but  was 
so  oppressed  with  fatigue  of  mind  and  body  that  I  could  not  keep 
my  eyes  open ;  rested  for  about  half  an  hour.  Acted  Tago  very 
unlinishcdly,  very  poorly.  Spoke  my  speech  falterin'gly  and  ill.  I 
have  had  too  much  upon  my  head.  Fox  and  Forster  came  into  my 
room.  I  was  so  nervous,  for  all  recollection  of  the  words  left  mo 
entirely.     I  had  too  much  to  do. 

l.oTiilon  to  Dublin,  Miry  '>{'>! h.-  -Took  leave  of  my  assembled  dear 
ones.— the  blessed  ones— and  went  to  (he  railway  si  at  ion.  Had  one 
of  the  mail  carriages  to  myself  all  I  he  journey  except  from  Coventry 
to  Birmingham. 

Read  '  The  Keeruilhig  Officer'  of  I'avquliiir,  which  does  not  snit 
the  theatrical  genius  of  our  time.  Read  'The  Twin  Rivals,'  in 
which  there  is  very  much  to  admire  ;  part  of 'The  Plain  Dealer,' in 
which  there  is  much  more. 

Arriving  at  Liverpool  at,  seven  o'clock  (!)  T  went  down  to  the 
packet  and  got  a  sofa  for  my  berth.  The  evening  was  mild  and 
calm.  I  remained  on  deck  talking  with  Ifmlson  till  nine  o'clock, 
and  then  lay  down.  1  listened,  when  woke  out  of  my  doze,  to  the 
politics  of  some  neighbours,  (lie  captain,  a  Dublin  citizen,  &c.,  over 
their  whisky  punch,  the  captain's  reasons  for  the  law  of  primo- 
geniture, all  ending  and  beginning  in  his  wish  that  there  should  he 
a  head  of  the  family. 

Dublin,  May  iiOtii. — Went,  to  theatre,  rehearsed  Gisippus;  very, 
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very  wearied.  Wrote  a  short  note  to  Catherine.  Rested,  felt 
wearied  even  to  illness.  Actod  Qisippus  Letter  than  I  have  ever 
yet  done,  so  well  that  I  think,  if  I  could  have  given  the  same 
truth  and  effect  to  it   the  first  night  in   London,   it  must  have 

attracted  ;  and  yet  who  can  say  ?  Called  for  ami  very  well  received. 

Jim?  I'M. — [  Last  night  of  engagement  at  Dublin  J 

lUvmhujliiiiii,  J unii  Ylth.-  -•  liichelieu.' 

London,  Jt.i.ii'>  ISM. — Keeoivcd  ;i  cofiy  of  -Jjhvin  the  Fair'  from 
Henry  Taylor,  Laving  sent  to  purchase  ii.  at  Murray's. 

June  YMh  to  June  IMJ/i. — fi'.ngagcmciit  at  Birmingham. 1 

June  2iil.h. — Fucked  up  my  clothes,  (Vc.  paid  Toy  bill,  and  set  Out 
by  railway  to  Rugby.  A  very  rove  and  low  couple  were  put  into 
my  coupe,  but  I  could  not.  read,  ami  dozed  through  the  greater  part 
of  my  journey.  "Walked  from  the  station  t->  Fu^by,  where  almost 
all  traces  of  my  boyish  days  are  obliterated  in  tin:  improvements  of 
the  town.  Called  on  Fireh,  and  was  alad  to  find  him  so  well; 
agreed  to  dine  witli  him,  and  went  on  to  call  on  Mary  Bucknill.  I 
saw  her,  J.ydla.  fcio,  George,  Mr.  P.  Bnckiiill,  and  Georgiana. 
Sat  with  them  till  one  o'clock.  Heard  from  ther.i  most  interesting 
details  of  Dr. Arnold's  death.  I  was  very  much  touched  with  the 
sad  but  beautiful  account  they  gave  me  of  his  last  moments,  and 
the  conduct  of  his  wife. 

Dined  with  Birch,  three  of  the  little  "Win Stanleys  being  at  the 
tabic.  He  also  related  some  pleasing  anecdotes  of  Arnold.  He 
walked  with  mo  down  to  the  railway  Mai  ion,  and  stayed  with  me 
till  the  train  came  up.     Found  all  well  at  home. 

London.  July  l.?f. — [  am  not  well ;  weak  and  worn  in  body,  and 
depressed  in  mind  :  its  elasticity  seems  gone  ;  I  have  no  spirits,  no 
ardour;  hope  gives  me  no  strength;  my  course  seems  near  its 
close.  I  often  have  sensations  trial,  make  me  feel  indifferent  to 
this  world.  Will  there  lie  a  knowledge  in  another  state  of  being 
of  those  we  have  loved  in  this  ? — if  so,  and  if  we  may  love  them  in 
spirit  and  without  reserve,  I  could  be  well  content  to  change  the 
present. 

July  3«/.  —After  breakfast  called  on  Klliolson.  reading  Tenny- 
son's beautiful  poems  by  the  way.  Consulted  him  on  my  indis- 
position ;  he  prescribed  for  me,  scarcely  giving  me  any  medicine, 
anil  thai,  only  conditionally. 

./■jistmurnti,  July  (>th  to  July  11th. 

Lon'hm,  July  V-i'li. — My  first  thoughts  were  of  that  beloved 
child,  who  lives  in  my  memory  as  something  angel-like  in  its 
innocence  and  beauty.  1  think  of  her  witii  a  sorrow  and  a  love 
that  seems  to  me  stronger  than  my  feelings  are  to  any  of  those 
dear  ones  whom  God  has  spared  me:  but  it  is  possible  I  may 
mistake  the  exact  emotion  which  i  cherish  towards  that  beloved 
infant.  May  my  spirit  meet  hers  in  another  state  of  being  !  I 
hope  and  pray  it  may  bo  so.  Amen.  "Went  to  the  cemetery  at 
Kensa!  (ireen  to  visit  the  vault  where  she  lies.  Blessings  on  her 
sweet  spirit  1 
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"Went  by  railway  to  iin'j'.linm.  Implied  011  my  .journey  the 
beautiful  dramatic  poem  of '  Philip  Van  Artovelde.' 

EiiaHnuri'.e.,  HOi  Jviij. — Cave  the  uiorningto  (lie  ironside  rat  ion  of 
the  plan  and  estimates  of  the  scenery  fur  '  King  John,'  by  Telbin, 
"Wrote  a  letter  to  him  with  an  ofl'ur  of  .ClioO  and  directions  for 
several  scenes.  Lay  down  upon  the  grass  after  dinner  to  rest  j 
the  sea  «as  very  beautiful. 

July  Kith. — Took  a  short  run  on  the  sand*  with  the  children 
after  breakfast,  then  reinmed  to  the  com  inualion  of  '  King  .John,' 
which  I  applied. myself  strictly  to,  and  completed  by  the  after- 
Pleased  with  the  beauty  of  the  evening  and  the  scene  around  us. 
Gave  "Willie  his  lesson  in  Virgil  and  in  scanning,  read  his  hymn  to 
him,  and  heard  him  read.  Heard  Nina  repeat.  "Went  again  over 
'King  John,' and  arranged  cost,  <vc.  'Megan  tiie  arrange  men  t  of 
'As  You  Like  It.' 

London,  Attii>tst  23rd. — Went  to  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  Inching 
over  Colonel  llainiil  on  Smith's  loners  on  costume.  At  the  theatre 
entered  at  once  on  business.  Spoke  to  Telhin.  Cast  the  play  of 
'King  John,'  and  out.  out  parts.  Arranged  the  disposal  of  the 
music  of  '  As  You  Like  It.'  Mr.  Burgess  called ,  and  1  spoke  with 
liim  about  the  Queen's  box.  furniture.  Business  with  C.  Jones, 
T.  Cooke  and  ^rnphjson  came,  and  we  made  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  musir.  of  '  lung  Arthur,'  apportioning  all  the  parts, 
and  deciding  finally  on  the  mode  of  doing  it— a  long  and  laborious 
task. 

Jkij'iif1  -•'/'  ■  -To  T'ua'bourne. 

Av;ivi-:t.  'l'.}!ii.—Oi\  on- way  to  London  T  read  Ma rston's  tragedy 
of  the  'Patrician's  Daughter,'  which  is  a  most  interesting  anil 
touching  play  ;    I   will  act  it  if  1  am  prosperous. 

I.irerptAiL  St'j'tembi-r  -*<</. — '  Lndy  of  Lyons.' 

Ilunc/uslei;  He.picinhcr  V,:d.---'  Lady  of  Lyons.' 

Bristol,  September  12th.— '  Richelieu.' 

I.oiidi.it;  kqidriiln-r  1-i/Ii. — Went  to  painting-room;  thence  to 
wardrobe,  where  I  went  over  each  individual  dress  of  'As  You 
Like  lt,:  fixing  costume,  &c,  for  each. 

iSipievihir  20th. — Went  to  sec  '  Norma.'  ALiss.  A.  Kendile  played 
Norma.  It  was  a  very,  very  clever  performance,  entitled  to  the 
highest  praise  for  the  skill  iiii'l  energy  with  which  if  is  done;  .but,  oh 
Heavens!  an  opera!  That  human  beings  can  be  found  to  dis- 
regard Shakespeare  and  run  after  such  lamtci.a"'.  "What  must  be 
the  nature  of  a  medium  of  expression  thai:  strips  every  comedy  of 
its  laughter,  and  every  tragedy  of  its  pathos? 

October  \sl.— Went  to  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  calling  at  Deleroix's 
to  purchase  rouge.  Attended  to  the  business  of  the  theatre, 
which  was  most  harassing.  Lehearscd  the  play  of  '  As  You  Like 
It,'  which  kept  roe  very  late.  Business,  business  all  the  day  and 
all  the  evening.  Was  called  for  by  the  audience  beforo  the"  play 
began  ;  was  very  enthusiastically  received.     Our  play  of  'As  You 
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Like  It'  opened  onr  season 

.Toques  .is  well  as  T  could. 
on  Mrs.  Nisbctt.* 

October  6ril.— Acted  Jaques  better  than  I  have  yet  done. 
Dickens,  Maclis«.  Forster,  and  Mr.  Longfellow,  a  professor  at 
ono  of  the  U.S.  Universities,  came  into  my  room. 

October  9th.— Settled  with  Mr.  Head,  who  called,  the  dresses  of 
the  court  characters  in  '  Kinjr  John.'  Afterwards  gave  the  whole 
day  to  arrange  the  armour  drosses  correctly,  and  then  the 
properties  required.  Dined  with  Dickens.  Mr.  Longfellow, 
St  unfit  Jd,  Maei  ,.e.  T'orster,  and  If  alley  were  there. 

October  lOtli. — ltehearscd  the  two  first  acts  of  'King  John.' 
Business  with  I  ho  various  people-  ahont  'King  John.'  Saw  tho 
difficulty  of  producing;  it.  Acted  Hamlet  well— better  than  I  have 
done  for  many  days.  Was  called  for,  and  well  received.  Consulted 
with  Serle  and  Willmott  on  the  production  of  'King  John.' 
Decided  on  not  hurrying  it. 

October  lStli. — Was  occupied  the  wholes  of  the  day  by  the 
business  necessary  on  the  production  of  '  King  John.'  The  ■whole 
day,  and  at  times  I  felt  as  if  I  were  near  distraction.  Quin,  tiie 
Butlers,  Mr.  Sartoris,   Dickens,  Longfellow,  and  Carlyle  came  to 

(luf'Jitr  2'2nd. — The  Duke  of  Deuul'ort  exiled,  anil  inquired  of  me 
about  the  deerskin  I  wanted  for  'As  You  Like  It.'  He  very 
courteously  and  kindly  said  he  would  send  to  Badminton,  and  if 
thero  was  not  one  ready  he  would  desire  his  keeper  to  send  one 
express.     It  was  extremely  kind. 

October  24/A.— Acted  King  John  fairly.  Called  for  and  very 
wel!  received.  Gave  out,  the  phiy.f  Serle,  Dickens,  Forster, 
Emerson  Teiinenf.,  Slaniield,  Maelise  eauic  into  my  room.  All 
pleased. 

October  2GiIi.— Jaques.  27th.— Othello.  28th,  31s*.— King  John. 
Nucembtr  2nd. — Jaques. 

November  Uiili. — '  King  Arthur'  produced.  Called  for  after- 
wards, avid  very  oiiUiiisias!lf:-s.lly  reeeiw.-i!. 

December  ith. — Dearest  Letitia's  liirthday,  I  was  much  affected 
in  wishing  her  "  THany  liappy  returns  of  the  day"  (and  I  pray  God 

"  The  oast  was:  Duke,  Mr.  Ryder  ;  First  Lord,  Mr.  Llton  ;  Second  Lord, 
Mr.  H.  Phillips;  Amiens,  Mr.  Allen;  Jaiue.,  .Mr.  Mai-rmdv ;  Duke  Frede- 
rick. Mr.  G.  Bennett;  I.e.  beau,  Mr.  Hod,™;  Oliver,  Mr.  Graham;  Jaques 
(son  of  Sir  Kuwlami).  Mr.  I.vnnc  ;  Orb.n  !o.  Mr.  Anderson  ;  Adam.  Mr.  Piielos  ; 
'IWbstone.  Mr.  keelei-;  Willia::;.  Mr.  Gjmot™  :  V:^,-<.  Miss  P.  Horton  and 
Miss  Gould;  Rosalind,  Mrs.  M.,belt  ;  Odin,  Mr-.  Stirling;  Phebe,  Miss 
Forteseue;  And  rev,  Mrs.  Kenley.  in  !iie  [day-hill  Mrs.  Xisbttt  unl  Mr.  li  viler, 
Madame  Vest-ids  an:]  Mr.  Charles  Mathews  .vnre  announced  as  tiie  additional 
eiajauements  of  tin'  senson. — En. 

t  111  'King  John'  Elton  was  the  Earl  (,f  Saiidmrv;  Phelps,  Hubert  do 
Burgh;  Anderson,  Faulambridge  :  Uyder,  Cardinal  lViidulph  ;  Miss  Helen 
Fiiucit  was  the  Lady  Constance. — Ej>. 
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all  those  to  cnmi:  may  be  most  'nippy  to  lii:r ')  feeling  that  we  both 
have  numbered  too  many  to  expect  very  many  more.  God's  will 
be  done  I    God  bless  hcrl  " 

December  lQlh. — First  night  of  '  The  Pat riei nn's  Daughter.' 
Spoke  the  prologue  (by  BickiJis)  tolirably  well.  Acted  uncertainly 
the  part  of  Hordaunt,  but  the  play  was  nineb  applauded.  Fox 
and  Marston  camo  in :  JIarston  went  on  Hit  stagy  iii  obedience  lo 
the  call.     Nolo  from  .1  iady  "Morgan,  &e. 

.iht.r.mixr  2Gth—  My  beloved  Catherine  was  safely  delivered  of  a 
daughter.* 


18  n. 

February  ith.— liehearsod  Browning's  play,  'Tho  Blot  on  (bo 
Scutcheon.' 

February  6th.— Mr.  Phelps  was  too  ill  to  play  to-night.  I 
decided  on  under- studying  his  part  in  Browning's  play. 

February  llth, — Product  ton  of  the  play  of  'The  Blot  on  the 
Scutcheon.' 

February  24t.h  —  Behenrsed  'Much  Ado  About  Nothing'  and 
'Conrus.'  Acted  Benedick  very  writ.  The  audience  wont  with  the 
play  and  with  '  Comus.'    They  called  for  me  after  both  pieces. f 

Mara,  loth. — Beeeived  a  very  cordial  nute  from  Titty  ;  in  great 
delight  wilh  the  'Much  Ado'  and  'Comus'  of  last  night.  Listened 
to  the  rehearsal  of  the  music  of  '  Sappho.' 

April  Int. — Saw  (lie  opera  of  :  Sappho.';  which  iu*  certainly  put 
upon  the  stage  as  no  opera  T  have  ever  seen  has  been  lor  truth 
and  completeness;  flli,-s  >"ovelio  was  very  good.  The  house 
in  amount  was  even  below  my  calculations.  I  am  heartsick  of 
it  all. 

April  ■ith. — Culled  on  Mclan.  His  wife  nns  at  homo  ;  she  was 
at  work  on  her  picture  of  an  interesting  woman  holding  a  child's 
shoe  in  her  hand,  and  looking  iiniiirninjly  at  a  cradle  in  which  the 
clothes  were  tumbled  about.  I  looked  tor  the  child,  and  not 
thinking  of  what,  I  said,  uttered,  "  The  cradle  is  empty  ?  "  "  Yes." 
I  could  not  speak,  and  the  tears  welled  to  my  eyes;  I  thought 
of  that  blessed  one  with  whom  I  have  so  often  wished  to  bo  com- 
panioned. 

*  Lydia  Jane,  died  20th  Juiif.  1  S'iS.— Et). 

f  Tlici/ast  of'Mueh  Ado  ahmii  XutNio-.'  ;lt.  Drury  Lino  Theatre,  include! 
Mr.  Hudson,  Mr.  Lvnne.  Mr.  AiidiTsim,  Mr.  l'h.dps,  Mr.  W.  Bennett,  Mr, 
Allen,  Mr.  G.  Bennett.  Mr.  j>dhv,  Mr.  (Yiuj.t™,  Mr.  Kei.tey,  Mr.  Bonder,  Mr, 
Hnnce,  Mr.  II.  lSarneit,  Mr.  IJvJer,  with  Miss  K.rt^niL'  anil  Mrs.  Nisbett.  In 
'Comus,' Miss  1'.  I[..t:<  ii  mid  Missi  Helen  Kandt  twk  the  pans  of  the  attendant 
Spirit  and  the  Lady.  Miss  Bonier  tin.!;  that  of  Sabrina.  The  mush:  was  from 
Handel  and  Arne.  wish  the  esaep^ioo  of  one  air  from  the  original  composer, 
Heitrv  Liwes.— Ed. 

X  By  Pacini.— Ed. 
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April  ld'Ji. — Rehearsed  the  Easterpiece  of  '  Fortunio.'  The 
chorus,  to  whom  I  hail  given  the  indulgence  of  full  salary  last 
week,  \ftrc  in  an  apparent,  state  of  rebellion  this  morning.  At- 
tended to  business  with  Serle,  Planche,  &c.  Left  Drury  Lane 
Theatre  at  seven. 

April  2lst. — Letter  from  Lord  Cimriiii'..il.:-,in'-  Office,  closing  the 
theatre  on  account  of  the  death  of  the  poor  Duke  of  Sussex,  a 
kind,  good-natured  man,  of  the  most  liberal  opinions— I  very  much 
lament  him. 

April  'PiniL — Lined  with  Emerson  Temieut ;  mot  the  Hanoverian 
Minister,  an  Absolutist,  M-Oulloch,  ilolane,  Law,  and  several 
others.  Tennent  talked  tome  much  about  bringing  tlio  fashion 
to  the  theatre.     T  doubt  the  possibility, 

April,  'l\).h-  Acted  Oohmel  Green,*  I  know  not  how.  Called  for 
and  well  received.  Knowles  came  and  thanked  me  repeatedly  and 
very  grille  fully  f„v  what  I  had  done, 

Apii/.-.'.CUi. — The  darling  children  acted  '  Comns  '  in  the  drawing- 
room  after  dinner,  interesting  and  amusing  rue  very  much ;  they 
re  sited  the  poeiry  vwy  well  indeed,  and  only  (rave  luo  a  fear  lost 
they  should  imbibe  a  liking  fertile  wretched  art  wbioh  I  have  been 
wasting  my  life  upon,  God  forbid  !  "Went  in  the.  evening  to  Mrs. 
Pierce  Sutler's,  (raw  the  Sartorises,  Sir  C..  and  Lady  Morgan, 
who  introduced  me  to  Mrs.  Dawson  Itamer,  Jjord  Lansdowne, 
Mr.  Hallam,  whom  I  was  60  glad  to  meet,  Milman,  Babbage, 
Evcretfs,  Ac. 

April  i-W, --Acted  Colonel  Green  very  poorly :  called  for  and 
well  received.  Went  to  Mrs.  Sartoris's.  Saw  Young.  Benedict, 
Mr.  Procter,  Hay  ward,    LuUcrs.      Rogers  and  Lord  Lansdowne 

May  Isi.— Acted  TSrntns,  fur  the  most  part  very  well.  Called  for 
and  Will  received. 

May  5(S.— Went  to  Dniry  Lane  Theatre,  reading  'Comus.' 
Found.  Staniield  there  refreshing  the  scene  of  '  Acis  and  Galatea,' 
and  afterwards  '  Comiti.'  Went  to  the  Athenmum  to  dine  with 
Stanfield,  E.  Laiidse;:r,  and  L'astlake  ;  Harry,  Wells,  Romilly,  &c, 
were  of  the  party.     We  all  went  to  the  theatre  ;   L  acfed  Comus. 

May  titJi. — Rehearsed  '  The  School  for  Scandal.'  Met  the  com- 
mittee and  had  a  long  conference  with  them.  They  will  not  be 
able  to  come  to  terms  with  me.     Acted  Josi-ph  Surface  very  fairly. 

May  \Wi—  Rehearsed  Athelwoid.  Dear  old  Sir  W.  Allen 
called.  I  gave  him  the  Gloucester  b:>.\-,  that,  lie  might  see  at  his 
perfect  ease.     Ho  seemed  quite   affected    in  shaking  hands   with 

May  ISft.— Acted,  or  ralher  scrambled  Ihnuigh  Athelwoid  ;  was 
called  for.  After  the  play,  spoke  with  W.  Sniil.li,  the  author,  who 
came  in.  T  \\n\c,  acted  against  ray  own  judgment  in  taking  this 
part,  hut  I  did  it  for  the  author's  interest. 

•  Iu  '  The  Secretary,'  by  Sheridan  Knowles.— Ea 
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Mia/  2(1'/?.— Acted  King  Henry  IV.  The  house  was  very  good, 
for  which  I  am  most  thankful.* 

May  S'M/i.—  t'ux  called  1o  express  his  LTiMti.tr cat  ion  at  last  night's 
performance,  ('.'olid en  and  Wilson,  of  the  Anti-Corn  Law  League, 
called  to  speak  about  taking  Lrury  T.ar.e  Tina  t?-e  next  y<?ar  for  four- 
teen nights  1    Aeled  Leontes  tamely.    Called  for  and  well  received. 

June  7 th.~ Received  a  note  from  W.  Anson,  informing  mo  that 
the  Queen  would  command  en  Monday,  an  act,  of  kindness  which 
I  felt  very  much.  Sir  William  Martins  called  to  give  mc  the 
official  intimation  oil  to?-  Majesty's  visit. 

Jin??;  10th.— Mr.  IJethunoj-  called  and  sat  with  mc  some  time. 
In  a  strictly  private  conversation  ho  talked  with  mo  on  the  subject 
of  the  Dill  ho  is  commissioned  to  prepare  with  regard  to  theatres. 
Appointed  to  see  him  at  his  office  on  Thursday  next  at  three 

June  12(7?. — "Went  to  Drury  Lane  Theatre.  A  day  of  business, 
speaking  to  people,  settling  little  matters,  giving  orders,  &c. 
Gave  the  actors  invitations,  refused  several  applications  for 
admission.  Saw  Lord  1  lolawarr  ol-uat  the  queen's  box,  &o.  Sent 
and  took  Andrew's  box  for  Her  Majesty's  Etiite.  Acted  Joqu.es 
very  well.  Was  called  for.  anil  the  Queen  sent  to  order  me  to  go 
on,  hut  I  was  undressed.  Lord  G.  was  as  officious  as  if  he  had 
been  stage  manager  on  £'i  per  week.  When  the  Queen  came 
from  her  box,  she  slopped  Luvd  IV.awarr  and  asked  for  me.  She 
said  she  was  much  pleased,  and  thanked  me.  Prince  Albert  asked 
mo  if  this  was  not  the  original  play.  I  told  him:  Yes,  that  wo 
had  restored  the  original  text.  Alter  lighting  them  out,  I  went 
into  the  scene-room,  which  was  filled  with  people,  all  delighted 
with  their  evening. 

June  lilh.—  Wrote  out  my  address  in  antici:  (it ion  of  inquiry  for 
it  this  evening.  Went  to  Drury  Lane  Theatre.  Attended  to 
business;  very  low  in  spirits:  could  scarcely  repress  the  tears 
that  rose  to  my  eyes  when  Mh.s  liorton  spoke  to  mc.  Eehearsed 
the  two  or  three  short  scenes  of  'Macbeth.'  Gave  directions  to 
Sloman,  &c,  to  put  the  scenes  and  properties  in  good  order  to  bo 
rendered  up  to  the  proprietors!.  Saw  Serle  on  business.  Dined 
very  early.  L'esied  ami  thought  over  aiy  character  and  my  address. 
Was  in  the  lowest  state  of  depression-  was  actually  ill  from  my 
state  of  mind.  Spoke  to  Mr.  Willmott  upon  what  was  needful  to 
be  done. 

On  appearing  in  Macbeth,  the  whole  house  rose  with  such  con- 
tinued shouting  and  waving  of  bats  and  handkerchiefs,  that  I  was 

*  Tin?  rcci'iiiis  of  !i:ii  evening  per  forma  nee  were  to  lie  given  as  the  sub- 
scription of  the  Drain-  ban?  i:t:m]>:-.ny  to  (he-  Eiiik-us'  Jleianrial  Fund.  The 
fourth  act  of  '  Iluiirv  IV.'  u-na  pc-rlerjiiix]  ;  livo  ao's  ef  '  tier  Freisdnrt/'  (iii 
v.-hM.  S[jiiiJi!;l  was  the  Caspar);  the  farce  of  Ms  He  Jealous?"  with  Jlrs. 
Warner,  Mrs.XisWtt.  Mrs  Kiwley,  and  Jlr.  Hudson ;  and  '  For  tunic' 

+  Jlr.     Drinkwator    lMhune,  'then    Parliamentary    Draughtsman    to    tha 
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quite  overcome;  I  was  never  so  affected  by  the  expression  of 
sympathy  by  an  audience.  "When  wearied  with  shouting,  they 
changed  the  applause  to  a  stamping  of  fret,  which  sounded  lilto 
thunder — it  was  ;jrand  mid  awful  ;  I  never  saw  such  a.  scene!  I 
was  resolved  to  act  my  best,  and  I  lliink  1  never  played  Macbeth 
BO  well.  I  dressed  as  quickly  as  I  could,  and  went  forward  to 
reccivo  another  reception  from  that,  densely  crowded  house,  that 
seemed  to  emulate  the  first  It  was  unlike  anything  that  ever 
occurred  before.  I  spoke  my  speech,  and  retired  with  the  same 
mad  acclaim.* 

Juitc  VJth. — Wrote  to  Mr.  Anson  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Prince 
Albertand  the  Queen.  Ca.llod  ai.  the  Thatched  Mouse  Tavern,  and 
nit  down  my  name  for  the  Kugby  dinner.  Went  on  to  Drnry 
jane  Theatre.  Saw  Serle,  Anderson,  WJllinoli,  C.  ,)ones;  business 
with  al!  ;  gave  orders;  saw  my  closets  emptied— my  heart  was 
over  full.  At  Slotnnn's  request  1  passed  round  the  scene-rooms, 
and  saw  all  put  away  in  the  best  order.  I  could  have  wept  to 
think  of  all  these  efforts  ami  expenditure  come  to  nothing!  I 
desired  Jones  to  give  up  the  theatre  to  Dunn,  I  could  not  bear 
to  look  at  it.  again,  ('nine  home  dejected  to  the  last  degree.  Dined 
with  Everett;  met  the  Leicester  Stanhopes,  Mrs.  Norton,  E. 
Laudseer,  11  ay  ward,  Hives. 

Jtmn  l'Jtk. — Woke  early  to  go  over  the  speech  ;  got  up  to  hammer 
at  the  speech.  Mr.  Brewster  called  ;  .still  the  speech.  Note  from 
Johnson  ;  continued  driving  at  this  speech,  disheartened,  dismaved, 
and  despairing,  till  the  hour  arrived  for  mo  to  attend  at  Willis's 
Rooms.  I  drove  down  there,  saw  Biehens,  Torster,  D'Kjn court, 
Maclise  at  the  door.     D'Eyncourt  took  me   into  the  Committee 

'  The    play-bills   had   announced    the    relinquishment  of  Mr.    Macready'i 

direction  "f  the  theatre,  and  hi;  lust  appeai-anee  in  London  for  a  very  con- 
siderable period.  The  season  flK4i-:J)  had  heen  marked  t.v  tin;  production  of 
Shakespeare's  -As  Von  Like  It,' -Kin;.;  John,'  'Mueh   .A. in  Ab:mt.   Xothiiijj," 

ami  'Cymbcline  ;'  of  the  new  plays  of  '  The  fatrieian's  ['■oi-otcr,'  -The  Blot  ™ 
the  Scoteheon,'  'The  Seeiefary,'  and  '  Athehvold  ;'  of  II  r.  I'l.mohe's 'Kortunio' 
(as  anLasicr  piece),  ondof  the  opera  of  '  Sappho,'  :=.Ti:!-.-r  tor  operetta 'The  Queen 
of  the  Thames'  To  lho<r  ivuit  ho  ad.h'd  <:<.[i,;reve's  '  Love  for  Love,'  adapted 
for  representation,  aad  Drvdon'.-,  'Kin;'  Arthur.'  wliieh  neither  obtained  nor 
deserved  the  sureess  of  'Acts  and  Galatea-'  Planohe's  '  Follies  of  a  Night,' 
Morton's  'Thumping  Legacy,'  and  the  other  new  f ,  roes  of  the  '  Attic:  Story  °;crol 
'The  Ktim  Boy.'  There  had  also  heen  p-i-furmed,  of  Saake-poare's  'plavs 
•  Hamlet,' 'Maoheth,'  ■Uta^o,'  -Tile  Wial  ,-r.  Tale,".  Iiiiins  Cavsar,"  Henry  IV.,' 
and  'Catherine  and  Petruehio;'  the  other  plrcvs  of  'She  sloops  to  Coiione.-' 
■The  Sohoolfnr  Scandal.'  'The  Rivals,' 'The  WaV  to  keen  Mil-,-,.'  'The  Provoked 
Husband,'  'The  Jealous  Wife,'  'The  Streamer','  'The  Road  to  Rain,'  'Jane 
Shore,'' Virginias..' 'Werner,'  'The  l.adv  of  l.vons."  Marino  le'liero;' also 'Acis 
nnd  Galatea,'  'The  Prisoner  of  War,'  and  'The  .Jir.b.rai.  I  lour -'the  operas  of 

'  ""■   '■'■■,.;. :,.i„;,,  '    -Ti...  ■„■.., .  ,-:    —  >-dra,'and"'Sonnamt,Hla,'  and  the 

an  of  a  Lover,'  '  Is  He  Jealous  ? ' 
-■-    ,.iristmas  pantomime,   which  was 
founded  on  the  story  of  Will  him  Tell.- Kn. 
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Room  ;  Rourne  was  there,  and  two  sons  of  D'Ejncourt.  The 
Duke  of  Cambridge  came  soon  after,  and  asked  many  questions 
about  the  testimonial,  which  stood  in  I  In;  room,  and  which  he  very 
ranch  admired.  I  was  introduced  to  him,  and  he  talked  to  me  for 
BOiue  time  about  Jlrury  I. ami  Theatre  very  coiii[>Iimentarily.  At- 
one o'clock  we  went  into  the  (ireat  lioom.  The  platform  was 
crowded,  but  T  could  not  look,  and  tii  ore  lore  recognised  very  few. 
The  Puke  spoke  better  than  1  have  ever  heard  him.  I  hesitated,  and 
could  not  proceed  at.  the  piiwiiiic:  of  the  s:a^e  business.  I  was  en- 
abled only  thi'otijdi  tin;  applause  to  recover  m;  self.  The  Duke  took 
his  leave,  and  I,  alter  a  lew  words  with  IJulwer,  whom  I  saw,  left 
the  room,  sought  ;tiy  catTiapv,  and  drove  liomo. 

[The  most-  im  port  ant  passages  in  Macrcidy's  ..pcech,  as  given  in  The  Times 
newspaper  report  of  the  proceeding-,  were  as  follows  : 

"  tin  my  own  behalf,  and  in  tin:  name  of  the  members  of  my  profes-Lon,  1 
may  be  permitted  to  offer  to  your  ];■■:■;; u  Highness  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  the 
honour  you  have  conferred  upon  the  Drama,  in  condescending  to  appear  upon 
this  occasion.  It  is  a  ciouh>occsioa  ..f  wbiea  '.  am  ■  L ■ = ■=  - j = I  v-  sens-.Mo, — one  that  I 
ran  never  forget.  To  nil  who  have  honoured  mo  by  registering  their  names  in 
the  cause  of  the  Drama  1  return  my  warmest  [banks.  I  thank  them  for  their 
generous  sympathy  in  my  endeavours  in  elevate  my  art.  I  thank  them  for 
this  substantial  memorial  of  their  appreciation  of  my  motives.  I  thank  them 
for  this  crowning  gilt,  which  assure-,  me  tlmt,  w  hat  over  may  have  been  the 
pecuniary  results  of  uiy  attempts  to  redeem  the  Drama,  I  have  secured  some 
portion  of  public  confidence.  If  during  my  career  as  manager  it  was  ray  lot 
to  meet  with  some  difficulties,  I  have  been  sustained  and  cheered  on  by  the 
approval  and  support,  of  most  indulgent  and  decerning  patrons.  By  those 
who  regard  all  things  wiiit  the  eye.  of  ftlamuwa,  ever  looking  downwards,  it 
may  have  been,  indeed  i!  lias  been,  himed  that  I  was  actuated  only  by  sordid 
motives;  but,  in  spite  of  ail  their  ungenerous  iti-dnualinus,  I  ean  repose  in 
this  proud  assurance  of  your  approval.  1  can  look  back  without  repining  at 
the  experiment  made  at.  Covent  Garden  Theatre  iluring  my  management  of 
it,  and  subsequently  renewed  at  l.lrury  Laue.  The  result  is  not  for  me  to 
speak  about.  You  cannot  ban'  forgotten  fiie  slate  of  the  theatre  in  1H37 — it 
is  notorious.  1  thought  a  favourable  opportunity  was  then  presented  for  the 
restoration  of  the  national  Jdrama— for  raiding  my  degraded  art.  1  made  the 
attempt,  though  at  the  prospect,  I  may  say,  indeed,  (lie  eers.ainty,  of  a  dimi- 
nution of  income.  I  was  not  wiiiiout  hopes  that  the  experiment  would  have 
answered  my  expectations;  anil  t  trust  that,  even  now  it  has  in  some  degree 
succeeded.  I  have  be™  encouraged  and  cheered  on  by  the  respectable  portion 
of  the  public  press,  although  there  were  some  writers  pleased  to  assert  that  my 
motives  were  not.  altogether  disinterested :  they  hinted  that  I  resorted  to 
these  means  or.lv  to  entrap  favour  ;  bur  I  beg  to  assure  those  gentlemen  that 
it  was  not  by  any  such  means  that  t  sought  to  succeed.  1  aimed  at  elevating 
everything  rejire.ee ted  on  the  stage.  J  sought  to  furnish  (he  dramas  in 
which  the  genius  an  i  talents  of  the  players,  the  painters,  and  the  musicians 
could  he  combined.  1  hope:!  to  introduce  them  successively  as  illustrators  cf 
the  poet.  It  was  my  object  to  carry  upwards  ail  the  parts  of  a  drama,  the 
poet  being  the  fir..t  consideration,  but  that  no  actor,  however  subordinate, 
might  no!  help  (o  elevate  his  art  with  himself.  I  feci  my.clf  unequal  to  say 
all  that  I  could  wish  to  say.  I  have  only  now  to  return  to  your  Royal 
Highness  my  most  grateful  thanks  for   Ibis  proof  of  public  confidence  in  my 
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motives.     This  besuiir'ul  memorial  of  pubiic  ^.t -t.v  H  i.  .t  i ,  .-t  ,f  my  humble  efforts 

in  the  cause  of  the  Dnmm  1  must  robust  as  (he  nit  jury  of  a  brighter  era.  It 
encourages  me  Io  hope  lii.ii,  that  cause  will  yet  bo  etiicietilly  snpporfed  in  a 
wei!- regulated  theatre.  Onee  mote,  aneept  my  bust  thanks — 1  might  vary 
my  phrase,  hut  I  will  ooH  reiterate  t li.-  c\prc.-,siiin  d1'  l.iiiit  gratitude  which 
your  kindness  fins  inspiri- 1,  noil  which  ivill  be  ei  i.r  eo^rnieo  on  my  heart." 

The  testimonial  itself  (leii.  by  JIm:reiidy  to  descend  as  a  heirloom  id  his 
family)  is  thus  described : 

'■  The  group,  wdiieli  bus  been  manufactured  at.  the  establishment  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Duke  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn  l-'ields,  represents  yii'ikespenre  standing 
on  a  lie-lost  ill.  sit  toe  biisi:  of  whicii  Mr,  Mseready,  habited  in  tiie  costume  i.f 
the  enrly  stn;'e.  is  seated,  havicg  jT,  l,;S  hands  a  volume.  He  is  attended  by 
the  Muse  of  Comedy,  Thalia,  and  the  JI use  of  Tragedy,  Melpomene;  and  as 
connected  with  the  subject  on  which  the  actor  is  supposed  to  be  employed — 
the  restoration  of  :lio  uiljir.al  te.it  o:  the  plays  of  SLi^e-.-peorc — the  Muse  Clio 
is  also  introduced.  On  the  other  side  of  (lie  pedestal  is  Apollo,  with  an 
attendant  group  of  suiiordiuate  ligoics.  Mosks,  ki-..,  ore  .seen  on  tha  ground 
on  ivliieh  the  iigures  are  placed.  The  whole  of  Ibis  portion  of  the  testioionial 
stands  on  n  base  of  triauguler  for  m,  ou  ur.e  side  of  which,  within  n  metope,  is 
represented  the  senate  scene  in  l  Othello  ; '  in  n  metope  uii  another  side  of  the 
base  is  a  representation  nf  the  prologue  seme  in  '  Henry  V. ;'  and  in  the  third 
metope,  on  the  rem.-iming  side  of  the  base,  the  senate  soeae  in  'Corinlanus.' 
At  tin;  angle.;  of  toe  base  three  buys  In  Id  fable  Is,  on  which  are  represented  the 
storm  scene  iu  '  Lour,' the  meeting  of  tbcwitcr.es  in  '  Mucboth,'  anil  a  scene 
from  the  'Tempest.'  The  scenes  ore  all  in  relief  iu  frosted  or  dull  silver,  of 
xai-y  delicate  and  eiquisiie  wurkmarsiiip.  The  hose  itself  is  higiily  polished, 
and  forms  an  admirable  Ciatra.-.t.  and  barkgiouod  to  the  figures  end  auxiliaries. 
The  whole  rests  upon  a  plinth  of  g i  form,  supported  by  feet.  The  com- 
position is  remarkably  fine,  and  the  combinations  perfect.  All  the  figures 
accord,  harmonise,  and  concur  io  carry  out  the  design  and  sentiment.  The 
execution  is  eiiuelly  good,  and  the  likeness  of  Mr.  Miicrcady  correct  and  full 
of  spirit.     It  bears  this  inscription: 

"  To  WlLLIAJl  ClIAGLES  MAOREAPT, 

io  c  mmemora!  ion  of  h:s  Management  of  the  Theatre  Royal, 

Coi'ent  Garden, 

In  the  seasons  of  1*37-3,  and  1838-9, 

When  bis  1'n isonnt ion  of  the  Che.rao'ers.  his  Jis--l..v;ii  eo-.s  of 

The  Test,  and  hi..  Illustration  of  the  best  Intellectual 

Ai'ls  of  the  Historical  Fasts  ami  Poet  kill 

Creations  of  the  i'biys  nf 

Shakespeare 

Formed  an  Kpoch  io  Theatrical  Annals 

Alike  Honourable  to  bis  own  Genius  and  Devoting  in  its 

Influence  upon  Public  Taste, 

This  Testimonial  is  presented  by 

Tho  Lovers  of  the  National  Drama." — Ed.] 

Sii'Ed ward  Corflingt on  tailed,  a  Ti.T.vdi.-li^lit  fill  ol'.l  gen tleraaft  and 
Bailor.  An  idly  busy  after]  in  on  :  tho  fhnerson  Ten  i  it;  i  Is,  Talfourds, 
Procters,  Travel's,  Millie,  .Mcliiunini,  IJab'tKi^o  tame  to  dinner. 

June  27th.~ Note  i'roin  Cobduti  wii.li  ujiiii.iiiiim'.'ii.t  ut  eight;  from 
Milnes.     After  dinner  went  to  Norfolk  Street  to  meet  Cobderi  and 
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Wilson;  talked  over  politic?,  and  principally  the  means  of  the 
Corn  Law  League.  Advised  them  with  regard  to  Drury  Lane 
Tlieatre.  Cobdcn  told  mo  be  knew  the  thoaire  well;  tliat  he  had 
written  a  play  called  'The  Phrenologist;'  he  had  taken  it  there 
and  knew  Price  and  old  Reynolds. 

July  Is!.— Went  to  breakfast  with  Milncg:  met  a  captain  from 
China,  a  Mr.  Rowley,  from  the  borders  of  Abyssinia,  Cnrlyle, 
Chevalier  liuusen,  Lord  Morpeth,  and  several  other  agretabh; 
people,  whose  names  1  did  not  cat  eh,  T  spent  a  pleasant  morning', 
liking  I'uilsi  ii  very  much  indeed  ;  Lord  Morpeth  very  much.  Went 
down  to  Westminster  Hall  and  saw  the  cartoons;  most  pleased 
with  Caraetaens  led  in  triumph  through  Dome,  and  tho  Trial  by 
Jury,  but  also  pleased  with  the  Landing  of  Ctesar,  and  the  Battle 
for  the  Beacon.  Saw  several  persons  thai  T  knew,  lo  whom  I  did 
not  speak,  as  I  did  not  know  how  far  they  might  think  themselves 
lowered  in  their  own  opinion  by  speaking  to  me. 

July  J3'/o— Tlie  birthday  of  my  beloved  Joan.  I  see  the  sweet 
beauty  of  that  darling  ehihh  and  hear  the  music  of  her  innocent 
merriment,  and  sec  her  in  helpless  state  of  suffering— the  blessed 
angel!  I  feel  that,  in  dying  T  have  something  to  rejoin  that  I 
dearly,  dearly  love.  My  mother  and  my  child  arc  spirits  to  my 
thoughts,  to  meet  me  in  another  stare  of  being.  God  grant  it ! 
Went  out  with  dear  Catherine  and  Xinu  to  Kensal  Green  Cemetery 
to  see  the  vault,  when:  my  beloved  child  lies. 

Juhj  2-?«rf.— Wont  out  and  called  at  the  Athontcum  to  look  at 
Macau  lay's  article.  Walked  across  parh  to  Home  Office.  Saw  a 
person  who  had  known  me  all  t.hroue.h  my  career  from  Newcastle, 
Paris,  onwards.  Saw  Sir  James  Graham,*  and  31  r.  Manners  Sutton. 
Asked  Sir  James  to  present  my  petition. -f  He  talked  upon  it; 
said  he  believed  the  .Lord  Chamberlain  had  the  power  of  granting 
licences;  and,  in  confidence,  gave  me  the  draft  of  the  Bill  to  lie 
brought  forward  be  Son;  the  House,      illeiid  the  draft  of  the  Act. 

July  24th.—  Went,  to  Home  Office  ;  waited  and  had  a  conference 
with  Manners  Sutton,  to  whom  I  complained  of  the  injustice  done 
to  myself  and  the  dramatic  art  by  the  Bill  of  Sir  J.  Graham  as  it 
stands.  I  urged  tiie  riaatpf  actimrHhakt  spi  are  being  given,  to  the 
licensed  theatres  if  the  patent  theatres  were  nnahlo  to  act  his 
works.     He  promised  to  take  ii  Into  consideration.^ 

August  llth.— Went  to  Westminster,  and  called  upon  the  Deon,§ 

*  Sir  James  Graham  iras  then  Secretory  of  State  for  tin:  Home  Deportment. 
Ilr.  Manners  Sutton  (now  VifCKiiii  Cantta-lnui)  wi.  rahn-^ecretarv. — Er>. 

f  Tho  Petition  was  presented  on  1st  A ■.;.:'■';«!,  1S1;1,  i„,d  is  printed  in  the 
Appendix  tottusW1.li  Kq.nrt  on  1'ublie  1'ciiiiuas,  1S1;).  p.  ;'p27.  (See  end  of 
J),;,fvlV,r  1813.)— ED. 

I  Thelireni.iriLr  Av.t  isfleriviavb  pasj.Kl,m  IS  1:1,  exUT,ded  the  Lent  Chamlei-- 
hiiri's  jurisdiction  to  ttm  whohs  of  the  nit-1  rnjinli-  ;  an.!  sinte  its  puss-ing  the 
monopoly  of  (ho  old  patiait.  tlioul  la's  to  pei'mini  the  Tegular  dram  i  has  ceased 
to  wist..— Ed. 

§  Dr.  Tnrtoo,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Ely.— Ed. 
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whom  I  found  an  agreeable  and  most  good-natured  man.  I 
explained  my  business  to  him,  viz.,  to  ask  the  remission  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  fees  in  the  ease  of  Mrs.  Siddotis'  monument. 
ITe  went  with  mo  into  the  Abbey,  and  1  showed  him  the  sites 
selected  by  Chantrey;  we  talked  much,  lie  wished  me  to  return 
to  see  a  portrait  of  lien  Jonson  by  Vandyke,  a  very  charming  tiling. 
Ho  showed  me  many  others ;  some  very  good  ones,  a  Rembrandt, 
Si  portrait  of  Wilson,  &c.  He  then  wished  me  to  return  to  his 
study,  and  1  sat  with  him  some  time. 

At.ujvft  1  8 (/i.—  Parsons  eame,  as  clerk,  to  our  Committee;  gave 
him  his  work  to  do.  Procter  ami  S;an(icld  eame,  and  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  which  was  very  kind.  "We  talked  for  some  time,  and  then 
proceeded  to  business.  1  stated  the  amount  received  in  the  bank, 
and  read  the  various  letters  from  the  various  soul  [iters.  Campbell's 
alto-rilievo  was  shown,  and  we  went  downstairs  to  look  at  his 
design  for  a  statue.  Lord  T.atisdowne  strongly,  and  all  of  us  very 
warmly  thought  that  the  rilievo  was  so  simple,  so  original,  and  so 
completely  within  our  funds,  that  it  was  entitled  to  adoption. 
Resolutions  iviti:  made  anil  drawn  up  and  carried  to  that  effect,  &c. 
Lord  Lansdowne  left  us  with  very  warm  expressions  to  me,  and 
wo  talked  over  matters  till  it  was  done.  Rejoiced  in  having  done 
so  much,  advance'.!  so  far,  in  this  work  that  I  had  taken  in  hand. 

llyCic,  Awjii*'.  IMsf.— Mrs.  Norton  has  sent  a  note  inviting  us  to 
meet  Lord  Melbourne  at  her  house  to-morrow,  as  he  wished  to 
speak  to  me  about  the  theatre.  Catherine  accepted  the  invitation. 
J.ondan,  August  22nd.— Dined  with  Mrs.  Norton:  met  Lady 
Conyngham,  Lady  Melbourne,  Sidney  Herbert,  Kohl,  and  the 
Sheridans.     Rogers  eame  in  the  evening. 

Aitijvai  ''Mill.-  -I.  went  with  Stanlield  to  the  Abbey,  where  wo 
met  Campbell  :  we  went  over  the  eastern  end  of  it.,  admiring  the 
pictures  and  views  it  afforded  us.  I  showed  them  the  different 
sites'for  tho  Bidders  bust,  and  they,  as  T  foresaw,  acknowledged 
the  superior  effect  of  that  in  the  Nightingale  muniment  chapel. 
We  instructed  Camjil.iell  to  apply  to  (he  Lean  and  Chapter  for  it, 
and  Stanfield  agreed  to  aet  as  ray  deputy  during  my  absence. 
Called  with  Staniield  on  Parry,  and  got  an  order  to  see  the 
Houses  of  Parliament.  Cidk-d  at  ling;*;',  where  Stanfield  saw  his 
portrait  of  myself,  with  which  he  expressed  himself  very  much 
delighted,  i'ound  Mr.  Ryder  at  home,  and  went  over  tho  scenes 
of 'Othello'  with  him. 

"Wont  to  Richmond,  to  ihe  Star  and  Carler,  where  I  was  received 
by  the  party  expecting  me,  Dickens,  .'Muclise.  Rarham,  E.  La.ndscer, 
Fox,  Dillon,  F.  Stone,  Stanlield,  T'orster,  George  Raymond,  Quin. 
II.  Smith,  Carew,  an  amateur  singer.  A  very  elegant,  dinner, 
and  enjoyed  by  a  company  in  the  most  perfect-  harmony  of  feeling 
and  spirits.  Dickens  proposed  the  only  toast  of  the  evening,  my 
health,  See.,  in  a  very  feeling  and  eloquent  speech,  I  had  not  had 
time  before  to  ponder  the  circumstances  of  my  departure,  and  I 
quite  broke  down  under  it.     I  could  not  speak  for  tears,  or  very 
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inefficiently.  Afterwards  a  most  joy  on  >  oven  in;:,  and  the  warmest 
emotions  of  regard  and  re  pro  t  pervadad  t!io  party. 

Aitt/t'.st  H0i!«.— lid  tors  from  D'Eyneourt,  ivishinp  mo  to  visit  him 
at  liis  country  seat,  and  from  Carlyle  inclosing  two  letters  of  in- 
troduction to  the  United  States.  Went  to  my  last  sitting  to 
Tborburn.    Caiherme  called  for  inc.  and  wo  walked  home  together. 

^■}-i.i-r„.ber  2nd. — Head  the  number  of  ' Chuzzlcwit.'  the  most 
powerful  of  tlic  book  which  Lickcns  is  now  employed  upon,  but 
as  bitter  as  it  is  powerful;  and  against  whom  is  this  directed? 
"  Against  the  Americans,"  is  the  answer.  Against  how  many  of 
them?  IIow  many  answer  to  his  description?  I  am  grieved  to 
read  the  book.  Received  a  letter  from  him  telling  me  that  lie  had 
received  a  strong  '.s|iost i;hi.t.n-y  letter  J'nnsi  Captain  Marryat  on 
the  subject  of  his  accompanying  me,  and  that  on  niy  account"  lie 
would  therefore  deny  himself  the  indulgence  of  shaking  hands 
with  me  on  board  ship.  His  letter  was  generous,  alloc  donate,  and 
most  friendly. 

Went  to  Loudon  Library,  -where  Catherine  and  the  children, 
returning  from  their  breakfast.  wiih  .lingers,  met  me.  Dickens 
and  Forster  came,  and  IT.  Smile,  and  "Kogers.  We  met  Catherine 
attho  door  of  Buckingham  1'alaco  (jarden,  were  shown  the  pavilion 
in  the  garden  (how  beautiful  the  garden  is!),  and  the  frescoes  of 
Etty,  Htanlicld,  Maclise,  Leslie,  Sir  W.  Loss,  a  beginning  by 
Edwin  Landseer.  Stanfiold's,  looks  best.  Went  through  the 
state  rooms  of  tho  palace;  the  pictures  are  excellent.  Took 
leave  of  Rogers,  running  after  him  in  the  garden  ;  wo  parted  most 
cordially.  Took  leave  of  II.  Smith  and  Dickens,  who  were  most 
affectionate.  Sent  note,  with  Ca!lnrrine's  signalitre  and  my  book, 
to  .Hansom's.  Called  on  the  Lishojis,  Sir  Isaac  Goldsmid,  Holi'ord, 
Jonathan  Birch,  J.  Morris,  Mr.  Butler,  Mrs.  jiolls.  Tacked  up  my 
little  bag.  Forsiev  dined  wilh  us.  Set  off  for  Brighton  ;  read  a 
few  lines  of  Madame  do  Stael.  Notes  and  letters  of  introduction 
from  Leslie,  most  kind. 

fr.ffil-.iiJie.r  :>rd. — Hose  early  and,  left  lirigMou  by  the  first  train, 
reading  by  the  way  Madame  do  Steel's  ■Treatise  on  tho  Art  of 
Acting.'  Thought  much.  Arrived  at  home;  instantly  applied 
myself  to  business,  packing  with  all  speed.  Captain  Marryat 
called  to  shake  hands  with  me.  Thorlmni,  whom  I  paid  for  his 
miniatures,  &c.  C,  .Tones,  Cenc-ra!  Ahxandci-,  kind  man.  Arranged 
my  accounts ;  continued  packing.  T.  I.andseer  called  as  we  were 
in  the  earriape  to  call  on  him;  he  went  with  us  to  his  brother's, 
who  was  from  home.  Called  on  "King,  i.ady  Biossingtoii,  whom  1 
saw;  Elliotson,  not  at  home;  Proctor  and  Kenyon.  Wrote  to 
Leslie.  Dined  with  the  children.  God  for  ever  bless  them! 
Il'Orsay  and  Edwin  Landseer  called;  just  shook  hands  with  them. 

*  Because  he  tlioudit  thai  Mricr^iiily's  i-.^.^.l L.ei  ia  tin;  United  States  might 

bo  pre iu diced  if  it  were  knr.ivn  that  >i ■=  >.«■!,  even  m n j.-miv  1  en  liis  departure 

from  England  bv  the  writer  of  ■  Chuz/.Wit '  and  of  tho 'American  Botes.' 
(See  I'crster's  '  Life  of  Dickens '  under  I  his  date.)— En. 
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Note  from  Lady  Blessington.  Sent  Siddons'  paper,  with  note  and 
order  on  Coutts,  to  Stuntield.  Wrote  a  note  to  Lord  Ilatherton. 
Packed  up.  Heard  my  blessed  children  their  prayers,  and  then 
read  prayers  among  us  all.  My  God,  hear  Thou,  and  grant  me  to 
find  tn  a  happy  return  those  precious  beings  improved  in  health 
of  mind  and  body,  and  progressing  in  the  paths  of  wisdom  and 
virtue,  happy  in  their  own  belief  of  doing  right !     Amen. 

To  Liverpool,  ly-pt?mb:?r  4th, — "Rose  at  a  very  early  hour;  pre- 
pared for  my  departure;  kissed  my  beloved  children.  Keached 
Birmingham  ;  amused  with  the  passerigr-rs  iliere.  Landed  and  set 
off  in  tho  Liverpool  train.  Went  to  Adclphi,  from  thence  to  tho 
river,  where  we  took  boat  to  near  tho  Caledonia,  a  very  com- 
fortable ship,  in  which  I  saw  my  luggage  land. 

HejitMibv  ■iUk-  -  Took  leave,  after  some  food  ii.'id  sad  talk,  cheer- 
fully and  well  of  ray  dearest  wife  and  sister.  Went  with  Forster 
to  the  quay.  We  reached  ilie  ship  and  came  on  board.  What  a 
scene !  Bade  dear  Forster  farewell ;  ho  was  greatly  affected.  I 
looked  at  my  fellow-passengers— eighty.  Thought  of  my  wife; 
watched  the  gorgeous  sunset  and  the  soft  moon.  Took  tea ; 
watched  Liverpool,  or  where  it  was,  till  the  lights  could  no  more 

!~ijii.smber  8lh. — After  coming  on  deck  I  introduced  myself  to 
Judge  Haliburton,  alias  Sam  Slick,  and  had  some  pleasant  con- 
versation with  him.  I  chiefly  noted  him  in  the  strong  expression  of 
humour  in  his  countenance  when  he  smiles  ;  there  is  fun  in  every 
wrinklo. 

i/u/'/irs-,  %/eroVr  IsWi,— 'Hose  before  sunrise,  and  saw  a.  glimpse 
of  land  through  the  haze.  Dressed,  and  went  on  deck  as  we 
entered  the  harbour  of  Halifax,  which  with  its  rocky  hills  on 
either  side,  its  smooth  green  island  in  the  centre  of  the  bay,  and 
the  lively  looking  town  before  us  with  its  citadel,  its  ships  and 
wharves  crowded  with  eager  spectators,  looked  as  in  lively  welcome 
tons.  Our  deck  was  equally  alive  with  land  costumes  gay  with 
faces  I  had  not  seen  during  tlio  voyage.  The.  bustle  of  welcome 
and  farewell  was  amusing  and  exciting.  I  went  with  one  of  our 
ship's  company  into  the  town,  of  si  reels  at  right  angles,  of  wooden 
houses,  reminding  one  of  the  half  active  sort  of  character  that  a 
Scotch  eastern  town  seems  to  have.  The  shops  seemed  good,  as  I 
looked  into  them,  and  it.  appeared  unite  a  place  that  a  man  might 
live  in.  Before  leaving  the  ship  I  had  a  few  words  of  farewell 
with  Mr.  Haliburton,  ami  cxcbanc.vd  cavds  with  him.  He  break- 
fasted with  us  in  one  great  party  of  about,  thirty  from  tho  ship,  at 
the  hotel,  and  certainly  never  was  greater  justice,  done  to  a  break- 
fast. The  air,  and  the  sense  of  being  Oo  land,  quite  sent  my  spirits 
in  an  unusual  flow  back  to  me.  Alter  taking  leave  of  Mr.  Halibur- 
ton, ho  came  back  to  introduce  "Mr.  Webster,  of  the  Kifles,  to  me, 
who  with  great  courtesy  aslted  how  he  could  be  of  use  to  me)  &c. ; 
if  I  would  breakfast  at  the  bafl-acks,  &e.  I  declined,  but  accepted 
tho  offer  of  his  escort,  and  walked  with  him  up  to  the  barracks 
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and  to  the  citadel,  from  whence  tiie  view  of  the  harbour,  its  islands, 
(oris,  shipping,  the  lake  on  flio  opposite  side,  part  of  the  inner 
harbour,  &c.  all  come  within  !)ie  eye.  It  is  a  beautiful  scene,  laid 
out  as  in  a  map  before  one.  He  returned  with  me  to  the  ship, 
and  then  I  took  leave  of  him. 

Boston,  SrjJviiibci'  20th.  ■■  -The  mate  summoned  me  at  early 
twilight,  with  the  news  that,  we  should  soon  approach  the  Boston 
Harbour  Light.  I  hud  slept  very  little;  there  were  noises  -all 
night  on  deck,  from  the  time  of  slopping  to  take  in  the  pilot,  that 
disturbed  me  incessantly.  I  left  my  lied  with  little  reluctance,  to 
sec  in  the  cold  grey  light  I  he  land  before  me  stretching  away  to 
the  right,  with  the  lighthouse  a-head.  It  was  land,  and  the  eye 
strained  to  it  and  rested  on  it  as  on  security  and  comfort.  I 
desired  to  be  called  when  we  nearcd  the  Narrow,  and  attended  to 
my  luggage  until  time  to  we  our  entry  into  this  beautiful  harbour. 
It,  must  be  a  very  unsightly  haven  that  would  not  have  beauty  for 
eyes  that  have  looked  on  sea  and  sky  for  nine  or  ten  days,  but  the 
islands  so  various  in  form,  the  opining  a;:ain  of  the  view  of  the  sea 
through  the  Northern  Channel  sifter  passing  the  narrow  entrance, 
the  forts,  the  houses  that  spot  loo  rising  shores,  and  the  seemingly 
rich  and  thriving  villages  that  spread  far  along  the  circling  shores 
on  either  side  of  the  receding  land,  with  the  clustered  masses  of 
the  city's  buildings  in  the  central  distance,  surrounded  by  the 
dome  of  the  State  House  and  the  Obelisk  of  Bunker's  Hilf:  all 
these  lit  ii fj  and  illumined  by  a  mosi  gorgeous  sunrise,  that  fretted 
with  golden  fire  one  half  of  the  heavens,  and  was  reflected  in  the 
dancing  waves  through  whieh  we  made  rapid  way— all  these  effects 
of  form  and  colour  gave  a  beauty  and  splendour  to  the  scene  that 
required  not  any  interest  unborrowed  from  the  eye  to  awaken 
delight  and  enjoyment.  A.  small  shoal  of  porpoises  came  leaping 
and  bounding  along  in  our  course,  and  the  vessels  glided  by  or 
were  passed  by  ns  as  ll.e  scene  grew  upon  our  sight  in  our  rapid 
advance.  The  thought  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  the  fervent,  stern, 
resolute  and  trusting  men,  who,  in  their  faith  in  God,  became  the 
authors  of  all  the  glorious  and  happy  life  1  saw  about  me,  was  a 
touching  recollection ;  the  privations  and  sufferings  of  those  men 
me  not  held  in  account  by  us. 

JS'ew  York,  Se/>t<:mb-jr  2'olh.  -Vent  to  the  theatre,  and  acted 
Macbeth.  What  shall  I  say?  "With  every  disposition  to  throw 
myself  into  the  character  as  I  had  never  so  completely  done  before, 
I  was,  as  it  were,  beaten  hack  by  the  heat,  and  1  should  certainly 
have  stink  under  it,  if  1  had  not  goaded  myself  repeatedly  to  work 
out  my  thoughts  and  vindicate  my  reputation.  The  audience  did 
not  applaud  eery  much,  but  really  it  would  have  been  too  much  to 
expect  successive  rounds  of  applause  under  such  an  atmosphere. 
My  reception  was  most  enthusiastic,  ami  very  loudly  cheered  and 
with  repeated  cheers,  i  am  glad  I  have  brought  Mr.  Ryder.  I 
was  loudly  called  fur  and  very  fervently  received;  the  audienco 
expected  a  speech,  but  I  bowed  under  great  weakness. 
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September  2Ttt.— Hamlet     2Uh.— Kichelien. 

October  in'!.— Acted  Macbeth  tolerably  well;  took  pains,  but 
was,  I  think,  unequal.  Called  for  and  well  received.  David 
Oolden  tamo  into  my  room.  On  this  very  day  seventeen  years 
ago,  Monday,  October  2nd,  IWi'i,  1  opened  in  New  York  in  the 
character  of  YirjriiHUS. 

Odubir  3i'(f,— Dined  with  Forrest:  met  a  very  largo  party,  too 
large  for  comfort  Imt,  it.  was  most  kindly  intended.  Bryant,  with 
whom  I  talked  very  little,  Halleek,  rind  Jnrnan  the  artist,  were  of 
the  party.  Our  day  was  very  cheerful  ;  I.  like  all  1  tee  of  Forrest 
very  much.  He  appears  a  clear-headed,  honest.  Kind  man ;  what 
can  be  better? 

October  4th. — Acted  Werner  anxiously,  and  pari  hilly  with  effect. 
The  audience  were  interested,  but  arc  very  spaiiiiLr  of  applause. 
Was  called  for  and  well  received.  David  (.'olden  came  into 
my  room.  At  last  I  have  got  into  my  promised  bed-room.  My 
heart   thanked   God   for   the-  comfortable   tidings   brought    from 

October  5ft.— Eichelien.    6th.— Hamlet.    9 (ft —Macbeth. 

lOth, — Went  to   the   thealre   and   rehearsed   Virginias. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  the  .audiences  of  the  Cniied  Stales  have 
been  accustomed  to  exaggeration  in  all  its  forms,  and  have 
applauded  what  has  been  most  extravagant;  it  is  not  therefore 
surprising  that  they  should  bestow  such  Utile  applause  on  me, 
not  having  their  accustomed  cues. 

October     lltk.— Virginias.      1 2 ft.— Werner.      lBth. — '  Lady    of 

O'-ti-b'-r  ls5r-r(.  Longfellow  called  for  me,  and  we  went  to  dino 
with  Mrs.  L.  and  I>.  ('olden,  at.  the  Indies'  ordinary.  Above  130 
sat  down,  Mr,  and  Mis.  N.  P.  Willis  next  to  Longfellow.  He 
(N.  P.  W.)  wished  to  be  very  civil  to  me.  I  was  much  amused. 
1  looked  for  the  enters  with  knives,  but  detected  none. 

(ictiibtr  1(!/A. —  Acted  Hamlet,  very  fairly,  slvivin™  to  overmaster 
my  evil  tendencies.  1  must  :;uard  against  unreal  tones,  &c. ;  I 
must  practise  to  he  the  thing,  despite  the  coldness  of  these 
audiences.     I  must. 

October  17ft.  —  Richelieu.  ISth.  —  Othello.  IMi.— Werner. 
20?/;.— Macbeth. 

Octd'er  2'irii. — Acted  Macbeth  equal,  if  not  superior,  as  a  whole, 
to  any  perform  an  ee  1  have  ever  given  of  the  character.  I  should 
say  it  was  a  noble  piece  of  art.  Called  lor  warmly,  and  warmly 
received. 

The  Miss  Ouskman  who  acted  Lady  Macbeth  interested  me 
much,  ■  She  Gas' to  learn  her  art,  but  she  showed  mind  and 
sympathy  with    me— a  novelty    so    refreshing    to    me    on   the 

October  24th.— Tlamlet,  Werner.     2h(h.— Hamlet. 

■ ■  2Bth. — Acted  Cardinal  liiclielicu  in  such  a  manner  aa 

evidently  to  produce  a  great  effect  on  the  audience. 
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October  SOlh.— Tn  my  performance  of  Hamlet  T  suffered  a  little 
from  what  Scott  has  described  as  the  fiiniso  of  Campbell's-  back- 
wardness— I  was,  if  jin  t  frightened,  certainly  Hurried,  at  the  shadow 
of  my  own  reputation;  tin:  impression  of  iiie  previous  evening  liad 
been  so  strong,  I  feared  to  disappoint  expectation.  It  was, 
liowevcr,  not  a  had  perform;*  n;:e.  The  soliloquy  ending  the  seeond 
act  was  very  natural,  passionate,  and  good.  That  on  lite  and  death 
was  reality— as  my  Trench  friends  term  it,  i-Wjiirution.  I  never 
before  approached  the  real  sell -communing  which  possessed  me 
during  its  delivery.  Tin":  audience  fully  appreciated,  for  they 
applauded  until  i  actually  stopped  them. 

Xo<!t.mb:'<-  \nt. — Acted  Othello  in  a  very  grand  arid  impassioned 
manner,  never  better.  The  audience  I  thought  cold  at  first,  hut 
I  would  not  give  way  to  tlie  Jntluence  ;  J  sustained  the  character 
from,  the  first  to  I  he  last.     Called  for  and  very  warmly  greeted. 

November  2nd.  —  Iiiehelieu.  ?>rJ.  —  Ylnjinius.  ith.  —  Werner. 
fith.— Macbeth.     7  th.—l  ago.     8th. — Renedick. 

Boston,  November  YAth. — Looked  over  Macbeth,  being  most 
anxious  about  my  performance.  Acted  Macbeth — how,  I  really 
cannot  say.     Note  from  Sumner. 

NovemLer  Mth. —  Dined  wit.li  Longfellow ;  everything  very 
elegant.  Mrs.  L- — ■  is  a  very  agreeable  woman.  Felt  on, 
Sumner,  and  Hillard  dined  with  us. 

Nuucmhnr  101k. — Hamlet. 

— 1  (Ml,..— "Waldo  Emerson  called,  and  sat  with  me  a  short 

time,  expressing  his  wish  To  make  me  acquainted  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ward,  whom  he  extolled  greatly.  1  liked  him  very,  very 
mttell—  the  simplicity  and  kindness  of  bis  manner  charmed  me, 
Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence  called  and  sat.  with  me  some  time.  I  liked 
him  extremely ;  he  invited  me. 

November  Yith. — lieooived  a  note  from  Colby  Graltan.  praying 
me  to  come  to  him  to  meet  General  Jleitiand  and  Webster.  I 
thought  he  made  a  point  of  it,  and  I  went.  Was  introduced  to 
Bertrand;  certainly,  from  appearance,  one  who  could  only  obtain 
(list) notion  by  the  greatness  of  another  —  a  "growing  feather 
plucked  from  f'iesai'.s  wing"— may  be  shown  as  of  the  eagle  kind, 
but  it  is  only  the  fidelity  of  an  Eros  to  an  Antony  that  has  given 
reputation  to  the  kinddioarted  little  Ceneral,  lie,  talked  very 
pleasantly — asked  me  if  1.  had  acted  at  Paris;  T  told  him  I  had, 
and  reminded  him  of  the  period,  which  he  recollected  associated 
with  '  Virginias.'  We  talked  of  Talma,  and  of  the  Emperor's 
partiality  to  him.  I  asked  him  if  it  was  true  that  they  were 
friends  previous  to  Napoleon's  assuming  the  crown?  He  said, 
doublin-rly,  ,;  No,  it  was  not  likely."  He  told  me,  in  reply  to  my 
inquiries, 'that  Napoleon  liked  tragedy  very  much,  but  comedy 
little.  That  he  judged  well,  was  a  good  critic;  described  his 
home  of  retirement,  the  seat  of  small  social  parties  in  which  he 
indulged  and  which  he  preferred  ;  that  at  one  of  these  a  tragedy 
on  Lady  Jane  Grey  was  read  by  Talma ;  that  Napoleon  appeared 
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asleep  during  the  residing,  but  tli;it  ho  gave  a  clear  and  critical 

opinion  upon  its  merits  ;  that  if  it  hud  developed  any  truths  as  to 
the  political  stato  uf  .l-'jiirliisicl,  the  comlii  inn  nf  parties,  the  influence 
of  religion,  or  any  great  t.'it"  i:t,  it  might  have  been  something;  but 
the  mere  story  of  Lady  Jam:  Grey — Pah  !  The  play  was  intro- 
duced some  time  sifter,  but  not  with  success. 

"Was  introduced  to  Cititi  Dam^reau,  to  Mrs.  Otis,  who  talked 
French  to  mc  for  some  time,  to  Bancroft,  who  seemed  very  glad 
to  see  me,  as  I  was  to  meet,  him.  Returning  home  I  found  a 
basket  of  flowers,  and  a  note  -in  rapture  at  .Richelieu — from  Miss 
Otis. 

November  lRffi.— Called  on  W.  Prescol  t;  saw  the  old  Judge,  who 
just,  came  in,  shook  hands  with  us,  and  passed  on  like  an  upparkion 
through  the  room.-  Sal  some  time  with  W.  Prcseott  sind  his  wife, 
both  of  whom  I  liked  very  much, 

Dined  with  Felton,  nice  tins  0.  Sumner's  brother,  .hired  Sparks, 
Dr.  Beck,  Felton's  brother,  and  Longfellow.  Mr.  Ware  and  his  son 
came  in  after  dinner. 

November  20th,— Othello. 

21s?.— Dined  with   0  rat  tan;  met  the  Mayor,  Brimner, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otis,  Abbott  Lawrence,  Commodore  Kennecruha, 
Mr.  Gore,  and  Mr.  Sears.  Passed  a  cheerful  afternoon.  "Went  to 
Lawrence's,  expecting  a  small  parly,  as  "  the  death  of  one  of  his 
kindred  prevented  him  from  seeing  company:  found  Lis  rooms 
full  ;  was  introduced  to  herds.  Saw  Tieknor,  Gray,  Present*, 
Curtis,  Bancroft,  Sears,  Sunnier,  and  most  1  knew ;  was  introduced 
to  Mrs.  Pancrofi— ono  ofthc  sweetest  and  prettiest  women  I  ever 
saw — to  "Ward,  Miss  Ward,  Mrs.  Chase,  very  agreeable.  Mr. 
Webster,  Mrs.  Webster,  Miss  "Webster;  in  fact  it  is  impossible  to 
recollect  the  very  many.  All  were  very  agreeable;  would  have  been 
more  so  if  I  hud  been  a  little  mure-  a  free  agent,  hut  T  was  a  lion, 
and  in  good  earnest.  I  talked  with  a  great  many  people;  in  fact 
was  not  one  moment  unoccupied,  for  1  was  taken  away  from  one 
to  the  other,  as  if  there  was  to  be  a  guard  against  any  preference. 
I  liked  almost,  all  the  people  1  saw.  Very  namy  spoke  to  me  of 
the  litadiii'js,  earnestly  and  with  some  persuasive  arguments. 
Grattan  came  to  me  from  a  body  to  ask  me.  It  makes  it  a  subject 
to  think  upon. 

November  22vd.—  TTamlet.  23rd.— Richelieu.  2-Uh.— Macbeth. 
November  26th.— G.  Sumner  dined  with  me,  and  wo  went,  toget  her 
to  ('.'am bridge.  Called  on  Longfellow,  smd  sat.  some  time  with  him 
and  Mrs.  L.  "Went  to  Judge  Siory's  ;  passed  a  most  agreeable 
evening  there;  met  Felton,  .hired  sparks,  Professors  Heck  and 
Williams,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Story,  .Mr.  William  Story  and  his  wife, 
Judge  Toy,  &c.    A  most  lively  and  pleasant  evening. 

Ni,ven,h:r  21!!:.-  Acted  Virginias  in  a  very  superior  manner. 
Went  with  Sumner  and  Fell  on  to  ihe  Oyster  Saloon  Concert  Hall, 
where  Ilillard  joined  us.  Hupped  on  broiled  oysters,  with  some  of 
the  ingenious  and  beautifully  composed     I  should  say  constructed— 
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drinks  that  are  conspicuous  ir.  this  country.  We  had  a  very 
agreeable  evening— at  least  I  had. 

N>iv;'ii:lpr  Wli. — Werner. 

• 2'Mh.     Quito  worn  down  hy  fat  i  pie  and  wont  uf  sleep. 

Not  well;  rose  Into,  and  spoke  to  Eyder  aliout  attending  tho 
rehearsal  forme.  What  should  I  have  done  without  him?  I  eoiild 
not  have  got  through. 

.\~oruub.-r  30.'/-.     liosion  to  New  York. 

Kew  fork,  Da-finUi-iUli.—  '  J ^ridiil.*  TiA. — Werner.  8f/i.— Benedick. 

December  Sift.  —  Dined  with  Griffin  ;  met:  j'rescott,  Half,  J. 
Hamilton,  Barclay,  Pryor,  Dr.  Francis,  Girard,  &c.  An  American 
dinner:  terapin  soup,  l>uss-lish,  bear,  wild  turkey,  canvas-hack 
duck,  roasted  oysters,  &c.     Delicious  wines;  a  very  agreeable  day. 

J)tr.riiibt:r  11th. — A  long  letter  from  Mr.  Marshall,  the  Phila- 
delphia manager,  proposing  to  mi:,  and  evidently  thinking  lie  had 
hit  upon  a  most  brilliant  device,  to  act  at  Philadelphia  in  the 
spring  "on  alt'Ttiak:  lii-hi-i  ■[]„■  same  plays  iviih  Mr.  Forrest." 
Monday,  Handel,  Mr.  Mur/rcudy  ;  Tuesday,  Hamlet,  Mr.  Forrest; 
Wednesday,  Othello,  Mr.  Maerearly ;  Thursday,  Othello,  Mr. 
Forrest.  &e.     I  answered  him,  of  course  declining. 

December  12th.  —  Werner.  lZtlu— Eichelieu.  lith.  —  'Bridal.' 
15th. — Marino  Faliero. 

Bostun,  Drambir  lSlh.— Werner,  20th.-—' Bridal.'  21st.— Hamlet. 
—23rd.—'  Bridal.' 

hiilti-morv,  Dmmh'r  2oiI>.— Macbeth.  2Cth.—  Werner.  21th.— 
Jlii-lurlinu.     28th.— Hamlet.     2  9th.— Richelieu. 

[Note.— (See  p.  529).  ''The  petition  of  William  Charles  Mncready,  of 
Clarence  Terrace,  Regent's  Park,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  an  Actor  of 
Plays, 

-:  ifumVy  sheweth, 

"  That  your  j'elitioncr  tins,  from  curly  youth,  dovo'ial  hi.s  time  to  the  study 
mill  representation  of  thu  plays  ;.■!'  Shakespeare  iiiul  other  1 1 1-.- 1 1 n ;i t i c  poets.  That, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  profession  as  an  actor,  your  I'etiliener  has  had  constant 
opportunities  of  oo.servipe:  the  practical  el!ia:t  an-.l  operation  of  the  patents 
granted  io  the  Theatre.-  ihiya!,  Drury  Lane  ami  C.ivrnt  (.iard.m,  of  toth  which 
theatres  he  has  also  been  at  different  times  the  ;o.le  lessee  :.in[  manager. 

"That  the  rights  and  duties  implied  in  these  pad-tils,  granted  for  the 
exclusive  pertU'm.aiee  ■■!  plays,  were,  1'ur  the  public  lj -_■  ti i- l"I e.  and  the  advance- 
ment of  dramatic  lilfr.av.i-L',  delegated  in  the  lirst  instance  tc  men  selected  mi 
aeco'jnt  of  theiv  pec.uli  ir  qu.:ilificatien  for  the  trust,  their  theatrical  talent  and 
experience,  their  proficiency  and  interest,  in  their  art;  to,  wit,  Sir  William 
Davenant,  the  dramatic  author,  Bnoth,  Wilkes,  fibber,  l>oggctt,  and  other 
actors  of  repute.  That  these  patents  or  t:u-t.s  hare  been  permitted,  contrary 
to  thoiv  import  and  intent,  to  i'ai!  into,  tr  be  transferred  to,  the  charge  of 
poisons  who:1;-  inexperienced  in  theatrical  altars,  generally  unacquainted 
with  dramatic  lilernlure,  and  coafcssL-lly  ignorant  el'  all  appertaining  to  the 
dramatic  art.  That  these  persons  have,  in  conseo, nonce,  used  their  trust  as  a 
mere  piece  of  property,  letting  it  out  to  any  adventurer  who  would  hire  it, 
without  reference  to  the  character  or  capacity  of  the  individual,  or  to  any 
other  consideration  than  the  price  to  he  obtained.     That,  by  these  means,  all 
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kinis  of  degrading  c\ii i inlion=;.  t ■.' n :  1 1 itt  not  to  humanise  and  refine,  but  to 
brutalisc  and  corrupt,  t1::;  public  mind  have  been  isit i-o:Sit--.-e  I  upon  Liu1  patent 
Etnge;  with  which  practices  of  licentiousness  ami  habits  in'  debauchery, 
unknown  at  plucks  of  theatrical  entertainment  in  any  other  civilised  country, 
have  also,  liy  the  -Sana:  sysiuin.  been  connected  us  matters  of  profit  and  gain, 

"  That  Mich  misapplication  of  liiese  nut  cuts  is  an  abuse  of  an  important 
public  trost,  and  a  national  scandal  ;  ani  your  Petitioner  is  prepared  to  prove 
that  the  persons  in  wlunn  these  exclusive  privileges  arc  now  vested  arc,  for 
these  reasons,  unworthy  to  possess  tllcni, — supposing  your  honourabio  House 
should  be  of  opinion  tint  any  stronger  (iroi it'  of  their  un worthiness  and 
incapacity  is  needed  than  the  condition  to  waieh  they  have  reduced  the  two 
patent  theatres.  That  such  condition  has  been  caused  by  their  own  mis- 
conduct, anJ  is  not  attributable  to  the  public  disregard  of  dramatic  enter- 
tainments, is  fully  shown,  us  your  Petitioner  submits,  by  the  history  of  his 
own  connection  with  those  e.-tnblishmeni.s,  in  capacity  of  lessee  and  manager  ; 
for,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -seven,  when,  through 
the  mismanagement  of  tin;  patentees  ami  their  tenants,  the  Movent  Garden 
Theatre  was  sunk  to  the  lowest,  point  of  public  contempt,  your  Petitioner 
undertook  its  direction,  and  in  two  seasons  it  not  only  attained  a  high 
character  for  its  dramatic  representations  and  its  regulations  in  regard  to 
decency  and  good  order,  but  became  a  place  of  great  public  resort.  Jn  like 
manner,  in  one  thousand  eighl  hundred  nnd  forty-one,  your  Petitioner  under- 
took the  management  of  [>rui-y  Lane  Theatre,  when  it.  was  in  a  similar  state 
of  degradation,  and  in  two  years  he  snc::eiidod  in  rendering  that  establishment 
also  a  place  of  general  and  respectable  resort.,  and  an  instrument,  of  public 
instruction,  as  presenting  the  highest  i  lass  of  tin  asrieal  representations.  And 
your  Petitioner  submits  that  the  absurdity  of  (hose  monopolies  is  further 
established  by  reference  to  the  position  of  ilrury  bane  Theatre,  when  he 
became  its  lessee,  at  which  time,  with  a  patent  right,  of  preventing  elsewhere 
toe  performance  of  the  masterpieces  of  Shakespeare  and  other  great  poets,  it 
was  unable  to  present,  tiiem  itself,  having  been  specially  ve-furnished  for,  and 
exclusively  devote.l  to  musical  concerts,  announce:!  iu  a  ibreign  language,  and 
ebielly  performed  by  foveign  musicians. 

"  That,  in  his.  management  of  both  the  patent  theatres,  as  aforesaid,  your 
Petitioner  endeavoured,  at  :i  great  expense  of  time,  labour,  an]  money,  to 
make  the  patents  available  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  originally 
granted,  and  always  to  keep  in  view  the  great  aim  and  object  of  the  drama, 
and  that  lie  always  found   his   efforts  responded   to  by  the  public  in  general ; 

but  that,  being  uua'oie  as  lessee  of  either  theatre  to  meet  ; h  demands  of  the 

patent-holders,  as  the  great,  debts  ami  incumbrances  entailed  upon  them  by 
Ihe  be  fore -de  scribed  mismanagement,  and  abuse  of  a  public  trust  had  made 
necessary,  he  has  been  obliged  to  relinquish  the  management  of  both;  ana" 
thus  your  Petitioner  is  brought  to  Ibis  pass,  (hat.  whereas  those  patent-holders 
arc  not  able,  eitner  by  themselves  or  their  tenant  to  maintain  the  national 
drama  in  their  theatres,  yet  they  are  armed  by  law  with  power  to  prevent 
your  Petitioner  from  exorcising  that,  his  art.  and  calling  in  any  other  theatre, 
and  to  declare  that  unless  ho  live  on  such  terms  as  they  may  prescribe  to  him, 
he  shall  not,  by  his  industry  and  the  use  of  such  abilities  as  he  may  possess, 
live  at  all. 

-  Your  Petitioner:  therefore,  humbly  prays  your  honorable  House  to  take 
his  grievance  into  consideration,  and  provide  such  remedy  as  iu  your  wisdom 
shall  seem  fit. 

"William  C.'ej  a.  i  i  r.  i  m  M  «.t,i.,i::i\"I 
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On  boir'l,  Ch'.irirfioii,  J'.:r,ua)>j  1-7.-  -  IVokc  at  an  early  hour  in 
the  steamboat,  as.  after  a  Cranopiil  nighl,  and  rapid  run,  we  were 
approaching  the  Charleston  light.  Offered  up  my  prayers  to  God 
for  help  and  sustainnieni  Ihrough  the  year  which  this  day  begins, 
and  wishing  to  my  beloved  wile  and  family  a  happy  new  year,  and 
many  renewals  of  it.  Prayed  (or  these  blessings  on  them.  Dressed 
and  went  on  deck.  The  morning  was  most  beautiful,  the  first 
gleams  of  sunligbr  just  beginning  to  break  in  upon  the  grey  as  T 
went  np  on  the  upper  deck ;  L  watched  the  glory  of  the  sunrise,  and 
the  growing  objcels  as  we  neared  I  ho  city,  rejoicing  and  grateful 
for  our  safe  arrival.  Came  on  at  once  to  my  hotel,  where  Mr. 
Forbes  soon  called  ;  T  gave  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  best  to 
defer  my  appearance  one  week. 

January  2ii(l. — One  gond,  T  hope,  if  no  more,  will  result  from  my 
visit  to  America— it  will  assure  me,  certify  me,  of  what  figures, 
lace,  the  appearance  of  others,  nil  things  have  failed  sufficiently  to 
impress  upon  me,  viz.,  that  1  am  far  advanced  in  life — with  Othello, 
"declined  into  the  vale  of  years."  lmust  endeavour  to  keep  this 
before  me  in  my  words  and  actions,  arid  let  them  bear  the  impress 
of  my  own  consciousness :  for  at  present  I  am  too  much  the 
creature  of  habit  in  allowing  myself  to  be  subject  to  a  retiring  and 
deprecatory  style  that  only  properly  becomes  a  young  man.  I  do 
not  feel  old  in  mind,  however  I  may  poreoive'i  diminution  of  my 
bodily  strength,  but  I  must  be  careful  not  to  let  age  overtake  me. 

Called  at  Mr.  "Miller's,  bookseller,  to  look  for  Dr.  Irving,  who 
had  been  anxious  to  see  me.  Tic  met  us  as  we  were  leaving  the 
shop,  and  we  wore  introduced.  His  frank,  heady  greeting  made 
me  feel  friends  with  him  directly;  ho  was  at  Hugby,  ajunior  hoy, 
when  I  was  in  the  sixth  form. 

The  air  was  humid,  bur  so  mill  that  my  spirits  felt  its  influence, 
It  was  to  mean  exhilarating  sight,  which  1.  stopped  to  enjoy,  to 
see  various  kinds  of  roses  in  full  bloom  in  a  garden  with  the 
bulbous  plants,  and  the  hollyhocks,  wild  orange,  &c,  in  healthy 
leaf, with  several  tropical  plants. 

January  3rd.— Took  a  long  walk  down  Meeting  Street,  along  the 
Battery,  to  top  of  .Broad  St  reel,  beyond  the  boundary,  returning 
by  King  Street;  was  delighted  with  the  warm  sunshiny  day,  the 
ii-esh  air,  tlaj  foliage,  of  the  wild  orange,  1he  palmetto,  the  roses  in 
bloom,  the  violets,  the  geraniums.  Sec,  but  was  pained  to  see  the 
coloured  people  go  out  of  the  way  and  show  a  deference  to  us  as 
to  superior  beings.  The  while  houses,  wiih  their  green  verandahs 
and  gardens,  were  light  and  lively  to  me.  and  the  frequent  view  of 
the  river  afforded  often  a  picturesque  termination  to  the  street. 

January  i'/i. — Irving  called  and  sat  some  time.     He  told  me  he 
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had  written  a  notice  of  me  for  Saturday,  which  lie  had  finished 
with  the  incident  of  the  "  child."  I  told  him  "it  was  not  true.™ 
He  was  surprised,  but  said  "never  mind,  it  will  do  for  our  religious 
people,"  and  was  earnest  to  use  it.  I  objected  to  it,  that  as  I 
never  had  practised  humbug.  I  should  not  like  now  to  begin. 
After  sonic  demur  Iits  relinquished  it. 

J-i.r,Miry  Gih.-  -Received  a  nolo,  a  very  kind  one,  from  Dr.  Irving, 
telling  me  ihat  by  nn  inadvertency  the  paragraph  with  the  anec- 
dote of  "the  child"  had  been  kepi  by  the  compositors  in  the 
paper,  and  hogging  me  not  to  notice  it.  Xow  T  cannot  like  this, 
nor  can  I  close  my  lips  upon  a  falsehood  thai,  drives  me  consider- 
ation to  which  I  am  not  entitled.  I  rehearsed  Hamlet,  taking 
pains  with  it. 

Judge  lying  called  for  me,  and  asked  me  to  accompany  him  to 
Ogilby's,  where  we  bolh  were  to  dine.  1  was  much  pleased  to  go 
with  him.  At  Ogilby's  I  met  Pottigrew,  a  lawyer,  very  Clevel- 
and very  humorous. 

January  Utii. — Aeled  Handel,  !'  scarcely  know  how.  I  strove 
and  fought  up  against  what  I  thought  the  immobility  of  the 
audience;  J  would  not  be  beaten  eravonly,  1ml  snob  a  performance 
is  never  satisfactory— at  least  to  the  acior.  When  he  is  contend- 
ing with  the  humour  of  his  audience,  adieu  then  to  all  happy 
moments  ;  to  all  forge  I.  fulness,  of  self,  in  the  rJ-.tu.  of  enthusiasm.  I 
died  game,  for  1  tried  to  sustain  myself  to  the  last.     Called  for. 

Jan-'i.i:ry  f.ii.'i. — Hydcr  called  in.  and  gave  me  some  informal  ion 
respecting  the  audience  of  last,  night,  ami  furl  her  that  Vielix temps 
passed  through  (I  saw  his  fiddle  ■case)  this  morning  on  his  way  to 
New  Orleans. 

January  10f/i.— Macbeth.     11th, — Richelieu. 

J.ini.iary  VliJi. — 11  r.  Irving  called  for  me.  We  went  to  the  gaol 
—it  is  a  very  smidl  building— for  boil]  debtors  and  felons,  who 
are  however  apart.  It  was  very  clean.  I  saw  the  negro  crow  of 
a  ship  locked  up  together  until  the  sailing  of  (he  vessel,  the  law  of 
the  State  not  allowing  litem  lobe  a.t  liberty.  1  saw  some  prisoners 
for  minor  offences  :  one  had  been  whipped  for  petty  larceny  ;  some 
negroes  below  who  were  kept  in  I  he  p remises  of  I  he  gaol  till  they 
could  be  sold!  Good  God!  is  this  right?  They  aro  an  inferior 
class  of  man,  but  still  they  arc  man.  They  showed  me  the  con- 
demned cells  :  ono  in  which  a  murderer  had  spent  his  last  night 
last  summer.  The  world  is  a  riddle  lo  me  ;  Tarn  not  satisfied  with 
this  country  as  it  at  present  is.  I  think  it  will— it  must — work  out 
its  own  purification. 

JaniiiryVith.  -Ogilby  called,  and  confidentially  related  circum- 
stances of  great  atrocity  occurring  in  this  State:  an  overseer, 
against  his  master's  orders,  flogging  a  runaway  negro,  tying  him  up 
all  night,  getting  op  in  flic  .night,  to  repeat  the  tot  hire,  and  repeat- 
ing it  till  the  wretched  creature  died  under  the  lash.  Tho  felon  was 
acquitted.  A  person  supposed  by  another  to  trench  upon  ground 
which  he  claimed,  was,  in  tho  midst  of  his  own  labourers,  shuJ 
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dead  by  the  villain  in  open  day ;  the  felon  was  acquitted  I    These 

are  heart-sickening  narratives. 

Judge  King  called  for  me  and  look  tup  to  Chancellor  Dunhin's, 
where  the  judges  of  the  State  mot,  to  dine,  i  was  introduced  to 
all.  Chivcrs  1  knew,  Chancellor  Harper,  Judge  Butkr  ;  Johnson 
I  liked  best  —  about  eighteen  or  twenty  dined  ;  here  was  no  want 
of  character  or  manner,  nor  of  any  nmli'nl  gravity  or  grace 
befitting  a  meeting  of  republican  judges. 

I  could  not  help  feeling  tliut  These  judges  of  a  country  asserting 
ilsclf  free  were  waited  on  by  slaves! 

.January  V:>ih. — Another  day  of  rain,  rain,  rain.  "The  heavens 
do  frown  upon  m.e  for  tome  ill ;'"  but  I  do  not  i'eel  as  if  through  my 
life  they  would  ever  smile  again.  The  glimpse  of  bright  hope  and 
comfort  which  1  received  in  the  cinimieiieenieut  of  my  career  in 
this  country  is  now  overgloomcd,  and  T  have  little  prospect 
onward  but  of  hard  labeur  and  indiduvnt  payment.  I  am  not 
young  enough  to  live  on  hope,  for  the  period  over  which  my  hope 
lias  to  extend  is  very  short.  I  try  to  cheer  and  fortify  myself,  but 
I  fear  it  is  a  lost  game.  At  all  events  I  begin  often  to  feel  very, 
very  weary  of  it.  I  have  no  pleasure  here  but  in  thinking  I  am 
mnking means  for  my  fiimily.  and  when  that  is  scanted  I  am  "poor 
indeed."     Looked  at.  the  paper.     Uidiearsod  Ciaude  Mebio'.to. 

Acted  Claude  Melnotte  in  a  fractional  sort  of  manner.  Cut  up 
repeatedly  by  the  bad  lasf.e,  Ac,  of  the  actors. 

January  Villi.—  Continued  the  reading  of  '  My  Neighbours,'  was 
deeply  att'eeted  by  much  of  it,  and  greatly  interested  with  all. 
Thought  of  home  and  di  aresl.  Catherine;  kissed  her  dear  picture 
and  blessed  her  and  all.  The  book  did  me  good,  if  only  in  the 
desire  to  do  right,  and  ihe  resolution  to  try  to  do  it.  I  was  much 
impressed  by  many  psiiiii'iil  truths,  but  valuable  as  all  truth  must 
be,  I  felt  bow  ju.sily  merited  by  myself  was  the  scourge  contained 
in  tins  passage:  " l!ad  liumonr,  the  demoii  with  which  little 
souls  often  tyrannise  over  those  about  them."  I  suffer— Oh,  what 
anguish  and  what  shame !—  from  this  vice  of  temper.  I  had  once 
made  progress  in  improving,  but  cure  and  too  much  commerce 
with  the  world  lias  canted  me  to  relapse  to  moroseness  and 
Impatience.  May  God  forgive  me  ! 
Jan-uury  Iflli. — Werner. 

liWi.    -hyder  eanie  to  speak  on  business.     Ban  through 

the  rehearsal  of  'Hamlet.'  The  day  was  really  beautiful,  the  air 
quite  delightful,  delicious,  at  once  inspiriting  mid  mild.  Iloth  the 
windows  of  my  sitting-i-ofon  were,  wide  open;  I  do  not  know  when 
I  have  felt  more  pleasure  from  the  inllueiieeol'  atmosphere.  Called 
on  Irving  and  walked  witlihbn  to  slave- market.,  where  no  business 
was  doing. 

Could  not  please  myself  in  i  he  performance  of  Hamlet  with  all 
the  pains  I  could  take,  Ityder,  as  the  Uhost,  got  upon  the  trap, 
and  could  just  get  out  the  words  '■  pale  his  inolii  ctualfire."  When 
ho  had  finished,  the,  trap  ran  down  and  be  disappeared,  to  his  own 
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consternation  as  ranch  as  mine.  Was  called  for  and  got  very  well 
through  an  address  of  about  I u! C-a-i.lown  lines.  If  1  do  not  keep 
watch  upon  mysel  f  I  shall  lose  ray  art  and  power.  Irving,  rringle, 
and  Ogilby  camo  into  my  room,  and  seemed  very  sorry  to  part 
with  mc !  Then;  is  qui le  an  excitement  about  tlio  theatre ;  Ihe  house 
to-night  overflowed. 

Jtiuaa/njIOih. —  Degan  tin-  day  with  packing  my  private  wardrobe. 
Went  on  board  the  small  boat  that  was  crow-dud  with  the  players 
and  their  luggage,  even  to  the  gong  and,  "I  think,  the  his  drum,  I 
was  interested  by  the  view  of  the  bay  and  the  vessel  alongside  of 
US  with  the  negro  women  grinding  off  the  rice  busks,  and  loading 
the  hold,  by  means  of  hand-mills.  The  morning  was  thick,  as  if 
from  heat,  but  the  water  was  smooth  as  glass,  and  the  paspago  out 
of  the  harbour  was  lull  of  interest:  to  me,  Previous  to  going  on 
board  had  received  a  present  of  six  bottles  of  Madeira  for  iny 
voyage  from  Mr.  Pringle. 

Was  amused  on  my  way  to  the  vessel  by  the  observation  of  a  fort 
of  condurt'-ii-r,  that  1  had  a  "  very  clever  house  last  night."  Ryder 
told  me  that  the  excitement-  after  the  play  was  something  quire 
extraordinary,  the  southern  blood  seemed  to  have  been  excited  to 
lever  pitch  ;  it  has  been  an  unusual  enthusiasm. 

One  passenger,  a  planter,  talked  to  me  of  his  views,  his  desire 
to  mix  in  political  life,  bis  treatment  of  his  negroes,  and  his  account 
of  his  resenting  the  contumacy  of  one  and  afterwards  whipping 
him.  giving  him  .liX*  lashes.  I  I  bought,  to  myself,  I  would  not  have 
held  property  on  such  a  tenure.  I  expressed  to  him,  not  offensively 
my  objection  to  the  system.  He  explained  to  me  the  partial,  and, 
of  course  unjust,  operation  of  the  taritf  as  affecting  the  interests  of 
North  and  South,  end  the  ease  of  the  .Southern  States  is  hard.  It 
grew  dark  after  we  passed  (be  lighthouses,  and  the  merchant  ships 
lying  at  anchor  before  the  river's  mouth.  There  were  burning 
woods  in  dill'erent  parts  along  the  banks,  and  we  went,  on  our  dark 
way  between  narrow  banks  till  we  reached  the  window  lighls  of 
Savannah. 

Costas  met  me  on  the  In. at :  he  aceompanieil  mo  to  the  Pulaski 
House,  the  landlord,  Captain  Wilthergcr  (I  had  a  true  instinct  at 
the  name),  was  standing  at  the  door,  i  was  introduced,  of  course 
shook  hands,  and  a  stiff-necked  old  piece  of  fat,  importance  I  found 
him  ;  he  could  not  give  me  my  meals  in  my  room,  then  I  could 
not  stay,  then  he  led  to  several  rooms,  all  indifferent,  and  I  finally 
took  a  double-bedded  room. 

Sutitiiriioli,  Jtii'ifirii  'Mii'l. — Nested,  Acted  Hamlet  pretty  well  ; 
these  are  not,  theatres  for  Shakespeare's  plays  1  Walked  home  in 
darkness,  not  visible;  quite  a  journey  of  difficulty  through  deep 
sand,  and  threading  a  way  through  posts,  Ac.  Costas  came  and 
spoke  to  me, 

January  'I'&rd. — Macbeth. 

24(/i. — My  spirits   were  very  much  depressed.     I  was 

not  quite  well,  and  suffering  from  the  exertion  and  the  teni- 
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pevature  of  lust  night.  Spoke  with  Mr.  Ryder.  The  treasurer 
called  and  paid  me.  The  day  was  wretched  ;  a  deluge  was  de- 
scending the  entire  morning:  ih-itt-issimvs  imberl  T  could  not  go 
out;  looked  at  the  papers,  and  began  a  letter,  which  occupied  mc 
all  day,  to  my  dear  Lydia  Eucknill. 

1  test cd  a  short  time.      Acted  Cardinal  IMehelicu  very  fairly. 

January  "ui.h. — Packed  up  as  far  as  1  could  for  my  journey  to 
New  Orleans.  Walked  down  below  the  IjlulV,  and  saw  ihe  places 
of  business,  Ac.  ;  admired  the  novel  appearance  of  Ihe  street,  upon 
ihe  face  of  the  bluff,  planted  as  it.  is  with  trees  and  looking  over 
an  extent  of  low  land,  river,  and  pea.  Was  accosted  by  a  rough 
person,  who  gave  Iris  name  Nichols,  whom  I  heard  say — to  the 
observation  that  '■Crowds  were  hurrying  down  below" — "They 
need  not  be  in  such  a  hurry  ;  the  duel  is  not  lo  be  till  twelve." 
I  turned  round  and  looked  with  amazement  in  his  face.  "How 
do  you  do,  sir?"  he  answered  to  mv  surprised  and  shocked  gaze. 
"  Did  you  say  a  duel  was  to  be  fought?"  "  Oh,  yes:  just  over  the 
water,  hut  not  before  twelve."  "And  can  such  ».  thing  bo,  publicly 
known,  and  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  legal  authorities  to 
interfere?"  "  Oh  Lord,  no,  they  dnrsn't ;  they've  too  many  friends 
about  them  for  any  number  of  officer's  that  could  be  got  together 
1o  have  any  chance  with  them."  "And  are  the  crowds  going 
down  to  see  them  fight?"  "No;  they  go  to  wail  for  the  news- 
it's  across  the  river  they  fight."  "Do  they  light  with  pistols?" 
"I  don't  know;  either  pistols  or  rifles -but  they  generally  fight 
with  rifles  in  this  part  of  the  country."  "  Urn  l"  "  They  arc  two 
gentlemen  of  the  bar  here.  It  was  a  quarrel  in  court :  one  said, 
'  the  lie  was  stumped  in  the  o1  lier's  face,'  so  there  was  a  challenge. 
I  suppose  you  don't  do  such  a  thing  as  lake  a  glass  of  wine  in  the 
morning?"  "Oh,  no,  never."  "  Ah,  well,  it's  our  way;  just  come 
in  and  seethe  reading-room;  it's  the  best  room  in  all  the  South; 
come,  it's  just  here."  "T  complied  with  the  importunity  of  my  new 
acquaintance,  who  informed  me  all  about  liimse'.f;  but  my  stomach 
felt  sick  with  horror  at  the  cold-blooded  preparation  for  murder 
with  which  he  acquainted  me. 

Macii,  January  Vtilli.  ■-<  'ii  going  into  the  hall  of  the  hotel  about 
five  o'clock  met  a  ISostonlau  waiting  for  the  omnibus;  we  all  went 
to  the  depot,  where,  in  the  open  air,  we  had  to  pay  in  at  a  window, 
on  a  very  dark  cold  morning,  our  fares— my  amount,  $H9.  I  got 
on  the  ear,  but  stepped  on  entering  to  look  at  a  crowd  of  human 
beings,  mostly  wrapped  in  blankets,  standing  together  near.  A 
fellow  on  the  opposite  box,  for  it.  was  of  a  very  inferior  grade  even 
to  the  wretched  ears  provided  for  white  travellers,  called  out. 
"Let  the  boys  and  women  conic  first."  They  went  one  by  one— 
a  long  and  miserable  train— the  men  entering  last  These  were 
slaves  who  hail  been  bought  on  speculation,  and  were  being 
conveyed  up  the  coast  to  ho  put  up  for  sale  in  about  a  fortnight. 
I  looked  in  occasionally  to  their  box,  and  there  they  were  in 
double  rows ;  food  was  served  out  to  them,  and  I  saw  a  woman 
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cut  off  a  portion  of  the  moat  given  to  bc-i-.  and  with  an  expression 
of  the  strongest  disgust,  throw  ir  away.  IHr.  liyder  asked,  it  seems, 
one  of  the  men  where  lie  was  going,  his  answer  was,  "Oh,  God 
knows,  sir!"  I  cannot  reconcile  this  outrage  on  every  Jaw  of 
right;  it  is  damnable.  Our  road  lay  through  one  vast  stretch  of 
pine-barren,  occasionally  ek.orings,  greater  or  less,  swamps,  large 
pools  of  water  sir..'  telling  to  great  ex  tout  through  the  woods, 
beautiful  foliage  olten  intermingling  with  the  stems  of  the  tall 
pines,  that  presented  every  slate  of  the  tree,  from  early  growth 
to  decay  and  rottenness  ■■many  half  burned,  many  taken  by  their 
tops  by  whirlwind,  many  felled,  uprooted,  others  propped  or 
falling,  reminding  one  of  a  scene  of  carnage  after  a  battle.  I 
Blept  some  part  of  the  way,  but  occupied  myself  chiefly  with 
reading  Brougham's  remarks  on  the  Trench  Revolution,  &c.  We 
did  nut  reach  Macon  till  ni  =  ni-ly  ten  o'clock,  where  wo  found  a  large 
inn,  with  a  very  respeetuble  and  civil  landlord.  But  it  is  curious 
■  what  important  persons  those  landlords  generally  are  :  they  receive 
you  much  more  like  hosts  that  are  going  to  give  you  shelter  and 
entertainment  than  as  innkeepers  who  are  served  and  obliged  by  the 
preference  of  your  custom.  But  this  man  was  an  exception,  f 
got  a  bedroom  with  a  com  fur  table  bed,  a  chair,  table,  glass,  and 
what  made  amends  for  many  deficiencies,  a  capital  wood  fire. 
After  a  sorry  supper  J  was  very  glad  to  get  early  to  bod. 

An  Irishman  named was  very  anxious  that  i  should  go  to 

the  bar  (so  ho  told  Mr.  Cyder)  as  there  were  many  gentlemen 
there  anxious  to  know  tne.  it.  told  him  I  was  tired  and,  he 
thought,  gone  to  bed,  on  which  the  Irishman  took  Bydcr  and 
iiirrodin-od  him. 

January  211':.— Hose  early.    Thompson  brought  me  a  letter  from 

a  Mr. to  the  stage-coach  agent  at  <; tiffin,  which  I  felt  as  ft 

great  civility:  it  requested  attention  Irani  Mr.  Jones,  "for  Mr. 
Macready  and  suite.''  which  amused  me  not  a  little.  This  was  a 
day  of  western  travel.  We  were  at  least  an  hour  behind  our  time 
of  starting,  and  the  passengers  actually  crowded  the  carriage  ;  the 
dirty  and  ragged  neighbourhood  that,  one  is  forced  to  endure  is  very 
distasteful,  to  say  the- least,  ft  is  not  to  he  asserted  that  civilisation 
has  reached  these  remote  parts.'  it  is  forcing  its  way,  it  is  clearing. 
Rut  "tie  gentlemen," — the  ragi.'.edest  ruflian  with  a  white  skin 
receiving  that  appellation— need  its  enforcement  very  much.  The 
town  of  Macon  is  a  strag/ling,  growing  place,  with  some  very  good 
houses  and  an  imposing  huiiding— ilisit  oi  the  Bank.  The  country, 
too,  which  is  now  hill  and  dale,  is  greatly  improved,  widely  culti- 
vated, growing  cotton  and  com.  and  often  presenting  very  agree- 
able landscapes.  The  effect  of  the  frost,  for  we  have  had  much  ice 
yesterday  and  to-day,  on  the  porous  sands  and  sandstone  was 
often"  very  beautiful  in  its  glassy,  iealbery  appearance.  Our 
journey  was  most  disastrous :  i;p  to  one  o'clock  "  e  bad  progressed 
at  therato  of  four  miles  an  hour;  at  one  of  our  stoppages  all  hands 
turned  out  and  pushed  our  car  and  engine.    Our  dinner,  witli  coffee 
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served  by  the  lady  of  the  house  at  the  head  of  the  table,  was  much 
the  same  as  yesterday,  IUi\  liyder  observing  to  mo,  "  If  Mrs 
Macready  could  see  you,  sir."  After  rlimior  the  stoppages  became 
so  frequent,  and  I  so  chilled,  that.  I.  asked  io  walk,  and  walked 
with  Ryder  and  another  about  three  miles.  They  stopped,  as 
there  was  no  supply,  to  chop  the  wood  by  the  roadside  to  keep  the 
fire  of  the  engine  alight!  The  man  at  last  said  that  the  engine 
would  not  make  steam,  and  1  was  in  despair  of  reaching  Griffin  to- 
night. At  last,  however,  the  many  chopping  brought  us  to  a 
elation  where  we  got  wood  and  water,  and  proceeded  tolerably 
well,  reaching  Gi'illin  about  half-past  eight,  instead  of  eleven  this 
morning.  My  amusement  through  the  day  has  been  Brougham's 
hook.  Arrived  at  Griffin,  I  asked  for  a  bedroom,  and  I  am  now  in 
it,  with  a  wood  lire  bolero  me  that  just  'reaches  one  strip  of  me, 
whilst  all  the  rest  of  my  body  is  sore  with  cold.  The  room,  as  the 
house  is,  is  of  new  wood,  the  eliitnney  brick,  not  even  plastered,  no 
carpet,  no  lock  to  the  doors,  one  nailed  up  for  the  occasion,  tlio 
other  buttoned.  One  table,  one  chair,  the  wind  blowing  in  all 
directions  into  the  place.  3Iy  supper,  temperance  supper,  I  could 
not  eat ;  I  could  not  out  the  meat,  and  ate  throe  eggs.  Jn  short, 
it  is  as  uncomfortable  as  it  well  can  be  ;  but  I  must  be  thankful  that 
I  am  not  out  all  night,  and  so,  blessing  God  for  His  mercies,  and 
Invoking  iiis  blessing  on  my  beloved  wife  and  rhiblren,  I  go  to  my 
uncomfortable-looking  bed. 

Gi-ijfiii,  il'i-iui'ii-ii  'Zah'i.  -  Kindled  inyil.ro,  and.  made  as  comfortable 
a  toilet  as  I  could  in  this  shivering  room.  Its  walls  are  single 
hoards,  and  through  the  chinks  of  their  joinings  and  occasional 
splinters  the  keen  frosty  air  whistles  in  :  the  skirling  is  completed, 
except  that  at  the  doors  (there  are  three)  are  unfilled  apertures, 
which  give  me  views  ittto  two  rooms  below.  The  door  is  fastened 
by  a  button  inside,  and  another  opening  lo  a  bedroom  for  four  or 
eight  people,  as  it  tuny  happen,  lias  been  nailed  up  on  my  account, 
being  but tonless.  The  nnplastered  brick  chimney  holds  a  good 
wood  fire,  that  carries  heat  to  one  side  of  me,  the  oilier  freezing 
with  cold,  and  my  wril  ing-hand  is  nearly  disabled  wil.li  sensations 
Of  numbness.  There  have  been  knots  in  the  deal  walls,  whose 
vacancies  now  admit  the  draught.  Every  word  of  all  my  neighbours 
is  distinctly  heard,  and  there  is  a  large  family  in  the  room  below : 
one  chair,  one  little  table,  a  broken  jug  ami  snedl  basin— no  look- 
ing-glass— an  old  broken  sash-window,  a  trunk  of  the  resident 
lodger  and  a  few  of  Ids  books  and  instruments — ho  is  a  civil 
engineer  —  are  scattered  about  tills  domestic  desolation.  The 
room,  not  being  oodiuged,  is  opened  at  the  top  between  the  beams. 
I  look  out  on  a  rough  sort  of  ibid,  scattered  over  which  one  might 
count,  perhaps,  sixty  or  seventy  houses  ;  slumps,  of  course,  every- 
where except  on  the  railway  that,  terminates  opposite.  At  a  little 
distance  I  read  on  a  small  one-sl.ory  house,  "Broadway  Exchange." 
Bags  of  cotton  lie  profusely  scattered  about  the  railway.  A 
picture  of  one  among  many  oi"  these  mentis,  populous  towns  pushed 
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by  (hose  pushing  people  into  existence  and  name.     Around  is  the 

everlasting  wood.  Home  signs  are  en  cloth  instead  of  board. 
Trees  and  stumps  alternating  through  the  city,  and  cotton,  cotton 
everywhere. 

Jtiiiwiry  'lath, — After  my  attempt  to  make  a-  breakfast  I  sought 
out  the  persons  who  wen;  to  expedite  us  :  wo  wcro  thrown  on  a 
chance  for  places,  but  one  great  difficulty  was  the  luggage,  which, 
after  much  talking  with  several  persons,  1  at.  last  get  an  agree- 
ment for,  to  be  conveyed  by  two-hor.se  wagons  to  Cheliaw  in  four 
days,  for  the  sum  of  S-o1"!,  an  extortion.  That  arranged,  a  person 
whom  I  did  not  know  took  hold  of  my  arm,  and  in  a  very  familiar 

way  told  me,  Ex-Governor was  in  tho  place,  and  would  be 

happy  to  seo  me,  il"l  would  call.  1  was  taken  by  this  youth  to  tho 
opposition  Hotel,  and  there  in  a  little  better,  but  very  similar 
lodging,  f  was  presented  to  his  F.fi^hnr.ij  and  lady,  rather  a  smart 
woman.  ITe  hail  two  visitors  with  him,  of  the  lowest,  poorest,  and 
most  unpolished  of  the  American  small  farmers  or  yeomen.  I 
thought  he  seemed   to  wish  his  constituent  visitors  far   enough. 

I  sat  a  reasonable  time,  listening  to  Mrs. expatiating  on  the 

comforts  of  slavery,  and  with  many  courteous  expressions  from 
the  Ex-Governor,  left,  (hem  to  find  ihe  stage  coach  at  the  door  and 
all  in  hurry  for  my  departure.  Paid  bills,  gave  luggage  in  charge 
to  Thompson,  and  deposited  myself  in  the  stage.  I  think  the 
roads  here  aro  unmatched.  The  country  was  wood,  beautiful 
in  its  various  fields  of  cotton  and  corn,  stalks  continually  appear- 
ing in  the  newly  cleared  woods  as  we  jolted,  crawled,  pitched, 
tossed,  and  tumbled  along  the  horrible  road.  We  were  con- 
stantly under  the  necessity  of  walking,  which  I  enjoyed  for  the 
exercise  and  scenery.  Eielding's  pleasant  '  Joseph  Andrews '  was 
my  inside  companion,  and  the  trees,  the  streams,  the  sky,  the  log- 
huts,  and  the  ruminations  on  their  free  tenants  with  their  slaves, 
sullieiently  engaged  me  in  my  rambling. 

il reenvitle,  J-iinr.iry  'I'd!.:,.. — Dressed  wllh  difficulty  from  the 
extreme  cold,  which  prevented  me  from  sleeping,  whilst  the 
injunctions  of  the  landlord  not  to  disturb  bis  ladies  in  the  next 
room  prevented  me  from  rising  long  before.  We  continued  our 
tossing,  tumbling  journey,  through  wood  and  clearings  alter- 
nately, through  streams  and  bogs,  that  made  one  wonder,  not 
without  something  akin  to  despondenr.y,  how  we  were  to  reach 
our  journey's  end.  Mr,  "Kyder  was  impatient,  of  every  jolt  of  the 
carriage,  whilst  I  lay  in  my  corner  like  a  bag  of  cotton,  and 
letting  it:  toss  me  as  it  would,  escaped  much  soreness  and  fatigue. 

We  reached") .a  Grange  in  tolerable  time.  In  this  great  infant 
country  it  is  called  a  county  town,  but  would  be  a  goodly-sized 
and  pretty  village  in  England.  There  were  many  houses  built 
with  their  columns  and  porticos,  looking  very  neat  and  com- 
fortable and  pretty  with  their  trim  gardens,  in  which  flowers  were 
blooming  and  the  green  leaf  always  visible,  commanding  views  of 
a  very  picturesque  country.    It  was  on  thin  route  from  hence 
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to  "West  Point  Unit  the  driver,  to  avoid  a  piece  of  heavy  bad  road, 
drove  into  ii  field  through  the  broken  fence,  ami  passing  through 
it,  came  out  by  some  menus  at  the  other  end.  This  is  nothing  in 
this  primeval  part.  The  peach-ocehards  here,  are  very  large  and 
thriving;  they  have  peach,  quin.ee.  plum,  grape,  &-c  At  West 
Point,  where  we  tried  to  dine,  and  beyond  which  we  passed  into 
Alabama,  wo  got  some  hard  eggs  and  ham  for  dinner.  "We  see 
In  fin,  du  commiii'-emtiit :  this  infant,  sett  lenient,  wasting  through 
disease,  crime,  and  squalor  into  rapid  decay:  more  than  balf  the 
stores  are  closed,  and  die  place  itself  looks  like  infant  life  dying  of 
age's  decrepitude.  The  beautiful  river  Chattahoochee— beautiful 
in  American  eyes  for  its  water-power— divides  it,  and  &  covered 
bridge  communicates  between  the  banks.  It  appears  that  it  was 
in  a  thriving  state  when  the  Indians  came  here  to  receive  their 
presents, .and  the  inhabitants  curie  lied  themselves  by  selling  liquors 
to  these  unhappy  creatures;  its  present  appearance  is  ft  just 
retribution  ;  it,  will  soon  sink  to  .a  lew  rolling  sheds. 

Vii**eia,Janivu~!)  IkVi'o— "[  am  forcibly  struck  with  the  effect  that 
kindness  of  manner  and  encouragement  has  upon  these  poor 
negroes;  it  charms  a  way  their  sullenness  at  once.  Our  old  land- 
lady quite  answered  Waller  Scott's  description  of  a"  kind  old  body." 
She  was  a  pleasant  old  housewifely  lady,  with  her  preserved 
water-melons,  peaches,  &c,  and  her  genuine  hospitable  spirit. 

Our  road  to-day  wa.s  worse  than  ever:  through  swamps,  through 
wide  streams;  tracking  our  way  through  wnods  by  the  Musing  of 
the  trees,  through  actual  rivers,  and  all  this  after  an  overturn, 
which  detained  us  in  the  middle  of  t  lie  road  under  a  heavy  rain  for 
above  an  hour.  When  thrown  over,  all  were  in  confusion  and 
alarm,  struggling  to  get  out.  I  called  to  them  to  be  still,  and 
quietly  take  their  turns,  Jt  was  certainly  a  very  bad  journey,  by 
cotton,  corn, fields,  eaneheakes.  weeds  of  oak,  chestnut,  hickory, 
beech,  and  pine.  "We  passed  by  one  bridge  over  a  stream  of  sur- 
passing beauty,  divided  and  narrowed  into  a  deep  downward  gush 
by  a  mass  of  granite;  it  continued  its  course  between  banks  ae 
charmingly  diversified  by  reek  and  foliage  as  a  painter's  imagina- 
tion could  suggest.  The  ruined  or  deserted  railway  still  ac- 
companied our  course.  '  Joseph  Andrews  '  was  my  companion  till 
dark.  Scarcely  hoping  to  finish  our  journey,  for  our  own  manage- 
ment of  our  weight  by  bulks!  big  the  couch  preserved  us  repeatedly 
from  an  overturn,  we  at  length  reached  Chehaw.  A  man  with  a 
wretched  slave,  whom  he  sent,  upon  the  top  of  the  coach,  had  been 
our  companion  from  lia  Grange.  This  poor  negro  told  Mr.  Ryder 
that  he  had  lived  with  bis  master's  father,  and  that  now  he,  tho 
master,  bad  sold  his  wife  and  children  in  Georgia,  and  was  taking 
him  on  to  sell  him  in  Montgomery,  the  poor  wretch  crying  like  a 
child  as  he  told  his  story. 

(Jhejiau;  ,Tn:i'mry  i!1  s.'. — Hose  king  bo  fore  daylight  to  pursue  our 
journey  by  railway  to  Montgomery.  Saw  our  landlord's  wife,  a 
girl  of  lourteen,  who  had  run  away  with  him.     Left   Cbehaw  at 
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five;  swamp,  cane-brake,  wood,  our  road  lay  along  and  through 
the  high  bluff  that  overlooks  tlio  Tallnpoosii.  river,  which  made 
Bomo  fino  landscapes.  Wo  had  a  seven-foot  colonel  in  a  blanket 
coat,  a  major  in  a  ragged  one,  ami  a  judge  in  one  of  frieze.  In 
cutting  wood  I'di-  the  engine,  some  one  said,  "  Come,  Judge,  toko  a 
spell  of  chopping."  which  lie  very  readily  ilid.  The  ra.gged  crew  that 
filled  this  car,  spitting  in  every  part  of  it,  obliged  mo  to  change  my 
seat.  I  was  very  much  disgusted;  T  wish  the  people  would  be 
more  cleanly,  seif-respeeting,  and  decent  ia  their  general  habits, 
l(cu.ching  31  out  joinery,  which  wo  did  from  tlio  railway  by  a  road 
through  wood  and  swamp  enough  to  engulf  a  caravan,  or  frighten 
one,  we  saw  some  persons  just  starting  for  Mobile  ;  they  had  met 
and  travelled  with  us  before;  they  advised  our  proceeding,  and 
we,  taking  their  counsel,  went  on  to  the  boat.,  the  Charlotte,  in 
which  wo  took  our  bml.hs,  and  stemmed  uw.iy  down  the  .Alabama 
that,  like  a  "proud  river,  over  pee- rod  its  banks,"  inwards  Mobile. 
I  received  much  civility  from  the  ger.tlemcn  who  went  on  board 
with  me,  they  using  their  best  choris  to  procure  me  a  good  berth. 
I  took  a  state-room  to  myself,  and  did  not-  regret  it.  Our  passage 
down  the  stream,  whoso  windings  evrended'  iho  distance  to  408 
miles,  the  stage-coach  road  being  ISO,  continually  excited  my 
attention.  Here  was  enough  to  satisfy  the  traveller,  whose  thirst 
for  change  is  to  find  something  new,  that,  ho  had  left  nothing 
behind  in  Europe  resembling  this.  Its  banks  were  ever  changing 
their  forms;  now  hold  bluffs,  with  trees  rising  perpendicularly 
from  their  very  edges  ;  then  lung  Iracts  of  wood  running  in  levels 
beyond  the  eye's  ken  or  the  thought's  conjecture;  then  vast 
expanses  of  water,  from  which  were  seen  ri.-ing  up  tali  blighted 
trees,  log-huts,  fodder- stacks,  piles,  and  lines  of  cottages.  Fre- 
quently we  saw  whole  fields  of  cotton  submerged  by  the  Hood,  and 
whole  clearings  showing  only  their  mills  and  gins  and  fences,  &a., 
above  the  wide  surface  of  the  waters.  The  trees,  some  of  them 
covered,  and  seemingly  pressed  down  by  iiic  heavy-looking  mournful 
draperies  of  moss.  Unit  lent  a  character,  I  might  say  an  expression, 
to  the  tree  that  strikes  the  observer;  the  white  and  leafless 
sycamores  often  stood  out  in  advmico  of  the  sad  and  gloomy 
forest  like  ghosts  of  what  they  had  been,  stretching  their  ominous 
arms  or  long  white  fingery  hoitdis  above  the  wide  ruin.  The 
grape-vine  was  banging  its  thready  mid  twining  branches  like 
strong  network  about  some  of  the  falling  trees,  like  voluptuous- 
ness and  luxury  pulling  down  strength.  Long  tracts  of  cane-brake 
below,  houses  on  the  heights,  creeks,  inlets,  and  widely  devastating 
wastes  of  the  waters  were  in  frequent,  succession  through  our 
whole  course.  Bulwer's  novel  of  tin:  'Last  of  the  Karons 'divided, 
and  only  divided,  nival  i  em  ion  with  this  wild  and  grand  and  beauti- 
ful scenery  of  the  Alabama.  Amid  thoughts  of  where  I  am,  how 
far  from  homo,  and  what:  they  arc  thinking  of,  there  came  the  news 
from  England  to  crowd  and  to  confuse  my  mind— Lord  Lynedoch 
and  Catalani  dead.    Alas  I 
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Ahibo.m-i  ftuvr,  Fthrvnry  Iff.— My  employment  to-day  was  to 
read  Bulwer's  novel,  ami  lo  Caleb  glbnpses  and  views  of  the  river 
and  its  banks.  The  live  oak  and  the  magnolia  are  among  the 
richest  of  Hie  evergreens  that  give  rich  uml  deep  colours  to  the 
woods,  and  the  palmetto,  in  its  Imv  shrubby  state  is  still  graceful 
in  its  form  and  eool  and  pleasant,  in  its  colour.  At  a  very  beautiful 
indenting  of  the  high  bank,  well-wooded  to  the  top,  our  crew  and 
company  got  upon  some  bales  of  cotton  and  paddled  them  with 
sticks  down  the  little  iidet  to  I1i<;  boat.  One  of  course  rolled  over, 
to  the  hearty  enjoyment  of  all  who  witnessed  him.  At  another 
landing  a  person  of  ordinary  appearance,  more  inclining  to  the 
vulgar  in  manner  than  oven  t!ie  respectable,  eamo  with  his  family 
and  slaves  on  board.  His  manner  of  speaking  to  them  made  me 
long  to  give  him  a  tip  with  my  foot  and  send  the  ignorant* tyrant 
and  oppressor  overboard. 

Wont  late  to  bed  ;  lay  down  as  the  engine  stopped  ;  -was  told  on 
ray  inquiry,  about  one  o'clock,  that  we  had  arrived.  At  the  dinner, 
the  very  raflish  or  ragged  appearance  of  many,  and  the  table 
equipage,  made  me  long  to  have  one  of  our  e.eiiauites  placed 
hungrily  amongst  them.  But  as  Charles  XII.  replied  to  the 
soldier,  touching  Ids  bad  bn  ad,  "it  is  not  very  good,  hut  it  is 
eatable."  The-  tin  bowl  to  wash  in  in  toy  state-room  was  a 
peculiar  privilege,  and  very  joalonsly  permiiiod  for  a  very  short 
time;  of  course  a  common  comb  am!  liair-brnsii  In  the  saloon, 
which  all  used.  One  person  was  distressed  on  missing  it,  and 
asked  if  there  was  nor  a  hah'-brusji,  adding,  "  Can't  you  come 
across  that  brush?"  All  this,  and  with  all,  and  above  all,  the 
beastly  spitting,  is  very  annoying,  and  disturbs  very  much  one's 
taste  and  one's  stomach.  They  are  men  hero,  and  feel  as  men; 
to  polish  the  exterior  would  not  nib  away  any  of  their  better 
qualities,  and  would  make  them  much  move  pleasant  to  conic  in 
contact  with. 

Mobile,  Fdmiary  2nt?.— liose  very  early,  and  went  on  board  the 
New  Orleans  boat,  Jamns  /,.  Din/,  to  secure  j:iy  berth.  Packed  up, 
and  walked  away  after  breakfast  to  change  my  day's  abode.  Went 
on  to  the  Exchange  ;  a  sale  of  men  and  women.  Jt  Is  not  to  be 
talked  or  thought  of:  I  have  blamed  Ibe  Abolitionists,  and  do 
blame  them,  for  the  effects  their  indiscreet  zeal  produces,  hut  I 
should  neither  wonder  nor  bhime  if  I  saw  these  black  and  dusky 
men  strike  their  knives  into  the  brutal  bosoms  of  those  who  assert 
the  right  of  might  over  them.  A  Mr.  Cole,  an  acquaintance  of 
Ryder's,  told  him  they  '-had  710  feeling;  they  did  not  mind  being 
parted  from  wife  and  children;  they  forgot  it  in  a  week.  You  seo 
a  cat  when  one  drowns  her  kittens-,  she  soon  forgets  it — it's  just 
the  same  with  the  coloured  people."  is  it  oh,  God  ! — the  samer 
But  time  will  tell.  Cue  man,  about  forty,  a.  blacksmith,  had  his 
merits  expatiated  on  in  the  true  George  Robins  style:  "This 
hale  man  going  for  ^JoO— it's  throwing  him  away.  No  more  bid  ? 
It's  a  sacrifice!     Going,    going,"   &c      Another  mulatto,   a  field 
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servant — the  same  langui'ge,  (he  same  odious  blasphemy  against 
nature  and  the  God  of  nature. 

Read  in  steamboat  extracts  from  .Teremy  Taylor,  Bishop  Hall, 
&c.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  imo^ine  any  -boat  of  the  kind  more 
complete  than  this-  cleanliness,  neatness,  elegance  throughout ; 
(lie  dinner  !-ervod  in  the  best  manner. 

New  Orleans,  Fihnvirii  '&:■<}.  —  Hose  from  my  hard  and  aehe-giving 
berth  about  half  past  four  o'clock  :  dressed  and  sauntered  up  and 
down  the  wooden  pier,  thinking  of  home,  and  the  great  distance  I 
was  from  it.  and  all  it  contains.  Pushed  info  I  lie  sort-  of  village,  half 
French,  half  English,  in  its  shopa  inscriptions,  and  was  interested 
and  struck  by  the  resemblance  it  conveyed,  in  I  ho  architecture  of 
its  small  houses  and  gateway  or  arch,  fo  an  old  French  village 
or  snialTtown.  I  went  to  the  St.  Louis  Hotel,  and  got  one  room, 
a  very  poor  affair,  till  others  should  fall.  "Went  to  rehearsal  at 
eleven;  did  not  like  either  f  heal  re  or  actors.  Tit-hearsed  '  Hamlet. ' 
Ftbrunr//  ~ith,  -Acted  Hamlet,  if  1  may  trust  uiy  own  feeling,  in 
a  very  Shakespearian  style  ;  most  courteous  and  gentlemanly,  with 
high  bearing,  and  yet  with  abandonment  and,  T  think,  great 
energy.  Was  culled  tor,  a  compliment  which  L  had  really  rather 
dispense  with.  I  fancy  the  audience  were  borne  along  with  tho 
performance. 

February  Stli. — Called  on  Mr.  Clay:  saw  him  seventeen  years 
older  than  when,  full  of  life  and  vivacity,  he  introduced  himself 
to  me  at  Washington  at  oar  Minister's,  Sir  R.  A.  Vaughan.  He 
seems  to  me  to  lone  shrunk  iu.sizo,  and  his  manners,  though  most 
kind,  urbane,  anil  cheerful,  have  no  longer  the  vivacity  and  great 
animal  spirits  that  then  ucconipa.nied  them.  He  remembered 
meeting  me  ;  ho  talked  of  Talma  and  of  his  engagements,  asked 
me  to  dine  with  him  to-morrow,  which  I  was  unable  to  do.  Our 
visit  was  limited  by  an  ai  i  point  men  t  visit  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  I  gave  him  Miss  Jiart.incau's  letter,  and  we 
talked  of  her.  He  seemed  surprised  not  to  see  me  look  older, 
saying  lie  should  not  take  me  tor  more  than  forty.  In  him  and 
Webster,  two  great  minds,  I  see  the  pressure  of  the  heavy  hand 
of  Time  ;  to  descend  to  myself,  T  feel  it.  .1  n  speaking  of  slavery, 
he  deplored  it,  ami  condemned  it,  in  the  abstract,  but  thought 
the  two  raees  coald  not  bo  altered  in  their  respective  positions 
without  equal  distress  for  both  ;  intimating  thai  the  coloured  man 
is  happier  in  his  present  state  lhan  he  could  be  if  free  1  What 
would  Alexandre  Dumas  say  to  that? 

February  10th.— Richelieu.  ml.— Yirginius.  litli.— Werner. 
1 G  (ft.  —Ha  miet,     17th. — Virginia*. 

February  IStJi.  -Went  out  in  cab  to  Hewlett's  Hotel  to  look  at 
the  rooms  he  had  prepared  for  me.  Agreed  (o  enter  them  on 
Tuesday.  Arraup.  d  my  accounts  ;  looked  at  some  papers.  More 
news  from  England.  Though!,  on  the  plays  lor  the  remainder  of 
my  engagement,  Coliin.son  called,  above  two  hours  after  his 
appointment   with     .Major     Montfort,   a   good-natured   American 
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soldier.  We  went  In  bis  carriage  through  the  city,  and  along  the 
banks  of  the  canal,  and  through  wood  and  swamp,  of  cedar, 
cypress,  out  to  the  Lake  rontohartrain  ;  (he  morning  was  very 
pleasant,  and  these  melancholy  woods,  with  their  ghostlike  trees, 
in  their  mournful  drapery  ot'moss  nud  vine,  arc  always  interesting 
to  me.  Large  U'jiiUr  kind  of  sloops  were  coming  up  the  canal. 
A  very  decent  house  of  entertainment  is  on  the  shore  of  the  lake, 
all  ground  recovered  from  the  swamp.  J.t  amused  me  yesterday  to 
know  that  the  French  call  the  American  portion  of  the  city  "  Le 
Faubourg  Amerioain."  I  dined  with  Kobiuson  at,  the  table  d'hote 
of  Hewlett,  who  grave  an  excellent  table  ;  was  much  amused.  After 
djnner  rode  along  the  Levee,  saw  the  shipping  and  warehouses  of 
this  wonderful  place  ;  the  waterworks,  with  t licit-  muddy  contents ; 
the  steamboats  coming  in;  the  Mississippi  winding  round,  and  the 
buildings,  wealth,  and  bustle  of  the  place.  The  people  seem  so 
happy!  Mr.  liuilett  amused  me,  particularly  by  bis  intended  mode 
of  curing  scarlet  fever.  Came  home;  put  by  my  assorted  papers; 
addressed  newspapers.  J.icvi.sed  the  play  of  'King  Lear'  for 
American  performance.     Cut  the  part  of  Kdwnrd  for  Mr.  liyder. 

Febrwtry  !!)(/!.— Macbeth. 

20(». — Went  with  Robinson   and  Andrews  to  call  on 

M.  Pepin,  who  conducted  tts  to  the  graveyards.  There  is  nothing 
in  their  site  to  please  the  eye,  nor  is  there  anything  in  their 
language  to  interest  or  excite.  Lint  he  must,  be  very  insensible 
who  can  contemplate  any  depository  of  the-  dead  with  indifteeer.ee, 
and  many  and  various  emotions  are  awakened  here.  There  are  four 
or  six  of  those  squares  formed  by  thick  nunpires,  built  of  brick,  in 
which  are  rows  of  square  cavities  one  above  the  other,  like  the 
apertures  of  ovens  (which  is  the  term  they  are  known  by),  and 
into  these,  as  in  the  mausoleum  at  Trentham,  the  coffins  are 
pushed  and  then  built  up;  the  inclosed  spaces  are  covered,  filled 
with  tombs  of  all  pretensions  as  to  cost,  and  taste  :  the  pride  of 
the  Spaniard,  the  sentiment  of  the  French,  and  the  plain  business- 
like English  inscription  are  mingled  through  the  grounds.  One 
was  exclusively  for  people  of  colour!  There  were  fresh  flowers 
placed  near  some  and  planted  near  others  ;  much  that  was  tender 
and  touching  and  chaste  fronting  or  neai'  to  vulgar  pride  and 
ludicrous  sentimentality.  Tears  painted  on  the  slabs  of  some,  and 
pompous  inscriptions  upon  others  ;  some  simple,  sad,  and  solemn- 
looking  structures,  others  ostentatiously  and  even  ludicrously 
ambitions.  1  was  interested,  and  shall  try  to  renew  my  visit. 
February  His/.— -Werner. 

— —  22ft'/. — Washington's  birthday.     A  curious  subject  for 

reflection  is  offered  by  this  day:  in  Europe  there  are  certain 
ceremonies  of  compliment  and  expense,  such  as  dinners,  levees, 
drawing-rooms,  ilhiminalion.s  of  public  offices,  clubs,  and  s-pecially 
appointed  tradesmen's  shops,  which  are  called  rejoicings  (?),  and 
are  trans  mi  tied  faithfully  Irutn  one  ;:raeiot;s  and  beioved  sovereign 
to  another,    lint  throughout  these  free  and  independent  States, 
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the  memory  of  the  man  who  was  Lorn  this  day  shall  be  hallowed! 
by  the  gratitude  and  joy  of  millions  of  hc-:i.r1  s,  that  will  hand  down 
to  their  children's  ebildn  n  tin:  debt  e.f  rrvevi  lire  and  love  which 
they  and  mankind  owe  to  him  for  the  benefits  his  life  conferred 
and  his  example  has  left.  The  birthday  of  Washington  shall  bo 
an  eternal  festival  wherever  a  freonuoi  speaks  the  Knjdish    tongue. 

VJirv/iry  2V,rd.-~  liichelieu.  2itk.—  Othello.  2Gth.  —Werner. 
27th. -"William  Tell. 

yeli-vary  2H-'/;.-  Occupied  -.villi  affair?  upon  my  lato  and  wearied 
rising.  This  daily  rehearsal,  and  earnest  acting  at  night  (lor  I 
cannot — there  is  no  merit — I  cannot  be  a  parly,  a  willing  parly 
to  a  disgraceful  performance),  seems,  under  tjio  effect  of  this  worm 
climate,  tins  summer  in  T'ehniary,  to  exhaust  my  strength  and 
spirits.  Whether  it  is  the  coming  on  of  age  or  the  quantity  of 
strength  and  energy  I  expend  in  my  rehearsals  und  performances, 
I  know  not,  but  they  are  more  than  I  can  well  discharge ;  certain 
it  is  that  I  can  do  nothing  else.  T  can  see  nothing,  see  no  one.  I 
might  as  well  be  incarcerated  in  Drury  Lane  or  Covcnt  Garden ; 
and  where  there  is  so  much  that  I  am  anxious  to  observe,  this  is 
fretting  and  vexatious.     .Acted  Hamlet. 

yihrv/iry  2W>..~-  The  joy.  tho  comfort.  T  have  felt  this  day  in  the 
ability  to  repeat  to  myself  that  it  is  the  last  day  but  one  of  my 
New  Orleans  en go cement-  is  not  to  be  described  nor  to  be  explained, 
except  that  the  labour  is  so  heavy  si  ml  [he  conclusion  of  it  brings 
me  nearer  home.  liehearsed  Ligo.  Saw  Forrest,  who  came  on 
the  stage.    Acted  Togo  well. 

Marehlst—  IJoheai^ed  Kin- Lear,  with  a  perfect  consciousness 
of  my  utter  inability  to  do  justice  to  my  own  conception  of  the 
character.  I  am  weary  of  this  atmosphere  and  this  place.  Dined 
early,  rested,  and  thought  over  my  great  part  of  King  Lear, 
leeling  that  I  could  not  satisfy  myself  in  it,  but  wishing  to  do 

Went  to  the  theatre,  very  weak.  Tho  house  not  what  it  ought 
to  have  been,  certainly  not.  1  rallied  against  my  lassitude,  smd 
made  a  very  fair  tight  for  poor  Lear;  parts'ofit  I  acted  very  fairly, 
and  I  think  made  si  su-one'  ^ripiv-^iviion  tiiesindierire.  Pome  parts 
I  did  really  well.  Was  called  for ;  in  a  very  short  time  I  appeared 
before  fhem  and  addressed  them. 

Miirr.h  2nd.—  Gave  my  first  hours  to  the  needful  business  of 
packing,  which  1  completed  in  very  good  time.  Met  311' r.  Iivder  sit 
the  railway.  Slept,  i  lie  greater  pari,  of  the  way  to  the  hike,  "quite 
wearied  and  o'crspent."  We  found  a  good  deal  of  motion  on  the 
lake;  the  boats  lay  within  tte  little  harbour  formed  by  wooden 
piers  stretching  out  into  tho  lake  and  leaving  only  a  narrow 
entrance  by  which  to  pass  in  and  out,  Tho  land,  as  we  enter  the 
narrow  channel  between  tho  Lakes,  is  very  low,  marshy,  duck, 
snipe-like  looking  ground;  a  neat  Utile  fort,  with  an  artillery 
company,  commands  the  passage. 

Mdbue,   March  '3rd. — Wo  were  within   the  bay  of  Mobile,  and 
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pressing  over  its  smooth  waters,  strewn  over  with  the  stripped  and 
shattered  trees  borne  down  by  the  freshet  of  the  Alabama,  and 
landed.  I  went  with  a.  porter  as  a  guide  about  the  town,  and  was 
forced  to  ask  as  a  favour  a  bed- room  at  the  top  of  the  house,  and 
glad  to  house  myself  here  to  wash  and  dress. 

March  it/i.— Acted  Hamlet.  I  thought  I  never  acted  the  first 
scene  with  the  Ghost  so  well ;  the  audience  this  night  was  very 
numerous.  Persons  going  away  in  some  of  the  steamboats  had 
prevailed  on  the  mast  its  to  delay  their  start  til;  in  id  night  in  order 
to  visit  the  theatre.  Many  rmMy  people  wore  there,  women  of 
the  town — in  short  it  was  an  audience  al  traded  by  .sheer  curiosity. 
Perhaps  I  was  not  up  to  my  mark,  although  I  strove  very  resolutely. 

M<ire.h  ath. — Bieheliou.  fUh. — Yirginius.  lik.—  Tiichelieu.  8th. — 
Werner. 

March  'Mli.- — Ansie  proposed  to  take  me  a  drive  in  the  environs 
of  the  city.  Called  on  Mngee,  whom  I  saw.  Found  Anze  at  the 
door  of  my  hotel  -accompanied  him  in  his  buggy  through  the  city, 
along  the  direction  of  the  shore  of  the  bay,  by  pretty  suburban 
houses,  into  woods  in  all  the  wild  and  picturesque  confusion  of 
self-creation  and  renewal.  The  boxes,  as  they  are  called,  of  the 
dwellers  near  the  city  are  very  neat,  and  the  hedge  of  the  Cherokee 
rose— like  our  common  wild  white  rose— most  luxuriantly  in 
bloom  over  a  fenco  of  neat  lattice  work,  presented  a  very  neat  out- 
work to  a  very  neat  residence.  The  woods  and  the  views  of  the 
bay  were  most  beautiful— the  magnolia.  Dined  with  Mr.  Grade 
—liked  his  wife — met  Br.  Nott,  Inshcr,  Hall,  Castellan,  Anze, 
Ogden,  &c.    A  very  agreeable  day. 

My  drive  to-day  among  some  very  prei.ty  suburban  villas  with 
their  many  Mowers  and  richly  blossoming  ('each -trees,  oranges 
in  blossom,  fig,  and  various  ornamental  shrills,  was  very  lovely. 
The  air  was  quite  delicious;  we  came  frequently  close  to  the 
water  side,  lookingfrom  a  low  cliff  over  this  extensive  bay,  with 
its  shoals,  its  masses  of  rude  timber,  ils  disiant  shores,  and  pass- 
ing through  clearings  and  wood  of  lofty  pines  till  we  reached 
the  Magnolia  Grove-  -so  called  from  i  lie  trees  which  chiefly  form 
its  shade.  The  shrubs  wore  very  beautiful,  and  flowers.  I 
gathered  some  violets  for  Catherine  -not  quite  so  deeply  blue  as 
our  own  sweet  flower,  ami  with  no  perfume. 

March  I  Uh.— Macbeth.  ■  VZth,— William  Tell.  IMh.— Othello. 
Uth.~ Werner.     15fk.~ Eiehelicu. 

:  March  16M.— Started  with  a  fresh  breeze  against  us  for  New 
Orleans ;  liked  everything  in  Mobile  except  the  hotel  and  theatre  ; 
glad  to  go  forward,  aSj beginning  my  return  to  dear,  dear  home. 
"Walked  the  upper  deck  1  ill  wearied,  looking  at  the  woods  or 
the  shores,  the  drifting  timber  scattered  over  the  bay,  the  fleet 
of  merchantmen  riding  in  the  outer  bay,  the  islands,  and  the 
gorgeous  sunset. 

Xe>ti  Or'/'-niis,  March  lPfft-   Acted  King  Lear. 

March  lWi. — Acted  '  The  Stranger.'     Leaving  the  theatre,  was 
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attracted  by  the  Maze  of  a  very  great  tire  in  Koyal  Street.  I  had 
heard  the  tocsin  ilnrin;  i  he  lust  scene  of  the  play.  Went  to  it  and 
watched  the  terrific  and  sublime  spectacle  for  upwards  of  an  hour; 
the  flames  rose  in  upward  torrents  of  fire,  and  at  times  there  was 
an  atmosphere  of  sparks.  I  saw  two  bouses  j'yll  in  ivith  tremendous 
crashes,  and  tame  away  as  the  fire  seemed  to  yield  to  the  efforts 
of  the  firemen. 

M'urk  !i(  X/i.— Tie  tie  dick.    " 

31s<. — Acted  Shylock  very  fairly.      At  supper  took  a  gin 

mint-julep  by  way  of  experiment:  the  most  deli  ciously  cunning 
compound  that  ever  1  tasted;  nectar  could  not  stand  before  it; 
Jupiler  would  have  hob-nobbed  in  it. 

March   mh.— Called   on  Mr.   R .      To    my    surprise  and 

amusement  found  that,  his  wife,  of  whom  he  had  taken  leave 
onboard  ship  last  nigh:  embarked  1'ov  France,  was  at  home;  had 
returned  :  could  not  bear  to  leave  her  friends  ;  lost  heart  at  the 
last  minute.  I  think  i  should  scarcely  have  welcomed  back  any 
woman  who  had  cos:  me  all  the  pain  to  part  with  her  and  then 
returned— so  much  good  grid'  all  thrown  away  I 

On  the  Mississippi,  April  2nd.— Ill  the  evening  two  brightly 
reflected  lights  stretching:  far  on  the  horizon,  with  .smoke  before 
them,  were  pointed  out  to  us  as  the  prairies  on  lire.  The  foliage 
yesterday  and  to-day  had  been  beautifully  enriched  by  the  red  or 
dark  pink  blossom,  covering  the  irec  like  the  peach,  of  the  Arbor- 
Judas,  or  red-bud  ;  these,  often  side  by  si-'.o  with  I  be  snowny  blossom 
that  powdered  the  dog-wood  tree,  diversified  by  colour  and  form 
the  lofty  and  leafless  cotton-wood.  The  voyage  of  the  Mississippi 
most  beautiful. 

St.  Louis,  April  firt.— liose  in  good  time.  Mr.  Franciscus  and 
the  carriage  were  ready,  and  we  starred  for  the  Ferry ;  drove  into 
the  boat,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  drove  out  upon  the  other 
floating  pier  without  alighting.  Our  road  lay  through  Illinois 
Town,  a  small  place  through  which  a  little  creek,  crossed  by  a 
good  wooden  bridge,  runs ;  we  went  over  it  and  along  the  higfl. 
causeway  built  for  winter  or  wet  travel,  when  the  soil  of  tlic 
country  admits  your  carriage  to  the  nave  of  the  wheel,  or  deeper. 
Our  road  lay  aloli-  a  country  that  was  fatness  itself,  the  ground 
oozing  out  richness,  black  loam  Usui  might  be  scratched  to  give  a 
crop  ;  we  passeii  several  of  llio^e  J.mban  mmines,  and  reached  some 
lake-  where  to  in  v  greal.  eb.rbgbl.  1  saw  the  Labi  ml  bins  of  the  beaver 
at  distances  from' each  oilier  in  the  middle  of  the  water.  Our  way 
for  manv  miles  was  tame,  till  we  reached  some  much  larger  mounds, 
a:el  standing  in  great  numbers  on  the  plain.  I  cannot  guess  if  they 
were  forts  or  tombs,  one  seems  for  one  purpose,  another  for  the  other. 
We  passed  through  some  low  woods  before,  and  now  we  reached 
some  high  and  well -wooded  bills,  where  woudpeekers,  the  beauti- 
ful turtle-dove,  the  blue  bin],  ami  others  wen;  numerous  on  the 
wing.  We  met  numerous  families,  with  their  wagons  and  oxen, 
carrying  their  substance  to  some  other  State.   I  cannot  understand 
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this.  We  passed  throne;!!  Collinsville.  whore  llicro  are  three 
churches,  built. by  an  old  lady  to  whom  the  place  belongs,  and  who 
will  cot  allow  any  one  to  live  there  who  drink*  or  keeps  fermented 
liquors.  Slopped  nt  a.  iwtii'-,  kf.-pt  fy  Chirk,  ;m  Knglisu  sailor,  with 
a  pretty  wife,  five  children,  nice  house,  garden,  farm,  barns,  in 
bouse,  &c.  Wo  dined  i'l).  then  passi.n  ilu-nngh  Troy  and  Marcia 
Town;  saw  1  he  stretch  of  (he  prairie;  plovers,  prairie  hen-par- 
tridges in  abundance.  Iteached  Colonel  Madge's  cottage;  was 
hospitably  received  and  entertained.  Saw  the  prairies  on  fire 
in  three  places  ;  it  was  beautiful. 

April  Itli. — We  drove  out  about  a  mile  and  a  half  on  the  prairie, 
which,  in  its  hare,  winter  garb,  reminds  me  very  much  of  Salisbury 
Plain.  I  can  fancy  the  wiiiliine  ™rt  r ■!"  awe  that  any  one  must  feel 
in  being  twenty  miles  deep  on  such  a  wild,  and  it  is  in  its  extent 
that  its  grandeur  consists ;  its  beauty  is  in  the  flowers  of  all  hues 
with  which  it  is  so  gorgeously  carpeted  in  the  summer  season. 
The  soil  is  rich  to  rankness. 

April  Qtl>.  —Acted  Hamlet.     10.' 'i. — liichelieu.     Wih. — Virginius. 

April  Villi.— Was  gratified  in  my  walk  with  the  sight  of  the 
lilac  in  full  bloom,  and  in  some  little  gardens,  tulips,  narcissus. 
It  is  not  only  the  sweet  feeling  which  the  beauty  of  flowers  always 
imparts  to  me,  a  tranquil  feeling  of  delight  in  their  beauty  of 
colour,  form,  and  perfume,  hut.  tlscy  are  associated  in  my  mind 
with  home,  with  dear  Knekiral,  and  soul  he.  me  with  their  influence. 

April  i'Stli. — .Rose  \^'vy  early,  and  coaxed  the  coloured  waiter  to 
give  us  breakfast,  on  which  we  pet  out  in  the  carriage  from  Alton, 
bidding  farewell  to  our  very  civil  and  good-natured  host,  and 
pursuing  our  way  on  a  most  lovely  morning  through  the  little 
town,  through  woods  in  all  the  variety  of  vernal  beauty,  passing 
the  wreck  of  another  railway,  another  monster  monument  of  the 
headlong  and  precipitate  speculation  of  this  reckless  people.  We 
held  the  river  occasionally  in  view,  and  then  the  thick  woods  would 
shut  us  from  its  sight. 

April  .IM .- -Jago.     KM.— Shylock. 

; 11th.— To  my  great  satisfaction  I  received  a  large  pair  of 

buffalo  horns,  and  a  grand  pair  of  elk  horns  from  a  Mr.  Whatton. 
Rested.  Acted  Macbeth  really  well,  too  well  for  St  Louis,  though 
the  audience  were  much  move  decorous,  attentive,  and  appre- 
ciative than  I  have  heretofore  lound  them.  I  suppose  they  begin 
'xi  understand  me.      Was  called  for,  and  bowed. 

April  lit(/i.— Went  on  board  the  West  Wind.  Saw  on  board 
two  of  the  Scolefields  of  Birmingham,  whom  I  was  really  de- 
lighted to  meet.  Wo  went  on  our  watery  way,  The  river  varying 
its  form,  the  banks  as  constantly  ehan^ia^  from  bluff  or  wooded 
hill  to  low  brake  or  wood,  or  wooded  highland  with  rocks— most 
interesting. 

April  2Ut—  Went  up  on  deck  in  the  early  morning,  and  enjoyed 
the  air,  the  river,  and  the  exercise  very  much,  i'fegan  '  Samson 
Agonistes.'      Eead  some  interesting  passages  in  the  'History  of 
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tlio  Church,'  ft  book  1  must  endeavour  to  read  carefully  through. 
Talked  with  a  gentleman  from  Iowa,  who  had  been  giving  a  fearful 
account  of  the  wild  and  lawhss  condition  of  1  hat.  Territory  when  it 
was  first  put  inl  o  ;i  slate  for  territorial  jurisdiction, 

l.otdsvith,  April  22nd.  -"Went  into  Louisville,  Passed  court- 
house, gaol,  markets,  &c.  Very  spurious  streets,  good  shops,  an 
appearance  of  wealth  avid  comfort,  well-dressed  people,  &c. 

Attracted  constantly  by  the  beauty  of  either  shore  of  Kentucky 
or  Indiana,  which  now  showed  more:  continuous  cultivation,  bettor 
farms,  and  houses,  &c,  of  more  pretension  ;  the  leaf-clad  hills  wore 
every  variety  of  form,  and  ilio  rocks  peeping  out  or  showing  large 
fronts  from  amidst  them  were  always  picturesque— it  was  a  chain 
of  lakes. 

Cincinnati,  April  23rd.— After  a  sleepless  night,  the  first  light 
showed  me  the  buildings,  ite„  of  Cincinnati.  The  hell  rang  at  a 
quarter  to  five,  when  I  rose,  diVN.-cd,  i.vv.,  and  despatched  Thompson 
to  impjhe  about  my  hotel. 

Looked  at  '  Hamlet,'  and  went  to  rehearsal  ;  took  pains,  but  the 
weather  was  very  hot. 

Acted  Hamlet,  I  think,  very  fairly.  Oume  home  to  hotel  very 
much  worn  and  exhausted,  and  almost  dying  for  some  tea,  which 
for  nearly  an  hour  I  could  not  get. 

Apr  il  Uth.— Richlieu.  25th.~- Werner.  2i>ili.— Shy  lock.  21th.— 
Macheth. 

April,  2ir>tit. — A  young  man,  whom  I  do  not  know,  I  think  the 
landlord's  son,  came  up  and,  tin-owing  his  arm  round  my  neck, 
asked  me.if  I  know  Colonel  Taylor.  I  said,  "No."  "That  is  he 
behind  you,  lie  has  been  looking  for  you,  shall  I  introduce  you?1' 
"  If  you  please,"  Ho  did  so,  and  I  remained  in  conversation  with 
Colonel  Taylor  till  3fr.  Torst.er  came  io  accompany  mo  in  my  drive 
through  tho  city.  It  is  on  the  bend  of  the  river,  built  over  by 
streets  at  right  angles,  numbered  and  named  childly  from  trees; 
the  streets  are  wide,  planted  generally  with  Irecs  along  the  foot- 
paths, with  many  small  plots  of  ornamented  ground. 

April  oQth.  i'orstor  called  as  J  was  dressing.  I  was  very  un- 
well, have  suffered  much.  Acted  Yirgmius  very  feebly  to  a  very 
poor  house;  suffering  from  debility.  Was  ealiod,  went  on,  and 
bowed. 

My  southern  and  western  tour  is  ended  ;  thank  God  for  all  it 
has  given  mo  !   I  feel  however  overwrought. 

May  Id.— Dear  memorandum  of  tngUtud,  this  .sweet  day  of  spring. 
bringing  with  it  thoughts  of  home,  and  much  that  is  sweet  anc 
dear  1  Felt  much  better. 

I'itUbur'j,  May  b/Ji. — Was  much  amused  by  Mr.  Ryder's  reporl 
of  the  observation  of  a  resident  to  him,  that  the  "citizens  o, 
Pittsburg  were  very  much  dissatisfied  with  Hfr.  Tdacready  for  not 
staying  to  perform  there."  Ryder  observed  that  I  had  an  engage- 
ment, &c. 

HarrMv.rg,  May  G'h. — Wre  dined  at  ^feComiell's  Town,  a  very 
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well-built,  happy-looking  little  town.  Oar  weary  journey  jolted  us 
on  at  four  and  a  halt'  miles  an  hour  through  the  night  up  to  eleven 
o'clock,  when  wo  reached  Chambcrs-burg  haH-cries,  bruised  and 
rheumatic.  Lived  out  two  hours  there,  and  then  emharked  on  the 
railway.  Oh,  what,  a  relief  to  Harrisburg  ! 

May  7th. — Awoke  tn  look  upon  this  very  protty  capital  of 
Pennsylvania,  situated  in  the  Susquehanna. 

The  country  from  Harrisburg  to  Philadelphia  through  Lancaster 
is  one  rich  tract  of  the*  highest,  cultivation,  comfort,  industry, 
economy,  and  wealth  in  the  farms  and  gardens  and  orchards  that 
cover  the  country.  At  the  Schuylkill  the  views  aro  moat  beautiful, 
perfectly  charning.  Iteached  Philadelphia,  took  railway,  travelled 
rapidly  to  New  York. 

A'eiv  York,  May  W'.-  "Wrote  10  IMiss  C,  ('.'ashman,  asl  had  pro- 
mised SiriipftOis,  wishing  her  to  play  here  during  my  engagement. 

Received  my  dear  loiters  from  home;  all  well  there.  Thank 
God.  Letter  inclosed  from  dear  Lydia  to  J.utilia,  answering  their 
letters  upon  what  struck  down  my  heart,  the  news  of  poor  dear 
Jonathan's  death.  "We  talk  of  patience  under  those  visitations, 
but  nono  can  truly  investigate  his  feelings  and  say  ho  does  not 
repine,  when  those  of  virtue  and  high  character,  whom  he  loves, 
are  for  ever  lost  to  him.  "  Ho  stood  by  me  like  my  youth."  I 
should  have  been  satisfied  to  have  f.een  any  one  of  my  hoys  (God 
bless  them!)  like  him,     lie  was  a  nohle  cream  re,  dour,  dear  youth! 

MaylZth. — Ackd  Hamlet,  I  think,  very  well  indeed  ;  the  audience 
were  deeply  ntienuvo,  and  much  more  fervent  than  I  remember 
them  to  have  been ;  was  called  for  and  well  received. 

Came  home  and  no  tea,  "  no  nothing.  " 

May  1GW. — 'Mr.  Gould,  author  of  '  Ludovico  Sforza,' called  and 
sut  aoiiio  lime,     1.  restni'ed  him  his  manuscript. 

May  27//,, ■■  -"Weare  the  chief  attract  ion,  1  may  say  the  only  one, 
in  New  York  at  present,      lieproved  the  liinaini  Wood  messenger 

very  sharply  ;  he  deserved  it.    Spoke  to  Miss ,  who,  it  seems, 

laughed  in  the  Banquet  scene ;  my  object  in  speaking  to  her, 
desiring  her  to  call  here,  was  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
such  inconveniences  asl  had  encountered ;  hut  she  promised  to 
hthate  for  the  future. 

May  'AOtli. — Acted  Hamlet  ;  the  latter  part,  i.e.,  after  the  first 
act,  in  a  really  splendid  style.  1  felt  myself  tlie  man.  Called  for 
and  well  received.  The  house  good.  'Hamlet'  tins  brought  mo 
more  money  than  any  play  in  America. 

June  1st.— Calling  for  Colden,  wo  walked  up  to  liuggles',  where 
we  met  Mrs.  ]{.,  his  son  and  daughter,  a  very  pretty  girl,  Judge 
Kent,  Sedgwick,  Prescott  Hall,  Gritlin.  Hamilton,  finnan,  &o.,  at 
a  very  elegant  breakfast,  which  passed  off  in  most  lively  and 
pleasant  conversation. 

June  3rd. — '  Bridal,' 

Uh.—At  Albany. 

18<A.-  ™ 
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June  19(A. —  Utica. 

2 Is  t . — A  ubiirn. 

'jiimiilo,  Jane  2  4.M.— Wedding-day.  Rehearsed  Hamlet.  Dined 
and  had  a  "  plum -pudding.''  Drank  a  bumper  ot  champagne  to 
my  dear  wife,     Rested.     Acted  to  a  bud  house.     (Hi,  Buffalo! 

June  2&th.—  Richelieu.  Jane  2 7 (A.  —  Macbeth.  Jims  28iA.— 
Werner. 

Montre'il,  July  (If h.—  Looked  nl  the  papers  fur  Krsdissh  news  ;  Paw 
Hal  tor  ins;  notices  of  myself.  I  to  ml  the  death  of  Thomas  Campbell. 
"How  dumb  the  tuneful!''  Ho  outlived  his  acceptability,  and 
was  latterly  intolerable  in.  society;  but  what  a  charming  poet! 
Ehe.u ! 

J i'ly  11th.—  Acted  Hamlet. 

Lay  on  my  sofa  at  the  hotel,  ruminating  upon  the  play  cf 
'Hamlet:'  upon  the  divine  spirit  which  God'  lent  to  that  man, 
Shakespeare,  to  create  such  intellectual  realities,  lull  of  beauty 
and  of  power,  inheriting  i  he  ordinary  wickednesses  of  humanity,  the 
means  of  attracting  so  -tru)i:;ly  the  affections  and  wonder  of  men  1 
It  seems  to  me  as  if  only  now,  a.t  fifty-one  years  of  age,  I 
thoroughly  see.  and  appreciate  (lie-  artistic  power  of  Shakespeare  in 
this  great  human  phenomenon  ;  nor  do  any  of  the  critics,  Goethe, 
Schickel,  Coleridge,  present  to  rue  in  their  elaborate  remarks  the 
exquisite  artist. ieal  effects  which  1.  set;  in  this  work,  as  long  medi- 
tation, liko  long  straining;  after  sight,  gives  the  minutest  portion 
of  its  excellence  to  my  view. 

July  VMh—  Richelieu.     22«rf.—  Werner.     24  th  —  Macbeth. 

f!,ilid<:/r/,i\i,  X(j>l:-ih!>ei-$th.— Read  in  Wordsworth  as  reading 
exercise.  I  feel  my  voice  growing  mere  and  more  inflexible;  the 
tones  which  I  used  to  like  to  listen  to  I  cannot  now  evoke,  alas  ! 
Read  in  'Haralct.' 

fieptmaher  OM— Hamlet.  JIM.  ■—' Stranger.'  12th.— Shylock. 
W.h.—  'Stranger.' 

Nmv  York,  Sqit'Tuhtr  KM.— Hamlet.  VMh.— Werner.  20tf.— 
Richelieu.    23rd.—'  Rridal.'    24H/i. — Othello. 

September  2Zth. — The  anniversary  of  my  opening  the  Park 
Theatre,  New  York,  since  when  I  find  myself,  with  all  my  expenses 

rtid,  about  £5,500  bettered  in  pecuniary  eii-eitmstauccs,  for  which 
jtraietnllv,  devoutly,  and  earnestly  ihank  God. 

.September  2UIi.—'  Stranger.'     21th.— Lear. 

Buxton.  tkt<.ber2'i-l. — Hamlet.  1th, — Itiehelieu,  'dth. — 'Stranger.' 
10</i.-~  Shylock.     11th.—  'Bridal.'     14th.— Macbeth. 

l.nndiea,  November  'Mil. — Mitchell  and  belle  called,  and  after 
showing  him  the  danger  of  announcing  the  Knglish  performance 
at  I'a  rin  before  Miss  Oiishman's  and  Mi'.  Ryder's  arrival.  I  consented 
to  open,  if  they  arrived  in  lime,  on  the  2ml  of  December.  It  was 
settled  that  my  plays  should  be  produced  in  the  following  order, 
which  I  marked  at  the  time  in  pocket-book:  'Othello,'  '  Hamlet,' 
'Virginius,'  'Macbeth,'  'Werner,'  'King  Lear,'  and  perhaps 
'  Merchant  of  Venice.'     God  grant  us  success ! 
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Noixmhtr  12th. — Read  the  little  story  of  '  flrai'i!  and  Clara'  to 
my  darling  children.  Calculated  and  pondered  well  my  journey 
to  Paris,  and  upon  mature  reflection  and  consideration  of  dear 
Catherine's  state  of  health,  and  of  Katie's  constitution,  resolved 
on  going  post  to  Paris. 

J'urin,  D'-cemtii-r  \i>th.— Went,  with  ( 'athcrine  and  Willie  to  break- 
fast with  Do  Fresne  ;  nut  there  Kegnier,  an  intelligent  actor  of 
the  Francis,  a  M.  B.  Fontaine,  ilie  architect  of  the  palace,  Jules 
.Tanin,  several  other.-;,  and  Miss  II.  laueit,  Miss  Wilkes,  and 
Mr.  Farren. 

Ili-'Xiiikr  lfirt, — Ac  tori  Ot'aeilo  wiL.li  ;vri.ai.  care,  dfi.cn  with  much 
reality;  hut  I  could  not.  feel  the  sympathy  of  the  audience:  they 
were  fashionable,  and  from  the  construction  of  the  theatre,*  not 
within  the  reach  of  my  dcArk  contur.t,  to  coin  an  expression  ;  tiie 
shocking  delay  between  the  acts  mis  another  cause  for  a  certain 
heaviness  I  felt  to  pervade  the  evening.  I  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  issue,  uneasy  and  restless  In  mind,  From  Alexandre  Dumas, 
Eegnier,  Vnttel,  ifco,,  came  "fit ire  Iture  cwtiplimeirfs,'"  but  I  wua 
not  assured. 

December  ISth.— Looked  at  the  papers,  and  was  most  gratified 
by  a  very  cordial  notice  of  'Othello'  in  (iniujiiaiti.  Received  a 
most  fervent  con  a  mi  illation  from  Hugcno  fine.  Went  to  the  theatre 
to  see  to  some  matters  left  unsettled  in  yesterday's  rehearsal. 
Spoke  very  strongly  to  Mitchell  ahoul.  our  future  plays,  insisting 
on  the  proper  attention  of  the  servants,  Ac.  Rested  and  thought 
much  of  Hamlet 

Acted  Hamlet 'fairly,  though  S'niiewlial.  disturbed  by  the  in- 
efficiency of  persons  and  things  about  me.  tailed  for.  The  play 
over  a  few  minutes  before  twelve. 

Did  not  sleep  two  hours  of  the  whole  night,  niy  excitement  was 
so  strong  ;  painful  dreams  when  I  did  sleep. 

Ikcaidier  20 Lh.—  Othello. 

2Sril. — Acted  Yirginius  with  niuoh  energy  and  power  to 

a  very  excited  audience.  I  was  loudly  called  for  at  the  end  of 
the  fourth  act ;  hut  could  not  or  would  not  make  so  absurd  and 
empirical  a  sacrifice  <>f  iho  dignity  of  my  poor  art.  Was  called  for 
and  very  enthusiastically  received  at  the  end  of  the  play.  De 
Fresne  came  into  my  room  and  detained  Catherine  and  myself  in 
long  conversation. 

Ikexmber  2~tt.li. — Acted  Virginius  with  some  force:  the  audience 
were  deeply  interested,  but  not  so  tumult  nous  in  their  applause  as 
on  Monday.     Called  lor  and  received  with  fervour. 

/kceinhcr  '>Bth.  1  lined  with  He  T'resne  ;  met  at  dinner  le  Marquis 
de  I'astoret,  guardian  of  the  Comfo  de  ClunnboiVl  (Henry  V.),  Paul 
de  la  Roche,  the  great  artist.  In  the  evening,  Eegnier,  Ecvtinf  and 
family,  a  son  of  Talma,  &c. 

*  This  serins  of  l^ii.Hi.]:  i j i ■  l- :': .■  i- : n ■  i ■  h  '.mi's.  ]:l;..i:i'  in  the  jjiillo  Ventadour,  the 

thealri;  usually  Jsvuto.l  to  iuliim  Ojiera.— Ed. 

■f  M.  Berlin  was  editor  anj  inx.pvietor  of  this  JtMrna!  Jus  lh',.its.—  LD. 
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Pari*,  Janwtry  l*'.    -Werner. 

Junwiri/  'Sri.-  -lieeeived  a  note  from  Kugene  Sue,  propnsing  tlnit 
we  should  go  to  the  Tli rat re  Vrntirai*  to--morraw  night,  being  the 
lii-st  representation  of  si  new  piay  by  it  friend  of  his.  I  answered, 
assenting  to  his  wish.     Acred  llaralct. 

January  Ath.~ Dined  with  Engine  Sue,  his  rxUabarateur,  and 
another  friend,  a  very  agreeable  man.  Went  to  the  Theatre 
Frsuicais  ;  paw  si  play  called '  (luerrero.'a  Mexican  subject.  Madlle. 
Plossis  was  sonielimes  graceful,  but  not  ipiiie  concentrated  enougb 
in  her  passion.  M.  Beatn'alet.  w.i5  mrlodi'amatie  in  his  style,  strong, 
but  sometimes  beyond  Hie  modesty  of  nature.  Eugene  Hue  left  me 
to  msike  his  compliments  to  the  author. 

Janwtry  5th. — I  called  on  De  Fresne,  who  accompanied  me  to 
De  la  Eoche,  wlio  received  me  most  kindly,  and  in  whose  studio 
I  saw  two  beautiful  pictures,  one  of  great  power  of  colour,  a 
Roman  Beggar  Family,  like  the  strongest  of  Murillo  ;  the  other, 
in  delicacy,  sentimenl.  and  harmony  niosr  exquisite,  a  Virgin  and 
Sleeping  Child,  Joseph  in  the  remote  distance:  it  was  a  poem, 
and  bought  by  Lord  Hertford. 

The  Eeole  des  Beaux-Arts,  a  building  and  institution  to  shame 
the  British  Government  and  people.  Haw  Do  la  Itoche's  picture  in 
oil  on  the  circular  wall  of  the  thcai  re,  and  the  copy  of  the  '  Last 
Judgment'  Thence  to  sin  old  gentleman  of  ninety  years  of  age, 
intimate  with  Camel;,  T,e  Kain,  &c.  Ho  was  very  interesting,  but 
I  do  not  wish  for  such,  a  life. 

J-.ni/iaq/  Villi.  -Aeled  Macbeth,  in  my  opiniom  better  than  I  have 
ever  done  before.  The  house  was  deeply  attentive  and  interested, 
but  did  not  give  the  quantity  of  applause  which  such  a  per- 
formance would  have  elicited  in  England.  Was  called  for.  Reguier, 
De  Fresne,  and  Mitchell  came  into  my  room. 

January  ~t;,. — Called  tin  SclieH'or  and  saw  bis  pictures  ;  the  two 
from  FauBt,  the  '  Seduction  Scene'  and  the  '  Sabbat,'  were  full  of 
beauty ;  the '  St.  Augustine  and  his  Mother '  most  eharaoterstic  ;  a 
sketch  of  the  Dead  Chris!  and  Marys,  quile  touching.  A  note  from 
Mitchell  Informing  me  that  the  Minister  refused  us  permission  to 
act  beyond  Monday  night. 

January  Hh-  Acted  Macbeth  with  effort,  not  so  well  as  Monday, 
but  I  think  with  power  ami  discrimination.  The  audience  ap- 
plauded Miss  Faucit's  sleeping  scene  much  more  than  anything 
else  in  the  whole  play. 

January  10th. — Macbeth. 

12th. — Dined  with   Mr.  Rowland  Errington ;  met  Lady 

Wellesley,  Baring,  Lord  and  Lady  Kimioul,  Miss  McTavish, 
Howard,  &c.  Liked  very  much  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Errington  ;  a  very 
pleaiiinr  cTening. 
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Jnnuiry  YSlh. — Acted  Hamlet  for  the  most  part  extremely  well ; 
the  audience  were  interested  and  attmtive,  hit  not  so  excitable 
as  usual.  Bouffe  came  into  my  room  with  Mitchell,  "  pour  faire 
se?  compliments." 

Jav.tM.ry  \At.h. — Chapman  called  on  business  -,  lie  told  us  that  our 
receipts  had  exceeded  those  of  any  theatre  in  I.Viris!  Called  on 
De  1'resne  and  M.  Pern./  with  Catherine.  What  things  he  told 
and  read  to  mo  of  '  EgaliU,'  and  what  treason  on  treason  of 
Talleyrand  !  One  most  amusing  and  interesting  anecdote  of 
Napoleon  and  the  Emperor  of  Kussia.  Showed  me  Talleyrand's 
letter,  autograph,  urging  the  execution  of  HKnghien.  In  the 
evening  cut  and  arranged  '  Hamlet'  for  the  Palace. 

J'iriw.iri)  ljth, — Spoke  to  Mitchell,  who  gave  mo  a  letter  from 
George  Sand,  most  eloquent  umt  elegant,  (billed  with  Catherine 
on  De  Fresno.  We  went  together  to  M.  Fourtales,  and  saw  his 
pictures  and  his  gems. 

January  lGth.—I  drove  to  the  Tuileries.  We  inquired  for  the 
concierge,  M.  Lccomte,  and  having  found  his  bureau  and  presented 
the  order  from  Mr.  Lambert  (ubirh  Mitchell  had  brought  me  with 
a  box  for  Catherine,  ml  mining  two  persons),  M.  Lccomte  conducted 
us  to  the  second  door  en  fuc-.  By  this  we  entered,  and  passing 
through  the  lobbies  and  galli tick,  came  upon  the  front  boxes  of 
the  theatre.  It  was  most  elegant  :  much  larger  than  I  had  anti- 
cipated from  my  recollection  of  l'onttrinebleau  and  some  theatres 
in  the  Italian  palaces ;  but  it  was  such  a  theatre  as  befitted  the 
palace  of  the  king  of  a  great  nation.  I  went  upon  the  stage,  which 
was  fitted  up  exaeily  as  at  the  Yentauour,  even  io  the  round  trap 
for  the  Ghost's  descent.  "With  much  difficulty,  after  being  led 
where  I  could  not  follow,  I  obtained  a  room  at  a  moderate  height 
from  the  stage,  and  bavin;*  secured  the  entrance  of  my  servant 
and  self,  on  which  point  there  was  ;>-r>.-ii-t  jealousy,  !.  returned  to  my 
hotel.  I  thought  much  on  what  1  had  to  go  through,  being  quite 
aware  that  there  could  be  little  or  no  applause,  and  fixedly  making 
up  my  mind  io  occupy  my  thoughts  alone  with  Hamlet— to  be 
Hamlet,  and  think  neither  of  King  nor  Court,  nor  anything  but 
my  personation.  "Wo  reached  my  room,  and  I  was  tolerably  accom- 
modated. The  play  began,  and  1  adhered  to  my  purpose;  had 
neither  eyes  nor  thought  for  anything  kit  the  feelings  and  thoughts 
and  demeanour  of  Hamlet.  In  my  mind  I  never  gave  such  a  re- 
presentation of  the  part,  and  without  a  hand  of  applause;  but 
indeed  there  was  an  attempt  in  the  tiist  scene  by  some  one  who, 
I  suppose,  became  sensible  of  his  oti'once  against  decorum,  and 
■■  back  recoiled,  he  knew  not  why,  even  at  the  sound  himself  had 
made."  In  the  fourth  act,  where  T  have  nothing  to  do,  I  did  cast 
a  glance  at  the  royal  box  ;  saw  the  white  fuzz  of  the  Queen's  head, 
and  the  old  King  on  the  other  side  of  the  centre  ;  the  salle  had 
altogether  a  very  brilliant  appearance:  the  pit  was  filled  with 
military.  After  the  play  one  of  the  King's  suite,  in  court  uniform, 
waited  on  me,  and  with  expressions  of  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  &c, 
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present od  me  with  a  )on£  packet  or  parcel.  1  hastily  dressed. 
Mitchell  just  spoke  to  me.  Jlis.s  ii.  i'imcit,  as  I  passed  her,  said, 
"Such  a,  pretty  bracelet  I"  I  hurried  home  to  Catherine,  told  her 
all  the  news,  and  looked  at  the  poniard  *  scut  by  the  King. 

January  Yith, — Henry  IV. 

IBth. — Went  to  the  Opera  (.'omitpie,  and  saw  the  stajre. 

&c.,  which  was  arranged  for  the  sec  tic  up  Kiiisr  Henry  IV.'  M. 
Henri,  the  wus-rcjisacii;  was  very  civil  in  doing  the  honours  of  his 
establishment. 

When  on  the  stage  and  pivpoivd  to  lir^-in,  a  person  came  forward 
and  introduced  me  to  the  manager  of  the  theatre.  The  curtain 
drew  up,  and  the  audience  vrre  deeply  alientive.  One  person 
tried  at  the  commencement  to  disturb  the  performance  by  mimick- 
ing my  voice,  but  it  was  put  down  instantly,  and  the  act  of '  King 
Henry  IV  was  listened  to  with  the  deepest  attention.  Whilst  I 
was  undressing  the  Committee  of  the  Authors,  Ac.,  requested  to 
see  me,  and  entering,  presented  mo  with  a  I  inter  and  (as  I  after- 
wards found)  a  geld  medal  inscribed  tome!  I  thanked  them,  &c. 
M.  Hak'vy  -was  the  principal.! 

January  I'-ith.  —  (,'ajlcd  on  M.  Leduc,  who  was  in  bed  from  an 
accident;  he  gave  me  a  very  cordial  reception;  told  me  of  the 
unanimity  of  tin:  onilmsiasin  of  the  lilerary  men  hi  Paris  on  my 
acting;  gave  mellcorge  Sand's  address,  ojiito  the  r.nUnte,  wmlkib'. 
Called  on  Mr.  and  "Mrs.  io-nngion  ;  on  George  Sand. 

Went  with  Tie  l-'resne  to  call  on  Viet  or  Huge,  hi  the  I'lture  1  loyal e  : 
the  storm  obliged  our  driver  to  drive  the  carriage  under  the  colon- 


*  The  poniarcl  given  by  Louis  Philippe 

him  ta  his  dan  filter  I  leave  nan  a—  Mr.,.  Hui'siora.— i-.n. 

f  This  perfoi-mnmie  was  givco  at  "tho  request  of  the  Committee 
Society  for  the  Relief  of  DistrcsseJ  Author.;.  fur  the  beaefit  of  th. 
The  letter  of  thanks  was  as  follows : 


.dy  was  bequeathed  by 
of  the 


"Monsieur, — La  Coir 

dements.     L'oppui,  tou 

r  rot  re  grand  talent 


.;i  SiriK, 


■'  I'.tnt 


■tgftife, 


■ttC7-T-.ni],.    monii  (/«!',  ds   V 

lie,  la  inOdajlle  d'er  que  : 
rar.|MjlliTii  qui.'I'iuefuis  ™ 


ime  que  1'on  doit  &  voire  nohle 

coivime  an  fij mo i gnairc  do  cettc 
s  di:  laire  frapper  i  vctre  noni, 
avez  fait  pour  des  infortune's 

LOies,  la  leeoaiLiu^aii'.t;    qu'^  iluli,  ell    C'Jil^ernill-,  et    i<:s  liull,  ill. ■:,.-!.:!  .Jjl.-i 

istent  desormais  eutre  Its  artisti's  Anglais  et  r'l'anc-nis. 

jreez,  monsieur,  hi  nouvidle  assurance  de  iiulie  baufc  cousiji-ratioa. 

"  (SignO)     V.T.-r,i:xr.  Scr.iBE.         Victor  Hugo.         Eiignke. 

MSlesviLLE.  Dai.ton.  (President 

(Vicc-PrSsidmt.)         V.  HiLfiv*.  Viennet. 

(Fix-P/«S«snr.) 
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nn.de.  The  house,  old  and  cold,  was.  quite  a  poet's  mansion.  Tho 
sa&>M,  hung  round  anil  ceilinged  with  tapestry,  liail  large  pictures; 
it  bad  a  gloomy  air,  though  not  dark,  and  looked  like  a  poet's 
room.  Victor  Hugo  received  me  very  cordially,  and  was  most 
earnest  in  his  expressions  of  admi ration  and  respect  to  me.  I 
talked  with  several  there,  and  had  a  circle  of  the  young  men  around 
me.  I  saw  his  daughter,  who  was  pretty.  He  accompanied  me 
to  the  door  when  we  left,  and  was  most  cordial  in  his  adieax 
tome. 

January  '2Qlh, — Called  with  Simmer  on  George  Sand;  saw  her 
son  and  daughter,  a  sweet,  interesting  girl ;  talked  much  of  Shake- 
speare and  of  England;  T  liked  her  very  much.  She  said  she  would 
come  to  England,  if  I  would  act  in  London,  ihoiigh  she  disliked 
the  country  so  much.  Purchased  a  i>:r„bde  for  my  study.  Went 
to  Mrs.  Austin's  early  in  the  evening,  Mr,  Austin  was  in  the  room 
when  I  entered,  hut,  alter  salutation,  retired,  and  I  saw  him  no 
more.  M.  i'arbier  was  present,  and  he  read  part  of  his  translation 
of  '  Julius  Ciesar '  into  French  prose.  Left  them  to  go  to  the 
Ambassador's.  The  people  were  so  crammed  in  the  reception-room 
that  I  could  not  approach  Lady  Cowley,  but  almost  immediately 
the  crowd  began  to  move  into  the  theatre,  lilted  up  in  the  ball- 
room of  the  hotel  or  palace;  our  way  was  through  a  deliriously 
cool  gallery  lined  with  exotics  it  might  have  been  :l  conservatory, 
but  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect.  I  got  a  very  good  seat ;  the  ladies 
occupied  the  front  benches.  1  sat  near  Broad  wood  and  Errington, 
who  introduced  me  to  Lawrence  1'eel'.-;  son  ;  Galignani  was  also 
near  me.  The  -theatre  was  \i:v\-  prettily  arranged,  and  some  of  the 
beauty  and  plenty  of  the  pride  of  the  English  aristocracy  was 
collected  in  it.  The  prologue,  written  by  Lady  Dufferin,  and 
spoken  by  Charles  Sheridan  and  G.ivville.  was  very  smart.  The 
scandal  scene,  first  scene  of  Sir  Peter  and  Lady  Teazle,  and  the 
screen  scene  of  the  '  School  for  Scandal'  was  tho  play,  'The 
Merry  Monarch '  was  the  farce.  To  me  it  was  all  amusing.  The 
star  of  the  night,  and  really  one  to  shine  on  any  stage,  was  Miss 
McTavish,  in  Mary.  T  did  not  think  her  very  pretty  when  I  met 
her  at  dinner  at  Lrrington's,  but,  her  acting  was,  naive,  sprightly, 
arch,  simple,  and  beautiful.  Saw  Mrs.  Errington  after  the  play  ; 
saw  Pal  grave  Simpson;  also  Lord  Cowley,  to  wdiom  I  was  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Errington;  talked  some  time  with  me,  compli- 
mented mo  upon  my  success  in  Paris,  &c. 

January  21st. — Called  on  T)c  Fresno,  and,  although  with  very 
great  reluctance,  in  compliance  with  his  particular  wish,  accom- 
panied him  to  the  Conservatoire.  Heard  the  pupils  of  Sanson  go 
through  their  course  of  tlieairieaJ  instruction.  It  is  an  institution 
of  the  Government  to  train  pupils,  who  are  elected  to  the  school 
for  the  stage.  I  was  interested,  and  saw  the  inefficacy  of  the 
system  clearly;  it  was  teaching  c<,i<i:t:,,ti-i!aiiy:a — it  was  perpetuating 
the  mannerism  of  tho  French  stage,  which  is  all  mannerism 
Genius  would  be  cramped,  if  not  maimed  and  distorted,  by  such 
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a  course.  Saw  Ilalevy  there,  but  conk!  only  exchange  ai'ew  words 
with  Ijim,  as  I  was  in  haste  to  return. 

London,  January  22th. — A  Mr.  ,  a  barrister,  called  on  the 

subject  of  some  dramas  of  about  11,000  lines  each,  wliich  he  had 
made,  and  put  into  Longman's  bunds,  upon  the  reigns  of  the 
Plant  agenets,  joining  with  it  a  history  of  tile  Church  ;  I  hacked 
out  as  courteously  as  I  could. 

Newcantk,  1'Viirw.mi  1'tth. — Acted  Kanilct,  I  think,  for  the  most 
part  well,  and  to  I  he  satisfaction  and  with  the.  interest  of  the 
audience.  Certainly  my  performance  of  Hamlet  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  what  it  used  to  be,  it  is  full  of  meaning.  Called  for 
and  well  received.  In  the  first  scene  of  I  he  play,  when  I  turned 
to  ask  Horatio  again,  "What,  in  faith,  make  you  from  Wittenberg?" 
I  had,  without  any  pain  or  uncomfortable  sensation,  a  sort  of 
swimming  in  the  head  that  made  mo  feel  as  if  about  to  fall.  I 
was  at  last,  for  it  endured  some  time,  obliged  to  rest  on  Horatio's 
arm ;  it  passed  o1f,  hut  T  felt,  it  for  some  time.  Is  this  a  warning;  V 
Well,  all  in  Gods  good  time!  God  bless  my  children,  and  His 
will  he  done  ! 

Ft-brwirji  ISUi.— "Went  to  rehearsal.  Oh,  how  I  want  some 
motive  to  keep  up  my  excitement  in  this  profession  !  To  act  before 
provincial  galleries,  wiih  provincial  companies,  feeling  how  very 
few  there  are  that  do  not  look  contempt  nously  on  my  calling— to 
feel  this  when  the  power  of  vindicating  myself  as  something  better 

is  past;  to  see  a  bully  like  — —  and  »■  poor  creature  like hold 

in  honour!     0  Cod,  what  is  this  world  for? 

luhruary  YJ/h.-  Acted  Yiighdus  very  fairly,  thanks  to  my  light 
dinner.  Called  for.  JL  very  thing  hero  makes  me  reflect.  I  sec  a 
life  gone  in  an  unworthy,  an  unvc'iuiting  pursuit.  Great  energy, 
great  power  of  mind,  anibiiioii,  anil  activity  that,  with  direction, 
might  have  done  anything,  now  made  into  a  player  ! 

I''i:bi-nar>j  -O'A, — 'Made  an   extract  of  some   lines  upon 'Richard 

II.,'  and  an  autograph  for  Margaret  E .     That,  play  lives  in  her 

mind,  so  does  it  in  mine,  when  I,  the  first  who  ever  acted  it  since 
the  time  of  Shakespeare,  produced  it  here.  She  was  a  girl  then, 
and  I  not  more  than  a  hoy,  with  no  power  to  seo  the  course  before 
me.no  hand  to  point  it  out,  no  mind  to  direct  me— my  talent, 
energy,  and  youthful  activity  a  mere  trading  property  in  the 
hands  of  a  sordid  possessor.     Alas  !  Alas ! 

Acted  Shy  lock  very  nasal  Isl'ael.Orily,  some  i.ii  lies  feebly;  but  the 
whole  play  was  so  bad,  I  am  not  able  to  tell  how  much  of  the 
dulness  is  chargeable  to  inc.     Still  I  was  not  good. 

March  3rd. — On  this  day  i  enter  on  my  titty-third  year. 

&h?t]li'!d.  March  7jtk. —  Acted  Hamlet  pretty  well,  taking  the 
company,  &c,  into  account.  Called  for.  What  a  farce  has  this 
absurd  usage  new  become! 

March  ()(/,.— Il.icheheu.     1th.— Othello. 

8th. — Saw  a  Mr.  Brownell,  who,  under  the  remembered 

name  of  Fen/on,  had  been  a  player  in  my  father's  theatres  when  1 
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first  came  on  public  life.  He  is  now  eighty,  looking  really  more 
healthy  than  he  d;d  Ihirtv-uvo  years  ago;"  lie  spoke  of  his  son,  now 
a  player  in  Australia.  I  was  glad  to  see  the  old  man.  Went  to 
St.  Paul's  Church  ;  inquiring  at  the  sexton's  liou.se,  the  woman  paid 
when  I  told  her  T  wauled  to  go  into  the  church,  "  Mr.  Macready, 
is  it  notV"  I  told  her  "  Yes,''  and  she  would  go  with  me.  She  told 
rae  the  letters  on  my  Missed  mother's  slab  wai.ted  deepening, 
which  I  expected,  and  went  to  speak  about.  I  stood  over  her 
remains,  and  the  lines  that  record  her  ago  ami  death.  My  heart 
has  ever,  ever  loved  her;  had  she  lived,  my  late  might  have  been 
different.  How  well  do  I  remember  her,  in  life,  in  joy,  in  sorrow, 
and  in  her  maternal  love  ;  and  in  death,  so  sweet  and  placid— how 
well  do  I  recollect  kissing  Hint  marble  forehead  as  she  lay  in  her 
serene  ethereal  sleep!     O  God,  bless  her  beloved  spirit! 

March  1')th. — Some  grave  and  melancholy  thoughts  occupied  my 
mind  in  thinking  of  the  deep  grief  dial  several,  indeed  all  the  elder, 
of  my  beloved  children  will  1'eel  in  my  death,  from  seeing  the 
servants  of  the  adjoining  limiso  gathering  tiowers  and  sprigs  from 
the  garden,  evidently  to  strew  the  corpse  of  their  master,  which  is 
to  be  buried  to-day.  T  know  what  my  wife  and  sister  will  feel  if 
they  should  survive  me,  but  my  children's  will  be  a  long  sorrow, 
and  they  have  a  life  to  begin.     Cod  biess  and  protect  them  ! 

Went  to  town  in  eab  ;  rehearsed.  Mr.  Sloan,  manager  of  the 
Queen's  Theatre  in  Manchester,  came  to  speak  to  me  ;  lie  was 
urgent  that  I  should  play  with  him,  and  agreed  to  my  terms,  viz., 
to  insure  my  moiety  of' each  house,  .CM  at  least,  for  eleven  nights. 
I  could  not  refuse  this  offer,  but  said  T  would  write  my  answer. 
I  do  not  wish  him  to  make  a  sacrifice.  Letter  from  Calcraft, 
wanting  me  for  Dublin. 

Acted  Macbeth  with  great  pains,  and  as  well  as  i  could  against 
such  dreadful  accompaniments. 

March  llth.— Hhylock.     12ih.— Virginian. 

March  14th. — "Walked  into  town,  quite  luxuriating  in  the  sharp 
fine  morning.  Went  to  the  sexton  of  the  church,  and  with  him  to 
my  blessed  mother's  grave  ;  lie  had  done  much  more  than  half  of 
the  inscription,  ami  reii'iered  the  letters  sharp,  deep,  and  clear;  he 
promised  to  try  to  finish  it  before  the  afternoon.  Found  Mr.  Hall 
at  the  theatre,  who  accompanied  me  to  Hat  ton's,  where  I  saw  the 
interesting  process  of  electric  and  magnetic  plating,  the  voltaic, 
battery  and  the  magnetic.  Where  are  the  wonders  of  science  to 
cease?  Saw  the  cut;  in;:  of  forks,  spoons,  ,Ve.  Returned  to  theatre. 
Mr,  Hall  gave  me  a  pair  of  scissors  for  Catherine.     .Rehearsed, 

Called  at  the  church  acaiu.  and  saw  Rocket t,  the  sexton;  he  had 
nearly  finished  the  inscription  on  joy  beloved  mother's  grave.  My 
heart  blessed  her,  and  prayed  to  God  for  support  and  comfort  in 
taking  my  leave  other.     Walked  home. 

Bead  over,  despite  of  slumber,  my  part  of  Tinitns;  dined  very 
moderately.  Acted.  Spoke  with  Mr.  Roberts  on  the  business  of 
money,  he' remitting  £150  for  me  to  Ennsom's.    Seeing  the  snow 
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falling  heavily  as  I  went  1  r>  tin:  t heal  re,  T  said.  "  How  can  one  help 
being  superstitious?  lor  whenever  T  have  anticipated  my  money  the 
house  has  been  bad.''  T  aniieipated  to-night :  the  house  was  good. 
We  should  work,  luiiI  leave  the  event,  contentedly  to  Providence. 

London,  March  litth. — Heard  the  news  of  poor  dear  old  Miss 
Linwood's  death,  at  a  very  advanced  age;  I  had  a  very  great 
respect  and  regard  for  her,  dear  old  lady.  She  was  very  kind 
and  attentive  to  my  sisters  after  their  leaving  her  school,  and 
very  cordial  in  her  al  lent  ions  to  me. 

March  22nd. — Called  on  Forster,  with  whom  I  met  Willmott. 
Fox  came  in,  and  we  had  a  long  and  regular  discussion  on  the 
project  of  a  new  theatre.  It  was  proposed  and  considered  by  all, 
us  looking  like  a,  feasible  arrangement.,  to  build  one  by  means  of 
a  Joint  Stock  Company.  Willmott  was  commissioned  to  make 
inquiries  about  the  ground  in  Leicester  Square,  and  obtain  par~ 
tieuiars. 

Manchester,  M'trcti  2\ilh. — Acted  Cardinal  liicliclieu,  I  think,  very 
well.  Called  for  ;  but  this  becomes  really  nonsense.  Read  the 
newspaper.  Kxa  mined  my  pro-pi.e.ts.  i.  iiirawc  that,  as  I  cannot 
go  to  Dublin  at  the  other  [>sirt  of  the  year,  it  is  of  importance  that 
I  should  have  an  engagement  in  London,  for  means. 

March  2{>tli. —  Acted  Othello,  really  striving,  labouring  to  act  it- 
well;  partially,  .!  think  1  succeeded  ;  but  l.he  hi  hour  is  very  great 
when  I  turn  to  think  I  hat,  with  my  rehearsals,  which  to  me  are 
careful,  watchful,  and  fatiguing  businesses,  and  dressing  and  acting, 
Sec.,  I  employ  at  least  nine  hours  a  day  in  I  he  theatre  in  labour,  to 
say  nothing  of  my  writing,  reading-,  and  thinking  on  my  business 
elsewhere.  My  money  is  not  got  without  some  equivalent  of  toil. 
Thank  God  that  I  can  work  for  it:  (Jailed  for,  but  the  audience 
seemed  to  me  cold  and  diflieult  to  excite,  very  different  from  those 
who  used  to  assemble  in  the  old  theatre — it  may  be  raised  prices 
depress  their  spirits. 

March  21!k.  —  Acted  Werner  wry  fairly.  Called  for  (Irashl), 
Spoke  in  gentle  rebuke  and  kind  expostulation  to  Mr.  G-.  V.  Brooke. 

March  ■iti.'.'i. — Was  kept  long  awake  hist  night  in  thinking  on 
what  the  thought.-,  sensations,  and  actions  of  the  convict  Tawell 
must  he  during  such  a  night.  What  a  lottery  is  this  world,  and 
what  a  miserable  race  of  beings  are  crawling  over  it '!  What  is  our 
mission  here  ? 

My  uncertainty  as  to  my  future  means  will  net  allow  me  to  bo 
happy.  I  ought — 1  ought  to  be— a  man  of  good  fortune  now, 
and  what  am  I  '!  What  would  illness  make  me,  or  any  reverse '! 
0  God,  befriend  and  support  me  1 

Acted  The  Stranger  but  indifferently.  It  was  a  great  mistake 
of  the  manager  io  perform  it.  but  he  was  resolule  upon  it. 

March  31s(. — Acted  Macbeth  with  la'nour,  and  with  much  an- 
noyance from  the  inellieiency  of  my  fi;iiuliorattitrs.  Called  for — a 
custom  which  is  no  longer  a  compliment. 

April  1st, — liicliclieu.    2nd — Virgiaius. 
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April  3rd.— Called  at  Messrs.  Irwin  and  Chester's,  architects 
of  the  new  theatre,  and  from  their  office  to  the  theatre,  where 
I  found  Mr.  Chester,  a  very  courteous,  obliging,  intelligent  man, 
who  showed  me  lire  plans,  and  went  with  mo  into  the  building. 
It  interested  mo  Tory  much  ;  in  reference  to  our  hope  of  some- 
thing similar  in  London. 

Ajii-il  it-'i.  —  lYutus.      b!h. — Shylock. 

Mannhtder  to  Curl/:/,:,  April  iU/i. At,  a  very  early  hour  reached 

the  railway  station,  and  sat  to  await  the  mail  train  for  Lancaster  ; 
found  Mr.  Uycler  in  the  carriage.  1'Sreak  lasted  at.  Ila-]i[,astcr, and 
just  got  a  view  of  the  Castle,  which  1  always  look  at  with  a  pecu- 
liarly painful  interest,  us  the  plaee  of  my  unlucky  lather's  confine- 
ment (for  debt),  when  the  cares  of  life  were  first  devolved  on  me. 
Left  by  mail  coach  with  three  other  inside  passengers,  one  of  whom 
in  the  course  of  conversation  asked  it"  lie  was  not.  in  company  of 
Mr.  Macready,  and  learning  that  it,  was  so,  was  very  complimen- 
tary in  his  expressions  of  satisfaction.  On  my  neighbour  awaking 
he  introduced  my  name  to  him,  and  he  very  cordially  declared 
hint  self  an  acquaintance  of  my  father.  "We  chatted  through  the 
morning,  and  on  reaching  Carlisle  and  separating,  he  gave  me  his 
card:  the  Lord  l.'revost  of  Glasgow.  On  reaching  the  Collco-houso 
hotel,  llaly,  the  manager,  called,  and  I  settled  with  him  my  visit 
to  this  place,  to  Whitehaven,  &c.  "Wrote  a  letter  to  my  dear 
Catherine,  and  spent  a  drowsy  afternoon,  after  arranging  my 
accounts,  &c.     Went  early  to  bed. 

Glasgow,  April  9th.— Othello.    10i/i.— Werner.    12th.— Richelieu. 

April  14(/».— Acted  Macbeth  as  well  as  I  could,  with  the  draw- 
backs of  very  bad  assistants.  Called  for  and  well  received.  My 
old  school-fellow,  Monteith,  of  Cioseburn,  Dumfries,  came  into 
my  room  and  sat:  with  tee  a  little  time.  I  was  so  glad  to  see  him, 
to  call  back  the  days  of  boyhood  again. 

April  15  th.— Virginius. 

17(/i. — Inclosed  Mr.  Milnes*  letter  to  Mr.  R.  Monteith,  of 

Carstairs,  which  new  I  have  no  pro-pt  ct  of  delivering.  Wrote  to 
my  beloved  sisl.ee  Lei  inn,  of  whose  health  I  have  great  fear.  God 
spare  and  bless  her  J  Wrote  to  Catherine,  inclosing  a  cheque  for 
week's  expenses.  Mr,  Ryder  called  and  gave  me  the  news  from 
Edinburgh,  where  he  believes  there  is  a  very  considerable  desire 
to  see  me. 

April  18*/).— Hamlet. 

19th. — Still  weary;  indeed  almost  worn  out.     A  petition 

from  Mr.  Iteynohlson,  a  man  T  never  saw  in  my  life  ;  but  it  is  usual 
to  make  applications  to  me,  I  am  so  rich !  God  help  me  I  I 
might  be,  had  I  retained  all  I  have  given,  and  I  should  bo  ;  but  I 
do  not  say  this  in  repentance  of  wiiat  1  have  given  — not  at  all; 
only  I  could  wisli  not.  te  be  annoyed  now  with  importunity  when 
really  I  cannot  afford  to  give. 

i^aw  Alison  ('  History  of  the  French  Revolution ').  I  liked  him 
very  much.     He  said  several  striking  thing*.     Acted  Macbeth. 
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April  21st— Fichelieu. 

Glimyfiw  to  C«r/i>!e,  April  21nd.  -  lioso  in  good  time,  though  with 
abated  spirits,  to  finish  who!,  remained  of  packing,  and  prepare  for 
my  depart  lire.  The  result  of  ibis  '..■iicvii^ouient  has  a  "little  dashed 
my  spirits,  ;"  it  is  quite  clear  that  I  am  never  to  limit  for  the  chance 
of  great  succors.  J  must  bo  content  to  realise  the  prospect,  that 
my  doubtful  hope  presents,  of  securing  enough  to  retire  with 
comfort  to  America,  for  1  cannot,  that  is  very  plain,  expect  to  live 
— if  I  live— in  England.  I  am  however  most  thankful,  truly 
thankful,  in  my  individual  person,  for  myself;  but  these  things 
keep  alive  my  fears  and  distrust. 

Obliged  to  stay  :ili  night  in  Carlisle.  Read  newspaper,  Walked 
in  the  town,  over  the  bridge,  enjoying  the  heavy  mass  of  shadow 
in  which  the  old  castle  lay,  the  distant  cathedral,  the  Eden,  and 
the  gorgeous  red  moon  that  rose  in  full  rod  glory  t.o  the  left  like 
a  lamp  above  the  dusky  city.  Old  times  and  old  feelings— the 
tiaics  and  feelings  of  yonl-h— came  back  upon  me. 

Whitehaven,  April  S-i:d. — Came  away  by  coach  to  Whitehaven. 
I  iove  the  scenery  of  this  country  :  the  nmiinlaiiis  and  the  sea  are 
always  to  me  full  of  delight.  Ucached  Whitehaven.  Mr.  Daly  met 
me,  and  gave  me  promise  of  a  good  house.  Found  at  the  inn, 
the  Black  Lion — an  old-fashioned  country  inn— my  letters  from 
Catherine,  Letitia,  Forster,  Jfiss  Martineau. 

Acted  Hamlet  with  considerable  pains,  but  the  set  around  me 
wore  enough  to  paralyse  inspiration, 

April  21  (".- -Walked  on  the  hill  to  the  left  of  the  town  over- 
looking the  harbour  mid  the  sea.  There  is  an  excitement  in  the 
town  consequent  on  the  expected  arrival  of  a  new  steamboat,  to 
welcome  which  numbers  are  crowding  down  to  the  outer  pier.  I 
enjoyed  in  quickened  spirits  tlic  fresh  air  of  the  morning.  What 
an  excitable,  susceptible,  unhappy  being  T  am!  yet  not  disposed 
to  he  so,  but  I  have  made  myself  so.  Mr.  l>aly  brought  me  the 
return  of  last  night.  I  gave  the  whole  to  him  ;  he  said  it  was  too 
much,  more  than  tie  had  saeriiiced.  I  gave  it  to  him,  I  thought  it 
right.  Acted  Shy  lock  as  well  an  1  could  to  a  very,  very  wretched 
house. 

April  25th.— Bichelieu. 

lielfast,  April  2<it!t  —  Werner.  30th.—  Yirginins.  May  1st. — 
'Richelieu.     2nd.-  -Macbeth. 

Ditmfrlr.K  May  t)'h.   -Hamlet      [\f!,.— Sliylock.      1th.      Richelieu. 

Carlisle,  M'.iy  S'.h.—A  transit  of  Mercury  over  the  sun.  A 
transit  of  my  imh:eky  self  from  Dumfries  to  Carlisle,  from  one 
miserably  paying  town  to  another ! 

Walked  with  Mr.  h'yder  round  the  Castle.  Acted  Shy  lock  well 
to  a  very  bad  house,  which  vexed  me  a  little.  Very  much  tired, 
Bead  Punch.     Shylock. 

May  9th.— Kichelieu. 

London,  May  14 ih.~-  Culled  for  (.'olden;  went  to  the  Graphic 
Society.    Met,  Un win,  fc-toiie,  flabbage,  lirockedon,  Scharf,G.  Ward, 
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Knight,  T.  Laud s<!<rr,  Ac.     Wont  with  Golden  to  Horace  Twiss's, 
Saw  Gurwoods,,  Sir  E.  li.  Lytton,  Hiss  Hemes,  Mrs.  M.  Gibson, 

Mrs.  Kitchener,  Blanche,  &c. 

May  17(A.— Went  to  Babbago's.  San-  D.  Golden  and  his  friend 
Miss  Hemes,  the  younger,  her  cousin  and  her  husband,  Howarths, 
Mrs.  M.  Gibson,  Harness,  S.  ,Tf.:rvis=.  A  lady  accosted  me,  and 
asked  me  alter  our  mutual  friend  Dickens.  I  did  not  know  her; 
returning  homo,  it  suddenly  oee n rred  to  me  it  was  Miss  Coutts. 
She  hoped  "oer  aiiq-eaintiinee  might  not  terminate  here."  Met 
Sir  It.  t'omyn  below,  and  liulwcr  on  the  stairs. 

May  24th. —  The  riolanos,  the  Chisholm,  M.  Itegnier,  Baroness 
Eicht'hal,  Mrs.  Jameson,  Trnugliton.Maediso,  and  T-iUy  dined  with  us. 

May  2-Sth. — Mr,  Sogers,  Emerson  Tenneiit,  Tennyson,  D'Eyncourf, 
Sir  Do  Lacy  Evans,  Mir  John  Wilson,  Lasi  lake,  J'dwin  Landseer, 
Monckton  Milnes,  Dr.  Quin,  and  1),  Golden  came  to  dinner.  Inlhe 
evening  several  cairn: ;  T'il-zgerrilds,  the.  Chisholm.  Mrs,  Kitchener, 
Mrs.  and  Missis  Srone,  Kiaiuljirl,  Miss  M.  llav.es.  Baroness  Eicb- 
thal,  Babbage,  Goldsands,  lYooicrt;.  TVouiJilon,  Mrs.  E.  Tennent 
and  Mulhollands,  Ilowarths,  Horace  Twisscs,  Mrs.  M.  Gibson, 
Mrs.  Duncan  Stewart.,  Miss  Ki^n-.i,  -Miss  Moore,  &e. 

May  'l!lh.— Golden  came  and  went  with  (''at  lie  vine  and  self  to 
take  up  Begnier  on  our  way  to  Greenwich  ;  the  streets  were 
crowded  with  carriages  and  spectiitorn  attracted  by  the  Queen's 
drawing-room.  Went  in  carriage  to  Greenwich.  I'roni  the  Trafal- 
gar Hotel  wont  to  the  Hospital ;  showed  M.  hegnier  the  ball,  chapel, 
wards;  we  then  went  into  the  }im-k  and  enjoyed  the  view  from  the 
top  of  the  bill.  The  Twissos.  rit^aoialds,  Sia.nlicld,  and  Bolster 
tamo  to  dine  with  us.      Rebelled  home  about  twelve  o'clock. 

Birmingham,  May  30th.— Hamlet. 

Norwich,  June  2nd. — Hamlet,      Zr>l. — Uichelieit.      Bill.  — Macbeth. 

Bi'nnintjhim,  June  ii  th.-  Macbeth.  UHh.— liichelieu.  11th.— 
Virginias.      12th. — Brutus.     Y,',lh. — Lear. 

Wurrj-stcr,  June  V.th-   Hamlet.      17th.— Shylock. 

London,  June  2h;f,  -Went  io  Babiinge's,  -aw  Begets,  Brockedon, 
LyelJ,  Herries,  Poole,  R  Temiciitu,' Procters,  Ac,  Miss  Contts. 

July  2nd.— Catherine  and  Willie  both  unwell.  Catherine  could 
not  accompany  me  to  the  Twi.sses,  where  f  dined  and  met  Bing- 
ham Baring,  Sir  W.nnd  lady  Moles  worth,  i'ciohorton  Leigh,  Lady 
Morgan,  Lord  Strangford.  Lord  Granville  Somerset,  and  Baron 
Alderson.  In  the  evening  I  saw  the  Misses  "II  ink.-,  Mrs.  J.Delane, 
Mrs.  Kitchener,  the  C.'hishobo,  Ac.  Mrs.  ALel,  the'Mi.ss  Balcombo 
of  St.  Helena,  when  Napoleon  was  there ;  Sir  E.  Bulwer  Lytton, 
Disraeli,  Ac. 

July  3rd. — Brewster  eailod  to  cut  my  hair;  he  told  mo  the 
tradesmen  could  not  get  paid  in  London,  for  all  th©  money  was 
employed  in  railroads.  Went  to  Lady  Gohlsmid's;  saw  the  Broeke- 
dons,  Hart,  Sir  If,  Westtnacott,  Ayrton,  Llliotson,  Mrs.  Procter, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates,  Ae.    The  rooms  were  magnificent. 

July  4th. — London  to  Boss. 


Hcsled  by  GOOgk 


570  Maerendy's  Diarlet.  1845. 

JuhjUth. — Went  to  Monmouth  in  chaise.  From  Monmouth  to 
The  Hendre,  where  wo  were  received  by  John  "J'nlls,  &c,  Edward 
and  his  wife,  and  other  guests.    Walked  in  tkc  garden. 

Jti?i/  7 (A.-  ■Went  f  i>  Monmouth.  Saw  the  castle  whore  Henry  V. 
was  born.  Proceeded  to  T'intei'is.  The  drive  silong  the  banks  of 
the  Wye  was  beautiful.  The  river  was  unluckily  discoloured  by 
the/res.'i  which  the  ruins  had  brought  down  ;  but  the  hills,  fields, 
and  trees  were  beautiful.  Passed  the  hill,  on  which  is  a  maypole, 
where  the  custom  is  si  ill  preserved  of  dancing  round  it,  on  the 
first  of  May.  Went  to  the  Wynd  ('lift',  and  from  the  summit 
enjoyed  one  of  the  most  e\tcn>ive  prospects  in  England. 

July  10!h. — Went  in  carriage  to  Monmouth  with  the  whole  party. 
Purchased  tickets,  called  on  liraham  at  the  inn,  saw  him,  now  old 
"LSraham,  little  changed  except  in  years;  he  was  glad  to  see  me. 
We  talked,  of  course,  of  theatres,  ami  he  tohl  me  the  price  of  the  St. 
James's.  I  saw  his  sons.  Went  to  hi*  concert ;  heard  him. sing;  with 
all  the  energy  of  his  inaiurit.y  ;  a  slight  deficency  observable  in  his 
enunciation,  which  is  not  always  quite  clear. 

Colchester,  July  14,'/,. — Hamlet.     1 5 th. — Richelieu. 

^smich,  Jt'Ji/  Wtii;  -ilamlet.  Hi'/.-  Richelieu. 
■ndon,  July  '.VM.h. — I  lined  with  Iiord  Lansdowiio;  met  Mrs, 
Norton,  Charles  Culler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milniiu:,  liulwer  Lytton,  Sir 
James  Kay  Shuttle  worth,  Ac.  The  conversation  turned  much  upon 
America,  and  I  liked  the  people  I  met.  I  was  glad  that  I  went 
there.     What.  luxury ;   what  elegance  1   what  wealth  of  art ! 

Kinllnriie,  AiujuU  i''i. — Walked  on  the  beach  with  Iho  boys, 
enjoying  the  fresh  strong  breeze  and  the  playfulness  of  my  dear 
little  fellows.  The  morning  was  consumed  wilh  verses  and  Greek; 
and  in  lessons  of  It  a)  inn  mid  r.'rench  to  Nina  and  Katie. 

Walked  out  with  Catherine  to  Sea  House;  purchased  book  for 
Willie;  walked  on  to  top  of  hill  ami  down  to  .Hast bourne.  In  the 
evening  read  with  the  children  Wordsworth  and  Thomson,  liead 
in  Blosam's  '  Gothic  Architecture.' 

To  St.  Heller's,  Aivjv.fl  fit),.— To  F.  Reynolds.     lUh.— Macbeth. 

Auguti  11th.  ■  Continued  my  reading  of  Pope,  with  the  intention 
of  preparing  an  edition  ter  niv  dear  children. 

August  im.— Othello. 

— loth. — Acted  Hamlet  with  ease,  hut  I  think  I  did  not 

begin  it  with  the  requisite  earnestness  and  reality,  and  that  the 
earlier  part  was  deficient  in  energy.  In  tiie  play  and  closet  scene 
I  thought  myself  u:ry  suecessful  ;  1"  used  the  night  as  one  of  study, 
and  took  great  pains  ;  but  oh .  wh.it  pains  are  not  required  to  arrive 
at  anything  like  a  satisfactory  performance  of  one  of  Shakespeare'.-. 
characters  1 

Xt,ut!„urq,i:;»,  Aujuti  IS',;.— Hamlet. 

Xt";ii'-f'jrd,A>j.:j!!>t  2'lrul.  ■  Looked  at  subjects  for  si  letter  to  Nina, 
and  marked  Pope.  I  never  considered  before  how  little  he  wrote 
to  make  so  great  a  reputation,  and  how  tender  he  was  of  it.  Look 
at  authors,  and  then  revile  the  poor  pisiyer— the  insect  of  an  hour 
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— for  his  unhappiness  at  the   obscuration   of  his  little   fame! 

Acted  Cardinal   bichelieu  indifferently  ;  bafllcd,  plagued,  and  put 
out  by  the  people. 

l;Uii".:r:.vah.  A"<//ist  23.. d  —  1  f anile t. 

Yarmouth,  August  'I'lth.— Hamlet.  'Ziith.— llichelieu.  28(/).~ 
Macbeth. 

Xoruu-Ii,  Avyvt  i'j'.h.— Tiichelieu.  SO' A.— V.  ernor. 
London,  September  Is/.  — 1'orster  informed  mo  that  Messrs. 
Jiradbury  and  Evans  promised  to  print  my  expurgated  Pope's 
works  .for  me,  hut.  added  that,  ii"  T  would  put  a  preface  to  it, 
they  would  publish  it  and  Stmkespoare,  Milton,  and  Dryden  on 
the  same  plan,  at  their  own  risk,  giving  me  a  share  of  the  profits. 
"I  was  pleased  with  the  idea. 

Birmingham,  h>/>htitUr  ~-t!<- ■' Stranger.' 

Mrmitujhtim-  to  i.iviiyct.l,  &>pt;-mi;cr  IM.—I'tnse  very  early  to  •ret 
mv  bath  and  start,  from  the  radway  at  six  o'clock,  which  I  did,  for 
Liverpool.  On  my  way  I  read  over  attentively  liowdler's  version 
of  '  Othello,'  with  which  T  was  (of  course,  having  to  do  another) 
not  satisfied- unnecessary  omissions,  and  improper  passages,  I 
thought,  continued  :  but  I  may  be  as  wrong  as  1  suppose  him. 

lAu'-rpo'J,  >:pUit,be.r  1th.--  Finished  the  extraction  of  coarso 
passages  and  expressions  from  'Othello,'  and  began  the  copy  for 
the  printers. 

S'-'/dtrnUr  8th.— It  has  occurred  lo  me.  and  is  an  idea  that  I 
am  disposed  to  adopt  as  a  theory,  that  it  is  suilicieiitly  improbable 
to  bo  spoken  of  in  common  parlance  as  mi  impossibility  that  any 
educated  woman  or  rather,  .1  should  say,  any  fashionably  edu- 
cated woman— any  one  brought  up  with  an  express  view  to  figure 
in  society— can  ever  become  a  greater  good  tragic  actress.  All 
they  are' taught  for  their  own  particular  rt'i/i:  goes  to  extinguish 
the  materials  out  of  which  an  act  cess  is  formed  -acquaintance  with 
the  prions—  the  feelings  coalmen  to  all,  and  indulged  and  expressed 
with  comparative  freedom  in  a  poorer  condition  of  life,  but  subju- 
gated, restrained,  and  concealed  by  hi-h-bred  persons. 

$.-ptvthl»:r  dth—  Richelieu.  10'/;.— Macbeth.  1  If/).— "Virginias. 
Wit      Lear.      Udh.  -Macbeth.     V.Uh.-   -Richelieu,     llt-h.— Lear. 

September  18fA.-  -Looked  over— what  I  could  not.  read— a  play  on 
Catiline.  Siirelv  he  lias  paid  the  penalty  of  his  conspiracy  and  all 
other  offences  in  what  he  has  endured  from  authors-— Croly  has 
dealt  with  him,  &c. 

Acted  Brutus  very  unsatisfactorily;  T  really  strove,  was  often, 
not  always,  self- possessed,  but  did  not  seem  ai  all  in  possession  ofthe 
audience  1  thought  that  my  own  animation  contrasted  with  the 
tameness  ofthe  Cassias,  except  in  the  quarrel  scene,  when  he  was 
very  energetic;  but  the  house  did  not  seem  to  give  me  their 
sympathy. 

'  >;.,,t<:ii,!.n.rlf;)th.-  -Hamlet. 
London    Sipfembrr  Hit.!'';.— A  newspaper  from  America,  directed 
by  Charles  Sumner,  which  I  joyfully  opened ;  to  be  struck  down 
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with  anguish  in  reading  at  tlic  head  of  a  column  "Fnnernl  of  Mr. 
Justict  Story."  Thut  great  ami  good,  man — that  dear  and  levered 
and  inestimable  friend— is  taken  from  us  \  God's  will  be  done  !  But 
how  the  cords  that  bind  us  to  life  are  rapidly  loosening — one  is 
here  snapped. 

Wrote  to  Charles  Sumner  on  dear  Judge  Story's  death  —  Vale! 
A'ltira  ii.He.di  el  rt.wr.wl.'; — v.ih-   vale,! 

Leicester,  September  30th. — Hamlet. 

October  1st. — Palled  on  Thomas  ami  Colin  Macauluy.  Saw  both, 
and.  old  Mrs.  M.  They  were  glad  to  see  me.  Acted  Cardinal 
Richelieu  tolerably  wt.-lt ;   obliged  to  go  on  to  the  audience. 

October  3rd. — Macbeth. 

London,  October  13th. — Acted  Hamlet  fairly,  hut  my  strength 
failed  me,  though  not,  I  think,  to  be  perceived,  in  tiie  closet  scene. 
The  reception  which  the  audience  gave  mc  was  something  quite 
of  itself;  the  only  instance  to  which  if  can  beat  ail  likened,  though 
in  a  smaller  theatre,  was  my  last  night,  at  Druvy  Lane,  which  was 
awful.  But  this,  both  at  the  entrance  and  upon  the  call,  was 
quite  a  l.hinj;  by  itself.     Madjo.v  came  and  thanked  me.* 

October  Villi.  -  -Dined  with  Horace  Twiss  ;  met  Mrs.  Milner 
Gibson,  the  Holmes,  .Tolin  Dclanes,  Fo]il>Iani|tie,  Clayton,  Mrs. 
Kitchener,  the  Chishohn.     Spent  a  very  agreeable  day. 

John  Delane  told  me  that  during  the  last  fortnight  they  had 
received  at  The  Times  office  an  average  of  about  a  dozen  letters 
per  diem  relative  lo  my  return  to  London. 

October  l'Jtii. — Forster  came  m  to  tea,  and  informed  us  that 
l?rai:lhury  and  Fvaus.  with  l'axtnn,  Duke  of  .Devonshire's  asient, 
and  another  capitalist,  a  liirmingliam  man,  had  agreed  on  starting 
a.  daily  paper  en  a  vi-ry  largo  s.caie.  mid  that  Dickens  was  to  he 
at  the  head  of  it.  Forster  was  to  have  some  share  in  it,  and  it 
was  instantly  to  be  got  info  train  for  starting.  I  heard  the  news 
with  a  sort  of  dismay,  not  feeling  myself,  nor  seeing  in  others,  the 
want  of  such  a  thing.  I  fear  the  means  mid  chances  have  not 
been  well  enough  considered.  1  hope  and  pray  all  may  go  well 
with  and  for  them.  * 

October  21sf.— Fox,  Dickens,  Maclise,  Stanfield,  Douglas  Jerrold, 
Forster,  Mark  Lemon,  Z.  Trough  ton,  and  Leech  dined,  with  us. 

October  2iitii. — forster  came  til  dinner;  he  urged  upon  me  giving 
permission  t  J  my  family  to  see  me  act.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  have 
a  feeling  about  their  seeing  mo  as  a  player.     Perhaps  T  am  wrong. 

October  28th.-  —  Brewster  called  a.bont  eiy  wigs,  &a.  Murray  called 
and  expressed  himself  very  anxious  to  make  an  engagement  with 
ine  for  Edinburgh;  we  made  one,  11m  first  fori  night  in  March: 
terms,  share  nino  nights  after  £20,  divide  equally  the  three  host, 
twelve  in  all. 
Head  over  again  the  play  of  '  The  King  of  the  Commons,'  liked 
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it  much  on  second  perusal.  Wroto  at  length  to  White*  upon 
both.  Heard  the  children  read  and  play,  itead  'Othello,'  and 
looked  over '  King  Lear.' 

November  lath. — Went  to  the  amateur  play  at  tlie  St.  James's 
Theatre.  As  an  amateur  performance  it  is  exceedingly  good  ;  but 
this  commendation  is  held  of  no  account  with  tlio  actors,  and  they 
desire  to  lie  judged  on  positive  grounds.  Judged  therefore  by 
the  poet  and  by  the  art,  by  what  the  one  affords  the  opportunity 
of  being  done,  ami  what  the  other  enables  the  actor  to  do,  the 
perform  an  cc  would  not  bo  endured  from  ordinary,  or  rather 
regular  actors  by  a  paying  audience.  They  seem  to  me  to  bo 
under  a  perfect  delusion  as  to  their  degrees  of  skill  and  power  in 
this  art,  of  which  they  do  not  know  what  may  ho  called  the  very 


Ncivumb'r  With. — ("'idled  on  Cani|.iLeiJ.  saw  the  Siddons  statue. 
He  wanted  £500.  I  told  him  I  could  not  say  anything  to  that, 
hut  that  I  wo  id  i.l  be  responsible  Cor  the  iE-IO'i,  iind  if  I  could  get 
him  more  I  would.  Ho  was  sat  if  lied.  Called  on  II  olio  way,  and 
ordered  a  framed  print  of  sell'  for  Calcraft.  Went,  to  Smith's  for 
almanacs.  Culled  on  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Ohilsy,  on.lobn  throb,  on  Lady 
JSlessingtnn  :  heard  from  the  servant  of  Lady  Canterbury's  death. 
Sir  G-.  and  Miss  liurgoyne  ca'led  and  sat  a  little  while.  White 
dined  with  us,  and  after  dinner  I  went  over  the  subject  of  his 
'Feudal  Times,' unsparingly  laying  open  to  him  the  defects  of 
his  plan,  and  discussing  the  subject  thoroughly. 

Ziovmibzr  l'Jlh. — Lear, 

21st. — Acted  Hamlet  as  well,  or  better,  than  I  ever 

did.    Was  called  for  and  enthusiastically  received ;  and  thus  ends 
this  brilliant  engagement 

Dublin,  NoinmUr  2i.th.-~  Hamlet.  Wt.h.—  Othello.  27th.— 
Werner.     20th. — J  .ear.      Ikcnmh'-r  1st..—  Macbeth.     2nd. — Hamlet. 

December  3rd.— Acted  "Virginias,  in  my  own  opinion,  remarkably 
well.  The  house  was  not  good,  as  T  hail  anticipated  ;  theaudionce 
very  unlike  the  old  fervent  tumultuous  Dublin  audience,  but  they 
were",  I  think,  moved.  I  think  I  never  acted  the  part  so  decidedly 
from  strong  instantaneous  feeling.  The  thought  of  jiiy  own  dear 
child  was  often  present  to  mo,  and  more  than  once  the  tears 
streamed  down  my  cheeks.  After  the  play  sent  for  Mrs.  Teman, 
and  asked  to  see  her  little  gifted  girl,  wdio,  I  saw,  was  in  the 
theatre — a,  very  sweet  child. 

December  ith—  Lear,  ('.(/o— "Richelieu.  $/.!:.--  Virginius.  9lh  — 
Macbeth.  I  Oth.— Werner,  lltk.— Bichelieu.  12^.—' Stranger.' 
13'/;.— Macbeth.     1 5  th.-~  Brutus. 

Belfast,  December  17 th.  —  Werner.  18 ih.—  Virgin i us.  19(A.  — 
'  Stranger.' 

Belfast  to  DuliJh:,  Ifrs.mhr.r  20th.— Hamlet. 

London,  Decemh-r  ?,1  .■/.—The  year  ends.  I  am  another  step  nearer 

to  my  grave;  many  friends  in  this  year  have  gone  before  me. 

*  Rev.  James  White,  of  Bonchurch,  Isle  of  Wight.— Ed. 
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Many  mercies  of  God  have  been  vouchsafed  to  me  ;  my  heart 
bows  down  with  gratil  ude  \\n-  wliai'  is  given,  with  submission  for 
what  is  taken  away.  I  bless  His  name  for  what  is  past,  and 
implore  His  heavenly  aid  aad  mercy  to  make  happy  and  holy  my 
life  to  come.     Amen. 


1846. 

January  ilk. — Arrived  at  Exeter,  and  came  to  the  lodgings 
taken  forme. 

Jitnitiri/  Tiih. — Went  to  the  theatre  :  resolved,  however  bad  the 
house  might  be,  to  act  for  myself  and  as  a  study.  Acted  Macbeth 
very  fairly  in  part. 

January  iitk. — Sat  down  to  read  over  what  remained  to  be  done 
of  Pope  ;  read  all  the  essay?,  saliees,  ensiles,  Ac,  and  finished  the 
notes  f  had  to  copy  in.  This  occupied  me  the  entire  day,  which 
I  gave  up  to  it;  I  have  now  to  make  up  a  fair  copy-book  for  the 
printer,  but  the  work  is  done. 

January  7 th. — Hamlet.     \il.h. — Werner. 

Ph/moiiUi,  Janu/iry 1  )'/<.■  -Wightwiek  called  .'or  me,  and  we  went 
together  to  Colonel  Hamilton  smith 'is,  whore  we  dined.  We  had 
a  very  delightful  talk,  the  old  colonel  going  into  the  question  of 
races,  dates,  events,  like  a  good-humoured  and  most  social  talking 
cyclopaedia  ;  after  dinner  lie  united  over  drawings  f»r  me  of  costume, 
&c,  most  interesting.*  I  was  pleased  to  see  a  book,  'Report  of 
the-  Highland  Society,'  authenticating  at  least  much,' if  not  all,  of 
the  translation   ^laepherson  has  given  to  the  world  as  of  Ossian's 

January  12th.— Hamlet.     13th.— Richelieu.     15th.— Othello,  10th. 
— Werner,     ldlh. — Macbeth.     2\st. — Virginius. 
Exeter,  January  22nd. — Richelieu. 

I.owi'M,  Jtiiwary  iiiif'i.--- Looked  at  Daily  K'rinn,  not  liking  the 
leading  article  in  Ms  abuse  of  feel.  I  cannot  understand  the  sense 
of  men  who  wish  persons  to  think  and  act  in  a  certain  way,  and 
when  they  do  so  abuse  them  for  it.  Acted  .King  Lear  at  Princess's 
Theatre. 

FrM-w'.-ry  'Intl.  Dined  with  Kenyoti.  31et  the  Procters,  Long- 
mans, Mrs.  Jameson,  Ilabbago,  T'astla.ke,  Vanizzi  ;  in  the  evening, 
Boxall,  Scharf. 

Fdirvary  11  th. —  Acted  Cardinal  Richelieu  well.  Was  warmly 
greeted.     Last  uigkt  of  en-ngoineiif  at  l.'rmeoss's  Theatre. 

February  2Sl!t. — Left  home  for  Edinburgh. 

Edinhv.rjh,  March  2nd. — Acted  Hamlet  really-  with  particular 
care,  energy,  and  discrimination ;  the  audience   gave  less  applause 

*  Cnlnnel  Hamilton  Smiiii  supjilifd  M.-ivit'a.ly  with  much  v;\i,i:i Ijle  hifnrmri- 
tion  on  points  of  costu:^,  horniiiry,  iii.-tcn-y,  an.L  scenery,  illustrated  by 
coloured  drawings  Liken  tVuoi  a  gieat  lariei;  ^'sources, — Eo. 
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to  the  first  soliloquy  than  I  am  in  the  habit  of  receiving,  hut  I  was 
bent  on  acting  the  part,  find  T  Celt,  if  I  can  feel  at  all,  that  I  had 
strongly  excited  them,  and  that  their  sympathies  were  cordially, 
indeed  enthusiastically,  with  me.  On  reviewing  Hie  performance,  I 
can  conscientiously  pronounce  it,  one  of  the  very  best  i  have  given 
of  Hamlet.  At  the  waving  of  the  hamlkcrehicf  before  the  play, 
and  "  I  must  be  idle,"  a  man  on  the  right  side  of  the  stage — upper 
boxes  orgallery,  hnt  said  to  lie  upper  boxes — hissed  !  The  audience 
took  it  up,  and  I.  waved  the  mere,  und  bowed  derisively  and  con- 
temptuously to  the  individual.  The  audience  carried  it,  though  he 
was  very  staunch  tn  his  purpose.  It.  discomposed  me,  and  alas! 
might  have  ruined  many ;  but  I  bore  it  down.  I  thought  of  speak- 
ing to  the  audience,  if  culled  on,  ami  spoke  to  Murray  about  it, 
but  he  very  discreetly  dissuaded  me.  Was  called  for,  and  very 
warmly  greeted.  Eyder  came  and  spoke  to  me,  and  told  me  that 
the hi.sserwas  observed,  and  said  to  be  a  Mr.  W — — ,  who  was  in 
company  with  Mr.  Forrest!  The  man  writes  in  the  Journal,  a 
(■itf-  f  ill  i-1-.-.iutUi.*  iii»  "lid  i-iih-i'i  ii.f-  Mi  1  , .— LI  I"  ni-  frmii  llii« 
place. 

March  3rd.— Fifty- three  years  have  I  lived  to-day.  Both 
Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Ryder  are  possessed  with  the  belief  that 
Mr.  Forrest  was  the  man  who  hissed  last  night.  I  begin  to  think 
he  was  the  man. 

March  4th. — Acted  King  Lear  to  a  very  middling  house  (they 
will  not  como  to  eeo  me  here)  which  was  cold  in  the  extreme; 
there  were  a  few  persons  that  seemed  (o  understand  me,  but  it  is 
slaughterous  work  to  net  these  charm-revs  to  these  audiences. 

March  Cith. — Acted  Othello  with  all  the  euro  and  energy  I  could 
summon  up.  The  house  of  course  was  bad,  but  I  would  not  give 
in.  The  audience  seemed  really  to  yield  themselves  to  full  sym- 
pathy with  the  performance  from  the  first  to  the  last.  They 
called  for  me,  and  cheered  me  very  enthusiastically. 

March  It'i. — Acted  Werner  wiih  much  cave  and  very  fairly. 
Was  called  for,  and  very  warmly  received.  Sir  William  Allan 
came  into  my  room. 

March  StL— Culled  on  Captain  hutherfurd,  whom,  as  well  as 
Mrs.  Eutherfurd,  I  like  extremely;  they  seem  people  of  heart. 
Called  at  Lord  Jeffrey's  ;  sat  with  Mrs.  Jeffrey,  lie  came  in,  and 
talked  for  some  time. 

Dined  with  I'ro-'essovXapicr.  Met  Pntherfut-d,  Professor  Wilson, 
T.urd  Kobertson  (l'al-tntt'  i\'ih:i>:us),  &c. 

March  'Mh. — Head  Dickens's  letter  on  'Capital  Punishment,' 
which  I  thought  very  (rood  ;  but  the  question  arises  to  me,  is  not 
the  mischief  in  the  publicity  of  the  punishment,  and  not  in  the 
punishment  itself?    Acted  Hamlet. 

March  10th.— Called  and  left  card  at  Cadell's,  on  Major  and 
Mrs.  Moir,  on  McClaren  ;  saw  Hunter,  and  sat  with  him  some 
time;  he  gave  me  an  etcliiurr  of  Claude's.  Called  and  left  card 
on  Dr.  Alison ;  saw  Lord  Murray  and  his  family ;  sat  with  him 
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some  time.  Called  and  left  card  on  Lord  Fuller  ton,  on  Mayne,  on 
Mies  Hunter  Blair,  mi  i'^lVs-or  ami  Miss  Napier ;  culled  and  sat 
with  Captain  ami  Mrs.  liutherfurd,  who  lent  me  the  Daily  Newt, 
with  Dickens's  three  letters.    . 

Dined  with  Rul  her  turd.  Mrs,  "R,  sitnl  Mrs.  dipt  a  in  li.,  Mrs.  Gordon, 
Lord  Cockburn,  I  i  onion,  J.'roiessur  Wilson,  ami  .some  others  were 
there.  I  enjoyed  the  day.  The  chief  subject  was  poetry,  and 
Rutherfurd  asked  me  t'>r»rieat.  tin:  beginning  of  Dry  den's  first  ode, 
'From  Harmony,'  which  I  did.  Ho  rotated  pome  very  striking 
line*  of  Mr.  Lyte's.  I  liked  Lord  O'eklnini  extremely,  and  Wilson 
very  much.  I  hope  they  may  have  liked  their  afternoon  as  well  as 
I  did.  Went  wiiti  Ti'tuherl'iird  to  I, on!  Jeffrey's.  Met  there  Lord 
Murray,  Lord  Monerioil',  some  oilier  law-lord,  Lord  Cockburn,  Mr. 
Fletcher,  Miss.  Ogle,  Miss  Kigby,  llaydon,  Ac.  Mr.  Gordon  gave 
me  a  ticket  fur  (lie  Wavei-ley  Ball,  but  I  could  not  encounter  the 
loneliness  of  the  crowd.     Bead. paper. 

March  1V.I>. — Aeied  Cardinal  Iflcbelieu  with  all  tho  pains  I 
could.  Called  for.  The  house  was  not  any  improvement  on  what 
has  been,  and  with  lo-ni^lit-  niy  hopes,  of  emendation  die  out 

iviiinbui'Ltli  is  lust  to  me  as  a  place  of  income,  a  eireumstaiice  very 
much' to  be  regretted  by  my  sell',  and  one  I  have  striven  against, 
unavailingly  it  seems  ;  I  have  not  talent,  or  the  people  have  not 
taste  to  appreciate  me :  it  is  of  little  moment  now  which  ;  my  life 
is  near  its  close — I  will  not  go  on. 

March  12th. — Acted  King  J, tair  in  many  respects  well ;  was 
called  for  and  well  received.  Allan  came  into  my  room,  much 
pleased. 

March  IStL — Bead  Thi:  VVWs,  a  paragraph  in  it  mentioning  the 
circumstance  of  my  first  night  here,  quotingfrom  The  Scotsman,  and 
adding,  "  the  person  supposed  is  Mr.  Forrest,  an  American  actor !" 
Acted  Macbeth, 
.  March  lit!:.— Called  on  Sir  William  Allan  and  looked  at  his 
pictures.     Kind  and  interesting  old  man  ! 

Acted  Virginius  as  well  as  I  could,  under  some  embarrassment 
about  my  dress.  The  audience  now  seems  growing  into  enthusiasm. 
Called  for. 

March  IMii.-  -Called  a  little  before  one  o'clock  on  Rutherford, 
who  took  me  out  in  Ilis  carriage  to  his  country-scat  of  Lauriston,  a 
truly  charming  place,  built  up  from  and  about  an  eld  square  keep 
with  corner-round  turrets,  standing  in  ground  very  tastefully  laid 
out  and  planted,  and  commanding  a  view  of  the  Firth,  Inchkeitl), 
the  Ochills,  the  t.omovids  of  Fife,  ami  altogether  presenting  scenes 
of  the  richest  beauty  on  whatever  side  you  turn  ;  the  house  is 
most  elegant,  and  convenient,  with  a  select — indeed  I  should  Bay 
a  splendid — library ;  it  is  a  charming  place.  How  happy  the  pro- 
prietor, with  fame,  fortune,  a  profession,  a  seat  in  his  country's 
legislature — all  to  route  life  enjoyable  !  He  seems  to  use  all  well 
I  looked  over  several  of  his  books ;  on  our  return  wo  walked  into 
the  grounds  of  Lord  Jeffrey's  seat,  a  very  pretty  house,  and  com- 
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manding  from  the  high  ground  a  very  fine  view  of  Edinburgh. 
Arrived  at  home,  T  mid  Dickens's  two  las!  letters,  anil  slept  in  my 
chair  about  half  an  hour  from  weariness.  1  lined  with  Ruth  erf urd. 
Ahtrch  llith. — Acted  Hamlet,  T  should  say,  in  a  very  finished 
manner,  of  course  I  moan  comparing  my-,elf  with  myself;  but  1 
was  forcible,  possessed  of  the  full  poelry  of  the  part,  and  refined 


to  do  it  well,  but  the  inspiration  was  absent,  .and  I  met  with 
several  wntret'i-Mpa,  my  hair-dresser  drunk  and  impertinent,  and 
some  things  of  a  similar  kind  to  disturb  my  mind,  so  that  I  was 
really  not  in  possession  of  myself.     I  was  very  much   dissatisfied 

with  myself;  the  perlormiince  was  very  unlike  that  of  last  night. 

This  engagement  is  over,  and  for  the  same  number  of  nights, 
over  a  more  extended  period,  it  returns  me  the  same,  or  less 
amount,  than  I  received  here  twenty-one  years  ago  on  much  less 
favourable  terms,  and  under  the  disadvantage-  of  very  had  weather. 
I  was  then  abused  and  attractive;  1  am  now  admitted,  at  last,  to 
be  a  jvru&i.  artist,  yet  rri/'in/'-z  I'eprettve. 

March  18th. — Called  tin  Captain  ihitiu-rfurd  ;  wrote  at  his  house 
a  letter  or  note  of  answer  to  Mrs.  Alison.  Went  with  Captain 
Euthorfurd  to  Holyrood  House,  How  T  recollect  the  exciting,  dis- 
turbing; enthusiasm  with  which,  thirty -three  years  ago,  1  first 
entered  and  walked  Through  the  court  and  rooms  of  this  building  ; 
I  fancied  the  scenes  as  lately  acted.  I  saw  the  characters  of  those 
sad,  those  highly  initio  and  romantic  scenes,  the  needlework  of 
Mary,  the  splendour  of  the  bed  (alas'),  the  armour  of  Darnley,  the 
closet,  the  blood,  all  were  real  things,  invested  with  ideas  of  faded 
splendour,  of  awe.  and  mystery  to  mc,  that.  .1  well  recollect  haunted 
me  with  thoughts  of  deep  melancholy  Hie  whole  day  through.  How 
changed  with  years  that  firing  the  phibsoplik-  mind  !  How  light 
and  pleasing  the  genlie  interest  I  had  in  walking  through  those 
rooms  to-day,  and  pondering  on  the  same  persons  and  events! 

Dined  with  L:;t'd  "lioberisoti,  met  Colonel  Ogilvie,  Clift,  Lock- 
hart,  brother  to  J.  G.  L.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon,  Miss  Rigby,  Miss 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Moir,  &c. 

Mardi  2()'h.  Set  out  for  Arthur's  Seat,  walked  round  the  hill 
and  under  the  crags  ot  the  eli:f,  passed  the  Chapel  of  St.  Anthony, 
taking  in  by  turns  a-  series  of  views— mountain,  city,  sea,  and  lake 
— that,  in  so  small  a  compass  and  so  near  a  large  town,  are  un- 
equalled perhaps  in  the  world.  Very  kind  nolo  from  Professor 
Wilson  ;  answered  it.  Dined  with  Sir  William  Allan.  Met  Lord 
Cockburn,  Noel  Paton,  Mr.  Hill,  Wilson's  brother,  Mrs.  Crowe, 
author  of  '  Susan  Hopley,'  Misses  Eigby,  &c. 

March  21.^.— Called  at  the  theatre  and  got  my  money  from 
Murray,  £340  2s.  lid.  Called  and  lunched  with  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Eutherfurd.  Called  on  Professor  Napier,  whom  I  saw  and  sat 
with  ;  on  Lord  and  Liidy  31  array,  not  ai  home  ;  on  Dr.  Alison,  saw 
Mrs.  A.,  liked  her;  on  Mrs.  Ogle,  took  leave  of  tier  and  Miss  Ogle. 
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Jllnrch  'I'iniL— -Letter  from  dearest  Catherine,  inclosing  one  from 
dear  Willie,*  with  an  account  of  the  shipwreck  of  a  Jioston  vessel 
with  German  emigrants,  the  ship's  company  and  crow,  130,  bound 
to  Texas.  It  maiic  my  lioart  Meed  and  my  eyes  overflow  in 
even  thinking  of  it.  I  was  glad  that  ho  should  be  a  witness  if 
such  scenes  must  occur,  hoping  the  skdit  of  them,  with  tlio  devo- 
tion of  those  around  him,  and  the  first  duties  of  humanity,  would 
at  once  soften  his  heart  and  strengthen  his  bunds.     Cod  hless  him! 

Called  on  Jiufhoifurd,  who  took  1110  out  in  an  open  carriage — 
rather  sharp  work — to  ]k>nal  ly,  the  country  scat,  of  LordOockburn. 
Thy  place  is  a  square  tower  or  keep.  Luili.  by  i'I;i.yfair,  at  the  very 
foot  of  the  Pent  land  Hills,  commanding'  the  most  charming  view  of 
Edinburgh,  the  Firth,  tlie  ncigiiijonriiav  bills,  tho-c  of  Fife  and  the 
western  mountains;  it  is  beautiful.  The  house  is  very  agreeable. 
Mrs.  Cockburn  and  her  three  daughters,  with  a  distant  relation,  a 
boy,  wore  our  breakfast  parly,  and  very  pleasant.  After  breakfast; 
we  walked  about  the  grounds,  and  the  time  flew  rapidly  to  our 
departure.  Lord  Cockburn  was  most  kind  in  Ids  wish  that  I  might 
return,  and  in  his  voluntary  promise  to  see  me  in  London.  Our 
views  home  were  charming.  Took  leave  of  the  Kul  hcrfurds.  Found 
a  kind  note  from  Ulasford  Hell,  and  presently  saw  himself  on  his 
route  to  the  north. 

March  2 ;"), -rf- -It os c  very  early  for  my  departure,  paid  all  my  bills, 
made  gratuities,  Ac,  and  set;  out  in  the  coach  from  Fdinburgh  : 
looked  at  the  beauty  of  the-  city  as  I  passed  she  lliidi  Bridge  ;  was 
very  drowsy  through  the  morning's  journey.  Ileaehed  Galashiels, 
where  I  got  outside  another,  I  he  i'hr.vi/  Cm.-.w,  which  carried  me  to 
Melrose.  The  country,  particularly  the  Kildon  11  ills  and  the  rapid 
course  of  the  Tweed,  interested  me.  Found  myself  in  a  most  un- 
comfortable inn  at  Melrose,  the  people  on  the  point  of  retiring 
from  business,  by  whieh  T  was  so  disgusted  that  I  decided  on  leav- 
ing it  as  soon  I  as  could.  Saiv  the  Abbey,  the  best  and  richest,  speci- 
men of  the  pointed  Gothic  I  have  seen  in  Scoilaud  ;  much  of  the 
ornamental  carving  is  of  esqnisiie  iinish  :  the  east  window  and 
that  of  the  south  transept  arc  very  beautiful.  "William  of  Delor- 
ainonndthe  old  monks  were  present  to  my  mind  as  T  looked  on  tho 
stone  in  the  corner  with  the  cross,  pointed  out  as  Michael  Scott's.  I 
was  not.  in  the  best  sight: -seeing  humour,  but  there  was  a  great 
deal  to  interest  and  to  please.  Went  in  an  open  carriage  to  Dry- 
bnrgh  Abbey;  the  different  views  of  the  "EiMon  Hills  are  remark- 
ably grand  and  beautiful,  particularly  that  looking  up  the  Tweed, 
from  the  bank  of  the  Ferry  on  the  Dryburgh  side  ;  at  Dry  burgh 
the  building  itself  is  so  broken  to  pieces  that  Utile  idea  can  be 
formed  of  its  complete  effect.  The  grave  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  and 
his  wife,  without  a  stone  over  it,  is  in  a  small  cilia  pel — it  is  Scott's, 
and  therefore  of  deep  interest.  -Dined  at  Melrose,  wrote  to  dear 
Catherine,  and  set  out  for  Selkirk,   stopping  at   Abbotsford,  the 

*  Then  with  a  private  tutor  at  Berryhead,  near  Briiham,  on  the  soutt 
coast  of  Devonshire. — Ed. 
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most  disagreeable  exhibition  I  have  almost  ever  seen,  itself  tho 
suicidal  instrument  of  his  late,  ;u:d  monument  oi'liis  vanity  ami 
indiscretion.  We  must  not,  least  of  all  must  I,  reproach  any  one 
for  extravagance  or  precipitation.  Everything  scums  as  if  he  had 
died  last  week,  and,  in  the  worst  possible  tasre,  they  show  the  clothes 
lie  last  wore.  Mrs.  Purday  came  out  to  show  me  her  house,  &c. 
Came  on  to  Selkirk  ;  placed  in  a  room  where,  for  two  hours  I  could 
not  take  off  my  great  coat ;  the  draughts  are  terrible.  Wrote  to 
dearest  Nina. 

March  2At.l:. — Paid  my  Mil,  and  left  Selkirk  by  the  Edinburgh 
coach  for  Carlisle:  passed  through  the  v.  lid  iii  (cresting  bord-;r-land 
of  the  Scotts  and  Kens,  Armstrong,  Elliots,  &c. ;  had  watched 
the  swelling  of  the  silvery  Tweed  tlic  day  before,  and  this  after- 
noon observed  the  rapid  rushing  into  strength  and  magnitude  of 
the  turbid  Esk ;  passed  the  ISranksome  Tower,  Langholm.  Saw 
again  Johnnie  Armstrong's  Tower,  Carmobie  T.ea,  &c,  and  the 
beautiful  estate  of  Ncthcrby.  Who  will  speak  against  luck  ill 
this  world  ?  Ts  there  no  lack  in  the  Hoke  of  lluccleugh,  Graham, 
&c. — or  is  it  not  all  luck  ?  A  lady  in  the  coach  asked  me  if  she 
had  not  the  "  honour"  of  travelling  with  Mr.  MacreadyP  I  did 
not  know  her. 

Mnrck  25<A.— Paid  my  bill  and  left  Carlisle  by  an  early  train  to 
Workington,  where  I  waited  lor  the  mail.  Jn  it  I  found  one  man 
and  a  sickly-looking,  deformed  boy,  with  a  very  gentle  expression 
of  countenance,  who  seemed  very  anxious  to  oblige,  and  was 
naturally  polite  in  his  maimer.  He  begged  me  to  put  my  bag 
upon  hi.s  oilskin-covered  basket,  assuring  nie  there,  was  "  nothing  to 
hurt,  only  a  few  toys."  The  man  told  me  he  was  "a  toy  merchant, 
and  went  from  one  of  the  neighbouring  towns  to  another  with  his 
little  stock  of  merchandise,  which  people  bought  from  him,  to  help 
him  on !"  My  heart  was  touched  by  the  poor  little  fellow's 
appearance  and  manner.  He  opened  bis  little  basket,  from  which 
I  took  a  small  wooden  pern',  a  musical  pear,  as  be  explained  and 
showed  me.  T  gave  him  half-a-crown  for  it,  and  he  was  going  to 
offer  mc  change,  but  I  stopped  him.  The  man  told  me  an  instance 
of  bis  honesty,  which  pleased  me  much;  he  further  informed 
me  that  when" a  child  ho  had  broken  his  back,  and  was  in  conse- 
quence thus  deformed.  I  could  with  difficulty  restrain  my  tears 
in  looking  at  and.  thinking  of  him.  He  told  me  of  people  who 
were  "  very  kind  "  to  him.  The  man  told  me  afterwards  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age,  not  looking  twelve.  I  gave  him  another 
.half-a-crown  as  he  got  out  at  Cockermouth,  and  Ihe  interesting 
creature  shook  hands  with  me  as  he  went,  God  bless  thee!  my 
heart  most  heartily  prayed.  Storms  of  rain  and  hail  through  the 
morning  ;  admired  what  i  saw  of  the  lake  scenes,  Ihissenthwaite, 
Keswick,  Grasmwe,  Eydal,  and  Windermere;  they  are  very 
beautiful,  but  they  are  nut  equal  to  what  1  have  seen  elsewhere. 
Head  David*  (of  Angers)  on  Thorwaldscn,  with  whom  (David)  I 
*  Pierre  Jc:m  l'.ivid,  na  eminent  French  sculptor,  born  tit  Anrers.— En. 
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do  not  at  all  agree.  Saw  a  brown-faced  looking  woman  watching 
for  the  coach,  thought  I  knew  tho  faee,  looked  out  of  window,  it 
was  Miss  Martineau.  She  came  to  tin-  inn  (a  very,  very  bad  one), 
where,  wc  stopped  ;  a  few  words  passed;  she  told  me  to  got  my 
dinner  at  the  inn,  as  alio  hud  lint  one  room,  and  then  corno  to  her. 
I  got  a  very  bad  dinner,  and  set  out  to  her  old  lodgings,  to  which 
the  servant  had  misdirected  mo ;  met  lsor  on  my  return  in  search 
of  me,  and  walked  with  her  to  her  newly-built,  or  building,  house 
—a  most  commodious,  beautifully-sitnaird,  and  disable  residence 
in  all  respects.  I  could  not  but  look  with  wonder  at  the  brown 
'  hue  of  health  upon  her  face,  and  see  her  firm  and  almost  manly 
strides  as  she  walked  along  with  me  to  Foxhow,  Dr.  Arnold's  place, 
from  which  the-  family  aiy  at  present  abroad  ;  it.  is  a  very  enjoyable 
home,  and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  a  mind  and  heart  like  that 
good  and  great  man's  must  have  Celt  the  enjoyment  of  such  a 
retirement.  We  walked  on  to  Iiydal  Mount  to  call  on  Wordsworth, 
who  was  ill  in  bod,  and  had  had  leeches  this  morning.  I  left  my 
regards,  Ac,  took  a  walk  along  his  terraces,  looking  on  Winder- 
mere and  Iiydal,  and,  returning  to  my  inn,  soon  alter  rejoined 
Miss  Martineau  at  Mrs.  Davy's,  with  whom  and  Mr.  Greg*  I  took 
tea,  and  passed  a  very  agreeable  evening.  I  had  received  a 
pamphlet  and  long  letter  from  IVofessor  (iregory  on  the  subject  of 
mesmerism,  on  which  we  had  talked  e,  little  at  Major  Thorn's  on 
Saturday  last ;  it  is  a  translation  of  iicichenbach.  and,  with  some 
curious  facts  mentioned  by  Miss  Martineau,  certainly  made  me 
pause  in  my  utter  rejection  of  this  hitherto  inscrutable  and  mys- 
terious power,  if  power  it  really  be. 

Ambhskle,  M".ri:h  !?(!,'/,.  -Wrote  a  note  to  Wordsworth.  Posted 
my  letters,  and  walked  down  to  Miss  Martiucau's  cottage;  I  do 
enjoy  the  air,  the  hills  and  streams,  that  are  keeping  up  their 
gentle  noise  all  around  me ;  the  morning  was  one  of  tho  best  of 
early  spring's.  1  planted  two  oaks  fur  Harriet  Martineau,  which, 
with  her  small  spade,  cost  roc  some  strain  of  the  back.  The  more 
I  see  of  her  pretty  house  tho  more  I  am  pleased  with  it ;  it  has 
not,  that  I  perceive,  one  point  of  objection,  with  an  infinite  number 
of  recommend  able  qualities.  We  walked  to  the  chapel  over  the 
Rrathaj,  took  a  lovely  view  of  Windermere,  and  walked  home, 
talking  hard  the  whole  way.  I  read  to  her  Willie's  account  of  the 
shipwreck  ;  it  was  to  me  a  very  pleasant 'morning. 

The  scenery  is  very  pleasing,  and  the  e.\ercise  in  Hie  fresh  bracing 
air  was  quite  exhilarating.  1  spoke  to  her  of  my  wish  that  Nina 
should  hereafter  spend  some  lime  with  her  which  she  appeared  to 
concur  in  very  heartily.  I'aid  my  bill  andleft  Amblcskleby  the  mail, 
riding  outside  to  Kendal  along  the  side  of  Windermere,  to  obtain 
views  of  the  hike,  and  take  my  farewell  look  of  the  mountains ;  my 
eyes  would  not  serve  me  to  read,  so  the  remainder  of  my  journey 
to  Lancaster   was   "  flat  and  unprofitable."    At  Lancaster  tool; 

Mr.  William  Rnthbone  Greg.— Ed. 
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the  railway  to  Manchester ;  on  arriving  there  went  to  the  Albion 
Hotel;  read  the  papers. 

.Derby,  March  'HHh.—Timk  si  small  carriage  and  went  to  Kepton. 
eight  miles  distant,  the  tirthiilaee.  ot  my  beloved  mother;  this 
little  journey  has  been  1lic  object,  of  my  thoughts  for  many  years.a 
wish  of  my  heart  ever  since  that.  Idessed  parent  pointed  out  to  me 
from  the  window  of  the  chaise  as  wc  travelled  from  Birmingham 
to  Sheffield  the  graceful  slender  spire,  about  two  miles  distant.  I 
have  never  forgotten  it.  That  must  be  at  least;  forty- four  years 
ago.  At  last  I  have  visited  the  church  where  she  was  haptiacd, 
and  looked  upon  the  trees,  the  fields,  the  river,  and  the  houses 
that  her  infant  eyes  looked  on.  And  she  Las  been  long  since  in 
her  quiet  grave  ;  and  my  darling  .loan  too,  my  parent  and  my  off- 
spring, both  in  a  more-  exalted  shite  of  being,  I  hope  and  trust. 
When  am  1  to  rejoin  them  H  a  solemn  quest  ion  !  My  heart  blesses 
their  beloved  spirits.  I  went  into  the  church,  and  through  the 
churchyard  sought  for  some  memorial  of  my  grandfather,  Charles 
Birch,  but  none  is  there.  I  extracted  the  following  from  the 
register: — "  17C.">,  August  9th,  Christina  Ann,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Charles  and  Clirisiintr  lilreh,  his  wife,  baptized."  Then-— "17G8, 
March  20th.  Mr  Charles  Birch,  surgeon,  buried."*  T  descended  to 
the  crypt,  a  very  curious  round-arched  vault,  with  a  sort  of  Boric 
or  Etruscan-looking  pillars,  entwined  with  a  roll,  and  supporting 
round  arches,  the  centre  space  seeming  loftier  than  those  at  the 
four  angles.  And  she  was  an  infant  here,  and  here  her  father  died 
in  a  state  of  derangement  from  the  ruin  of  his  property,  through 
the  treachery  or  misfortune  of  the  agent  to  whom  his  savings  were 
intrusted — at  least  thus  I  understood  from  my  dear  mother. 
Blessings  on  her,  beloved  otic  !  Saw  the  school-house,  where  one 
might  be  very  industrious  ami  very  happy:  poor  Maeaulay,! 
my  friend,  who  lies  buried  in  the  church,  was,  I  fear,  too  indolent 
and  Insurious  to  be  either. 

April  1th. — IforstiT  showed  rue  The.  Tin-st,  in  which  is  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Edwin  Forrest,  admitting  that  he  hissed  me  on  my  intro- 
duction of  a  "  fancy  dance  '■  into  JhwiL.t ;  that  lie  had  a  right  to 
do  so;  that  he  was  not  solitary  in  the  act. :  and  that  he  often  led 
the  applause,  which  he  regretted  others  did  not  follow. 

»  tllaci.a'.dy's  ninth n:';'  crandfat Lit  iviis  J  ■;■■!!  a  than  riirch.  Vicar  of  BaliCWell, 
in  the  County  of  Derby,  where  he  died  and  was  boded,  17:55.  Her  mother 
was  Christina  Fryc,  thn^htin'  of  Hdward  Frye,  Governor  of  Montserrat.  The 
Rev.  John  Neville  ISheh,  Uncfoi'  of  [.r-a-ii:  iham,  in  tin!  County  of  Lincoln 
(.lie:l  1782),  and  the  Rev.  'nonius  Hire:;,  hector  of  South 'J'horeiby,  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln  (died  1  SHil),  were  her  pntcvr.nl  mules.  The  family  of  Kirch 
was  originally  settle.!  in  L:iin:n.~!iire,  and  it  is  said  that  Mnoready's  great - 
•■Teit-<Trand  father  was  d:.-i:i]er:ic:l  hi-  his  IhLin-r  i'or  taking  the  Royalist  side 
in  the'ci.il  wars  of  Charles  I.-Ed. 

f  The  Rev.  John  Ilevri'  k  Marnulav.  eldest  broiher  nf  Kenneth  Maeaulay, 
Q.C.  and  M.P.  for  Cambridge',  and  iirst  cousin  of  Lord  Maeaulay,  was  for 
some  time  bend -master  of  Kepton  School,  lie  was  a  good  scholar,  and  pos- 
sessed of  many  excellent  qualities.— Ed. 
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April  8lli. — Mr.  Stirling  called,  and  I  k F «rnctl  the  agreement 
for   five   weeks   at   the   Surrey.   £1000.     May   God   speed  it   lor 

^pi'i7  13('(. — Engagement  at  Princess's  Theatre.  Acted  Hamlet. 
Mr.  Maddox  came  into  my  room. 

April  loth. — Acted  Othello  with  great  fare,  but  suffering  much 
from  weakness  and  cold  upon  my  voice  and  head.  Thought  that 
I  never  spoke  the  address  to  the  Senate  so  directly  and  really  as 
this  evening  ;  much  r»o  of  the  impassioned  portions.  I  thought  I 
acted  as  feeling  it.     Called  for. 

April  lath. — Dined  with  Lady  Hlossington.  Met  Iiord  Robert- 
eon,  Liston,  Quin,  Lord  Chester  Held,  Edwin  Landseer,  Grant, 
Forster,  Jerdan,  Guthrie,  Dickens. 

April  lQtli.— Pogan  the  long  and  particular  business  of  correct- 
ing, punctual  in  <y,  ivading,  ami  arranging  While's  new  play  of  '  The 
King  of  the  Commons, '  which  occupied  my  whole  day. 

May  'in<L — Took  up  Dickens,  and  with  him  went  to  the  Royal 
Academy.  Delighted  with  the  Exhibition,  which  surpasses"  in 
general  effect  any  that  I  have  seen.  Saw  Maelise,  Stnnfield, 
Leslie,  E.  and  Ch.  Landseer,  Knight,  Allan,  Danby  (to  whom  I 
was  introduced,  and  to  whom  1  introduced  Dickens),  Lane,  Herbert, 
Chalon,  Piokersgill,  Twins,  Lee,  Jones,  Cockerel!,  Etty,  Patten, 
Roberts,  Mulready,  Howard,  Grant,  S.  Cooper  (to  whom  I  was 
introduced),  Sir  M,  A.  Slice,  win)  presided  and  wont  through  his 
hard  day's  work  with  great  taste  and.  feeling.  I  saw  T.  Cooke, 
whom  J  accosted  and  spoke  to  with  great  kindness,  we  shook 
hands,  I  have  never  entertained  any  but  kindly  feelings  for  him  ; 
Lord  Lansdowne,  Rogers,  Lord  Morpoih.  'ilia  Duke  was  there 
and  spoke.  Sir  I'.  Peel,  Graham,  Ac.  The  day  was  very  agreeable 
to  me.  Talfourd  was  there,  and  on  breaking  up,  at  Dickens's 
suggestion  (with  no  relish  on  my  part),  Rogers,  Edwin  Landseer, 
Stan'ield,  Dickens,  Talfunrd,  and  myself  went  to  the  Lyceum  to 
see  General  Tom  Thumb. 

May  7th.— Count  P'Ovsay.  Lord  Robertson,  the  Chisliolm,  the 
Diokenses,  Procters,  Sir  William  Allan,  Listen,  Swinfen  Jervis, 
Edwin  Landseer.  Mrs.  Kitchener  came  to  dinner.  Lord  Robertson 
gave  his  aftcr-d inner  speeches,  his  Italian  sungs,  and  his  Gaelic 
sermon  with  great  effect. 

May  9th. — Mr,  and  Mrs,  Rutherfurd,  Sir  De  Lacy  and  Lady 
Evans,  Fonblanque,  Miss  Twiss,  Alfred  Tennyson,  Dyce,  and 
Kenyon  came  to  dinner. 

May  lOW., — Mr.  and  Mrs,  T*.  Coldsmid,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drockedon, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J,  Delano,  Staniicld,  Jerdan,  Dr.  Rlliotsun,  C.  Kemble, 
Oxenford,  and  Raymond  came  to  dinner. 

May    14th. — Sir   John    "Wilson,    CaUtage,   Sir  ,1.  Lyon  Goldsmid 

and    Miss  G.,   Colonel   and    Mrs.   Alb.  Coldsmid,   Sir   John   and 

Lady   Rurgoyne,   Mr.  and   Mrs.    Stono,  Mr.    and  Mrs,  Campbell, 

and  Whcaistone  dined  with  us. 

May  IQUi.— Mr.  and  Mrs.  51.  Gibson,  Mr.   and  Miss  Mackinnon, 
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T.ydia  Pucknitl,  Mrs.  .lam^rm.  Panizzi,  Sit"  Ti.  Comyn,  Thorburn, 
Hayivard,  Harness,  ami  Thaefeorav  dined  with  us. 

il/<ii/  gO(A.— Acted  Kits-  James,  in  Mr.  White's  play  of  *  Tho 
King  of  the  Commons, '  very  fairly,  considering  all  things.  Was 
called  and  very  warmly  received. 

,1/ni/  SOt.'i.-  J  lined  -with  Lord  Lansdowne.  Met.  Lord  Shelburne. 
T.  Moore,  Pani//.i,  F.astlake,  Sir  A.  Gordon,  Elliot,  Jerrold,  Mrs. 
Norton,  Mrs.  Elliot. 

June  8th.-— BeKzi,  EastlaUe,  Maclise,  Mulready,  Knox,  Procter, 
Forster  came  to  dinner. 

June  l&lli. — My  engagement  at  the  Princess's  closed.  Acted 
King  James  in  '  The  Kin-  of  the  Commons.'  Mr.  Maddoxcame  to 
my  room  and  took  leave  of  me,  emphatically  thanking  mo. 

Jime  22nd.  —Mr.  Meadows,  the  artist  of  the  Surrey  Theatre, 
called,  and  I  went  over  with  him  the  scenes  ol  'Hamlet,'  writing 
out  a  plot  for  him. 

Jitvr.  'ZS.-d.—Mv.  Aubrey  de  Vcrc  called  will]  an  introduction,  at 
Lord  Mont.eagle's  reouesl,  from  Tall'ourd.  lie  sat  long,  and  I  am 
delighted  with  him, 

June  2Wi. — Went  to  Miss  Maeirone's  concert.  Pleased  with 
Thillon,  1'ischek,  and  herself.  "Was  interested  particularly  at  the 
concert  in  watching  the  expression  of  thediifereni  artists.  Piseliek 
struck  me  as  an  enthusiast,  lot  one  who,  by  dint  of  cultivation  and 
discipline,  could  repose  upon  the  conseiiHism:?s  oi"  his  power.  He 
knew  what  ho  was  going  to  do,  whilst  he  let  himself  go  free  upon 
the  current  of  his  feelings.  MLs  Mncirorio  i  sympathised  with  in 
nil  her  little  busy,  nervous  liil.-fUio-s  ami  innocent  affectations -it 
was  an  event,  perhaps  tho  event  of  her  life,  poor  girl,  and  I  rejoiced 
in  her  triumph.  How  little  could  the  crowd  around  know  of  the 
years  of  toil,  perhaps  suffering  and  disappointment — years  in  the 
sense  of  quantity  of  pain— she  may  have  undergone  to  bring 
herself  up  to  this  point, 

June  27th.—  "Went  to  rv.Inaglii's  ami  saw  Peiaroehc's  picture 
of  Napoleon  at.  Fontaineoieau.  ldll.  The  history  of  the  man's  life 
Is  condensed  into  that  small  piece  of  canvas;  it  is  to  me  a  picture 
of  great  power,  great,  pathos,  and  great  intellect.  "Went  to  the 
College  of  Physicians,  where  I  saw  Elliotson,  Spurgin,  Parris, 
Dean  of  Westminster,  &e.  ;  heard  F.lliotson'soration  in  Latin,  which 
was  not  well  delivered,  hut  in  many  parrs  very  interesting.  I  was 
amazed  to  hear  him  declare  the  power  of  mesmerism,  and  insist 
npon  its  truth.  Ifead'Consuelo  'on  my  route.  Dined  with  Ken  yon, 
meeting  Panizxi,  Procter,  Forster,  Ac.  Went  to  Sir  J.  Kennie's, 
saw  Manby,  C.  Lamlseer,  Stone,  Knight.  &a.  Saw  a  most  curious 
machine  for  making  i  ulies  to  hold  artists'  colours.  "Wo  have  great 
discoveries  yet  to  make. 

June.  30('.v—  Head  the  paper,  not.  losing  one  word  of  Sir  R.  Peel's 
interesting  speech.  His  laying  down  <■ trice  was  a  proud  minute, 
far  prouder  than  its  assumption.  With  Sterne  one  might  say,  '"Oh, 
how  I  envied  him  his  feelings'"     Attended  to  the  children,  who 
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engross  my  time.  Made  payments  by  unto  to  E.  Smith,  paving- 
rate,  &c.  Heard  the  dear  children  read.  Read  the  two  first  scenes 
of 'Hamlet'  to  them.    Read  in  'Consuelo.' 

July  2nd. — Went  to  hreakiast.  with  Holers.  Met  Lyon,  Aubrey 
de  Yere,  and  to  my  ^n:;it  delight.  1  ienry  Taylor,  author  of  'Philip 
Van  Artevelde.'  He  talked  uiueh,  and  talked  well  ;  his  knowlo dgo 
of  our  poets  is  very  e\lcnsivo  indeed;  ho  quoted  maoli,  and  excel- 
lently well.  Itogers  was  in  very  good  spirits.  Came  home, reading 
'  Cons  nolo.' 

July  bth. — ■"Went  out-  to  Morilake  to  lunch  willi  Henry  Taylor. 
Met  there,  with  some  one  1  did  not  know,  Captain  Elliot,"  whom  T 
was  very  glad  to  meet.  Was  very  much  pleased  with  Mrs.  H. 
Taylor,  whom  I  thought  most  intelligent,  ideating,  and  attached, 
quite  as  a  poet's  wife  should  be,  to  iter  husband.  Taylor  took  me 
into  the  drawing  room,  when;  wo  diked  on  art  and  various  tilings, 
until,  on  Mrs.  Taylor':;  entrance,  after  a  grand  storm  of  rain  and 
thunder  had  passed  away,  lie  mentioned  I  he  comedy  he  was  upon, 
and  wished  to  read  his  first  act  to  mo.  Jt  was  in  language  very 
beautiful ;  I  was  delighted  with  it,  hut  T  criticised  its  construe!  ion, 
and  in  my  observations  was  gratified  to  see  that  I  imparted  some 
truths  he  had  not  been  aware  of,  with  the  knowledge  of  which  he 
seemed  very  much  pleased.  I  remained  long,  leaving  them  at  a 
little  past,  five-.     Returned,  reading  my  delightful  '  Consuelo.' 

July  $tk.- — Head;  finished  'Consuelo.'  "It.  is  long  since  I  have 
been  so  deeply  penetrated  by  a  book.  I  shall  never,  during  at 
least  the  few  years  left  to  me  of  life  (and  do  I  wisli  them  to  be 
many,  God  guide  me  '.),  tniiret  this  book.  It  is  full  of  genins.  My 
soul  has  been  elevated  by  its  perusal. 

Let  no  one  say  it  is  useless  or  even  weak  to  suffer  and  to 
grieve  for  fictitious  distress;  it  humanises,  softens,  and  purifies 
the  soul. 

July  IZ'Ji. — Went  to  Keusal  Green  Ome'cry  to  visit  tho  resting- 
place  of  my  blessed  Joan ;  the  dear  creature  1  My  heart  blessed 
her,  and  prayed  for  our  reunion. 

Saw  Rachel  in  '  The  Horaces.'  Her  acting  in  Camillo  was  very 
good,  but  there  was  a  deficiency  of  physical  force,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, her  vehemence  was  too  scolding,  too  cat-like  in  the 
,«|jif  ting  out  other  reproaches.  Saw  Lord  Eeaumont^  the  Goldsmiths, 
Lady  Idessington. 

July  20l,'i, — London,  to  Torquay. 

Jersey,  fit.  JU-tar's,  July  '_!!«/. — Came  on  shore  in  boat.  Drove 
up  to  Fred.  Reynolds'.  After  breakfast  sent  for  Mr.  Harvey. 
Arranged  with  him  tor  the  engagement,  lo  act  five  nights  here, 
and  three  at  Guernsey. 

fit.  Hi-tier's,  JvJi/  22i"'.— Aefed  "Richelieu.  2-Uti. — Werner.  21th. 
—Hamlet.     3Q!ii.— Shy  look,     ,'il-,'.— Virginius. 

St.  J. ''.Hera  to  (iiurnif.y,  Awi-ust  \sf. — Went  on  board  the  Ariadne 
steamboat.    The  company  of  Mr.  Harvey  was  on  board.    Arrived 
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Guernsey,  August  3rd. — Acted  Hamlet.  4tJt.— Richelieu.  5(ft.— 
Werner. 

London,  August  20th.. —  Birth  of  a  daughter.  [Tbe  day's  entry  is 
hearted  lknb-i-.r,uta.'] 

Au</tist  23rd.— Arrived  at  Manchester;  I  bad  my  usual  nervous- 
nessupon  me,  which  is  most  extraordinary,  mo.vt  ridiculous;  but 
eo  it  is,  the  entering  into  a  town  where  I  am  going  to  act,  tbe  sight 
of  niy  name  in  tbe  play-bills  on  tbe  walls,  affects  me  most  un- 
|il,  nsanlly.     How  strange  ! 

MaiirhesUr,  Av.<;u;.t  24th. — Tried  my  utmost  to  act  namlet,  but 
the  audience  were  so  peculiar  -that  they  surprised  and  in  some 
degree  distressed  me;  they  would  not  allow  of  any  ebullition  of 
applause,  but  applauded  at  the  end  of  the  scene.  I  wish  it  were 
always  so,  but  not,  being;  usud  to  it,  it  discoucerted  me  at  first. 
Called  and  well  received. 

August  26th.— Richelieu.    28 th.— Othello.    29th.— "Werner. 

Si-ptnitber  Iff.-  -.Macbeth,     Sri!.-  -  Uichelicu.     4(A.— Virginius. 

London,  September  7 (A.— Went  to  Surrey  Theatre.*  Iiehcarsed 
with  care.  Lined,  re-ted  :  acted  with  -Teat,  pains,  very  finely;  I 
think  I  did  act  well.     Spoke  to  Mi-.  Stirling.     Iteturned  home. 

September  26th. — To  Warrington,  to  give  a  gratuitous  reading  of 
'Macbeth'  to  the  Mechanics"  Institute. 

London,  October  'Mb.— Completed  my  first  Surrey  engagement. 
Acted  Hamlet. 

October  13(71.— Dined  with  Foretcr.  Met  A'Eeckett,  White, 
Kenyon,  Lord  Nugent,  Tal:oun.I,  and  Loughis  Jerrold. 

October  24-l/i. — Went  over  ' .Maclictli.'  wbicli  indeed  occupied  me 
for  the  remainder  of"  tbe  day,  correcting  Collier's  execrable  text, 
and  writing  notes  for  the  osnittcd  scenes,  &c. 

Proceeded  to  the  Mnrvlebone  Literary  ami  Scientific  Institution. 
The  room  was  tolerably  tilled.  1  rend  with  great  care,  and  I 
thought,  well,  but  Shakespeare  is  to  lie  acted  ;"thcre  was  much 
applause,  and  I  finished  by  ten  o'clock— a  long  time  for  one 
voice  and  one  person  to  stand  before  an  audience  on  matter  not 
personally  interesting  them. 

Xm-ctii.hr  1th. — Last  night  of  Siinvy  err_-n;"::'incot.  Acted  "Vir- 
ginius.     Called  for  and  most  enthusiastically  greeted. 

Aluvchnstir,  Noveiiibtr  10th.— lieading  of  '  Macbeth '  at  Mechanics' 
Institute. 

London,  Xova,<li;-r  If) ;.'.-.-  Mr.  and  Miss  Fox,  Mr.  Tom  Taylor, 
Mr.  A'Eeckett,  Charles  Lddy.  SiniifieUl,  JUaeiise,  King,  Thacke- 
ray, and  Forstcr  dined  with  us.  A'Jieckett  and  Taylor  a ro  both 
agreeable  men.  Taylor  a  man  of  extensive  information,  I  like 
him  much. 

I'bjniftath,  Kowiiil>:-r  'l'&r<i. —  Acted  Hamlet.  24tk. —  Tirginius. 
26th.— Lear.     '21th.—'  King  of  the  Commons.' 

November  28M.— Wightwiek    called  with  Mrs.   W.  for  me,   and 

*  The  engagement  at  the  Surrey  Theatre  continued  from  7t.li  Sqilember  (a 
Sth  0:K.li(.r,  i-.n'.  ng;'.i::  f:.im   1'itli  Octctior  to  T.h  2\,-»l-l:jIci'.— Ed. 
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took  me  in  a  carriage  Id  Fled',  the  send  of  Lady  Elizabeth  Bulled. 
I  was  infrodueed  to  her,  admired  her;  realty,  a  most;  engaging 
woman,  elegant,  simple,  or  rather  simple  and  elegant,  for  the  one 
qualify  must,  he  ihc  founiial  iun  of  the  other- -a  very  sweet  woman. 
Lady  Morley  was  with  her.  anil  Mr.  Couvtenay  also.  "We  lunched, 
I  went  over  the  house,  which  is  .1  monmnenf  of  the  feeling,  tasie, 
and  talent  of  the  deceased  proprietor  and  builder. 

Nr.vembsr  iiOlh.-  -Acted  liiclielieu.  December  1st. — Lear.  3rd.— 
'King  of  the  'Commons,'    &tft. — Shylock. 

Ixindon,  Dec<;tu!ier  IHIh. — Mr.  and  Mi'*,  llaneroft  (American 
Minister), Sir  De  Lacy  and  Lail'y  T'vans,  ("arlyle  and  Miss  Welch, 
l''or]hliini4.ue,  "liabba^e,  and  Knox  dined  with  US. 

1&&  lTTPr.— The  Milncr  Gibsons,  Horace  Twisses,  Dclancs, 
Dillon^  and  Dyce  dined  with  us. 

December  21s/'. —  Ibirdwiek,  t^iiin,  Mii'l;ens,  Ti'onghton.  Elliolson, 
Mark  Lemon,   Leec^~I,ors:erj""S"iv"nil(i    J  it vis,  Jiaymond  dined 

Canterbury,  December  30th. — Acted  Hamlet.     31st. — Werner. 


1847. 

[Sentences  at  commencement :] 

Whatever   you  do,  get  rid  of  ansiety ;  if 


Alia  alinm  delectant.  Ego  vero  prudeuti  i-ousili.)  el  modicis  cupidilatibus 
detector.  Sit  mihi  mens  srirm,  ct  beae  tcuiprata :  ingenium  quod  neque 
hominib'js,  ne^ue  vita:  eve.atibus  iiMsUtur,  lis  eontra  animo  nssentilui';  omnia 
probe  :c.jfiiiL:*f ,  ii.-ajne  rccte  utitnr.t 

London  to  ErMr.r,  J'tnv.'trij  3rd  —  Rose  in  tolerably  good  time, 
and  busily  employed  myself  in  paeldae;  up  my  (-In!  lies,  &c.,  which 
occupied  me  some  hours.  On  coming  downstairs  I  read  prayers 
to  my  dear  family.  Came  by  railway  to  I'.xoier,  reading  by  the 
way  the  Kxamuw  and  No.  4  of  '  Dombey  and  Son,'  which  I  think 
most  powerfully  written. 

*  lie  i'1'r..-.Tims,  bat  so  as  to  be  of  use  to  your  friends  without  injuring  any 
one.— Ed.  Trass. 

f  There  are  dirt'ereae^  in  whaf  'fixes  coiilea!  lo  d  invent  persons.  For  my 
Jiai't,  I  place  my  deligiit  in  prudent  ih-' i>: mLi;;-.; inn  :(nd  moderate  desires,  'l 
would  have  a  so'.ind  and  well-regulalt-d  maul  and  a  di.-pn.iiion  not  apt  to  be 
angered  either  by  ir.ca,  or  by  the  nccidsnfs  of  lift.',  but  wbieh,  on  the  contrary, 
accepts  thorn  with  n  rro-.j.l-will,  take;  a  ju.it  view  of  ;ii!  things,  and  turns  them 
to  good  account.— Eo.  Trass. 
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Exeter,  January  4th. — Othello.  Gtk.~ 'King  of  the  Commons.' 
S/h. — U'iohelieu. 

Bristol,  January  lli/j.— Hamlet. 

Bristol  to  Hiit//.  January  Villi.  —  Came  on  to  1'aih  residing  Examiner. 
Wont  from  White  Hart  to  the  theatre,  walked  the  stage  to  make 
myself  at  homo  upon  it  — my  usual  practice.  Thoughts  of  past  days 
crowd  on  mo  hero,  my  first  agitated  c.-qierinient,  my  success,  my 
friends,  ray  youthful  vanities,  and  real  mid  fancied  loves.  Alas! 
how  many  in  the  grave  I  How  past  are  all  these  dreams  of  boyishness ! 

lirintot,  January  Vith. — Lear. 

Bath,  January  14th. — Lear.  [To  26th  January,  performing  alter- 
nately at,  jiaih  sind  Bristol.] 

Dublin,  February  \at. — Aoled  Maehcih  well,  yes  well,  to  an  in- 
different house.  Called.  Staplcton,  poor  old  fellow,  a  thirty-two 
years' acquaintance,  came  in  to  speak  lo  mo.  T  never  noted  Macbeth 
better,  and  learned  much  in  this  night's  performance.  Hear  this, 
and  understand  it,  if  you  can.  you  -  great  "  young  actors  ! 

Dublin,   February  :.'«!?.-- Vh-siiiirus.      3r<-7.— Lear.     4th. — 'Werner. 

February  bth. — Acted  Othello.  Went  on  the  stage  desponding, 
despairing  of  my  power  to  act  at  all,  but  thinking  to  myself"! 
would  take  time,  bavin;;  the  clear  idea  of  every  word  I  uttered  in 
mymind,  and  make  the  perfnrmanee  a  study.  I  pursued  the  plan, 
kindling  into  energy,  and  acted  the  part  most  effectively,  indeed 
well.  The  house  was  better  than  we  could  have  calculated  on, 
and  (he  audience  quite  h;id  hold  on  by  the  act  in  p.     Called  for. 

February  Qth. — Went  to  station.  Loft  Uublin  by  train  for 
Drogheda.     Oamt  on  by  mad  to  Tielfast. 

j'.clj'-ist,  Fdirutiry  lOlh.-  -Acted  Macbeth.  Never  was  more  dis- 
tressed ;  the  murderer  in  th" banquet  scone  laid  his  hand  familiarly 
on  my  arm,  and  other  things  nearly  as  bad. 

February  llth.— Werner.     1 2  th.— Virgin  ins. 

13*/*. — To  Glasgow. 

ir,th.—  Toi:ditibnn;-h. 


-  •20th.— Edinburgh  to  Glasgow. 


Glasaov',  I'Vorii'iry  Ural. — Acted  Handel,  really  well,  but  under 
strange  feelings  of  frctfulncss  and  mortification.  I  sent  for  Mr. 
Heald,  the  acting  manager,  and  asked  him  what  Hie  house  was;  ho 
told  me,  "  But  middling  yet."  T  was  quite  cast  down.  I  do  not 
know  when  I  have,  in  my  professional  life,  suffered  so  much  from 
mortification,  .  I  tried  to  rally,  and  acted  as  well  as  I  could;  I 
thought  the  audience  felt  much  of  the  performances.  Mr.  Miller 
came  and  paid  me  toO  for  (o-morrow  night. 

February  2ord.—  Lear.      24 (A .—Werner.      25th.— 'King  of  the 
Commons.'     2(<tii.—\  Richelieu.     '■'.  7. Hi.— Macbeth. 
March  Ltt.—'  King  of  the  Commons.* 

Greenoc!.;  Man-h  iarf. — Started  in  good  time  to  Greenock.  De- 
lighted with  the  sight,  once  more  of  those  beautiful  hills  and  the 
various  views  upon  this  lovely  river.  Spent  all  my  time  before 
rehearsal  in  clearing  oil  debts  of  corresi:ouder.ee.     Posted  my  loiters 
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and  went  to  rehearsal.     Acted  Hamlet:  murdered  in  some  scenes 
by  the  actors. 

March  3rd. — Hichclieu. 

Glasipw,  March  ~>h.  --dtichelieu.     Cth.— Lear. 

London,  March  lith. — Thought;  again  upon  my  late  anil  my  con- 
dition, and  at  last  saw  my  way  to  the  decision  of  preparing  if  need- 
ful to  leave  the  Tlngli-h  Eta  go.  and  of  going  to  live  with  ray  dear 
family  in  America,  which,  if  wo  did  mil.  like,  we  should  still  be  able 
to  leave,  This  decision  had  an  immediate  elTert  on  my  spirits: 
and  I  went  forward  with  what  i  was  occupied  on  with  double 
alacrity. 

March  th.2V—Th<>a!r>rtl  Fund  Dinner. — Wnt  to  the  London 
Tavern,  thinking  ever  what  I  hud  to-  do,  T  was  received  as  some 
extraordinary  person.  In  the  Vice-President's  room  I  found  Horace 
Twiss.  Luckstoue,  .^rewslcr.  and  most  of  the  committee  ;  waited 
some  timo  for  Dickens,  who  at.  last  arrived  with  Forstcr.  Whore 
were  Stanficld  and  Alaclise.  &c.  ?  Ate  very  little,  drank  very 
little  port  and  water,  was  made  to  take  wine  with  the  two 
sides  of  the  room — "a  custom  more  honoured  in  the  breach,"  &c. 
Gave  out  my  toasts  with  perfect  self-possession,  and,  on  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  Queen's  donation,  which  started  the  evening, 
the  cheering  was  great.  Jly  speech  was  heard  with  tire  deepest 
attention  iind  interest,  and  with  much  applause.  Buck-stone  fol- 
lowed as  "a  farce."  .Dickens  was  very  powerful.  Twiss  spoke 
excellently,  andForst.er  too.  The  collection  was  '.M01.  I  cut  the 
business  short  at  about  eleven,  and,  having  sent  Letitia,  who  was 
there,  to  the  carriage  before  me,  left:  the  place,  having  toasted 
"  the  Ladies."  Delighted  to  escape,  and  attended  with  the  grateful 
homage  of  the  committee,  and  much  applauded  by  the  guests  as 
I  passed  through  them. 

[April  5f.h  In  May  1st.-- Engagement  at  Liverpool,  with,  a  few 
nights  at  Manchester.] 

Manchester,  Ayy'd  2^th. — Acted  Hamlet, ta'tim;  especial  pains,  and 
as  I  thought,  really  acting  well;  generally  in  the  very  spirit  and 
feeling  of  the  distracted,  sensitive  young  mat) ;  but,  I  did  not  feel 
that  the  audience  responded  to  me  :  T  did  not  on  that  account 
give  way,  but  the  inspiration  is  lost,  the  perfect  alandon,  under 
which  one  goes  out  of  one's  self,  is  impossible  unless  yon  enjoy 
the  perfect  sympathy  of  an  audience  ;  if  they  do  not  abtmdon 
themselves  to  the  actors  powers,  his  maj^e  becomes  ineffectual. 

London,  il/uv/ !».',.- -Dined  with  j'orster.  3let  iicgnler,  Madame 
R.,  and  their  little,  girl,  Dickens  and  Goovginu,  Sismtield  and  Mae- 
lise.  Dickens's  children  cm  no  in  in  the  evening,  Stanfield  went 
home  with  me,  and  wo  talked  of  iUaclise  on  our  way,  lamenting 
his  want  of  energy  in  remaining  here,  where  his  si  vie  is  growing 
and  hardening  into  a  manner,  instead  of  starting  off  to  Italy  and 
studying  and  piiittliitg  at  Venice  and  at  Home. 

May  IMA.— Called  on  secretary  of  Literary  fund,  and  paid  him 
£5  as  my  annual  subscription,  or  rather  donation.     "  ■    '  ' 
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to   say  to  Chevalier  Bunscn    (Chairman  of  Annivcrsaiy  Dinner) 
that  I  would  have  dined  there  if  I  could. 

Muy  ISl/i, — While  tame  and  dined  with  us,  and  we  went  to- 
gether to  the  an  nit  our  play  at  the  St.  James' h  Theatre.  Saw  there 
Lsmdon,  Mrs.  M.  Gibson,  Lord  Lllcsme.re,  Lady  Kssox  and  Miss 
Johnstone,  Sheridan  Knowles.  The  play '  Hernani,'  translated  by 
Lord  kJlesmeve,  was  in  truth  an  a-maUvr  performance.  Greville 
and  Craven  were  very  good  amateurs— but,  tragedy  by  amateurs  1 

MaylAth. — Jenny  Lind  e;dh:d.  Busied  Ihe  greater  part  of  the 
day  in  preparing  the  copy  of  Lmilisb,  for  Latin  verses. 

Muy  liith.  White,  Savage  Laiidui',  Pointer,  Maeliso,  C.  Eddy, 
Monsieur  and  Madame  Begnicr  came  to  dinner. 

May  2Hnt.~-  Made  out  a  computation  of  the  various  results, 
pecuniary,  of  my  diifi.j'Tir  courses  of  proceeding  to  the  end  of  my 
professional  life.  Dined  with  H.  Twiss,  met  there  Delanes,  Rogers, 
Mr. and  Mrs.  German  Hoed,  Lord  Be  Lisle  and.  MIssYilliers,  Miss 
Courte nay,  Lord  C'liarlevillu,  Colonel  Sharp,  &e.  Eogers  was  out 
of  humour  with  the  extreme  heat,  and  abused  everything  and 
everybody. 

May  24 th.—  Locked  at,  paper,  saw  the  death  of  O'Connell, 
"There's  a  great  spirit  gone!"  but  not  a  good  one,  cor  great  in 
the  qualities  which  eoustituie  true  greatness.  How  thick  the 
shafts  are  flying!  The  angel  of  death  is  unusually  busy  with 
great  names,  leaving  them  only  names.  Acted  Hamlet  at  Princess's 
Theatre.* 

May  2D(A.— Borstcr  and  Bulwer  Lytton  came  to  dine.  Talked 
over  the  subjects  of  plays  ilio  whole  evening,  and  at  last  we  seemed 
to  settle  down  upon  that  of  .Sir  Eobei-t  Walpolo  as  the  best  that 
could  be  devised  for  a  mixed  play. 

Muy  21th.— 'Went to  the  opera  in  low  spirits.  Saw'LaFiglia 
del  Koggiuieuto,'  and  Jenny  Lind — the  most,  charming  singer  and 
actress  I  have  ever  in  my  life  seen.  Her  energy,  vivacity,  archness, 
humour,  passion,  and  pathos  arc  equally  true.  Her  face  is  not 
handsome  in  feature,  but  beautiful  in  its  expression,  varied  as  it  is. 
I  was  enchanted  with  her. 

Mat/  SOIL— The  Lord  Advocate  and  .Mrs.  Eutherfurd,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dickens,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (.'arlyic,  il'aniz/.i,  Kastiako,  Rogers,  Miss 
Jewsbury,  Edwin  Landseer,  and  Jenny  Lind  came  to  dinner.  The 
day  was  very  pleasant,  and  the  party  seemed  to  find  it  so.  In 
the  evening  3!/.  "D'Hyneourt,  0.  liali.j,  Dclanos,  Horace  Twisses, 
Baroness  Eicbthal.  Standid,  Mactise.  Foist.er,  White,  Eabbage, 
Whcatstone,  Sir  J.  Eennie,  Spurgins,  Procters,  Mulready,  Leslies, 
.Terrold,  llyee,  Wilkie,  .Mii//.iui,  Ik/./i,  Sir  )■'..  Culuci-Lvi  inn,  ( 'iiarle.s 
Buller,  Misses  Jlcrries,  Le  Eoy,  4a,  came.  All  was  lively  and 
agreeable,  and  there  was  hut  one  expression,  and  that  was  delight 
v.iih  Jenny  Lind. 
June  1st.— Babbage,  Lyec,  ".Uulrcady,  A 'Beckett,  White,  Douglas, 
*  '['his  im element  at.  the  Yuncem's  Theatre  >vns  from  24th  May  to  18th 
June.— Ed. 
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Jerrold,  Benedict,  Hardwiok  came  to  dinner.  Standigl  sent  an 
excuse  at  tho  last  moment.  We  bad  a  very  pleasant  day.  In  tlie 
evening  Catherine,  whom  I  had  dissuaded  Irom  coming-  down  to 
dinner,  received  a  good  many  of  our  neighbour  friends  with  music — ■ 
.!■:.  Coldsmid,  Bishops,  Bopes,  Thnipps,  Miss  Sturch,  Thorburns, 
Bi-ockedons,  Baxondales.  Ains.worihs.  Bareness  Eicbthal,  Reeds 
Miss  ltainworth,  Miss  .Monsson,  SUir.lields,  Rills,  Sehwabes,  &e. 
All  went  off  very  agreeably  and  cheerfully. 

June  Bth.— The  Uelanes,  Helta  Skcrt'et.t,  Banny  I.iowarth.  Quill, 
the  Chisliolm,  Thackeray,  Lyon,   Trough Urn,  T  ravers,  Knox  dined 

Jwim-8th. — Mr.  and  Miss  D'Eyncourt,  Mr.  and  Bliss  Mackinnon, 
Mr.  and  Miss  Swynfcn  Jervis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Twiss,  Mr.  and 
Mrs,  E.  Goldsmid.  I.e  liny,  und  Fovster  dined  with  us. 

June  10(/i. — Baron  and  "Miss  Coldsmid,  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Schwabe, 
Sir  John 'Wilson,  H.  Smith,  Professor  Tom  Taylor,  Doctor  Spurg in 
dined  with  us. 

Jww  llilh. — Went  to  I'm  in  lit  on,  rending  'Scribe'  by  tho  way. 
Called  oil  Jenny  Lind.  T  saw  her,  and  she  was  apparently  pleased 
to  see  me.  She  was  in  costume  of  "  J.u  I/tylM,"  Sec,  to  sit  for  a 
statuette.  She  was  bearing  some  one  from  "iV(  four"  who  camo 
for  an  opinion,  or  instruction,  "  i/ui  ir.<-  pent  pun  nhunttr  du  twit,"  as 
site  said.  I  waited  till  she  was  free,  then  saw  her  again,  and  made 
an  appointment  for  Monday  for  Edwin  f.andseer  with  her.  Called 
on  Mi*s,  C.  Hall,  admired  her  beautiful  cottage,  beautifully  and 
tastefully  furnished. 

June  IStli. —  Acted  King  Lear  with  iimtj.li  care  and  power,  and 
was  received  by  a  most  kind  and  sympathetic  and  enthusiastic 
audience.  Jenny  bind  was  in  one  of  the  siage-bo\os,  and  after  the 
play  there  was  great  excitement,  to  see  her.  I  was  called  on.  the 
audience  tried  lo  make  me  come  on  atier  the  first  act,  but  of 
course  I  would  not  think  of  such  a  thing.  The  enthusiasm  of 
the  audience  on  my  taking  leave  was  very  great. 

Jane  24th. — Anniversary  of  wedding  day.  Barling  baby  was 
ehristened  Cecilia  Itenvemita.*"  The  Smiths,  H.  Skerrett,  Mrs. 
Dickens,  Wight  wick.  Trough  ton,  t'orster,  Kenyon.  Rezzi,  Oxenford, 
Maclise  dined  with' us.  We  received  a  very  kind  excuse  from 
Staudigl,  who  could  not.  sing  if  ho  dined.  A  very  cheerful  dinner. 
Sir  W.  Allan  and  Staudigl  came  into  tho  dining-room  before  the 
evening.  We  had  a  verv  eliai-mimr  eoncvrl  bv  Staudigl,  Miss  M. 
llawes,  MissBainl'orth,  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  h'ced  ('  Miss  B.  Horton),  the 
Misses  Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Cooke.  Tho  Eddys,  Hishops, 
Goldsmid,  Kimdls,  h'evs.  I'ieed  and  Slurcli,  Horace  Twiss,  Delano, 
Howarth,  Walker,  Thorburns,  Ac.     We  had  a  happy  day. 

June  2i>th  to  July  8th.~ Excursion  in  Belgium  and  Holland, 
Bruges,  Malines,  Antwerp,  llot.tenlam,  the  Hague. 

July   0th, — Went  with  Edward  to  sue   Baehol  in   Tliedro.'      It 

was  a  very  striking  perlori  nance,  all  intensity:  all  in  a  spirit   of 

*  Now  Mrs.  Honfoid.— Ed. 
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vehemence  and  fury,  that  made  me  feel  a  want  of  keeping:  1 
could  have  fundi.'*!  a  more  self-contained  performance,  more  pas- 
sionate fondness— not  fan- — in  her  love,  ami  move  pathos.  I  could 
imagine  a  performance  exciting  more  pity  for  the  character 
than  she  inspired,  and  equal  effect  in  the  scenes  of  rage  and 
despair. 

/■.'afilifiiirne,  AiiqvU  Is*.  —  Looked  at  the  papers;  very  much 
delighted  to  see  that  Fox  had  come  in  for  Uldliam.  Looked 
through  and  read  over  the  poems  of  Wotton  and  Raleigh.  Heard 
the  children  repeat  their  hymns.  "Went  with  the  children  and 
Catherine  to  church.  Mr.  Davids  called  to  inquire  about  my 
performing  at  llrury  Lane  for  Shakespeare's  house.  I  told  him 
1  had  not  the  power,  being  under  engagements. 

krpt-Htber  lli<.~  Occupied  in  preparing  the  arrangement  of  'Philip 
Van  A  rteveldo.' 

!*'ej>temh-r  lU.'t.— Children  read  their  u-ua!  morning  pages  of 
'Charles  XII.'  Letters  from  Mary  "Ihicknill,  from  Henry  Smith, 
from  Founder.  Lessons  from  nine  till  half-past  one.  Lushing- 
ton*  called,  whom  I  liked  very  much.  Walked  with  Catherino- 
and  Katie,  a  very  pleasant  rami  do.  Prepared  lesson  for  Monday, 
giving  Willie  some  Alcaic  verses  to  do.  Looked  over  the  Eng- 
lish verses  of  the  children.     Looked  out  sermon,  looked  out  verses. 

Sepfrmbrr  VHh. — Called  on  T.ushingfe-n,  saw  his  brother,  and 
Mrs.  Lushington,  Tennyson's  sister. 

London  Vrtubi-r  lLtii.—  Acted  Macbeth  (at.  Princess's  Theatre)! 
with  great  power.     Called  an:l  led  on  Miss  Cash  man. 

Odnhtr  ltilh.— Fox,  Forsf.er,  and  Maddox  came  to  hear  'Van 
Artevelde'  read.  Fox  and  Forster  were  greatly  excited  by  the 
play  ;  Maddox  reiterated  his  agreement  to  get  it  up. 

Uctolwr  )7th. — Went  out  with  Catherine  to  Mortlake  to  call  on 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Taylor;  proposed  to  him  to  have  'Philip  Van 
Artevelde '  acted.  He  seemed  pleased  with  the  idea,  and  would 
consider  it.  He  appointed  to  come  to  me  with  Mrs.  Taylor  on 
Tuesday  at  seven  to  hear  the  play  read. 

Octf/ber  YMh.— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor.  Elliot,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spring 
Rice,  Dickens,  Stanfiohl,  White,  and  Forster  came  to  the  rending: 
Nina  and  Katie  were  present.  The  effect  was  very  great.  Taylor 
said  he  had  no  idea  of  such  theatrical  power  being  in  the  work. 
He  a-senied  readily  to  its  porfonuiinee.     All  were  delighted. 

Dickens,  Forster,  Slanfield,  and  White  stayed  supper.  Let  me 
believe  this  a  good  omen. 

October  21s!. — T.'egan  the  day  wish  the  business,  which  I  expected 
to  last  for  two  or  three  hours,  of  preparing  a  copy  of  'Philip  Van 
Artevelde'  fortho  theatre.  T  was  busily,  very  busily,  employed  in 
it  the  whole  day,  and  it  is  not  nearly  finished.     H.  Taylor  called  in 

•  Professor  of  Greek  ia  the  Univti'sitv  of  Gbis^ow.— E». 

f  This  engagement   ut   the    Prim.*;^  Thi.ntLo  continued  to  7th  December. 
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the  morning,  and  gave  mo  some  altered  lines.    Ho  also  read  mo 

his  idea  m  which  the  second  Siadt  lions-  scene  should  be  played 
T,  ^-'"^i'^f"'^.— C>>nt imied  at  work  on  •  \  an  Arfevelde.'  Went  to 
Princes  J  heatre,  Wet  Taylor,  who  left  us  immediately;  Hpedob,--- 
Moxon.AVilmoft,  and, Forster.  Head  "Philip  Van  AYlcveldc'  to 
them  and  the  company  of  players.  1  refused  peremptorily  to  say 
one  word  about  if io  dispoMrion  „r  the  two  characters,  Van  J)eu 
boseh  amlOeco:  3Ir.  Maddox  east  them. 

Odt,i»c  21//,.— Going  up  to  dress  for  the  evening,  or  undress 
found  on  coming  down  Fonbianouie  in  the  study.  He  eat  long! 
1<  orster  came  m.    Ho  told  us  afterwards  that  ronblath,uehad"oi 

an  ofnee.  Statistical  Secrclary  to  the  Hoard  of  Trado,wilh  promise 
ol  pre  ferine  n(.  He  deserves  if,  and  much  more.  But  alas  I  for  the 
iileasiirc  ol  reading  his  nrrich-s  in  the  lira-miner 

Xocehih-r  22h./.  —Production  of  '  Van  Artoveldo.'  Attended  to 
,;I,SI1-!^'  <}:d  <[')'  l"^-  ^"H«:d  my  hardest.  Ywrnl.  to  rehearsal 
Acted  I  luhp  \  an  Arteveldc.  .Failed  ;  1  cannot  think  it.  my  fault 
Called  for  of  course.  1  orster,  Dickens,  Staufield,  rdaelise.'Sprim- 
luce,  and  his  brother  came  into  my  room.  T  am  very  tmi.appy  ■  in'v 
toil  and  hie  is  thrown  away.  I  ecriahdy  laboured  "more  than  m'v 
due  in  regard  to  the  whole  play,  and  much  of  my  own  part  of  Van 
Artoveldo  I  acted  we. 1;  but  the  play  was  so  under- acted  by  the 
people  engaged  in  it,  tic;!  ii  brol;e  dewn  under  their  weight  * 

Jkcembr  -ith.—  Acted  King  Henry  IV.  Tn  thinking  on  the 
difference  of  my  own  management  and  that  of  other-,  the  critics 
might  have  seen  thai,  ihe  dil'eivneo  was  groat,  ami  tho  cause  of 
it  this:  that  1  thought  lor  and  acted  to  Yuvsoll  every  character 
and  every  supernumerary  figure,  and  lan-ht  them  i  o  act  asl  would 
have  done  hud  1  been  east,  in  I  heir  places.  Tints  there  was  1he 
mind  of  a  first  actor  moving  and  harmonising  the-  action  of  tho 
mass  "  Hens  agitat  molem,  et  magno  se  corpora  miseet." 

December  Uth— Note  from  EHiotson  inclosing  ono  from  Barlow, 
of  the  Ko.val  Institution,  inviling  me  to  give  a  lecture  on  the 
literature  ol  a  given  period  in.  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season 

Jh,,l:w  rl:ytlt.—\s  r  was  going  fo  bed  Mr.  Anderson  sent  in 
bis  card  as  from  Osborne  House.  I  did  not  recoil, ct  what  Osborne 
louse  was;  he  eame,  and  1  recognised,  on  explanation,  tho  hus- 
band of  Mrs.  An-a.r-.oi].  the  pina^/-.  liis  iness.i-v  was  fas  iio  aP] 
to convey  ir.-i-  Majesfys  wish  that  I  would  read  Ihe  wonl-  (trans- 
lated troin^„i)h,e,.|,:snii„(,(,,-m:,u  and  :h)in  German  into  Fm.Hshl 
ol  'Antigone  l-e!  av  1  lor  Ma  ■.■.,„■  accompanied  by  yiondelsMdms 
iiutML.,  on  the  first  ol  January.  T  ..[uestionod  bin,  very-  strietlv  to 
ascertain  l!  Ins  message  was  a  direct  command  or  no  He  was 
e^isive.  but  very  civil  and  after  a  very  long  interview,  in  which 
I  told  linn    il   it  w.i«    lier  Majeslvs  command,    I  would  come  from 

Exeter,  where  I  should  act  on  the  Friday,   read  at  Windsor  on 

*  Tha  play  was  acted  again  on  23th  November  and  1st  Deep  in  ben— Ed. 
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Saturday,  and  return  to  I'vis!*!  mi  Sunday  ;  lait  ifr.rd,  Her  Majesty's 
own  wis!],  then  "1  excused  myself.  I  wrote  to  Marianne,*  that  she 
might  explain  my  position  to  Her  Majesty. 

iii  a-r,;k:r  20!!i.  -Went  to  the  "Westminster  Play,  'The  Adelphi.' 
Mr.  Liddell  welcomed  me  very  kindly.  Met  Carteret  Ellis  in  his 
drawing-room.  Saw  Bourne  at  a  distance,  Haweg,  Mr.  King, 
Milman,  whoasked  us  to  go  to  lea  in  the  evening.  I  went  and 
found  Lords  Lansdowne  and  Morpeth,  Dean  of  Westminster, 
Talfourd,  and  others,     Haw  Willie*  coming  out  from  the  play. 

December  21th. — In  the  evening  a  parly,  eliieily  of  young  people, 
friends  of  mine,  "Willie  and  Kati<-,  v.itli  Mr.  and  Mrs.  IJrookfiold, 
Elliotson,  Kenyon,  Misses  lio'dsmid,  "Walter  H.  Smith,  Horace, 
Twiss,  Miss  Cockhurn,  &c.  The  evening  was  very  cheerful,  and 
many  seemed  very  happy.  T  was.  p.really  pleased  with  Mrs. 
Rrookfield.   Slipped  nil"  lo  Ivd  about  half-past  twelve. 

Exeter,  Di.-eewter29tk. — Hamlet. 


[These  additional  sentences  are  placed  at  the  commencement 
of  the-  Diary  for  1848 :] 

When  thou  praviii!,  rather  let  tin-  hem-;.    he  without  wt.'uts  than  thy  words 

without  heart. 

A  patient  man  will  bear  for  a  time,  and   after  n-.irJs  jny  shall  spring  up  to 


'Sod  sends  us,  than  i 


[The  following  notes  of  prospects  ami   plans   are  written  < 

separate  piece  of  paper,  placed  in  the  Diary  for  184.8.] 


*  Mia)  Skerrett,  who  held  for  many  years  a  confident 
■(■  upon  the  <>uinsn.— Ed. 

lli'icrcjf.iy's  i.-.;ii.  thsji  at  Westminster  School.— Ed. 
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To  remain  on  t!;c  -ta<;c 
think  il  mere  dr.uljtt'til  tin 
income  of  £1200. 

till 

I  «m  sixty  years 

■ithei-  of  the  otlio: 

(.1:1     (IS-jl)  . 

Itfett, 

thoi 

f 

byth 

-.r,j  .-  In  April, 
at  decide  my  i 

1848,1 

rtaiu  if  I  can  obtain  this  office  in  that 
In  tho  meantime, 

"~ 

WOKS, 

70RK   OHEERFCLLT 

[The  early  part  nf  t  he  year  'ISSrf,  up  to  the  21st  of  Fein i my, 
when  an  en  gni;v  merit,  euntiimiii;:  to  tho  1  !th  of  April,  commenced 
at  the  Princess's  'J'lieaire,  was  ninety  occupied  by  provincial  engage- 
ments at  Bath,  Biislu],  She.flield,  Wolverhampton,  Manchester, 
Hull,  and  Ncweasllo,  varied  by  a  short  vi?it.  of  pleasure  to  his 
brother,  Major  Macready,  and  his  wife,  at  Cheltenham.] 
.  January  Vilh. — Sat  down  to  runiiiinto  thoroughly  on  the  plays 
to  be  done  at  tiie  Princess's.  Thought,  over  the  scenes  of  'Pen- 
ruddock,'  and  those  of  Sir  I'd  win  Minthuer;  did.  not  see  in  either 
enough  to  sustain  me  or  to  lift  me.  Turned  to  Shakespeare, 
considered  'Tiniou,'  suggested  by  1'orster,  which  could  not  bo 
iriiido  interesting  on  the  stage,  in  my  opinion.  Thought  of '  King 
Diehard  II.'  went  over  the  pari,  thought  it  premised  the  best  of 
all.  My  ago  is  an  objection  that  1  must  encounter,  and  may  over- 
come, by  truth  and  passion,  liead  llie  play,  ami  became  confirmed 
in  my  opinion  and  settled  in  resolution,  if  Mr.  Maddox  will  do 
anything  for  it.     Acted  Hamlet. 

Londi,n,  Fvlruary 'list . — At  Princess's  Theatre,  Macbeth.  Mrs. 
butler  as  Lady  Macbeth. 

Febrwtry  '1'ird.— "Wclsey.     Mrs.  Puller  as  Queen  Ivalherino. 

- — ■ 2tilh. — Othello.     Mrs.  Hut  lor  as  ll'esdemona. 

March  'Aril, — Birthday,  tet.  fifty-five.  Acted  King  Lear  in  my 
best  manner,  which  was  appreciated  by  llie  audience.  Called  for, 
led  on  Mrs.  Putler,  warmly  received. 

April  llli. — Heading  of'  Hamlet'  at  Maidstone. 

London,  April  i"j (.''(,—  Acted  Hrntus  in  a  very  masterly  manner.  I 
do  not  think  I  ever  acted  it  with  the  same  feeling,  force,  and 
reality.     Called. 

London,  April  2'2>,d—  "Waited  till  seven  o'clock,  and  went  with 
Catherine  and  Lctitin  into  the  drawing-room  to  sec  the  children 
"act."     A  linmoruiis  play-bill  was  placed  on  tin;  table,  announcing 
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Andronrnquc,  Paoine,  Achillas  and  Agamemnon,  l!i:is,  and  Horace's 
satire,  "  I  bam  foi'fe  via  sacra,''  dnur.iitieully  jimmied.  The  acting 
was  very  clever:  there  was  an  excellent  understanding  and  an 
ardent  feeling  of  I  heir  respective  parts.  If  I  had  not  tins  means  of 
educating  and  of  loavim;  pome  little  means  to  them,  I  should  be 
apprehensive  that,  the  possesion  of  litis  talent,  which  seems  like 
an  inheritance,  ini^ht  lead  them,  to  this  worst  exercise  of  a  man's 
intellect.  Their  dresses  were  insviiiousdy  made  up,  and  tlie  whole 
proceeding  was  most  interesting.  Dear  blessed  beings!  May 
their  hearts  ever  lie  as  light  anil  pure  and  as  happy,  at  least,  as 
now.    God  bless  them! 

April  27th. — Acted  Macbeth   at   Marylebono   Theatre.    28rt— 

April  2Wi.— "Went  with  Dickens  to  l.oyal  Academy  dinner. 
Much  pleased  with  works  of  Herbert,  Dauby,  Webster,  E.  Landseer, 
Creswiek,  SI  antacid,  lire  and  Cooper,  Cope,  Hughes.  Saw  many 
friends— Bishop  of  Norwich  had  forgotten  me;  so  had  Dcnman. 
The  day  was  not  so  lively  as  usual  ;  there  was  a  want  of  manage- 
ment, and  the  music  was  lad.  Proiighatu  was  making  himself 
absurdly  conspicuous.  The  Duke  spoke  as  unmeaningly  as  usual, 
and  Lord  Lansdowne,  whom  I  had  never  heard  speak  in  public 
before,  greatly  disappointed  me. 

M'ly  ill/. — Acted  King  Henry  and  Oakley  to  a  very  bad  house 
for  the  Shldons'  monument.     Called  ;  led  on  Mrs.  Warner. 

May  atk.-  -Came  with  Catherine  by  railway  to  Bedford,  reading 
by  tho  way  Porster's  'Oliver  Goldsmith,'  Arrived,  we  walked 
through  tho  town;  but  I  was  struck  as  Hat  as  tho  country  or 
place  itself  by  its  uniformly  dull  country.  I  felt  as  if  my  spirits 
nnd  energy  would  go  if  fixed  there.  I  do  not.  feel  at  present  as 
if  I  could  encounter  it.  Saw  the  school,  &C.  Walked  in  tho 
garden  and  into  ihe  other  part  of  the  town. 

[May  Wit  to  ISth.—  Provincial  engagements  at  Hath,  Bristol, 
Plymouth,  York,  Preston,  and  Chester,  acting  Henry  IV.,  Mr. 
Oakley,  Hamlet,  and  "Richelieu.] 

Luiv.hm,  M«y  lith.—  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates,  Baron  and  Baroness 
Goldsmid,  Mrs.  Procter,  Knox,  Kenyou,  lh>oldield,  Eastlako, 
Lumley  dined  with  us.  The  Dickens';-,  the  lierries's,  Ainsworths, 
Twisscs,  Howarth,  Campbell,  .Denvilles,  Holers,  Iiabbage,  Wheat- 
stone,  &c.,  came  in  the  evening. 

June  5(1. — Mrs.  UutlioHiud,  who  brought  an  excuse  front  the 
Lord  A.dvocate,  detained  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir  J.  Wilson, 
Sir  It.  Comyn,  i'aoi/^i.  Thackeray,  1".  f.amlseer,  Lyon,  Mrs.  Murray 
came  to  dinner;  a  pleasant  day.  hut  a  little  gloomed  by  the  empty 
chair  of  the  Lord  Advocate.  The  liaocrolls,  Mrs.  Thomas  and  Iter 
daughters.  Mrs.  Proeler  and  Adelaide,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell, 
Schwabe,  Otto  Ooldsmidt,  Oarlvle  and  Mrs.  Carlyle,  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Nicholson,  Madame  D'fai.'bCial  caoie  in  Ihc  evening. 

Junc7th.— Dined  with  Ib-ookfield.  Mrs.  Brookfickl  not  well 
enough  to  come  down  from  tho  drawing-room.     Met  Hallam,  Sir 
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0.  Elton,  Sir  A.  and  T.n.rl y  Cord™,  lialtam  junior,  Mr.  Greave. 
Miss  Elton.  In  the  evening  saw  the  Procters,  Miss  Wynne,  Miss 
Thompson,  &c.  ;  all  agreeable  evening  ;  met  Thackeray  Ruins  out. 

Jur.e  8M— C.  Jones  came  as  secretary  to  the  (Siddons  iikiiiii- 
ment)  committee;  dear  Stantiold  came,  and  very  kindly  Lord 
Lansdowne.  After  waiting  as  limp  as  we  could,  I  read  the  Report, 
and  we  concluded,  wif.ln.mt  flic-  formalities  of  a.  meeting,  that  it 
would  be  best  to  print  the  Jieport  and  inclose  it  with  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  to  snob  persons  as  would  be  likely  to.  take  an  interest 
in  such  a  measure,  or  who  ought  to  do  so.  Jones  and  myself, 
when  Lord  Lansdowne  hod  gone,  made  out  the  letter,  and  he  took 
it  Io  get  the  paper  printed. 

June  Qtli. — Went  with  Edward  and  Patty  to  Sir  John  Soane's 
house  or  museum,  a  quaint  piece  of  eoxcombory  anil  gimci'uckcry, 
absurd,  T  think,  to  be  left  as  it  is,  alone,  for  it  is  scarcely  worth 
tin:  ti'i'ii'ule  of ;/(.(' rig  to  see. 

The  sarcophagus  oi"  liekotii  ought  to  be  in  the  liritish  Museum; 
the  Hogarlhs,  Ca.naleltis,  the  Sir  Josbua,  and  Eowrence's  portrait 
of  Soane  should  be  in  the  "visional  Gallery.  "Walked  on  to  Camp- 
bell's ;  saw  the  sfal  ue  of  Mrs,  Siddons. 

Juiiellth.--C  Jones  called,  and  I  corrected  the  Peport  to  be 
printed  for  circulation,  looked  out  list  of  names,  &c  Adelaide 
and  Agnes  Procter  called.  Catherine  set  us  down  in  Hyde  Park, 
Willie  and  myself  called  on  Lady  I'lessington,  who  kept  us  talking 
long  ;  on  Shell,  from  home;  on  llallaiits,  from  liome  ;  Mr.  Murray, 
same  ;  Elliot  son,  fame  ;  Millard,  whom,  we  found  within,  and  where 
Bancroft  called.  In  Grosvenor  l.'lacc  we  met  .Richard  Jones,  who 
must  be  seventy,  but  whom  Willie  thought  not  more  than  fifty. 
We  talked  of  the  old  actors,  our  contemporaries,  of  whom  so  few 
are  left.     Edward  and  Patty  and  Ellen  came  to  dinner. 

June  12th. — 'I'll ought,  upon  the  constant,  subject,  my  change  of 
home.  The  consideration  of  the  purpose  of  life,  as  given  by  Cod, 
and  the  comparative  power  of  discharging  our  duty  in  it,  pressed 
strongly  upon  me.  My  own  degraded  position,  as  being  proscribed 
from  the  privileges  common  to  my  many  associat-eu,  viz.,  that  of 
going  to  court- a  matter  worthless;  in  itself,  but.  made  a  brand  and 
an  insult  by  being  denied  to  me,  as  one  of  a  class. 

Kdward,  Pally,  and  Ellen  dined.  Talked  with  Edward,  and 
pushed  him  home  upon  the  question  of  America.  His  opinion  was 
that  it  would  be  his  choice,  with  my  !arp;  family,  to  live  in  England 
upon  however  contracted  a.  scale,  relinquishing  nil  but  mere  living, 
of  course  giving  up  society,  and  getting  on  in  sonic  country  town 
as  well  as  I  could  (ill  T  saw  what  chances;  my  sons  had,  and  how 
things  might  turn  up.  As  to  my  daughters  losing  all  the  advan- 
tages of  society,  ho  thought,  nothing  of  that;  in  fact  the  amount  of 
reasoning  was  this:  "  I  would  stay  in  England  under  whatever 
circumstances,  though  1"  e:inTiot  deny  the  advantages  which  appear 
in  the  United  States/'  This,  I  may  say,  determines  mo  for  America. 
God  prosper  ns! 
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June  VSth. — Looked  at  the  paper;  sony  and  ashamed  to  read 
(lie  account,  of  the  outrage  oNered  to  the  French  actors  last  night 
nt  Drury  Lane  Theatre.  Asked  for  the  m imager,  and  was  shown 
to  his  room,  the  first  time  I  have  entered  (lie  .stage-door  since  I 
quitted  it.  The  manager  seemed  alarmed  at  my  presence.  I  told 
him  in  French  I  had  called  to  express  my  concern  and  indig- 
nation at  the  outrage  offered  them  last  night,  &c.  They  were 
very  grateful,  and  asked  if  I  had  not  been  content  with  my 
reception  at  Paris.  I  told  them  how  gratefully  I  remembered 
it,  and  ever  should.  They  asked  if  I  would  write  a  line  to  that 
effect.  I  sat  down,  and  in  the  midst,  of  their  hurried  conversation 
wrote  a  note  to  M.  Hostein,  the  direolor.  They  were  profuse  in 
their  acknowledgments,  Jnlhen  observing  two  or  three  times, 
"  C'est  digue  de  votre  caractere."  M.  Hostein  in  great  joy  intro- 
duced me  to  two  actors  as  T  passed,  who  were  very  grateful  and 
respectful.  Called  on  Henry  Taylor,  Mrs.  H.  T.  very  unwell. 
Coming  home,  wrote  a  corrected  nolo  to  M.  Hosiein,  requesting 
him  in  French  to  substitute  it  for  that  which  1  had  left  with  him. 
The  Dickens's  and  llillaid  dinc;l  with  us.  Answer  from  M. 
Hostein. 

June  litk. — Wrote  to  ^faiiaune  Sheered  with  Hie  Siddons:  pnpers 
for  the  Queen,  to  G.  Anson  foT  Prince  Albert,  and  to  Lord  Howe 
for  the  Queen  Dowager. 

London,  to  J!cr/ft:nl,  June  \'4h. — Pead  The.  Times,  in  which  my 
letter*  to  M.  Tlosiein  .appeared,  aad  a  further  condemnation  of  the 
"dull  brutality  "of  the  wretched  rnfliaus  who  so  disgraced  them- 
selves in  last  niglii's  dist.urhiiiieeat.tlie  theatre.  At  Swindon  saw 
Wilson,  the  Scotch  melodist :  lie  was  open-mouthed  about  those  vilo 
rascals.  Talked  wilii  dear  K  at  ie.  wlio  is  a  most  engaging  child. 
Cod  bless  her !  At  Gloucester  )  took  her  to  sec  the  cathedral ;  we 
could  only  take  a  hasly  glance  at  it  ;  saw  another  church;  showed 
her  the  view  from  the  terrace  at  Ucss.  "Reached  Hereford  at  five, 
and  came  to  cur  excellent  friends  thcTwisses;  found  them  in  good 
spirits;  found  Arthur  and  Godfrey  here.  Spent  a  very  cheerful 
evening, 

Leedn,  June  17th. — Fonnd  at  my  lorteings  letters  from  Messrs. 
Hodgson  and  P.uiton,  1  presume  solicitors,  "  inquiring  of  mc  in  the 
names  of  Messrs.  Webster,  C.  Kean,  C.  3hilhe\vs,  Farren,  Hurley, 
Fuekstone.  Wright,  .Meadows,  Granliy,  .('.  Fed  ford,  F.  Mathews, 
Leigh  Murray,  it.  Foxley,  Hughes,  O.  Smith,  Lambert,  Worrett, 
Cres wick,  Howe,  and  numerous  other  members  of  (lie  profession 
who  do  not  concur  in  the  course  you  have  adopted,  &c.,  whether 
the  words  used  by  you  to  M.  Hostein  were  actually  uttered  by  me, 
and  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  profession  who  authorized  mo 
to  protest,"  Ac.  Occupied  during  the  evening  in  making  a  copy  of 
a  reply  to  1  he  so  persons.     Letters  from    Poole  about  the  English 

*  The  letter  referred  gratefully  to  the  kind  reception  he  had  three  times 
enjoyed  when  at  ting  hi  I'nriK,  and  rc~re'lM  th:it  -imilsr  courtesy  was  not 
shown  to  the  French  company  in  London. — En. 
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players.  Read  in  paper  of  poor  Tom  Steele's  death.  I  wish  I  hart 
seen  him  as  I  intended.  His  fate  was  unhappy,  bul  not  altogether 
attributable  to  the  causes  assigned  by  the  papers,  lie  had  spent 
his  fortune  before  lie  joined  O'Connell. 

K:me  lHf.ii  tit  2?> /■■■/. — J-'ngjiiruriiciit  at  Leeds.] 
udon,  Junt:  %ith.— ("'aiiyle  and  Mrs  Oarlyle,  Sir  A.  and  Lady 
Gordon,   Sheil,  Charles  Duller,   Mr.  :i nd    Mrs.  Jny,  Lady  Morgan. 
Hillard,  Comte  D'Ursay,  and  Erookfield  dined  with  us  ;  Procters 
and  Howarths  came  in  the  evening. 

[Jul:/  Mil  to  Hf.ii  —  Three  nights  at  llirminghani.] 
London,  July  lOt-v. — Special  performance  at  Dniry  Lane. 
Occupied  with  affairs  for  the  evening  and  taking  my  dresses. 
Called  for  Dickens,  with  whom  1  went  down  in  Use  carriage  to 
Drury  Lane  Theatre.  Saw  Miss  Ciislunan,  with  whom  was  Bliss 
Met  lays.  I  talked  with  them  some  time.  Dickens  was  very 
active  all  day,  answered  letters  for  me,  and  took  on  himself  various 
arrangements.  He  was  the  acting  manager;  the  play  was  very 
respectably  set  upon  the  stage.  I  lent  >Fr.  Thelps  my  dress  for 
King  Henry  VIII.  Rehearsal  two  piece;!  ;  saw  Draliam,  Knowlcs. 
On  going  on  the  stage,  indued,  as  it  appeared  from  the  beginning 
of  the  anthem,  an  organised  disturbance,  similar  to  that  got  up 
for  the  expulsion  of  the  French  actors,  was  violently  persisted  in 
by  a  few  persons  in  the  pit  and  the  galleries.  My  reception  was 
very  great,  and  the  house,  with  Her  Majesty  and  the  Prince  in 
state,  was  most  brilliant.  The  noise  continued  through  the  scene, 
and  in  tlienest,  m  ishing  to  ascertain  ilie  nature-  of  the-  disturbance, 
I  sent  to  ask  leave  to  address  the  audience.  The  Queen  granted  it, 
and  I  told  the  galleries  that  understanding  they  were  incommoded 
for  want  of  room,  i  hud  to  assure  them  that,  happy  as  J  had  been  in 
receiving  favours  from  them  for  many  years,  they  would  now  add 
to  my  obligations  by  recoil  ing  their  money  and  leaving  the  theatre. 
Applause,  but  not  tranquility,  ensued,  and  it  was  only  in  the 
banquet  scene  that  the  plav  hojan  to  he  beard.  I  took  great  pains 
both  in  Cardinal  Wolsey  and  in  Mr.  Oakley.  The  Queen  left  at 
the  end  of  the  '  The  Jealous  Wife,'  and  I  was  called  on  and  most 
warmly  greeted.* 

"  This  night's  ;■?:■  li  a  uiar.;:e  at  Dm  it  J.;iac  TlicM-*  was  "ivori  l;y  the  special 
command  of  the  (anion,  and  tor  Mac  road  v's  benot-t,  on  tho  oci-asion  of  his 
approaching  depart uro  for  America.  Tho  Queen  Diuvasrnr,  the  Duchesses  of 
Kent  and  Cambriilyo,  and  other  members  ul'  the  royal  family  were  present, 
together  with  mam-  rrpresoatatives  of  political  life,  of  art.  and  of  literature. 
Us  was  supports. t  bv  toe  lrioiellv  icniisi  at'  Mrs.  ^i„E,ctt,  Mrs,  Warner,  Miss 
Rahifath,  Miss  I'.  iko-mn,  Mrs,  Stirlinsr,  of  Mr,  Phelps,  .Mr.  Hudson,  Mr. 
liyitcr,  Mr.  Mellon,  and  Miss  I'orsier.  lie  was  also,  for  assistance,  or  oilers  of 
assistant,  iiileblet  to  Mr.  Krahani.  who  came  iVmn  his  retirement  for  this 
purpose  to  .Miss  Ciulililr.ll.  to  tho  .His..'-  Wii.iauis.  Mrs.  .tune  Mordaiirit,  ami 
Mrs  Wilit  worth,  to  Mr.  l.,.i;;h  Murray,  Mr.  A.  Wi-.a,,  to  Mrs.  brougham,  Mr. 
A.  Yimtige,  and  Mr.  Norton,  to  Mr,  Jli'ui'iljrt.  (noiv  Sis  Julius),  and  Mr. 
Will m ott.  to  all  of  whom  la'  cpiesse.l  tiis  thanks  in  print  bv  a  "  card,"  dated 
from  5,  Clarence  Terrace,  Uc-eat's  Park,  July  12th,  18*8.— "Kq. 
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July  15«ft.— Note  from  Hansom,  informing  me  that  £489  3s.  Gd. 

had  been  paid  lo  my  account  by  my  committee. 

.JulyWt/i.  -Dined  with  Thackeray;  met  tlio  Gordons,  Kenyons, 
Procters.  Reeve,  Yilliers,  Evans,  Staniiold,  and  saw  Mrs.  Sartoris 
and  S.,  C.  Banco,  White,   H.  Goldsmid  in  the  evening. 

July  'ZZr-l— Dickons*  railed  ;  ho  told  mo  the  receipts  at  Drury 
Lane,  before  the  people  look  back  their  money,  was  above  £1200 
— above  £!)i»  wns  returned, 

Jafy  24!/i. ■- -Silliman,  llillard,  and  White  came.  We  started  in 
the  carriage,  called  and  took  up  Kcnyon,  and  pursued  our  way, 
Silliman  (whom  I  found  a  very  agreeable  man,  iuid  hud  met  at 
dinner  in  Now  York)  and  myself  on  the  dickey.  Jie  was  delighted 
■with  and  curious  about  all  ho  Paw.  We  went  to  Kolvedcro,  but 
found  the  gates  closed — Sir  Collins;  Dardley  Smith  the  present 
owner— and  no  represents!  inns  could  make  the  woman  at  the  lodge 

rrmit  more  than  myself  to  pass  and  go  up  to  the  house.  This 
did,  leaving  my  companions  lo  wait  my  return.  Douching  the 
house,  I  wrote  on  my  card  my  dilemma,  asking  leave  to  show  the 
groundsill  my  American  friends,  if  it  were  inconvenient  to  see  the 
pictures.  Sir  C.  E.  Smith,  on  receiving  the  card,  sent  to  ash  me  in, 
and  received  mo  very  coummisly,  asking  if  1  was  Mr.  Macready. 
I  explained  with  due  apologies  the  cause  of  my  trespass,  to  which 
he  very  obligingly  said,  if  we  would  walk  round  the  grounds  first, 
the  butler  on  onr  return  should  show  us  the  house.  He  was  most 
courteous,  and  a  thoroughly-bred  gentleman.  I  returned  to  my 
delighted  friends,  and  conveyed  them  through  (hose  lovely  scones. 
On  returning  to  the  Louse  we  inscrihed  our  names,  and  1  received 
on  my  card  an  intimation  that,  Mr.  Ogg.  Sir  C.  E.  Smith's  clerk, 
should  show  us  the  bouse  himself.  This,  as  I  afterwards  found, 
was  a  delicate  way  of  preventing  onr  giving  fees.  The  young  man 
came,  and  conducted  us  into  the  study.  Here  Sir  0.  E.  Smith 
came  to  us,  and  received  us  very  politely,  observing  to  me  that 
a  very  large  debt  was  due  to  me  for  the  efforts  I  had  made  to 
reform  the  theatres,  asking  me  if  1  had  not,  been  unsuccessful  in  my 
endeavours,  &o.  T  told  him  .No,  not  as  related  to  the  public  ;  that 
any  obstruction  was  inthe  propriety  of  each  theatre,  I  presented 
my  American  friends,  of  whom  he  made  some  inquiries  respecting 
some  clerical  characters  in  New  York,  advanced  and  shook  bands 
with  me,  and  left  ns  to  continue  our  inspection.  1  lillard  above  all, 
though  all  were  charmed,  was  enraptured  with  the  '  Assumption  ' 
of  Murillo.  We  retired  much  pleased;  the  clerk  declined  all 
gratuity  ;  I  gave  two  shillings  to  the  iiortcress  at  the  lodge.  We 
lunched  at  the  little  inn  and  went,  back  to  Greenwich.  I  remained 
at  the  Trafalgar  reading  1he  paper  while  my  companions  went  over 
the  Hospital.  Stantield,  Macb'se,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Twiss 
arrived;  then  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickens,  .Miss  .Hogarth  and  Catherine 
and  Troughton,  and  we  sat  down  to  one  of  those  peculiar  Knglish 
banquets,  a  whitebait  dinner.  We  were  oil  very  cheerful — very  gay  ; 
all  unbent,   and  without  ever  forgetting  the  respect  due  to  each 
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other;  all  was  mirth  unrestrained  and  delighted  gaiety.  Sony's 
were  sung  in  rapid  succession,  and  jests  filing  about  from  e.ach 
part  of  the  table.  Choruses  broke  out.,  and  the  reins  were  filing 
over  the  necks  of  the  merry  set.  After  'Aidd  J. an™  Syne,'  sung 
by  all,  Catherine  giving  the  solos,  we  rel.nrned  home  in  our  hired 
carriage  and  an  ominous  hired  for  the  noMfce,  iienyon  and  I  on 
the  box  of  the  carriage.     A  very'happy  daj. 

July  'i',)th—  Mr.  l^vans  culled,  and  .1  showed  him  the  edition  of 
Pope  which  I  had  prepared,  iijiiuiflu^r  the  feasibility  of  the  plan  to 
make  it  a  student's  edition,  the  price,  &a.  lie  seemed  to  enter  into 
my  views,  viz.,  ol'printing  if  forpvivah:  circulation,  and  if  demanded, 
to  publish  it  at  a  price  which  would  pay  its  own  costs— with  which 
1  was  extremely  well  satisfied.* 

[July  iii-W/i  tu  llt/i  Auyiitl.  —  Engagements  at  Swansea,  Bristol, 
Birmingham,  Hull.] 

Auyud  lZth. — Visit  to  Mrs.  T'orshaw  at.  Xantwicll. 

London,  AwjvM  'AUt. — Wrote  to  the  31  aster  of  Balltol  College, 
Oxford,  to  enter  Willie.  Went  to  Equitable  insurance  Ollice.  J 
saw  Mr.  Morgan,  and  lie  agreed  to  my  taking  the  whole  range  of 
the  United  States,  So.,  per  license,  for  £103,  for  which  I  gave  him 
a  cheque  and  received  a  receipt. 

S-.jit-m.lKr  lsi. — Went  with  Catherine  and  four  eldest  children  to 
His  tree :  enjoyed  the  rido  with  them,  the  beauty  of  the  country, 
the  recollection  of  every  house  and  tree,  the  wandering  over  and 
through  our  old  house.  Kim  l'laee,  where  so  many  of  our  children 
were  born;  walked  through  the  neglected  grounds,  and  marked 
the  shrubs  and  trees,  now  grown  very  high,  that  I  had  planted. 
How  many  happy  hours  have  1  spent,  there!— and  it.  is  consecrated 
by  its  sorrows  too.  I  have  suffered  as  well  as  enjoyed.  Walked 
down  to  the  reservoir:  every  step  was  a  memory.  Went  to 
Mr.  Howarth's;  dined  there. 

[Liverpool,  September  1th. — Acted  Wolsey,  Oakley.] 

September  9th. — Start  for  America. 

Bustun,  S-fit-.-mfKr  2iln,-  -Thanks  fo  Almighty  God,  I  reached 
the  pier  at  East  Boston  this  morning  at  about  five  o'clock.  My 
night  had  been  short,  but  not  so  bad  as  many  of  the  preceding 
ones.  Dressed  with  all  spee;l,  and  arranged  my  packages,  which 
with  my  despatches,  were  all  ready.  A  messenger  for  the'despatcbes 
came  on  board,  and  gave  me  directions  how  to  manage  to  get 
instantly  on  shore-  and  pass  i  lie  Customs.  All  was  smooth  for  Trie 
and,  after  the  mails  had  been  carried  out,  "I  went;  my  luggage 
was  most  courteously  passed  with  only  opening  one  trunk,  and  in 
a  cab  I  set  out  for  the  Tremont,  Keaehed  (he  hotel,  and  found  my 
rooms  comfortably  ready,  diaries  Sumner  called,  whom  I  was 
d./lighkd  to  see. 

Heplcmher  ■J.htli. — Went:  to  Cambridge,  to  Fulton  ;  met  his  wife. 

*  'The  Poetical  V,", >]-;-:  c,f  A>ini]Jcr  l*i>[ie.  KeviseJ  and  arranged  expressly 
for  Yfinii.!;  l'.;o]Ue.     By  Willi;.,!,,  (11:  , 

publish i*l  \,y  Bradbury  and  F.v:ui<  ia  1849.— En.  ' 
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Longfellow,  to  whom  I  pave  Forster's  book.  We  dined ;  I  was 
unwell  after  dinner.      Called    on  Everett:    gave  him  II.  Taylor's 

book;  sat  sonic  time.  Called  at  Mr,  Norton's,  at  3Ir.  Palfrey's,  at 
Powen's,  giving  liim  1" ureters  Look.  "W'trtit.  to  Longfellow's;  eaw 
his  lovely  wife — sweet  woman — and  her  sister,  Mis.  Mackintosh  ; 
took  lea  with  them. 

September  2G'/i. — Pel  ton  called,  and,  soon  after,  Longfellow. 
They  walked  out  with  me;  met  Mr.  Quinoy,  ex-President  of 
Harvard  College.  Lull  II.  Taylor's  book,  wiiii  my  eiird,  at  Ticknor's, 
Called  on  A.  Lawrence,  on  the  Carys,  and  saw  Mi.-s  Eliza— a  very 
intelligentand  agreeable  c^ij-l. — lelt  card  at  Colonel  Perkins'.  Called 
on  Mrs.  Story  ;  saw1  an  excellent  liU^n-sK  in  plaster  of  the  dear  old 
Judge  by  W.  Story  :  pat  and  tallied  with  her  some  time.  Long- 
fellow had  left,  us.  Left  Keiiyon's  nolo  and  my  card  at  Winf.hrop's. 
Met  Dana  and  talked  with  him:  left  Kenyon's  note  and  my  curd 
at  Prescott's. 

Note  from  Cliarles  Norton,  who  had  called  to  Invito  me  from 
his  father  to  dine  some  day  tins  week.  I  answered,  declining, 
under  expectations  to  go  to  Xew  York.  Lead  li.  Taylor's  second 
essay  on  Wordsworth's  sonnets,  &c.  Head  through,  for  selection, 
Dry  don's  Prologues  and  Epilogues  :  for  the  same  purpose,  hie 
Translation  from  Theocritus,  from  Lucretius,  from  Horace,  liead 
his  '  Mac  Flecknoe,'  marking  it.  Looked  at  my  edition  of  Tope, 
with  which  Felton  had  expressed  l.ims.df  well  pleased. 

September  27 (!<.— Charles  Norton  called,  whom  1  like  extremely. 
Wintbrop  called,  whom  I  like  too.  Mr.  Ay  ling,  of  tho  Howard 
Athensijum,  called.  Drove  out  to  Cambridge  and  called  on  Felt  on, 
intending  to  go  to  New  York  to-morrow  morning.  He  was  out, 
and  Mrs.  F.  directed  me  to  eateh  him  at.  the  Worcester  station; 
induced  him  to  return  with  mo.  Logan  io  read,  and  rested  ;  read 
in  Dryden.  Went  to  George  Curtis;  met  Dr.  Haywood,  very 
intelligent  man;  Dr.  Iiolnx-s,  a  very  delightful  one,  he  walked 
home  with  me.     Lead  some  pages  of '  The  Hind  and  Panther.' 

tkpkmler  28//'.— Mr.  HnckcU  came,  and  promised  everything  I 
asked.  I  pondered  all  matters  :  (hose  positive  assurances;  Gould's 
instances;  the  importance  ot  savin;;'  time, and  the  little  real  differ- 
ence there  could  be  in  any  of  Ihese  theatres  ;  the  dollar  price  so 
uiignuigingly  plueed  and  adyuiue;!  at  ihe  I  ipera  House,  and  possibly 
made  a  ground  ol'  e^eepiion  at  cither  of  the  other  theatres;  theso 
considerations  woigiied  with  me,  and  I  decided.  We  signed  agree- 
ments, which  1  pray  God  may  be  for  good. 

New  York,  October  2nd. — In  my  ruminations  this  morning  on  my 
contemplated  change  of  country  (dear  Ting-land  !)  I  detected  most 
unequivocally  considerations  of  vainly  brought  into  the  balance 
that  I  am  endeavouring  u>  adjust  between  tbejjra  and  eon.  argu- 
ments upon  the  subject,  Why  should  f  horitate  to  note  down  in 
so  many  words  tho  particular  littleness,  which  1  found  had  place 
in  my  mind  in  its  attempt  to  reason  out  this  ur.poriant  question  ': 
Arranging  in  imagination  our  house  with  its  little  pretty  furniture, 
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email  objects  of  art,  &c„  at  Cambridge,  a  sort  of  apprehension 
came  across  my  mini],  liow  low  there  will  be  to  see  or  know  any- 
thing of  it ;  in  other  words,  how  little  admiration  from  others  it  will 
receive!  I  thank  tit:n\  I  Irs  weakness  has  been  made  palpable  tome, 
that  I  may  have  my  defence  against  its  eni  hillnenco.  Busy  with 
weekly  affairs.  Looked  over  '  Macbeth.'  Wrote  and  closed  my 
letter  to  my  beloved  Catherine.  Looked  at  paper  ;  the  American 
news  gives  me  little  interest.  Went;  io  theatre.  Found  the  players, 
as  I  thought,  disposed  to  bo  "peery,"  to  quote  an  oIdtheatVic.il 
word;  but  they  seemed  to  grow  amenable:  I  hope  I  may  find  them 
so.     Rehearsed  '  Macbeth..' 

(kl'iber  Sri. — Judge  Kent,  coiled  -a  very  charming  person — he 
talked  much  about.  Cambridge,  which  he  thinks,  ununited  to  us,  and 
which  he  wishes  mo  to  hoar  Mrs.  Kent  speak  of.  Looked  at  paper. 
"Rubles  looked  in.  Looked  over  ;  Macbeth,'  Continued  my 
perusal  of  that  dullest  poem,  '  The  Hind  and  Panther.'  Buxton 
called.  Copied  some  of  my  Katie's  lines.  "Went  to  Hughes'' 
Saw  Curtis,  Major  Voussin,  Sedgwick,  Mrs.  Gibbs.  Major  Scott. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brookes,  whom  1  like  more  the  more  I  know  her.  In 
what  does  the  society  I  met  to-night  differ  from  good  English 
society,  or  what  more  is  needed  in  society  V 

Octoher  4th.— Acted  Macbeth  with  more  spirit-realising  thought 
and  intensity  of  peisoiiifieaiien  than  I  have  usually  done.  It  was 
one  of  my  nights  of  Macbeth.  I  was  called  on  at  the  end  of  first 
act,  but  would  not  go  forward.  Called  at  the  end,  and  on  the 
audience  suspending  their  applause,  which  gave  occasion  to  one 
person  to  hiss,  and  another  io  cry  "Turn  him  out,"  I  addressed 
them,  to  thcei'icci.  Unit  I  did  not  usually  address  my  audiences,  but 
could  not  resist  the  impulse  Io  impress  the  pleasure  T  had  in  their 
approval;  first,  for  the  gratification  it  afforded  me  as  an  evidence 
of  their  appreciation  of  me,  and  as  a  contradiction  to  some 
journalists  who  had  welcomed  me  with  the  assertion  that  I 
was  superannuated  and  incapable  of  representing  the  creations 
of    Shakespeare.     I    opposed    their   judgment   to    my   unknown 

Octoher  Sift.— -Went  to  theatre.  Iiehearsed  'Othello.'  David 
Colden  called.  Hackctt  paid  me  «.i ;  10-iJO.  Sent  cheque  to  the 
bank;  found  nolo  lioin  "I).  Colden.  Jhiggies  called  for  mo  ;  went 
with  him,  E.  Curtis,  and  Porte  son  o  to  the  Croton  reservoirs,  and 
thence  to  the  aqueduct,  which  is  situated  very  b.eauli fully  ;  the 
rocks  and  trees,  the  sky  and  sunset,  touched  me  more  than  these 
noble  works  of  a  willing  people,  who  individually  voted  to  tax 
themselves  for  this  great  benefit.  The  citizens  gave  their  un- 
divided votes  upon  the  subject,  voting  by  live  and  by  six  to  one 
the  difi'erent  questions. 

October  &t /..—Othello. 

October  7W.~Gould  called,  and  from  him  I  collected  that  the 
performance  of  last  lilght-  had  made  a  powerful  impression,  which 
was   satisfactory  after,  the   comparatively  little   applause   of  the 
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audience.-  Went  with  ('olden  to  the  Century  Club  :  sat  and  talked 
some  time  ;  met  Mr.  Seymour  there,  ire.  The  fire-bell  again 
poing  to-night,  and  the  voices  of  tin;  firemen  villi  their  engines 
in  the  Streets.  This  is  of  frequent  occurrence.  Alas  for  the 
sufferers ! 

New  Turk,  October  8lh.— Read  a  very  scurrilous  attack  on  my- 
self, so  very  abusive  and  full  of  falsehood  that  it  did  not  in  the 
least  annoy  or  disconcert  me,  in  a  Boston  penny  paper.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  vulgar  humour  in  it,  and  it  was  not  nnenter- 
raining. 

October  9(7i.— Macbeth. 

10th. — Bryant  called,  whom  I  was  delighted  to  see.     I 

took  occasion  to  toll  him  and  explain  io  him  that,  there  were  "no 
passages  between  Sir,  Forrest  and  myself ;"  that  I  had  been 
passive  throughout  all  that,  had  occurred  in  which  his  name  v as 
mentioned,  and  had  shown  him  all  due  attention. 

Oduber  llth. — Acted  King  Lear  as  well  as  I  could  with  several 
cmirrftrrips  and  a- cold  audience.   Called. 

October  VUh. — Acted  Hamlet,  not  without  some  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  some  friends  of  Forrest  might  not  be  in  the  theatre  on 
purpose  to  give  colour  by  their  disapprobation  to  the  "justice" 
of  Lis  outrageous  conduct  in  hissing  mo  for  my  illustration  of  the 
"idle"*  assumption  of  Jlamlet  on  the  Kings  approach.;  but  there 
was  spontaneous  applause,  and  after  a  short,  interval,  as  if  it  wcro 
remembered  that  this  must  have  been  the  point  of  Mr.  Forrest's 
exception,  another  confirmatory  round.  I  was  very  much  cut 
up  in  the  play,  hut  made  the  best  fight  I  could.    Called  at  the 

Odob-.r  10(A.-  -News  brought  me  of  the  death  of  my  dear  friend 
and  relative,  Jonathan  liircb,  one  of  the  ben— the  hcnt—ui  men, 
whom  I  loved  most  fervently  :  ami  he  id  gone,  leaving  not  many 
like  him  behind  him.     Acted  Hamlet. 

JScdon,  Or.h-h:  r  iiQUi.  —  Macbeth.  S.'ovemb'.r  Ut. — Richelieu.  2nd, 
—Othello,    3rd.— Werner. 

November  4  th.. — On  this  day.  hence  for  u-ard  ma;  bed  ok  ono  of  my 
most  sad  anniversaries,  my  beloved  brother,  the  playfellow  of  my 
boyhood,  the  cherished  -pri.-tf.^  and  pupil  of  my  youth,  the  friend 
of  my  life,  F.dward  Neville  ilaeroaily,  died.  Blessed,  blessed  be 
ids  spirit !    Amen. 

Novembtr  (Hit-  Kthearsed  ;  was  struck  at  the  grave  scene  with 
the  extraordinary  "eight  of  the  skull  which  was  given  to  mo.  I 
thought  it  was  loaded  ;  then  it  occurred  to  me  it  might  be  filled 
with  earth— but  no.  Mr,  Ayling  observed  to  mo  it  might  he  a 
negro's  skull;  looking  at  the  recoiling  forehead,  I  perceived  it 
was  so.  But  directly  this  eireumstariee  seemed  to  confirm  to  me 
Agassis' theory,  that  the  brain  did  not  develop  itself  after  child- 
hood; the  brain  does  not.  grow,  bur  the  bone  does.     The  weight 

0  "They  ore  coming  to  the  play  ;  I  mast  be  i  ile.'' — '■  Iljitt: let/  act  iii.,  scent 

2.— Ed. 
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of  this  skull  went  in  confirmation  of  this  ingenious  theory.    Rested, 
Acted  Hamlet. 

I'/iU'iil-Jfihi-i,  Ni,Ki'iyJ::i-  20(3. — Acted  lUaebcth.  Before  the  play 
Mr.  Ityder  came  to  inform  me  there  would  be  a  disturbance.  I 
would  take  no  stimulant;  had  fortunately  eaten  a  light  dinner, 
conscious  of  having  done  nolliing  even  questionable.  I  was  pre- 
pared. I  heard  great  shouting  at'31r.  Ityder,  who  was  evidently 
mistaken  by  the  depiit.nl  rimers  for  myself.  "Went,  uu,  and  applause. 
with  the  hissing,  coarse  noises,  &a.,  of  the  ruffians  there,  attended 
my  entry.  I  received  it  unmoved,  and  went  on  braving  it.  It 
continued  growing  more  am!  more  faint  through  the  scenes,  the 
rioters,  sometimes  wd  [-informed,  trying  to  interrupt  the  more 
effective  parts  of  the  porfonnanta:.  but  becoming  gradually  subdued, 
until  applause  aroused  them  sign  in.  They  were  sufficiently  quiet 
before  the  end  of  the  first  act.  They  heard  the  dagger  soliloquy, 
manifestly  em-apt,  and  the  apphiuse  was  a  genuine  burst,  but  of 
course  again  a  signal  iur  the  ruiliasi  blackguards  assembled.  The 
murder  went  triumphantly,  and  the  second  act  ended  as  having 
stilled  them.  I  went  through  cheerily  and  defvingly,  pointing  nt, 
the  scoundrels  such  passages  ns  "I  dare  do  all,"  &q.  The  third 
act  also  had  evidently  a  strong  hold  upon  them— in  the  early  part 
a  copper  cent  was  thrown  at  me,  missing  me,  which  particularly 
excited  the  indignation  of  the  audience— nnd  when  I  went  on  a 
bouquet  was  thrown  to  me.  I  mention  all  I  can  recollect.  The 
fourth  act  passed  smoothly  alter  my  entrance.  In  the  fifth  act, 
as  if  the  scoundrels  were  aware  that  it  was  a  strong  point  for  me, 
they  began  with  more  than  their  primary  violence  of  noise  and 
outrage.  A  rotten  egg  was  thrown  on  the  stage.  I  went  in  active 
and  cheerful  defiance  through  it,  though  injured  in  the  more 
touching  nnd  delicate  effects,  and  in  the  last  scene  threw  all  my 
heart  into  the  contest,  nnd  wound  up  with  great  effect. 

The  majority — the  large  majority — of  the  audience  were  enthu- 
siastic in  their  demonstrations  of  sympathy  with  me,  and  of  in- 
dignation against  these  ruffians.  1  was  called,  and  I  went  on— of 
course  the  tumult  of  applause,  and  of  the  attempts  of  those  wretches 
was  very  great — I  stood  to  be  heard,  and  that  for  a  long  time, 
touched  and  moved  ai.  first  by  the  genial  and  generous  warmth  of 
the  bulk  of  the  audience.  Obtaining  tit  last  silence,  I  observed  that 
at  New  York  anil  at  Boston  I  had  been  warned  of  sin  organised 
opposition  to  be  in  lores  against  me,  but  there,  as  here,  I  had  ex- 
pressed my  perfect  continence  in  the  good  feeling  of  an  American 
public,  and  I  was  happy  and  grateful  to  find!  was  not  disappointed. 
I  had  had  long  aoiuainianee  with,  and  1  might  say  i.  had  studied, 
the  American  character,  and  was  convinced  it  was  in  capable  of 
sanctioning  such  gross  injustice.  There  was  much  difficulty  in 
proceeding,  and  i  had  to  wait  long  for  intervals  of  silence,  during 
which  they  gave  "IS  hie  cheers  for  iUae  ready/'  which  were  carried 
out,  and  three  or  four  feeble  "  Cheers  for  Forrest."  T  observed  that, 
in  my  country,  it  was  an  invariable  priacip'e  of  justice  not  to  Con- 
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demn  a  man  unheard,  and  that  their  laws  were  similar  to  our  own. 
There  had  been  an  impression  widely  and  most:  industriously  dis- 
seminated that  I  had  shown  hostility  in  my  own  country  to  an 
American  actor.  I  declared  upon  my  '■  sacred  honour"  that  not 
only  were  the  assertions  so  made  false  in  the  airirivsruto,  hut  that,  in 
all  the  circumstiinees  enretV.lly  eo;iip'Ued  there  was  not  for  a  single 
one  llio  smallest  shadow  of  foundation  ;  that  I.  had  been  hissed  in 
a  puhlic  theatre  hy  an  American  sic  tor,  an  act  which  I  believed  no 
other  American  would  have  conmii;ied,  and  which  T  was  certain 
no  European  actor  would  have  been  guilty  of;  that  up  to  that 
period  I  had  shown  none  lr.it  himlly  tidings  towards  that  person, 
and  had  never  since  then  publicly  expressed  an  unkind  one. 

I  begged  to  ohscrve  that  in  my  own  country  some  players  had 
organised  a  similar  outrage  to  the  pre: sent:  against  some  French 
performers,  and  that  the  leading  j-Iiirepoim  journal  had.  designated 
them  as  "miliars  ami  blockheads,  disgracing  their  country  in  the 
eyes  Of  Europe;"  that  these  people  I  was  sure  in  the  opinion  of 
the  audience  would  be  considered  as  disgracing  iheniselvee  in  tho 
eyes  of  Americans  as  well  as  Europeans,  tinder  such  unheard-of 
outrages  as  these,  so  unworthy  ol  a  civilised  coiv.munity  (pointing 
to  the  filthy  renin  ins  of  1  lie  eg;;  which  lay  upon  the  stage),  I  could 
not  but  feel  grateful  for  the  sense  of  the  indignation  which  they 
had  shown;  that  I  should  silwnys  veni ember  the  spirit  in  which 
they  had  resisted  such  proceeding.--,  and  in  speaking  of  them 
should  testify  my  gratiinde  for  their  generous  sympathy;  that 
I  was  perfectly  ready  if  they  desired  to  ndhirpii.sh  my  engagement 
from  that  night  (No,  No,  No)  ;  and  that,  under  any  circumstances, 
I  should  recollect  with  satisfaction  and  pride  the  support  they 
had  so  cordially  rendered. 

Again  and  again  1  thanked  them,  and  retired.*  The  applause 
was  most  fervent.  An  Kngli-h  evntjeman,  a  Manchester  man, 
wished  to  see  mo.  He  came  tocxm-esslds  sympailiy,  and  to  notice 
some  evidences  that  he  had  witnessed  of  tho  cabal.  Colonel  Leo, 
the  Eecorder,  wished  to  be  introduced  to  me,  and  was  most  ardent 

*  A  "card,"  ov  letter,  signed  Edwin  Forrest,  appeared  in  print,  dated 
Philadelphia,  November  L'l.-t,  lri  i-H,  viideh  cor. I ;.i )!■:■■■  1  the  foLion-iti^  passages: 
"  Mr.  Macrcady,  in  his  speech  Inst  ni u I-it.  to  the  inidicnca  at  Hie  Arch  Street 
Theatre,  made  allusion.  1  understand,  to  '  an  Anieikam  actor  '  who  had  the 
temerity  on  one  occasion  :  t.psn':/  to  hiss  hiro.'  This  is  true,  and,  by  the  way, 
the  01%  truth  which  1  have  linen  enabled  to  pit  tier  iVolll  the  wlu.lt  scope  of 
his  address.  Pint  why  say  '  :m  Aini-rii-.-in  actc-r  ; '  Why  not  openly  charge  mo 
with  tho  act  ?  For  I  did  it,  aiid  publicly  avowed  it.  in  1  !,e  That-:;  rn/vvspaper  of 
London,  and  at  the  same  1  hue  have  assorted  my  il-hi.  !■:>  do  to."  The  rest  of 
the  letter  licensed  Macroady  of  snboroiog  the  Mopish  press  a  gainst  him. 
ir.sti ^;ated  by  feeling;  of  envy  and  jealousy  of  his  rivalry  as  an  actor,  nnd  that 
he  had,  in  consequence,  Leon  hinise'f  hU-ed  -,e  en  the  staee.  in  London  before 
tho  occurrence  of  his  win  hissin;:  oi  Maensidy  in  '  Hamlet '  at.  Edinburgh. 
He  went  on  to  deny  navee;;  a-.si-tel  in  yottinj  i;p  "an  organised  oppesiiion  " 
to  Jbiia-f-iidy  in  Amai-iea,  a. ml  to  state  ::■;.'.  on  the  contrary,  his  advice  bad  been 
to  do  nothing,  and  :i  let  the  superannuated  driveller  alone." — En. 
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in  the  same  spirit.    lie  did  not  wish  me  to  go  home  alone.    I  had 

told  Burton  ami  liyder  I  hut  one  of  (hem  must  walk  home  with  me, 
in  ease  of  assault,  to  be  witness  lor  mo,  asaloiicmy  testimony  would 
bo  comparatively  valueless.  Colonel  Lee  said 'be  would  go,  and 
that  they  would  not  dare  .at  romp!  anything,  knowing  htm.  I  went 
with  him  to  his  house  to  get  his  overcoat,  "lie  gave  me  a  cigar,  and 
together  wo  went;  but  not.  the  slightest  truncation  of  out-of-door 
hostility,  lie  accompanied  me  to  my  hotel,  and  took  his  whisky 
toddy,  whilst  I  took  my  tea  ;  afterwards  we  smoked  ciirars.  talking 
on  the  democratic  policy,  which,  as  lie  described  it,  "approached 
very  nearly  to  my  own  :  bo  mentioned  to  me,  in  reference  to  my 
objection  to  the  territorial  extension  or  the  democrats,  Calhoun's 
expression  of ';  masterly  inactivity,"  as  the  means,  the  best  means, 
of  letting  the  race  extend  i; self  over  ibis  continent.  I  quite  agree 
with  it,  and  think  it  must  be  successful  if  acted  on.    Wo  parted 

November  22n<i  — Othello.  2  3  r  d.— Werner.  25th.— Richelieu 
27th— Lear.     '2Mh.— Stranger.     2Wi.— Yirginlus. 

November  SOtli.— Kecord  of  anguish  and  the  deepest  grief.  The 
friend  of  my  life,  my  dearest  only  brother  is  gone  before  mo.  His 
death  was  sudden,  instantaneous,  and  without,  suffering.  For  that, 
thank  God !  But  he  the  youngest  of  us,  gone,  gone !  In  our 
childhood  he  was  my  playmate,  in  my  youth  I  tried  to  form  his 
mind  and  advance  bis  prospects,  and  in  manhood  we  were  bound 
by  love  which,  though  sometimes  shaken  and  disturbed,  sometimes 
violently,  yet  still  existed  to  knit  again  in  closer  bonds,  which 
have  not  been  broken,  only  elongated,  by  death.  Beloved  Edward, 
if  thy  spirit  is  conscious,  and  has  insight  into  Ihe  world  of  mind 
still  moving  here,  thou  wilt  know  how  fondly  and  tenderly  my 
heart  reverts  to  all  lha.t  was  sweet  and  precious  in  the  atVeetiini 
of  our  lives,  and  Low  bitterly  it  sorrows  for  thy  loss  !  Blessed, 
blessed  be  thy  dear  spirit !     Amen. 

Ik-nnnber  2m!.—  Acted  Hamlet  with  care  and  energy;  took 
especial  pains  to  make  the  meaning  of  "  I  must  be  idte  "  clear, 
which  was  followed  by  cheers  on  chews  after  the  first  applause' 
when  it  was  understood  by  the  bouse  that  this  was  Mr.  .Forrest's 
"fancy  dance."  Oh  fie,  fie!  The  play  went,  oil'  triumphantly. 
Was  called,  arid  enthusiastically  received.  1  said,  "Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,— My  words  to  you  shall  be  very  few,  for  to  whatever 
length  I  might  extern!  thorn,  ihey  would  ta.il  to  satisfy  in  convey- 
ing to  you  the  deeply  grateful  sense  I  entertain  of  the  liberal 
support  you  have  afforded  me.  The  remembrance  of  my  visit  hero 
will  always  be  accompanied  with  the  ready  testimony  of  my  grati- 
tude for  the  truly  noble  and  generous  earneslness  with  which  you 
have  dofended  me,  a  stranger,  from  the  grossest  outrage,  "the 
grossest  injustice.  1  have  spoken  and  written  of  it  as  I  shall 
ever  do,  with  admiration  and  fervent  thank-fulness.  I  regret  I 
cannot  embody  in  more  expressive  language  all  I  feci,  but  the 
attempt  is  vain :  I  must  therefore   only  again  and  again  thank 
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you,  in  taking  my  respectful  leave  of  you."  The  reception  of 
this  short  address  was  all  I  could  desire,  and  the  impression  left 
on  the  Fhiladelphian  audience  seems  what  I  could  most  have 
■wished, 

JSalii.itt'ire,,  !kc<-mb-:-r  100:. — Bead  over  the  hist  ihrce  or  four 
letters  of  dearest  Catherine,  of  Letithi,  again,  of  dearest  l'dward's 
death,  and  I  feel  as  if  i  had  seen  it  all.  Blessed  spirit,  farewell! 
May  the  suffering  T  have  endured  for  thy  dear  lops  make  gentler 
my  "heart,  and  give  me  patience  ami  wisdom  to  make  my  remain- 
ins  days  or  years  more  holy  in  (J oils  .eight.  This  year,  poor  Susan 
my  sister-in-law ;  my  dear  friend  and  tutor  and  relative,  William 
Birch;  my  friend  and  cousin,  Jonathan  Birch,  and  dearest  far  of 
all,  my  In  loved  brother  Mi!  ward,  lost  in  Ibis  world  lo  me. 

JkcernbcrlWt.—AetaA  Macbeth.  Called;  was  going  off,  when 
a  person  in  the  stage  box  called  out,  "Say  something."  What  was 
I  to  say?  I  told  1 110  audience  that  as  the  attempt  had  been  made 
to  associate  the  country  with  the.  outrage  and  persecution  I  had 
endured,  they  had  vindicated  it  from  so  unworthy  an  insinua- 
tion, and.  I  thanked  them  earnestly  and  gratefully. 

JliceiiibsT  YM'i.— Looked  at  the  I'altimon:  papers,  speaking  of  (he 
performances  last  night  in  terms  of  equal  general  praise,  or  perhaps 
implying  the  superior!! y  of  Mr.  Forrest.  I'cople  here— my  friends 
—talk  of  the  victory  1  have  obtained,  Ihe  triumph  I  have  won! 
Victory!  over  what  or  whom?  A  large  portion  of  the  American 
public,  the  more  intelligent  and  gentleman-like,  have  been  shocked 
and  ashamed  at  Mr.  Forrest's  "card,"  written  in  the  worst  faste, 
and  convicting  himself  of  falsehood  in  one  or  two  particulars,  and 
they  believe  that  I  am  true,  or  for  the  most  part  so.  A  large 
portion — tho  democrat  party — crowd  to  see  him  at  the  theatre, 
cheer  him  in  the  most  tumuli  nous  anil  pointed  manner,  calling  forth 
his  thanks  for  their  ''support,''  &(;.,  and  the  papers  speak  of  him 
in  the  same  admiration  ami  respect,  that  limy  would  of  a  real  artist 
and  a  real  gentleman !  And  I  am  to  live  in  this  country  !  Bested. 
Acled  Cardinal  Bicbeliou  with  pains  and  effect.  A  rascal  in  the 
pit  set  up  a  yell  at  tho  end  of  the  loud  applause  in  first  act, 
and  there  was  some  disturbance  wiiii  him  in  the  third— they  said 
he  was  removed.  Was  called,  and  some  person  proposed  three 
cheers,  which  they  gave.  I  am  grown  insensible.  Ryder  brought 
me  the  returns  of  the  house. 

IkwriM-r  i:lW.— Shylock.      14M.— Werner.      lu(7,.— Tlair.let. 

Hkhmaiii,  Ih-ce.uib-.-r  \£th. — Acted  Macbeth.     I'jt/i.   -Bichelieu. 

llcvt'iuber  20t:i. — Acted  itamlct — taking  much  pains  and,  as  I 
thought,  acting  well;  but  the  audience  toslii'md  neither  sensi- 
bility or  enthusiasm,  and  .1  suppose  it  is  cither  not  good,  or 
"eavaireto  tho  general."  They  gave  me  the  skull,  for  Yorick's, 
of  a  negro  who  was  hung  two  years  ago   for  cutting  down  his 

Deamber  21*1—  Charles  liullcr  is  dead.  I  held  him  in  great 
regard,  and  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  talent  and  of  his  poli- 
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fieal  honesty.  He  lilted  me,  I  am  sure.  Another  friend,  for  such 
I  am  sure  ho  would  have  proved  himself  to  me,  is  struck  awa.y — 
the  lesson  of  dying  is  being  taught  to  mo  very  earnestly.  "The 
friends  of  my  youth,  whore  sire  thoy  ?" 

Jh  cemh::r  2'>nd. — Acted  Werner. 

Ti'iUiriwrc,  Ikcriilifr  '2-U-h. — llnnied  my  Vide  lop-,  ami  thought  on 
my  dear  home.     Looked  over  '  Hamlet.' 

Desembsr  2&lli. — Acted  Hamlet. 

—  2m.— {Nina's  and  Liliie's  birthday.)     To  God  I  lift  up 

my  heart  and  voice  in  prayer  for  His  Ik-si  blessings  of  virtue,  wisdom, 
and  health,  with  many  years  to  enjoy  the  happiness  they  must 
bring,  upon  my  beloved  Nina  and  T.iilic-  dear  dear  children.  God 
bless  them!  Before  I  rose,  this  prayer  was  in  ray  mind  and 
uttered  by  me.  and  through  I  lie  day  as  ai.  my  quiet  table,  the  wish 
of  "Many,  many  happy  returns  of  the  day  "was  frequently  on  my 
lips.  Thinking  of  dear  Nina's  birth  eighteen  years  ago,  my  dear 
Edward's  presence,  then  preparing  for  his  voyage  to  Ceylon,  what 
a  dream  it  seems!  how  life  becomes  to  one's  thoughts  no  more 
than  cnaas  ump.     Acted  Stranger. 

December  28th.— Werner.  29th.— Richelieu. 
W'lshin'ifhri,  jh.ii'fi:-1.-  r  libit.  A  year  of  awful,  stirring,  fearful,  and 
afflicling  events  is  this  day  brought  to  a  close.  Many  friends, 
some  most  dear,  and  one  ameng  the  very  dearest ,  have  been  taken 
from  earth,  and  I  have  been  taught  to  feci  the  truth  of  my  own 
mortality.  The  income  granted  to  mo  has  been  very  groat,  but 
the  expense  of  the  year  bus  been  great  in  proportion,  and  I  have 
not  added  so  large  an  amount  To  my  capital  as  I  ooidd  have  wished. 
For  all,  however,  I  am  most,  thankful,  most  grateful,  0  God,  and 
bow  down  my  heart  in  earnest  and  devout  acknowledgment  of 
Thy  mercy  to  me ! 


1849. 

Richmond,  January  ith. — Left  Richmond  with  a  most  delightful 

recollection  of  all  utUehhi^  to  it.  I'i ■:■■■),  t!  Thought  much  through 
the  day  and  nlghi,  on  life,  the  dream  it  is.  Tor  the  first  time  I  saw 
in  the  glass  to-day  that  S  really  am  an  old  man.  My  mind  does 
not  feel  old  ;  and  it  is  with  a  sort  of  wonder,  mixed  with  melancholy 
heart  regret,  that  I  sec  almost  all  those  endeared  to  mo  by  boyish 
affection^  and  associated  with  the  memories  of  my  youth,  lost  to 
mo.  Rut  I  do  not.  mistake  the-  warning,  1  am  folly  aware  of  my 
mortality,  and  though  I  would  not  wish  to  die  here,  nor  without 
seeing  my  beloved  ones  again,  nor,  indeed,  until  T  bsid  done  all  I 
really  should  have  the  power  of  doing  to  actually  advance  thorn, 
yet  Still  I  am  not  disposed  to  mULTOnr,  whenever  God  may  scud  the 
dark  angel  for  my  spirit ;  the  violent  deaths  of  this  land  I  would 
avoid,  but  to   die  as  my  dear  brother  did,   or  dear  and  revered 
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Jonathan  Birch,  either  would  be  a  happy  quitlance.  after  beholding 
my  blessed  ones  on  a  promising  course  of  active  life. 

;  Life  !  we've  Jhhii  long  together 
'riiri'ii^K  }iie:^a.nt  ant  thr'Uirth  cloudy  weather; 
'Tis  hard  to  part  when  friends  are  dear; 
I'mliAjK  'twiil  I'i-.fi.  a  si.cfi,  a  tear ; 
Then  stent  awnt,  sii-ii  li L.lti  warning, 
Choose  thine  own  time; 
Say  nut  '  ("Jixnl  nil; ht,'  I: ill  in  some  brijiiii-i-  niimt 
Bid  me  'Good  morning.'"* 
,l,n>>"trii  ri'.ii.—Kirhniwt'l  to  (.'harleshm. 

The  log-liut  in  the  open  spaces,  ivith  the  neat-loosing  country- 
house  atalitt!edi~tanee,  frequently  appeared  lo  teach  the  lesson  of 
energy,  and  fragility,  and  patience— llio  certain  means  of  wealth 
and  independence — vs  iticli  this  remarkable  people  practise.  Reached 
"Wiliiiinglcn  in  time  to  save  the  boat,  despite  ibe  dilatormoss  and 
sanrj-froid  of  ear  ciipiain  arid  mail  acre nt,  who  would  have  breakfast, 
anil  would  take  their  time  in  stopping,  regardle.'-s  of  our  remon- 
strances. Went  on  board  a  dirty  final,  Uownw  Ihiiltey,  and  after 
being  aground  whilst  we  ate  a  nasty  knkimv  dinner,  ham  and  rice 
being  mine,  went  down  Capo  Fear  liiver.  Lovely  sunset.  Moon 
and  stars  in  all  their  brightness.  Are  we  to  know  so  much  only 
to  know  no  more  ? 

[Janiuirfi  fit!:,  tn  J'i:-:.'."iri/  '!0'/>. — Kngagomciif  at  Charleston,  1 

~\ IViri'/trii  9>!i  to  ■l/-,,.v'1.  |ii;/.. — Engagement  at  New  Orleans.] 

New    Orhm.-s,    March    !W.— Kept  my  birlhdav    (at.   fifty-six)  in 

sympathy  with  the  dear  ones  at  home,  and  drank  their  healths  in 

a  small   glass  of  hnck,  full   to  "the   highest  top,  sparkle."     God 

bless  them  '.     Acted  Henry  TV.,  Joseph  Surface,  very  fairly. 

Nisi"  Orleans,  3litr<:h  Vlih.-  ■  Calculated  the  ohanci;,s  of  my  difl'erent 
roules,  anil  at  onee  decided  on  ihe  river  course. 

31-rdi  'llitd—  "Walked  to  the  steamboat.  What  a  sight,  is  that 
Leveil  The  steamboats,  those  monster  masses,  drawn  np  in  rows 
and  crowding  for  place,  while  the  whole  shore  swarms  with  the 
busy  crowds  that,  with  merchandise,  horses,  carriages,  luggage, 
&c,  arc  landing  orenib;r.'k:r.g.  My  winder  seen  is  v.<:.  vert  o  diminish. 
Each  time  I  scale  1he  stairs  of  these  immense,  fabrics,  I  look  down 
the  length  of  the  saloon  in  astonishment  at  its  vastness.  As  night 
came  on  the  numerous  lights  in  the  vessels  and  along  tlio  streets 
on  either  shore  and  darling  across  the  distance,  the  tire  baskets 
with  their  blazing  pine,  and  the  deep  blue  sky  studded  with  stars, 
some  larger  and  higher  than  they  look  to  us  in  England,  gave 
ample  occupation  to  the  eye  and  mind.  Mr.  folk  nnd  mite  were 
*  These  beautiful  linea  of  lira.  B:irbaukl'a  were  s]ini;en  Ly  the  P.ev.  James 
rlemine,  {iiL.  friend,  an  J  ime  of  his  e.raaii.ors),  who  nllkulei  at  Mncready's 
Interment  at  Kensal  Ore™,  in  the  mh>s  <-i  the  ti.vu:i;ii:^  f.n-.l  clui^jeat  address 
lie  debverri  at  the  ana  en;.- ion  ia  the  fio^'inl  ^ervkie  over  the  coffin,  as  it 
ilesWDdPl  firm  the  chapel  to  the  vaults  below.  He  well  knew  Maareafy's 
fondness  lin  them. — Ed. 
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pasfengers  in  the  neighbour  beat,  ami  being  escorted  by  a  large 
crowd  and  many  of  the  cili/.ens  who  Jim)  entertained  him  at  a 
public  dinner  to-day,  amid  blazing  pine  torches  ;uid  shouts  of  the 
multitude,  the  scene  was  raniv  animated  than  usual.  He  came 
down  under  a  salute  of  artillery,  and  shortly  after  lie  went  on 
board  we  left  our  moorings  and  sped  up  the  si  ream.  The  negroes 
sang  their  wild  fantastic,  yet.  harmonious  chorus,  which  in  the 
nip-lit,  passing  the  various  lights  from  shore  and  boats,  bad  a  very 
pleasing  effect. 

Mnrsh  23r/.— IIoso  in  good  lime  to  look  upon  a  most  beautiful 
morning,  and  went,  upon  the  upper  deel;  to  gaze  upon  and  wonder 
at,  again  and  again,  with  never-eea-ing  wonder,  this  mighty  river, 
and  note  the  alternate  wiidness  and  cultivation  of  its  banks.  Here 
are  plantations,  with  the  villa  in  its  garden  of  orange  walks,  its 
liamlet  near  of  negro  huts,  the  broad  high  chimney  of  its  sugar- 
house,  and  its  fields  of  cane  stretched  out  to  different  extent  about 
it.  Sometimes  repelling  the  liver  by  its  well-constructed  levee, 
others  loss  fortunate  in  a  wide  slrelehed  hike,  with  boats  passing 
to  and  fro.  Here  again  the  cypress,  lifting  itself  majestically  from 
the  rank  swamp  ;  the  sycamore,  white  ami  ghastly  with  its  wourn- 
ning  vesture  of  grey  nio,-s  hanging  from  its  outstretched  branches; 
here,  long  sweeps  of  cane  ;  beyond,  the  e.otion-woed  ;  sometimes  a 
small  live  oak:  to  mc  it  is  all  variety.  The  tortuous  courso  of  the 
stream;  the  vast  reaches  of  its  bends;  the  islands  round  which  it 
drives  or  hurls  its  eddies  along;  tlio  steamboats  that  we  meet  or 
pass,  full  of  life  and  activity,  plying  their  eager  course;  the  fttt- 
bujts,  long  boxes  of  TO  or  80  feet  length,  and  about  15  broad,  with 
two  long  sweeps  of  oars,  and  with  a  crew  of  four,  five,  or  six,  filled 
with  goods  of  various  kind*,  their  produce,  hams,  coin,  S,e,, trusted 
to  the  stream  by  these  hardy  fellows;  to  me  it  is  most  interesting. 
Stopped  at  Baton  liouge. 

head  through  the  day  Tifacaulay's  History.  Much  pleased.  Sat 
under  the  wheel,  reading  and  enjoying  the  scene. 

March  2-itk. — Were  stopped,  and,  as  the  captain  told  me,  had  lost 
our  way;  could  see  neither  bank  for  the  density  of  the  fog,  which 
cleaved  away  before  the  sun,  and  was  very  beautiful  in  its  gradual 
dispersion,  lying  in  thick  lines  along  the  rirer  shores.  Mr.  Clay, 
or  Henry  Clay  as  he  is  called,  came  on  beard  last  night  at  Natchez, 
but  was  not  at  the  breakfast-! able.  1  wvnl  to  my  old  study  under 
the  wheel,  and  saw  the  shores,  the  boats,  the  flatboats,  and  all 
the  life  of  this  great.  watt  ry  world,  as  T  raised  my  eyes  occasionally 
from  the  interesting  life  of  that  master  of  stupidity  and  crime. 
King  James  II.  Passed  the  small  town  of  Gveat  Gulf;  noticed 
ihe  crevasse,  as  they  call  it,  at  Hay  on  Sara,  where  we  took  in  and 
discharged  some  passengers,  yesterday,  1  think.  But  these  cre- 
vasses and  inundations  are  frequent,  almost  constant,  all  np  the 
stream:  the  damage  most  be  very  great.  Sir.  Clay  came  to  Hie 
upper  deck,  and  sat  wilh  me  some  time,  lie  is  much,  much  older 
than  five  years  ago.    Came  to  Vieksburg,  a  town  pushing  if  self  into 
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life  and  note.  Some  of  tin:  inhabitants,  rustic-looking  men,  camo 
on  board  to  pay  -tlicir  respects  to  3Ir.  Clay,  and  some  guns  were 
fired  on  shore  in  i-onijil imoJit  to  Will. 

M"ri-h  'l\)fh. — Walked  on  upper  deck,  enjoying  exercise  and  view. 
It  is  interesting  to  see  tin;  wooding.  The  hell  of  the  boat  hails  the 
wood  station  :  it  ut  night,  a  light  answers  it ;  the  captain  asks  the 
price,  and,  if  accepted,  lakes  one  or  two  of  those  long  boxes  full  of 
wood  in  tow,  lashedfo  either  side  of  his  vessel,  and  speeds  away, 
the  crew  ot  woodmen  c-mtdving  the  bonis  ov  bo\es  into  the  lower 
decfe  of  the  Pcykwi.  Walked  and  talked  with  Clay  till  he  was 
tired.  Road  ami  finished  second  volume  of  Macaulay's  History, 
with  which  I  have  been  greatly  pleased  and  interested.  My  bed- 
room was  changed,  to  my  great  comfort,  to  the  ladies'  cabin. 
Walked  in  the  evening  again,  booked  at  the  beauty  of  the  sun- 
set, and  thought  of  dear,  dear  heme  :  are  iliey  thinking  of  me? 
How  much  1  wished  T  could  show  The  wonder  of  this  mighty 
stream  to  my  dear  children  ;  it  never  loses  its  interest  to  mo  ;  the 
large  Islands  it  encircles,  (lie  huge  trees  that  come  down  floating 
on  its  surface,  those  fierce  wolf-looking  snsgs  that,  poke  their  sharp 
heads  out  of  the  stream,  as  if  peering  for  their  prey,  all  add  to  the 
exciting  effect  it  has  on  me.  The  thin  line  of  moon  as  the  sun 
went  down  in  its  golden  and  orange  flood  of  light  was  most 
beautiful,     booked  over  the  pages  of  Macaulay. 

Mm-'lt  2(i,'/(. — Tiose  in  good  time  to  see  the  city — all  towns  are 
cities  hero— of  Mnti-phin ;  like  all  flic  rest  of  these  spick-and-span 
new  places,  industry  and  energy  observable  everywhere.  "White 
wooden  houses,  large  hotels,  &c.  Michel!  is  better,  of  which  1  am 
very  glad.  Walked  on  upper  deck,  pleased  with  the  pink  blossom 
of  the  red-bud,  profusely  growing  in  some  of  the  woods.  Tracked 
in  the  maps  the  passage  wo  have  made.  Had  a  little  conversation 
with  Mr.  Clay.  The  morning  was  very  cold,  T  felt,  it  so  even  under 
my  blankets,  which  .1  last  night  resumed.  Occupied  myself  deter- 
minedly in  entering  arrears  of  record  which,  as  my  writing  shows, 
is  not,  with  the  motion  of  the  engine,  a  very  easy  task.  I  ought 
not  to  forget  the  graceful  drapery  of  the  wild  vino  in  the  woods, 
which  contrasts  so  beautifully  with  the  sad  and  gloomy  shrouding 
of  the  grey  moss.  The  relief  of  this  red-bud,  to  the  bright  spring- 
green  of  the  woods  is  very  lively.  Kntercd  arrears  of  record  some 
days  due.  Walked,  watching  the  passing  steamboats,  MolmvL-, 
Jhichess,  /hickr:?/e,  &c.  The  flaiboats,  which  are  from  70  to  100 
feet  long,  and  from  17  to  20  in  width,  are  broken  up  for  lumber  at 
New  Orleans,  the  good  passage  to  which  is  about  seventeen  days. 
Saw-  the  log-huts  standing  in  flic  water,  quite  insulated,  children, 
women,  Ac,  within.  Head  through  in  the  alloi-noon  Halibut-ton's 
book  of  the 'Chi  Judge,' the  first  of  his  1  have  read,  hut  which 
seemed  to  me  like  the  rinsings  of  his  ingenuity  and  memory  ;  he 
has  humour  and  descriptive  ;  ower,  but  bis  style  is  sometfcnes  too 
ambitious.  Went  early  to  bed.  Watched  in  the  morning  the 
flocks  of  wild  geese  living  in  their  letter  or  iignre  form, 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


G12  Macreadi/g  Dlarieg.  1849.. 

Mni-rk  'iltji. — Dose  at  my  usual  hour,  and  regretted  (olearn  tlvvt 
I  had  missed  seeing  the  conflux  of  tin;  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  wc 
having  entered  the  ( >hio  at.  about  three  or  ibur  o'clock  in  the  morn  - 
ing,  and  being  now  forty  miles  up  the  si  ream.  Passed  the  towns 
of  Paducah  ami  Smitbland.  the  entrance  of  Cumberland  River. 
Began  letter  to  dear  Catherine.  Tried  to  road  Mould's  abridged 
edition  of  Alison's  Europe.  Oh,  my  dear  Gould,  l  might  as  well 
try  to  read  the  abridged  Hu-rttes  from  17M1  to  the  present  time. 
Began  letter  to  dear  Nina.  Pleased  with  the  river,  the  rafts,  tlat- 
boats,and  several  steamers  passing  down.  Looked  for  boohs  in 
the  Steamboat  collection;  selected  !kadVBubIj!es!:i  thoBrunnens;' 
found  in  it  much  humour,  good  description,  philanthropic  and 
philosophic  observations,  alloyed  by  not  a  liltle  eoxeombery  and 
one-sidedncss.  Mr.  Clay  introduced  me  to  another  Louisville 
gentleman,  who  showed  me  ft  paragraph  in  a  paper  stating  that 
Mr.  Forrest  had  come  out  with  another,  not  cr-l,  but  letter,  "weal; 
and  poor."  Dickens  may  well  say  I  have  given  him  money  to 
attack  me.    Bead  '  Ijrunnens  '  till  late. 

Louisville,  Mitreh  '>Mh. — The  hanks  of  the  river  are  "beautiful, 
constantly  varying  in  fcrm  and  sui'laco,  al:  criiating  rock,  wood, 
hill,  and  meadow'  ground  in  beaurifal  combinations,  'l.'his  is  called, 
or  was,  '  La  Belle  Riviere,"  and  is  justly  entitled  to  the  narao. 
Our  voyage  ends  to-day.  Oh  God,  lor  how  much  have  I  not 
cause  lo  he  grateful  !  Beseuod  from  sickness,  pestilence,  and  death, 
and  blessed  with  peculiar  favour,  my  heart  rises  in  humble  grati- 
tude to  Thee,  the  Giver  of  all— of  all.  Blessed  be  Thy  name, 
ever  and  ever !   Amen. 

"Walked  before  breakfast.  Head  in  : Bi'ur.nens.'  Entered  arrears 
of  record.  Bead  and  finished  the  '  Brunnens,'  an  amusing  book, 
with  some  good  thoughts,  good  writing,  and  much  conceit  of 
thought  and  style  occasionally.  Wrote  to  dearest  Catherine,  and 
to  my  Nina.  Beached  a  place  on  the  river,  where  upturn  trees, 
others  broke  short  in  two,  oi  vast  size,  gave  signs  of  a  most  fearful 
hurricane.  Beached  Louisville.  Mr.  Clay  ollcred  to  convey  mc  to 
the  hotel,  but  he  was  so  surrounded  by  friends  and  admirers  that  1 
got  out  of  the  crowd  and  came  up  alone.  Met  Mr.  Ryder  at  the 
hotel,  Gait  House.  Received  telegraph  from  Mr.  Bates,  giving 
terms  asked,  so  I  am  booked  for  Cincinnati  and  Louisville.  "Walked 
to  the  post-office  and  (.olograph  ;  telegraphed  to  Bates.  "Walked, 
attended  to  business,  looked  o.t  papers.  Spoke  with  Byder  on  my 
engagements,  which  1  tried  to  arrange.  "Wrote  to  Barry,  wrote  to 
Halty.  3'f.ijt"uj.  sleamhoat:  length,  "Go  feet ;  breadth  of  beam, 
\'A\  feet ;  depth  of  hold,  8  feet  3  inches  ;  diameter  of  wheel,  3(5  feet ; 
length  of  paddle,  IS  feet;  extreme  breadth,  72  feet;  length  of 
cabin,  224  feet ;  fifty  state  rooms,  8xi)  feet. 

Miiroh  29'.'l- — Before  leaving  Louisville,  the  lime  for  embarking 
having  arrived,  I  asked  to  sec  Mr.  Clay,  and  the  hotel-keeper, 
Major  Throgmorton,  showed  me  to  his  room.  T  took  a  very  cordial 
leave  of  him,  as  he  of  ine  ;  he  enjoined  me  to  tell  Lord  Carlisle  how 
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much  he  felt  obliged  to  him  for  his  attention  to  his  friends,  and 
told  me  how  glad  he  should  be  to  see  any  friends  of  mine,  which  I 

reciprocated,  and  kit  him  never  to  meet  again  in  this  world. 
Went  on  hoard  (lie  steamboat  Ha-pmin  l-rnnkim,  a  very  large, 
handsome  heal,  the  interior  decorated  in  Oothie  arches  the  whole 
length  of  the  boat,  and  very  elegantly  arranged,  but.  m ore  cramped 
than  the Pci/toi'',  and  much  more  unpleasant  motion.  Metseveral 
of  my  I'tytuiiu  fr'dow-passer.geis  en  hoard.  It  seems  the  captain 
of  the  /j'utfcnu  had  paid  lhat,  in  his  next  voyage  up  the  river,  he 
will  "either  come  into  Louisville  before  the  I'eytona,  or  with  Ids 
feet  foremost."  Thus  the  lives  of  passengers  are  endangered  for 
this  poor  ambition  ol'  a  steamboat,  eaptiiin!     Walked  on  deck  for 

Walked,  not  being  able  to  see  by  the  lamplight.  Went  early 
to  bed,  but  something  in  the  machini  ry  had  given  way,  and  after 
blundering  and  botching  and  creeping  along,  ;md  stopping,  we  at 
last  made  a  'trail  of  about,  three  hours  at.  Madison.  I  was  awaked 
by  the  jerking  of  the  engine  as  we  resumed  our  course,  and 
geting  up,  half-dressed,  lay  down  again,  but  to  a.  very  uncom- 
fortable  night, 

Cincinnati,  March  CO/.'/.-- Continued  our  course  up  the  beauti- 
ful Ohio  to  Cincinnati,  where  we  landed,  and  I,  having  seen  my 
landlord  on  board,  a  fellow-passenger,  went  up  to  the  Broadway 
Hotel,  and  found  my  moras  ready  for  me.  I'osted  my  letters  for 
England.  So  tired  when  I  returned  that  I  drooped  asleep  as  I 
sat  on  the  sofa.  Mr.  Hates  and  his  sfage-Tunnagei'  called  and 
ratified  the  engagement,  wishing  two  nights  thrown  in,  which  I 
could  not  accede  to. 

March  2i'lh.-  Entertained  at  a  public  dinner. 
[April  2nd  to  April-  1  'Uh.  —  Engagement  at  Cincinnati. 
Cincinnati,  April  2nd.- — Went  to  rehearsal.  1'ound  a  most  dis- 
gracefully imperfect  Horatio,  who  had  rehearsed  on  Saturday,  and 
now  knew  nothing  of  words  or  business,  one  of  those  wretches  who 
take  to  the  stage  as  an  escape  from  labour,  and  for  whom  the  tread- 
mill would  be  a  fitting  punishment.  Ifcsted.  Acted  Hamlet  to  a 
rather  rickety  audience,  hut  I  tried  my  ulmost,  and  engaged  the 
attention  of  at  leu  si  the  greater  part  of  the  auditory.  In  the  scene 
after  the  play  with  lioseecrantK  and  tiuibknstcrn,  an  occurrence 
took  place  that,  for  disgusting  luithility,  indecent  outrage,  and 
malevolent  barbarism,  rr.ust.  be  without  purallcl  in  the  theatre  of 
any  civilised  communiiy.  Whilst  speaking  to  them  about  "the 
pipe,"  ft  ruffian  from  the  kit-  side  gallery  threw  in!o  the  middle  of 
the  stage  the  half  of  the  raw  carcase  of  a  sheep !  Of  course  there 
is  no  commenting  on  such  sheer  Inability.  The  audience  were  of 
course  indignant,  and  when  I  came  on  in  the  closet  scene,  quite 
stopped  the  play  with  tlieir  prolonged  and  vehement  applause.  I 
felt  for  them;  and  I  feel  for  humanily  in  the.  degrading  circum- 
stance. Was  called,  and  went  on,  and,  bowing,  came  off. 
[April  iCith  to  April  21st. — Kngagement  at  Louisville.] 
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April  21st.  —  Yirginius.  Bested;  acted  Yirginius  very  welS. 
Called:  was  going  off  in  silence,  but,  the  sort  of  consternation  of 
the  audience  induced  me  to  return  nnd  observe  that  It.  was  evident 
they  expected  me  to  address  them.  "Of  course,"  called  out  a 
person  in  the  second  tier.  "Sot  at  all  'of  course, '"  I  rejoined; 
and  then,  making  a  few  observations  upon  the  absurd  custom  of  a 

filayer  obtruding  his  egotism  or  flatteries  upon  his  audience,  took 
eave  with  wishes  for  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  their 
flourishing  city  and  noble  state.  Itydcr  came  iulo  my  room  and 
smoked  Ids  cigar. 

New  York,  :\lnj  lt.ii. — Tiehearscd  with  much  care.  Looked  at 
some  papers  (N.Y.)  sent  tome.  Received  note  from  Silliman,  which 
I  answered.  Hosted.  Went  to  theatre,  droned.  My  hair-drcssor 
told  me  there  would  he  a  good  house,  for  there  was — an  unusual 
eight— a  great  crowd  outside.  My  cull  came:  1  heard  immense 
applause,  and  three  cheers  for  Mr.  Clarke  in  MaedulV.  I  smiled, 
and  said  to  myself,  "  Tiicy  mistake  him  for  me."  1  went  on,  the 
greatest  applause,  as  it  seemed,  from  the  whole  house.  I  bowed 
respectfully,  repeatedly.  It  still  kept  on.  I  bowed  as  it  were  em- 
phatically (to  coin  on  expression  tor  a  bow),  rather  signilieantly. 
that  I- was  touched  by  such  a  demonstration;  it  continued.  I 
thought,  "This  is  becoming  too  much."  It  did  not  cease,  and  I 
began  to  distinguish  bowlings  from  the  right  corner  of  the  parquet. 
Still,  I  thought,  it  is  only  like  the  Western  shriek,  a  climax  of  their 
applause.  At  length  1  became  sensible  there  was  opposition,  and 
that  the  prolong: tt ion  of  the  applause  was  the  struggle  against  it; 
I  then  waited  tor  its  subsidence,  but  no  cessation;  1  at  last 
walked  forward  !o  address  them,  intending  to  say — "  I  felt  pain 
and  shame,  which  the  intelligent,  and  respectable  must  feel  for 
their  country's  reputation,  and  that  T  would  instantly  resign  my 
engagement  rather  than  encounter  such  disgraceful  conduct." 

They  would  not  let  me  speak.  They  hueg  out  placards — "Yon 
have  been  proved  a  iiar,"  &e. ;  flung  a  rotten  egg  close  to  me.  I 
pointed  it  to  the  audience,  and  smiled  with  contempt,  persisting  in 
my  endeavour  to  be  heard.  I  could  not  have  been  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  on  the  stage  altogether,  with  perfect  sang-froid 
and  good  humour,  reposing  in  the  consciousness  of  my  own  truth. 
At  last  there  was  nothing  for  it,  and  1"  said  "Go  on,"  and  the  play, 
'Macbeth,'  proceeded  in  dumb  shew.  1  hurrying  the  players  on. 
Copper  cents  wero  thrown,  some  struck  me,  four  or  live  eggs,  a 
great  many  apples,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  peek  of  potatoes,  lemons, 
pieces  of  wood,  a  bottle  of  nsa'o.gida.  which  splashed  my  own  dress, 
smelling  of  course  most  horribly.  The  first  act,  at  least  in  my 
scenes,  with  these  accompaniments,  pnssed  iudiuub  show;  I  look- 
ing directly  at  these  men  as  tliey  committed  these  outrages,  and 
no  way  moved  by  them.  Jiehind  the  scenes  some  attempted  to 
exhibit  sympathy,  which  1  received  very  loftily,  observing,  "Hy 
concern  was  for  the  disgrace  such  people  inflicted  on  the  character 
of  thocountry."     The  second  act  closed  exactly  in  the  same  way. 
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I  dressed  for  the  third,  and  went  on  ;  flic  tumult  the  same,  the 
missiles  growing  thicker.  At  last  a  chair  was  thrown  from  the 
gallery  onthe  stage,  something  heavy  was  thrown  into  the  orchestra 
(a  chair),  wiiii'li  made  I  he  remaining  musician-,  move  oat.  Another 
chair  was  hurled  by  the  same  man,  whom  I  taw  deliberately  throw 
it,  then  wrench  up  another,  and  throw  it  too— I  bowed  to  the 
audience,  and  going  up  to  Mr.  Chippendale,  observed  tliat  I 
thought  "I  had  quile  fulfilled  my  obligation  to  Messrs.  Niblo  and 
Ilaekett,  and  tliat  (  should  now  remain  no  longer." 

T  accordingly  went  down  and  undressed  ;  (.'olden  was  there,  and 
seemed  to  apprehend  dauber  out.  of  doors  :  I  did  not.  However, 
I  took  my  dirk,  but  thinking  it  unworthy  to  carry  It,  threw  it 
down  again.  Golden  (who  made  too  much  of  it),  Talbnadge,  and 
Emmett  walked  home  with  me  ;  there  was  no  sign  of  any  attempt 
in  the  back  street,  but  there  was  a  crowd  at  the  front  door,  which 
Golden  hud  not  been  able  to  penetrate,  and  -which,  the  Chief  of  tlio 
Police  informed  me  afterwards,  made  the  strongest  efforts  to  break 
into  the  house.  Coldcn  was  with  mo,  and  Haggles  too  came  and 
joined  us.  I  was  in  the  best  spirits,  and  we  talked  over  what  was 
to  be  done.  Several  things  premised,  rejected,  and  certain  things 
decided  on,  but,  so  hastily  thai  "hen  they  were  gone  I  perceived 
the  course  was  yet  to  be  fixed  on.  A  Mr.  Bennett— stranger- 
came,  as  he  said,  from  young  Astor  and  other  names  of  the  first, 
he  said,  to  pay  that  this  should  be  resisted,  and  to  convey  to  me 
the  expression  of  their  regret,  Ac.  I  was  not  qui  to  sure  of  my 
man.  Gould  came,  when  they  were  gone,  in  great  distress,  having 
heard  all  from  jluyckirek.  Our  conversation  overturned  the 
decision  with  ltnggles  and  Golden.  He  gone,  Mr,  Monnitt,  my 
landlord,  and  one  of  the  heads  of  the  police  called,  to  show  me  a 
deposition  taken  from  one  of  the  rioiers  who  hud  been  captured, 
and  who,  because  he  cried  very  much,  was  set  at  liberty.  1  asked 
leave  to  copy  the  deposition,  and  I  am  about  to  do  it,  and  I  suppose 
shall  have  a  long  night's  writing.  And  this  is  my  treatment! 
Heing  left  alone,  I  begin  to  feel  more  seriously  the  indignities  put 
on  me,  and  entertain  ideas  of  not  go'ng  on  the  singe  again.  Pray 
God  I  may  do  what  is  right !  I  will  try  to  do  so.  1  thank  His 
goodness  that  I  am  safe  and  unharmed.     "Wrote  to  dearest  Catherine. 

Shy  8th. — Hose  in  good  time  with  headache.  Looked  at  papers. 
New  I'orh  Tltr-'d-l,  which  gave  a  send-facrtiou-i.  insidious,  and,  as 
regards  myself,  incorrect  account  of"  the  brutality  of  last  night. 
Saw  other  papers,  I'wnir,  hi-'minr.  and  the  lupnss — good  notices. 
Wrote  to  dear  Catherine.  Sent,  Mtehell  to  inquire  about  berth 
in  the  Amerio  for  to-morrow  week.  Gould  called,  Duyckirck, 
Haeketts,  father  and  son.  Crowdcr,  Golden,  Judge  Kent,  Kngglos. 
They  talked  much  on  what  was  to  lie  done--L  resolved  not  to  act 
to-n'ight,  and  am  disinclined  to  appear  again,  but  they  are  gone  to 
collect  names  in  requisition  to  me  to  continue  my  engagement. 
It  was  thought  by  me  that  if  T  did  appear,  it  should  not,  be  before 
Friday.    Buggies* came  in  again  ;  he  told  mc  that  Thcod.  Sedgwick 
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had  declined  to  sign  'I"--  requisition   to  me  ;  Iris  only  pica,  that  he 
was  Forrest's  counsel. 

May  Wi.— Duyekirck  called,  E.  Enimett,  Golden,  Hackett,  and 
Niblo.  On  deliberating  and  ea.nvas.-ing  the  matter,  originally 
intending  to  begin  on  Friday,  L  decided  on  aeiing  upon  Thursday, 
whilst  'Mile  excitement  was  si  roue:  in  .iivetir  of  order."  Note  from 
Gould  intimating  the  necessity  of  niy  publishing  an  answer  to  tho 
requisition  to  me.  Set  about  it,  Gould  (Mine  ;  lie  is  indefatigable  ; 
lie  is  a  tine  friend.  Hackett  paid  me.  Wrote  answers  to  re- 
quisition. Dined  with  Starr  Miller  ;  a  very  elegant  entertain- 
ment indeed. 

New  1'crk,  M-iy  .1  Oil .— Head  iho  papers  with  much  satisfaction  ; 
Courier,  Kipras  taking  a  just  and  good  tone.  The  Recorder 
called,  Mr.  Talbaadge,  and  assured  me  that  every  measure  should 
be  taken  to  insure  the  tranqurihly  of  (lie  house  to-night,  &c. ;  I 
told  him  of  the  deposition  before  Ju.-tico  Mmnford,  and  he  was 
displeased  that,  the  niari.er  had  noi,  been  eoimnunicated  ofiicially  to 
him.  He  left  me  very  cordially,  and  with  great  confidence.  Bates 
(of  Portland  Place,  London)  called  wilh  a  friend  just  to  shake 
hands.  I  was  going  to  tiie  theatre  to  reliearsal  ;  went  there ;  saw 
the  performers,  all  in  good  spirits;  ran  through  the  scenes  of 
'Macbeth,'  for  fear  the  excitement  of  Monday  night  might  have 
put  the  business  from  their  memories.  Spoke  with  Messrs.  Softon 
and  Chippendale,  expressing  my  own  opinion  that  there  would  not 
he  the  slightest  demonstration  of  opposition.  They  thought  there 
might  be  a  hiss,  or  perhaps  two.  at  the  beginning,  hot  that  it  could 
be  instantly  silenced.  Mi'.  Clarke  api dogged,  and  explained  to  mo 
what  he  had  said  to  the  audience  on  the  previous  "Monday.  "Was 
inconvenienced  by  the  smell  mi  the  asafoHida  in  the  green  cloth 
at  the  side  of  the  stage,  and  gave  directions  that  it  should  not  bo 
used  to-night.     Returned  to  hotel. 

Letter  from  Sumner;  very  indignant.  Rent  cheque-  and  book 
to  bank,  Coldcu  called  and  chatted  ;  talked  of  last  night;  all  hi 
the  best  spirit.  Entered  arrears  of  record  until  time  to  lie  down. 
Rose,  shaved,  and  dressed  ;  found  three  letters  on  my  table  from 
Hillard,  George  Cart:.;,  and  a  Mis.  Charles— the  lastan  application 
to  see  and  give  counsel  and  in:- truer  ion  to  her  daughter ;  the  first, 
over-boil  ing  with  furious  indignation  at  the  occurrences  of  Monday 
night,  and  full  of  generous  approbation  of  my  behaviour  through- 
out my  sojourn  hero  ;  from  George  Curtis  was  a  hearty  and  earnest 
invitation  to  mo  to  make  Iris  house  my  home  whilst  I  should 
remain  at  Boston.  I  was  thinking  that  I  ought  not  to  linger  to 
read  these  letters,  but  happily  my  'enriesiiy  was  stronger  than  my 
respect  to  rigid  duty,  and  I  read  them  before  I  placed  them  in 
my  desk. 

I  went  gaily,  1  may  say.  to  the  theatre,  and  on  my  way,  looking 
down  Astor  Place,  saw  one  of  the  Harlem  ears  on  the  railroad 
stop  and  discharge  a  full  load  of  policemen;  there  seemed  to  be 
others  at  the  door  of  the  theatre.     I  observed  to  myself,  "  This  is 


Hotted  by  GOOgk 


1849.  The  Aslor  Place  Eiot.  617 

good  precaution."  I  went  to  my  dressing-room,  and  proceeded 
with  the  evening's  business.  The  liLiir-di-f-stcr  was  very  late,  and 
my  equanimity  was  disturbed.  T  was  rnfmal  and  nervous  from  fear 
of  being  late,  but  soon  composed  myself.  The  managers  were 
delaying  the  beginning,  and  I  was  unwilling  lo  be  behind  the 
exact  hour. 

The  play  began  ;  there,  was  some  applause  to  Mr.  Clarke  (I 
writ*  of  what  1  could  hear  in  my  room  below).  I  was  called,  and 
at  my  cue  went  on  with  full  assurance,  confidence,  and  cheerful- 
ness. My  reeeption  was  very  enthusiastic,  but  I  soon  discovered 
that  there  was  opposition,  ihone:h  less  nuio'-n/usly  manned  than  on 
Monday.  I  went  right  on  when  I  found  that  it  would  not  be 
instantly  quelled,  looking  at  the  wretched  creatures  in  the  par- 
quet, who  shook  1  heir  lists  viol-oil  ly  at  me.  ami  tailed  out  to  me  in 
savage  fury.  I  laughed  at  them,  pointing  them  out  with  my 
truncheon  to  the  police,  who  T  feared  were  about  lo  repeat  the 
inertness  of  the  previous  evening.  A  black  board  with  white 
letters  was  leaned  agaitiM  the  ~]-.\"  cf  the  proscenium  :  "  The  friends 
of  order  v:itt  remain  silent."  This  bad  some  effect  in  making  the 
rioters  more  conspicuous. 

My  first,  second,  third  scenes  passed  over  rapidly  arid  unheard ; 
at  the  end  of  tin;  fourth,  one  of  the  officers  gave  a  signal,  the  police 
rushed  in  at  1  he  two -ides  of  Ihe  panpiot,  closed  in  upon  the  scoun- 
drels occupying  the  rem  re  seats  and  furiously  voeiic. rating  and  ges- 
ticulating, and  seemed  to  lift  tliem  or  bundto  them  in  a  body  out  of 
the  centre  of  the  house,  amid  I  lie  cheers  of  the  audience.  I  was  in 
the  act  of  making  my  exit  with  J.  ady  .VJucboih,  and  slopped  to  witness 
this  clever  manoeuvre,  which,  like  a  covp  dr.  'main,  swept  the  place 
clear  at  once.  As  well  as  lean  remember  1  lie  bombardment  outside 
now  began.  Stones  wire  hurled  against  the  windows  in  Eighth 
Street,  smashing  many ;  the  work  ol  destruction  beonmc  then  moro 
systematic;  the  volleys  of  stones  lieu-  without  inlennissiom  batter- 
ing and  smashing  all  bolore  lliein:  the  Gallery  and  Upper  Gallery 
still  kept  up  the  din  within,  aided  hy  the  crashing  of  glass  and 
boarding  without.  'The  second  act  passed,  the  noise  and  violence 
without  increasing,  the  contest  within  becoming  feebler.  Mr. 
Povoy,  as  I  was  going  to  my  raised  seat  in  the  banquet  scene, 
came  up  to  me,  and  in  an  undertone,  and  much  frightened,  urged 
mo  to  cut,  out  some  part  of  the  play,  and  bring  it  to  a  close.  I 
turned  round  upon  him  very  sharply,  and  said  that  "I  had  con- 
sented to  do  this  thing — to  place  myself  here,  and  whatever  the 
consequence  T  must  go  through  with  it— it  mast  be  done :  that  I 
could  not  cutout.  The  audii-neo  had  paid  for  so  much,  and  the 
law  compelled  me  to  give  it ;  they  would  have  cause  for  riot  if  all 
were  not  properly  done."  I  was  angry,  and  spoke  very  sharply 
to  the  above  effect. 

The  banquet  scene  was  partially  heard  and  applauded.  I  went 
down  to  change  toy  dross,  ihe  battering  at  Hie  building,  doors,  and 
windows  growing,  like  the  fiends  at  Old  Woman  of  Berkley's  burial 
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louder  anil  louder.  Water  was  running  down  fust,  from  the  ceiling 
to  the  floor  of  my  romn,  ami  milking  ;i.  pool  there.  I  inquired ;  the 
stones  hurled  in  had  broken  some  of"  the  pipes.  The  fourth  act 
passed:  louder  and  more  fierce  waxed  the  furious  noises  against 
the  Imilding;  and  from  without;  for  whenever  a  missile  didell'oetuul 
mischief  in  its  discharge  it  was  hailed  with  shouts  outside;  stones 
come  in  through  the  windows,  and  one  struck  llio  chandelier;  the 
audience  removed  for  protection  behind  the  walls  ;  the  house  was 
considerably  thinned,  i^tps  of  unoccooied  seats  appearing  in  the 
audience  part.  The  filth  act  was  heard,  and  in  the,  very  spirit  of 
resistance  I  thing  my  whole  sou!  into  every  word  1  uttered,  acting 
my  very  best,  and  exciting  the  audience  to  a  sympathy  even  with 
the  glowing  words  of  fiction,  whilst  these  dreadful  deeds  of  real 
crime  and  outrage  wore  roar: us.;  at  intervals  in  our  ears  and  rising 
to  madness  all  round  us.  The  death  of  -Macbeth  was  loudly 
cheered,  and  on  belt;;;  lifted  up  and  told  that  I  was  called,  I  went 
on,  and,  with  action  earnestly  and  most  emphatically  expressivo 
of  my  sympathy  with  them  and  ray  feeling  of  gi'a:ef'u'.ni>ss  to  them, 
1  quitted  the  New  York  stage  amid  the  acclamations  of  those 
be  tore  me. 

Going  to  my  room,  i  began  without  loss  of  time  to  undress,  but 
with  no  feeling  of  fear  or  apprehension.  When  washed  and  half 
dressed,  persons  came  into  my  room  -consternation  on  the  faces 
of  some,  fear,  anxiety,  and  distress  on  those  of  others.  "The  mob 
were  getting  stronger;  why  were  not  the  military  sent  for?" 
"They  were  here."  "Where?  Why  did  they  not,  act?"  "They 
were  not  here  ;  (hey  were  drawn  up  in  the  Bower. v."  "  Of  what 
use  were  they  there?"  Oilier  annals.  "The  military  had  come 
upon  the  ground."  "  Why  did  they  not  disperse  the  mob  then?" 
These  questions  .and  answers,  with  many  otoers,  were  passed  to 
and  fro  among  the  persons  round  me  whilst  1  was  finishing  my 
hasty  toilet,  I  occasionally  putting  in  a  question  or  remark, 
Suddenly  we  heard  a  volley  of"  musketry:  "  Hark!  what's  that  '!" 
I  asked.  "Tito  soldiers  have  fired."  "My  God!"  I  exclaimed. 
Another  volley,  andanother!  The  question  anions  those  surround- 
ing mo  (there  were,  that  1  remember,  Kugtdes,  Judge  Kent,  D. 
Golden,  It.  Kinmett,  a  friend  of  ids  in  some  oilicial  station,  Fry, 
Sefton,  Chippendale,  and  I  think  the  performer  who  played 
Malcolm,  Ac.)  was,  which  way  was  I  to  go  out  ?  News  came  that 
several  were  killed  :  1  was  really  insensible  to  the  degree  of  danger 
in  which  I  stood,  and  saw  at.  once-there  being  no  avoidance— 
(here  was  nothing  for  it  hut  to  meet  the  worst  with  dignity,  and 
so  I  stood  prepared. 

They  sent  some  one  to  reconnoitre,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  a 
change  in  my  appearance.  I  was  confident  tiiat  people  did  not 
know  my  person,  and  repeated  this  belief.  They  overbore  all 
objections,  and  took  the  drab  surtoitt  of  the  performer  of  Malcolm, 
be  taking  my  black  one  ;  they  insisted  too  that  J  must  not  wear 
my  hat :  I  said  "  Very  well,  lend  roe  a  cap."     Mr.  Sefton  gave  mo 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


1849.  Escape  from  the  Rioters.  619 

his,  which  was  cut  all  up  Hie  hack  to  go  upon  my  head.  Tims 
equipped  I  went  out,  following  Robert  linnuett  to  the  stage  door ; 
here  we  were  stopped,  not  being  allowed  lo  pass.  The  "friend  " 
was  to  follow  us  as  a  sort  of  aiik,  but  we  socni  lust  liira.  We  crossed 
the  stage,  descended  into  the.  orchestra,  pot  over  into  tlio  parquet, 
and  passing  into  the  centre  passage,  went  along  with  the  thin 
stream  of  the  audience  moving  out.  Wi:  went  light  on,  down  the 
flight  of  stairs  and  out  of  the  door  into  IJighth  Street.  All  was  clear 
in  front — kept  so  by  two  cordons  or  lines  of  police  at  either  end  of 
the  building,  stretched  right  across.  We  passed  the  line  near 
Uroadway,  and  went  on  threading  the  excited  crowd,  twice  or 
three  times  muttering  in  Enimclt's  ear,  "  You  are  walking  too 
fast."  We  crossed.  I  iroadway,  siill  through  a  scattered  crowd,  and 
walked  on  along  ("lintoii  Place,  till  we  passed  the  street  leading 
down  to  the  New  York  Hotel.  I  then  said  "Arc  you  going  to  your 
own  house?"  "Yes."  We  reached  it,  and  having  opened  the 
door  with  a  latch-key,  closing  it  alter  us,  he  said,  "  You  are  safe 
here  ;  no  one  "ill  know  anything  about,  you;  you  shall  have  a  bed 
in  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  au  hour,  and  you  may  depend  upon 
all  in  this  house." 

I  sat  down  in  the  drawing-room,  talking  of  the  facts  about  us, 
and  wondering  at  myself  and,  my  condition,  secretly  preparing 
myself  for  the  worst  result,  viz.,  foiling  into  the  hands  of  those 
sanguinary  ruffians.  A  son  of  Eunne-tt's  was  there,  Robert;  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  Coldeu  came  in.  Several  men  had 
been  killed,  how  many  not  certainly  known  yet.  "  You  must  leave 
the  city  at  once ;  you  must  not:  slay  here  !"  It  was  then  a  con- 
sultation between  these  excel  (eat  friends,  I  putting  in  an  occasional 
opinion  objecting  or  suggesting  upon  tlic  safest  course  to  pursue. 
At  length  it  was  decided,  and  Kobeir.  was  sent,  out  to  iiud  Kkhard, 
another  son,  probably  at  the  Racket  Club,  to  put  the  plan  in 
execution,  lie  was  mot.  by  Robert  in  the  street,  and  both  returned 
with  additional  reports;  the  crowd  was  still  there,  the  excitement 
still  active.  Richard  was  sent  to  the  livery  stable  to  order  a 
carriage  and  good  pair  of  horses  to  be  at  iinimett's  door  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  "to  take  a  doctor  to  some  gentleman's 
house  near  New  lioehelle."  This  was  done  and  well  done  by  him : 
Colden  and  Emmett  went  out  to  reconnoitre,  and  they  had,  as  I 
learned  from  Emmett,  gone  to  the  New  York  Ilolel,  at  the  door  of 
which  was  still  a  knot  of  watchers,  and  to  Emmett' s  inquiries,  told 
him,  if  any  threats  were  made,  to  allow  a  committee  of  the  crowd  to 
enter  and  search  the  house  for  me.  iimmett  relumed  with  my 
own  hat,  one  from  the  hotel,  and  I  had  got  (,'olilen's  coat.  An 
omnibus  drove  furiously  down  the  street,  followed  by  a  shouting 
crowd.  We  asked  Richard,  when  he  came  in,  what,  it  was,  he  said, 
"  Merely  an  omnibus  ;':  but  next  morning  he  told  me  that  he  asked 
the  men  pursuing  -'What  was  the  mailer  Y  "  and  one  answered, 
"  Jlaen:ady>  in  that  omnibus;  they've  killed  twenty  of  us,  and  by 
G—  we'll  kill  him  !  "     Well,  all  was  settled  ;  it  was  believed  that 
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twenty  had  perished.  Robert  went  to  bed  to  his  wife.  Emmett 
went  upstairs  to  lie  down,  which  T  declined  to  do,  and  with 
Kichard  went  down  into  (be  comfortable  office  below  In;  J  ore  a  good 
Are,  and,  by  the  help  of  a  cigar,  to  count  Ihe  flow  hours  till  four 
o'clock.  Wo  talked  and  lie  dozed,  and  1  ll.sti.njd  to  the  sounds  of 
the  night,  and  thought  of  homo,  a  ad  what,  would  ho  the  anguish  of 
hearts  there  if  1  Jell  in  ibis  brutal  outbreak  ;  but  J  resolved  to  do 
what  was  right  and  becoming.  The  dock  struck  four;  we  were 
on  the  move;  Emmett  came  down  ;  sent  Richard  lo  look  after  the 
carriage.  All  was  still  in  the  dawn  of  morning,  hut  we  waited 
some  ten  minutes— an  age  of  suspense  -the  carriage  arrived.  I 
shook  the  hand  of  tny  preserve;-  and  friend —my  heart  responded  to 
my  parting  prayer  of  '■  (.Sort  bless  him!"  and  stopping  into  the 
carriage — a  covered  phaeton,  we  turned  up  Filth  Avenue, and  were 
en  our  way  to  safely.     Thank  God  ! 

Daring  some  of  the  time  of  waiting,  X  had  felt  depressed  and 
rather  low,  but.  T  believe  I  showed  r.o  fear,  and  felt  determined  to 
do  my  duty,  whatever  it  might  be.  acting  or  sailerlng.  We  met 
only  market  carts,  butchers'  or  gardeners',  and  labourers  going  to 
their  early  work  ;  the  morning  was  clear  aad  fresh,  and  the  air  was 
cooling  to  my  forehead,  hot  and  aching  with  want  of  sleep.  The 
scenery  through  which  we  passed,  crossing  the  Manhattan,  giving 
views  of  the  various  inlets  of  the  sound,  diversilied  with  gentle- 
man's scats,  at  any  other  time  would  have  excited  an  interest  in  me; 
now  one  thought  or  series  of  thoughts,  with  wanderings  to  home 
and  my  beloved  ones, gave  nienotime  !'nr  passing  objects.  I  thought 
as  we  passed  Harlem  Siation,  it  would  never  have  done  to  have 
ventured  there.  Some  of  the  places  on  ihe  road  were  familiar  to 
my  recollection,  having  been  known  under  happier  circumstances.* 
Jlofttw,  Mui)  llf/i.—  dloaohmg  Xoiv  Roci'iolle  a  lifile  before  seven 
o'clock,  we  got  break! a st.  ami  Richard  decided  on  leaving  me  here  ; 
but  in  the  bar-room  the.  landlord  asked  me.  "  Did  you  come  from 
Now  York  this  morning?"  I  was  taken  aback.  "Yes."  "Did 
you  hear  of  a  riot,  there  last  night:?"  "  Yes,  T  did."  "Was  it  a 
very  had  one  ?  "  "  Yes,  I  believe  so,"  and  1  walked  out.  Seeing 
Emmett,  I  suggested  ihe  advisabibiy  of  his  accompanying  me  to 
New  Haven  in  ease  of  similar  occurrences  in  the  ears,  when  I  might 
be  at  fault,  and  be  could  lake  the  ollice  of  spokesman,  to  which  ho 
readily  assented.  He  told  me  (we  wondering  bow  the  news  could 
have  got  here,  nineieen  miles)  (bat.  the  subject,  bad  been  discussed 
in  a  conjectural  sort  of  style  at  the  break  last  table,  after  1  had  left 
it,  but  that  ail  spoke  favourably  of  me  ;  on  the  platform  of  the  sta- 
tion among  the  arriving  passengers  were  two,  one  of  whom  I  saw 
know  me.     Kichard  E.  thoughl  not;  f  became  convinced  of  it,  and 

*  In  the  follcavir.i;  in  :nth  (if  SejitojrtiOi'  ti'ii  of  the  Astui1  I'LiOi!  rioters  wore 
tried  at  the  Court  of  (lo:un-al  fve..-ior^,  Mew  Yoi'"„-,  i/.-a'oro  Ju-jge  Daly  and  a 
jury,  and  after  a  trial  of  linnon  ilnys  wore  ;'ll  cmsviotol.  Tile  ronton  c«  varied 
from  ijas  month's  imnrisormiuit  t;.  iaipri-jiiaaij;  for  one  v;"ir  ;inJ  pavment  of 
aiineof|250.~tD. 
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my  belief  was  verified  by  the  annoying  con  .sequence.  Ho  told  some 
acquaintances  as  ihe  cars  arrived  of  the  fact ;  they  communicated 
toothers,  and  my  idtntily  was  enjoyed  by  successive  crowds  of 
starers,  to  whom  and  from  whom  the  news  was  handed  along  down 
the  whole  course  of  the;  railroad,  even  lo  L'oslou  eily.  We  got  the 
different  papers,  and  there  read  ihe  hei-jlde  detail,  fifteen  killed — 
it  turned  out  to  beseveuleen— and  ft  vend  wounded  1  The  conduc- 
tor was  particularly  civil  and  attentive  to  rue.  iiichard  E,  left  me 
as  I  entered  the  Springiiohl  ear?  at  .New Haven.  Here  a  group  of 
four  began  a  conversation  at  me,  I  sitting  near  them,  but  on  the 
same  side,  "  wondering,  however,  if  T  should  play  to-night  again,'1 
&c.  I  eat  silent  ;  another  person  came  and  tat  behind  me  and 
leaning  over,  asked  me,  ''Are  you  going  io  acl  at  Boston  ?  "  "No." 
"Shall  you  read  there?  "  "No."  " Urn— a  terrible  business  last 
night?"  "Yes,  very  shocking'  &c.  Beaching  Boston,  f  got  into  a 
cab,  no  one  near  me,  and  drove  al:  once  to  my  dear  friend,  George 
Cart.is's,  whose  ijivilation  yesterday  received,  appeared  almost  pro- 
vidential. He  soon  after  fame  in  and  was  heart-glad  to  see  me: 
the  telegraph  had  given  the  niniii  fael.s.  Hdiiird  came,  Benjamin 
Curtis,  whom  1  like,  Tick  nor,  all  most  cordial,  congratulating  me 
on  my  assured  saltty,  I  inquired  if  it  were  needful  to  go  on  to 
Halifax,  but  they  said  my  safely  was  assured  here.  "What  an  ago 
of  feeling,  of  event,  of  suffering,  lias  passed  since  yesterday  after- 
noon !  Thank  God  that  I  an:  here,  that  I  live! 

May  12th. — Woke  early;  unable  to  dress  myself  from  want  of 
clothes  or  shaving  and  dressing  implements.  'Thought  much  and 
lone  on  letters,  and  tilings  to  he  done.  Curtis  spoke  and  told  me, 
whilst  I  was  dressing,  or  trying  to  dress,  that  my  servant  had 
come.  Coldcn,  who  had  written  to  me  by  him,  had  sent  him  away 
with  every  portion  of  my  kg  gage.  Tills  was  not  quite  what  I 
wished,  but  perhaps  there  was  no  alternative,  lie  brought  some 
brief  accounts  of  the  state  of  tilings  in  New  York.  All  quiet,  but: 
groups  collected,  and  crowd  around  Ihe  theatre,  He  brought 
papers,  &c.  Benjamin  Curtis  called.  Person  from  Signal  news- 
paper called.  G.  Curtis  saw  and  despatched  him.  Telegraphed 
Gould  to  settle  Willi  Haekett,  &c.  Wrote  to  Colden.  Sent  in  a 
parcel  his  great  coat.  Felton  called.  Trescott,  Dr.  Channing, 
Winthrop,  "IClliot,  Sirs.  Story.  Wrote  lo  Boberl.  Buimctt,  to  Gould, 
to  Buggies,  to  Mrs.  Kent.  Felton  dined  with  us.  George  Curtis 
drove  mo  out  beyond  iirook'.jno.  a  very  pleasing  country.  Michel! 
brought  me  The  New  York.  Longfellow  tailed,  T.  Gary  called, 
B.  Curtis  ;  he  and  George  both  appeared  pleased  with  Mr.  Heed's 
letter,  and  agreed  in  the  idea  that  it.  ought  to  be  published.  A 
heavy  gloom  upon  my  spiriis.  my  imagination  only  offering  scenes 
of  horror  and  blood,  my  thought  how  l.o  meet  e.vtremiiies  if  obliged 
to  face  them,  resolving  to  do  so  at  least  with  composure  and 
unpretending  dignity. 

Mai/  l&th. — ilose  very  early,  my  spirits  in  the  lowest  state. 
Occupied  with  alfairs  for  a  long  while.     Head  a  Boston  paper  sent 
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to  me  by  the  editor,  -which  added  to  my  <1  eject  ion.  Continued 
my  attention  to  t.ho  rearrangement-  of  my  packages.  Grew  more 
and  more  disquieted.  "  The  thoughts  of  home  rush  on  his  heart, 
and  call  its  vigour  forth  in  many  a  vain  attempt."  Lifted  up 
my  head  to  G  oil  in  silcnf  prayer  for  strength  to  sustain  me.  Busied 
myself  with  arranging  papers.  Keceivod  a  short  loiter  from  Gould. 
Consulted  with  George  Curtis  on  what  should  be  done,  and  told 
hint  of  my  feeling  of  insecurity.  He  eridon.roiirod  to  reassure  me, 
and  would  see  the  Mayor  and  others  to-day  and  have  a  consulta- 
tion on  any  steps  deemed  necessary  to  he  taken.  Lcgan  a  letter 
to  my  beloved  wife,  which,  in  my  uncertain  state  of  mind,  as  to 
whether  L  should  ever  see  her  again,  I  could  not  continue.  Copied 
out,  examination  of  .Mr.  dusky---  copying  Mas  the  only  employment 
for  which  I  was  lit.  Letter  from  dear  Mrs.  Coldett,  inclosing  those 
of  my  darling  children.  Kind  loiter  of  sympathy  from  an  English 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Eastwood.  Violent  ■and  vulvar  threaten- 
ing letter — anonymous.  Clapp,  the  chief  police  officer,  called  to 
assure  me  that  everything  was  quiet  in  the  city,  and  no  apprehen- 
sion whatever  to  he  entertained  of  any  demonstration  of  hostility 
here ;  that  the  police  were  on  the  alert,  and  no  arrival  could  take 
place  that  they  would  not  know  and  take  any  needful  measnrcs 
upon.  Captain  Wormley  called.  Mr.  Digelow,  the  Mayor,  called 
to  assure  me  in  the  strongest  terms  that,  the  dues  of  justice  and 
of  hospitality  would  be  maintained,  and  that  1  might  rest,  perfectly 
secure  in  the  power  and  will  ol  the  authorities  of  the  city  to  defend 
me  from  outrage.  Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.,  Sirs.,  and  Miss  Ticknor, 
Benjamin  Curtis,  counselling  the  publication  of  a  statement  from 
me  to  show  my  freedom  from  blame,  .vo.  Thought  over  the  advico 
— tried  it — found  thai  ii  ought  not  to  bear  my  name  as  the  pub- 
lisher, but  that  my  assoriiutis  and  stale-men!  should  be  given  to  the 
public  by  certain  friends  who  had  faith  in  them. 

May  lith.— Arose,  thanks  be. to  Almighty  God,  in  a  more  com- 
posedand  cheerful  state  of  mind  ;  t  lie  dejection  of  yesterday  caused 
by  the  subsidence  of  excitement  of  the  three  previous  days.  Saw 
seme  papers,  which  confirmed  my  mood  of  mind,  and  left  me  quite, 
or  almost,  at  perfect  case.  Ifonjamiu  Curtis  (aided  with  his  altera- 
tions of  the  statement;  they  were  few,  but  were  amendments. 
Gary  called,  and  Curtis  proposed  to  him  to  he  a  signer  of  the  state- 
ment, to  which  lie  readily  assented.  '  l'uid  for  insertion  of  replies  in 
Atlas.  Paid  Michell.  Lyman  called  ami  told  me  ho  had  called  at, 
New  York  on  Friday;  had  also  seen  Judge  Kent,  who  had  been 
uneasy,  and  anxious  about  the  mob,  hating  hoard  that  his  house 
was  marked  by  them — the  villains  '.  He  had,  as  Ids  letter  informed 
me,  removed  his  mother  and  Mrs.  K..  and  sat  up  all  night,  wailing 
for  the  destruction  id  his  rich  law  library.  Entered  some  arrears 
of  record.  Letter  from  Gould,  answered.  Letter  from  citizens  of 
Eoston.  inviting  me  to  read,  &c,  in  most  complimentary  phrase- 
stopped  in  its  circulation  by  these  events- was  given  to  mo  by  kind 
and  dear  George  Curtis.     Fairbanks,  my  defender  in  the  Chroma- 
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type  last  autumn,  0.  Norton.  Everett,  who  seems  quite  gay  anil  glad 
to  see  me,  Judge  Warren,  Dr.  Haywood,  Preseott,  Gray,  Jfantoul. 
called.  Letter  iio:n  Sumner,  most  affectionate.  Looked  at  papers 
nil  fatisfnetory,  the  Jjr.stnn.  M:iH,  >:vali*  ob  iiictjilv,  and  answered 
Sumner,  Wrote  to  John  Gordon,  oi'  Fdmburgh,  apologizing  for 
publishing  his  name  in  Ids  letters.  Trove,  onr.  wiih  George  Curtis. 
Went  to  look  at  the  reservoir  of  tlio  city's  supply.  Called  on 
Colonel  Perkins,  and  walked  through  his  peackorics,  graperies, 
greenhouses,  <Sre.  Kind  old  num.  whom  I  shall  never  see  again ! 
Benjamin  Curtis  came  and  sat  in  the  evening. 

May  lliM. --Looked  at  papers,  from  which  the  excitement  seems 
abating,  if  not  lulled  entirely.  The  result  will  be  most  beneficial 
to  tli e  community.  The  rubble  have  been  taught  that  they  aro 
not  the  dictators  of  (lie  Ciiy  of  Sew  York. 

W allied  out  willi  0.  Curtis  to  a  bowling  alley,  where  wo  found 
Charles  Curtis.  3.1  r.  Quiucy  junior,  came  in,  and  we  had  some  con- 
versation. Hear  in;;  of  tin  assemblage  of  some  thousands  of  children 
happily  amusing  themselves  on  lbo  Common — that,  very  beautiful 
green— vc  went  to  pee  them,  an  interesting  sight  ;  lis  fountains  in 
lull  play,  and  a  pleasant  sun  giving  into  bright,  and  cheerful  view 
the  handsome-  buildings  that  inclose  it,  and  the  view  of  bay  and 
landscape  stretching  far  into  the  distance.  We  walked  along  the 
causeway  over  thelagoon,  as  I  may  call  it,  for  T  do  not  know  tlio 
real  term,  and  T  enjoyed  much  (lie  air  ami  exercise. 

May  11th. — Went  to  dine  wiih  Ticknor.  I  took  a  Tope  with  me, 
and  gave  it  to  Eliza  Ticknor.  We  met  Trescott,  Hillard,  Felton, 
Judge  Warren.  Charles  Curtis  came  in  (he  evening  ;  it  was  a  very 
cheerful,  agreeable  evening. 

May  'ZOlh. — Looked  over  Milton,  and  marked  it  for  reading. 
At  Ourtis's  evening  party  were  Wintbrop,  W.  Preseott  and  his 
daughter,  lb-..  Mis.,  and  Miss  Lay  weed,  Mrs.  Story,  Mr,  and  Mrs.— 
Story,  Mr.  and  Miss  .Cvcrctf,  Lon.Hoilow,  bell  on.  L'ana,  Hillard,  Mr., 
Mrs,,  and  Miss  Cary,  Mr.  arid  Mrs.  lb  Curtis  and  children,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  Curt  is, Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Misses  Tick  nor,  1).  Colden,  Judge  and 
Mrs.  Warren,  Cray,  Grcenhow,  Mrs.  \V;.rls  worth,  &c.  1  read  part  of 
first  and  filth  book  of ;  Paradise  Lost-,'  ibe  '  fide  on  Ft.  Cecilia, '  arid 
'Aboil  IknAdbenr  by  request.  Cohlensat  arnl  took  a  cigar  when  nil 
had  gone.     The  guests  appeared  delighted.    All  went  olf  admirably. 

May  "'2nd. — Glanced  at  paper,  which  said  in  a  paragraph  I  had 
sent  jlOCO  to  the  Mayor  for  I  ho  relatives  of  the  sufferers  in  the 
late  riots.  Yes;  in  a  cheque  upon  the  City  of  New  York,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  damages  obtained  in  an  aciion  at  law  for  recovery,  Ac.  ! 
No  ;  if  that  would  be  charity  it  would  he  best  to  give  away  all 
the  little  I  possess  in  the  world. 

Letter  from  Gould,  from  Stokes,  Felton  called  to  sbake  bunds, 
Charles  Curtis  also.  Arranged  affairs  of  money,  &c.  Attended  to 
business.  Charles  Sumner  called.  Still  business,  business.  Went 
out  in  carriage,  and  made  many  calls:  among  those  I  saw  were 
Mrs.  Cary  and  Sally,  to  whom  I  gave  a  copy  of  Pope.    D.  Channing, 
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Dr.  and  Mr?.  Haywood,  Mrs.  and  Eliza  Ticknor  (pictures  of 
children),  Apply  ton.  Went  Lome,  foivnd  George  Curtis  ;  he  ac- 
companied mo  to  the  flavor,  who  was  very  kind:  told  mo  the 
inhabitants  would  have  pub;:ely  testified  their  resisect  for  me,  hut 
were  afraid  of  sunn's  individuals  possibly  seeking  In  insult  ino ;  that 
G.  Curtis  had  gained  greatly  in  tho  esteem  of  Ids  fellow-citizens 
by  his  reception  of  me,  Ac.  Called  on  olhers,  and  on  Mrs.  Story, 
whom  wo  saw.  Paid  MielicJI,  ami  advanced  him  §(K).  Wrote  to 
Ransom's  will:  second  bill  for  ii-U).  Began  letter  to  Mr.  Coldcn, 
Dined  with  Prcscott;  met  ili'llard,  Ticknor,  Winthrop;  a  very 
agreeable  day.  Took  leave  of  all,  Prescoll.  drinking  a  stirrup-cup 
ami  clinking  glares.     Walked  home  and  parled  severally. 

May  23n/. — Rose  early  to  finish  my  packing.  Invoked  the 
blessing  of  God  on  my  destiny  -what  rests  of  it  in  this  world,  what 
awaits  in  that  to  come  V     May  TTc  protect  mot 

Letter  from  Smnner.  Wrote  autographs  for  Whitmore.  Wrote 
to  Mrs.  Gould,  itc.  Busy  to  the  lust  moment.  Took  leave  of  the 
two  little  children,  and  of  Mrs.  ('art's,  who  utteredsomc  few  words 
of  good  wishes  that  brought  the  tears  into  my  eyes.  Paid  tho 
servants  and,  with  G,  Curtis,  went  in  carriage  across  tho  ferry  to 
East  Boston,  where  we  got  on  board  the  iiilnrnia;  I  never  felt 
such  relief  as  in  planting  my  foot  upon  iliat.  vessel's  deck;  several 
of  the  officers,  stewards,  Ac.,  f  know.  Captain  Stone  bad  brought 
me  over  in  the  Arcadii.  Met  Charles  Huimier  and  Hillard  on 
board.  Went  down  to  make  regulations  about  my  state-room. 
Hillard  gave  me  a  lion  uli  lid  bouquet,  with. a  very  affectionate  card 
from  the  two  31  Uses  'I.'iekoor,  ami  a  IcKrr  from  himself,  to  be  read 
when  at  sea.  Wo  talked  long.  G.  Curtis,  Hillard,  and  C.  Sumner 
in  and  by  my  state-room. 

The  day  was  clear  and  bright,  and  when  my  friends  were  gone, 
and  I  stood  on  the  upper  deck,  1  looked  round  on  the  scene ;  the 
water  glittering  in  tiie  sunshine,  the  bouses  lining  every  edge  of 
tho  shore  as  the  eye  wandered  round  the  gay  panorama;  the 
vessels  plying:  with  steam,  sail,  or  oar  busily  along  the  surface 
below,  and  the  keen  fresh  air  blowing  against  me  added  to  my 
spirits,  winch  were  strongly,  not  cheerily,  excited,  as  I  thought, 
'■It  is  the  last  time— 'tis  the  hist,"  I  should  ever  look  on  the  scene 
'before  mo.  We  wound  our  way  oat  of  the  harbour,  and  I  saw  the 
monument  of  Bunker's  Hill  trroiv  dim  in  tho  distance. 

June  7th. — Arrival  in  London. 

June  22»'/,— Proceeded  to  Palace.  Colonel  Phipps  came  to  the 
room  to  which  T  was  shown,  apologising  that  the  Prince  was  then 
in  his  own.  Told  me  that  ho  was  inslrueted  to  inform  me  that  the 
Queen  wished  to  have  theatrical  performances  at  Windsor  this 
Christmas  as  before,  and  wished  mo  to  act  I'Srutus  and  Hotspur, 
I  stated  my  readiness  to  show  my  duty  to  Her  Majesty,  and  that 
lier  wishes  were  commands  to  me;  (bat  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
acting  Brutus,  but  that  I  had  long  discontinued  the  performance 
of  Hotspur,  not  intending  to  resume  it;  that  I  should  have  to 
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re-study  the  character— unfitted  by  years  to  personate  it,  &c, 
intimating  that  if  I  played  two  ni^bis.  it  must  be  in  some  other 
character.  All  most  courteously.  I  urged  the  necessity  of  know- 
ing the  time  as  soon  as  possible,  on  account  of  my  engagements, 
&e.  He  was  to  write  to  me,  and  we  purred  with  the  best  under- 
standing. 

IHrmuiijham,  June  2Gth.  —  Acted  Macbeth,  yes,  well.  The 
audience,  the  Linnine-ham  audience,  gave  me  ii  reception  such  as 
I  have  never  witnessed  out  of  London,  ami  very,  very  rarely  even 
there.  They  stood  tip  all  through  Ihe  house,  waving  hats  and 
handkerchief's,  till  1  was  anxious  Id  proceed.  I  thought  to  myself, 
"Will  I  not  act  for  you?"  The  stillnci-s  that  followed,  every 
word  ringing  on  the  ear,  was  really  awful  :  hut  T  felt  it  was  my 
last  night  of  Macbeth  in  Birmingham,  ami  J.  resolved  to  do  my 
best— I  did.  The  applause  was  fervent,  the  attention  deep,  and 
the  reception,  when  T  was  called  on,  equal  to  the  first  appearance. 

June  27  th. — Richelieu. 

— —  2Slh.~ Acted  Hamlet  under  very  distressing,  incapacitating 
circumstances  :  a  dress  not  fitting  nie  ;  my  hair  I  do  not  know  how; 
a  sword  every  minute  sticking  in  my  shoes  and  breaking  in  my 
hand  when  trying  to  use  it — allogeitier  miserable,  but  I  did  my 
best  under  these  disadvantages.     Called. 

June  29*ft.— Wolsey.     Oakley. 

Leamington,  June  'dlith. — Richelieu. 

[July  3rd  to  July  12th. — Engagement  at  Liverpool.] 

July  4th—  Lear.  5 t/i.— "Werner,  (jf.h.— "Wolsey.  9(S.— Hamlet, 
10th.— Othello.    Uth.— Richelieu. 

Lwh,  Jvhf  VM.h.— Othello.     17^.— Werner.     IS?/,.— Richelieu. 

York,  July  VMh.—  Richelieu.     'in/h.— Othello. 

'llirmi-Hiihavi,  July  23i'd. — Richelieu. 

July  'i'iih.—To  iviKtboume. 

'EvMlxniriie  to  Ik-nhia-ler,  Aw/nst  o'J. — Racked  tip  my  small  affairs 
for  journey.  Looked  at  newspaper,  and  waited  for  the  omnibus. 
Went  in  it  to  Tb-ighlon,  reading  by  the  way.  From  Brighton  to 
Portsmouth,  where  J  had  to  wail  above  an  hour  for  the  next  train. 
Walked  about,  and  got  a  lunch  or  dinner  at  a  chance  hotel.  Came 
on  to  Southampton,  thence  to  Dorchester,  reading  all  the  way 
when  I  did  not  sleep,  nor  was  attracted  by  tho  scenery.  The 
principal  object  of  my  repaid  mi<  tbe  Mew  l'erost  and  t.'orie  Castle, 
seen  from  the  distance.  The  subject  of  my  reading  was  Dryden's 
'Dedication  to  Lord  Dnrset/  wliieli  "I  finished,  and  iiis  translation 
of  the  first  and  third  satires  of  Juvenal.  My  spirits  became  rather 
low  as  I  thought  of  this  kind  of  Pontus  for  my  life's  decline.  I 
hope  T  shai.l  have  no  Tr<.:.!ia  t.o  write. 

Iiorditst.t-r  to  fJ-irliors!",  Aiq/itxt  -ill*. — Left  Dorchester  on  the  top 
of  the  coach,  noticeil  the  Roman  camp  and  two  sites  of  the  ram- 
part of  the  town ;  was  very  much  pleased  with  my  ride,  particu- 
larly with  the  view  of  Ceme  Abbas  and  the  view  of  the  Vale  of 
Blackmoor  from  the  heights,  which  is  really  superb;  disappointed 
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on  approaching  Sherborne,  but  pleased  again  as  we  came  near  and 
entered  it.  Looked  ut  everything  with  extreme  interest.  Talked 
during  the  journey  with  my  next,  fellow-traveller,  amused  with  his 
change  of  polities  as  wo  talked.  Got.  some  loco)  information,  from 
him,  which  was*  serviceable.  Came  to  the  Antelope  Inn.  Walked 
about  the  town,  looked  at  the  houses,  the  abbey  church,  abbey,  etc. 
Walked  over  Caatleton,  went  into  a  house— Sherborne  House— 
which  was  selling  off. 

Called  on  Ilutter,  auctioneer;  not  at  home.  Ruttcr  called  on 
me,  and  I  questioned  him  about  the  price  of  houses,  etc.;  found 
they  were  about  the  lowest  rate  Iliad  hoped. 

tjherbcrne,  August  iith. —  Walked  in  Lord  Digby's  park,  crosse<l 
it,  and  skirled  it  homo;  very  much  pleased  with  all  I  saw.  The 
stillness  of  this  place,  the  sleepy  ijnk:t,  reminds  me  of  Thomson's 
'Castle  of  Indolence, '  in..!,  even  the  cemhig  and  idling  of  the  sea  to 
make  a  change-  all  still,  all  quiet,  but,  I  think,  very  beautiful.  I 
was  delighted  with  tin;  views  in  and  from  the  park.  Walked,  I 
think,  about  eight  miles;  measured  one  oak,  about  twenty-four 
feet  in  girth— eight  .sticks,  bested  u  little.  Head  in  the  Annual 
l'!r.i}i:-lir  the  account  of  Lord  Ferrers  and  Slinti— two  madmen — 
anil  oE  Theodore,  King  of  Corsica.  Gave  the  rest  of  the  day  to 
dearest  Willie's  birthday  letter. 

Hhcrhomc  to  Durch'.skt;  AtujuH  i>th. —At  the  hour  of  my  appoint- 
.  ment  with  Mr.  butter,  went  to  Sherborne  House  ;  he  had  not  come, 
the  gates  were  shut;  wailed  a  little,  then  walked  down  town  to 
see  the  clocks,  found  it:  was  twenty  minutes  past  nine,  and  hastened 
back:  the  gates  were  opened,  ami  1  obtained  admittance,  waiting 
very  patiently  for  Mr.  Iiutter.  He  came  after  some  time,  and  went 
with  me  over  bouse  and  garden.  It  is  old-fashioned  in  its  adapt- 
ation to  the  needs  of  a  family:  there  is  no  attempt  at  commo- 
diousness  or  contrivance,  but  I  think,  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  it 
might  suit  us  (provided  we  can  contract  our  expenditure  to  my 
proposed  annua!  expenditure,  CioO)  better  than  most  other  people 
of  moderate  means,  and  a  person  of  fortune  would  be  a  fool  to  live 
there.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  recommend  it  to  us.  I  trust  I  am 
not  deceiving  myself — I  think  not. 

He  told,  i.e.  i\Ir.  butler,  i  liat.be  had  made  a  mistake  in  his  state- 
ment on  Saturd  a  v,  aud  that  the  vent  of  bouse  and  card  en  without 
the  field  was  £50.  Called  on  Mr.  Tfooks,  Lord  Dig-by"*  steward,  and 
after  waiting  some  time,  saw  him  and  talked  ever  the  house — 
Sherborne  House— its  rent,  ftc.  I  gave  him  my  name,  which,  I 
said,  ho  perhaps  had  heard,  as  it:  was  in  some  sort  a  public  one. 
He  asked  any  connection  of  tin:  iUuereudy  '.'  I  informed  htm  that, 
if  he  chose  so  to  designate  me,  i  was  i.h<-.  Macrcudy.  His  manner 
became  more  interested ;  I  explained  to  him  frankly  my  views 
and  motives. 

Came  on  the  coach  to  Dorchester,  looking  with  interest  at  the 
old  buildings,  the  shops,  the  people,  who,  at  least  the  children  and 
women,  are  very  pretty,  and  all  seemingly  very  healthy,  at  the 
country,  &c,  thinking  it  is  to  be  my  final  home. 
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]'.as!bo>!rnr,  A  mu-l  ','W;.  Letters.  One  from  poor  Cegnicr,  morel  y 
informing  me  of  the  sad,  sad  event  of  his  only  child's  death,  a 
daughter,  aged  fourteen  years.  IHos.t  deeply  did  T.  feel  for  them, 
"Wrote  to  Kegnier.  Head  '  Copperfield  ;'  not  quite  to  full  of  interest 
as  the  preceding  numbers,  but  very  good.  Galled  on  Cohdeil  and 
sat  with  him.     In  tile  evening  read  to  the  girls  from  Drydcn. 

Aw/wt  10'A. — ■Went -with  the  Cobdens  and  our  children  to  see 
the  cricket-match;  I  was  interested  in  the  old  game.  Walked 
with  Cobden  and  his  brother  by  Paradise  home  j  talked  chiefly  on 
politics. 

London,  Awmst  \lt!>. — Messrs.  Webster  and  Manby  came,  shook 
hands  with  them.  Tito  mailer  of  nights,  terms,  characters,  &c, 
was  talked  over  and  settled.  The  eight:  phrys  for  the  first  period 
given  in:  Macbeth,  Hamlet,  b'ing  lje;;r,  Othello,  Sliylock,  Itiehclieu, 
Werner,  Yirgmius.  The  terms,  £-10  per  night,  three  nights  per 
week,  £30  every  extra  jii;rlit ;  the  first  period  for  1st  of  October  (if 
possible)  to  the  s-'-ib  of  Oceembor,  ii"  "Mr.  Knowles  would  not  alter 
his  time,  for  the  15th  of  October  to  8th  of  December,  and  the 
second  period  from  the  151  h  April  to  Juno  3Cth  inclusive.  I  to 
take  my  benefit  in  snob  large  theatre  a-  1.  may  be  able  to  procure, 
having  the  aid  of  such  of  the  II  ay  market  performers  us  I  may  need, 
I  paying  the  nighily  salary  of  same  :  liie  privilege  of  writing'  an 
order  for  two  each  night  of  my  performance. 

Eastbourne,  Aa/iutt  I'.ilii.— Letter  and  bunkers'  book  of  Siddons' 
monument.  I  see  that  neither  Lord  Aberdeen,  Lord  T:!les;nero, 
Lord  Northampton,  ikji-  iUenckton  unities  has  subscribed.  They 
are  valuable  eornm:tteemi.n  to  advance  a  work  of  art! 

Ai'/iwt  13'A- — Wrolo  to  T.ord  T.ansdowne  about  the  inscription 
for  Siddons  monument.  Mrs.  Gobdeu  looked  in,  saying  they  were 
Koing  away;  I  shall  not:  be  here  v.  her.  they  return.  Wrote  to  dear 
Letitia.  Gobdcn  called  and  sal.  fur  a  short  lime  :  bis  conversation 
is  very  pleasing  to  me,  such  simple  good  sense.  Went  out  with 
Catherine  and  Walter;  called  at  the  library  and  subscribed;  posted 
my  letters;  walked  wilh  them  to  the  scat  across  the  cricket- field, 
and  by  Paradise  f.a.ne.     I  enjoyed  the  air:  the  wind  was  very  high. 

Au-'i'tfl.  ISth.— Wrote  the  agreement  letter  to  Webster, made  copy 
of  it  for  self,  and  copied  it  out  to  send  to  him  ;  wrote  him  another 
note  to  let  him  understand  my  will  bigness  not  to  oppose  him  if  ho 
wished  me  to  play  six  nights,  supposing  myself  able  to  do  so. 
Gave  Walter  bis  lessen,  assisted  Wilhe.  better  from  J.  llelane 
with  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  about  the  edition  of  Pope,  which 
kind  Delane  had  noticed  in  Wednesday's  Thr.rs  in  the  most  con- 
siderate and  advantageous  manner.  From  Procter,  a  most  delight- 
ful humorous  letter;  from  Henry  Taylor,  a  most  wise  and  kind 
one  ;  from  Mr.  Wage,  wishing  for  my  allograph  to  insert  in  a  Pope 
he  had  purchased,  .ve.  Wrote  letters.  Went  to  post  my  letters. 
Walked'out.  with  Catherine.     The  children  recited  some  poetry. 

August  'list. — After  breakfast  we  set  out  in  a  carriage  for 
Pevensey,  where  we  looked  on  the  Castle,  which  was  manifestly  a 
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Roman  fortress  before  it  became  either  Saxon  or  "Norman.  Saw  a 
very  good  silver  coin  of  Hadrian,  extremely  sharp  and  clear— the 
likeness  excellent -which  hail  been  found  with  many  others  in 
the  Castle.  We  went  on  to  Hurstmonceaux",  where  Forster  and 
Willie  went  tiji  to  t!ie  ohnrcb,  T  rerunmhigfor  my  own  convenience 
at  the  Castle.  Interested  by  a  very  old  beech-tree,  that  wreathed 
its  old  f.intasr.ic  roots  about  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  and 
a  row  of  Spanish  chestnut-trees,  coeval  to  nil  appearance  with  the 
Castle,  and  which  no  drjiibt.  were  (vrecn  and  bh.i'ening  when  poor 
Dacre  fell  a  vie'iiu  to  i  lie  brutality  of  I  Lis  Most  tlraeious  Majesty 
King  Henry  VIII.  Forster  was  very  agreeable.  Returned,  and 
proceeded  to  lieachy  Head,  delighted  with  the  views  presented  us, 
and  in  the  best  humour  to  be  pleased.  Clioso  our  ground  tor  play, 
and  amused  ourselves  with  trap,  bat,  and  ball,  till  the  Chishohn, 
Mrs.  Kitchener  and  puny.  wl;h  Catherine,  Nina,  tho  children,  and 
Norton  appeared.  The  Clii^hobn  joined  us,  and  our  play  con- 
tinued, but  I  was  suffering  from  a  strain  or  wrench  of  the  musclo 
or  sinew  of  my  left  thigh,  and  obliged,  after  some  vain  attempts,  to 
give  in.  I  did  nol  reflect  that  it.  was  twenty-one  or  twenty  years 
since  we  had  our  Nemean  games  at  Tinner  Wood,  when  I  was  at 
least  os  active  as  any  there  ;  alas  '.  for  Time,  and  our  discovery  of 
what  he  takes !  Dined  very  jocundly  and  joyously  on  tho  ground. 
Richard  Cohden  appeared,  dined,  and  disappeared  like  the  Goblin 
Page ;  we  shouting  vainly  after  him  when  his  flight  was  discovered. 
Came  home  with  my  aching  thigh. 

Ifm*,  Sf'pt-nitk'y  ;;,'■,'.     Richelieu,     iih.— Othello. 

Lrmdmi,  Xq/t'-mlcr  6th. — Went  with  .Katie  to  Westminster  Abbey. 
Saw  the  statue  of  Mrs.  Siddons.  The  verger  told  me  the  Dean 
wished  it  lowered,  and  desired  to  see  mo.  I  went  and  called  on 
him;  he  was  not  at  home.  Called  at  Courts' s  about,  subscriptions. 
Saw  and  talked  with  the  clerk.  Called  on  Campbell;  gave  liira 
my  opinion  that  ia  lowering  the  statue  he  gained  in  the  distance, 
and  lost  in  the  near  view,  from  the  pr^vhiiry  of  Telford's  statue. 
Promised  to  write  and  ask  Maclise  for  his  opinion.* 

\_lir!jiit'm,    Sfjihrnlyr   10(k    to    iS'f/ji'.-ro&n-    \3th, — -A.    four    nights' 

engagement.] 

(Plymouth,  Septniih-r  l~lh  to  $fp!rw,Irr  20th. — Four  nights.] 

X'Minrjt.arii,  tinjiUmbtr  2-U/i.     Richelieu, 

Derby,  September  25<A.— Richclitd.' 

Doncaster,  September  2Gth. — Richelieu. 

Leicester,  September  21th, — Richelieu. 

•This  is  the  last  entry  i a  Maeready's  diaries  relating  to  the  Siddons 
monument,  and  it  iinlitnles  tin:  ramKiision  nf  the  nutter,  to  which  he  had  given 
bo  much  thought,  [imp,  and  money  in  order  to  do  honc-nr  to  the  memory  of 
one  of  the  greates-.  nf  his  ]in'deccssr..rs  eu  the  English  stage.  When  Dean 
Stanley  was  prei.ai-inir  his  Memorials  of  Westminster  A1i:.e.y,  the  present  editor 
was  revested  t:>  i:e/.:iin  tV.nn  MariTaii' seine  account  of  tho  history  of  the 
erection  of  the  Siddons  statue,  and  in  rqey  to  his  inclines  MacreadV  wrote, 
"  With  the  exception  of,  I  think,  ahmit  £.">0,  the  whole  expense  was  defrayed 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


1849.  Reception  at  the  Haymarkel  Theatre.  629 

{.Manchester,  Septemfa r  29(A  to  October  6 th.— Seven  nights.] 

Acted  Hamlet  as  well  us  1  coidd,  not  well,  so  dreadfully  put  out 
by  King,  Horatio,  Ghost,  Pole-nius,  eve.  Culled,  and  delivered  my 
la re w oil  address. 

l.ond'Xii,  Vclohirr  Hi!,. —  Acted  Ma  die  th.  Mr.  Webster  staggered 
me  about  tho  house  just  before  I  went  on,  implying  that  it  was 
not  full ;  there  was  however  no  appearance  of  room  anywhere. 
The  cheering  on  my  entrance  was  very  groat;  from  the  whole 
house,  but  it  did  not  teem  to  mo  that  wild  abandonment  to  a 
delighted  feeling-  that  the  audience  at  the  Princess's  showed  five 
years  ago. 

I  never  acted  better,  in  many  parts  never  so  well,  so  feelingly, 
and  so  true.  I  said  to  Mrs.  Warner  onoo,  "1  never  played  that 
scene  so  well,  and  yet  they  do  not  seem  to  feel  it."  She  observed, 
"They  are  not  educated  to  it;"  meaning  they  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  things  so  different,  they  cannot  quite  appreciate  it.  The 
play  ended  most  enthusiastically.     Was  called  ami  greatly  cheered. 

[The  engagement  at  the  Hay  market,  varied  by  some  perform- 
ances in  tho,  country,  continued  to  the  middle  of  December.] 

Canterbury,  A'vveniif-r  I  Of/;. —  HiclieUeu.    12th. — Hamlet. 

A'iivumher  \',)lh. — Dined  with  Ihookiieb.l.  Met  Kiniilake,  ITallatr. 
junior,  Bentinck,  Spring  liice,  Luehington,  Forster,  Mansfield.  A 
very  agreeable  day. 

London,  Ifovnnli-.r  15$. — TIir  Times  communicated  news  to  me 
this  morning  lb;;  t  \vasijoi;o  a  shock  tome.  Dear  kind,  splendid  Etty 
is  no  move.  Another  gone,  another  and  another  1  What  is  our 
life's  dependence '!  I  mourn  his  loss,  for  I  had  a  most  affec- 
tionate regard  for  him,  and  he  appreciated  the  little  that  I  have 
done  with  even  an  enthusiastic  !-■: ■it-it-  o*  admiration,     lk'iiti':txat  ' 

Bead  '  Othello-,'  passed  the  curly  evening  with  the  children,  my 
dearest  companions.     Poor  dear  Etty,  God  bless  him! 

Birmingham,  November  iT'-i. — Lord  Townley. 

November '.'.'in!. —  Acted  Macbeth,  but  moderately  tho  two  first 
acts,  but  hearing  that  Peel  was  in  the  theatre,  I  played  my  very 
best  in  the  three  last.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  audience  fully 
appreciated  me  ;  it  is  tho  most  dillictilt  criticism  to  criticise  acting 
well.     Called. 

.Si.mroibcr  2 1  (/(.--Timed  v>  ith  T'oi'sler,  having1  called  on  and  taken 
up   Prookfield  ;   met  Biirtoul,  Kenyon,  Procter,  Kinglake,  Alfred 

by  myself  in  one  way  or  other.  The  site,  after  much  deliberation,  was  decide*! 
on,  tis  the  best  to  be  rb;ainf'l,  by  l.'a.inlriy,  and  the  snbjett  came,  mte  the 
cognizance  of  Deans  Turv^ri,  liuc^b.r.J,  ard  Wilhenbrec.  1  consulted  the  Lite 
Lord  Lansdowne,  Rogers,  and  some  others,  whom  I  cannot  immeJiatcly 
recollect;  but  the  i.]ai;i>[i  i\;.s  Licir.i ;:■-■.: ui  in  regard  to  the  inscription  that 
'Sarah  Siddon;'  should  be  the  only  words  engraved  on  the  pedestal  or 
plinth."  The  place  and  date  of  birth  !..,..;  death  in:;,-  adds  J  by  Dean  Stanley, 
in  lSfi.l,  when  the  statue  of  John  Kemble  "-as  removed  from  Mother  part  of 
the  Abbey,  and  placed  near  that  of  his  sister.— Ed. 
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Tennyson,  Thackeray.  Passed  a  cheerful  evening;  brought  dear 
old  Kenyon  homo. 

Leamington,  December  1st. — Haralct. 

h't.uthampttm,  Devemb-r  lOt.'i.— Macbeth,     llrt. — Richelieu. 

Shrewsbury,  ikenabr  \\',!h.      l'iohelieu.      Xith. — Hamlet. 

Chester,  December  17th. — Richelieu. 

December  18.'*. — Acted  Macbeth  under  sLoi^litf-i-ons  obstruction. 
Never  was  worse  dealt  with.     The  Lady,  o!l  !  —  i.ianquo— Lennox. 

In  fact  it  was  wholesale  murder.      II .  who  was  eomyilainmg  to 

me  of  being  "a  pauper"  yesterday,  was  drunk  in  tlie  Witch  to- 
night. The  cause  of  his  being  rejected  at.  theatres  is  too  easily 
accounted  for.  Tai-ewell  to  Chester  ;  if.  has  always  used  me  well, 
but  I  have  known  as  a  buy  sixteen  years  o!"aa-e  some  bitter  trials 
here  ;  left  in  charge  of  a  theatre,  distressed  for  rent,  and  a  company 
mutinous  for  long  arrears  of  salary. 

j.mtdutt,  ikcemb.-.r  2Hth. — Henry  Taylor  called.  Talked  over  and 
read  me  the  scenes  in  his  play,  which  is  much  improved.  To  my 
extreme  astonish] mint  ho  showed  nie,  after  our  discussion  of  the 
several  passages,  the  first  page,  in  which  was  a  dedication*  to 
myself.  I  felt  quite  overcome,  so  grateful,  so  proud,  I  could 
hardly  keep  the  tears  from  my  eyes.  Have  T  merited  such  honour 
from  "such  men  as  ihihvor  Lytton,  Die-tens,  Henry  Taylor? 

December  1{U!<. — Went  by  Great  Western  Railway  to  Windsor. 
The  day  bitterly  cold,  with  drifting  -now  and  sharp  frost.  Pro- 
ceeded to  the  Cusile  ;  saw  Mr.  Huberts,  to  whom  T  carried  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Fhippe.  He  showed  me  the  Rubens  Gallery,  tho 
theatre  of  the  Castle,  explaining  to  me  the  position  of  the  sfage, 
&a.,  the  dressing-rooms,  anil  all  that  was  needful.  He  then  took 
me  round  the  state  rooms,  displaying  the  fumltoro  to  me,  about 
which  I  was  indifferent.,  but  was  charmed  wi;h  the  pictures  of  the 
old  masters  I  saw  there  ;  West  and  Lawrence  made  me  turn  very 
siok.  Colonel  Phipps  was  out  shooting  with  the  Trince.  Saw 
Marianne  Skerrett,  who  came  lo  me  in  a-  small  basement  receiving 
or  business  room.  I  talked  with  her  till  time  to  go  ;  she  threaded 
the  passages  for  me,  and  I  look  leave, 
Exeter,  December  ilH. — Macbeth. 

*  Sir  Hanry  Taylor's  drama.  '  A  Sicilian  Hummer,'  is  thus  dedicated :  "  To 
W.  C.  Ma.iready,  to  ivlicic  crtcnllc-nt  jmlirim-nt  in  jivittfi'.;  of  art  this  work  is 
lai-.srcly  indebted,  it  i.;  with  siac-.-j'e  respit;!.  :md  regard  very  gratefully  in- 
ner [bed." — Ed. 
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[January  2nd  to  January  ■it's.-  Engagement  at  Exeter.] 
IJunii'iryOth  to  Jumviry  \'.Hk.— Thi^a  Lament  at.  ISath  and  Bristol.] 
JlrutiJ.,  January  loth.— Acted  Vidimus,  I  thought,  very  well. 
Was  quite  overcome  in  (lie  betrothal  of  Virginia";  for  my  own 
dear  girls  were  in  my  mind  ;  was  not  this  to  "  gore  my  own 
thoughts,  muke  cheap  what,  is  most  dear.'"  The  house  was  the 
worst  of  nil;  as  to  'Yirginius'  ir  invariably  nmv  occurs.  I  am  not 
surprised  at  the  attendance  being  less  than  to  Shakespeare's  plays, 
but  it  seems  sh'rtnge  Unit  the  house  should  he  positively  bad- 
worse  than  to  '  Werner,'—  much.     Called. 

January  IS!/;.-  Acted  Kins  Henry  IV.  very  well;  and  Lord 
Townley  better,  I  think,  than  I  have  ever  before  done  it  As  the 
curtain  was  falling  stepped  fonvard  ;  the  audience,  unprepared, 
gave  most  fervent  greeting.  On  silence  T  addressed  them,  quite 
overcome  by  recollections,  the  present  cordiality,  and  my  own 
feelings  to  "ywdM  Hristul;"  "Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— I  have 
not  waited  to-night  fin-  the  summons  with  which  you  have  usually 
honoured  mo.  As  this  is  the  hist  time  I.  shall  ever  appear  on  this 
stage  before  you,  I  would  heg  leave  to  oiler  a  lew  parting  words, 
and  would  wish  them  to  be  beyond  question  the  spent aneous 
tribute  of  my  respect.  It  is  not"  my  intention  to  trespass  at  any 
length  upon  your  patience.  The  little  that  I  have  to  say  may  be 
briefly  said.  Indeed  attempt  at  display  or  effect  seems  to"  me 
scarcely  in  accordance  with  the  occasion — to  me  in  truth  a 
melancholy  one— and  certainly  would  very  imperfectly  interpret 
the  feelings  which  prompt  in;  to  address  you.  For  a  long  course 
of  years — indeed  from  the  period  of  my  early  youth — I  have  been 
welcomed  hyyou  in  my  pro  less  io  mil  oapaciiy  with  demonstrations 
of  favour  so  fervent  and  so  constant,  that  they  have  in  some 
measure  appeared  in  this  nature  to  partake  almost  of  a  persona! 
interest.  Under  the  influence  of  such  an  impression  sentimenls  of 
deep  and  strong  regard  have  taken  linn  root  in  my  mind,  and  it  is 
•  Be  this  thy  wall  of  itrength,  a  conscience  good, 

With  no  committed  .nim--  It>  mult,;  thee  blench. 

Hor.  Kpist.  I.  i.  v.  CO.  — En.  Trans. 
in;'  of  which  there  can  be 
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therefore  little  else  than  a  natural  impulse  for  me  at  such  a 
moment  to  wish  to  leave  with  you  the  assurance  that,  as  I  have 
never  been  insensible  to  yuui-  kindness,  so  1  novel-  shall  bo  forgetful 
of  it.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  1'  should  vainly  task  myself  to  find 
duo  expression  for  those  emorions  which  J.  shall,  ev-o-  cherish  towards 
you.  Let  me  therefore,  at  once  and  for  all,  tender  to  you  my 
warmest  thanks,  joined  with  niy  regretful  adieus,  as  in  my  pro- 
fession of  an  actor  I  niosi  graielully  and  i-espeetiul'.y  bid  you  a  last 
farewell."  I  was  quite  overcome,  and  unable  to  check  the  tears 
that  rolled  down  my  cheeks.  The  audience  seemed  much  impressed, 
and  most  enthusiastic  were  they  as  I  retired  from  before  them — 
never  to  meet  them  again  in  the  same  relation.  Hare  came  round, 
most  cordially  engaging  mo  to  be  his  guest  at  (he  next  madrigal 
meeting  ;  Grainger  came  utter  him,  c[n;ill>'  cordial,  and  seemingly 
much  touched.  Gave  the  sorvai:!s  liberal  Jov-r/urs.  And  so  fare- 
well to  my  dear  old  ISristol  audiences  ■  most  warmly  and  affection- 
ately do  1  remember  them. 

[January  21sl  to  31st.  ■ — Engagements  at  Bradford,  Leeds, 
Liverpool.] 

Juriuary  T6tli.-    Farewell  at  Leeds. 

London,  l-'Jirwiry  lst.— Found  my  beloved  Nina,  beyond  all 
evasion  of  even  hope,  ill;  seriously,  alarmingly  ill.  My  blessed 
first-born,  my  own  beloved  Nina!  She  looked  at  first  better,  but 
when  afterwards  1  looked  at  her — 0  God,  how  painful  was  the 
sight !     My  beloved  one ! 

Dressed;  went  to  Windsor  by  railway,  taking  at  the  Paddington 
Station  a  special  engine  to  return  at.  night,  fur  which  I  paid  seven 
guineas.  Dined  at  Castle  Inn.  Went  in  cab*to  the  Castle ;  passed 
with  my  ticket  into  my  room,  a  very  handsome  one,  partitioned  oli' 
from  a  passage;  pictures  of  Morolto,  Tintoretto,  Parmegiano, 
Ac,  exquisite.  Dressed;  was  kept  in  a  state  of  irritable  expecta- 
tion. Mr.-Waback  came  to  speak  to  me.  Acted  Brutus  in  a  style 
of  reality  find  earnest  naturalness  that!  think  did,  and  I  felt  ought 
to,  produce  an  effect  on  my  auditors.  I  cannot  describe  the  scene ; 
my  Nina  agitates  my  heart  and  shakes  my  nerves  ;  I  cannot  write. 
Colonel  Phipps  came  to  mo  from  the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  to 
express  how  much  they  had  been  phased.  I  requested  him  to 
offer  my  duty,  and  that  I  was  most  happy  in  the  opportunity  of 
offering  any  testimony  of  my  respectful  homage.  Came  away  by 
special  train.  Carriage  was  waiting  for  me.  .Reached  home  about 
half-past  twelve  o'clock. 

Fdrraary  3rd. — Dr.  Bright  and  KUiotSon  came.  After  seeing 
my  beloved  child  they  came  to  me  in  my  study,  where  I  was 
waiting  for  them.  They  spoke  to  me,  und  from  tiioir  language  I 
collected  that  the  case  was  desperate.  I  fell  that  hope  was  gone. 
My  blessed,  my  beloved  first-born ! 

Liverpool,  February  ith. — Brutus. 

Dull  in.  t\-hrK'iry  \Hu,-  -Willi  deep  ami  devout  thanks  to  Almighty 
God  for  my  deliverance  from  the  dangers  of  the  night,  I  came  on 
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shore.  Went  to  the  station,  and  took  ray  scat  in  the  railway 
carriage  at  Kingstown.  Heard  that  nothing  like  the  gale  of  the 
night  had  been  known  there  since  January  (lib,  183'J.  I  could 
walk  with  difficulty  for  the  wind  up  to  the  .station.  Came  to 
Dublin  to  Morrison's  Hotel.  We  had  been  fifteen  hours  instead 
of  four  on  our  passage.  I  hod  mere  than  onee  expected  death. 
The  captain  was  certainly  much  alarmed;  indeed  so,  I  believe, 
were  all  at  heart. 

February  7 (A .—Macbeth. 

: 8th. — Letters,  full  of  comfort  in  their  love  and  sweet 

spirit,  from  my  beloved  wife  and  from  dear  Letitia.  Both  of 
them,  dear  creatures,  wish  to  hone,  and,  as  I  think,  unconsciously 
persuade  themselves  to  do  so.  Changes,  like  miracles,  have 
occurred.  My  hope,  alas,  does  not  extend  beyond  that  remote 
possibility  1  1  must  prepare  to  lose  sight,  of  my  beloved  child  in 
this  world.  At  my  time  of  life  (lie  disiaree  of  separation  cannot 
be  very  long;  but  I  cannot  help  murmuring  over  her  departure 
from  an  existence  which  was  so  full  of  enjoyment  to  her.  Blessed 
child !  But  God's  will  is  first  and  last. 
February  9(/i.— Richelieu. 

[February  llth  to  February  1.5(7;.— Engagement  at  Belfast.] 
'l,ii:er/\m,\,  Fibi-iniri/  Itj.'/.,-  -Macbeth. 

February  I'Jfli. — Something  past  one  o'clock— my  servant  gone 
to  seek  a  special  engine  to  cenvey  me  to  Hastings,  to  catch  one  last 
living  look  of  my  dear  blessed  Nina.  I  know  not  what  is  my  state 
of  mind  ;  I  am  certain  my  head  is  strange  and  heavy,  but  I"  have 
packed  up  my  clothes,  made  my  arrangements  as  were  needed — 
clearly ;  and  I  sit  here  waiting,  with  anxiety  to  depart,  the 
carriage  that  is  to  take  mo  away.  I  cannot,  to  myself,  disentangle 
this  state  of  mind.  ■  This  day  brought  me  accounts  teeming  with 
promises  of  comfort  and  joy.  1  arranged  in  my  bed  this  morning 
the  difficult  fask  of  what  1  should  say  to  my  audience  this  evening. 
I  rose  to  receive  a  handful  of  loiters,  all  full  of  good  news — 
Catherine's  and  Letitia's— with  an  account  of  my  Nina  more 
promising  than  any  T  have  yet  received  !  A  sweet  consolatory  one 
from  Forster ;  from  'Ransom's,  with  the  purchase  of  railway  stock  ; 
from  James  G-.  King,  wifh  furlher  investment  in  stock  ;  from 
Morley,  giving  me  my  terms  for  to-morrow  night  from  Mr,  Bennett, 
T  rehearsed-  receiving  at.  theatre  letters  wishing  me  to  remain 
here,  &c.  Wrote  to  Catherine,  to  Letitia,  and  to  my  Nina ;  a  line 
to  each.  Letter,  &c,  from  a  Mr,  McXicoll.  A  Mr.  Mountlield,  a 
gentlemanly  young  man,  had  called  on  me  in  the  morning  about 
tuition.  Arranged  some  accounts,  and  laboured  hard  at  the  few 
sentences  I  wished  to  deliver  in  ae droning  the  audience.  Acted, 
with  great  care  and  peculiar  effect,  Cardinal  YVolsey  and  Lord 
Townley.  Called.  Went  forward  :  the  whole  house  stood  up  to 
hear  me— and  such  a  house  as  is  rarely  to  be  Been.  Everything 
to  gratify  the  pride  and  vanity  of  a  person  in  my  position— and 
the  telegraphic  despatch  was  waiting  me  at  my  hotel! 
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Here  is  indeed  a  lesson  of  what  life  is  !  Who  can  say  lie  is  happy 
or  prosperous  in  Hi!*  world  Y  Who  dares  to  boast  or  feel  confidence 
in  what  be  enjoys?  I  have  thought  my  Nina  the  strongest  and 
healthiest  of  all  my  dear  ones,  andas  1  write,  perhaps— I  feel  dull 
and  half-stupid — T  do  not  know  what  to  do.  To  God  Almighty 
I  may  pray  ;  htit  if  my  biassed  ehild  have  left  this  earth,  it  has 
been  to  go  to  Him. 

After  I  left  the  stage  and  the  audience,,  greatly  excited.  Sir. 
Browne  and  llr.  Copchmd  came  to  shako  hands  with  me,  the  latter 
much  impressed  and  gratified:  spoke  to  Mrs.  "Warner;  came  to 
Hotel,  saw  several  letters,  one  tol'.^'rai ih'i.-  i li'Hp;i.t i.-h ,  whieh  I  opened 
instantly,  from  Dr.  Meekness,  requiring  me  to  set:  off  instantly  for 
Hastings,  &'c.  Sent  lor  Michel!,  and  sent  him  to  Lime  Street, 
then  to  Edgehill,  then  lo  T'.verton.  to  find  the  superintendent  and 
get  a  special  engine.  1  am  waiting  for  it  now.  Tacked  up-my 
trunks,  &c.,  and  made  all  my  arrangements ;  wrote  to  Prit chard, 
to  Morley.  Here  1  wait.  Wrote  to  Davis,  to  my  Catherine.  The 
engine  could  not  he  procured  ;  I  advanced  money  to  Michell,  and 
left  with  him  directions. 

The  words  which  I  said  to  the  Liverpool  audience  in  taking 
leave  were  as  follows  :— 

"  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — It  lias  been  usual  for  mc  to  attend 
with  pleasure  imil  alaerily  the  complimentary  summons  with  which 
you  have  so  often  honoured  me  ;  hut  now,  I  must  confess,  I  obey 
your  call  with  reluctance  and  regret. 

"I  must  count  back  many  years  for  the.  date  of  my  first  appear- 
ance before  you;  but  time  has  not,  weakened  toy  recollection  of 
the  event,  and  1  treasure  in  my  memory,  with  grateful  prido,  the 
cheering  welcome  with  which  you  greeted  my  moro  youthful 
essays;  and  equally  well  do  I  remember  the  many  subsequent 
occasions,  when  Toy  humble  eii'orts  have  bceri  favoured  with  your 
liberal  appreciation,  and  in  which  my  endeavours  to  realise  the 
conceptions  of  our  great,  dramatic  poets  have  ever  found  a  ready 
response  in  the  intelligence  and  sympathy  of  my  audiences.  What 
moro  have  I  to  say?  The  exercise  of  my  art  I  relinquish  at  a 
somewhat  earlier  period  of  life  than  my  more  distinguished  pre- 
decessors have  done,  and  ]  yield  the  scene  lo  younger,  hot  scarcely 
less  ardent  aspirants  to  your  favour,  not  from  any  immediate 
apprehension  of  enfeebled  powers,  lint:  because  I  would  not 
willingly  risk  the  chance  of  lingering  there  to  read  in  'the  eyes  of 
man'  bent  idly  on  mc  the  melancholy  fact  of  my  decline.  Even  at 
a  considerable  pecuniary  saevitice,  1  would  prefer  submitting  to  you 
a  proof  print  of  my  illustration,  such  as  it  is,  of  Shakespeare's 
characters,  than  offer  you  the  faded  and  indistinct  impression  of 
a  worn-out  plate. 

"  It  has  always  been  a  gratification  to  me  to  appear  before  you, 
it  is  therefore  painful  to  me  to  reflect  on  a  pleasure  T  shall  never 
again  enjoy.  Ladies  and  tienllemen,  I  lake  my  leave  of  you  with 
my  warmest  acknowledgments  of  your  long-coi;tinued   and  liberal 
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patronage,  with  sentiments  of  grate  I  ill  respect,  bidding  you,  in  my 
profession  of  an  actor,  regretfully  and  most:  respectfully,  a,  last 
farewell." 

L.irerpool  Pt  London- — Ikfthias,  Kiirv.-irii'liyh.. — At  six  o'clock  left 
the  railway  station  for  J,<  ndon,  and  came  on  to  Hastings.  Thought 
as  I  passed  Eastbourne  of  the  days  I.  had  passed  there  with  my 
blithe  and  healthful  child  alas,  alas  ■  Arrived  at  Hastings,  came 
to  theso  lodgings,  saw  dearest  Lot  it  in-,  lly  blessed  Nina  wished 
to  see  mo  at  once  ;  I  sat  by  her,  and  talked  cheerfully  with  her, 
caressed  her  dog,  (md  tried  (o  see  nothing  strange.  Let  me  hope 
that  if,  as  I  fear  and  behove,  it,  is  Cod's  will  she  must  pass  away 
from  us,  it  may  be  in  peace  of  mind  and  serenity  of  heart.  God 
bless  my  beloved  child  !  Saw  Dr.  Slackness,  and  learned  from  him 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  hope. 

Felirmnj  21st. — Was  called  up  about  two  o'clock  by  dearest 
Letitia,  in  manifest  fear  that  my  blessed  child  was  dying.  Threw 
on  some  clothes  and  went  down  io  her;  feund  her  in  an  alarming 
state,  Letitia.  and  Mrs.  "Wagstaffc  watching  her  in  evident  belief 
that  the  dear  creature's  hour  was  come  ;  sloed  lens  beside  her  in 
the  same  agonising  apprehension.  "What  thnu^.hls  passed  through 
my  brain;  what  a  horrid  mixture  of  recurrences  of  grave  and 
trifling  things,  that  passed  like  malicious  an  ties  lb  rough  my  brain, 
like  those  various  laces  that  seem  in  savage  fiendishness  to  pass 
before  the  eyes  at  night,  and  will  not  be  shut  outl  The  sweet  scenes 
Of  her  birth  ;  her  infancy,  her  girlhood,  and  spring  of  youth  came 
to  my  heart,  softening  and  soothing  it.  My  prayer  to  God,  to  the- 
all-good,  all-bountiful  Cod,  is  for  peace,  peace  and  tranquillity,  in 
this  world.  In  the  next  I  cannot,  doubt  her  acceptance  and 
her  home  with  the  spirits  of  the  pure  and  good.  But  oh  !  for 
remission  from  pain  to  her  dear  wasted  frame  here,  I  pray,  oh 
God! 

J'ehrnary  '2Ath. — "M.v  beloved  Christina,  my  first-born,  died. 

t  London,   F'hrwiry  -H'A.-  -Funeral  at  Ivensal  C  recti  Cemetery.] 
Mirrh  4th  to  March  J.07/:.— haiL-agemout  at,  Newcastle,  with  one 
night  at  Hull.] 

,Yrii:cast/f.  March  Inih. — Acted  Cardinal  Wohey  and  Lord 
Townley.     Caihd  and  addressed  the  audience: — ■ 

"  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— I  had  supposed  this  evening  would  bo 
the  last  on  which  I  should  ha.vc  the  honour  of  appearing  profes- 
sionally before  you ;  hut  an  application  which  I  could  not  resist 
lias  been  made  to  ine  to  prolong  my  stay  one  more  night.  I  have 
there  tore  yet  once  again  io  ■  i'rot  my  hour  open  your  stage,'  and  after 
that  am  in  very  truth  to  be  '  heard  here  no  more.'  In  the  ordinary 
relation  of  an  actor  to  his  audience  such  an  anticipation  would 
probably,  as  a  common  occurrence,  ho  regarded  with  indillercnce  ; 
hut  there  may  be  cousin-rations  imparting  io  it  a  serious  and  even 
painful  interest.  Such,  1  confess,  press  heavily  on  me  ;  and  when  I 
retrace  the  years  that  have  made  rue  old  in  acquaintance  and  fainir 
liar  here,  and  recount  to  myself  the  many  un.  forgotten  evidence^ 
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of  kindly  feeling  towards  mo,  which  'hrough  these  years  have  been 
without  stint  or  check  so  lavishly  afforded,  I  must  he  cold  mid  in- 
sensible indeed  If  time  could  so  havo  passed  wit  lion  t  leaving  deep 
traces  of  its  events  upon  my  memory  and  my  heart.  From  the 
summer  of  181il,  when,  scarcely  out  of  the  years  of  boyhood,  I  was 
venturing  here  (lie  early  and  ruder  essays  of  my  art,  I  date  the 
commencement  of  that  favourable  regard  which  lias  been  con- 
tinued to  me  through  all  my  many  engagements  without  change 
or  flncf  nation  up  to  the  present  lime.  You  will  not  wonder  then 
if  1  take  advantage  of  this  occasion  to  assure  you— and  it  is  with 
heartfelt  earnestness  I  do  so— that  to  the  fostering  encouragement 
of  my  efforts  at  that  early  period  I  was  indebted  for  a  confiding 
dependence  in  my  resoluiii.ni  and  endeavours  to  improve,  to  which 
I  ascribe  much  of  whatever  success  may  have  attended  my  subse- 
quent professional  career.  That  career  draws  rapidly  to  its  close, 
and  another  night  terminates  it.  hero.  All  that  remains  for  mo  is 
to  oiler  you  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  favour 
you  have  so  long  and  so  liberally  extended  to  me,  which  has  been 
appreciated  by  me  always  as  a  honour  and  a  benefit,  and  in  the 
time  to  come,  'When  to  the  sessions  of  sweet  silent  thought  I 
summon  up  remembrance  of  tilings  past,'  I  shall  recall  with 
pleasure  the  days  of  my  life  spout  here,  where  Accident  gave  me  a 
borne  which  the  kindness  of  many  iriends  made  happy,  and  has  for 
ever  endeared  to  my  memory.  The  enjoyment  of  these  reflections 
will  still  be  mine,  and  with  them,  Ladies  and  fleniiemen,  I  shall 
ever,  ever  think  of  you  with  sentiments  of  sincere  respect,  and 
such  wishes  as  the  strongest  feelings  of  regard  and  gratitudo 
would  offer."' 

March  Wilt.— Othello. 

Edinburgh,  March  IBift.  —  Macbeth.  19 (A. —Hamlet.  20th.— 
Richelieu. 

March  2.1''. — Tn  Mrs.  Rutherfurd's  nofe  she  expresses  a  doubt 
whether  I  shall  not  regret  the  relinquishment  of  an  art  in  which 
I  am  considered  to  excel,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which  I  am  perhaps 
displaying  greater  power  than  ever.  My  fear  of  exhibiting  vaniiy 
restrains  me  from  speaking  more  positively,  but  I  think  not.  I 
certainly  never  feel  pleasure  in  going  to  act ;  would  always  rather 
be  excused  from  it.  How  tin's  may  be  when  ibe  absl  inence  is  made 
compulsory,  I  will  not  be  so  arrogant  as  positively  to  say.  But 
I  think— I  hope— I  pray— that  my  time  devoted  to  the  elevation  of 
my  own  nature,  and  to  the  advancement  of  my  children's  minds  will 
be  agreeably  and  satisly.el  only  passed,  leading  me  onwards  towards 
the  end  appointed  for  me  bv  the-  .lllesseii  and  Merciful  Dispenser  of 
AH.     Amen.     Acted  Othello. 

March  2'lnd. — Werner. 

2M.— Read  The  Time/'.     T  do  not  know  what  to  think  of 

the  proposed  Exhibition  oil  fi.il,  it  seems  to  me  too  vast  to  be  an 
amusinient  for  sight-seers,  and  too  extensive  and  too  various  to 
permit  of  its  being  a  study.     Then  it  must  make  many  idle  persons : 
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to  be  seen  it  must  he  open  some  months.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
cavil,  but  I  fear  it  will  derange  the  course  of  business  very  much 
in  ibis  country.  There  way  lie,  however,  beneficial  results,  which 
cveii  the  projectors  do  not  themselves  foresee.  Let  us  hope  it. 
Acted  Iiiohelicu. 

Murdi  'JW.-.—Wv  voiimrfst.  son  born.* 

2m.  ~  Lear.      2Gth.  —  Shy  lock.      27  tk.— Iago.      28Wi.  — 

Rich  el  i  ell. 

,1/(;m'(  20(/i. — Somewhat  irresolute  at  first,  I  opened  1he  box 
to  which  I  had  been  directed  by  my  blessed  child,  and  found  a 
letter  addressed  to  her  dear  mother  aud  myself,  which  was  her 
will.  The  grief  of  my  heart  has  all  been  broken  up  again  from 
the  depths  under  which  it  lay.  My  thoughts  arc  constantly  with 
her — thinking  on  what  she  has  said,  how  she  has  looked,  and 
what  her  thoughts  and  feelings  have  been.     But  God's  decree  is 

East,  and  let  me  live  in  the  hope  of  (bat  assurance  she  inscribes, 
lessed  child,  upon  Ihe  cover  of  her  will,  "  <:>.  rii-idnmo."  She  was 
to  have  had  the  choice  of  seeing  me  aei  before  I  relinquished  my 
art,  which  was  for  years  an  earnest,  wish  of  her  heart ;  but  latterly 
she  had  begun  to  doubt  whether  she  should  like  to  "  disturb  her 
idea  of  Pearsn  t  himself,  by  associating  him  with  any  assumed 
character."  ITow  many  dim  dreams  of  future  occupations  and 
pleasures  had  flitted  before  us  I  I  long  to  quit  London.  She  is 
so  mixed  up  with  all  my  thoughts  there,  that  the  want  of  her 
presence  is  an  actual  pain  to  me.  In  the  quiet  of  Sherborne,  I 
fancy,  I  can  more  think  of  her  in  her  translated  state,  and  with 
even  pleasing  emotions  arising  fn,ni  hope  ami  meditations.  God 
grant  it ! 

[Farevxll  tit  ]JIr,;!>irrgh,  March  -Mill,  Henry  TV.,  and  Lord 
Townley.] 

Bimiitiihim;  April  Iff. — Iago.  'haJ. — Virginias.  3rd.— Brutus, 
4  (A.— Werner. 

April  Ht/i. — Acted  King  Lear  to  such  a  house  as  never  before 
was  seen  in  Birmingham.  Acted  my  best,  but  the  house,  though 
very  attentive,  was  too  full  to  enjoy  the  play— if  a  play  so  acled 
were  to  be  enjoyed.  Called,  but.  an  apology  was  made  till  I  could 
change  my  dress;  went  forward  after  a  time,  and  spoke  to  the 
audiinee,  who  rose  to  me,  as  follows; 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen— i'or  the  last  time  X  have  appeared 
before  you  this  evening  in  a  theatrical  character.  An  event  like 
this  in  my  professional  life T  could  nut  pass  by  in  silence;  for  it 
was  here  that,  in  the  very  dawn  of  youth,  I  first  ventured  on  an 
essay  in  that  art  which  the  liberal  reception  bestowed  on  me,  and 
the  friendly  predict  wits  at  fending  it,  encouraged  me  to  pursue.  It 
was  here  too  that,  preparing  to  relinquish  finally  the  exercise  of 
that  art,  I  purposed,  and   indeed  had  arranged,  to  deliver  my  last 

*  Jonnthnn  Ftivslf-r,  now  (Is."/-!-)  o:  St.  Hintho'.:, mew's  Hospital,  London. — 
Ed. 

f  Ad  adopted  nimo,  by  wliiels  l!;'.i:n!:tdy's  children  called  him.— Ed. 
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words  upon  a  provincial  stage.  But  what  man  proposes  lie  can- 
not always  answer  for  accomplishing,  and  tnv  intention  in  this 
instance  has  been  so  lav  frustrated  thai  1  have  one  more  engage- 
ment to  discharge  behire  entering  on  the  concluding  series  of  my 
nights  in  London,  Permit  itic  (o  recall  to  you  a  probably  forgotten 
circumstance,  that  I  made  choice  of  the  theatre  here  as  the  scene 
of  that  youthful  experiment  which  was  lo  determine  my  life's 
destiny,  because  "1  anticipated  from  the  many  friends  whom  my 
family's  long  residence  and  acquaint; me-;:-  here  had  interested  for  mo, 
a  most  indulgent  judgment.  I  need  not.  repeat  to  you  that,  in  so 
confident  an  expectation  and  trust,  T  was  not  disappointed.  My 
reason  for  desiring  to  close  my  provincial  performances  here, 
where  they  began,  was  to  mark  by  .-noli  token  of  respect,  trivial 
as  it  is,  my  sense  of  the  kindness  wit.li  which  you  liavo  uniformly 
greeted  me. 

"  Since  the  date  of  my  announcement  as  '  The  first  appearance 
of  a  young  gentleman  upon  any  stage,' nearly  forty  years  have 
elapsed,  and  during  that  long  period  my  professional  visits  have 
been  frequent  enough  lo  satiate,  indeed  to  exhaust,  curiosity, 
but  still  the  Mroops  of  friends '  that  so  partially  crowded  to  me  in 
'my  May  of  life,'  have  not  thinned  their  numbers,  norceased  to 
accompany  me  when  '  fallen  in'o  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf.'  Many 
and  most  extraordinary  have  been  the  external  changes  to  attract 
my  notice  and  admiration  here;  but  no  variation,  no  diminution, 
no  alteration  has  occurred  in  the  constancy  of  that  favour  with 
which  my  less  experienced  attempts  were  so  indulgently  welcomed, 
and  with  which  yon  have  continued  to  honour  my  more  matured 
impersonations. 

"  Few,  alas !  of  the  numerous  friends  who  joined  in  the  first  con- 
gratulatory cheers  of  encouragement  to  me  now  remain,  hut  their 
genial,  generous  spirit  seems  to  breathe  strongly  ft  ill,  and  if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  phrase,  the  old  heart  appears  to  mo  still  the  same, 
unehilled  and  unchanged  by  time. 

"  For  all  these  pleasing  memories  and  substantial  benefits  I  am 
here  to  render  you  my  parting  thanks.  liy  ungrudging  labour  and 
tlie  desire  to  uphold  my  art,  by  seeking  to  cultivate  in  it  the  purest 
taste,  and  by  persevering  in  my  study  of  character,  so  as  to  endea- 
vour to  present  in  every  Individual  representation  a  consistent 
whole,  and  to  make  each  successive  performance  an  improvement 
on  the  last,  1  have  siriven  to  appear  not  altogether  unworthy  of 
the  liberal  patronage  with  which  tlnoughout  my  public  life  you 
have  so  especially  befriended  me.  Hut  neither  through  such  acts 
of  duty,  nor  by  any  words  I  may  employ,  can  1  hope  to  convey  to 
you  with  perfect  fidelity  how  deeply  1  am  penetrated  by  the  recol- 
lection of  your  unvarying  kindness. 

'■  In  taking  leave  of  you  it  almost  seems  as  iff  were  parting 
with  friends  whose  ready  help  and  encouragement  had  been 
constantly  at  hand  through  the  vicissitudes  of  my  life's  journey. 
Let  me  then  assure  you  that  my  attachment  to  my  boyhood's 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


1850.  Preparations  for  taking  Sherborne  Souse.  639 

place  of  residence  vrfl!  never  cease,  and  that  in  the  familiar  but 
significant  word  of  parting:  I  embody  every  earnest  arid  heart- 
felt wish  for  the  still  im-rea-h::*  prosperity  or' (his  great  commu- 
nity as,  in  my  professional  cupae-dy.  J.  bid  yon,  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men, with  sentiments  of  the  deepest  gratitude  and  respect,  a  last 
farewell." 

[April  9th  to  ,J/.W  lo//(.— -Engagement  at  Clasgow.] 

h/in-hoi-nc,  Ilnji  Thai.—  Lett  Dorchester  for  Sherborne ;  passed 
through  Cerne  Abbas,  where  all  was  in  movement  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  meeting  of  a  benefit,  club,  same  also  at  a  small  village 
nearer  to  Sherborne.  My  points  were  rather  low,  thinking  of  the 
society  I  was  leaving,  Ihe  varied,  brilliant,  and  powerful  minds  I 
should  perhaps  never  meet,  again  after  parting  Ironi  them;  the 
narrow  limits  within  which  I  must,  in  prudence,  endeavour  to 
keep  my  expenditure  ;  ai.d  the  ordinary  character  presented  to  me 
by  the  country  through  which  1  passed,  besides,  I  am  not  now 
what  I  was ;  when  I  sought  and  longed  for  the  country  before, 
"  ,1'tln.h  j'une  it  !-■!*[«  ;iiv,"  or  rather,  I.  was  young  and  enthusiastic 
— but  let  us  hope  and  trust.     Reached  Sherborne. 

Called  on  Ffooks,  signed  my  lease.  Cod  giant  that  it  may  be 
for  the  good  and  happiness  of  my  beloved  wile  and  children,  and 
that  our  lives  may  be  fruitful  of  good  and  sweet  in  peace  here! 
Called  on  Down,  went  to  house,  went  over  and  about  it.  Made 
memoranda.  Ffooks  came  in,  I  agreed  to  stay  and  dine  with  him 
according  to  the  inv  is  alien  he  had  hotiae.  given  me. 

Lrmdim,  June  10th.— Went  to  Justice  Coleridge's  as  on  the 
committee  for  Words  worth's  memorial.  .Met  L'oxall,  Justice 
Coleridge,  his  son,  Speeding,  Jiisliup  of  Si.  David's,  Archdeacon 
Hare,  liicliniond.  Sir  li.  Tirodie,  If.  Westaiaeolt,  Ac.  Hope,  the 
chair.  Discussed  the  question;  I  was  named  for  the  executive 
committee. 

June  f9(7(.— In  the  evening  Curtis  called,  and  still  later  we 
were  surprised  by  the  eai  ranee  of  Cat'lyle  and  Mrs.  C.  I  was 
delighted  to  see  them.  Carlyle  inveighed  against  railroads, 
Sunday  restrictions,  almost  everything,  Ireland  -he  was  quito  in 
one  of  his  exceptious  moods.  T  love  however  to  hear  his  voice. 
Mrs.  C.  left  one  of  his  '  Latter  Thty  I'un-jihh.-.it'  with  a  corrected 
sheet,  from  which  lie  had  evpnnged  an  euioaislie  mention  of  mc, 
thinking  "I  might  not  like  it,"  lie  little  knows  what  value  I 
set  upon  a  word  of  praise  from  him.  Mrs.  Carlyle  wanted  Cathe- 
rine's aid  about  a  dress  for  a,  great  ball  at  Lord  Aftlibur ton's, 
To  which  Carlyle  wished  to  go. 

June  'lord.— Wrote  out  a  prayer  for  the  day,  marked  in  our 
little  family  history  as  the  last  Sunday  we  shall  ever  spend 
together  under  this  roof,*  our  ten  year.*'  home,  endeared  to  our 
recollections  by  many  joys,  many  sorrows,  ami  many  interesting 
events. 

Head  prayers  to  the  family.  Went  to  church  with  Katie  and 
the  little  ones. 

*  5  Clarence  Torino,  Hei-nit's  Piirk,  LonUon.-F.D. 
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June  2oth.— Dined  wilh  Kenyon.  Met  Present.*,  Sir  C.  Fellowes, 
Pabbage,  Pani/zi,  Orabue  Koliiirsou,  Forster,  Thackeray;  in  the 
evening  Dr.  Soutliey  and  Boxall. 

July  1st. — Left,  home  and  fame  liy  railway  to  Dorchester;  on 
the  way  read  Tin--  Time.',  and  »;is  most  deeply  concerned  and 
grieved  to  read  of  (he  sad  neeident  that  hotel  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
a  man  I  honour  must  highly,  ami,  though  I  do  not  know  bim,  hold 
in  the  highest  regard  and  respect. 

[July  2nd  to  Ampu.1  '2ml. — A  month  spent  at  Lyme  Regis  wilh 
family,  and  occasional  visits  to  Sherborne  and  London.] 

London,  to  Knebworth,  Amjini  'int.—  "Went  to  station.  "Waiting 
in  the  room  for  train,  read  extracts  from  Wordsworth's  Prelude 

in  Literary  Gazette  ;  was  much  hit eivsied  in  and  pleased  with  them. 
Procter  arrived.  Met  Mrs.  Garwood,  all  swing  to  Knebworth, 
went  in  railway  carriage  alone  to  .Hertford;  irotn  thence  with 
Procters  in  I'uUvcv's  carriage  to  Knebworth,  passing  through  a 
very  rich  country,  by  several  parks — Panshanger  and  others. 
Reached  Knebworth,  a  very  beautiful  park,  not  quite  so  happily 
undulating  as  Sherborne  Park,  but  the  house  and  ground  im- 
mediately around  it  a  most  finished  specimen  of  a  baronial  seat. 
The  order,  the  latest  Gothic;  the  architecture,  internally,  in 
perfect  harmony,  iluuigli  Nonmliines  of  (ihTfTont  periods,  with  the 
outer  ornaments  of  the  building.  Bulwer  Lytton  gave  me  a  very 
cordial  reception,  and  after  some  delay  with  our  luggage,  brought 
on  by  a  fly,  wo  went  to  the  drawing-mom,  or  rather  to  the  upper 
drawing- room,  from  thence  to  the  great  hall,  where  a  very  elegant 
dinner  was  served.  The  day  was  very  cheerful.  D'Eyncourt 
junk.-  and  Porster,  with  some  of  the  neighbourhood,  wore  added 
to  our  party.  "We  were  late  in  going  In  bed.  liulwer  taking  his 
long  cherry-stick  pipe  and  Forster  his  cigar. 

Kncbtcnrili,  Au-.uU  4th. — Bulwer  sent  a  message  to  mo  as  I  was 
dressing  to  inquire  if  I  would  like  a  walk  with  him,  which  I  was 
very  happy  to  do.  We  went  through  the  park  and  along  tiie 
road  that  skirts,  discoursing  on  religion,  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  youth,  marriage,  and  much  inter. sling  matter.  When  we 
came  back  we  changed  to  persons,  D'Orsay,  Lord  Hertford,  of 
whom  he  related  anecdotes,  showm;;1  him  possessed  of  more  talent 
than  I  had  supposed. 

Read  in  Greek  Testament  fifth  chapter  of  John.  Bulwer  came 
to  my  room,  and  took  me  over  the  house,  showing  me  the  rooms, 
the  pictures  in  them,  anil  the  various  points  of  interest.  Walked 
with  me  again  through  gardens  to  the  house  and  the  park  and 
home.  Dined  at  the  luncheon.  Looked  ovor  some  strange  books, 
and  an  account  of  the  Knebworth  Ghost.  Took  leave  of  Bulwer 
Lytton  after  another  quarter  of  an  hour's  conversation  with  him. 
I  like  him  more  and  more.  I  wish  his  health  gave  him  more 
enjoyment.    His  place  is  beautiful. 

Went  in  the  carriage  to  Welwyn,  in  fly  to  Hertford:  thence  very 
■lowly  and  uncomfortably  by  rail  to  London. 
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August  5th.— Lett  for  "Waterloo  Station.  Railroad  to  Dorchester. 
Posted  to  Sherborne. 

Ju'/^it  ML-  -l'art  of  family  arrived  from  Lyme  at.  Sherborne. 

[August  lith  to  ldth. — Engagement  at  Cork.] 

Sherborne,  SeplemU-r  ■]/■■'■.— First  night  in  Sherborne  House. 

London,  Siptnnh-.r  \{)th. — Went  to  Clarence  Terrace,  a  most 
melancholy  sight,  and  one  to  me  most  painful :  scene  of  so  many 
joys,  of  such  deep  suffering'.  How  could  T  look  upon  it,  and  for 
the  last  time,  without  deep  emotion?  Had  to  go  through  Hie 
irksome  business  of  inspecting  the  whole  interior,  listening  to  the 
inquisitorial  remarks  of  the  surveyor,  find  giving  Mr.  Taylor  his 
directions  for  repairs.  •  1  was  greatly  relieved  when  it  was  over. 

Dunitie.  >:c:pl<'.Tfi}>i;r~l~-dk. — "Wrote  to  dear  De  Fresno,  congratulating 
him  on  his  prospective  marriage.  Head  the  satire  of  Horace, 
dialogue  between  Ulysses  und'l'.iivsias.  l.'iad  two  acts  of 'Macbeth,' 
for  reading,  too  weary  and  drowsy  to  continue.  He  Frcsne  has 
quoted  from  La.  Fontaine  the  following  verse  in  his  letter  to  me : 

"  Mais  la  fareiiv  de  Dien  tods  donne  la  rtompensa 
Da  rapos,  du  loisir,  da  l'ombre  et  du  sileDce, 
Un  l  run  qui  lis  aoinmsil  d»s  doui  entretiens  ; 
Et  jamais  a  la  cour  ou  lie  trouve  ces  biens." 
FrpUnv":-?  HW— Acted  Richelieu. 

.Perth,  Sipt.-mb.-r  nth.-  Walked  to  theatre,  along  tho  river  bank, 
on  the  Inch,  thinking  of  the  days  when,  thirty  years'  since,  I 
admired  these  scenes  and  fell  in  love  with  my  dear  Catherine. 
Rested.  Drunken  property-man  came  to  ask  for  me!  Went  to 
theatre;  heard  that  "tho  company"  had  been  drinking,  but  luckily 
only  noticed  it  as  observable  in  one  person.  Acted  Cardinal 
Richelieu  not  very  well,  against  the  irrain,  with  Lad  actors,  and  to 
a  house  not  crowded  as  one  might  have  expected.  Letter  from 
dearest  Catherine. 

Dundee,  September  lBtlt. — Hamlet. 
Ah'  rri.-i  n,  September  V)th. — Read  Macbeth. 
September  20lh. — Read  Hamlet. 

Greenock,  September  23rd. — Tago.    2ith.~ Yirginitls. 
j'li.idnj,  H*pteniler  I'bti). — IagO. 
Glasgow,  Sept'jmUr  L'Gi,:. — Kioliclieu.     21  tit. — Lago. 
September  SOtli. — Acted  Virginius.     Called,  and  tried  to  say  the 
few  words  I  had  prepared.     I  could  not. — so  improvised  something 
which  led  mc  into  the  current  of  tlio  short  speech  intended.     It  is 
most  extraordinary  that  T  cannot  find  words  or  thoughts  at  the 
moment  they  are  needed.    The   audience  seemed   satisfied  with 
what  T  said.     Clasguw  is  ended-  good  Glasgow) 

I'uishy,  0(tii!ii:r2:ti{.—  -We  reached  Burns's  birth  place — the  cottage, 
bed,  &c.  There  had  God  given  breath  io  dial  sensitive  frame  and 
lighted  up  that  divine  genius.  The  other  room  was  covered  over 
with  names,  seeking  immorlality  with  pencil  and  penknife.  After- 
wards to  AHoway  Kirk,  now  desecrated   and  liivh.led  into  bury  ing- 


H«ted  by  Google 


642  Man-eddy's  Diaries.  1850. 

places.  Acted  Cardinal  biehelieu.  The-  house  qu'le  disappointed 
mc  livid  depressed  me.  It  was  barely  good.  This  is  my  last 
country  performance. 

London,  October  2S(7i.— Acted  Macbeth.*  How?  I  was  dis- 
appointed by  the  sight  of  the  house,  which  was  not  full.  I  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  feeling  of  the  applause  ;  it  seemed  to  mo  the 
effort  of  a  minority  :  still  I  resolved  to  do  my  very  best,  and  I 
"  went  in  to  win.  "■ — if  I  could.  1  thought  the  audience  cold ;  yet 
on  I  strove,  undeterred  by  the  apathy  with  which  they  accompanied 
my  still  sustained  endeavours.  Mrs.  Warner  told  mo  she  thought 
I  was  playing  in  my  best  manner,  hut  the  audience  did  not  satisfy 
mo  on  tho  point  until  the  banquet  soeue,  when  they  burst  into 
unanimous  and  ]oni;'-eeii  finned  applause.  The  play  ended  triumph. 
autty,  but  it  was  at  the  cost  of  very  great  labour  to  me.  Culled, 
and  very  warmly  received. 

October  ?A)th—  Acted  Hamlet,  I  think  for  the  most  part  in  a  very 
superior  manner ;  the  house  was  not  like  those  "I  have  lately  had 
in  London,  and  yet  there  appears  to  me,  arguing  from  the  past, 
every  reason  why  there  should  be  creat  houses,  lint  perhaps  reason 
has  little  to  do  with  "the  crowd's"  movements.  I  never  was  acting 
better  than  I  have  done  these,  two  last  nights,  and  in  two  or  three 
more  repetitions  of  these  characters  the  public  can  never  see  tho 
same  artist  in  them  again.  It  seems  a  reason  for  attraction.  Called. 
Forster  came  into  my  room.  How  different  my  sensation  of 
weariness  now  from  those  earlier  days,  when  I  felt  ready  to  go 
through  the  whole  performance  again! 

October  31sL— Acted  Shyioek,  1  scarcely  know  how,  being  unwell. 
I  was  not  quite  s.elf-;>osse-se-.i,  but,  1  made  the  best  effort  I  could. 
Called. 

November  2nd.— Acted  King  Lear  in  my  best  manner;  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  played  it  altogether  butter.  I  was  careful  and 
self-possessed,  and  not  wanting  in  power  ;  1  felt  I  he  mighty  cha- 
racter. The  audience  tceaied  impressed  with  it.  Called.  Forster 
came  round.  Manby  and  "Webster  came  into  my  room.  My 
whole  frame  feels  the  work  I  have  been  undergoing.  Thank  God 
one  week  has  passed  so  well ! 

November  Ath.—  Acted  ( 'anliuai  Ifieheiiea.  The  audience  called 
for  mo  at  the  end  of  fourth   act — of  course  I  would   not    go. 

Called.  Bulweranii  .Forster  oami!  into  my  room  ;  Imlwer  delighted. 

November  7th.— Werner.     Wli.— Olhcllo.     11  f A.— Lear. 

London,  Ltx.tjby,  November  VZtii.— Busy  with  needful  affairs  of 
packing  for  my  .journey. 

On  the  wzy  thought  over  the  few  words  with  which  I  would 
prcfaco  my  reading  to  the  boys,  and  thought  on  the  scenes  I 
purposed  reading.  Found  a  iiy  wailing  for  mc  at  the  station, 
Rugby,  as  ordered  by  Mary  llucknill.  and,  with  various  feelings 
made  up  of  memory  and  present  speculation.-;,  passed  through  the 

*  This  was  the  first  night  of  the  series  of  farewell  performances  at  the 
Hay  market  Theatre.— Ed. 
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old  town  with  its  altered  face,  and  reached  Mr.  TiueknuTs.  Mary 
liackuill  received  me  with  deep  joy,  1  may  say.  I  arranged  my 
dress,  and  called  on  lie.  (joulbuni  ;  lie  gave  me  a  very  gentleman- 
like and  very  cordial  reception,  and  was  xwy  earnest  in  his  wish 
that  I  should  he  his  guesl  now  ur  hereafter.  I  then  returned  and 
looked  over  the  leaves  of  my  hook,  &c,  waiting  I'm'  Dr.  Goulburn, 
who  volunteered  to  call  and  accompany  me  lo  the  school  with 
Lushiugton.  They  came.  Lushington,  a  very  gentium  unlike  hoy, 
tendered  me  the  cheque  of.£50.  which  T  asked  him  to  keep  till  after 
the  evening.  Dr.  G.  pioneered  my  way  through  the  dense  crowd 
from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the  school,  the  hoys  applauding,  but 
decorously.  The  schoolroom  was  throogoihard  I  was  very  fearful 
of  my  audience,  among  whom,  ihe  hoys,  1  thought  I  felt  un- 
steadiness and  disposition  to  inattention,  But  as  the  reading  of 
the  play,  'Hamlet.,' proceeded,  they  became  mute  and  enrapt  in  its 
interest,  1  addressed  a  few  words  to  them,  intimating  that  the 
project  of  this  means  of  contribution  to  the  Shakespeare  House 
fund  was  the  suggestion  of  their  own  prjepostors,  and  thanking 
Dr.  Goulburn  for  affording  me  the  opportunity  of  helping  them  to 
realise  it.  The  reading  was  to  begin  at  ball-past-  two.  hut  it  must 
have  been  within  a  quarter  to  three  o "cluck  before  I  opened  my 
book,  and  T  was  uneasy  lest,  the  daylight  should  fail  me,  as  it 
began  to  obscure  during  Ihe  later  scenes.  T  took  much  pains  to 
keep  up  the  excitement,  and  by  the  abbreviation  I  think  I  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  alive  the  interest  of  the  audience.  The  boys, 
who  knew  T  had  oblained  a  half-holiday  for  them,  applauded,  of 
course,  most  lustily  at  the  conclusion.  Dr.  Goulburn  addressed  Ihe 
assembly,  particularly  the  hoys,  expressing  their  obligation  to  me 
for  thus  visiting  t  hem,  and  for  giving  such  illustrations  to  the  poet. 
He  expressed  himself  a.  a  in  very  earnestly,  desirous  that  I  should 
visit  him,  and  we  parted  very  pleasantly. 

The  express  train  brought  me  hack  to  London,  which  I  hart 
left  about  twelve  hours  before  ;  and  all  this  space  traversed,  and  all 
this  done  wilhin  that  compass  of  time,  still  and  still  to  me  it  is 
wonderful.  Thus  cads  my  projected  public  visit  lo  the  scene  of  my 
boyhood.  Many  have  been  the  thoughts,  passing  through  my  mind; 
the  changes  in  others— in  myself— what  I  might  have  been — what 
I  am — what  my  children  may  he !  0  God,  in  Thee  is  my  hope  and 
my  trnst !    Blessed  be  Thy  name ! 

London,  November  15!!:. — Richelieu. 

November  14th. — Acted  Virginias.  T  thought,  to  myself  it  was 
the  last  time  before,  as  they  term  it  in  play-bill  trickery,  the  final 
performance,  and  1  thought  I"  would  try  to  show  the  audience  the 
full  power  of  the  character.  1  kept  my  mind  on  the  part,  and  acted 
it,  certainly  never  better;  the  audience  was  extraordinarily  excited. 
Called  at  the  end  of  the  third  act;  of  course  I  did  not  respond. 
Was  greatly  received  at  the  final  call.  Fox  and  Forster  camo 
round  in  great  excitement,  Fox  almost  overcome.  Manhy  came 
into  my  room;  I  said  I  must  have  some  assistance,  Willmott,  and 
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more,  if '  King  Richard  II.'  was  done.  He  said  lie  would  speak  to 
Webster.  I  spoke  after  to  Mr.  1'.  Webster,  corn  plaining  grievously, 
and  stating  the  necessity  of  help. 

In  the  second  act  ray  thoughts  so  fixed  upon  my  Mossed  Nina 
that  my  emotion  nearly  overpowered  me.  B]es3  her  and  my 
beloved  Joan  ! 

Navtmhtr  IWfi.— TagO. 

VSth. — Acted  Brutus,  in  my  own  opinion,  in  my  own 

judgment,  far  beyond  any  performance  I  ever  gave  of  the  cha- 
racter; it  was  my  last  to  many,  and  I  wished  it  to  be  impressive. 
I  do  not  think  the  audience,  in  the  aggrogato,  were  equal  to  the 
performance ;  they  applauded  warmly  the  salient  passages,  but 
they  did  not  seem  to  watch  the  gentle,  loving,  self-subdued  mind 
of  Brutus  which  I  tried  to  make  manifest  before  them.  The  gentle 
touches  were  done  with  great  care,  and,  I  think,  with  skill — the 
remonstrances  with  Cassius  in  third  act  about  Cajsar's  funeral,  and 
in  the  fourth,  the  quarrel. 

November  19th. — Head  in  the  green-room  the  play  of  'King 
Richard  II.'  I  did  not  attempt  more  than  to  convey  to  the 
other  actors  the  idea  of  their  characters.  Settled  the  alteration  of 
nights  with  Webster,  and  settled  his  scene  plot  of  Ei chard  with  him, 

Marked  the  sides  of  a  hook  of '  King  liichard  II.'  Went  over 
words  of  the  two  first  acts  of  same. 

•Ycurmk'i- 20«.--Otliello. 

21st.  —  Acted    Macbeth    most    nobly,    never   better. 

Called.  Forster  canjo  into  my  room.  I  was  quite  hysterical 
from  weakness  arid  fatigue,  lie  showed  me  some  charming  lines 
on  my  reading  at  Rugby.  At  his  request  sent  a  brief  notice  of 
the  occurrence. 

November  23<*<?.  —  Acted  Cassius,  tried  to  carry  through  the 
burning  spirit  of  the  impatient  republican.  Called.  As  I  passed 
the  stage-box  the  gentleman  near  it  uttered  loud  in  my  ear,  "  God 
bless  you ! "    That  was  worth  the  audience. 

November  2itL— Went  to  Mortlake  through  a  most  fearful  storm, 
that  made  me  feel  for  the  coachman.  Arrived  there,  received  a 
very  cordial  welcome  from  Henry  Taylor.  In  the  course  of  the 
afternoon  a  neighbour  of  theirs,  Mrs.  Cameron,  an  East  Indian, 
and  a  most  unreserved  enthusiast,  camo  in,  and  Spring  Eico  and 
his  wife  made  our  party.  I  enjoyed  the  evening.  Henry  Taylor 
read  a  very  sweet  poem  to  '  Virginia,'  whicli  I  read  afterwards  to 
myself.  Head  Katie's  lines  to  Mrs.  H.  Taylor,  who  seemed  much 
interested  in  my  Katie.     Coming  homo  through  a  very  fine  night. 

November  "oil*. — Werner. 

21th. — Acted  Hamlet  in  my  very,  very  best  manner; 

it  is  the  last  time  but  one  I  shall  ever  appear  in  this  wonderful 
character.  I  felt  it,  and  that  to  many,  to  most,  it.  would  be  the 
last  time  they  would  ever  see  me  in  it.  I  acted  with  that  feeling ; 
I  never  acted  better.  I  felt  my  allegiance  to  Shakespeare,  the 
glorious,  the  divine.    Was  called  and  welcomed  with  enthusiasm. 
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November  '2Blh. — Eichelieu.    BOtk. — Lear, 

Jiece.mhcr  2nd. — "Richard  II. 

ill/. — My  first  thought  was  the  wish  of  many  happy 

returns  of  this  day  to  my  dear,  dear  sister  and  friend,  God  bless 
her  I  And  in  my  prayers  my  unworthy  Jips  muttered  entreaties 
for  her  continuance  (it  is  our  instinct  so  to  do)  in  happiness  on 
eartli.     God  bless  her  !     Acted  Wolsey. 

Besrmh'.r  51.1.— Am  now  sunk  into  the  habit  of  iate  rising,  half- 
past  eight,  which  leaves  me  no  time  for  anything  before  a  ten 
o'clock  rehearsal.  The  excitement  of  my  system  I  have  not  time 
to  lull,  and  thus  day  alter  day  alternates  between  languor  and 
feverish  endeavour.  What  a  mode  of  blindly,  and,  as  it  were, 
furiously,  fretting  and  strap-p-lins:  (hrime-h  life!     For  so  it  is. 

"Wilkins  called.  I  wished  to  give  him  this  one  parting  order  to 
please  him,  poor  fellow.  He  spoke  lo  mc  of  having  seen  all  my 
first  nights  of  characters,  except  two  ;  talked  of  George  .Barker,  of 
his  great  wealth,  which  made  me  reflect,  I  was  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  very  excellent  income  for  a  bachelor,  I  think  £1000  a  year, 
when  he  could  scarcely  have  had  more  than  £150,  if  so  much.  He 
is  said  to  be  now  worth  £10,000  per  annum,  and  I  not  more  than 
£1,200.  I  am  not  at  all  dissatisfied,  discontented,  or  repining  at 
this  disposition  of  things.  I  only  pray  that  my  income  may  be 
maintained.  I  am  grateful  for  it.  As  I  reflect,  look  hack  on  my 
past  life,  the  thought  of  being  rich,  the  ambition  to  be  so,  never 
once  entered  into  my  mind.  I  was  most  anxious  to  be  inde- 
pendent ;  and,  after  having  purchased  my  brother's  company, 
thought  of  retiring  (1829),  on  what  I  then,  without  children, 
regarded  as  independence,  £400  per  annum.  God  sent  us  children 
(His  blessing  be  on  them !)  and  all  my  plans  were  altered.  Still  I 
could  not  think  of  wealth  for  them,  as  they  came  last  and  dear, 
but  diminished  my  own  means  to  secure  them  by  insurances  the 
means  of  education  and  subsistence  in  case  of  my  death.  Thus  I 
am  what  the  world  would  call  a  poor  man.  I  trust  in  reality  a 
contented  and  grateful  one. 

December  1th. — Macbeth.     Sth.—Jiiag  John. 

10(A.— Dined  at  the  Afbenicuin  with  Cattermole.     Saw 

Fonblanque,  Stokes,  and  Professor  Sedgwick,  who  came  up  to  be 
introduced  to  me. 

Deccnher  ll(7i.— Acted  King  Ifemy  TV.  and  Mr.  Oakley,  taking 
much  pains  wiih  them — they  both  seemed  to  have  a  strong  effect 
upon  the  audience.  Called,  and  led  on  Mrs.  Warner.  Forster 
came  into  my  room  epiite  elatod  with  the  effect  of  the  coined)-. 

December  12th,— Virgin  ius. 

]3t/i.— I  went  to  Kensal  Green ;  my  thoughts  were  all 

upon  the  past ;  my  mind  filled  with  the  pictures  of  my  two  sweet 
blessed  children  as  they  looked  In  life  and  in  death  to  me.  Blessed, 
blessed  beings !  The  future  too  bad  its  share  in  the  current  of 
my  thoughts,  the  past  has  taught  me  to  fear ;  and  therefore  I 
have  little  of  cheerfulness  or  confidence  in  anticipating  what  may 
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be  to  come.  A  funeral  was  going  to  the  chapel  as  I  went  up  the 
walk,  and  I  had  !r>  linger  about  reading  the  senseless  epitaphs  of 
esquires  (!)  and  Major-Generals,  i-e.,  and  Mr.'n,  in  impatience  at 
the  vanity  which  stems  to  survive  the  creature.  A  boy  was  the 
ehief  mourner  at  the  funeral— a  son,  I  presume,  following  in  tlie 
course  of  things  his  pa.iciit  to  the  grave.  Alas,  how  bitter  is  the 
grief  when  that  natnrel  order  is  inverted !  When  they  were  gone 
the  attendant  went  with  me  to  the  vault,  and  knowing  what  I 
camo  to  look  on,  went  before  me  to  the  spot  There  they  lay- 
all  that  is  earthly  ui'  my  sweet  innocent,  children— side  hy  side,  the 
coffins  of  my  beloved  Nina,  of  my  darling  Joan.  My  heart  is  sad 
to  despondency  as  1  think  upon  their  destinies,  the  bright  rich  bud 
struck  off  its  stem  in  all  its  health  and  beauty,  and  the  more 
ripened  flower  in  all  its  healthful  promise  blighted  and  drooping 
rapidly  into  the  earth.  My  confidence  in  the  future  is  overcast 
with  fear.  I  can  but  pray  to  God  for  good  to  all  my  dear  ones  in 
this  world,  and  a  blessed  reunion  In  an  after-life.  May  my  bones 
be  laid  with  those  I  have  been  to  visit  this  day  in  our  quiet  home 
of  Sherborne,  and  may  my  faults  and  vices  he  so  tar  forgiven  that 
our  spirits  may  hare  communion  and  participated  bliss  in  another 
state  of  being!  Amen. 

Dwimber  lath. — T'uvster  came  in  to  call  for  me — went  together 
to  dine  at  Dickens's.  The  fox's  and  1'axton  were  there.  Fox  is 
always  the  same,  intelligent  and  philosophic.  1'axton  was  new 
to  me,  a  seli'-educated  man — from  a  mere  gardener.  I  was 
delighted  with  him;  his  account  of  his  nurture  of  the  Victoria 
Lily,  a  water-plant  (river),  was  one  of  the  most  interesting 
narratives  I  ever  listened  to:  an  explanation  of  one  of  Nature's 
miracles  that  move  and  more  lifted  up  one's  heart  to  God  and  made 
one-  ask,  "And  are,  not  Thy  laws  miracles  enough ?  "Who  would 
ask  for  their  suspension  to  satisfy  themselves  of  Thy  will?"  Passed 
a  very  pleasant  evening. 

Dea-mh'i-  16th.— King  John.   - 

11th. — "Went  out  in  carriage,  and  called  io  leave  a  note 

and  card  at  Lord  J<.,\<.n  Hatch's :  called  on  the  Slieils— saw  them. 
Sheil  *  showed  me   the  Waterloo  medal  by  l'istrucei,  a  splendid 

B'ece  of  work.  He  gave  mo  the  direction  of  the  parcel  in  the 
uke's  own  hand  with  the  false  spelling  of ';  Imrilt-iU."  They  set 
out  for  Florence  on  Saturday,  Pressed,  and  Talfourd  called  for 
me,  and  we  went  to  Judge  Vaughan  Williams'  to  dine.  Met 
Bourne,  who  had  called  hero  in  t  be  morning,  Lord  de  Iios,  Judge 
Park,  and  some  pleasing  men.  From  thence" went  to  Mr.  Liddclls, 
and  with  his  party  to  the  Westminster  Flay  ;  it  was  the  '  Andria,' 
well  acted  in  some  parts ;  Davits,  Pampliilo.  Oliremcs,  good.  Pro- 
logue, complimentary  to  the  defunct  Adelaide  and  some  worthies 
*  The  Right  II™«ur:il)le  Richard  J.alor  Siidl  wna  at  this  time  Mnster  of 
the  Mint  in  lord  J. dm  llu-sdl'.,  lalmir.i.i!  ration.  A  vu-Mi'  uf  ilic  great  Waterloo 
jncdid  had  probablv  been  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Vualin-lim.  and  returned  by 
him  to  ilai  M^ter  uf  :;.(!  .Mint.     Thu  medal  wns  never  issued— Ed. 
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of  worth.  Epilogue,  a  fair  I;su;rti  at  the  IYaee  Convention.  Saw 
there  Milman,  Lord  Lansdowne,  and  some  to  whom  I  was  intro- 
duced; went  to  the  Liddells'  afterwards — introduced  to  Mrs.  L., 
very  beautiful  and  pleasing.  From  thence  with  the  Judge  to 
Talfourd's;  saw  Lady  T.  as  usual,  Procters,  Pollocks,  Dickens, 
Kenyon,  I'ladgate,  Maclisc,  Pieliersgill,  ltulitirts,  0.  Landsecr, 
Ciiittys,  Forstev,  Mrs.  H.  Twiss.    Lett  soon. 

December  13th.— Henry  IT.,  Oakley.  ISrt.— Itiehelieu.  21st.— 
Wolscy. 

Demnk-r  22r,i!.—  Shell  called  and  sat  some  time.  Shall  I  ever 
see  him  again  ?  I  fear  never.  I  have  ever  retained  a  most 
affectionate  regard  h;r  him,  and  great  oilioiralion  of  his  brilliant 
powers.  Though  separated  by  the  character  of  our  respective 
pursuits,  ho  lias  over  been  a  faithful  friend.     God  bless  him  ! 

December  'j;.W. — Henry  IV.,  Oakley. 

- — 'i-Uii  to  'l\Hh. — [\Speut  Christmas  with  family  at  Sher- 
borne.] 

],<sndo-;i,  Fiee.r.mlcr  Z()l.h. — Lear, 

Demnhr  31s'.— Acted  Heni-y  IT.  and  Oakley.  The  year  is 
closed.  Asl  look  back  upon  it,  it.  appears  to  nio  a  bewildering. 
rugged  view,  where  many  objects  are  confusedly  seen,  but  as  yet 
ray  mind  is  not  equal  to  contemplate  and  regard  them  in  this 
regular  succession.  My  first  bom,  my  beloved  Nina,  faded  from 
before  me  ;  and  my  sweet  Jonathan  was  granted  to  my  heart. 
0  God,  let  my  soul  be  grateful,  in  submission  to  Thy  decrees,  and 
in  the  full  belief  of  Thy  divine  goodness!     Amen. 


[Sentence  prefixed:] 

The  business  of  life  is  to 

Mill-  ir.ii./ 1. .vn.!  inclines  it. 


London,  January  1st. — Acted    Cardinal    Richelieu.     2nd. — King 

Jt.tnna.ry  ?,rd.— Acted  Virginius,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
powerful  performances  of  the  character  I  have  evei'  given.  I  did 
indeed  ■'  gore  my  own  thoughts  "  to  do  it,  for  my  own  Katie  was 
in  my  mind,  as  in  one  part  the  tears  streamed  down  my  cheeks  ; 
and  in  another  she  who  is  among  the  blest,  beloved  ono!  Such 
is  a  plavcr's  mind  and  heart!     Called. 

J,mw.t-n/  (H!<.— Macbeth.  V th .—St ranger.  Wt.— Wolscy.  Wi. 
— "Richelieu.     10^.— Henry  IV.,  Oakley. 

Jamwry  11th.-  -Lined  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pollock*  and  dear 
Jliss  Hemes,  whom  I  like  so  much.     Met  Kenneth  Macaulay, 

*  Now  Sir  Frederick  ami  Lady  Pollock:  at  No.  21,  Torrington  Square.  The 
print  of  Mncieaira  w.\s  I  tint  eugniYe.i  i'r.>m  'L'Li':i-ljui-.i'i  rrjiiiiat  ;ire.  ami  ijuljlisiie-f 
tyHolloiyay  in  1«*4— Ed. 
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the  handsome  boy,  now  a  fine,  lusty,  middle-aged  man.  A 
pleasing,  cheerful  day.  Saw  my  print  in  the  drawing-room,  a 
welcome  in  itself! 

January  VMh.— Lear.     litL— Werner.     15th.— Sbylock. 

— — — —  16fA.— Acted  Virgin  ins,  lor  the  last  lime,  as  I  have 
scarcely  ever— no,  never — anted  it  before;  with  discrimination, 
energy,  and  pathos  exceeding  any  former  effort.  The  audience 
were  greatly  excited.     Called. 

Wrote  to  Forsser,  inclosing  him  "  the  part"  of  Virginlus  arid 
the  parchment  I  have  always  used  in  the  second  act,  in  the 
performance  of  the  character.  I  was  deeply  impressed  by  the 
reflection  that  in  this  character— which  has  seemed  one  of  those 
exclusively  my  own,  which  has  been  unvaryingly  powerful  in  its 
effects  upon  my  audience  eiuce  the  first  night,  in  1820,  when  1 
carried  them  by  storm,  when  Bicliard  Jones  came  round  from  the 
front  of  the  theatre,  (.Went  (larden,  into  our  dressing-room  and, 
laying  his  hand  en  my  :di  milder,  excfiimed,  "  Well,  my  dear  boy, 
you  have  done  it  nowl"— that  I  should  never  appear  in  this 
again — and  now  I  have  done  it,  and  done  with  it  1  I  was  much 
affected  during  the  evening,  very  much,  something  with  a  partial 
feeling  of  sorrow  at  parting  with  an  old  friend,  for  such  this 
character  has  been  to  me,  and,  alas  !  no  trace  of  it  remains.  The 
thought,  the  practice,  the  deep  emotion  eonjored  up,  tho  pictures 
grouped  so  repeatedly  throughout  the  work,  live  now  only  in 
memory.  Alas!  lor  the  player  who  really  ha*  made  his  calling 
an  art,  as  I  can  stand  up  before  till  men  and  say  I  have  done! 

January  loth. — Dined  with  Justice  Coleridge,  to  meet  the 
Wordsworth  ^Memorial  Sub- Committee.  Before  dinner,  whilst 
looking  at  some  Christmas  books,  1  asked,  "  Have  you  seen 
Buskin's  Christmas  Book?  It  is  charming."  "Indeed."  "Oh!" 
I  went  on,  "it  is  a  most  delightful  book."  Mr.  J.  Coleridge 
observed,  "Do  not  you  know  him?  This  is  Mr.  Buskin."  And 
I  was  introduced.  I  like  the  family  very  much,  and  passed  a 
pleasant,  cheerful  day.  Hubert  son  was  there.  Boxalland  Manby 
called  in  at  lodgings. 
January  20lh.— Cassius.    21st— Henry  IV.,  Oakley. 

22nd. — Acted  Iago  with  a  vigour   and   discrimination 

that  I  have  never  surpassed,  if  ever  equalled.  I  do  not  think  I 
ever  acted  it  so  powerfully. 

That  last  performance  of  Iago  was,  in  my  mind,  a  commentary 
on  the  text,  an  elucidation  and  opening  out  of  the  profound 
conception  of  that  great  creative  mind,  that  almost  divine  intel- 
ligence, Shakespeare,  which  has  not  hcen  given  before  in  the 
inward  feeling  of  the  part :  the  selfishness,  sensuality,  and  delight 
in  the  exercise  of  his  own  intellectual  power  I  have  never  seen  in 
Cooke  or  Young,  nor  read  of  in  Henderson,  as  being  so  developed. 
I  don't  believe  from  what  I  saw  of  them  that  they  penetrated 
beyond  the  surface  of  tho  part,  which  they  displayed  cleverly 
enough,  and  effectively.    But  what  is  tire  difference  to  an  audience  I 
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To  how  many  among  them  does  the  deep  reflection,  the  toil  of 
thought,  carried  out  into  the  most  animated  and  energetic  per- 
sonation, speak  its  own  necessary  course  of  labour?  By  how 
many  among  them  is  the  "poor''  player,  who  devotes  himself 
to  his  art,  appreciated?  Where  aio  the  intelligences  capable  of 
iimlcrstandiiijc  his  author  or  himself? 

London,  January  23rd.— Eencdick. 

January  2-ilh. — Acted  Brutus  afl  I  never — no,  never— acted  it 
before,  in  regard  to  dignified  lumiiiaritv  of  dialogue,  or  enthu- 
siastic inspiration  of  lofty  purpose.  The  tenderness,  the  reluc- 
tance to  deeds  of  violence,  the  instinctive  abbei-rcnce  of  tyranny, 
the  open  simplicity  of  heart  ami  imlural  grandeur  of  soul, 'i  never 
so  perfectly,  so  consciously  portrayed  before.  I  think  the  audi- 
ence felt  it. 

Jaiiwiry  '2ft  th. — Found  at  lodgings  a  note,  from  Mitchell  offering 
me  the  St.  James's  Theatre  free  for  my  benefit.  I  wrote  to  him 
to  thank  him  very  waiinly  for  it. 

January  '2.1  th. — Acted  Othello.  It  was  very  curious  how  ex- 
tremely nervous  I  was  of  acting  before  my  children  ;  many  tears 
I  shed  in  thinking  of  them,  and  of  the  dear  one  who  would  have 
been  their  companion.  I  was  most  anxious  to  act  my  very  best. 
I  tried  to  do  so,  but  am  not  sore  that  I  succeeded.  The  audience 
were  cold,  and,  as  Mr.  Howe  observed,  "slow." 

1  fought  up,  and  I  think  1  acted  well ;  but  I  cannot  think  the 
play  gave  satisfaction,     Called. 

January  '2b  tk. — Wolsey. 

2Mh. — Acted  Hamlet ;  certainly  in  a  manner  equal  to 

any  former  performance  of  tlio  part  1  have  ever  given,  if  not,  on 
the  whole,  exceeding  in  power,  consistency,  gir.ee,  and  general 
truth  all  I  have  ever  achieved.  T  was  possess  d  with  the  feeling 
of  the  character.  The  character  has  been  a  sort  of  love  with  me. 
The  press  has  been  slow  to  acknowledge  my  realisation  of  the 
man,  of  the  mind,  of  the  nature  of  this  beautiful  conception, 
because  they  have  not  understood  it.  Bowes,  a  critic  far  beyond 
the  many  who  write  here,  observed  to  me,  '-Yours  is  the  only 
int.cllijvibh:  Hamlet  lever  saw,"  and  this  Forster,  Charles  Knight, 
and  White  enthusiastically  admitted  to-night.  I  was  gratified  by 
their  excitement,  I  have  in  Hamlet  worked  against  prejudice 
and  against  stubborn  j^mji-anee,  and  it  has  been  a  labour  of  lovo 
with  me. 

Beautiful  Handel,  farewell,  farewell!  There  was  no  alloy  to 
our  last  parting.     Called,  and  niosUcrvenlh-  received. 

January  30th. — Richelieu.     31s(. — Macbeth. 

February  3rd.— Acted  K-ing  Lear  eertajuly  in  a  superior  style 
to  what  I  ever  did  before.  Tower,  passion,  discrimination,  ten- 
derness, constantly  kept  in  mind.  Called  at  the  fall  of  curtain 
and  went  forward,  lingering  to  see  if  the  audience-  expected  me  to 
speak ;  it  aeemed  as  if  they  did  not,  and  I  left  the  stage.  They 
called  again,  and  after  some  time  I  had  to  appear  again.    After 
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waiting  some  time  the  noise  subsided,  and  I  said,  "Ladies  and 
Gentlemen, — The  period  of  my  theatrical  engagements  is  reached 
this  evening,  but,  as  my  advertisements  have  signified,  there  is  yet 
one  occasion  more  on  which  I  have  to  appear  before  yon,  and  to 
that,  the  last  performance  in  which  I  shall  ever  hope  to  strive  for 
your  approbation,  I  reserve  the  expression  of  the  few  words  of 
acknowledgment  and  regret  that  I  may  desire  and  endeavour  to 
oiler  you,  my  true,  patient,  and  long  approved  friends."  This  was 
kindly  received.  White,  Talfourd,  IJickens,  Forster,  Willmott, 
Manby,  Webster  came  up  to  my  room.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
letters  were  waiting  me,  and  almost  all  on  the  subject  of  places  for 
my  benefit. 

My  theatrical  engagement  is  concluded.  My  professional  life 
may  be  said  to  be  ended.  I  have  only  to  act  one  night  more  for 
my  own  benefit,  in  regard  to  which  I  am  bound  to  no  man  ;  I  have 
acquitted  myself  of  my  dues  —1  ain  free !  Nearly  fifty-eight  years 
of  my  life  are  numbered  :  that,  life  was  begun  in  a  very  mediocre 
position — mere  respectability ;  my  father  maintained  a  good 
character  as  on  honest  and  a  liberal  man  ;  my  mother  was  a  woman 
of  good  family,  of  superior  intellect,  excellent  heart,  and  of  high 
character,  but  at  ten  years  of  age  T  lose  her  connsol  and  example. 
My  heart's  thanks  are  constantly  offered  to  God  Almighty  for  the 
share  of  gootl  lie  lias  permitted  to  be  allotted  to  me  in  this  life. 
I  have  attained  the  loftiest  position  in  the  art  to  which  my 
destiny  directed  me,  have  gained  the  respect  of  the  honoured  and 
respected,  and  the  friendship  of  the  highly-gifted,  amiable,  and 
distinguished.  My  education,  my  habits,  my  turn  of  mind  did 
n  -a  mi  ■„*,;■  -'  !■■  )■».<  ili--  tb"i-:lit  of  ai.t.i«»iii:  »#  Jiii.  <*  I  mi^ht 
have  been  rich  ;  1  have  what  I  trust  will  prove  competence,  and 
most  grateful  am  I  for  its  possession.  My  homo  is  one  of  comfort 
and  of  love,  and  I  look  towards  it  with  cheerfulness  and  delightful 
security  of  heart,  and  most  gratefully  and  earnestly  do  I  bless  the 
name  and  thank  the  bounty  of  Almighty  God,  Who  lias  vouchsafed 
such  an  indulgence  to  me,  undeserving  as  I  have  been,  and  sinner 
as  I  am.    Blessed  be  His  name  !    Amen. 

Ftbmtrij  IK^Hea3"a  long  review  of  my  professional  character 
in  The  Times,  kind  and  complimentary,  whilst  taking  the  analytic 
process  to  prove  its  own  truth. 

February  6th.- — Worked  at  my  parting  address  to  my  audience. 
I  Jcar  I  cannot  make  it  the  direct,  simple,  sensible  composition 
that  I  desire  so  much. 

Forster  called.  He  told  me  of  the  offer  of  Mr.  Phelps,  thinking 
my  night  was  postponed  for  want  of  a  company,  to  close  his 
theatre  and  place  Ids  couipuuy  at  my  disposal.  It  does  him  great 
honour. 

February  Vith. — Webster  came  and  offered  £5  for  every  dress; 
there  were  twenty-five,  but  I  withdrew  the  armour.  The  de- 
duction of  this  would  of  course  reduce  tho  sum  total,  and  there- 
fore I  said,  if  you  give  mo  the  round  sum  of  £100  I  shall  be 
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satisfied.  To  that  he  instantly  agreed  and,  I  think,  has  a  very 
excellent  bargain  ;  hut  ho  met  mo  in  a  very  gentlemanlike  tone.  I 
am  glad  to  *e  rid  of  the  clothes,  &c,  and  glad  to  have  the  £100 
in  my  pocket. 

Dined  with  Mrs,  Dickens.     "Walked  home ;  note  from  Kenyon. 

Tried  to  think  on  the  subject  of  iny  dinner  speech.  It  seems 
that  the  tickets  are  in  active  request  already,  and  that  the  room 
will  not  contain  the  applicants. 

February  12th. — Avery  grateful  note  from  Phelps  acknowledging 
myllicliclicn's  order. 

[February  nth.— Head  Hamlet  at  Cambridge.] 

[ 18*ft.— Read  Hamlet  at  Oxford.] 

[ 21s*.— Head  Hamlet  at  Eton.] 

24t!i.— Went  to  Kensal  Green;  looked  on  the  coffins 

that  inclose  Hie  remains  of  my  two  blessed  children.    Bless  them ! 

Fvh-uary  25**.— Read  over  Macbeth  for  the  last  time  as  a  player. 
Looked  over  the  speeches  I  must  try  and  deliver. 

February  26th.— My  first  thought  as  I  awoke  was  that  this  day 
was  to  be  the  close  of  my  professional  life.  I  meditated  on  it,  and 
not  one  feeling  of  regret  intermingled  with  the  placid  satisfaction 
accompanying  my  performance  of  every  act,  needfully  preparative 
to  the  coming  event,  as  I  said  to  myself,  "  I  shall  never  have  to  do 
this  again."  My  audience  I  think  of  with  affectionate  respect; 
they  have  shown  actual  attachment  to  me,  and,  "  loving  my  fellow 
men,"  I  part  from  them  with  regret,  and  think  of  them  with 
gratitude.  Note  from  Dickens,  inclosing  one  from  Mias  Coutts, 
wishing  a  box  or  five  stalls.  Arranged  affairs  for  the  business  of 
the  day,  a  formidable  one,  before  me.  Before  I  rose  I  went  over, 
according  to  my  wont,  what  I  had  to  say  this  evening,  and  thought 
over  the  subject-matter  of  my  dinner  address. 

Went  to  the  theatre.  Dressed  in  the  room  which  I  had  fitted 
up  for  myself  when  manager  and  lessee  of  the  theatre,  and  as  I 
heard  the  shoots  and  cries  of  the  assembled  crowds  at  the  doors, 
thought,  with  thankfulness  to  God,  on  the  time  when  I  listened  to 
those  sounds  with  a  nervous  and  fretful  feeling,  my  fortune  and  my 
children's  weal  depending  on  the  result  of  my  undertaking.  Acted 
Macbeth  as  1  never,  never  before  acted  it ;  with  a  reality,  a  vigour, 
a  truth,  a  dignity  that  I  never  before  threw  into  my  delineation  of 
this  favourite  character.  I  felt  everything,  everything  1  did,  and 
of  course  the  audience  felt  with  me.  I  rose  with  the  play,  and  the 
last  scene  was  a  real  climax.  I  did  not  sec  who  assisted  me  to  my 
room.  I  believe  it  was  Mr.  Simpson  of  Birmingham.  I  dressed  as 
rapidly  as  I  could,  and,  thinking  of  what  I  had  to  do,  gave  notice 
of  "  being  ready,"  that  dear  old  Willmott  might,  according  to  his 
wish,  clear  the  entrance  for  me.  I  thought  over  what  I  had  to  say, 
and  went  forward.  To  attempt  any  description  of  the  state  of 
the  house,  of  the  wild  enthusiasm  of  applause,  every  little  portion 
of  the  vast  assembly  in  motion,  the  prolongation,  the  deafening 
cheers,  would  be  useless.    After  waiting  for  a  time  that  I  have 
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never  in  my  experience  seen  approached,  I  advanced.  On  my  first 
entrance,  before  1  began  Macbeth,  whilst  standing  to  receive  the 
enthusiastic  greetings  of  my  friends  tlie  audience,  the  thought 
occurred  to  me  of  the  presence  of  my  children,  and  that  for  a 
minute  overcame  me;  but  I  soon  recovered  myself  into  self- 
possession,  and  assumed  .Maehot.h  reiarning  freoi  his  triumph.  On 
the  occasion  of  my  address  I  was  deeply  touched  by  the  fervent, 
the  unbounded  expression  of  attachment  from  all  before  me, 
but  preserved  my  self-possession.  I  addressed  them  in  these 
words :  * 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— My  last  theatrical  part  is  played, 
and,  in  accordance  with  long-established  usage,  I  appear  once 
mure  before  yon. 

"Even  if  I  were  without  precedent  for  flic  discharge  of  this  act 
of  duty,  it  is  one  which  my  own  feelings  would  irresistibly  urge 
upon  me ;  for  as  I  look  back  upon  my  long  professional  career,  I 
see  in  it  but  one  conl  inuous  record  of  indulgence  and  support  ex- 
tended to  me,  cheering  me  in  my  onward  progress,  and  upholding 

"I  have  therefore  been  desirous  of  offering  you,  in  my  own 
character,  my  parting  acknowledgments  for  i  he  lid  partial  kindness 
with  which  my  humble  efforts  have  uniformly  been  received,  and 
for  a  life  made  happier  by  your  favours. 

"  The  distance  of  more  I  ban  live  and  thirty  vears  lias  not  dimmed 
my  recollection  of  the  encouragement  which  gave  fresh  impulse 
to  the  inexperienced  essays  of  my  youth,  and  stimulated  me  to 
perseverance,  when  struggling  hardly  tor  equality  of  position 
against  the  genius  and  talent  of  tliosl:  trusts  "hose  superior  excel- 
lence I  ungrudgingly  admitted,  admired,  and  honoured. 

"  That  encouragement  helped  to  place  me,  in  respect  of  privi- 
leges and  emolument,  on  a  footing  with  my  distinguished  com- 
petitors. 

"  With  the  growth  of  time  your  favour  seemed  to  grow,  and, 
undisturbed  in  my  hold  on  your  opinion,  from  year-  to  year  I 
found  friends  more  thickly  clustering  round  me. 

"  All  I  can  advance  to  testify  how  justly  I  have  appreciated  the 
patronage  thus  liberally  awarded  mo  is  the  devotion,  throughout 
tin  'so  years,  of  my  best  energies  to  your  service. 

"  My  ambition  to  establish  a  theatre,  in  regard  to  decorum  and 
taste,  worthy  of  our  country,  and  to  have  in  it  the  plays  of  our 
divine  Shakespeare  litly  ilhistralod,  »as  frustrated  by  those  whose 
duty  it  was,  in  virtue  of  the  trust  committed  to  I  hem,  themselves 
to  have  undertaken  the  task.  But  some  good  seed  has  yet  been 
sown ;  and  in  the  zeal  and  creditable  productions  of  certain  of  our 
present  managers  we  have  assurance  that  the  corrupt  editions  and 
unworthy  presentations  of  past  days  will  never  be  restored,  but 
that  the  purity  of  our  great  poet's  text  will  from  henceforward  bo 
held  on  our  English  stage  in  the  reverence  it  ever  shall  command. 

"  I  have  little  more  to  say. 
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"By  some  the  relation  of  an  actor  lo  his  audience  is  cons ii.lt red 
as  slight  and  transient.    I  do  not  feel  it  so. 

"The  repeated  loan'I'eMatiou,  under  eireumshmccs  personally 
affecting  me,  of  your  favonrab'.c  sentiments  towards  mo  will  live 
with  life  among  my  most  grateful  memories ;  and  because  I  would 
not  willingly  abate  one  jut  in  your  esteem,  i  retire  with  the  belief 
of  yet  unfailing  |mwcr*  rather  1  linn  linger  on  the  scene  to  set  in 
contrast  the  feeble  style  of  age  with  Ihe  more  vigorous  exertions 
of  my  better  years. 

"  Words — at  least  such  as  I  can  command — are  ineffectual  to 
convey  my  thanks;  you  will  believe  that  I  feel  far  more  than  I 
give  utiorance  to. 

"With  sentiments  of  the  deepest  gratitude  I  take  my  leave, 
bidding  you,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  in  my  past  professional 
capacity,  with  regret,  a  last  farewell." 

This  address  was  frequently  mien-noted  by  expressions  of 
salisiVu'tion  and  sympathy,  and  neeasionaliy  with  the  warmest 
applause;  the  picture  of  the  theatre  as  I  bowed  repeatedly  in 
returning  my  thanks  to  i  hem  was,  in  my  experience,  unprecedented. 
No  actor  has  ever  received  such  testimony  of  respect  and  regard 
inthiR  country.  My  dear  countryman  Willmott,  good  old  fellow, 
came  into  my  room,  Dickens,  Jerdan,  Mr.  Hogarth,  applying  for 
the  address  ;  Bulwer  Lytton,  White,  Forstcr,  Jenold,  Shirk  Lemon. 
Oxenford,  for  the  address  ;  Lever  and  Norton  from  Manchester, 
whom  I  was  delighted  to  see,  and  whom  I  welcomed  most  cordially 
when  I  recognised  them.  Manby,  &c,  came  in,  all  delighted  with 
the  evening,  and  pleasoii,  as  i.bey  expressed  themselves,  with  the 
address.  I  gave  one  copy  of  it  to  Oxenford,  and  another  to  Hogarth, 
on  the  condition  he  sent  slips  to  the  other  papers. 

Mrs.  Iteed,  Mrs.  Lacy,  Mrs.  Warner,  Mrs.  Gill,  and  Mr.  Cooper 
came  in;  the  persons  present,  were  amused  at  my  kissing  each 
of  the  ladies.  I  sent  tor  Mr.  W.  West,  at  his  request  promised 
him  my  autograph,  ami  gave  him  my  order  of  the  Lath,  worn  in 
Lord  Townley.  When  they  had  gone,  except:  Forster,  I  sent  for 
Katie,  Willie,  my  sisters,  and  Hctta,  who  eaoie  in  to  see  me,  of 
course  cxciied  find  poiieirated  by  what,  they  had  witnessed.  T 
gave  Hetta  my  Riband  of  the  Lath  for  Marianne.  There  was  a 
crowd  waiting  lo  see  me  get  into  my  cab,  and  they  cheered  me, 
kind  hearts,  as  J  drove  off. 

Fdviuirj/  ''lili. — Lose  rather  hi.fe,  bur.  with  a  feeling  of  freedom 
and  singular  lightness,  surprised  that  I  had  nothing  exactly  com- 
pulsory to  do. 

Applied  myself  to  speech,  with  which  I  cannot,  satisfy  myself ; 
but  unfortunately  I  am  alv  ays  ambitious  of  doing  anything  up  to 
the  highest  mark.    If  it  were  possible,  well,  but • 

MarcliM. — Was  quite  overcome  by  weariness  of  nervo  and 
spirit,  my  strength  seemed  beginning  to  give  way  under  this  nnre- 
spited  excitement.  Thought  quite  composedly  over  what  I  should 
say,  resolved  to  confine  myself  to  my  thanks,  &c.    Dared  not,  with 
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all  the  pains  I  had  taken,  venture  on  the  matter  I  had  prepared. 
Felt  very  nervous  and  uncomfortable.  Dressed,  and  with  dear 
■Willie  went  to  the  London  Tavern;  waited  with  Mark  Lemon, 
whom  wc  found  there,  till  Dickens  came.  Lemon  and  Willie  then 
went  to  the  Hall  of  Commerce,  and  Dickens  and  myself  after  a 
time  followed  them.  Saw  Bulwer  there,  Quin,  Lord  Clanriearde, 
Lord  Warde,  who  asked  to  he  introduced  to  me,  I  eat  between 
Eulwerand  ISunsen.  The  hall  was  splendid  in  its  numbers,  and 
admirable  in  its  arrangement.  The  occurrence  will  be  noticed  in 
the  prints.  1  was  delighted  to  learn,  in  Van  de  Weyers  Bpeech, 
that  George  Sand  had  published  her  book  (the  '  Chateau  des 
Deserts ')  inscribed  to  me. 

The  list  of  stewards   fur  Ma-eready's  farewell  dinner,  most  of 
whom  attended  it,  consisted  of  the  following  names: — 
His  Excellency  M.  Van  de  Weyer, 
Tub  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 
The  Earl  op  Fitzhardinge. 
The  Hon.  Ma,  Justice  Talfoued. 
Loi:n  1J!m->t  iki.-cr:,  M.P. 
Chaki.es  BAnBAGE,  Esq. 
The  Rev.  W.  H.  Brookfield. 
The  Key.  W.  G.  Cookesi.ey. 
John  Payne  Coli.ieb,  Esq. 
Hon.  Keppel  Craven. 
John  T.  Delane,  Esq, 
Chari.es  Dickens,  Esq. 
Sib  Charles  Lock  Eastlake,  P.R.A. 
The  Bight  Hon.  C.  T.  D'Eyncoust,  M.P 
W,  J.  Fox,  Esq.  M.P. 
John  Forster,  Esq. 
Sir  Alexander  Duff  Gordon,  Bart. 
John  ITeywood,  Esq.,  MP. 
Philip  Henry  Howard,  Esq.,  M.P. 
The  Kev.  William  Harness. 
S.  C  Hall,  Esq. 
Douglas  Jerbold,  Esq. 
A.  W.  Kinclakk,  Esq. 
Charles  Knight,  Esq. 
Charles  Kemble,  Esq, 
John  Kknyos,  Esq. 
The  Hon.   Spesceb  Lyttelton. 
Sir  Edwin  Landseer,  E.A. 
Mark  Lemon,  Esq, 

D.  M.  Maclise,  EsQ.yH.A. 

E.  M.  Milnes,  Esq.,  M.P.* 

•  Now  Lord  Honghion. 
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Sir  Roderick  Murchisok. 

The  Right,  Hon.  T.  Babisgtos  Macaulay.* 

W.  Frkderick  Pollock,  Esq.J 

Joseph  Paxton,  Esq. 

Bryan  Waller  PHOcrr<;,  Ksq. 

Samuel  Phelps,  Esq. 

Doctor  Quin. 

David  Roberts,  Esq.,  li.A. 

Samuel  Rogers,  Esq. 

E.   P.    BeT.ME    Ra  11(1,1 I'TE,  ESQ. 
Ci.ain;son"  Stanfield,  E±t).,   R.A. 
Augustus  St.ihoi;i].  Esq.,  M.P. 
Alfred  Tennyson,  Esq. 
W.  M.  Thackeray,  Esq. 
The  Rev.  James  White. 
Lteut.-Gen.  Sir  John  Wilson. 

liKXJAlM*    WKIiKTMt,    Esq. 

Eliot  Wabbobton,  Esq. 
Chaklf.s  Yol.ng,  Esq. 

The  card  of  admission  bore  a  facsimile  of  tho  well-known  sig- 
nature of  Charles  Dickens  (m  its  liirgi'St  sizf).  who  undertook  the 
management  of  the  dinner.  Upwards  of  six  hundred  tickets  were 
issued,  and  the  accommodation  of  the  London  Tavern  proving 
insufficient  for  so  large  a  number  of  guests,  the  actual  scene  of  the 
bnoqnet.  was  transferred  to  the  iK-rgljlwui-iiig  11;iH  of  Commerce. 

The  dinner  ton];  i  iliici.-  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  E.  L.  Bulwer  ; 
but  a  previous  request,  had  been  made  by  him  to  His  Royal 
Highness  flic  Prince  Consort,  that  lie  would  he  pleased  to  take  the 
Chair  on  the  occasion;  a  most  gracn.n..  and  ccji.-iilomto  reply  was 
returned  to  this  application  through  the  usual  official  channel  of 
communication  in  the  Royal  Household,  to  the  effect  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  His  Koyal  Highness  to  take  the  Chair  at  a  dinner 
of  personal  compliment  to  an  individual,  however  eminent  and 
excellent ;  pointing  out  that  His  Royal  Highness  had  never  appeared 
in  public  on  such  occasions,  except  in  the  advocacy  of  institutions 
of  great  and  general  public  importance;  but  lidding  that,  in  tho 
actual  instance,  Hir  E.  L.  Pulwer's  commendations  of  Mr.  Maeready 
were  entirely  appreciated,  as  well  as  tho  efforts  made  by  him  for 
the  purification  and  elevation  of  the  stage. 

Among  those  present  at  tho  dinner  whoso  names  do  not  appear 
in  the  list  of  stewards  were  the  "Mnvquis  of  Clanricarde,  Lord 
-Dufferin,  Lord  William  Graham.  Sir  <';.  Rack,  Mr.  C.  Leslie,  R.A., 
Mr.  S.  Hart,  R.A.,  Mr.  Kenneth  Maeauluy,  Q.C.,  Mr.  A.l''onbliiyi<ni.\ 
Mr.  J.  Cattermole,  Sir  Tl.  Rvan.  Senenni-  Adam.-,  Mr,  R.  SrTTmToul, 
Mr.  C.  J.  Herries.  Mr.  P.  Cunningham,  Mr.  J.  H.  Parry,*  Mr.  G. 
Bentinck,  Mr.  J.  Wallack,  Mr.  F.  Stone,  Mr.  II.  Colbuni,  Dr.  Mackay, 

*  Afterwards  Lord  Macau!  ay.  f  Now  Sir  Frederick  PoihMsET 

J  Now  Serjeant  Parry. 
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Mr.  Tom  Taylor,  Mr.  John  Laeoh,  Mr.  T.  Chitty,  Mr.  W.  Bosall,* 

Mr.  Willmott,  Mr.  JSradburv.  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Frith, 
A.E.A.,  Mr.  Egg,  A.R.A.,  Mr.  Ward,  A.R.A.,  Mr.  Oxenford,  Mr. 
Raymond,  Mr,  IT.  P.  Smith,  Mr.  Zoueh  Trotiehton,  Mr.  Colnaghi, 
]>!■.  Winslow,  Mr.  Lowne,  Mr,  Gruueiseu,  Mr.  Dud  ley  Costcllo, 
The  following  account  of  (ho  speeches  appeared  in  The  Times,  and 
proceeding  as  they  did  from  so  many  distinguished  persons,  and 
embodying  as  they  do  so  much  valuable  criticism  upon  and  illustra- 
tion of  Macready's  career,  they  are  given  without  abridgment  :— 

The  Chairman  gave  tUe  healths  o!'  the  <jiie.cn,  I'rince  Albert,  and 
the  lioyal  Family,  which  were  received  wilh  the  usual  demonstra- 
tions oi'loyalty. 

The  Cliaii'man,  in  proposing  the  (oust  of  "  Tlio  .Army  and  Navy," 
observed  that  the  drama  was  under  very  great  obligation  to  the 
army,  three  of  our  great  dramatical  writers  having  been  connected 
with  that  profession,  Ben  Jonson  served  with  the  army  in 
Flanders;  Steele,  the  father  of  our  serious  comedy,  had  been  a 
trooper  in  the  Guards;  and  1'arquhar  owed  many  of  his  happiest 
recollections  to  the  time  when  he  was  a  lieutenant  under  Lord 
Orrery.  (Cheers.)  He  did  not  remember  that  the  navy  had,  in 
former  times,  contributed  its  quoia  to  cur  dramatic  literature,  hut 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  wifs  of  the  present  day,  who  had  given 
to  the  stage  some  of  ibe  most  spiuklbii;  and  enduring  of  "English 
dramas — he  meant  Mr,  Tonirlas  .lerfold — bad  been  connected  with 
the  navy.  (Hear,  hear.)  For  the  rest,  one  thing  was  perfectly 
certain— that  had  it  net  been  for  the  navy,  in  conjunction  with 
the  army,  our  play-loving  neighbours,  the  French,  might  havo 
made  Lndand  itself  the  subject  of  a  very  disagreeable  tragedy. 
(Laughter.) 

The  toast  was  bridly  acknowledged  by  Lioutenant.-Gcneral  Sir 
J.  Wilson  on  behalf  of  the  army,  and  by  Captain  Sir  G-.  liack  for 
the  navy. 

The  Chairman  then  rose,  and  said, — Gentlemen,  when  I  glance 
through  Ibis  vast  hall,  and  feel  how  weal;  and  indistinct  is  ray 
voice,  I  feel  that  T  must  frankly  throw  myself  on  your  indulgence, 
and  entreat  your  most,  patient  and  courteous  attention  whilo  I 
approach  that  subject  which  unites  to-day  an  assembly  so  remark- 
able for  the  numbers  and  (list  motion  of  those  who  compose  it.  We 
arc  met  to  do  honour  to  an  eminent,  man  who  retires  into  private 
life  after  those  services  to  the  public  which  arc  always  most  felt. at 
the  moment  we  are  about  to  lose  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  There  are 
many  among  you  far  better  qualified  than  J  am  to  speak  critically 
of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Macready  as  an  actor ;  but  placed  as  I  am  in 
this  chair,  I  feel  that  i.  should  justly  disappoint  you  it'  I  did  not 
seek  to  give  seme  utterance  to  those  sentiments  of  admiration  of 
which  you  have  made  me  the  representative.  Gentlemen,  this 
morning  I  read  in  one  of  the  literary  journais  some  qualifying 
remarks  as  to  the  degree  of  Mr.  Macready's  genius  ;  and  now,  as 
*  Sow  Sir  William  Boxoll,  ll.A. 
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I  recognise  here  many  who  are  devoted  to  literature  and  art,  I 
will  ask  thorn  if  lam  not  right  in  this  doctrine — that  the  trao 
measure  of  thy  senilis  of  an  artist  is  the  degree  of  excellence  to 
which  lie  brings  the  art  that  he  cultivates.  (Hear,  hear.)  Judge 
of  Mr.  Macready  hy  this  tost,  and  limv  great  is  i  hat  -renins  that  will 
delight  us  no  more  ("  Hoar,  hour,"  and  cheers)  ;  for  it  is  because 
it  has  so  achieved  what  I  will  rail  tho  symmetry  of  art  that  its 
height  and  its  breadth  have  been  often  forgotten.  (Hear,  hear.) 
We  know  that  it  is  the  uneven  and  irregular  surface  that  strikes  us 
as  the  largest,  and  the  dimensions  of  a  genius,  like  those  of  n  build- 
ing, are  lost  in  tho  justness  of  its  proper:  ions  (applause);  andthere- 
foro  it  is  that  in  recalling  tin;  surpassing  excellence  of  our  guest  as 
an  artistieal  performer,  one  is  really  at  a  less  io  say  in  what  line  of 
character  he  has  excelled  the.  most.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Titanic 
grandeur  of  Lear,  the  human  debasement  of  Werner,  the  frank  vi- 
vacity of  Henry  Y.,  the  gloomy  and  timorous  guilt  of  King  John,  or 
that— his  last— personation  of  Macbeth,  in  which  it  seemed  to  nie' 
that  he  conveyed  i:  mure  exact  noi  ion  el'  what  Shakespeare  designed 
than  I  can  recollect  to  have  read  in  the  most  profound  of  the 
German  critics ;  for  I  take  ir.  what  Shakespeare  meant  to  repre-' 
sent  in  Macbeth  was  the  kind  of  character  which  is  most  liable  to 
be  influenced  by  a  belief  in  supernatural  agencies — a  man  who  is 
acutely  sensitive  to  all  impressions,  who  has  a  restless  imagination 
more  powerful  than  hie  will,  who  sees  daggers  in  the  air  and 
ghosts  in  the  banquet-hall,  who  has  moral  weakness  and  physical 
courage,  and  who — as  enr  guest  represented  him — alternates  per- 
petually between  terror  and  daring  a  trembler  when  opposed  by 
his  conscience,  and  a  warrior  when  defied  by  his  foe.  (l.oud  cheer- 
ing.) liut  in  this,  and  in  all  that  numberless  crowd  of  characters 
which  is  too  fresh  in  your  memories  for  me  to  enumerate,  we  don't 
so  much  say,  "How  well  Ibis  was  spoken,"  or  "  How  finely  that 
was  acted,"  but  we  feel  within  ourselves  how  true  was  the  persona- 
tion of  tho  whole.  ("  Hear,  hear,"  and  cheers.)  Gentlemen,  there 
is  a  word  that  is  often  applied  to  artists  and  to  authors,  and  I 
think  we  always  apply  it  improperly  when  we  speak  of  a  superior 
intellect—!  mean  the  word  ■  versatile.'  Now  1  think  the  proper 
word  ia '  comprehensive.'  The  man  of  genius  does  not  vary  and 
change,  which  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  versatile,  but  he  has  a 
mind  sufficiently  expanded  u>  comprehend  variety  and  change.  If 
I  can  succeed  in  describing  the  circle,  1  can  draw  as  many  lines  as 
I  please  from  the  centre  straight  to  the  circumference,  but  it  must 
lie  upon  the  condition-  for  that  is  the  mathematical  law— that  all 
these  lines  shall  be  equal  one  to  the  other,  or  it  is  not  a  circle  that 
I  describe.  "S'ow  I  do  not  say  our  guest  is  versatile  ;  I  say  that 
he  is  comprehensive  ('Hear,  hear,"  ami  cheers);  and  the  proof 
that  he  has  mastered  the  most  ■perfect  form  of  the  comprehensive 
faculty  is  this — that  all  the  lines  he  has  coated  within  the  range  of 
his  art  are  equal  the  one  to  the  other,  (l.oud  cheering.)  And  this, 
gentlemen,  explains  tons  thai  originality  which  even  bis  detractors 
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have  conceded  to  him.  Every  great  actor  baa  his  manner,  as 
every  great  writer  has  his  style.  (TToiir,  hear.)  Rut  the  originality 
of  our  guest  does  not  consist  in  his  manner  alone,  but  in  his  singular 
depth  of  thought.  (Cheers.)  He  has  not  only  accomplished  the 
obvious  and  essential  unices  of  the  actor  the  look,  the  gesture, 
the  intonation,  the  stage-play— but  he  has  placed  his  study  far 
deeper.  He  has  sought  to  pcnetrat'i  into  the  subtlest  intentions  of 
the  poet,  and  made  poetry  itself  the  golden  key  to  the  secrets  of 
the  human  heart,  (Cheers.)  He  was  original  because  he  never 
sought  to  he  original,  hut  to  be  truthful ;  because,  in  a  word,  he 
was  as  conscientious  in  his  art  as  ho  is  in  his  actions.  (Loud 
cheering.)  Gentlemen,  there  is  one  merit  of  our  guest  as  an  actor 
upon  which  if  I  were  silent  I  should  be  indeed  ungrateful.  Many 
a  great  performer  may  attain  to  a  high  reputation  if  he  restrains 
his  talents  to  acting  Shakespeare  and  the  great  writers  of  the  past; 
but  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  in  so  doing  he  does  not  advance  one 
inch  the  literature  of  his  time.  It  has  been  the  merit  of  our 
guest  to  recognise  the  truth  that  the  actor  has  it  in  his  power  to 
assist  in  creating  the  writer.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  has  identified 
himself  with  the  living  drama  of  his  period,  and  by  so  doing  he 
has  half  created  it.  (Cheers.)  Who  does  not  recollect  the  rough 
and  manly  vigour  of  Tell,  the  simple  grandeur  of  Virginias,  or  the 
exquisite  sweetness  and  dignity  and  pathos  with  which  he  invested 
the  self-sacrifice  of  Ion?  (Loud  cheering.)  And  who  does  not 
feel  that  hut  for  him  these  great  plays  might  never  have  obtained 
their  hold  upon  the  stage,  or  ranked  among  those  masterpieces 
which  this  age  will  leave  to  posterity  ?  (Renewed  cheers.)  And 
what  charm  and  what  grace,  not  their  own,  he  has  given  to  the 
lesser  works  of  an  inferior  writer  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  (Loud 
and  continued  cheering.)  But,  gentlemen,  all  this,  in  which  he 
has  sought  to  rally  round  him  the  dramatic  writers  of  his  time, 
brings  me  at  once  from  the  merits  of  the  actor  to  those  of  the 
manager. 

T  recall,  gentlemen,  that  brief  but  glorious  time  when  the  drama 
of  England  appeared  suddenly  to  revive  and  to  promise  a  future 
that  should  be  worthy  of  its  past  (hear,  hear) ;  when,  by  a  union 
of  all  kindred  arts,  and  the  exercise  of  a  taste  that  was  at  onco 
gorgeous  and  severe,  we  saw  the  genius  of  Shakespeare  properly 
embodied  upon  our  stage,  though  I  maintain  that  the  ornament 
was  never  superior  to  the  work.  Just  remember  the  manner  in 
which  the  supernatural  agency  of  the  weird  sisters  was  made 
apparent  to  our  eye,  in  which  the  magic  isle  of  Prospero  rose 
before  us  in  its  mysterious  and  haunted  beauty,  and  in  which  the 
knightly  character  of  the  hero  of  Agincourt  received  its  true 
interpretation  from  the  pomp  of  the  it  nihil  iijrc,  ami  you  will  own 
you  could  not  strip  the  scene  of  these  effects  without  stripping 
Shakespeare  himself  of  half  the  richness  and  depth  of  his  con- 
ceptions. (Loud  cheers.)  But  that  was  the  least  merit  of  that 
glorious  management.     Mr.  Macready  not  only  enriched  the  sctno, 
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hut  he  purified  the  audience  (hear,  hour),  and  for  the  first  time 
since  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  a  father  might  have  taken  his 
daughters  to  the  public  theatre  with  as  much  safety  from  all  that 
could  shock  decorum  as  if  he  had  taken  (hem  io  the  house  of  a 
friend.  (Cries  of  "  Hear,  hour,"  and  cheers.)  And  for  this  reason 
the  late  lamented  liisuop  of  Norwich  made  H  a  point  to  form  the 
personal  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Macready,  that  he  might  thank  him, 
as  a  prelate  of  the  Church,  for  the  good  he  had  done  to  society. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Gentlemen,  1  cannot  recall  that  period  without 
a  sharp  pang  of  indignant  regret,  for  if  that  management  had 
lasted  some  ten  or  twelve  years,  I  know  that  we  should  have 
established  a  permanent  school  for  actors,  a  fresh  and  enduring 
lield  for  dramatic  poetry  and  wit,  while  we  should  have  educated 
an  audience  up  to  feel  that  dramatic  performances  in  their  hijj-hesl 
point  of  excellence  had  become  an  intellectual  want,  that  could  no 
more  be  dispensed  with  than  the  newspaper  or  the  review.  (Loud 
cheers.)  And  all  this  to  he  checked  and  put  back  for  an  age  to 
come !  Why  ?  Because  the  public  did  not  appreciate  the  experi- 
ment? Mr.  Macready  has  told  us  that,  the  public  supported  him 
nobly,  and  that  his  houses  overflowed.  Why  then  ?  Because  of 
the  enormous  rent  and  exactions  for  a  theatre  which,  even  in  the 
most  prosperous  seasons,  made  tho  exact  difference  between  profit 
and  loss.  (Hear,  hear.)  Gentlemen,  ir  is  not  now  tho  occasion  to 
speak  of  remedies  for  that  state  of  things.  Remedies  there  are, 
but  they  are  for  legislation  to  effect.  They  involve  considerations 
with  regard  to  those  patents  -which  are  secured  to  certain  houses 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  in  this  metropolis  the  legitimate 
drama,  and  which  I  tear  haves  proved  tins  main  obstacle  to  its 
success.  (Hear,  hear.)  Hut  these  recollections  belong  to  the 
past.  The  actor— the  manager — are  no  more.  Whom  have  we 
with  us  to-day  ?  Something  grander  than  actor  or  manager  ; 
to-day  we  have  with  as  the  man.  (A  loud  and  prolonged  burst-  of 
cheering.)  Gentlemen,  to  speak  of  those  virtues  which  adorn 
a  home,  and  are  only  known  in  secret,  has  always  appeared  to  me 
to  be  out  of  place  upon  public  occasions;  but  there  are  some 
virtues  which  cannot  be  cat  lei  I  private,  which  accompany  a  man 
everywhere,  which  are  the  essential  part  of  his  public  character, 
and  of  these  it  becomes  us  to  speak,  for  it:  is  io  these  that  we  are 
met  to  do  homage.  I  mean  integrity,  devotion  to  pure  ends,  and 
a  high  ambition, manly  independence,  and  honour  that  never  knew 
a  stain.  (Loud  and  general  cheers.)  Why  should  we  disguise 
from  ourselves  that  there  are  great  prejudices  to  the  profession  of 
an  actor?  Who  does  not  know  Ihiii  our  noble:,  guest  has  lived 
down  every  one:  such  prejudice,  not  failing  into  the  old  weakness 
of  the  acter,  and  for  which  Gar  rick  could  not  (-scape  the  sarcasm 
of  Johnson,  of  hunkering  after  the  society  and  patronage  of  the 
great?  (Hear,  hear.)  Tho  great  way  have  sought  in  him  the 
accomplished  gentleman,  but  he  has  never  stooped  his  bold  front 
as  an  Englishman  to  court  any  patronage  meaner  than  the  public. 
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or  to  sue  for  the  smiles  with  which  fashion  humiliates  tbe  genius 
it  condescends  to  llatter.  (Great  cheering.)  And  therefore  it  is 
that  ho  has  so  lit'ioil  up  that  profession  lo  which  he  belongs  into 
its  proper  rank  amid  the  liberal  avis  ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  in 
glancing  over  the  list  of  our  stewards  we  iind  every  element  of  that 
aristocracy  upon  which  lie  lias  never  fawned  unites:  to  render  him 
its  tribute  of  respect.  (Loud  cheers.)  The  Ministers  of  foreign 
nations— men  among  the  noblest  of  the  peers  of  England— veterans 
of  those  professions  of  which  honour  is  the  life-spring — the  chiefs 
of  literature  and  science  and  art — ministers  of  the  Church,  sensible 
of  the  benefits  he  has  bestowed  upon  society  In  banishing  from  the 
stage  what  had  drawn  upon  it  the  censure  of  the  pulpit — all  are 
here,  and  all  unite  to  enforce  the  truth,  the  great  truth,  which  he 
leaves  to  thoso  who  come  after  him— that.  let.  a  man  but  honour 
his  calling,  and  the  calling  will  soon  be  the  honour  of  the  man. 
(Loud  and  prolonged  cheering.)  Gentlemen,  T  cannot  better  sum 
up  all  I  would  say  than  by  the  words  which  the  Roman  orator 
applied  to  the  actor  of  his  iiay  ;  and  I  a 4c  you  if  I  may  not  say  of 
our  guest  as  Cieero  sai:i  of  li'oscius — "  He  is  a  man  who  unites  yet 
more  of  virtues  ilian  of  talents,  yet  more  of  truth  than  of  art,  and 
who,  having  dignified  the  .scene  by  the  various  portraitures  of 
human  life,  dignities  yet  more  Ibis  assembly  by  the  example  of  his 
own."  (Great  applause.)  Gentlemen,  the  toast  1  am  about  to 
propose  to  you  is  connected  with  many  sad  associations,  but  not 
to-day.  Later  and  long  will  be  cherished  whatever  may  be  said 
of  those  mingled  feelings  that,  accompany  this  farewell— later, 
when  night  alter  ni-ht  wo  shall  miss  from  the  play-bill  the  old 
familiar  name,  and  tee!  that  one  source  of  elevated  delight  is  lost 
to  us  for  ever.  (Hear,  hear.)  To-day  let.  us  only  rejoico  that  he 
whom  we  so  prize  and  admire  is  no  worn  out  veteran  retiring  to 
a  rest  he  can  no  longer  enjoy  (cheers) — that  he  leaves  us  in  the 
prime  of  his  powers,  with  many  years  to  come,  in  the  course  of 
nature,  of  that  dignilied  leisure  for  which  every  public  man  must 
have  sighed  in  Ihe  midst  of  his  triumphs ;  and  though  we  cannot 
say  of  iiim  that  his 

"way  of  lift 

Is  fall"D  into  the  sere,  the" yellow  leaf," 
yet  wo  can  say  that  he  has  prematurely  obtained 

"  that  which,  should  accompany  old  nge, 
As  honour,  love,  obedience,  troops  of  friends  ;" 
(cheers;)  and  postponing  lor  this  night  all  selfish  regrets,  not 
thinking  of  tbe  darkness  that  is  to  follow,  but  of  the  brightness  of 
the  sun  that  is  to  set,  T  call  upon  you  to  drink,  wilb  lull  glasses 
and  full  hearts,  "  Health,  happiness,  and  long  life  to  William 
Macready.* 

The  toast  was  drunk  by  tbe  company  upstanding,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  rapturous  cheers,  w  hieb  were  renewed  and  continued  for 
some  moments. 


Hc^d  by  Google 


1851.       Speech's  al  lite  I'ttrtwU   Dinner  to  Nar.icady.  661 

Mr.  Macready,  on  rising,  was  received  with  a  fresh  outburst  of 
cheering  and  tlio  waving  of  handkerchiefs.  He  said — 1  rise  to 
thank  you.  1  should  pay  to  attempt  to  iliiink  you,  for  I  feel  tile 
task  is  far  beyond  my  power.  What  can  1  say  in  reply  to  all  that 
the  kindly  feeling  of  my  friend  has  di dated?  I  bare  not  the 
skill  to  arrange  and  dress  in  attractive  language  the  thoughts 
that  press  upon  me,  and  my  incom  potency  may  perhaps  appear 
like  a  want  of  sensibility  to  your  kindness,  for  we  arc  taught  to 
believe  that  out  of  the  heart's  fulness  the  mouth  speaks.  But  my 
difficulty,  let  me  assure  you,  is  a  contradiction  to  this  moral. 
(Cheers.)  I  have  to  thank  my  friend,  your  distinguished  ('hair- 
man,  for  proposing  my  health  to  you,  and  for  the  eloquence— may 
I  not  add  the  brilliant  fancy  ?  -with  which  he  has  enriched  and 
graced  his  subject.  But  that  we  may  readily  expect  from  him 
who  in  the  wide  and  discursive  range  of  his  genius  touches 
nothing  that,  ho  does  not  adorn.  ("  Hear,"  and  cheers.)  I  have  to 
thank  you  for  the  cordiality  and— if  1  may  without  presumption 
say  so — the  enthusiasm  with  which  1  he  compliment  proposed  has 
been  received,  and  for  the  honour— never  to  be  forgot  ten— that 
yon  have  conferred  on  me  by  making  me  your  guest  to-day.  Never 
before,  have  1  been  so  oppressed  with  a  sense  of  my  deficiency  as 
at  this  moment,  looking  on  this  assemblage  of  sympathising  friends 
crowded  here  to  offer  me  the  spontaneous  testimony  of  their 
regard.  I  observe  among  you  many  who  for  years  have  been  the 
encouraging  companions  of  my  course  ;  and  I  here  arc  present,  too, 
those  who  have  cheered  even  my  earliest  efforts.  To  all  who  have 
united  in  this  crowning  tribute,  so  far  beyond  my  dues  or  expecta- 
tions— to  my  old  friends,  the  friends  of  many  years,  who  welcomed 
me  with  hopeful  greeting  in  the  morning  of  my  professional  life. 
and  to  the  younger  ones  who  now  gather  round  to  shed  more 
brightness  on  my  setting,  1  should  wish  io  pour  forth  the  abun- 
dant expression  of  my  gratitude.  (Loud  cheering. )  Yon  are  not, 
I  think,  aware  of  the  lull  extent,  of  my  obligations  to  you.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  substantial  bene  tils  due  to  a  liberal  appreciation  of 
my  exertions,  my  very  position  in  society  is  determined  by  the 
stamp  which  your  approbation  has  set  upon  my  humble  efforts 
(cheers);  and  let  me  iiuhesiiatiugly  aflirui  lhat,  without  under- 
valuing the  accident  of  birth  or  titular  distinction,  I  would  not 
exchange  tile  grateful  pride  of  your  good  opinion,  which  you  have 
given  me  the  right  to  cherish,  for  any  favour  or  advancement  that 
the  more  privileged  in  station  could  receive.  (Great  cheering.)  I 
really  am  too  much  oppressed,  loo  much  overcome  Io  attempt  to 
detain  you  long;  hut  with  the  reflect  inn,  and  under  the  conviction, 
that  our  drama,  the  noblest  in  the  world,  can  never  lose  its  place 
from  our  Stage  while  the  r.nglish  language  lasts,  I  will  venture 
to  express  one  parting  hope  -that  the  rising  actors  may  keep  the 
loftiest  look,  may  hold  the  most  elevated  views  of  the  duties  of 
their  calling.  ("Hear,  hear,"  and  cheers.)  1  would  hope  that  they 
will  strive  to  elevate  their  art,  and  also  to  raise  themselves  above 
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the  level  of  the  player's  easy  life  to  public  regard  and  distinction 
by  a  faithful  ministry  to  the  genius  of  our  incomparable  Shake- 
speare. (Cheers.)  To  effect  this  creditable  purpose  they  must 
bring  resolute  energy  ;ii;d  unfaltering  labour  to  their  work;  they 
must  be  content  "to  spurn  delights,  ami  live  laborious  days;" 
they  must  remember  that.  whaie'or  is  excellent  in  art  mnst  spring 
from  labour  and  endurance. 

"  Deep  the  oak 
Must  sink  in  stubborn  curiis  its  roots  obscure 
Tiiat  bopus  to  Ht't  its  brandies  to  the  sky." 
(Loud  applause.)  This,  gentlemen,  I  can  assure  you  was  the 
doctrine  ot  our  own  Shldons  and  of  the  great  Talma  (heav),  and 
this  is  the  faith  I  have  ever  held  as  one  of  their  humblest  disciples. 
Of  my  direction  of  (lie  two  patent  theatres,  en  which  my  friend 
has  so  kindly  dilated,  I  wish  to  say  but  little.  The  preamble  of 
their  patents  recites,  as  a  condition  of  their  grant,  that  the  theatres 
shall  bo  instituted  for  the  promotion  of  virtue,  and  to  be  instruct- 
ive to  the  human  race.  I  think  these  are  the  words.  I  can  only 
say  that  it  was  my  ambition,  to  the  hist,  of  my  ability,  to  obey  that 
injunction  ("Hear,  hear,"  and  cheers);  and,  believing  in  the 
principle  that  property  has  its  duties  as  well  as  its  rights,  I 
conceived  that  the  proprietors  should  have  co-operated  with  me. 
(Loud  and  general  cries  of  "  Hear.")  They  thought  otherwise, 
and  I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  relinquish,  on  disadvantageous 
terms,  my  half-achieved  enterprise.  Others  will  take  up  this  un- 
completed work,  and  if  inquiry  were  set  on  foot  for  one  best 
qualified  to  undoriake  the  task,  I  should  seek  him  in  the  theatre 
which,  by  eight  years'  labour,  he  has,  from  the  most  degraded 
condition,  raised  high  in  public  estimation,  not  only  as  regards  the 
intelligence  and  respectability  of  his  audiences,  but  by  the  learned 
and  tasteful  spirit  of  his  productions'.  (Cheers.)  Centlenien,  I 
shall  not  detain  you  longer.  All  that  1  could  desire,  and  far  more 
than  I  ever  could  expect,  you  have  conferred  tipon  mo  in  the 
hononr  you  have  done  me  to-day.  It  will  be  a  memory  that  must 
remain  as  an  actual  possession  to  me  and  mine  which  nothing  in 
life  can  take  from  ns.  The  repetition  of  thanks  adds  little  to 
their  force,  anil  therefore,  deeply  as  T  am  already  obliged  to  you,  I 
must  draw  still  further  on  your  indulgence.  You  have  had  faith 
in  my  zeal  for  your  service;  ynu  will,  I  am  sure,  continue  that 
faith  in  my  gratitnde  for  the  value  yen  have  set  upon  it.  With  a 
heart  more  full  than  tiie  glass  I  hold,  I  return  you  my  most  grate- 
ful thanks,  and  have  the  honour  of  drinking  all  your  healths. 

[Mr.  Maoready,  who  had  displayed  confide ruMe  emotion  during 
some  portions  of  his  address,  then  resumed  his  seat  amid  most 
citlhusiastic  cheering.] 

Mr.  C.  Dickens,  in  proposimv  the. next  toast,  said  it  appear-ed  to 
him  that  there  were  three  inval  requisites  essential  to  the  realisa- 
tion of  ft  scene  so  unusual  and  so  splendid  as  that  which  they  then 
witnessed.    The  first,  and  he  mu3t  say  that  very  difficult,  requisite, 
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was  a  man  possessing  that  strong  hold  on  the  general  remembrance, 
that  indisputable  claim  on  the  general  regard  and  esteem,  which 
was  possessed  by  his  dear  and  much  valued  friend  their  guest. 
(Cheere.)  The  second  requisite  was  the  presence  of  a  body  of 
entertainers— a  great  multitude  of  hosts— as  cheerful  and  good- 
humoured,  under  some  personal  inconveniences  (cries  of  "  No,  no," 
and  a  laugh),  as  warm-hearted,  and  ;is  nobly  in  earnest  as  those 
whom  he  had  the  privilege  then  to  address.  The  third,  and 
certainly  not  the  least  of  thosr;  requisites,  was  a  president  who, 
less  by  his  social  position— which  might  come  by  inheritance,  or 
by  his  fortune,  which  might  be  adventitiously  won  or  accidentally 
lost  (a  laugh) — than  by  Ms  comprehensive  genius,  might  fitly 
represent  at  once  the  best  part  of  that  tS  which  honour  wag  done, 
and  the  best  part  of  those  who  united  in  the  doing  of  it.  (Cheers.) 
Such  a  president  he  thought  they  had  found  in  their  Chairman  of 
to-night  (luud  cheers},  and  it.  was  their  Chairman's  health  that  he 
had  to  propose.  (.Renewed  cheers.)  Many  of  those  who  heard  Lira 
were  no  doubt  present  at  the  memorable  scene  on  Wednesday 
night,  when  that  great  visdnii  whii'li  had  been  a  delight  and  a  lesson 
—very  often,  he  "dared  say,  a  support  and  a  comfort— to  them, 
which  had  for  many  years  improved  and  charmed  them,  and  to 
which  they  had  looked  for  as  an  elevated  relict'  (nun  the  labours  of 
their  lives,  faded  from  their  sight  for  ever.  (Cheers.)  He  would 
not  stop  to  inquire  whether  their  guest  might  or  might  not  Lave 
looked  forward,  through  rather  too  long  a  period  for  them,  to  Borne 
remote  and  distant  time  when  lie  midit.  possibly  bear  some  far-off 
likeness  to  a  certain  Spanish  Archbishop  whom  Gil  13Ias  once  served. 
(Laughter.)  Nor  would  he  stop  to  inquire  whether  it  was  a 
reasonable  disposition  in  the  audience  of  Wednesday  to  seize  upon 
the  words— 

"  And  I  have  bought 

Golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of  people  ; 

Which  would  be  worn  now  in  their  newest  gloss, 

Not  oast  aside  so  soon  "— 

but  he  would  venture  to  intimate  to  those  whom  he  addressed 
how  in  his  own  mind  he  mainly  connected  that  occasion  with  tho 
present.  "When  he  looked  round  on  the  vast  assemblage  of  Wed- 
nesday, and  observed  the  hu^e  pit  hushed  into  stillness  on  the 
rising  of  the  curtain,  and  when  he  saw  the  misty,  surging  gallery 
—where  men  in  their  shirtsleeves  were  at  first  striking  out.  their 
arms  like  strong  swimmers  (laughter) — become  still  water  in  a 
moment,  and  remain  so  through  the  play,  it  suggested  to  him 
something  besides  the  trustworthiness  of  an  English  crowd,  and 
the  delusion  under  which  those  persons  laboured  who  disparaged 
and  maligned  such  an  assembly.  It  suggested  to  him  that  in  meet- 
ing here  to-night  they  undertook  to  represent  something  of  the 
all-pervading  i'eeling  of  that  crowd  through  all  its  intermediate 
degrees,  from  the  full-dressed  lady  villi  sparkling  diamonds  m  the 
proscenium  box  to  the  half- undressed  gentleman  (great  laughter) 
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who  was  biding  his  time  for  faking  some  refreshment  in  the  back 
row  of  ilie  gallery.  (Renewed  laughter.)  He  considered  that  no 
one  whom  they  could  possibly  phiee  in  the  chair  could  so  well  head 
that  comprchen-ivc  y.-prosimtation,  and  could  so  well  give  a  crown- 
ing grace  to  their  festivities  as  one  whoso  comprehensive  genius  hat! 
in  his  various  vvink?  embraced  them  nil  (hear,  hear),  and  who  had 
in  his.  dramatic  genius  enchanted  and  enthralled  them  all  at  once. 
(Cheers.)  It  was  not  for  him  to  recall  on  that  occasion  what  he 
had  seen  and  known  in  the  byegoue  times  of  Mr,  Macready'a 
management,  of  the  steady  friendship  of  Sir  lltdwer  Lytton  for 
their  guest,  of  the  association  of  hi*  pen  with  Hit;  earliest  successes 
of  those  days,  or  of  his  zealous  and  untiring  services;  but  he  might 
be  peimitted  to  say — what  indeed  in  any  public  mention  of  Sir 
Bulwer  Lytton  he  could  never  repress  that  in  the  path  they  both 
trod  he  had  uniformly  1'cuiii  liitu  from  the  first  the  most  generous 
of  men  (cheers),  quick  to  encourage,  slow  to  disparage  (hear, 
hear),  ever  anxious  to  assort  the  order  of  which  he  was  so  bright 
an  ornament,  and  never  condescending  to  shufhV  il  off  and  leave  it 
outside  state-rooms  as  a  .11  ussulioan  might  leave  his  slippers  outside 
a  mosque.  (Laughter.)  There  was  a  popular  prejudice,  a  kind 
of  superstition,  to  the  effect  that  authors  were  not  a  particularly 
united  body  (a  laugh),  and  were  not  devotedly  and  inseparably 
attached  to  otic  another.  (Laughter.)  lie  (Mr.  Dickens)  was  afraid 
he  must  concede  just  a  grain  or  so  of  truth  to  that  superstition; 
but  this  he  knew— [hat  there  hardly  could  be,  or  could  have  Been 
among  the  followers  of  literature,  a  man  higher  above  those  little 
grudges,  and  jealousies  which  sometimes:  disfigured  its  brightness 
for  a  moment,  than  Sir  Edward  Dulwcr  Lytton.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  had  the  very  strongest  reasons  at  this  time  to  bear  his  testi- 
mony to  Sir  Bulwer  Lytton's  groat  consideration  for  evils  which 
were  sometimes  attendant  upon  literature,  though  not  upon  him  ; 
for  in  conjunction  with  some  others  who  wore  present,  lie  (Mr. 
Dickons)  had  just  embarked  with  their  Chairman  in  a  design  for 
smoothing  the  rugged  way  of  young  labourers  both  in  literature 
and  the  fine  arts,  and  for  cheering,  bat  by  no  eleemosynary  means, 
the  declining  years  of  meritorious  age.  (Cheers.)  If  that  project 
prospered,  as  he  believed  it  would,  and  as  he  knew  it  ought  to  do, 
it  would  be  an  honour  to  Kuglaud  where  there  was  now  a  reproach 
upon  her,  and  it  would  have  originated  in  the  sympathy  and 
consideration  of  their  Chairman,  having  been  lirst  brought  into 
practical  operation  by  the  unstinted  gift  of  his  intellect  and  labour, 
and  endowed  from  its  very  cradle  by  his  munilieent  generosity, 
(Cheers.)  There  were  many  among  them  vi  ho  would  no  doubt  have 
each  his  own  favourite  reason  tor  drinking  their  Chairman's  health 
with  acclamation,  resting  his  claim  [a'l'i'alily  upon  some  one  of  his 
diversified  successes.  According  to  (lie  nature  of  their  reading, 
some  of  them  might  the  more  naturally  connect  him  with  prose— 
othew  with  poetry;  one  might  associate  him  with  comedy— 
another  with  the  romantic  passions  of  the  stage,  and  his  assertion 
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of  ■worthy  ambition  and  earnest  struggles  against  those  twin 
gaolers  of  the  lmrann  heart— low  birth  and  iron  fortune.  The 
taste  of  one  might  lead  him  to  contemplate  .Kieiisti  and  the  streets 
of  Rome;  another's,  tho  rebuilt;  and  repeoplod  ruins  of  Pompeii; 
another's,  the  touching  history  of  the  fireside  where  the  Oaxton 
family — so  far  a  picture  to  them  all  learnt  liow  to  discipline  their 
natures  and  to  tame  their  wild  hopes  down.  (Loud  cheers.)  But 
however  various  those  feelings  and  reasons  might  be,  sure  he  was 
with  one  accord  all  would  swell  the  greeting  with  which  they 
would  receive  "  The  health  of  Sir  E.  Bulwer  Lytton." 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  loud  cheering,  and  was  briefly  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Chairman,  who  observed  lliat.  the  compliment 
was  the  more  gratify  iog  to  him  as  it:  proceeded  from  an  assemblage 
cooinri-mg  so  many  of  his  own  fellow-labourers. 

M.  Van  dc  Wejcr,  in  proposing  ''The  Artists,  and  SirJCbarles 
Easl.la.ke,"  said  he  was  grateful  to  the  Chairman  for  having  in- 
trusted this  duty  to  him,  because  lie  considered  that  a  compli- 
ment was  thus  paid  to  the  country  he  represented — a  country 
upon  which  the  cultivation  el' art  had  thrown  an  immortal  lustre, 
and  which  since  (lie  restoration  of  its  independences  had  witnessed, 
with  just  national  pride,  the  glorious  revival  of  its  ancient  school. 
(Cheers.)  He  might  observe  that  the  genius  of  that  great  dra- 
matic artist  to  whom  they  had  assembled  lo  pay  their  tribute  of 
admiration  had  recently  received  a  just  homage  from  the  greatest 
living  French  prose  writer,  George  Sand,  who  had  placed— to  use 
her  own  expression — under  the  protection  of  his  great  name  and 
of  his  friendship  her  own  views  upon  dramatic  art.  It  must  be 
to  them,  as  it  was  to  him,  a  source  of  extreme  gratification  to  see 
in  that  assembly  the  most  eminent  representatives  of  art  in  all 
its  various  branches.  They  knew  how  all  the  arts  were  jinked 
together,  and  when  dramatic  poetry  was  united  with  painting, 
sculpture,  arehiseriure,  and  music,  it  ottered  to  man  the  most  en- 
nobling pleasure  his  mind  could  enjoy.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  might 
be  allowed  to  mako  one  incidental  remark  on  this  subject.  No 
foreigner  could  visit  the  English  theatres  without  being  struck 
with  the  extraordinary  talent,  the  real  gonitis,  the  richness  of 
imagination,  the  picturesqueuess  of  the  colouriog,  and  the  beauty 
of  the  architecture  displayed  by  the  artist  in  scenic  decorations-  - 
the  last  of  which  qualities  lie  must,  say  he  had  oltcn  wished  to  see 
transferred  from  the  stage  lo  tho  streets  of  that  metropolis 
(laughter  and  cheers),  where  there  were  certainly  some  archi- 
tectural enormities,  which  weighed  as  heavily  upon  the  soil  as  no 
doubt  they  did  upon  the  consciences  of  the  mistaken  artists  who 
perpetrated  them.  (Great  laughter.)  lie  had,  since  he  had  been 
in  England,  heard  many  doleful  lamentations  on  the  decay  of 
Uritish  art,  but  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  shared  in  that  feeling. 
Was  there,  lie  asked,  any  school  of  painting;  which,  in  less  than  a 
century  of  existence,  had  prodm-ed  so  many  eminent  artists  «s  the 
English?     Among  the  dead  they  had  Hogarth,  Reynolds,   Gains- 
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borough,  "Wilkie,  and  many  others.  Among  the  living  they  had 
Eastlake,  with  his  brilliant  colouring  ;unl  ci-quiisiro  laste;  Landseer, 
whose  pictures  were  poems  (cheers);  Maclise,  whose  translations 
from  Shakespeare  were  in  the  memory  of  all;  Stanfield,  whose 
pictures  were  full  of  life  and  freshness ;  Leslie,  the  worthy  inter- 
preter of  Cervantes,  of  Sterne,  and  of  Goldsmith  ;  and  Turner, 
whose  genius  had  inspired  the  pages  of  the  most  eloquent  moral 
and  religious  book  ever  published  in  this  or  any  other  age. 
(Cheers.)  He  thought,  then,  it  would  be  seen  that  there  were 
talent  and  genius  in  the  English  school  equal  to  the  greatest 
requirements  of  art. 

Sir  C.  Eastlake,  in  acknowledging  the  toast,  expressed  his 
concurrence  in  the  recommendation  of  his  Excellency  that  the 
architectural  scenery  sometimes  exhibited  on  the  stage  should 
be  imitated  in  the  streets  of  the  metropolis.  (Cheers  and  laugh- 
ter.) He  bore  his  testimony  to  the  admiration  he  had  uniformly 
heard  expressed  by  the  artists  of  this  country  of  the  judicious 
representations  which  Mr.  Macready  had  promoted. 

Mr.  John  Forster,  in  proposing  the  next  toast,  "Dramatic 
Literature,"  observed  that  it  was  peculiarly  the  glory  of  Mr. 
Macready's  career  that  his  name  was  equally  allied  with  present 
and  past  dramatic  literature,  and  that  it  would  hereafter  he  asso- 
ciated with  a  long  line  of  original  poetic  creations  which  first  de- 
rived form  from  the  inspiration  of  his  art.  After  referring  to  the 
connection  of  Mr.  Macready  as  an  actor  with  the  dramas  of  Lord 
Byron,  Sir  Bulwer  Lytlon,  Mr.  Knoivies,  Mr.  Justice  Talfourd 
(whose  judicial  duties  prevented  him  from  attending),  Mr.  Procter, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Whito,  Mr.  Sheil,  Miss  Mitford,  Douglas  Jerrold, 
and  others,  Mr.  Forster  stated  that  his  friend  the  I'oet  Laureate, 
Alfred. Tennyson,  had  intrusted  him  with  a  few  ]Ines""oTpofttry 
addresseoTfb  their  liistin.^iiished  guest,  whicli  with  the  permission 
of  the  assembly  he  would  read.  (Loud  cries  of  "  Bead,  read.") 
Mr.  Forster  proceeded  to  read  the  lolloiving  lines,  which  were 
received  with  much  applause : — 

"  Fiii'C\vt'!l,  _M;;.tlv.'!v,  siiLcis  ;i-i!^iiL  wc  [u:t ; 

Full-lliUHll'l   tlniTl'llTS    Ili'lllIL    hiLVi!    O'J^Kl 

Thy  power,  well  used  to  move  the  public  breast. 
We  thank  thee  with  our  voice,  and  from  the  heart. 
Farewell,  M.ifviM.iv,  snea  this  nk;ht  we  part; 

Gil.  tiLki:  thine  tumours  hniif;  nik  with  till!  best, 

tiiUTi.'k,  an  J  statelier  Kimble,  and  the  rest 
Who  made  a  nation  purer  through  their  Art. 
Thine  is  it  that  our  drama  did  not  die, 

Nor  flicker  down  to  brainless  pantomime, 
And  those  gilt  gauds  men-ehildren  swarm  in  see. 

Farewell.  _M:iere.:uv  ;  ujoi-nl,  ci;,Tf,  sublime  ; 
Ov.v  &»;ikl::[)S.ln>,s  hi. ml  :lu,1  universal  eye 

Dwells  pleased,  tlir«i:.i,-h  'who  ri  hundred  years,  on  thee." 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  honoured  by  the  presence  of  the 
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representative  of  a  country  to  which  they  were  indebted  for  the 
profoundest  analytical  criticisms  of  Shakespeare— he  alluded  to  the 
Prussian  Minister,  Chevalier  Bunsen  (cheers) ;  and  he  begged  to 
propose,  "  The  German  exponents  of  Shakespeare,"  in  connection 
with  that  distinguished  individual. 

Chevalier  Bunsen  responded  to  the  toast  in  the  following 
words : — Mucli  as  I  must  wish  that  there  was  present  on  this 
occasion  one  of  the  surviving  heroes  of  our  literature,  to  whom 
Germany  owes  tho  distinguished  honour  which  has  been  done  to 
lier  dramatic  writers  and  critics,  1  am  free  to  confess  that  I  am 
proud  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be,  on  such  an  occurrence,  the 
feeble,  but  sincere,  interpreter  of  our  national  feelings.  Sir,  that 
honour  is  great  and  precious,  coming  as  it  does  from,  such  a  man, 
addressing  such  an  assembly,  and  on  such  an  occasion.  Gentlemen, 
the  modem  literature  of  Germany  was  nurtured  by  tho  English 
Muse,  and  the  genius  of  William  Bhakespeare  watched  over  her 
cradle.  He  is  not  a  true  German  who  does  not  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge that  fact.  (Cheers.)  When,  after  one  century  of  bloody 
internal  wars,  and  another  of  bennmbnient,  about  eighty  years 
ago  the  national  spirit  of  Germany  had  gathered  strength  to  look 
around,  he  found  himself  in  the  fetters  of  the  most  conventional 
poetry  and  taste  which  ever  has  weighed  upon  poor  humanity  since 
the  days  of  China  and  Byzance — oratorical  prose  in  rhyme,  rhetoric 
screwed  up  to  poetry — civilised  galvanism  mistaken  for  th*  rhythm 
of  organic  life.  It  was  under  such  circumstances  that  the  first 
of  our-  intellectual  giants,  Lessing,  arose,  and  in  pure  classical 
German  proved  that  our  models  must  be  looked  for  somewhere 
else,  and  particularly  in  the  dramatic  art.  Lessing  pointed  to  two 
great  constellations— the  Athenian  Theatre  and  William  Shake- 
speare. He  did  more— he  united  with  a  great  and  genial  actor, 
Schroder,  at  Hamburg,  to  give  Germany  a  national  theatre 
fashioned  after  those  models.  When  one  decade  later  the  immortal 
author  of  our  greatest  national  drama — of  Faust— when  the  bright 
Star  of  Goethe  rose  on  the  horizon,  his  dramatic  creed  was  the 
same ;  iEschylus  and  Sophocles  and  William  Shakespeare  for 
ever !  (Cheers.)  Again,  when,  a  few  decades  later,  towards  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  that  noble  pair  of  brothers,  Frederick 
and  William  Schlegel,  began  to  apply  tho  united  force  of  genius, 
philosophy,  and  poetry  to  the  creation  of  a  comprehensive  system 
of  poetical  and  artistic  criticism,  considering  all  real  and  lasting 
productions  of  art,  not  as  an  accidental,  kaleidoscopic  variety  of 
forms,  but  as  alink  in  the  chain  of  the  development  of  mind ;  and 
when  their  common  friend,  Ludwig  Tieck,  opened  his  delightful, 
both  creative  and  critical,  vein  for  the  same  object,  who  was  the 
hero  in  whose  name  and  to  whose  honour  they  broke  down  the 
idols  of  conventional  poetry,  and  condemned  to  eternal  oblivion  all 
sham  and  unreality?  Who  was  the  hero  who  inspired  both  Gouthe 
and  Schiller  and  the  followers  of  the  romantic  school,  but  William 
Shakespeare  and  his  theatre  ?    This  name  of  Shakespeare,  then, 
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was  not  tlie  fashion  of  on  age— it  was  not  the  linn  and  cry  of  a 
school  of  me  taphysie  [ihibisuphers,  or  the  whim  of  critical  poets.  No, 
sir,  it  was  no  more  or  less  (ban  the  adequate  expression  of  the 
deepest  national  feeling :  it  was  the  cirfrn.11  and  echo  of  the  universal 
voice  of  love  and  admiration  with  which  the  Anglo-Saxon  mind,  in 
its  native  abode,  reverently  hailed  the  great  kindred  genius  of 
England,  as  the  poetical  hero  of  tin;  Germanic  race.  (Cheers.)  It 
is,  above  all,  the  instinctive  love  and  admiration  which  has  made 
Shakespeare  the  most  popular  name,  and  his  dramas  the  most 
universally  read  poetical  works  among -l,\i'ii)0,O:>o  of  Germans.  The 
distinguished  editor  of  fiiinh^iiuir^—vrho  in  our  age  has  given  to 
England  and  to  the  world  the  genuine  text  of  that  author,  and 
carried  out  the  right:  principles  of  iia  interpretation — says  some- 
where most  truly,  "  The  foundation  of  a  right  understanding  of 
Shakespeare  is  love  " — reverent,  love,  of  course,  as  every  true  love 
is.  Well,  I  think  we  Germans  do  love  Shakespeare-,  and  we  love 
him  reverently.  "We  do  not  love  him  for  this  or  for  that,  but  we 
love  him  best  for  being  what  he  is.  We  do  not  admire  him  for  a 
happy  simile  here  or  a  striking  observation  there  ;  none  of  which, 
beautiful  as  they  may  he  as  part  of  a  whole,  would  make  him,  as 
we  think,  a  poet — much  less  I  he  kiiur  of  all  dramatic  writers  of  the 
world.  We  love,  above-  all,  his  grand  poetical  conceptions,  and 
the  truthful  manner  in  which  he  does  justice  to  them.  We  see  in 
every  piece  of  his  an  artistic  reproduction  of  those  eternal  laws 
which,  in  spite  of  many  apparent  eoiilnuiietion*,  and  through  all 
antagonistic  forces,  regulate  always  in  the  end  the  national,  and 
very  often  the  individual,  destinies  of  mankind.  To  represent  them 
in  action  is  the  divine  privilege  of  the  dramatic  genius.  This  being 
our  conception  of  Shakespeare,  and  this  the  relation  his  immortal 
works  bear  to  our  present  national  literature,  you  will  think  me 
sincere  in  saying,  what  you  praise  us  lor  is  nothing  but  the  deep 
acknowledgment  of  our  eternal  obligal  ions  to  your  and  the  world's 
greatest  dramatist— the  voice  of  our  grateful  and  reverent  love  to 
our  saving  and  inspiring  hero.  I  beg  your  pardon  for  having  been 
so  prolix  on  this  point,  but  all  I  have  said  bears  even  directly  upon 
the  occasion  of  our  festive  meeting  on  this  day.  For,  sir,  I  confess 
I  have  never  been  able  to  understand  how  one  can  love  Shake- 
speare's plays  without  feeling  the  most  lively  interest  for  the 
national  theatre  on  which  his  dramas  are  to  be  represented,  and 
the  highest  regards  for  the  great  actor.  (Cheers.)  The  great 
actor  is  infinitely  more  necessary  to  reproduce  the  author's  idea  of 
a  play  than  a  good  musical  director  is  required  for  the  under- 
standing of  a  great;  musical  eoiuposiliori.  You  can  set  tunes  and 
harmonies  to  notes,  but  not  words  and  sentences  to  declamation. 
And  what  can  you  prescribe  for  action?  The  great  actor  is  the 
real  in/pop],  etes  of  flic  prophet,  the  best  interpreter  of  his  meaning, 
and  nothing  less  than  bis  whole  person,  bis  body,  mind,  and  soul 
are  required  for  pcrformiii.i"  thai.  grout  task.  In  the  age  in  which 
we  live  it  is  not  the  question  whether  we  arc  to  have  a  national 
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theatre  or  not.  The  question  only  is,  whether  the  theatre  is  to 
be  conducted  by  libretto-makers  and  mechanical  or  mercantile 
managers,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  regulated  by  first-rale  men  both  of 
intellect  and  of  moral  courage.  The  question  is  whether  we  shall 
allow  it  to  be  disgraced  into  a  slave  of  Cushion  mid  low  amusement, 
or  whether  it  is  to  be  upheld  as  a  high  intellect  mil  and  moral  school, 
nourished  by  the  best  feelings  of  the  nation,  or  worthy  of  the 
support  of  an  enlightened  national  government.  Qentlemen,  I  think 
we  all  agreo  about  this  alternative.  It  is  our  cordial  agreement 
on  this  question  which  has  collected  us  also  to-day  around  our 
justly-honoured  guest.  The  German  literature  and  nation  have  long 
decided  that  question  in  the  same  way.  I  have  already  mentioned 
that  J*ssing  allied  himself  with  Schroder,  the  celebrated  German 
actor  of  his  time.  In  the  same  manner  Goethe  dedicated  a  great 
part  of  his  long,  laborious,  and  self-devoted  life  to  creating  and 
maintaining  a  national  theatre,  and  so  did  L  ml  wig  Tieck  for  many 
years  at  Dresden  and  Berlin.  I  think  that,  precious  as  their  time 
was,  it  was  well  bestowed  upon  this  great  object;  and  I  cannot 
allow  this  occasion  to  pass  wilhoui.  moniionin;:  a  fact  directly 
bearing  upon  this  occasion,  that  when  Ludwig  Tieck  was,  in  1817, 
in  London,  he  was  struck  by  a  yo;m-'  ae! or  iheti  culy  beginning  to 
appear  before  flic  public.  He  did  not  see  him  in  a  Shakespearian 
play — the  particular  object,  of  his  devoted  attention — but  in  a  now- 
forgotten  drama  of  the  day,  in  a  character  neither  attractive  nor 
deeply  poetical.  But,  nevertheless,  he  was  struck  by  that  young 
actor  in  the  midst  of  the  splendid  constellations  which  then  shone 
on  the  English  stage.  "  If  this  young  man,"  Tieck  says  in  his 
Dramaturgic  Letters  of  1817,  "goes  on  as  he  lias  hegnn,  he  will 
become  one  of  the  most  eminent  aclors  of  the  age."  The  young 
man's  name  was  William  Macready.  (Loud  cheers.)  Gentlemen, 
there  remains  nothing  more  for  me  than  to  pay  personally  the 
tribute  of  sincere  admiral  ion  and  gratinide  1u  him  by  whose  side  I 
have  to-day  the  distinguished  honour  to  sit.  J  laving  watched  him 
attentively  during  the  ten  yearn  1  have  hail.  I  lie  burliness  to  spend 
in  this  country,  I  do  not  know  whether  f  admire  him  more  as  a  man 
who  has  made  me  understand  Macbeth  and  Hamlet  -and  above  all 
Lear — better  than  I  ever  understood  them  before,  or  as  the  high- 
minded  manager,  and  as  the  man  of  olia:  actor  who  lias  often  staked 
his  very  existence  on  his  great  and  noble  object,  which  was — to 
raise  the  standard  of  his  art,  to  elevate  the  I'nc.Iisb  actor,  and  to 
purify  and  ennoble  the  national  stage  And  I  finally  wish  you  joy, 
gentlemen,  that  you  have  celebrated  the  retirement  of  this  man 
from  the  stage  in  a  manner  which  honours  both  him  and  yourselves, 
and  which  is  full  of  European  and  universal  Interest;  and  I  con- 
clude by  expressing  my  deep-felt  gratitude  fcr  having  associated 
me  with  your  feelings.    (Cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  J.  "Fox,  .M.l',,  proposed  "  The  Stage,"  connecting  with 
it  the  namo  of  Mr.  C.  Kemble,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
past,  and  of  Mr.  Thelps,  as  one  of  the  represcnta!  ives  of  the  future 
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—the  latter  gentleman,  ho  observed,  having  redeemed  Sadler's 
Wells  from  clowns  and  waterworks  (hear,  hear),  and  made  it  a 
not  unworthy  Bhrino  of  Shakespeare,  and  a  pledge-  of  what  tho 
drama  would  be  before  tho  impure  which  had  been  given  to  it  by 
Mr.  Macready  was  exhausted. 

Mr.  C.  Kemble  presented  himself  to  respond  to  the  toast,  when 
the  whole  company  rose  and  cheered  in  the  most  enthusiastic 
manner  for  some-moments.  When  silence  had  been  restored  he 
said  :  Until  he  sat  down  to  dinner  he  had  not  the  least  expecta- 
tion that  such  a  compliment  would  have  been  paid  to  him,  and 
when  he  saw  himself  surrounded  by  so  many  men  eminent  in 
literature,  science,  and  art,  they  could  not  he  surprised  that  he 
felt  utterly  at  a  loss  for  words  adequately  to  express  his  thanks. 
Ho  would  not  attempt  what  he  felt  to  be  impossible,  but  he 
entreated  them  to  believe  that  he  was  not  the  less  deeply  sensible 
of,  nor  the  less  highly  flattered  by,  the  very  Bignal  favour  they 
had  cimferrcd  upon  him.     (Cheers.) 

Loud  cries  were  raised  for  Mr.  Phelps,  but  it  was  announced  by 
the  Chairman  that  that  gentleman  had  left  the  room. 

Mr.  Thackeray  proposed  "The  health  of  Mrs.  Macready  and 
her  family,"  which  iraa  briefly  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Macready. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Ladies  "  was  proposed  by  Lord  DufferWand 
the  Chairman  then  quitted  the  chair;  and  the  coniKiii'f  fiepaiYLii'iI 
shortly  bofore  twelve  o'clock. 


London  to  Sherborne,  March  2nd.— Came  away  with  my  dear 
children  and  sister.  Read  the  Observer  and  the  Examiner.  Was  in 
very  great  spirits,  very  thankful.  Reached  home  in  good  lime, 
and  found  all  well,  thank  God!  Passed  a  happy  evening  with 
them,  talking  over  what  had  so  recently  passed  as  a  bright  dream 
before  us,  and  went  to  bed  grateful  and,  I  must  say,  happy  in  my 
home  and  my  heart.  ' 

March  10th. — Sherborne  to  London. 

London,  March  11th. —  Dined  with  Kenyon,  who,  against  my 
urgent  request,  had  a  party; '-'.Abbott  Lawrence,  Count  Strzelccki 
Booth  (of  Hoard  of  Trade),  SirBForge  Hack?  Procter,  Dr  Bright 
F.  Goldsmid,  and  Forster. 

March  I2(A.— Went  to  Dickens's  to  dinner.  Met  Tiulwer  Lytton, 
Mark  Lemon,  I).  Jerrold,  Egg,  Forster,  &c.  The  day  was  given 
up  to  the  business  of  the  performance,  and  amusing  it  was  to 
notice  their  many  grounds  of  debate,  and  o  " 


Mr.  Egg  thought  that  Willmott  as  prompter  might  put  them  too 
much  into  conventional  habits. 

March  1M.— Dined  with  Procters.  Met  Bulwcr  Lytton,  Christie, 
Lady  Eastlake,  Miss  Hay,  Forster. 

March  I  Wi. --Dined  with  the  Pollocks:*  and  read  the  rest  of 
George  Sand's  'Cahteau  des  Deserts.' 

March  16th.— Went  out  to  Mortlake,  called  on  Henry  Taylor. 

*  Sow  at  5S,  Montagu  Square.—- En. 
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He  read  the  preface  to  'Killing  no  Mnrder,'  a  royalist  pamphlet 
addressed  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  some  passages  from  it.  Mrs. 
II.  Taylor  and  Spedding  arrived,  and  I  passed  a  very  agreeable 
evening.     Gave  f^ii-iirjiiig  a  seat  in  the  carriage  to  come  home. 

March  ~\$th.— Called  on  dear  old  Mr.  Rogers.  Ili.v,'.  quantum 
mutatus!  I  shall  never  see  him  ngamTTTe  talked  much,  and  I 
sat  long.  He  talked  much  of  poetry,  quoting  passages,  and  citing 
from  his  own.  He  spoke  of  sonnets,  to  which  lie  has  a  great 
dislike,  and  thought  them  (he  Procrustean  bed  for  thought.  He 
sent  his  love  twice  to  Catherine,  and  seemed,  as  I  parted  from  him, 
to  have  the  persuasion  that  it  was  for  the  last  time.  I  turned  as 
I  left  the  room,  and  his  two  hands  were  lifted  up  to  his  head  in 
the  action  of  benediction  on  me. 

March  lliUA. — As  1  review  tlio  circumstances  of  this  last  visit  of 
mine  to  London,  the  notice  is  forced  on  me  of  the  respect  and 
regard  universally  manifested  towards  me.  I  have  felt  no  em- 
harrassment  in  the  presence  of  men  the  most  distinguished,  and 
have  been  addressed  and  treated  by  them  as  on  a  footing  of  most 
perfect  equality.  Though  experiencing  usually  much  courtesy, 
1  have  never  felt  this  independence  of  position  before.  I  can 
look  my  fellow-men,  whatever  their  station,  in  the  face  and  assert 
my  equality.  I  am  most  grateful  for  this  feeling,  which  is  among 
ihe  hlessin;;:i  lor  which  my  gratitudo  refers  to  Almighty  God. 

Winchester,  March  21st.— My  income  this  year  I  reckon  at  £1,285, 
my  expenses  at  £882,  leaving  my  balance  for  Willie's  college  terms, 
&c,  £403. 

Sherborne,  March  22nd. 

April2l$t. — Went  with  Willie  to  the  soiree  of  the  Sheihorno 
Literary  and  Sciensifie  Institution.  Saw  Messrs..  Efooks,  High- 
more,  1' id wasser,  Willinott,  &a  Amused  with  the  proceedings, and 
shall  take  an  interest  in  the  society. 

London,  May  3nl. — Went  to  t lie  Exhibition.  Was  struck  with 
the  splendour  of  the  view  on  reaching  the  centre,  looking  round  at 
the  transepts,  and  up  and  down  the  cross.  Tho  moBt  beautiful 
single  objects  were  the  park  trees  growing  within  the  building, 
the  coup  d'&°ilv.a?  very  st  liking,  very  imposing;  the  detail  very  sur- 
prising, very  beautiful.  With  all  its  extraordinary  magnificence, my 
feeling  was  that  if  I  had  not  seen  it  I  should  not  have  regveted 
it  very  much.  The  good  effect  it  produced  on  my  mind  was,  It 
showed  me  the  utter  absurdity  of  any  individual  prizing  himself 
for  what  he  may  possess  of  rich  and  rare,  when  there  is  such  a 
world  of  wealth  beyond  1.1  io  very  richest  and  niosi  powerful,  whose 
utmost  means  must  look  insignificant  compared  with  what  can 
constantly  be  brought  to  outshine  it  by  the  industry  of  man. 
Learn  content  and  humility. 

Went  to  tho  Boyal  Academy  Exhibition.  Delighted  with  much 
that  I  saw  ;  Maidisc's  Caviou  is  the  picture  ot  1he.  year.  E.  Land- 
seer  has  a  most  brilliant  fancy  of  Titan i a  and  Bottom,  and  some 
excellent  things  besides.    Herbert,  one  small  powerful  figure  of 
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■Daniel.  "Ward  very  good ;  Stanfield  and  Frith.  An  unknown  name, 
Faed,  very  good.  The  Exhibition  I  think  beyond  any  of  its  pre- 
cursors. Much  excellence,  and  lowest  the  level  above  preceding 
years.  Went  home  to  dress,  having  seen  Stanfield,  Hart,  Herbert, 
ilaclisc,  Bnlwer,  Dickens,  &c. 

Returned  to  Aeaib  my,  saw  Van  do  Woyer,  Lord  l.ondesborough, 
Lord  Carlisle,  Milman,  Sir  R.  ftfurchison,  &c. 

As  usual,  the  effect  of  the  pictures,  at  first  distinct,  bright,  and 
warm  in  their  clear  outline  and  glow  of  colour,  the  thought  of 
Ih"  fii"  ri'-r  bt»lli>-vn<  ■  -  «•>■■  irM-  -I  lb-  '•  .  '■■■*  ihiim.-  mA  >•  N>- 
feeling  of  the  hour,  were  most  delightful,  the  gradual  closing  in  of 
the  evening  dimming  more  and  move  the  clearness  of  the  subjects, 
until  at  length  the  outlines  were  lost,  the  expression  obscured,  and 
the  rich  prominences  of  each  were  so  many  beautiful  interspersed 
masses  of  colour,  memories  only  to  the  spectator  of  the  stories  so 
charmingly  told,  that  seemed  now  clouded  from  his  view.  In  an 
instant  the  rising  oi"  the  gas  i;ave,  as  by  an  cnehan  tor's  wand,  the 
objects  of  our  former  admiration  back  t'i  tlie  delimited  sense  in  all 
the  brilliancy  of  light.  There  is  nothing  more  delightful  than  the 
enjoyment  of  this  scene.  The  usual  routine  was  passed.  The 
Prince  spoke  very  well  :  T.ord  John  bat  so  so;  ."I  lac  a  ulay  indiffer- 
ently, for  such  men.  The  Duke  as  usual.  To  our  astonishment, 
and  I  may  say  horror,  Eastlake.  in  a.ssoeiating  literature  with  the 
arts,  mentioned  the  names  el  Itiekens,  myself,  and  Uulwer.  Icould 
have  sunk  into  the  earth.  Dicki/iis  was,  for  the  first  time  on  such 
an  occasion,  completely  taken  abnek  ;  he  rose, as  did  I,  thinking  to 
cover  myself  under  his  speech.  Bulwer  would  not.  Dickensmadtj 
a  very  fair  reply,  and  wo  sat  down,  1  was  called  on  to  rise.  Oh 
God !  I  was  compelled ;  and  said  a  few  words,  I  know  not  what, 
about  oeing  urged  by  Pickens  and  others,  and  about  my  debt  to 
the  pictorial  art,  &o.  J  cannot  remember  anything,  except  that 
I  was  terribly  distressed.  The  evening  passed  off,  however,  very 
pleasantly,  and  Talfourd  and  myself  agreed  to  go  and  take  tea 
at  the  Athenaeum..  T  was  putting  on  my  coat  as  Ihe  Duke  of  New- 
castle came  up  and  shook  hands  with  me  very  cordially,  joining  in 
conversation  with  us.  We  went  to  the  Club,  '['hen  Edwin  Land- 
seer  came  in  and  sat  with  us  very  pleasantly.  Saw  Thackeray  for 
a  moment  as  I  was  passing  out. 

May  ith. — I'ersiei'  caHr-rl,  went  with  him  \i.'  Kegel's'.  Found  tlie 
old  man  very  cheerful,  thinner  than  when  I  hist  saw  him,  but  in 
very  good  spirits,  lie  told  all  his  stories  "  over  again."  Exhorted 
Ihe  three  bachelors  to  get  married;  spoke  of  Scott,  Byron,  and 
Moore,  and  of  bis  own  poetry,  quoting  ns  a.  paitkularlyfine  line— 
"Their  very  shadows  consecrate  the  ground." 

I  was  interested  by  Tom  Taylor's  account  of  his  studies. 
Spedding  is  a  most  pleasing  person.  Took  leave  of  dear  old 
Rogers  once  more.  I  think  indeed  for  the  last  time.  I  cannot 
make  out  his  character.  He  is  surely  good-natured,  with  phi- 
lanthropic and  religious  feelings,  but  his  fondness   for  saying  a 
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sharp  thing  shakes  one's  certainty  in  him:  his  apparent  desire 
too  to  produce  effect,  I  think,  sometimes  awakens  doubts  of  his 
sincerity  in  some  minds.  Dined  with  Dickens.  Maclise  and 
Forster  were  there.  Dickens  related  a  m<;l  of  Jon-old's :  P.  Cun- 
ningham's stating  that  he  had  been  eating  a  strange  dinner,  calves' 
tails,  Jcrrold  observed,  "  Extremes  meet." -. 

Hhe-rhorvc,  Sunday,  May  lltli.. — Walked  out  with  Willie,  intunding 
to  go  to  church  at  the  little  village  near,  and  then  walk  in  to  Sir  W. 
Medlycott's.  The  morning  was  deliriously  beautiful,  and  we  both 
enjoyed  it.  The  elnireh  was  closed,  no  .service:  wo  examined  its 
exterior,  and  walked  a  different  way  through  Poynington,  and  homo 
by  the  Bath  Road.  Never  have  1  felt  wore  deeply  and  purely  the 
loveliness  of  nature  and  the  bounty  of  (!od  tome  and  mine;  beauty 
everywhere  and  impressing  every  sense.  O  God,- let  me  never  fail 
to  bo  sensible  of  Tliy  unspeakable  goodness  1 

May  31st. — Letters  informing  me  that  a  paragraph  had  ap- 
peared in  Daily  News  and  Skij-qnuij  (l-isclt--,  stilting  that  it  was 
intended  to  bring  mo  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Tower  Hamlets, 
which  made  me  laugh  most  heartily. 

Sunday,  June,  iff.. — Rend  j]i.-vvti(m|i!T,  in  it  saw  a  paragraph  from 
the  Daily  Neius,  stating  that  it  was  tho  intention  of  some  persons 
to  put  me  in  nomination  as  Member  of  the  Tower  Hamlets.  I  was 
amused  very  much,  and  showed  it  to  Catherine  and  Letitia. 
Catherine  would  wish  the  project  might  be  realised ;  Letitia 
thought  (as  I  do)  that  even  if  there  was  probability  of  success, 
such  a  measure  was  not  to  be  desired  or  entered  upon. 

Head  prayer'  to  I  ho  family  and  servants.   — ■ — 

June.  .)(/(.— Heard  of  the  death  of  my  very  dear  friend,  nearly  one 
of  my  oldest  friends— one  who  clung  to  me  in  all  his  elevation — 
dear  Richard  Shell.  Another  gone  another  to  teach  me  how  Blight 
is  the  barrier,  how  short  a  distance  from  me,  tliat  separates  mo 
from  another  state  of  existence  1 

June  Wth. — "Wrote  to  Pollock,  sending  for  Mr.  Johnson,  who 
will  go  to  meet  him.  Wrote  to  Eeles,  to  Bradbury  and  Evans,  to 
Colnaghi  with  cheque  for  £9  I  Is.  !>/,,  to  Forster.  flayed  at  cricket 
an  hour  with  tho  boys.  The  heat  wn  extreme,  and  f  find,  upon 
experiment,  that  lifiy-eLdit  en  n  in  it.  do  file  work  of  eighteen.  I  do 
not  feel  my  mind  old,  but  my  breath  and  body  are  unequal  to 
extra  exertion-    Very  much  tired. 

July  15th.— Waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  Pollocks,  who  at  last 
came,*    Walked  in  the  garden  till  time  to  dress  for  dinner.    A 

eheevful  evening. 

July  19th. — Miss  Herries  mid   Mrs,  Pollock  wished  me  to  read. 

I  read  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  book  of  'Paradise  Lost:' they 

were  much  affected  j  some  passages  of  Wordsworth,  &c. 

Sunday,  July  2''!!/.. — ■  Went  with  our  quelle  mid  Kat.io  to  Milbome 
*  During  Maerrady'B  reridtnee  at  Sherborne  the  nearest  railway  station  to 

it,  in  cumins;  frnm    I.omiim,  was  at  frump,  a  distance  of  about  twenty-two 

miles,  along  a  hilly  country  road, — En. 
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Port  Churcli,  Sir  William  Medlycott  was  fortunately  at  the  church 
door,  and  led  us  to  seats. 

Walked  in  the  garden  at  Ten,  wit?i  Sir  William  and  Pollock. 
Wo  lunched  or  dined  there,  and  passed  the  time  pleasantly  enough 
till  the  carriage  was  ready  at  three.     Returned  home. 

Mrs.  Pollock  spoke  to  me  about  a  visit  to  them  in  London,  tut 
that  I  cannot  see  in  the  future  of  things,  much,  so  very  much,  as 
I  like  them. 

A"-l>ift  nth. — Read  the  paper,  in  which  was  a  long  and  able 
article  on  Mr.  lUcKn.ihine's  pamphlet  against  Gladstone's  disclo- 
sures of  Neapolitan  infamy  and  tyranny  :  a  very  affecting  account 
of  the  two  or  throe  hist  yours  o!"  the  Ti.ieriliin,  son  of  Louis  XVI. 
His  silence  for  such  a  length  of  time  is  one  of  the  most  deeply 
affecting  instance's  of  human  Buffering  I  have  ever  met  with.  God 
help  us !  There  surely  cannot  be  an  end  to  all  here,  or  all,  who 
have  innocently  suffered,  from  the  blessed  Jesus  downwards,  have 
existed  for  sorrow  without  comfort,  and  seemingly  without  cause. 
But  He  who  made  us  must  have  His  own  purposes.  Let  us  wait 
and  adore.     Amen. 

September  18/h.— Mr.  Ifallett  called,  wishing  me  to  be  president 
of  the  Literary  and  Scientific  Institute  of  this  year.  I  wished  to 
serve  the  Society,  but  required  time  for  my  answer. 

September  25th.—- Mr.  Hallett  called  for  my  answer  to  bo  presi- 
dent of  the  Literary  and  Scientific  Sueioty.  I  talked  with  Catherine 
about  it,  and  felt  that  it  was  my  duty  to  do  my  best  in  such  a 
cause.  I  assented,  and  spoke  to  Mr.  HalleU  aUiut  a  lecture,  &c., 
which  he  thought  would  suit  the  society,  on  the  poetry  of  tho 

December  31st. — It  is  very  late  as  I  begin  to  enter  my  parting 
words  to  the  eventful  year  on  this  its  record  of  my  thoughts, 
feelings,  and  sufferings.  ( 'ontinued  my  work,  too  late  begun,  upon 
my  account  books.  Heard  Walter  part  of  his  lesson.  Bead  in 
liJisrUsli  history  with  Willie,  and  afterwards,  in  French,  Thierry's 
'Conqnete  d'Angleterre,' with  Willie  and  Katie.  Took  a  warm 
bath.  Eeceived  gardener's  ehai-aetcr.  Sal:  whh  Catherine,  who, 
thank  God,  seems  better.  Not  quite  well  after  dinner.  Eested  in 
her  room.  Bead  French  and  geography  with  my  adult  class. 
Heard  Walter  his  lessons.  Looked  at  the  paper.  Continued  my 
books,  and  partially  arranged  my  accounts.  It  is  vc/ylate.  Adieu 
to  1851,  one  of  the  most  eventful  years  of  my  eventful  life.  For 
all  thank  God.  thank  God,  Ihunk  God!     Amen.  

Toe  entry  in  Macready's  diary  for  the  last  day  of  1851  might 
serve  as  a  specimen  <>(  ihe  greater  number  of  those  made  by  him 
at  Sherborne.  His  life  ceased  to  be  eventful  except  in  thought, 
feeling,  and  suffering.  The  details  indicated  in  it  were  those  of  his 
daily  life.  Ho  continued  to  give  anxious  and  unremitting  attention 
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to  his  pecuniary  affairs,  for  (he  eakeof  those  depending  upon  him. 
He  dedicated  much  time,  more  indeed  than  was  good  for  them  or 
for  himself,  to  the  minute  pevsenul  s ni n.-rintc  1  idc-rii.-< s  of  the  general 
education,  and  of  tho  various  lessons  of  his  children.  His  own 
state  of  health  required  great  care  and  consideration.  His  desire 
for  occupation  and  his  habitual  reliance  upon  his  own  judgment 
led  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  domestic  management  of  his 
household.  His  wife's  health  was  not  strong,  and  the  first  great 
sorrow  which  fell  upon  him  in  his  retirement  was  already  be- 
ginning to  cast  its  shadow  before  it.  His  general  schemes  for 
extending  the  benefits  of  education  to  the  people  among  whom  he 
had  cast  his  lot  were  getting  into  practical  work.  Through  all 
and  above  all  he  maintained  his  deep  and  pious  sense  of  thankful- 
ness for  all  the  good  he  had  enjoyed  and  was  enjoying. 

Macrcady's  severance  from  the  stage  was  complete.  Tho  white 
hood  worn  by  him  in  'Philip  Van  Artevelde'  was  the  only 
theatrical  trapping  which  survived  id,  Sherborne.  His  wife  had 
treasured  it  upas  a  solitary  relic  belonging  to  a  character  in  which 
she  especially  admired  him— ihe  one  Hung  she  hud  asked  for  and 
kept  as  a  remembrance  of  his  great  performances.  She  gave  it  to 
Lady  Pollock  (then  Mrs.  Pollock)  upon  the  occasion  of  her  first 
visit  to  Macready  in  Dorsetshire  (as  recorded  by  him  in  July  1851), 
and  it  now  remains  in  her  possession. 

Into  Macready's  retreat,  however,  the  memories  of  his  past 
career  and  the  devotion  of  the  many  persons  who  were  attached 
to  him  -could  not  fail  to  follow  him,  and  he  received  remarkable 
egressions  of  regard  and  admiration  from  different  quarters. 

Charles  Sumner  (10th  December,  1H50)  wrote  from  Boston 
(United  States),  "  You  will  stand  out  hereafter  <is  the  last  great 
actor  of  the  English  stage.  It  must  be  so ;  and  I  rejoice  that 
associated  with  that  position  will  bo  so  much  of  private  worth 
and  general  culture,  as  we  admire  in  you.  Of  you  we  may  say 
what  Cicero  said  in  his  oration  for  Soxtius,  of  the  great  Roman 
actor  JEsopus,  that  he  chose  the  noblest  parts  both  as  an  actor 

and  11  citizen.  '  M</frcii!c,  .winner  pnrtin-m  in  reji".Mim,  t</.ri;u'rm  in 
noma,  optimamm.'  I  cannot  do  more  than  to  wish  for  you  the 
success  in  future  fame  which  attended  JEsopus." 

Dr.  Liddell,  now  Dean  of  Christ.  Church,  and  then  Head  Master 
of  Westminster  School,  writing  to  Macready  on  3rd  March,  1851, 
and  alluding  to  his  farewell  dinner,  said:  ''I  should  very  much 
like  to  have  been  one  of  the  clergy  who  attended  on  Saturday  to 
express  by  their  presenco  their  thanks  to  one  who  had  done  so 
much  for  elevating  tho  drama  to  its  own  high  and  noblo  office. 
But  all  efforts  to  get  tickots  were,  for  me  at  least,  in  vain." 

Macready  had  also  at  this  time  many  other  letters  from  clergy- 
men, testifying  respect  for  his  eluirnetio'  as  a  man  and  a  Christian, 
and  admiration  for  his  genius ;  and  thanking  him  for  the  example 
of  fine  elocution,  found  so  useful  to  them  in  the  pulpit,  as  well  as 
for  his  exertions  in  e[r.v;i1iii;>;  ih.>  dignity  the  art,  and  the  moral 
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purity  of  Ilia  theatre.  Nor  did  such  expressions  of  esteem  ceaso 
to  be  given  when  the  mi:ntdi;iio  nccas-idii  i>i"  M  juts':  iidy's  retirement 
had  passed  away.  After  his  decease  similar  testimonies  were 
renewed,  and  one  cor  respondent,  personally  a  stranger  to  him  and 

tn  his  family,  wrote  to  his  widow ; — 

mora  gooi  id  their  respective  spheres  of  action  than  any  others  that  could 
be  Darned  at  that  time.  I  mean  Melville  and  your  late  husband.  Few 
perhaps  have  ever  raised  the  standard  of  ChrMian  duties  among  the  young 

intellect  of  Loudon  so  sneeessf'illy  a.  these  two  moo.  It  was  a  real  grief  to 
very  many  that  M.ioroady's  health  and  strength  did  not  hold  out  to  a  much 
later  .period  of  his  life,  so  great,  was  tin.'  good  that  he  was  then  carrying 
on.  However,  Dorset  is  a  high  testimony  to  hi:;  usefulness,  though  the 
sphere  was  not  so  wide  nr  distinguished  as  in  London.  That  he  reached 
more  than  the  Psalmist. 's  thrccccre  years  and  ten  in  such  high  honour  and 
esteem  must  bo  the  greatest  conflation  of  his  family  under  the  loss  you  are 
now  deploring." 

A  letter  from  George  Wightwick,  whose  friendly  profession  id 
offices  prepared  Sherborne  House  for  Macready's  reception,  n fiord.-! 
a  signal  example,  among  many,  of  the  enthusiasm  excited  by  the 
great  actor  on  the  stage,  which  afterwards  led,  as  in  other  cases, 
to  a  fervent  and  lasting  friendship  in  private  life  : — 

"  April  SO,  1851. 
"Mr  dkaki-sc  MachkADI,,— It  must  have  been  in  the  year  1818  that  I 
went  one  evening  to  Covcnt  Garden  Theatre  to  see  .Miss  O'.Veill  in  •  Jane 
Shore.'  She  was  the  delusive  object  of  my  crush  into  the  crowded  pit  of 
that  vast  theatre.  An  actor  in  a  suit  of  humble  brown  appeared  as  one 
Dnmont.  His  first  tone  came  over  my  ear  with  an  influence  to  prove  that  an 
eitraordinary  sympathy  was  at-  once  elicited,  and  permanently  confirmed. 
The  scene  with  Hastings,  in  which  Dumont  disarms  the  imperious  nobleman, 
made  me  feel  that  the  man  in  the  '  humble  blown  suit  '  was,  in  a  certain 
sense  (so  far  as  the  expression  mav  lie  used,  without  debasement  to  him), 
mvseif;  every  voarniiu:  Un-.t  1  had  !'■:■:■  what  was  noble  in  nature  and  true  in 

"  And  year  after  your  .lid  Ibis  fc-lhig  grow  in  i;s  o: -tin ate  strength,  with 
all  the  penalties  which  mint  be  paid  for  pleasure  such  as  mine.  There  was 
an  orciieslre  and  a  burning  row  of  lamps  between  us.  How  I  longed  to  over- 
leap them!  Fortunately  my  re- peel,  aril  deference  were  as  great  as  my  longing  ; 
and  the  latter,  as  1  trust  yon  will  allow,  was  at.  length,  and  by  modest 
degrees,  inoffensively  gratified  -yon  know  bow,  and  1  think  yon  must  also 
be  aware  how  delightfully  to  myself.  Little  however  did  1  imagine  that  I 
should  ever  be  to  yoa  what  yoar  gentle  kindness  ins  permitted  me  to  become. 
The  conduct  and  Ike  courlesy  of  a  gentleman,  so  far  as  they  could  he  shown  ill 
the  occasional  communion  of  ordinary  ocqiniiiiance.  I  fed.  would  be  manifested 
to  me;  and  of  this  alone  I  should  have  open  sallirieni  ly  proud,  but  the 
affectionate  responses  of  \  elo-eiy  knitted  friendship  were  delights  which 
1  could  not  now  so  dearly  appreciate,  if  I  had  in  ttie  first  instance  arrogantly 
reckoned  on  them  as  probable.  I  wish,  you  distinctly  to  understand  and 
believe  this;  hecisr.se  1  wish  van  equally  to  be  assured  (hat,  having  what 
[  desired,  I  value  it  as  if  the   desired    'having'    were  .'.ill  to   be  obtained. 
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'Age  cannot  wither,  an:  cusSinii  -l.ale  ii.'     i  shall  c.te.r  be  as  anxious  (o  keep 
it  as  I   was   formerly   earnest    to    acquire  it.       Though   'love  casteth   out 

put  its*!!'  under  Ihe  can;  of  deferential  delicacy. 

"  Well,  the  yeanniis;  was  first  felt  in  lfil ':.  thirty -thr,;.1N, Mrs  ago,  and  on  the 
3rd  of  March,  1851,  I  am  one  of  the  family  party  at  your  birthday  dinner  in 
the  nil.ii-ciuiuit-lioiiiL;  1  have  assist1'!  to  pvi'^aro  I'.iv  you,  playing  hearth  games 
with  your  bovs  aud  girls.  Never  was  the  consummation  of  original  hope  and 
earnest  wish  more  complete  than  in  my  present  possession  of  your  regard. 
Heaven  prcsurve  it  to  nic  J  Fcr  it  is  most,  pri'dim*,  and  ia  ali  re.-ynK:tj  vboli> 
some  to  my  'state  of  man,'  escept  that  it  perhaps    inclines  a  little   to  make 

"As  a  public  man  I  believe  none  had  ever  so  great  a  share  of  admiration's 
heart  ;.as  a  private  i^'iitlfnum  I  am  convince]  no  one  has  a  greater  number  of 
devoted  friends.  With  many,  with  most  indeed,  you  will  hereafter  in  tjiis 
world  have  but  occasional  communion,  nor  will  I  regret  that  it  can  only  be 
occasional  with  me,  since  T  retMiil  all  \zm.4  and  true  things  as  only  begun  in 
this  life,  to  be  consummated  in  the  life  which  will  have  no  ending. 
"  Your  truly  affectionate 

"  (JEOKOE  WlGHTWICK." 

Hacready's  work  in  the  cause  of  education  at  Sherborne,  and 
his  general  desire  to  do  good  to  those  around  him,  can  only  be 
well  described  by  those  who  were  personally  acquainted  with 
them,  and  who  took  part  with  him  in  the  practical  execution  of 
his  benevolent  schemes. 

He  devoted  himself  almost  exclusively  io  labours  of  kindness 
and  usefulness;  his  charity  was  so  extensive  that,  although  his 
left  hand  knew  not  what  his  right  hand  did,  it  was  impossible 
that  it  should  escape  observation,  even  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
recipients  of  his  bounty ;  and  while  thus  engaged  in  relieving 
distress  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  new  home,  be  continued  to 
remit  money  to  old  pensioners  elsewhere  up  to  the  day  of  hie 
death.  He  would  himself  visit  the  sick  and  poor,  and  ascertain 
their  necessities  ami  if  lie  iliunglit  they  were  not  sufficiently  cared 
for  ho  would  send  to  them  his  own  medical  atiendant. 

But  his  great  interest  was  in  th«  cause  of  education,  especially 
among  the  poorer  classes,  which  he  developed  at  the  cost  of  in- 
cessant personal  exertion,  and  mainly  at  his  own  expense.  Ho 
established  a  ui^lil-seliodl,  which  he  conducted  himself,  and  in 
which  he  was  assisted  by  voluntary  teachers  from  among  the 
gentlemen  and  tradesmen  of  the  town,  who  attended  in  turns ; 
but  he  was  himself  never  absent  from  Inn  \>ca't.  eseetvt  under  very 
urgent  necessity.  After  a  time  some  of  his  friends  raised  a  sub- 
scription in  order  to  relievo  Macready  of  a  part  of  the  burden 
which  his  own  zoal  in  the  cause  had  brought  upon  himself.  Yet 
although  his  own  contribution  to  it  had  not  been  ever  less  than 
£100  a  year,  be  was  so  fond  of  the  night-school  that  he  accepted 
title  aid  as  a  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which  Iris  work  was  held, 
and  as  an  additional  fund,  bnt  not  in  ease  of  his  own  payments. 
i,  when  driving  over  to  Ihe  neighbouring  town  of 
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Yeovil  on  matters  of  bupiiir.cp  coimcttoiil  with  ilie  Sherborne  In- 
stitution, bis  er> m] iL*nk>ii  jokingly  remarked  that  a  country  fly  was 
a  sorry  conveyance  fur  the  sri-ciil  iin^.diiiii,  aii't  (hat  he  ought  to 
keep  his  own  carriage  and  pair  ;  he  said,  "  Ah,  but  then  I  must 
give  i;pmy  night -school." 

A  most  valuable  testimony  to  the  importance  of  Macready's 
educational  work  at  Sherborne  nas  ^ivi-n  in  ;in  oilidul  report  made 
by  the  Eev.  W.  H.  BrookBeld,  at  that  lime  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors  of  Schools  :— 

'■  The  best  evening  sohoul  which  I  have  seea  is  that,  at  Slu'i-b^nc,  managed, 
and  in  great  measure  taught,  by  Mr.  \V.  ('.  Ui.crea.iy,  whose  name  needs  no 
distinctive  synonym.  It  was  held,  when  1  visited  it.  last  September,  in 
an  ample  and  well-lighted  room,  copiously  provided  with  the  usual  apparatus 
of  instruction.  It  was  attended  by  upwards  ol'  eighty  youtiis,  of  ages  varying 
from  ten  to  twenty  years,  but  averaging  thirteen,  and  all  engaged  till 
eveeiiL'g  in  . .il^-i- J . -il!i:  e :n  < ■!» v n: e o t s .  Their  a: t eudance  appeared  to  he  spon- 
taneous,  n^ulir,  and  cheerful;  their  demo:  n-.e.:r  docile;  their  attainment, 
practical  iiii.l  intelligent  in  kind,  an'.l  of  satis  fae'ery  eio..-:ut.  But  there  was 
something  in  that  institution  still  more  impressive' than  its  efficiency.  That 
a  s;oti  (lei  Li  an  who  retired  not  many  years  a.go  from  a  sphere  of  prominency  in 
mime,  in  person,  and  in  character,  where  lie  was  always  greeted  with  acclama- 
tions of  esteem  such  as,  once  tasted,  it  must  be  diificult  to  eioliauge  (bv  a 
more  silent  homage,  should  now,  at  a  rigoruuj — not  far  a:lvanced— but  still 
advancing  age.  be  f.  niul  jmact  n-illy  (ievcti|.;g  Mime  hours  of  several  evenings 
a  week  In  teaching  the  children  of  a  If,v  )),:r-.elsbire  labourers  the  humblest 
rudiments  of  that  language  whose  sublimest  creations  his  genius  had   for 

Jears  been  accustomed  to  interpret  to  successive  thousands  of  cultivated 
isteners— this  is  a,  fact  of  whieh  the  mural  significance  deserves  a  better 
exposition  than  1  can  venture  to  attempt.  I  have  met  with  many  sermons, 
pamphlets,  orations  on  the  duty  of  instructing  the  p-or;  but  here  was  a 
homily  in  action  which  I  congratulate  myself  on  having  witnessed,  and 
which,  while  I  do  not  presume  to  disturb  its  (jaiet  usefulness  by  anything 
so  incongruous  as  applause,  I  think  it  may,  in  many  ways,  be  profitable  to 

SIictIjohii':  was  not  less  indebted  to  Macready  for  the  revival, 
direction,  and  strcmious  punpiii't  of  its  Literary  Institution,  which 
had  fallen  into  abeyance,  and  was  in  danger  of  total  extinction. 
Ey  his  exertions  and  frequent  assistance  the  lectures  given  to  its 
members  were  renewed.  Dickens,  Thackeray,  Forster,  James 
While,  Wigbtwick,  Bellew,  the  present  Editor,  and  otiier  friends 
of  Macready  visited  him,  and  were  glad  to  support  him  in  Lis 
endeavour  to  restore  animation  to  the  Institution  in  which  he  took 
so  strong  an  interest ;  and  these  gratuitous  lectureB  from  time  to  time 
occasioned  what  in  vutJio  in.sraiiccs  appeared  to  be  almost  fabulous 
additions  to  its  formerly  scanty  funds,  and  rendered  possible  the 
formation  of  a  library,  which  was  further  augmented  by  gifts  of 
books  ironi  Macready  and  bis  friends.     Sometimes  too  he  would 

*  Report  of  Committee,  of  Couneil  on  Education,  18o9-60.  (Eitract  from 
Keprt  fbryeai  18.10,  bv  Her  Uejcstvl.  Inspector  of  Schools,  the  Rev.  W,  H. 
Brooktield.) 
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himself  give  a  ^hakespeariiin  iviuthiLr,  which  ainvicted  the  wholo 
noidrUmvhood,  and  largely  recruited  the  pecuniary  resources  of 
the  Institution. 

There  were  also  established  Institution  Classes;  and  other 
Institutions  in  adjoining  towns  and  counties  were  induced  to 
associate  themselves  in  the  movement.  For  several  years  annual 
competitive  examinations  were  held,  and  prizes  we  re  awarded  of 
considerable  value.  Many  country  gentlemen  took  a  kindly 
interest  in  this  work,  and  encouraged  it  by  their  aid  and  presence. 
But  no  ono  took  Macready's  place  when  he  left  Sherborne,  and  the 
Institution  again  languished  lor  want  of  due  support. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Sherborne  a  gentleman,  soliciting 
subscriptions  for  the  British  Schools,  happened  to  make  his  first 
call  on.  Mac-ready,  and  inl'mmed  him  t>i'  a.  (li'lieiejiey  existing  in 
their  funds.  "  Let  me  see  the  statement,"  said  Macready ;  and 
having  examined  the  account,  shown  to  him,  lie  went  to  his  desk 
and  drew  a  cheque  for  the  whole  of  the  deficiency,  which  amounted 
to  £38. 

The  friend  and  partner  in  Macready's  good  works  at  Sherborne, 
from  whose  recollections  the  preceding  account  of  them  is  chiefly 
drawn,  adds,  "  His  memory  is  still  fresh  among  us,  and  will  live 
here  as  long  as  his  public  fame  endures  in  the  world  at  large ;  and 
children's  children  will  be  taught  to  speak  with  love  and  reverence 
of  Mr.  Macready." 

Two  things  especially  had  attracted  Macready  to  Sherborne: 
one,  the  expected  advantages  of  its  ancient  grammar-school  for 
the  education  of  his  sons;  the  other,  the  interesting  and  roomy 
old  dwelling-house  which,  at  a  moderate  rent,  received  his  then 
large  family,  and  gave  ample  space  for  the  display  of  his  hooks, 
his  prints,  and  his  other  works  of  art. 

Sherborne  House  is  described  in  Iluf chins'  'Dorsetshire'  (vol. 
iv.,  p.  136)  as  "a  largo,  handsome  freestone  mansion  in  St. 
Swithin's  Street,  erected  chiefly  by  Henry  i^rv  incur  Port  man,  Esq., 
who,  about  1720,  left  it  to  his  nephew,  Francis  Seymour  (brother 
of  Edward,  Duke  of  Somerset). 

"  The  staircase  was  painted  by  Sir  James  Thoruhill.  It  is  said 
that  Mr.  Portman  at  first  intended  this  only  as  a  half-way  house 
between  his  Dorset  and  Somerset  estates,  and  that  when  he  after- 
wards proposed  to  give  it  to  his  lady  for  her  residence  after  his 
decease,  she  refused  to  accept  for  her  jointure-house  what  was  at 
first  designed  as  sn  inn,  t.  e.,  an  occasional  resting-place  between 
Bryanston  and  Orchard.  The  architect  was  a  Mr.  Bastard,  of 
Sherborne." 

The  difficulties  of  divided  authority,  which  must  always  to 
some  extent  exist  when  schoolboys  live  at  home  in  their  parents' 
house  in  the  same  town  with  their  school,  were  felt  probably  in 
their  highest  degree  in  Macready's  family.  He  had  strong  opinion;: 
on  matters  of  conduct,  discipline,  and  education,  and  had  been  all 
his   life   accustomed   to  see   his   own    view;-   enforced;  and   long 
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before  other  sad  reasons  came  into  operation  which  would  have 
rendered  the  contiguity  of  the  school  under  any  eirenmslauees 
useless,  it  had  ceased  to  be.  of  any  benelit  to  him. 

The  house,  however,  led  lone  disappointment,  and  was  singularly 
well  fitted  for  its  intended  objects.  It  stood  enclosed  in  its  own 
grounds ;  a  little  retiring  from  the  road  in  front  of  it,  over  which 
there  was  an  uninterrupted  prospect  of  u  pretty  Dorsetshire  land- 
scape. The  style  of  the  building  is  a  favourable  specimen  of  a 
period  when  good  models  Here  studied  and  carefully  followed; 
and  when  architects  were  content  to  consider  the  light  and  coin- 
forts  of  the  interior  of  a  house  as  among  the  first  matters  deserv- 
ing their  attention,  and  the  front  is  a  good  piece  of  plain  renaissance 
work.  Large  gates  closed  either  end  of  a  short  carriage-drive,  or 
sweep,  through  a  small  garden  before  the  house.  The  centre  of  the 
ground  floor  was  occupied  l>y  tin  ample  entrance-hall,  paved  with 
squares  of  black  and  white  marble,  the  scene  of  various  readings 
by  Maeready  to  large  invited  audiences.  On  the  left  was  a  dining- 
room,  pannelled  in  dark  wood.  On  the  right  was  the  library  (a 
remarkably  light  and  cheerful  room),  which  contained  in  handsome 
eases  his  collection  of  books.  This  was  a  good  and  varied  one,  in 
English,  Greek,  Latin,  French,  and  Italian  works,  but  was  not 
especially  rich  in  dramatic  literature. 

The  library  was  sometimes  the  scene  of  private  readings  to 
favoured  guests,  never  to  be  forgotten  by  the  few  who  had  the 
privilege  of  hearing  Shakespeare  and  Milton  interpreted  by  all 
the  art  of  a  life  spent  upon  the  study  of  them.  Macready  would, 
on  these  occasions,  often  begin  in  a  low  tone,  as  if  oppressed  by 
the  weight  of  his  undertaking.  His  voice  would  gradually  rise 
into  power,  like  the  sun  breaking  through  a  fog,  until  he  sent  it 
forth  in  its  full  volume  of  sound.  Its  music  would  then  Bink  and 
rise  in  varied  cadences  and  intonations,  and  it  was  as  if  the  various 
stops  of  a  fine  organ  were  being  by  turns  employed  at  the  will 
of  a  great  player,  calling  into  action  the  toll  power  of  the  instru- 
ment in  a  rich  and  magnificent  combination  of  all  its  qualities. 

Macready  has,  in  more  than  one  recorded  opinion,  refused  to 
recognise  the  reading  of  a  play  before  a  public  audience  as  an 
equivalent  for  its  performance  in  the  usual  manner  upon  the  stage ; 
nevertheless  he  set  the  highest  value  upon  reading  as  the  best  modo 
of  gaining  real  and  profound  knowledge  of  a  great  poet's  works. 
In  a  letter  to  his  kinswoman,  Mrs.  Larden  (nil.-  Lydia  liucknill), 
written  in  the  second  year  of  his  residence  at  Hherborne,  he 
dwelt  emphatically  on  the  importance  of  reading  out  for  tho 
understanding  of  Shakespeare  and  Milton: — 

"  Except  in  a  guess  at  the  genuine  reading  of  a  doubtful  passage, 
the  explanation  of  obsolete  terms,  or  the  description  of  antique 
usages,  notes  to  a  good  poet  are  impertinent.  The  art  of  rcadmy 
is  the  key  to  the  real  understanding  of  Shakespeare — of  Milton — 
of  all  that  is  great.  Looking  into  pei'iiliuriii,-.-,  will  not  help  a 
student ;  ho  begins  at  the  wrong  end.    The  best  idea  he  wilt  get, 
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for  example,  of  Hamlet  from  a  book,  ir  from  the  '  Wilhelm  Meister 
of  Goethe;  Goethe  writes  as  if  lie  felt  tlie  man's  inmost,  feelings, 
and  as  if  he  would  impart  lln.re  I'eeliu^s  in  rending  the  book  to 
any  one.  I  know  of  no  other  critic  who  writes  on  Shakespeare  as 
a  great  actor  and  critic  would  write  if  he  could.  What  critic  will 
help  you  to  feel  Mi] tun  ?  Addison  is  the  best,  but  his  reader  must 
bring  a  great  deal  to  his  aid."    (26th  August,  1852.) 

Resides  the  rooms  already  described  at  Sherborne  House,  there 
was  a  quaint  apartment  on  the  ground -floor  at  the  back  of  tho 
en  trance -hall,  which  went  familiarly  under  the  name  of  the  "  talk," 
It  had  been  elevated  from  baser  domestic  usee  to  the  rank  of  a 
family  sitting-room,  under  Wightwick's  hands,  and  was  the  ha- 
bitual abiding  place  for  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 
Upstairs  a  handsome  drawing-room,  Macready's  own  room,  and  a 
large  guest's  bed-chamber,  occupied  the  front  on  the  first  floor ;  and 
these  rooms  were  approached  through  a  lobby,  decorated  in  Pom- 
peian  style,  which  went  well  in  accordance  with  the  semi-classical 
architecture  of  the  mansion. 

Behind  the  house  was  a  largo  old-fashioned  walled  garden, 
with  turf  and  flower-beds,  passing  into  a  kitchen-garden  and 
orchard,  and  then  into  a  paddock.  It  was  in  this  garden  that 
Maeready  took  much  of  his  out-door  exercise,  and  in  which  lie 
most  loved  to  meditate. 

The  place  was  at  once  in  the  country  and  in  the  town.  The 
town  was  at  hand,  but  unseen,  and  a  few  steps  of  walking  led  into 
the  fields. 

Macready's  absences  from  Sherborne,  after  he  had  settled  there, 
were  neither  frequent  nor  long,  but  some  of  them  were  of  a  most 
sorrowful  kind.  In  the  September  of  the  second  year  (1852)  of  his 
residence  there  he  accompanied  his  wife  to  Plymouth,  where  she 
died ;  and  he  had  to  make  again  the  journey  to  Kensal  Green 
Cemetery — a  melancholy  visit,  repeated  the  following  year  on 
the  occasion  of  the  death  of  his  son  Walter,  and  again  in  1867  on 
the  death  of  his  son  Henry,  whose  long  trials  of  illness  and  sutfer- 
ing  had  made  him  most  dear  to  his  father.  To  this  child  he  had 
been  nurse,  mother,  and  even  physician,  and  to  the  last  hoped  for 
his  restoration  to  health,  after  all  expectation  by  others  o(  recovery 

He  was  however  every  year  for  a  short  time  in  London,  but 
only  on  business,  or  on  matters  connected  with  his  own  health  or 
that  of  his  children ;  and  he  avoided  any  entrance  into  general 
society,  seeking  that  only  of  friends  whom  he  already  knew 
and  liked. 

Aw/itst  1th,  1852. — Maeready  thus  noted  the  death  of  an  old 
friend : — " To  my  deep  ^lii/l'  perceived  the  notice  of  the  death  of 
dear  Count  D'Orsay.  No  one  who  knew  him  and  had  affections 
could  help  loving  him.  Where  he  liked  he  was  most  fascinating 
and  captivating.  It  was  impossible  to  be  insensible  to  his  grace- 
ful, frank,  and  most,  arleetiomiU!  manner.    I  have  reason  to  believe 
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that  lie  liked  me,  perhaps  much,  and  I  certainly  entertained  ths 
most  affectionate  regard  for  him.  He  was  the  most  brilliant, 
graceful,  endearing  man  I  ever  saw^ — humorous,  witty,  and 
clear-headed.  But  the  name  of  D'Orwiy  ah  me  had  a  charm  ;  even 
in  the  most  disiunt  cities  of  the-  tl'jiit.i:d  Stales  all  inquired  with 
interest  about  him. 

In  185i  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  then  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  gave  Macroiidy's  eldest,  vim,  William,  a  writf:rship  in 
Ceylon— an  appointment  in  which  he  afterwards  much  distin- 
guished himself,  and  gained  the  approbation  and  good-will  of  his 
official  superiors  and  colleagues.  To  his  second  son  an  Addis- 
combe  cadetshipfortbe  military  service  of  the  Bast  India  Company 
had  been  previously  given  by  Mr.  Hemes,  when  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control. 

la  1855  Macready  came  up  to  London  to  lake  part  in  the 
dinner  given  to  Thackeray  en  his  dep;ir!i]jv  to  deliver  his  lectures 
in  America;  and  he  has  recorded  tho  visit  under  the  date  of  11th 
October,  1855:— 

"To  London  Tavern.  Met  there  Dickens,  Thackeray,  Jerrold, 
Pollock,  Sfaiiikdd,  Murphy,  fladgtil.c,  Charles  Knight,  Longman, 
Judge  "Wilk's  (who  wished  l.e  know  me),  Ihissell  Sturges,  W. 
Beckett,  Leech,  Mark  Lemon,  P.  Cunningham,  White,  Bradbury, 
Evans,  lioherts,  Spedding,  &o.  The  meeting  was  one  of  men  most 
cordially  disposed  to  be  happy.  All  glad  to  meet  and  pay  a  tribute 
to  &  man  of  genius.  The  dinner  was  superb.  My  place  was 
between  Stnnfield  and  JiuL'e  Willes,  nevt  to  whom  was  Jerrold, 
Stanfield  being  on  the  left  hand  of  Dickens,  who  was  in  the  chair. 
Thedinner  lasted  about  two  hours.  .Diekeus'  spet-clj  was  of  course 
very  good,  but-  not  his  very  best.  Willes  was  surprised  at  tlio 
eloquence  of  Dickens.  Albert  Smith  improvised  a  song  with 
remarkable  felicity,  full  of  point  and  humour,  on  tho  event  and 
observations  of  the  evening.    It  was  a  great  success." 

In  the  following  year  there  is  the  interesting  record  of  a 
morning  visit  to  the  ruins  of  Coven t.  Garden  Tht-ittiv: — 

"  April  itk,  1856.— Passing  by  Covent  Garden  Theatre,  I  stopped 
the  driver,  and  directed  him  to  the  entrance.  The  custos  made 
much  objection  to  my  entrance,  but  on  giving  my  card  and  insist- 
ing that  Mr.  Gye  would  desire  that  I  should  have  admittance,  ho 
yielded,  and  called  a  fireman  to  show  mo  i  ho  inferior.  It  was,  as 
ruin  ever  is,  a  melancholy  sight  ;*  but  it  did  not  affect  me.  It  was 
not  my  theatre,  the  scene  of  my  anxieties,  my  struggles,  my  trials, 
and  iny  sufferings,  and  my  triumphs  :  that  had  long  since  been 
changed." 

In  the  spring  of  1856  Macready  paid  a  short  visit  to  Paris, 
where  Dickens  was  then  staying.  He  saw  Kistoii  act,  visited 
George  Sand,  in  company  with  his  friend  liesriik'-r.  of  the  Como'die 
Francaise,  and  witnessed  part  of  tho  performance  of  her   adapta- 

*  Co-rent  Garden  Theatre  was  destroyed  by  lire,  5th  M;irch,  1856. 
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tation  of  Shakespeare's  '  As  Yon  Like  It,'  which  he  notes  as  a 
failure.* 

■M,y  Rtk,  ISfifi. — He  records  the  death  of  Young  :— 

:-  Read  with  dorp  emotion  the  death  of  '  Charles  Mayne  Young, 
aged  seventy -nine.'  My  struggle  in  professional  life  was  against 
him,  and  for  several  years  wo  were  in  rivalry  together ;  disliking, 
of  course,  but.  stii]  respecting  one  another.  I  am  now  the  only 
one  of  tho  men  who  made  up  that  artistic  constellation  at  Covcnt 
Garden." 

And  he  returned  to  the  subject  on  the  following  day:— 

"The  news  of  Young's  death  yesterday  depressed  me  more  than 
those  who  had  witnessed  oar  contention  for  the  prize  of  public 
favour  could  have  conceived.  I  had  a  very  sincere  respect  for 
him,  No  two  men  could  have  differed  more  in  the  character  of 
their  minds,  in  their  tasks,  pursuits,  arid  dispositions;  but  his 
prudence,  his  consistency  in  his  own  peculiar  views,  and  the  uni- 
form respectability  of  his  conduct  engaged  and  held  fast  my  esteem 
for  him,  from  the  time  that  tho  excitable  I'eelinirs  of  immediate 
rivalry  had  passed  away.  I  am  thankful  that  I  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  proving  that." 

"In  1857  Macrcady  was  in  London  in  tho  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  assisted  as  a  spectator  at  the.  private  theatrical  performances  f- 
given  by  Dickens  at  his  resilience,  Tavistock  House,  Tavistock 
Square;  of  which  he  wrote  to  Lady  Pollock  :  "  It  was  remarkably, 
extraordinarily  clever,  in  all  respects.  The  acting  uncommonly 
good;  I  mean  positively  so,  and  rendered  so  much  more  effective 
by  the  general  harmeny  of  tho  party.  I  do  not  wonder  at  your 
having  recourse  to  your  cambric.  The  performance  excited  me 
very  much." 

Later  in  this  year  he  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Social  Science 
Association  at  Birmingham,  and  paid  a  visit  to  an  old  Eugby 
school-fellow,  the  Walhousc  of  early  days,  who,  in  1812,  took  the 
name  of  Littleton,  was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  in  1834,  and  in 
1835  had  been  created  Lord  Hatherton.  He  gave  also  lectures  at 
Bradford,  Bridport,  Weymouth,  Bfandford,  and  Heading;  and 
spent  part  of  the  autumn  at  Charmouth,  on  the  Dorsetshire  coast, 
which  he  describes  himself  as  leaving  '-with  ivlutfarice,  and  going 
back  to  the  home  which  po~.sess.es  tho  images  of,  and  the  associa- 
tions with,  so  many  lost  ones." 

The  year  1858  was  saddenedby  tiie death,  in  June,  ofMacready's 
daughter  Lydia  (Lillie),  and  it  was  followed  in  November  by  that  of 
his  "  sister  and  friend,"  Letitia,  which  put  an  end  to  the  longest 
companionship  of  his  life  ;  ami  a^a'vi,  ami  twiee  within  six  months, 
the  mournful  journey  to  Loudon  anil  the  slow  procession  to  Kensal 
Green  Cemetery  had  to  be  made. 

*  M.  Dclaunay,  then  a  young  actor  at  the  Theitre  Francis,  was  the 
Orlando,  anil  the  jiifii'fl  was  o'.hevuise  well  iiH.i.'d,  Imt  its  inherent  faults  ol 
construction  nnde  it^  micoiiss  impossible. 

f  'The  Frozen  Deep,'  by  Wilfcic  Collins,  ;ind  Bucks  tone's  furcc  of  Uncle  John, 
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In  tli©  latter  part  of  the  your  ISofJ  Mac-ready  Juft.  his  seclusion 
at  Sherborne  to  say  farewell  to  lii.s  oldest  sou  ;md  his  wife  on  their 
departure  from  Hngland  on  their  returning  to  Ceylon  ;  but  during 
these  years  ho  continued,  as  always,  devoted  to  his  educational 
work,  and  was  occasionally  delivering  lectures  or  readings  at 
Sherborne  and  other  placeB. 

The-  beginning  ol'  the  year  i  Si'ii.i  was;  marked  by  preparations  for 
leaving  Sherborne,  where  the  house  to  which  he  had  retired  from 
London  had  become- too  large  for  his  now  diminished  family,  and 
which  had  now  bo  many  sad  associations  connected  with  it ;  in 
Macready's  own  words,  it  was  "mournful  to  look  on  the  many 
empty  seats  around  the  once  crowded  table,  and  lifo  had  lost  much 
of  its  charm  in  the  absence  of  tbo>e  who-e  presence  once  mado 
its  happiness.''  The  move  to  Cheltenham  now  resolved  upon  was 
therefore  in  every  way  u  desirable  one. 

He  gave  a  final  reading  of  '  Othello,'  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Literary  Institution,  and  on  the  ^Tlhof  }furch,  upon  resigning  the 
presidency  of  the  Institution,  a  handsome  silver  epergne  was  pre- 
sented to  him,  with  ilics  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  expressing 
their  regret  at  his  departure,  and  their  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  the  service:,  rendered  by  him  to  the  society. 

On  the  30th  of  March  he  took  leave  of  his  evening  school,  and 
has  thus  described  the  occasion  :  -'-  T  ^ave  to  them  the  liibles  and 
distributed  the  prizes,  received  lie-  kind  boys'  testimonial  (a hand- 
some silver  paper-knife),  addressed  them  and  i he  assembly,  Dr 
Williams,  and  other  friends.  All  spoke  in  most  affectionate  and 
regretful  terms.  Have  T  not  reason  to  be  grateful  to  God — and 
Mil  I  not  so  f     Jilosscd  be  His  name." 

Macready's  marriage  with  his  second  wife  took  place  in  1800, 
and  was  celebrated  at  St.  John's  Church,  licdland,  Clifton,  on  the 
3rd  of  April  in  that  year.  Mrs.  Macready  was  the  fifth  daughter 
uf  Henry  Spencer,  Esquire,  and  a  grand-daughter  of  Sir  William 
Beechey,  R.A.,  painter  to  George  111.  and  Queen  Charlotte.  His 
residence  for  the  remainder  of  his  days  was  now  fixed  at  Chelten- 
ham, where  a  house  in  Wellington  Square  received  him  and  his 
family,  and  whore  his  life  was  iloui  henceforth  one  of  complete 
retirement.  He  enjoyed  corresponding  with  old  friends,  and  also 
occasional  visits  from  them.  Most  of  his  time  was  spent  in  his 
library  with  his  hooks,  or  in  preparing  for  the  evening  readings, 
which  were  the  delight  of  ids  domestic  circle. 

Macready's  youngest  sou,  Cecil  Frederick  Nevil,  was  born  the 
7th  Of  May,  186^,  and  several  years  succeeded  of  much  tranquil 
happiness. 

The  letters  which  now  follow,  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  hare 
been  selected  from  those  written  by  Macready  to  the  Editor  and 
to  Lady  Pollock,  from  the  time  of  his  retirement  to  Sherborne  until 
the  time  when  he  almost  ceased  to  write  at  all: — 
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Sherborne,  Dorset,  February  6th,  1852. 
My  dear  Pollock, — The;  dale  of  your  letter  looks  reproachfully 
at  me.  But  I  think  I  may  justly  deprecate  any  discontent  with 
the  long-  delay  of  my  acknowledgment,  in  referring  to  the  unhappy 
state  in  which  your  kind  and  welcome  trroi-i  irjir  found  the  inmates 
of  our  homo,  and  in  which  so  many  of  Ihem  have  continued.  Mrs. 
Maeready's  health  is  an  incessant  cause  of  anxiety  to  us.  She  is,  I 
fear,  wasting  under  ;i  disorder  which  medical  science  has  hitherto 
failed  to  reach.  God  knows  to  what  issue  it  will  come  1  But  the 
alternations  of  hope  and  fear,  and  the  needful  attention  even  to  the 
sustaining  of  her  spirits,  occupy  much  of  each  day,  and  will  help 
to  account  for  the  heavy  balance  of  correspondence  against  me. 
We  have  a  sick  room  too  upstairs  ;  but  we  believe  in  the  appear- 
ance of  returning  health,  that  comes  to  gladden  that.  It  was  a 
great  pleasure  to  us  in  our  unusually  joelum-holy  Christmas  time 
to  read  of  your  happy  gathering  at  dear  Dickens's.  I  was  with 
you  all  in  spirit,  ana  could  afterwards  in  your  account  see  the 
happy  looks  of  the  brilliant  crowd,  and  enjoy  the  gaiety  of  such 
a  memorable  evening.  What  shall  I  render  you  for  all  the  de- 
lightful account  of  your  delightful  evening?  What  can  Sherbomo 
have  to  tell  of  itself  that  can  be  worth  listening  to  ?  All  that  has 
happened  to  raise  a  ripple  on  the  dull  surface  of  our  stagnant  life 
has  been  a  sort  of  wirte  which  I  gave  in  the  hall  to  the  members 
of  our  little  Mechanics'  Institution,  in  the  shape  of  a  lecture  on  the 
influence  of  poetry  on  the  mind,  illustrating  my  discourse  with  two 
or  three  recitations,  to  which  they  listened  with  an  earnestness  of 
attention  that  very  much  interested  me-  I  am  quite  sure  you  would 
have  been  deeply  gratified  in  witnes>im:  tin:  decorous  manner,  and 
I  may  say  the  gentlemanly  feeling  that  they  evinced,  withoutany 
occurrence  todisturb  the  pleasant,  even  lime  of  the  entire  ceremony. 
My  poor  wife,  who  was  most  anxious  that  it  should  come  off,  and 
who,  I  fancy,  made  herself  temporarily  better,  that  it  should  do  so, 
sate  upstairs,  listening  to  catch  any  sound  from  below,  and  waiting 
with  efforts  at  patience  for  a  report  of  the  proceedings.  I  am 
striving  to  improve  thi.:  instil  unon,  but  my  country  neighbours  have 
not  much  sympathy  with  the  project  of  elevating  the  operative 
class.  I  trust  that  your  solicitude  for  your  brother  has  been 
happily  relieved  before  this,  and  that  he  has  recovered,  or  may 
hope  to  recover,  the  si^ht  of  his  eye.  31  y  wife,  sister,  and  Katie 
join  with  me  in  affectionate  remembrance  to  Mrs.  Pollock ;  and 
with  every  kindest  wish, 

I  remain  always  and  sincerely  yours, 

W.  0.  Macheady. 

Sherborne,  Dorset,  February  19th,  1852. 

Tms  morning's  post  brings  me,  my  dear  Mrs.  Pollock,  your  kind 
invitation,  which  extorts  from  me,  one  or  two  days  earlier  than  my 
intention,  the  answer  to  your  former  welcome  and  interesting  letter. 
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But  first — you  will  soon  see  in  print  my  reasons  for  not  accepting 
the  pleasure  you  propose  to  me.  1  have  given  notice  to  the  persons 
conducting  1-iiu  affairs  of  (lie  Theatrical  Fund  of  my  inability  to 
undertake  the  duties  of  chairman  at  their  festival.  The  state  of 
Mrs.  Macready's  health  keeps  me  in  such  constant  anxiety,  between 
such  painful  alternations  of  grasping  at  the  shadow  of  any  hope,  and 
sinking  under  an  almost  numbing  depression,  that  I  really  cannot 
bear  to  contemplate  a  responsibility  for  which  I  see  no  prospect  of 
the  ability  to  prepare  myself,  and  which  at  the  very  hist  moment 
I  may  be  compelled  to  relinquish.  It  is  not  therefore  probable 
that  I  shall  leave  home,  at  least  citywards,  for  many  a  day,  my 
presence  being  indispensable  at  home,  and  rendered  more  than  ordi- 
narily so  (if  there  may  be  degrees  in  so  positive  a  necessity)  by  tho 
incapacitating  illness  of  my  suffering  partner.  But  hope  is  the  life 
of  life ;  and  I  cannot  help  looking  out  beyond  these  present  heavy 
months  to  the  brighter  ones  of  summer,  praying  that  they  may 
bring  health  and  cheerfulness  again  to  our  melancholy  abode,  and 
that  with  them  you  and  Mr.  Pollock  and  Julian  will  corno  to  make 
the  summer  holiday,  to  which  wc  bend  our  thoughts  and  straining 
eyes  as  one  of  the  events  of  our  year.  You  think  we  should  not  try 
to  see  beyond  tho  present;  but  when  that  is  dark,  may  we  not  do 
well  to  believe  that  the  little  gleam  along  tho  horizon's  rim  may 
have  sunshine  in  it?  If  you  could  but  know  how  ingenious  and 
how  pertinacious  is  hope  to  those  who,  at  sea,  are  longing  for  a 
sight  of  land,  in  proving  and  insisting  that  the  fog-banks  in  their 
distance  must  he  fm-aiiniiu.  yon  would  concur  in  tho  reasonahle- 
ness  of  our  clinging  to  the  belief  that  the  summer  must  be  well 
with  us,  repaying  us  for  much  that,  under  such  expectations,  we 
are  contented  to  undergo.  5Irs.  Macready  sends  her  love  to  you, 
and  participates  with  Katie  and  my  sister  and  myself  in  all  our 

I  was  very  much  amused  with  your  description  of  the  mario- 
nettes ;  it  was  so  faithful  that  I  saw  them  distinctly,  as  I  remember 
them  at  Rome,  where  I  used  to  give  my  nightly  attendance  at 
their  theatre.  On  one  occasion  I  recollect  the  arkccl.irio  was 
exciting  the  bursts  of  laughter  of  the  audience,  when  the  tinkling 
of  a  bell  was  heard  from  the  street— the  performance  suddenly 
stopped,  the  whole  audience  went  down  upon  their  knees,  I,  of 
course,  among  the  rest  {"At  Borne,"  &c),  and  till  the  sound  of 
the  bell  had  ceased  to  be  heard,  the  silence  was  profound.  I 
whispered  to  my  neighbour,  "  What  is  that?"  She  answered,  "It 
is  tho  Lord."  It  was  the  Host  being  carried  to  a  dying  person.* 
I  quite  agree  with  you  that  our  nciors  and  actresses  might  take 
a  lesson  in  unconsciousness  that  would  greatly  benefit  their 
audiences,  from  (hose  earnest  players.  The  mere  recollection  of 
them  is  a  pleasure  fa  me.  I  have  been  interrupted  in  my  letter 
by  a  two  hours'  visit  from  an  interesting  person,  who  lectured  at 

•  This  anecdote  also  occurs  in  the  '  Kcminiscences,'  p.  204 
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our  little  Institution  last  night  on  '  Milton  as  a  Man,'  and  gave  us 
a  very  eloquent  discourse.  He  has  just  left  me,  but  with  little 
time  to  finish  my  letter,  which  however  is  already  quite  long 
enough.  I  was  truly  glad  to  hear  that  your  good  husband  had 
quite  recovered  from  his  severe  cold,  ol"  which  i'orster  had  in- 
formed me  also.  I  wish  he  could  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  mild, 
and  ye*  bracing  air ;  but  I  trust  he  will  when  I  hero  is  more  shade, 
and  more  need  of  it. 

I  cannot  imagine  how  you  can  have  possessed  yourself  with  the 
idea  that  Gertrude  was  a  participator  in  the  murder  of  Hanilet. 
The  random  words  in  that  moment  of  maddening  excitement  are 
not  meant  to.  couple  the  two  acts  of  murder  and  marriage  as  crimes 
of  his  mother.  The  furious  intimation  of  his  father's  fate  is  one  of 
those  evidences  of  penetration  into  the  human  heart  on  which  one 
cannot  reason,  one  can  only  feel  that  Shakespeare's  genius  is  above 
all  laws  of  art.  The  words  are  incouseqNj'id,  I  hey  are  unjustifiable; 
but  they  are  what  Hamlet  would  have  said,  and  it  would  be  a 
reasonable  argument  that,  under  similar  circumstances,  they  must 
have  been  said,  such  actual  truth  of  feeling  is  in  their  opposition 
to  the  truth  of  fact.  I  feci  certain  that  I  could  satisfy  you  upon 
the  point  with  the  book  before  me,  because  then  I  could  use 
Shakespeare's  language  in  place  of  my  own,  which  I  have  been 
more  used  to,  and  which  1  could  apply  so  much  more  effectually 
to  my  argument.  He,  Hamlet,  moreover,  would  not  load  his  nncle 
with  all  those  terms  of  obloquy  and  vituperation  if  his  mother 
merited  her  share  of  them.  I  havo  not  time  to  write  a  more 
logical  and  sane  reply  to  your  question ;  but  I  will  moat  gladly 
defer  the  discussion  of  the  point  until  ivc  uim  debute  it  in  full  synod 
here,  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  satisfy  you,  for,  I  repeat,  it  is  a  matter 
to  feel,  and  not  to  reason  on.  Give  my  very  kindest  regards  to  your 
husband,  of  whom  .1.  hor.ie  to  hear  eon)  inued  t-ood  aeeonnts.  I'hato 
and  fear  all  kinds  of  colds  and  coughs — I  have  too  much  reason. 
Always  believe  me, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  C.  Mackeady. 


28,  Berkeley  Siuinre,  Bristol,  May  28th,  1852. 

My  dear  Mbs.  Pollock, — As  I  look  upon  the  date  of  your  first 
letter,  for  there  are  two  lying  before  me,  I  am  disposed  to  repine 
and  be  angry  with  myself  that  it  should  have  been  so  very  long 
since  you  heard  from  me.  But  in  this  life  there  are  few  evils 
that  do  not  carry  some  consoling  reflections  with  them ;  and  whilst 
I  regret  that  the  interval  between  my  letters  should  have  been  so 
long,  I  have  a  selfish  satisfaction  in  learning  that  it  seems  so  to 
you.  How  happy  should  1  bo  if  I  had  less  irrave  reasons  for  my 
long  silence,  and  that  I  had  the  direct  cMntWsiijii  of  neglect  anil 
idleness  to  make,  with  the  confidence  I  should  at  the  same  timo 
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have  in  your  indulgence !  But  what  may  appear  to  distant  friends 
an  idle  lifts  is  morn  engro^siid  l>y  cares  ;uui  occupations,  where 
sickness  is,  than  any  but  those  who  have  experience  of  this  sad 
condition  of  our  existence  can  bo  aware  of.  There  is  no  longer 
regularity  or  certain  command  of  time,  when  that  sickness,  which 
keeps  its  attendants  and  watchers  in  constant  agitation  of  hopo 
and  fear,  has  fixed  itself  in  our  abode.  How  often  is  the  hour  or 
hours,  in  which  with  lighter  spirits  any  employment  or  amusement 
might  be  undertaken,  given  np  to  lonely  silence,  in  which,  with  the 
feeling-  that  we  cannot  use  our  minds  over  other's  thoughts,  we  sit 
and  brood  over  our  own,  recalling  what  has  been  enjoyed,  or  con- 
templating the  possibility  of  what  is  to  be  feared  i  TJiis  has  been 
my  condition,  and  is  yet  to  be :  my  only  hope  is  God's  indulgent 
mercy.  I  have  bad  occupation  too— in  various  ways  j  and  perhaps 
it  may  seem  strange  that  I  did  not  make  my  acknowledgment  of 
your  letter  part  of  my  occasional  employment.  My  reason  was, 
that  others  would  be  less  considerate  and  indulgent  than  you,  and 
that  therefore  I  might  be  worldly  wise  in  escaping  reproach  where 
it  was  to  be  apprehended,  and  in  availing  myself  of  friendship's 
charity  where  I  was  sure  it  would  be  extended. 

You  wish  to  know  "  how  we  are  going  on :"  my  answer  cannot 
be  counted  on  for  successive  days ;  for  the  complexion  of  our  life 
takes  colour  from  my  poor  wife's  varying  state.  At  times  we  are 
encouraged  to  sanguine  hope,  and  presently  all  the  promise  that 
had  beguiled  us  seems  taken  from  us.  All  are  well  at  home  except 
the  one  whose  dangerous  illness  makes  us  even  still  more  sensible 
how  precious  she  is  to  us  all.  You  will  see  by  my  date  that  I  only 
repeat  to  you  the  substance  of  the  reports  I  receive,  which  have 
been— not  worse  than  I  had  reason  to  hope.  And  I  did  not  thank 
you  for  remembering  my  birthday ! — and  yet  I  did,  most  fervently, 
as  I  read  your  letter,  though  the  words  were  not  written  down.  I 
am  confident  you  give  me  credit  for  so  much.  Now  to  convince 
you  that,  though  no  written  answer  has  been  returned  to  your 
letter,  the  subject  of  it  has  been  in  my  mind,  I  am  going  to  make  a 
confession  that  will  amuse  you,  although  it  is  one  of  which  I  ought 
to  be  somewhat  ashamed.  Suppose  mo  standing  before  you  with 
self-convicted  looks,  the  deepest  brick-dust,  Mush  that  my  com- 
plexion can  take,  and,  at  last,  covering  my  face  with  my  hands, 
groaning  out  the  avowal,  ;l  T  hud  never  road  '  Clarissa  Harlowo !' " 
How  I  have  got  through  nearly  sixty  yeats  of  existence  without 
this  needful  qualification  for  admission  into  intelligent  society,  and 
yet  passed  muster,  must  appear  so  strange  to  you,  that  you  will 
suspect  me  of  making  occasionally  false  pretences  to  an  acquaint- 
ance that  was  above  me.  My  conscience  however  acquits  me  of  all 
such  social  swindling,  for  how  I  obtained  so  much  information  I 
cannot  tell,  but  I  was  not  only  acquainted  with  the  story  in  ils 
general  outline,  but  was  familiar  with  several  of  the  characters,  and 
knew  the  particulars  of  some  of  the  mt»>t  interesting  incidents. 
I  suppose  I  must    have    listened  with  the  affected  indifferenco 
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(disguising  the  deepest  attention)  of  conscious  ignorance,  when 
the  merits  of  the  work  have  been  discussed.  You  might  however 
have  suspected  mo  of  imposiiire  if  I  luul  replied  to  your  reference 
upon  the  Vii£iie  idea  1  had  of  the  novel ;  and  therefore  to  be  honest, 
At  the  expense  of  my  character  for  punctuality,  I  have  read  the 
eight  volumes !  How  much  therefore  have  1  to  be  grateful  to  you 
for !  It  is  really  a  satisfaction  to  have  added  to  one's  store  of 
recollections  and  reflections  the  maxims  and  the  characters  to 
which  you  have  opened  my  eyes.  In  regard  to  that  peculiar  merit 
which  you  attribute  to  the  book,  viz.  Wb  womanly  expression  ol 
womanly  feelbgin Clarissa,  lam  not  quite  so  certain  that  it  strikes 
one  at  the  outset;  and  am  almost  persuaded  to  believe  that  we  fall 
into  the  admission  as  we  get  involved  in  the  interest  of  the  events. 
It  is  rather,  I  think,  a  nice  point  to  determine:  certainly  my 
mind  is  not  conclusively  made  up  in  respect  to  it.  This  however 
is  suro,  that  I  have  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  my  obligation 
to  you  for  the  gratification  of  its  perusal.  Of  the  dramnli*.  ptrnmit 
I  think  Miss  Howe,  bating  a  little  excess  of  woman's  first  tempter, 
is  the  most  lovable.  Clarissa  is  not  to  be  pardoned  for  her  in- 
clining to  such  a  perfectly  detestable,  I  think  disgusting  person  as 
Lovelace — Iago  I  conceive  a  preferable  character. 

But  I  forget  that  I  am  wasting  my  paper  and  your  time  if  yon 
condescend  to  read  all  this  rambling  stuff,  and  no  word  about 

Cisant,  pretty  Esther  *— for  she  must  be  very  pretty,  having 
t  beauty  which  irradiates  even  what  might  be  formless  and 
colourless,  expressive  of  sweetness.  My  complaint  against  '  Bleak 
House'  is  the  monthly  interval.  I  have  just  read  the  June  number, 
and  am  impatient  lor  July.  I  began  this  letter  at  Bristol,  where 
I  have  been  leetuiin;;  without,  like  Thelwall,  -'being  pelted"— 
but  am  hardly  yet  quite  certified  that  I  may  not  have  been  guilty 
of  deserving  the  tribute  for  my  impertinence.  Mrs.  Macready  has 
had  several  successive  good  days,  and  we  believe,  and  try  to 
persuade  her,  she  must  be  on  the  way  to  recovery.  Unhappily, 
she  is  not  blessed  with  a  hopeful  disposition.  Oh,  what  a  boon 
of  good  was  hope  !  What  should  we  be  without  it  ?  But  I  am 
really  shocked  to  find  myself  thus  unmercifully  writing  on.  Give 
my  very  kindest  regards  to  your  husband,  and  tell  him  that  his 
turn  will  come  next,  and  that  I  will  very  soon  inflict  my  tediousness 

I  am  always, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  0.  Maohkatiy. 

Sherborne,  Dorset,  July  ,rith,  1853. 
My  hear  Pollock,— What  can  it  signify  how  1  have  been  deterred 
so  long  from  ackiiuwli-d^ins:  yuiir  lu.-n  letter  if  mine  of  the  blame 
of  my  delay  can  be  imputed  to  delect ivo  will?     I  have  been  more 
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busy  than  to  yon,  bnstlingain  Hie  world,  I  may  seem  to  have  been  ; 

and  the  intervals  of"  leisure  sicotirdod  to  me  have  been  rendered  of 
little  avail  by  the  state  of  low  spirits  in  which  the  sad  prospects 
of  our  home  have  so  eoristamly  Mink  ma  I.  have  been  going  to 
write  to  you — I  cannot  count  the  times — but  repeatedly  have 
found  that  I  had  not  tho  heart.  Yon  will,  I  know,  be  glad  to  think 
that  my  handwriting  is  an  evidence  of  change  to  brighter  views;  but 
1  am  compelled  to  cast  a  damp  on  nil  .such  friendly  hopes.  Mrs. 
Macready's  state  of  health  continues  to  occasion  us  the  same 
anxiety,  wearing  down  the  elasticity  of  hope.  We  have  a  gleam 
of  encouragement  from  this  sunny  weather ;  but  our  expectations 
have  been  so  frequently  disappointed  that  we  now  distrust  these 
temporary  indications  of  amendment,  and  can  only  give  faith  to 
what  will  seem  almost  a  miraculous  restoration.  She  desires  her 
kindest  regards  to  you  and  Mrs.  Pollock,  and  wishes  me  to  say, 
that,  to  see  Ibis  beautiful  sunshine,  and  not  to  have  you  basking 
and  idling  in  it,  gives  her  additional  cause  of  impatience  with  her 
unyielding  malady.  In  every  little  respite  from  suffering  her 
spirits  rise,  and  ws  have  looked  forward  through  the  year  with 
such  earnest  hope,  that  the  loss  of  tins  anticipated  happiness  is 
very  keenly  felt  by  her. 

How  much  I  participate  in  her  regrets,  and  can  but  ill  repress 
my  repinings!  I  have  had  no  holiday  since  I  saw  yon,  and  this 
was  to  recompense  me  for  my  dreary  year.  To-day  we  have  everj 
door  and  window  open,  and  here  I  sit  as  in  a  tent,  only  cooler, 
with  those  bright  pre  on  fields  and  rich  woods  direct  in  prospect. 
It  isqutteadayt.ii  saunter  in  the  simile,  and  talk  about.  Shakespeare, 
and  rake  up  all  solacing  and  strengthening  thoughts  from  the 
pages  of  the  unfashionable  poets.  But  we  will  hope  this  is  to  be, 
though  now,  unhappily  for  me,  it  is  not. 

Your  letter  to  mo  was  very  interesting,  though  very  much 
engrossed  by  politics.  Now  the  question  comes  on— of  what  the 
country  has  to  say  to  Lord  Derby  V  for  as  yet  no  actual  parly 
Stands  up  against  him.  The  hostility  to  bim  is  hypothetical,  for 
he  does  not  seem  to  me  even  yet  to  have  distinctly  stated  what 
his  purposes  are,  and  therefore  the  question  for  or  against  must 
with  many  stand  upon  an  "if  "—with  those  who  are  not  directly 
pledged  to  party.  There  are  agents  at  work  which  make  the 
question  of  government  of  much  less  impoHjinee  than  it  once  was; 
powers  in  action  that  will  bear  on  mankind  above  the  control  of 
individual  minds — tbe  rn.il  ways,  The  telegraph,  the  ire.  Id -fie  Ids,  and 
tho  inevitably  rapid  rise  of  the  colonies  to  importance.  The 
genius  to  guide,  and  to  abstain  from  iuicvmedilling  or  obstructing, 
is  what  we  seem  (as  I  think)  to  want.  If  Lord  Derby  has  the 
greatness  of  mind  to  aef:  upon  the  lesson  Colbert,  received  of  laiasez 
fain:,  ho  will  be  equal  to  the  time — and  what  greater  praise  could 
political  genius  achieve  ?  I  kit  it  .is  much  to  expect  from  ordinary 
politicians,  who  rarely  appreciate  tho  merit  of  knowing  how  to 
rely  on  what  Calhoun  termed  "  masterly  inactivity." 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


Letters.  69] 

We  have  no  contest  in  -our  comity  ;  Tint  a  candidate  from  Sher- 
borne lias  sinvU'rt  for  TirighUm,  to  the  amusement  of  all  his 
townsmen.  If  he  succeeds  I  think  I  shall  start  at  the  next 
election.  Let  me  not  forget  to  ask  you  if  yon  think  Mr.  Bahbage 
likely  to  be  able  to  assist  me  in  reeommending  for  a  lecture  on 
mine  scientific  subject,  some  able  man,  whose  istyle  is  popular,  and 
whose  charge  would  be  moderate,  for  our  little  Literary  Insti  t .11  lion ; 
iis  session  begins  in  October  next,  and  continues  through  the 
winter.  It  is  an  association  in  which  I  take  great  interest,  and 
for  the  advancement  of  which  I  find  great  difficulty  in  awakening 
any  ardour  among  our  slow  people.  Time  is  rushing  away  with 
me,  though  '  Bleak  House'  makes  the  months  appear  long.  I 
suppose  you  see  poor  Forster,  who,  I  think,  must  be  getting 
better.  Remember  me  most  kindly  to  Mrs,  Pollock — a  most  un- 
willing remembrance. 

And  believe  me  always 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

"W.  C.  Macebadt. 


Plymouth,  September  23rd,  1852. 
My  dear  Pollock,— The  event  so  long  dreaded  has  come  to 
pass.  It  is  God's  will,  and  to  this  thought,  and  to  the  faith  that 
thero  is  mercy  and  good  in  all  He  purposes,  I  turn  for  support  in 
an  uiiiii;tJ!!ii  wild  under  a  bereavement  that  takes  the  sunshines  fruiti 
my  remaining  life.  I  have  neither  heart-  nor  words  to  dwell  upon 
this  subject. 

Yon  will  say  all  that  is  most  kinel  for  me  to  your  wife  and  to 
Mits  T 1  ■. i-rifs,  and  believe  me  always 

Tour  sincere  friend, 

W,  C.  Maceeadt. 
I  go  to  London  to-morrow. 


Sherborne,  Dorset,  October  29th,  1852. 
My  bear  Mks,  Poliock, — My  reading  has  been  very  little 
varied  of  late.  The  time  I  have  bad  out  of  school  hours  has  been 
given  to  correspondence  and  the  perusal  of  authors  who  deal  but 
little  with  works  of  the  imagination.  I  am  therefore  left  far 
behind  by  the  reading  world,  not  even  being  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  'Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.'  which  every  one  seems  to  have 
read.  I  have  not  seen  Guizot  upon  Shakespeare,  which,  if  you 
send  to  me,  I  will  read  as  speedily  as  1  can,  and  return  it  in 
reasonable  time.  Though  I  must  confess  to  you  I  do  not  often 
derive  much  pleasure  from  Hie  endeavours  of  critical  writers  to 
explain  to  us  their  own  ideas  of  that  unapproachable  genius,  or  lo 
teach  us  what  should  be  ours.  I  think  Dumas,  with  all  the 
extravagant  enthusiasm  of  his  nature,  yet  gives  but  a  truthful 
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summing-up  of  the  universal  qualities  with  which  that  mind  was 
stored.  When  I  have  looked  on  Niagara,  which  I  havedone  as  often 
in  my  life  as  I  could,  and  with  an  actually  fascinated  deliglit,  I 
have  felt  it  to  be  an  impertinence  to  attempt  its  description  ;  and 
nothing  that  I  liave  ever  seen  on  the  subject  has  shaken  my 
convietion.  My  opinions  ou  the  all  but  miraculous  power  of 
Shakespeare  arc  very  similar.  He  has  always  appeared  to  me  to 
be  nearest  in  affinity  to  the  creative  mind  of  anything  earthly ;  and 
I  am  disponed  to  believe  that  persons  in  writing  upon  him  are  less 
anxious  to  diffuse  and  make  more  manifest  his  glories  tlian  to  gain 
a  little  lustre  to  themselves  by  coming  within  tho  wide  circle  of 
his  radiance.  This  is  not  a  very  good  spirit,  you  will  think,  in 
which  to  examine  the  judgment  of  M.  Guizot.  Of  all  that  I  have 
read  on  Shakespeare,  I  prefer,  though  even  then  with  some  reser- 
vations, GocaIkj'^  i'ciilu-vUs  <>n  -Hamlet '  m  Ills  '  Willielra  Meister.' 

Let  me  thank  you,  for  I  am  idly  rambling  on,  for  your  most  kind 
inquiries.  We  are  wearing  time  away  in  a  monotonous,  but  I  hope 
not  altogether  an  unimproving  nianncr.  The  health  of  our  home 
is,  thank  God,  griml,  and  day  succeeds  day  with  but  little  change 
in  each  to  distinguish  it.  I  am  far  from  complaining  of  this 
settled  quiet,  which  perhaps  some  might  tc-rin  gloom  ;  as  I  cannot 
recall  the  past,  it  is  my  chief  indulgence  to  enjoy  its  memories. 
Our  weather  is  cold  and  damp,  and  the  autumn  leaves  are  taking 
their  deepest  tints,  and  baffling  the  labours  of  the  gardener  to  keep 
his  walks  clear.  Remember  me  with  every  kindest  expression  of 
regard  to  your  husband;  and  with  my  sister's  and  Katie's  best 
love,  believe  me  ever, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Maceeaoy. 


Sherborne,  Dorset,  March  loth,  1833. 

My  bear  Mrs.  Pollock, — For  these  five  or  six  days  past  I  have 
put  off  to  tho  next  my  purpose,  long  delayed,  of  writing  to  you, 
in  the  hope  that  the  rheumatism,  wlikh  has  incapacitated  me, 
would  give  way  to  patience,  and  the  more  active  remedies  I  have 
been  trying.  To-day  I  am  out  of  pain  ;  but  am  rebuked,  whilst  I 
am  gratified,  by  the  arrival  of  your  undeserved  and  most  kind 
token  of  remembrance. 

You  may  readily  uoneiriv^  with  what  hesitation  I  now  speak  of 
a  future  in  tliis  life.  Uncertainty  and  doubt  are  ever  present  to 
me  in  every  promise.  But  still  among  those  "whispers"  that 
hope  gives  of  "  promised  pleasure,"  I  have  listened  with  tlie 
greatest  delight  to  that  which  repeats  the  probability  that  my 
friend  Pollock  and  yourself  will  make  your  villeggiatwa  with  us 
for  at  least  some  part  of  the  summer.  So  much  lifts  befallen  us 
since  you  were  here,  to  cast  shadows  on  our  walls,  tliat  I  cannot 
hold  out  to  either  of  you  any  allurement  beyond  "the  air  and 
skies,"  which  we  think  have  health  in  their  breezes.    If  for  these 
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and  our  rural  walks  yon  would  literally  domesticate  with  us  for  ft 
time,  it  would  greatly  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  my  Rummer.  My 
Katie  will  be  at  home  to  pour  out  raptures  about  her  Eden  to  you, 
and  I  will  go  back  to  Shakespeare  lor  the  die  entanglement  of  any 
knotty  critical  question,  that  may  divide  and  perplex  us.  For  any 
effect  that  I  once  might  have  been  able  to  lend  his  magie  verse  by 
the  power  of  voice  the  day  is  past.  The' instrument  no  longer 
obeys  the  master's  hand.  But  this  is  not  strange  in  a-  world  of 
changes  and  decay.  Will  you  then  take  yonrlodgingsat  Sherborne 
House,  and, "  greatly  independent "  of  us  for  your  amusement,  will 
you  give  us  the  holiday  we  shall  enjoy  in  your  society  ?  You  will 
understand  me  that  I  do  not  propose  making  strangers  of  yon,  and 
scarcely,  in  the  general  acceptation,  visitors,  but  would  wish  that 
you  should  make  up  your  minds  to  our  homely  country  home  as 

My  hand  is  slower  than  its  wont,  and  there  is  Time's,  which 
never  has  rheumatism,  moving  rapidly  on  to  the  post  half-hour. 

Of  the  two  quotations  from  Shakcspearo  and  Pope,  I  cannot  but 
think  each  admirably  adapted  to  the  respective  feeling  of  the 
utterer,  and  doubt  whether  one  was  suggested  by  the  other.  But 
this  may  be  matter  of  discussion  hereafter:  I  think  Collier  has 
stumbled  upon  a  very  precious  bundle  of  restorations,  among 
which  there  may  be  mistakes  of  the  ear  and  misreading  of  the 
handwriting,  and,  again,  differences  of  opinion  even  on  the  truth. 
But  from  what  I  have  read,  I  think  the  discovery  a  great  boon  to 
the  readers  of  Shakespeare.  1  have  seen  Tennyson's  corrections 
and  additions,  and  think  them  very  great  improvements  to  a  very 
noble  ode. 

Here  is  a  second  summons,  you  will  say,  in  good  time. 

Iwasmuch  interested  by  your  .account  of  Hurt-'fownsend  and 
Forster— but  that  too  must  be  laid  upon  the  same  shelf  with  "  the 
hand  across  the  vast." 

I  shall  be  in  London  next  month,  but  on  a  hurried  visit  of 
business.     I  shall  not  fail  however  to  see  you. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  your  husband ;  and  with  my 
sister's  love,  and  all  due  fulfilment  of  your  messages,  I  hastily  but 
must  heartily  subscribe  myself, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  G.  Macbeadt. 


Sherborne,  Dorset,  Jnne  23rd,  1853. 

My  deab  Mrs.  Pollock,— These  two  last  days  the  aching  of  my 
eyes  (from  looking  long  on  paper,  and  from  the  said  eyes  being  so 
much  the  worse  for  wear)  has  obliged  me  to  defer  my  acknow- 
ledgment of  your  interesting  letter  of  the  12th-13th,  which  I  had 
decided  should  be  answered  to-day  without  fail,  when  lo !  your 
brief  note  comes  as  a  sort  of  reminder  to  me  of  my  long  delay. 
Well,  but  now  I  must  settle  thia  last  account  first.    We  have  been 
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counting  on  you  for  the  first  week  in  July;  but  shall  be  delighted 
to  have  you  at  your  own  time,  for  what  is  most  agreeable  and 
convenient  to  you  both  will  be  most  in  accordance  with  my 
wishes.  You  know  it  is  a  sort:  of  "  moated  grange  "  to  which  you 
venture  yourselves,  and  to  which  you  give  a  pleasure  that  its 
un-cheery  gloom  cannot  hope  to  reflect  to  you.  Fix,  therefore, 
your  own  date  to  your  arrival,  and  I  will  mark  it  or  "  set "  it 
with  golden  letters  in  my  calendar. 

Your  account  of  the  Cologne  minstrels  almost  drew  me  up  to 
London  ;  if  I  could  have  fashioned  any  excuse  of  a  grave  kind  that 
would  have  justified  me  to  myself  in  running  away  for  three  or 
lour  ilny.s,  1  certainly  should  have  been  found  among  the  happy 
number  who  lent  their  ravished  ears  to  the  music  you  describe  so 
enthusiastically,  and  which  seems  to  reach  my  idea  of  the  per- 
fection of  the  power  of  harmony.  But  "  fate  has  fast  bound  me," 
and  I  must  be  satisfied  with  listening  io  the  birds  around  me,  and 
finding  melody  in  the  cadences  of  Shakespeare's  and  Milton's  lines. 
This  is  all  the  music  that  our  Bceotian,  not  Arcadian,  town  can 
afford.  You  will  let  me  kuow  when  we  may  expect  you,  how  soon 
after  the  7th  of  July.  Katie  and  Willie  are  both  with  me,  and  the 
latter  much  imoemed  in  health  by  his  absence.  To-day  is  the  first 
of  summer  we  have  had,  and  is  really  one  uhieb  we  might  pass 
under  heaven's  roof.  London  will  begin  to  feel  very  prisonlike, 
I  should  imagine,  if,  as  1  hope  it.  may,  this  weather  continues. 
Our  freer  country  air  will  then,  '1  trust,  tie  more  welcome  to  you 


Bourliemmi1.li,  Hants,  August  9th,  1853. 

My  dear  Poijook  —  In  my  desire  fo  be  furnished  with  abundant 
gifts  to  my  adopted  institution,  for  so  the  apathy  of  our  Sher- 
bornian  magnates  will  justify  me  hi  calling  it,  1  took  advantage 
of  yesterday's  post  to  enclose  a  message  ol'  inquiry  to  yon  in  my 
hasty  acknowledgment  of  yours  and  Mrs.  Pollock's  kindness  ;  and 
to-day  I  follow  it  with  my  apologies  for  pressing  on  you  so  start- 
ling an  invitation  in  so  ahmpi.  a  manner.  This,  however,  I  know 
you  will  readily  oxense.  Whether  you  will  as  readily  feel  disposed 
to  come  and  tell  my  rustic  friends  who  Dante  was,  what  were  his 
aims,  and  the  objects  of  his  life,  and  how  they  were  frustrated  :  on 
what  pinnacle  of  fame  he  stands,  and  what  was  the  kind  of  work 
that  placed  him  there—"  that  is  the  question."  If  my  lungs  had 
held  good,  and  my  head  were  equal  to  the  employment,  I  should 
apply  their  powers  in  this  way,  and  endeavour  "to  scatter  plenty" 
u)'  knowledge  among  my  less  fortunate  fellow-men.  But  I  am  a 
worn-out  instrument,  and  have  to  content  myself  with  the  manifes- 
tation of  my  will. 

I  was  very  much  interested  by  your  remarks  on  the  German 
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Hamlet,  With  much  attention  to  the  various  criticisms  I  have 
seen  onDevrient,  lam  disposed  to  regard  him  as  a  very  second-rate 
mind.  You  characterise  his  performance  as  "  frigid  and  tiresome." 
There  is  a  volume  in  those  two  words.  The  morbidly-acute  sensi- 
bility and  sensitiveness  of  Hamlet  to  ho  frozen  up  and  stagnated  in 
a  declaiming  ami  attitudinizing  statue  or  automaton  leaves  room 
for  no  further  remark,  hut  induces  me  to  submit  to  you,  whether 
you  have  not  conceded  more  to  the  actor  than  he  can  rightly  claim 
in  pronouncing  "his  utjilurs-iiindins  of  the  character  to  be  correct." 
We  apply  these  terms  of  praise  (and  they  are  high  praise) 
erroneously,  I  think,  to  a  man  who,  in  his  delivery,  shows  us  ho 
understands  the  words  he  is  ut  (erring.  Hut  to  fathom  the  depths  of 
character,  to  tract  its  latent  motives,  to  feel  jis  iintst quiverings  of 
emotion,  to  comprehend  the  thoughts  that  are  hidden  under  words, 
and  thus  possess  oneself  of  the  actual  mind  of  llic  individual  man, 
is  the  highest  reach  of  tlie-pluyer's  art,  and  is  an  .achievement  that 
I  have  discerned  bnt  in  few.  Kean— when  under  the  impulse  of 
his  genius  he  scorned  to  dutch  the  whole  idea  of  the  man — was 
an  extraordinary  instance  among  those  possessing  the  faculty  of 
impersonation.  But  if  he  missed  the  character  in  his  first  attempt 
at  conception  he  never  could  recover  it  by  study.  Mrs.  Siddons, 
in  a  loftier  style,  and  to  a  greater  extent,  had  this  intuitive  power. 
Indeed  she  was  a  marvel— I  might  almost  say  a  miracle.  John 
Kemblo  is  greatly  overrated,  I  think,  by  the  clever  men  who,  in 
their  first  enthusiasm,  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  skirts  of  his  glory. 
Neither  in  Hamlet,  nor  ".Hai-beth,  nor  even  in  the  passionate  parts 
of  Coriolanus  did  he  give  me  the  power  of  belief  in  him.  He  was 
very  clever  in  points,  and  magnificent  in  person.  But  what  am  I 
do  in;:,  and  where  havo  T  been  led''  reading  you  a  dull  discourse 
on  matters  that  you  must  be  very  iadilhveiit  about.  Well,  as 
Falstaff  says  of  himself  I  may  say  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  "  I 
have  much  more  to  say  on  behalf  of  that,  same  Hamlet,"  but  I 
cannot  help  smiling  as  I  think  of  the  much  already  said. 

I  grow  very  angry  in  turning  to  politics,  and,  hating  war  as  I 
do,  cannot,  help  wishing  that  crafty  and  grasping  barbarian  Czar 
may  have  his  battalions  pushed  into  the  Pruth,  Cronstadt  and 
Odessa  beaten  about  his  ears,  and  some  dexterous  Orloff  afterwards 
found  to  relieve  mankind  from  his  tyrannous  machinations !  You 
see  what  a- sanguinary  politician  I  ami.  I  must  admit  a  most 
cordial  abhorrence  of  Eussian  Czars  and  Czarinas,  from  Peter  the 
Brute  inclusive,  down  to  this  worthy  descendant,  who  regards 
himself  as  having  a  mission  to  stop  the  march  of  human  progress! 
QuoxiH'iue  tttwlm  *  T  am  looking  for  Forster  in  about  a  month, 
though  he  tells  me  he  has  fallen  lame  again   since  his  return  from 

I  am  ever  alwnjs,  dear  Pollock, 

Most  sincerely  years, 

W.  C.  Macbeadt. 
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Sherborne,  Dorset,  August  21st,  1853. 

My  deah  Pollock, — I  am  very  hardly  driven  for  time,  having 
been  obliged  to  make  the  whole  afternoon  one  of  business,  aiitl 
my  reluctance  to  lose  another  post  (for  I  wished  to  write  two 
days  ago)  will  not  let  mo  defer  to  to-morrow  what  I  can  do, 
though  so  hastily,  to-day. 

Imprimis,  will  you  he  Hie  medium  for  carrying  my  best  thanks 
to  Mrs.  Pollock  for  the  very  elegant,  volume  1  received  yesterday, 
which  I  shall  always  greatly  prize,  and  shall  read— indeed  am 
reading. 

Next,  I  have  sent  to  Montagu  Squaro  two  small  books,  one  Basil 
Montagu's  'Selections,'  for  Mrs.  Vollotk,  and  the  other,  Feltham's 
'Resolves'  for  yourself,  if  you  will  gratify  me  by  accepting  if. 
There  is  much  good  thonght  in  it,  and  therefore  much  to  set  yon 
thinking.  They  are  both  very  favourite  books  of  mine,  to  which 
I  very  often  recur. 

Now  on  the  matter  of  the  lent  urn  you  take  a  more  profound  view 
of  the   subject  than  I  desire.    I  should  like,  my  friends  to  be 

awakened  to  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  such  a  man  as  Dante 

who,  if  they  ever  heard  the  word,  is  a  myth  to  them  !  Now  for 
them  to  know  there  was  such  a  person— to  have  an  outline  of  his 

life — to  know  that  he  created  a  style  of  poem  defying  imitation 

a  rapid  description  of  the  plan  of  the  work,  &c,  &c,  would  be  a 
great  gain  to  them,  and  might  tempt  some  of  them  to  read  his 
translated  work,  and  would  greatly  assist  them,  in  meeting  with 
any  mention  of  his  name,  to  comprehend  the  purpose  of  its  intro- 
duction. There  must  always  be  a  beginning,  and  yon  might,  in 
raffling  your  feathers  here,  asccrlnin  your  strength"  of  wing,  and 
test  your  own  powers  in  this  very  useful  exercise  of  benevolence. 
Of  the  interest  of  the  subject  I  have  no  doubt.  The  journey  is 
a  penance,  I  admit.  Tn  that  particular  you  must  weigh  your 
powers  of  self-sacrifice,  for  I  have  not  tbe  effrontery  to  go  beyond 
the  assurance  of  what  a  gratification  it  would  be  to  all  of  us,  and 
what  a  valuable  addition  it  would  be  on  our  list  of  lectures.  Will 
your  patriotism  sustain  you  in  the  effort  ?  I  should  like  to  include 
your  name  in  our  "honoured  list"  of  gratuitous  contributors. 

"Will  yon  give  me  a  line  to  Bournemouth,  where  my  family  still 
are,  excepting  Katie  and  Benvenuta  ?    I  go  to  them  on  Tuesday. 
Will  you  give  my  very  kindest  r.-prds  to  Mr*,  i'ollock-;  and  with 
my  daughters'  love  to  her,  and  mine  to  your  children, 
I  remain  always, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.    M.lCliKADl-. 


Bournemouth,  Hants,  August  26th,  1853. 

My    dear   Pollock,—  Your  letter,  with    its   most  gratifying 
prospect— soon  I  hope  to  consolidate  into  a  promise — of  your  aid 
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to  our  infant  institution,  was  welcomed  by  me  Inst  night  with 
especial  gratification.  The  information  you  would  convey,  and 
the  enlightenment  your  Oisconrsn  won Id  give  to  our  members  on 
a  subject  of  which  at  present  they  are  in  complete  ignorance, 
would  he  most  desirable.  If  you  befriend  us>  I  shall  endeavour 
to  awaken  the  attention  of  our  hearers  to  this  and  subjects  of 
similar  interest,  in  anticipation  of  your  visit 

Oiii*  session  opens  in  October,  and  extends  to  the  next  .Faster. 

Your  sojourn  in  that  delightful  mountain  tract  calls  up  many 
delightful  associations  and  memories,  and  makes  me  wish  much, 
very  much,  that  I  could  accompany  you  over  Skidd  aw  and  through 
Borrodale,  and  along  those  lovely  lakes  ;  but  my  ramblings  of 
pleasure  are  over,  and  I  must  be  content — which  I  am — with 
calling  up  the  vision  of  the  past,  and  "  chewing  the  food  of  sweet 
and  bitter  fancies  "  in  "the  sundry  contemplation  of  my  travels." 
See  what  it  is  to  have  been  all  one's  life  speaking  others'  language! 
It  still  clings  to  me— a  vile  habit,  but  one  which  I  cannot  hope 
to  live  to  cure. 

I  return  to-morrow  to  Sherborne.  You  will  not  forget  my  re- 
commendation of  this  place  to  any  friend  needing  a  genial  English 
climate. 

I  remain  always  and  sincerely  yours, 
W.O.  Macreadt. 

My  kind  regards  to  Mr.  Spedding. 


Sherborne,  Dorset,  October  1st,  1853. 
Your  letfer,  my  dear  Mrs.  Pollock,  1ml  me  "away,  away,"  among 
the  hills  and  by  the  lako-.-idos  of  that  lovely  region  you  seem  to 
have  been  so  well  enjoying,  and  I  could  not  forbear  from  thanking 
you  indeed  for  your  flattering  wish  that  I  had  been  of  your  party, 
though  tho  chances  of  such  indulgence  seem  passing  altogether 
from  mo.  It  is  in  memory  1  musl  bring  before  mo  "the  tall  rock, 
the  mountain,  and  the  deep  and  gloomy  wood,"  for  I  see  little  pro- 
spect of  my  ever  travelling  again  to  thorn  :  but  then,  like  poor  Ruth, 
I  may  say  they  "  are  all  with  me  in  my  cell ;"  and  when  one  paints 
hi  words  as  yon  do,  they  return  with  all  the  vividness  of  colour 
and  distinctness  of  form  that  tho  objects  of  a  landscape  receive 
from  a  bright  shower  of  rain.  There  are  very  many  things  of 
beauty  in  the  worlds  of  nature  and  of  art  that  I  had  hoped  to  have 
been  able  to  treasure  up  among  those  precions  objects  which,  once 
seen,  are  possessed  forever;  but  tho  eirole  is  narrowing  around  me, 
and  I  must  be  content  to  look  out  into  the  far  distances  beyond 
without  the  power  of  overstepping  its  bounds.  Still  it  is  delight- 
ful to  sympathise  with  others'  enjoyment,  and  exercise  one's  imagi- 
nation in  bodying  forth  their  descriptions. 

"Willie  sailed  on  Saturday  evening  last,  and  I  fear  had  to  encoun- 
ter the  awful  gale  on  Sunday;  but  I  trust   by  this  time  he  is  safe 
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in  Madeira.  He  was  in.  very  good  spirits,  and  his  health  had  been 
much  benefited  by  bis  stay  at  Bournemouth,  which  place  I  liked 
better  than  any  of  the  winter  residences  recommended  to  invalids 
lhat  I  have  visited.  But  llien  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
weather  was  charming  -whilst  I  was  there.  The  soil  is  sand, 
through  which  the  rain  drains  as  fast  as  it  falls,  therefore  it  is 
very  dry.  You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  the  Consumptive  Hospital 
is  in  course  of  building  there.  I  have  also  been  at  a  very  out-of- 
the-way  place  called  Salconfbc,  to  the  south  of  Kingsbridgo,  in 
Devonshire,  where  the  aloe  grows  through  the  winter,  and  the 
geraniums  arc  unprotected.  I  liked  that  as  a  residence  forinvalids 
very  much ;  but  fancy  is  so  arbitrary  on  the  choice  of  place,  so 
much  depending  on  the  peculiar  state,  of  health,  on  the  direction 
of  the  taste  or  humours,  and  even  accident,  that  I  am  reluctant 
to  recommend,  where  the  motive  for  seeking  change  is  so  serious 
a  one.  I  have  also  been  to  inspect  Falmouth ;  and  I  thought 
that  the  opposite  village,  called  i'lushing.  was  among  the  most 
desirable  of  all  those  places  to  which  I  had  gone  in  search  of 
climate. 

Shall  you  not  be  your  husband's  companion  when,  "full  of  great 
aims,  and  bent  on  bold  crop  rise, ,:  he  issues  forth  to  enlighten  our 
Dorsetshire  boors  1  I  enclose  you  the  announcement  of  our  next 
session  for  him,  which  you  will  please  to  give  with  my  very  kindest 

The  line  about,  which  vou  inquire  is  linowles's  :  you  will  find  it 
in  the  fifth  act  of  '  Virginius.' 

I  have  the  loves  of  our  round  table  to  deliver  to  you,  having 
faithfully  distributed  your  messages  to  all. 

With  love  to  your  little  hoys, 


iS!:i!r1j!!ftic,  Dorset,  January  lint,  18,'i-i. 

My  deah  Pollock,— Tt  is  a  very  great  pleasure  to  have  to  thank 
you  for  the  very  elegant  volume*  which  came  to  me  by  this 
morning's  post,  and  I  do  so  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  possessing 
so  pleasing  a  memorial  of  a  highly-valued  friend,  and  with  the 
prospect  of  much  gratification  in  making  acquaintance  with  its 
contents  and  of  profiling  by  its  assistance  in  obtaining  a  better 
understanding  of  the  original.  It  is  beautifully  got  up,  and  in  the 
glances  I  have  taken  f  rejoice  t"  find  my  ob.l  young  friend  Scharf 
entitling  himself  so  justly  to  your  praise. 

We  are  undeiv'"^;;  tbc  proc.'ss  of  being  snowed  up  or  snowed 
in,  which  must  be  1hc  result  to  us  of  this  continued  polar  weather. 
Wc  have  no  strict  police,  nor  strict  authorities  to  keep  our  pave- 

*  The  Editor's  Translation  of  Dante's  '  Divina  Commedia.' 
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ments  clear  of  the  daily  accumulation,  and  must  very  soon  bo 
literally  in  a  state  of  blockade. 

I  am  in  arrear  of  the  world's  news  1hese  many  days,  and  do  not 
know  whether  Turks  or  Russians  are  uppermost ;  but  if  wishes 
could  in  aught  prevail,  I  should  bo  glad  the  Czar  were  at  the 
deepest  bottom  of  either  of  his  seas,  Black  or  White. 

With  all  the  New  Year's  best  and  kindest  greetings  from  all 
here  to  all  with  you, 

Always  yonr  ei 


Sherborne,  Dorset,  January  13th,  1854. 
My  DRAit  Mbs.  POLLOCK, — I  have  been  reposing  these  five  or  six 
weeks  past  in  the  belief  that  I  should  go  to  London  in  the  latter 
]>art  of  January.  Tou  have  added  greatly  to  the  inducements  I 
have  to  desire  the  journey,  but  at  the  last  moment  I  find  myself 
unable  to  absent  myself  from  home.  I  have  written  to  some  friends, 
who  are  contemplating  their  return  to  America,  to  know  what  extent 
of  time  will  be  granted  to  my  chance  and  desire  of  seeing  them,  as 
at  present  I  am  bound  down  to  home.  Nowyoumakemy  disappoint- 
ment more  bitter  in  proposing  to  me  a  pleasure  I  should  so  much 
covet,  and  yet  which  1  cannot  accept  Do  you  ever  pass  a  little 
sweeper  at  a  crossing  who  replies  to  your  assurance,  that  you  have 
no  money  in  your  pocket, "  Thank  you,  ma'am,  all  the  same."  Think 
of  that  effort  of  virtue  in  the  poor  little  fellow's  patience  under 
the  djsappenranco  of  the  vision  of  the  penny  that  he  had  seen  in 
your  face  as  you  approached  him,  and  you  will  be  able  to  appre- 
ciate my  regretful  gratitude  in  thanking  you  for  the  pleasure  I 
must  relinquish.  I  fancy  Johnny  and  Butty  have  hooping-cough, 
but  it  is  not  very  serious.  Johnny  had  your  message,  and  returns 
you  his  best  love;  Katie  and  my  sister  desire  theirs,  and  with 
mine  to  your  nursery,  and  kindest  regards  to  your  husband  and 
Miss  Maria  Hemes, 


Sherborne,  Dorset,  May  19th,  1854. 

My  DEAtt  Mbs.  Pollock,— It  was  my  intention  to  have  ■written 
to  you  this  morning  my  thanks  and  lamentations  in  reply  to  the 
notice  you  so  kindly  sent  me  of  the  Cologne  Choral  Union.  It  was 
a  message  of  despair  to  me—ogninjnu-anm  wasr'XcIii(ied,<T.s  I  lie  fatal 
dates  shut  the  door  upon  the  last ;  but  the  kindness  of  your  thought 
for  me  was  not  thrown  away,  and  most  truly  did  I  feci  obliged 
by  your  endeavour  to  assist  iny  wishta.  The  impediments  in  my 
way  may  perhaps  cause  me  more  obstinately  to  desire  to  overcome 
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them,  but  whatever  may  give  rise  to  the  intensely  earnest  longing 
I  have  to  hear  this  music  I  know  not ;  the  fact  is  I  have  never 
known  an  appetite  so  strong  for  (lie  enjoyment  of  any  work  of 
art ;  hut  the  thought  of  it  must  be  stored  in  that  repository  of 
dreams  where  a  world  of  imagined  delights  and  beauties  have 
been  laid  up  before.     I  shall  never  hear  this  touching  harmony. 

Very,  very  warmly  do  I  thank  you  for  all  you  have  said  to  me 
about  my  dear  Katie,  and  this  is  only  to  be  added  to  the  grateful 
utterance  of  my  acknowledgments  to  you  and  my  friend  Pollock 
for  your  attentions  to  her,  which  she  fully  appreciated  and  greatly 
enjoyed.  In  consequence  of  your  report  of  the  attention  given  to 
her  music,  I  have  written  to  her  to-day,  extending  to  her  the  permis- 
sion to  take  some  lessons  in  singing,  and  I  make  no  doubt  she  will 
wish  to  consult  you  on  the  master  to  whom  she  should  apply.  I  am 
not  satisfied  with  the  distinctness  of  her  enunciation  ;  and  I  am 
confident  I  am  right  in  regard  to  the  pure  and  spontaneous  effect, 
if  I  express  myself  as  1  wish  by  that  term,  which  I  am  anxious 
she  should  produce  by  singing  the  words  as  well  as  the  air  of 
her  songs. 

One  seldom  hears  anything  of  Prince  Alhert  that  does  not  raise 
one's  opinion  of  his  understanding :  of  human  nature  we  cannot 
venture  to  say  mure,  Cur  primes  are  but  men,  but,  unhappily  for 
them  and  mankind,  men  will  not  think  so.  "Will  you  say  to 
Pollock,  with  my  very  kindest  regards,  that  I  havo  not  heard 
from  Milnes,  nor  is  it  necessary,  if  lit:  has  only  mentioned  the 
application  to  tho  county  Members  ?  The  Bishop  is  my  principal 
care,  it  is  with  him  that  I  hope  to  smother  Mr.  Parsons.  As  I 
have  but  four  days  in  town,  I  cannot  bo  yet  aware  of  what  en- 
gagements Dickens  may  make  for  me,  but  IF  I  have  a  vacant 
morning  I  shall  be  truly  delighted  in  devoting  it  to  the  Abbey, 
and  showing  you  a  face  radiant  with  expression. 
Eelieve  me, 


Sherborne,  Dorset.,  July  17th,  1854. 
My  dear  Mks.  Pollock, — IVhilst  you  wera  writing  to  me  your 
very  pleasant  letter,  full  of  good  news  of  your  own  home,  and  of 
interesting  reports  from  the  houses  of  your  friends.  I  was  directing 
to  you  and  the  select  few  that  would  care  for  such,  a  remembrance 
the  newspaper  account  of  our  sayings  and  doings  in  our  Institution's 
new  home  on  the  previous  Monday.  If  you  read  it  through,  which 
I  do  not  mean  to  imply  was  to  be  expected,  you  would  not  have 
passed,  I  feel  confident,  without  a  word  or  two  of  approval, 
perhaps  of  intoivsied  curiosity  .is  to  the  speaker,  the  address  of 
Mr.  Avery.  He  is  the  Wesleyan  minister  here,  and  I  assure  you, 
in  addressing  that  very  association,  stands  in  very  bold  relief  by 
the  side  of  all  the  Established  Church  parsons  of  our  little  town. 
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Perhaps  yon  will  say  that  Methodist  parsons  are  but  a  very  poor 
return  for  your  animated  ik'sci  iption  of  an  evening  spent  between 
Sir  Edward  and  Robert  Lytton  ;  but  what  am  1  to  do?  Fate, 
that  has  tossed  my  frail  bark  for  bo  many,  many  yearn,  has  at  last 
stranded  it  upon  a  bleak  and  barren  shore,  where  Methodist,  parsons 
seem  the  only  real  flowers  that  bloom.     I  shall  send  you,  when 

Erinted,  a  more  faithful  report,  in  which  will  be  included  Pollock's 
titer — published  for  the  benefit  of  the  anti-Institutionists,  as  well 
as  for  the  reference  of  the  good  men  and  true.  I  anticipate  great 
things  from  Robert  Lytton,  and  am  therefore  gratified  that  he 
should  bear  me  in  mind.  Your  defence  or  eulogy  on  Werter  does 
not  surprise  me,  for  I  can  easily  imagine  the  author  of  '  Wilhelm 
Heister'  uttering  profound  truths  in  such  simple  phrase  and  evoked 
by  such  ordinary  occurrences  that  they  might  readily  escape  less 
penetrating  observers.  Who  was  the  Greek  philosopher  that,  in  a 
little  homely  cabin,  called  to  those  in  the  storm  outside,  "Come  in, 
for  here,  too,  there  are  gods!"  Kot  every  mind  could  feel  and 
perceive  the  gron  I  truth—  and  so  it  often  is  with  the  deep  humanity, 
and  sometimes  divinity,  that  lies  beneath  the  surface  of  a  simple 
saying.  But  you  will  say  to  me,  why  will  you  keep  company  with 
those  dreadful  Methodist  parsons,  for  it  is  they  who  give  you  the 
habit  of  preaching?  Well,  I  have  done.  The  cat  is  as  bad  as 
his  namesake  for  roaming  about  Verona's  streets.  He  is  a  most 
independent  gentleman.  Next  week  I  expect  to  be  in  town,  and 
will  not  fail  to  make  an  early  arrangement  with  you  for  a  visit  to 
the  Abbey,  and  anything  in  the  way  there  or  from.  Katie  is  very 
diligent,  really  so,  in  respect  to  her  music-  -quite  in  earnest.  She 
sends  her  love,  with  those  of  Auntie  and  the  tribe's.  With  kindest 
regards  to  your  husband, 

I  am  always, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

W.C.  j\Taciu:ady. 


Sherborne,  Dorset,  August  5th,  1854. 
Mv  dear  Mcs.  Pollock, — The  pleasure  and  interest  your  letter 
afforded  was  deserving  a  more  prompt  acknowledgment,  and  there- 
fore there  is  another  sin  of  neglect  added  to  the  many  that  have 
gone  before  it,  for  which  it  is  waste  of  time  and  paper  to  apologize. 
You  have  time  to  read,  and  to  write  too— I  have  time  for  neither. 
You  have  made  me  read  '  The  Forest  Sanctuary,'  which  is  another 
obligation  in  which  I  register  myself  your  debtor,  for  it  is  beautiful 
exceedingly,  awakening  the  loftiest,  tenilorest,  and  truest  feelings. 
I  say  truest,  in  reference  to  the  religious  charity  it  inculcates,  whilst 
the  faith  of  the  writer  is  evidently  fixed  as  the  martyrs.  In  the 
strength  of  Mrs.  Ilemans*  compositions  I  think  the  feminine  charac- 
teristics of  purity  and  grace  are  never  out  of  sight — she  gives 
pictures  of  true  heroism,  but  it  is  a  woman's  voice  we  seem  to  hear 
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uttering  the  noblest  and  most  touching  sentiments.  To  me  this  is 
a  great  charm,  and  makes  me  place  her  so  lav  before  the  semi- 
masculine  cleverness  of  Miss  Mitibrd,  and  give  her  the  preference 
over  the  ponderous  and  often  stately  verso  of  Joanna  Baillie.  My 
pencil  has  been  very  active  in  reading  '  The  Forest  Sanctuary,' and 
the  volume  remains  on  the  table  that!  may  go  completely  through 
it.  The  death  of  Leonor  is  beautiful,  and  that  of  Inez  most 
touching,  indeed  it  is  a  delightful  book — to  make  one  very  sad. 
But  I  read  the  twentieth  chapter  of '  Zadig '  after  it,  and  that  gave 
me  consolation.  I  have  never  been  able  to  penetrate  into  tho 
1  Arcadia'  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  That  has  been  reserved  with  oilier 
works  that  I  wish  to  make  acquaintance  with,  and  that  I  intend  to 
read ;  but  believe  if  ever  I  do,  it  will  be  in  Heaven.  Have  you 
looked  at  the  last  cruel  number  of  'Hard  Times'?  The  heart- 
breaking conclusion  ef  it  should  justify  our  sending  a  round-robin 
remonstrance  to  Dickens.  I  have  just  returned  from  the  salle,  and 
brought  a  whole  packet  of  loves  to  you  from  the  whole  party : 
among  them  Johnny  sends  his  "lies!,  best,"  and  thinks  you  "very 
kind  to  give  him  his  eat,"  and  wishes  you  to  be  told  that  "Tihby 
is  very  good."  I  cannot  leave  this  family  party  without  relating 
to  you  an  evidence  that  Lillie  gave  yesterday  of  bcr  proficiency  in 
the  study  of  natural  history.  Butty  was  saying  that  she  "  should 
like  to  have  amare."  Lillie  very  confidently  took  her  up — "  Why, 
you  don't  knowwhat  a  mare  is !  -A  mare  is  an  old  she-horse,  gene- 
rally blind  of  one  eye."  Should  not  Owen  have  this  description  of 
the  animal  ? 

Always  most  sincerely  yours, 

"W.  C.  Macready. 


Sherborne,  Dorset,  Octoter  end,  1854. 
Mr  dear  Mrs.  Pollock, — X  have  been  anxiously  desiring  to  write 
to  yon,  fori  have  been  wishing  very  mucin  u  have  news  of  yon,  most 
especially  upon  the  health  of  my  friend  Tollock,  of  whom  your  late 
accounts  have  been  very  unguis  factory.  Most  earnestly  do  I  hope 
that  be  has  found  at  Tunbridgo  Wells  an  invigorating  atmosphere, 
and  that  the  languor  under  which  he  was  suffering  at  Lyme  (with 
the  distress  of  which  I  can  so  feelingly  sympathise)  has  disappeared 
under  the  bracing  effect  of  free  air  and  a  more  open  country.  Since 
T  despatched  my  hurried  lines  to  you  T  have  parted  with  my  dear 
Willie  and,  you  may  readily  imagine  the  preparation  for  such  an 
event.  I  lie  separation,  and  the  subsequent,  need  of  repose  of  thought 
would  leave  little  time  or  disposition  for  employment  of  any  other 
kind.     I  am  here  again,  moving  on  in  the  old  customary  groove, 

downward  and  downward  on  the  Inclined  plane  that  leads  to- 

How  much  I  wish  thul.  f  could,  like  you,  extract  amusement  from 
British  theatres  and  criticism  on  journeymen  playwrights!     But  I 
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begin  to  find  that  retirement  must  be  with  me  almost  perfect  vege- 
tation. There  is;  oxeelleni.  sense  in  ilie  e\hto'(ation  of  Rurns,  "  Lot 
us  do  or  die  ;"  for  the  torpid  action  of  retirement  of  old  age  is  a 
kind  of  lingf-rins'-fiit  of  existence,  which  I  find  "  weary,  stale,  flat, 
and  unprofitable."  But  I  forget  that  1  am  intruding  my  complain- 
ings upon  you,  which  are  in  truth  merely  repinings  at  my  own 
incurable  laniness,  whielt  « limes  thne  to  pass  wo  unimproved  by  me. 

Did  I  tell  you  iu  ray  few  lines  from  Lyme  of  the  mistake  you  had 
fallen  into  in  respect  to  liiehurd  Cumberland  and  the  publisher  of 
the  collected  pla;s  you  have  been  devouring  ?— a  man  who,  if  my 
memory  does  not  betray  me,  was  under  prosecution  for  some  ques- 
tionable publications,  and  who  took  up  the  resolution  of  "reform- 
ing altogether  ''  his  previous  mode  of  business-  upon  his  purchase 
ot  the  copywright  of,  I  think,  '  The  Fatal  Dowry.'    What  would 

Miss have  said  to  you  for  so  confounding  the  Terence  and 

the  Curll  of  our  times ! 

You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  Willie  left  England  in  excellent 
spirits,  rejoicing  in  improved  health,  and  cheerfully  surveying  the 
opening  of  a  prospect  to  exertion  before  him.  His  berth  on  board 
it  very  fine  ship  was  all,  in  poini  of  convenience,  he  could  desire,  and 
he  met  one  of  his  own  term  at  Haileybury  on  hoard,  bound  for  Cal- 
cutta. It  was  no  uninteresting  sign  of  the  limes  to  observe  on 
board  Lord  Lothian,  who  has  lately  taken  a  doable  firsl-class  at 
Oxford,  and  who  is  now  on  his  way  to  make  a  tour  in  India,  and 
see  himself  the  countries  for  which  he  may  be  called  to  legislate 
—how  very  good !  We  have  got  a  now  viear,  on  whom  Katie  and 
I  are  just  going  to  call.  Katie  desires  her  best  love  to  you,  in 
which  she.  is  joined  by  Auntie,  Johnny,  and  the  tribe.  Tyb  is 
thriving.     With  love  to  the  lesser  ones, 


i  to  fay  that  "Pussy  isvery  well,  but 


Sherborne,  February  7th,  1855. 

My  tear  Mrs.  Pollock, — That  I  am  the  most  dilatory  of  your 
correspondents  I  fee!  certain,  winch  would  seem  to  argue  one  of 
the  least  grateful,  but  that  I  deny,  in  the  Egyptian  Queen's  own 
language,  "  up  to  the  hearing  of  the  gods."  You  know  I  have 
confessed  to  you  my  failing;  I  am  always  busy,  or  seeming  so, 
always  oppressed  with  affairs,  because  T  oconnui  i-e  my  time  so  ill, 
and  am  such  a  victim  to  the  varying  state  of  my  spirits.  1  hare 
been  desiring  to  thank  you  especially  for  your  last  letter.  On  a 
previous  occasion  ihe  interposition  of  your  counsel  preserved  me 
from  the  sin  of  omitting  to  do  what  ought  to  be  done,  viz.,  giving 
the  reading  hero  which  I  had  intended  to  give ;  and  your  last 
remonstrance  on  my  angry  purpose  of  quitting  the  Institution  has 
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made  me  sensible  of  the  error  of  my  ways,  and  satisfied  me  that  it 
is  my  duty  to  remain  and  lend  it  all  possible  support.  I  cannot 
help  I au ghing,  regarding  myself  as  a  grey-haired  Achillas,  seized 
by  the  well-timed  prasp  of  Wisdom's  goddess,  and  brought  to  a 
sense  of  duty  by  litT  :i.'l iti...n 1 1  k>ii.  You  will  doubtless  remember 
Drydcn's  translation  of  tlie  passage,  with  the  two  lines,  the  grandeur 
and  beauty  of  which  our  friend  Forstcr  has  always  such  delight  in 
dwelling  on : — 

"He  sol 
AMir 

My  faith  is  not  surly,  but  hearty,  entire,  and  in  the  best  humour; 
so  there  is  no  alloy  to  the  satisfaction  you  will  have  in  learning 
the  Biiccess  of  your  intervention. 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  your  account  of  Bobo's  intro- 
duction to  the  mimic  scene,  and  very  glad  to  learn  that  his 
imagination  was  so  impressed  and  kindled  by  the  actions  and 
pillion  brought  under  his  observation. 

From  what  you  have  told  me  of  Ifobson,  I  think  it  is  much  to 
be  regretted  that  he  appeared  alter  the  schools  of  acting  had  been 
broken  up.  In  the  regular  drama,  you  may  rely  upon  it,  with  so 
much  genius,  limited  as  its  range  appears,  he  would  have  identified 
himself  with  certain  eliiiractei-s,  have  grown  into  them,  and  have 
constituted  an  attractive  strength  in  the  play's  representation: 
would  have  been,  in  short,  unique  in  his  assumption  of  peculiar 
parts,  and  have  held  a  prominent  place  in  a  Shakespearian  com- 
pany of  players. 

You  make  me  almost  "  sin  in  envy  "  that  my  children  have  not 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  Faraday.  Whilst  they  are  the  subjects 
of  my  pen,  let  mo  not  forget  to  tell  you  that  they  all  sent  their 
best  loves  from  the  dinner-table  to-day,  and  Johnny  his  "best, 
best,  very  best."  Tybalt  (who  has  hurt  his  leg  in  a  trap,  we 
think)  was  of  the  party. 

Give  my  very  kindest  regards  to  your  husband,  and  do  not 
forget  to  inquire  of  liim  if  he  does  not  intend  to  come  and  look 
after  our  Institution  this  year.  Sherborne  will  be  afraid  to  know 
herself,  and  will  doubt   her  identity  if  she  is  to  miss  your  annual 

I  never  read  !— at  least  not  books  that  I  can  make  themes  of 
remark.'    They  arc:  mil  bud  ones,  such  as  they  are,  notwithstanding. 
•  The  Captive  Knight'  was  quito  electric  in  its  effect  at  Bristol. 
Believe  me,  dear  Mrs.  Pollock, 
Always  most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Macuradt. 
So  Miss  Rogers  *  is  gone  first! 

*  Sister  of  Samuel  Kogers, 


w«  Google 


Letters.  705 

Sherborne,  Dorset,  March  23th,  1855. 

My  bear  Mrs.  Polt.ock, — The  clock  tells  me  tlij.it  there  are  yet 
some  quarters  to  run  before  my  scholar?  eomo.  and  those  I  cannot 
use  more  agreeably  to  myself  than  in  acknowledging  your  pleasant 
letter  of  the  10th  -  plefis;it:l.  with  one  exception,  the  continued  in- 
disposition of  your  liith;  Waller,  with  the  it  commendations  of 
climate,  &c,  needful  for  his  reinvigoration.  I  know  I  need  not 
say  that  most  fervently  do  I  hope  Ihe  sea  air  and  the  bracing 
breezes  of  Eastbourne  will  help  to  re.slovo  his  spirits  and  strength. 
That  real  English  beverage,  ale,  whieh  iuul  so  touch  of  both  meat 
and  drink  in  it  as  perfectly  justified  Boniface's  eulogistic  character 
of  it,  is  rarely  to  be  met  with  now.  I  wish  you  would  ask  of  your 
medical  man  if  that  genuine  English  beverage  (or,  failing  that, 
superior  slant),  would  not  be  a  good  assistant  to  his  diet.  I  will 
have  faith  in  the  downs  of  Eastbourne  and  generous  living  if  tho 
grand  recipe  of  cod-liver  oil  be  not  prescribed,  and  trust  that  you 
may  be  able  to  bring  us  good  news  of  the  result  of  all  your  care 
tn  the  course  of  Ihe  summer,  or  bring  him  with  you,  which  will  be 
better  still.  Miss  Spencer  has  left  us,  and  I  have  gone  into  school 
again,  but  it  is  only  for  two  hours  a-day,  and  my  pupils  are  not 
very  troublesome.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  likely  that  I  shall  re- 
visit London  this  season.  I  have  been  much  about  of  late,  and  the 
arrear  of  work  at  home  is  very  considerable,  I  find  I  have  not '  Les 
Maitres  Sonneurs'  among  George  Sand's  works,  hut  it  can  wait,  as 
1  have  more  to  read  and  more  to  do  than  ever  will  be  read  or  done 
in  this  world.  My  children  are  very  well  acquainted  with  tho 
'  Abbot  of  Canterbury.'  Percy's  '  Eeliques'  is  a  sort  of  btmne-bovche 
that  is  occasionally  taken  down  at  the  close  of  a  good  day,  for 
especial  enjoyment.  An  improvised  story,  generally  by  accident, 
recounting  the  consequence  of  some  I'.vrilt  of  omission  or  com- 
mission recently  reported  is  usually  the  sequel  to  dessert.  Our 
evening's  reading  now  is  '  Old  Mortality.'  When  I  read  that 
romance  on  its  appearance,  above  thirty  years  ago,  I  thought  it, 
and  as  it  has  lived  in  my  memory  T  have  ever  since  considered  if, 
the  grandest  and  best  of  all  that  admirable  novelist's  works.  My 
recurrence  to  it  confirms  the  impression  it  then  made  on  me.  I 
am  reading  other  l>ooks,  which  are  not  in  your  way — for  we  must 
all  have  our  peculiar  tastes  find  opinions;  and  therefore,  as  the 
dear  old  nurse  in  'Borneo  and  Juliet 'says,  "What  they  bid  me 
say,  I  shall  keep  to  myself." 

Did  you  see  in  tho  Examiner  the  review  of  Owen  Meredith's" 
poems  V  And  did  you  read  the  extracts  ?  If  you  did,  I  think  you 
must  have  been  struck  with  the  presence  of  a,  genius  in  the  deep 
thought  remarkable  in  many  of  the  lines. 

I  was  very  much  intercs!ed  tho  hist  day  I  dined  with  yon  in 
observing  the  various  directions  of  nun's  minds  wi(h  regard  to  the 
stirring  wants  of  these  days,  the  very  different  impressions  made 
on  each  of  us  by  the  same  occurrences.    Some  rejecting  the  rc- 

*  The  n.-ime  under  which  Robert,  Lord  Lytton,  first  published. 
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presentations  of  misconduct  and  imbecility  in  the  management  of 
our  affairs,  whilst  others  (alasl  for  hie)  have  writhed  and  been 
unmanned  by  the  s1a!.'.:m.'>ni:<;  t'liiiii.-hoil  to  us.  If  persons  assume 
that  right  to  judge,  to  determine  for  themselves  on  things  of  to- 
day's occurrence,  what  can  be  said  of  those  who  would  persecute 
for  opinion  on  religions  questions^  Churchmen  may  say  they  do 
not  persecute  now :  no,  they  only  disqualify,  refuse  to  educate, 
sneer,  and  affect  superiority  to  those  who  protest  in  a  different 
mode  from  themselves.  Johnny  sends  you  his  "  best,  best  love." 
Lillie,  Butty,  Henry,  their  bests.  Katie  joins  with  Aunty  in 
affectionate  remembrances.  Slit.;,  Kalie,  is  very  industrious  just 
at  present,  as  1  am  going  to  be— soon.  Give  my  very  kindest 
regards  to  my  friend  Pollock,  and  always  believe  me,  dear  Mrs. 
Pollock, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Macceaih-. 


The  Athonamm,  September  9th,  1855. 
My  dear  Fot.lo't;.— You  sent  me  a  most  delightful  letter, 
painting  the  cliffs,  and  sunny  slopes  and  dells,  and  shadowy  woods 
of  an  English  Arcadia,  redolent  at  once  of  the  rich  luxuriance  of 
summer  and  the  invigorating  freshness  of  the  Channel  breezes, 
that  quite  transported  me  back  to  Bonclmrctt  andVentnor;  but 
with  that  dioramic  magician's  power  who  used  to  give  us  atmo- 
spheres at  his  will  over  those  gra:id  and  lovely  scenes  of  mountain 
and  lake,  that  made  a  momentary  doubt  to  us  of  our  locality 
in  the  Regent's  Park,  you  diffused  a  glow,  and  scattered  halcyon 
tints  over  the  landscape  which  I  believe  may  have  been  there,  in 
compliment  to  Mrs.  Pollock  and  yon  ;  but  when  I  was  lamenting 
the  sufferings  of  the  martyr  in  that  isle  of  storms  I  was  undergoing 
worse  fate  than  TVrnsJc-s-  Munrfs-  a  marly  Horn  undeserved.  That 
treacherous  clerk,  James  White,  promised  me  Madeira,  and  glad 
enougli  should  I  have  been  to  have  got  to  port— Oh  !  For  Heaven's 
sake  forgive  me !  I  never  should  have  been  guilty  of  such  an 
enormity,  but  that  really  I  have  an  excuse  for  not  being  quite  in 
my  sound  wits.  I  am  here  in  London— in  London  alone ;  I  liavo 
struggled  down  from  Paddington  through  thickets  of  people,  and 
hoped,  on  getting  out  of  the  wilderness,  through  which  I  have 
made  my  way,  to  find  a  comfortable  dinner  and  the  last  week's 
papers  here ;  and  here  I  am,  taking  out  my  sis  guineas  in  pen, 
ink,  and  paper !  The  news-room,  coffee-room,  all  are  shut  up !  Is 
it  not  enough  to  drive  a  man  to — make  a  lad  pun!  If  I  were  not  so 
savagely  hungry,  I  would  begin  the  story  of  the  Pig  and  the  Fawn, 
but  in  my  present  state  I  should  go  clean  meat  mad,  and  make  a 
bite  at  the  waiter.  I  will  not  however  forget,  in  an  after-dinner 
mood,  to  send  you  a  faithful  chronicle  of  the  event.  The  state  of 
my  circumstances  is  such  (what  am  I  to  do  for  a  dinner — or  some 
one  to  dine  with  ?)  that  I  could  he  tempted  to  appropriate  your 


Hotted  by  GOOgk 


Letters.  707 

plot,  get  Warren  to  write  words  to  it,  and  go  back  to  the  stage 
to  act  it  myself,  Iiememlier  mo  mosi  kindly  to  jour  wife  and  to 
your  belongings,  ami  to  (he  »  ili_-  of  James  While  ;  but  as  for  the 
man,  beware  of  him  !  lie  has  played  me  a  most  scurvy  trick.  Niger 
est,  caveto  !  you  promise  me  the  pendant  to  the  Fawn — but  when  is 
that  "  some  day,"  on  which  it  is  to  be  told,  to  come  off  ?  If  I 
live  through  this  hunger  fit,  and  "  come  safe  home,  I  shall  yearly 
on  the  vigil  (of  this  day)  feast  my  friends,  and  say,  to-morrow  is 
Saint— no,  Duke — Humphrey/'  liut  that  day  may  never  come, 
which  is  no  reason  that  you  should  not  come;  therefore  if  yon 
would  say  when  you  will,  it  would  make  Sherborne  look  as  sunny 
and  pleasant  as  you  describe  Ventnor.  Cannot  you  take  us  in 
yonr  way  home?  (Apart  to  Mrs,  Pollock — "Can  he  not,  Mrs. 
Pollock  ?")  I  hope  to  hear  that  you  can.  Meanwhile,  may  the 
gods  defend  you  from  the  Athenaeum  in  the  month  of  September, 
and  keep  you  out  of  London  till  the  rest  of  the  people  return 
to  it! 

Ever  always,  most  truly  yours, 

W.  C.  Mac  beady. 


Sherborne,  October  22h,1.  18:,:,. 

My  hear  Pollock, — Very  cordially  indeed  do  I  thank  you  for 
your  kind  remembrance  of  our  little  society  in  presenting  to  it  the 
Proceedings  of  the  iinyal  Institution.  I  have  forwarded  it,  with 
an  extract  from  yonr  letter,  to  the  Committee,  who  will  no  doubt 
express  to  you  their  sense  of  your  interest  in  their  well-doing. 
The  volume  I  shall  myself  be  disposed  to  borrow  from  their  shelves, 
so  full  of  information  and  ititrivslini*  matter  did  it  seem  to  me  in 
the  glance  through  it  which  1  snatched  before  parting  with  it. 

I  believe  we  must  look  for  the  drama,  if  we  really  wish  to  find 
it,  in  that  remote  suburb  of  Islington.*  It  is  only  to-day  I  have 
again  been  renewing  my  iniercoiirse  with  managers,  having,  after 
three  weeks'  endeavour  to  screw  my  courage  to  llie  sticking-placo, 
and  accept  the  office  of  chairman  at  the  anniversary  of  the  General 
Theatrical  Fund,  cried  craven,  and  eonfei-sed  myself  in  Bnbstance, 
though  not  in  actual  terms — "  too  old,  a  cripple,  and  a  coward." 
It  has  been  a  reluctant  surrender  on  my  part,  but  I  have  not 
confidence  in  myself  to  undertake  the  responsibility.  Katie  is,  I 
think,  quite  herself  again  j  my  sister  has  been  ailing,  but  is  better ; 
Johnny  is  in  love  ;  all  else  quite  well.  We  heard  from  Ceylon 
yesterday.  I  shall  answer  Mrs.  Pollock's  last  letter  soon.  With 
kindest  regards  of  all  to  all, 

I  am  ever  always, 

Sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Macbeady. 

*  .Where  Mr.  Phelps  was  acting  Shakespeare  at  the  Sadler's  Wells  Theatre. 
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Sherborne,  June  201h,  1856. 
My  dear  Mns.  Pollock,— In  a  letter  written  to  me  "  on  Thursday 
morning"  you  make  inquiry  of  rue  whether  it  is  true  that,  in  my 
youth,  my  action  was  redundant,  and  that  I  took  extraordinary 
pains  to  chasten  it?  It  is  ml  her  hard  to  give  evidence  on  occur- 
rences of  so  remote  a  date.  Indeed  I  must  make  myself  quite 
certain  whether  I  ever  knew  such  a  period  as  that,  of  youth  before 
I  ran  answer  your  question.  Of  that,  however,  I  will  not  at 
present  treat,  but  inform  you  that  there  was  a  time  when  my 
action  was  redundant— when  I  was  taught  to  attempt  to  imitate 
in  gesture  the  action  I  might  be  relating,  or  to  figure  out  somo 
idea  of  the  images  of  my  speech.  How  was  I  made  sensible  of 
this  offence  against  good  taste  ?  I  very  soon  had  misgivings 
suggested  by  my  own  observation  ot  actual  life.  These  became 
confirmed  by  remarking  lmw  sparingly,  and  therefore  how  effect- 
ively, Mrs.  Si  ddons  had  recourse  1 1)  gesticulation.  In  I  lie  beginning 
of  one  of  the  chapters  of  '  Peregrine  Pickle  '  is  the  description  of 
an  actor  (who  must,  have  been  Quln)  in  '  Zauga,'  elaborately  ac- 
companying by  gesture  the  narration  of  Alonzo'a  emotions  on  dis- 
covering and  reading  a  letter:  the  absurdity  is  so  apparent  that  I 
could  not  be  blind  to  it,  and  applied  the  criticism  to  myself  in 
various  situations,  which  might  have  templed  me  to  something 
like  the  same  extravagance.  A  line  in  the  opening  of  one  of  the 
cantos  of  Dante — I  do  not  immediately  remember  it — made  a 
deep  impression  on  me  in  suggesling  to  me  the.  dignity  of  repose: 
and  so  a  theory  became  gradually  formed  in  my  mind,  which  was 
practically  demonstrated  to  mo  to  be  a  correct  one,  when  I  saw 
Talma  act,  whose  every  movement,  was  a  change  of  subject  for 
the  sculptor's  or  the  painter's  study.  Well,  as  my  opinions  were 
thus  undergoing  a  transition,  my  practice  moved  in  the  same 
direction,  and  I  adopted  all  the  modes  f  could  devise  to  acquire 
the  power  of  exciiirig  myself  into  the  wildest  emotions  of  passion, 
coercing  my  limbs  to  perfect  stillness.  I  would  lie  down  on  the  floor, 
or  stand  straight  against,  a  wall,  or  get  my  arms  within  a  bandage, 
and,  so  pinioned  or  confined,  repeat  the  most  violent  passages  of 
Othello,  Lear,  Hamlet.  Macbeth,  or  whatever  would  require  most 
energy  and  emotion;  1  would  speak  the  most,  passionate  bursts  of 
rago  under  the  supposed  constraint  of  iriiifpii-in'j  i!,eui  in  the  ear 
of  him  or  her  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  thus  keeping  iioth 
voice  and  gesture  in  subjection  to  the  real  impulse  of  the  feeling— 
"  Such  was  my  process.''  Perhaps  when  T  have  the  pleasure  of 
Feeing  you  J  may  make  myself  mure  intelligible,  if  you  desire 
further  acquaintance  with  my  youthful  discipline.  T  was  obliged 
also  to  have  frequent  recourse  to  tin;  loi>l;in;egko;s.  and  had  two  or 
three  large  ones  in  my  room  to  reflect  (o  myself  each  view  of  the 
posture  I  might  have  fallen  into,  besides  being  under  the  necessity 
of  acting  the  passion  close  to  a  glass  to  restrain  the  tendency  to 
exaggerate  its  expression— which  was  ilie  most  difficult  of  nil — to 
repress  the  ready  frown,  and  keep  the  features,  perhaps  I  should 
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say  1  he  muscles  of  the  face,  undisturbed,  uliilst  intense  passion 
would  speak  from  the  eye  alone.  The  easier  an  actor  makes  his 
art  appear,  1}i«  greater  must  lmvo  been  the  pains,  it  cost  him.  I 
do  not  think  it  difficult  to  act  like  Si;::ioia  bid  oti ;  it:  seems  to  me 
merely  a  melodramatic  abandonment  or  lashing-up  to  a  certain 
point  of  excitement.  It  is  not  so  {rood  an  iiaclaJ.  nor  to  be  com- 
pared with  such  acting  as  that  of  Sidduns  mid  <  t'XeilL  But  you 
will  have  cried,  "Hold,  enough  !"  long-  since.  Will  you  give  my 
lovo  to  your  husband,  and  ask  him  for  me  the  name  of  his  optical 
instrument -maker.  I  want  to  send  some  ariieles  to  be  refitted, 
and,  from  Willie's  enthusiasm  about  liis  telescope,  I  hope  I  may 
derive  some  benefit  from  Lis  acquaintance.  I  have  a  great  deal 
to  tell  you,  if  I  had  time  to  gossip,  hut  I  am  sure  here  is  mora 
than  sufficient  for  one  post.  All  loves  from  home.  Mine  to  your 
little  boys. 

Believe  me, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  C.  Mackeady. 
P.S.— Leontes  does  not  read,  but  there  are  great  effects  in  the 
acting.    I  wish  I  could  like  the  Veronese,  because  I  like  Eastlake 
so  much.    Our  country  is  certainly  very  beautiful,  better  than  if 


SherWne,  Jnly  14th,  1858. 
My  dear  Pollock, — I  have  not  thanked  you  for  the  address  of 
your  excellent  optician,  to  whom  I  am  about  to  apply  to  put  some 
of  my  deranged  instruments  and  playthings  in  order  for  me,  if  lie 
will  condescend  to  take  them  in  hand,  so  that  when  you  arc  here 
again  (which  ought  rightfully  to  be  in  the  autumn,  and  I  do  not 
see  any  good  reason  why  it  should  not),  you  may  deliver  your 
astronomical  lecture  to  the  junior  branches  with  unobscured  effect. 
I  was  very  glad  to  read  what  you  said  of  Kistori,  because  it  was 
so  nearly  a  reflection  of  my  own  thoughts.  Perhaps  yon  set  her 
rather  higher  than  I  do.  With  a  manifest  consciousness  of  the 
presence  of  her  audience,  the  fault  Mrs.  Pollock  discriminate!)' 
attributed  to  her,  it  is  not  possible  tor  any  one  to  be  great  (at  least 
such  is  my  opinion)  in  the  theatrical  art.  Jin-  heart  could  not  have 
been  in  her  word*  and  action  ivhon  she  sh  her  children  to  pray  to 
Diana,  and  turned  their  backs  to  the  statue  of  the  goddess  that 
their  faces  might  be  to  (lie  audience  !  1  thought  her  not  a  bad 
declalmer,  with  a  great  deal  of  melodramatic  energy  and  vehemence, 
which,  particularly  in  a  foreign  language,  is  apt  to  bewilder  the 
judgment.  I  quite  agree  with  yon  about  the  physical  pain  of  the 
stage  being  always  made  subservient  and  auxiliary  to  some  great 
moral  effect  — and  even  then  to  be  delicately  treated.  But  in  its 
coarsest  display  there  will  always  be  a  large  portion  of  the  audience 
upon  whom  it  will  tell.    Even  in  Taris,  when  Parisian  taste  was 
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purer  in  theatrical  matters  than  (as  I  hear)  it  now  is,  I  recollect 

when  Miss  Sniithson,  us  June  Shore,  uttered  the  line,  "  I  have  not 
tasted  food  these  throe  lone;  davs" — a  deep  murmur  perfectly 
audible,  ran  tiiniu.eji  the  house— "  Oh,  hum  Dicu'."  '  But  how 
have  I  run  into  all  this  idle  gossip?— you  Lave  betrayed  me  into 
it.    Adieu. 


Sherborne,  April  20th,  1857, 

My  dear  Pollock,— I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  papers  of 
Maurice's  College.  I  was  interested  deeply  and  delighted  with 
them ;  as  for  him,  he  is  one  of  my  he-rots.  I  cannot  too  personally 
express  how  much  I  honour  him— indeed  envy  him,  I  mi-hi.  ahoo-'f 
say— but  that  there  is  no  such  alloy  in  the  feeling  with  which  he 
inspires  me. 

1  have  always  thought  that  there  should  he  somo  sort  of  in- 
tellectual gauge  for  the  privilege  of  tho  franchise— that  money 
HUiiliiiciUiiin  tor  Members  of  Parliament:  and  justices  of  the  peace 
by  itself  is  detestable. 

I  hopo  you  have  seen  the  account  of  the  working  of  the  ballot 
in  Australia.  It  has  always  been  a  persuasion  of  mine  that  we 
shall  learn  the  practical  lessons  of  jmliticiil  economy  from  our  off- 
shoots— from  those  who  are  not  afraid  to  experimentalise,  and  who 
have  no  clogs  of  antique  prejudice  en  their  movements. 

Believe  me  always  and  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Mack  t:  a  i>v. 


Sherborne,  Ite.ouibi- 2mf  18,7>7. 

My  dear  Pollock,  -If  I  wait  until  I  can  find  time  to  write  you 
a  letter  in  a  deprecatory  strain,  Christmas  must,  be  long  over  before 
I  shall  be  able  to  put  my  pert  to  paper.  T  have  my  hands  full  with 
tho  endeavour  to  stimulate  institutes,  and  the  preparation  for  the 
close  of  the  evening  school's  half  year — a  business,  I  assure  you,  of 
no  little  labour  and  responsibility.  Now  this  does  not  give  me 
time  to  couch  in  terms  befitting  its  importance  tho  great  favour  I 
have  to  ask  of  you:  Therefore  T  must  request  von  to  add  to  that 
favour,  if  you  grant  it,  the  additional  one  of  excusing  the  abrupt- 
ness iiiel  imiiTaCcfulness  of  the  mode  in  which  1  press  it. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  name  you  as  an  executor  to  my  will? 
There  is  but  a  small  matter  to  devise,  and.  the  equal  division  of  it 
leaves  Unit!  chance  of  embarrassment. 

I  need  not  state  the  inducements  there  are  to  make  me  anxious 
about  such  an  arrangement,  nor  could  I  touch  upon  them  without 
approaching  what  might  seem  the  language  of  flattery. 

I  should  have  a  great  deal  of  country  news  to  relate  if  I  had 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


.Letter*.  711 

time  to  teH  it ;  Iiut  must  confine  my  present  letter  to  its  one  all- 
important  request 
With  all  that  is  kindest  from  hence, 

I  am  ever  affectionately  yours, 

W.  C.  Macreaby. 

Sheihorrie,  March  4th,  1859. 

My  dear  Mns.  Pollock,— Tour  inquiry  tempts  jne  to  begin  my 
reply  with  the  ejaculation  of  one  of"  tin;  characters  in  a  forgotten 
entertainment  of  the  elder  Mathews— "  Tliat  child  will  be  the  death 
of  me!"  I  have  exhausted  the  terms  of  denial,  from  simple  asse- 
veration to  protestation  "  up  to  the  hearing  of  the  Gods,"  that 
I  never — to  my  knowledge  -saved  a  child  from  any  greater  peril 
than  that  of  a  whipping.  That  child  has  haunted  me  more  fre- 
quently than  his  strangely  fabricated  monster  did  Frankenstein. 
But  that  mischief  was  of  his  own  making,  and  to  my  phantom  I 
may  apply  the  words  of  Antonio, 

"  How  I  found  it,  caught  it,  or  came  by  it, 
What  stuff  'tis  i:::vl:  of,  whereof  it  is  born, 

Yon  give  me  a  most  delightful  holiday  to  look  forward  to  in  the 

frospect  of  yours  and  my  friend  Pollock's  visit  tons  at  Whitsuntide, 
t  will  indeed  light  lip  the  dreariness  of  our  sober  home;  and  I 
know  Katie  will  rejoice  in  welcoming  yon  both,  no  less  than  myself. 
Yen  shall  make  your  o.vn  terms  in  yoni-  ivpiiMl ions  upon  my  school- 
master labours,  by  which  however  I  am  disposed  to  think  little 
beyond  general  rules  ean  be  communicated. 

I  have  very  little  time  for  reading,  strange  as  it  must  seem. 
'  Aurora  Leigh'  t  have  at  Inst  read,  and  the  greater  part  o ("Robert 
Lytton's  last.  I  hope  to  talk  them  over  with  yon  here.  Yoars,  I 
fancy,  do  not  heighten  the  relish  for  poetry  :  anil  yet,  in  my  heart 
of  heart,  I  love  the  acquaintances  of  my  earlier  days.  Thetruly 
great  and  good  is  almost  always  simple  ;  it  rarely  happens,  Ithink, 
that  a  passage,  which  yon  are  obliged  to  read  over  again  for  its 
perfect  meaning,  happens  to  be  one  that,  lives  in  your  memory  as  a 
monitor  or  an  enjoyment.  Carlyle's  book  T  have  not  yet  read,  but 
nave  heard  Katie's  running  comments  on  it  as  she  went  through  it. 
The  measles  have  been  through  the  house.  Butty  had  no  sooner 
recovered  than  Katie  next,  and  afterwards  Johnny,  took  them;  but 
all  are  well,  thank  God,  quite  well,  and  better,  I  think,  than  before 
their  illness.  My  news  from  Madeira  was  more  cheering,  and  wo 
hope  to  see  my  son  Willie  and  his  wife  in  the  summer  here  previous 
to  their  return  to  Ceylon.  But  all  my  promised  pleasnres  I  hope 
for  with  irrepressible  fears.  Give  my  love  to  your  husband,  and 
believe  mc  always, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  C.  Machej-DY. 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


712  Macready  in  Seiirement. 

Sherborne,  May  1st,  1859, 
My  dear  Mrs.  Pollock,— The  only  drawhaek.  to  the  satisfaction 
your  letter  brought  with  it  is  in  tlni  limit  fixed  to  your  stay  with 
us  ;  and  if  liy  postponement  we  might  hope  to  prolong  it,  I  should 
wish  your  visit  to  be  longer  in  coming,  iind  bo  longer  in  all  ways. 
But  if  there  by  a  necessity  in  this,  its  there  is  in  so  many  earthly 
things,  we  must  he,  as  I  truly  am,  thankful  for  what  is  given.  I 
shall  be  interested  in  learning  1  ho  impression  that  your  husband 
received  from  tho  performance  of  'Henry  Y.'  Perhaps  I  ought  not 
to  hazard  an  opinion ;  hut  from  what  has  been  omitted  and  what 
has  been  interpolated  in  the  production  of  the  Shakespearian  plays 
at  the  Princess's  Theatre,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  as  if  the  test 
allowed  to  be  spoken  was  more  like  a  running  commentary  upon 
the  spectacles  exhibited,  than  the  scenic  arrangements  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  text.  It  has  however  been  popular,  and  the  main  end 
been  answered.  Perhaps  I  may  see  you  before  your  flying  visit. 
Katie  and  all,  thank  God,  are  pretty  well.  I  am  truly  glad  to  hear 
such  excellent  accounts  of  Frederick,  knowing  well  what  a  comfort 
it  must  be  to  both  of  you.  "And  our  own  children)  in  our  eyes, 
are  dearer  than  the  Bun." 

I  have  been  reading  over  part  of  the  diary  of  my  first  entry  on 
the  management  of  Govern:  Garden  Theatre.  "Whatwork!  and 
what  unrelieved  anxiety  1  The  dultiess  of  Hi i-L-Lorno  is  a' sort  of 
Elysium  when  contrasted  with  it.  I  am  intending  to  read  'Adam 
Bede,'  to  which  I  have  been  urged  by  many  earnest  recommenda- 
tions. Katie  sends  her  best  love — the  others  are  out.  .  With  all 
that  is  kindest  in  remembrance, 

I  am  always, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  C.  Macreadv. 

Sherborne  House,  December  9th,  1853. 
My  df.aii  Mrs.  Pollock, — Your  handwriting  was  a  pleasant  sight 
to  me  this  morning.  1  have  had  a  question  from  you  unanswered 
— for  many  weeks ;  but  much  to  do  and  inertness  in  doing  have 
from  time  to  time  put  off  my  reply.  You  inquired  where  Mrs. 
Malaprop's  admission  of ''the  self-impeachment"  was  taken  from ? 
I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  an  incorrect  quotation,  but  an  original 
mal-a-ji'-opoK  arrangement  or  selection.  I  am  glad  you  have  seen 
my  Katie,  and  that  you  think  well  of  her  prospect  or  chance  of 
becoming  a  good  singer  of'  music  married  to  immortal  verse" — for 
merely  playing  upon  a  voice  I  do  not  call  singing.  In  respect  to 
Ike  question  that  arises  in  your  mind  as  to  the  cultivation  o!  poetic 
art,  in  which  the  novelist's  is:  to  a  eeri.ain  degree  included,  being  in 
frequent  antagonism  with  the  duties  of  self-control  so  wisely  im- 
posed on  us,  1  si  inn  Id  lie  disposed  to  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Put 
I  do  not  think  the  poet  or  novelist  is  likely  to  suffer  so  much  from 
extreme  sensitiveness  as  the  player,  who  has  no  future  to  which  he 
may  appeal,  and  therefore  suffers  more  from  that  irritability  which 
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the  exercise  of  his  art  tends  rather  to  cherish  than  to  subdue.  The 
poet-,  you  are  aw;iro,  is  oVsri-iljod  of  tin;  in-il--. b ■■"'■■  ■/■  tins,  and  is  made 
so  by  having  to  excite  in  himself  the  emotions  which  in  common 
life  are  better  unknown  or  unfelt :  .the  player  has  to  awaken  them 
much  more  frequently,  and  without  the  glorious  immortality  that 
compensates  and  richly  rewards  them. 

I  shall  take  with  me  many  regrets  away  from  this  old  house, 
hallowed  as  it  is  to  memory  by  so  much  of  love  and  so  much  of 
sorrow ;  but  the  work  in  this  place  grows  too  exacting  upon  me, 
and  Johnny  is  now  too  old  to  be  without  boyish  companions  and  an 
arena  to  strive  in.  I  hope  too  that  you  and  other  friends  will  find 
Cheltenham  more  accessible  and  less  dull  than  Sherborne,  where 
the  house  and  my  school  and  some  few  neighbours  arc  the  sole 
attractions.    With  love  to  your  husband, 

Always  and  most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  MACREAnV. 
DuDster,  Somerset,  April  8th,  1860. 

My  i>bab  Mrs.  Pollock,— Your  letter  of  March  19th,  which  I 
found  at  Sherborne  on  my  return  from  London,  lay  on  my  table 
waiting  the  hoped-for  half-hour  that  might  furnish  its  answer,  until 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  home  and  dispose  of  it  in  my  travelling- desk. 
Here  it  is  before  me,  with  your  last  forwarded  to  me  from  my  late 
abode. 

Had.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  found  you  at  home,  ■when  I 
called  in  Montague  Square,  you  might  have  received  intimations 
of  contemplated  changes  in  my  family  which  wonld  have  consider- 
ably deadened  the  surprise  of  the  recent  announcement.  But 
for  writing  I  have  had  no  time.  That  old  excuse  is  still  good  for 
me.  With  the  school  and  my  surrender  of  it,  a  public  reading, 
my  house  all  the  while  in  the  active  course  of  disiiimishing,  busi- 
ness at  Cheltenham  and  all  around  mo,  liom  curly  morning  to  a. 
very  late  hour  in  the  evening  1  had  not  one  five  minutes  at  my 
command. 

I  am  quite  aware  that  the  change  I  have  made  in  my  home  may 
subject  me  to  varieties  of  opinion;  but  I  have,  in  deliberating 
upon  it,  satisfied  myself  that  a  judgment  formed  without  know- 
ledge of  the  conditions  under  which  such  a  change  has  been,  de- 
cided on  cannot  be  worth  attention.  You  have  seen  my  home ;  hut 
visitors  cannot  know  the  wants  in  a  house  where  only  plenty  ap- 
pears to  them.  You  will  live  to  find  that  your  children,  dear  and 
intimate  as  they  may  be,  still  are  not  companions  ;  and  I  hope  in 
God  you  will  never  experience  the  lonelinsee  of  a  widowed  home. 

My  wife  is  dear  Katie's  most  intimate  friend,  and  both  she  and 
the  other  two  children  have  been  most  anxious  for  the  engage- 
ment that  has  been  formed. 

On  the  merits  of  her  who  has  blessed  me  with  her  affection  I 
would  not  dilate ;  it  is  enough  to  be  grateful  for  the  possession  of 
them,  and  for  the  belief  that  my  home  will  be  much  more  cheerful, 
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much  better  conducted,  and  in  all  respects  much  happier  when  she 
has  the  conduct  of  it.  Of  this  I  1h.ij.io  you  will  be  a  witness.  There 
arc,  I  know,  as  all  the  world  docs,  imprudences  in  marriages  where 
the  ages  are  disproportion;!  to.  .From  the  many  motives  that  have 
led  on  to  this,  in  addition  to  tho  primary  one  of  sober  affection,  I 
believe  this  will  be  found  an  exception  to  a  general  rule.  I  need 
scarcely  say  I  have  but  one  compauion  here,  who  reciprocates  very 
cordially  your  good  wishes. 

Always  and  most  sincerely  vours, 

__^_______ W.  C.  Mackeadv. 

G,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  June  Ilth,  13G0. 

Mv  dear  Mrs.  Pollock,— The  business  of  settling  ourselves 
down  in  anew  house,  and  in  a  strange  place,  contracts  very  much 
the  opportunities  for  correspondence  ;  I  should  else  have  answered 
your  inquiries  about  Cheltenham  earlier.  I  presume  you,  who 
■'  have  seen  the  cities  and  manners  of  many  men,"  have  not  omitted 
Cheltenham  in  your  wide  survey.  If  so,  you  will  not  dissent  from 
niy  opinion  of  its  beauty.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  town  in 
England,  or  out  of  it,  laid  out  with  so  much  taste,  such  a  con- 
tinual intermixture  of  garden,  villa,  street,  and  avenue.  The  hills 
that  encompass  it  are  objects  of  interest  and  beauty,  observable 
from  almost  every  point ;  the  conveniences  of  all  kinds  equal  those 
of  London,  and  with  the  shops  and  clubs  and  various  institutions, 
give  the  promise  of  a  residence  answering  the  demands  of  the  most 
fastidious.  So  much  for  Cheltenham  itself.  Of  its  society  I  can 
scarcely  speak,  having  only  seen  the  callers  and  the  guests  at 
dinners  that  have  been  given  in  welcome  to  US;  but  as  far  as  I 
can  form  a  judgment,  I  have  been  favourably  impressed. 

Our  house  is  one,  as  Captain  Bobadil  would  say,  "  somewhat  of 
the  smallest,"  after  Sherborne,  being,  I  think,  not  quite  a  quarter 
of  its  sine,  and  it  has  cost  ns  some  trouble  to  squeeze  ourselves 
and  our  appurtenances  into  it.  Indeed  we  have  not  been  able  to 
do  this  without  curtailment,  leaving  behind  us  at  Sherborne,  for 
distribution  by  sale,  some  of  the  stock  of  our  household  goods, 
nnd  sending  Others  to  London  upon  the  same  errand.  We  are  now 
ensconced  each  in  several  corners,  and  have  no  reason  to  complain 
of  our  accommodation,  though  a  little  cramped  for  room.  "We  have 
a  spare  bed-room,  and  are  able,  with  a  little  squeezing,  to  make  up 
another  single  bod.  Therefore,  if  you  will  at  any  ti mo  induce  my 
good  friend  I'd  look  to  ni:iko  his  holiday  route  byway  of  Chelten- 
ham, you  will  know  that  our  cabin  doors  will  be  ready  to  leap  off 
their  hinges  to  n.o<ivo  you  Imih.  I  have  besides  a  very  good  little 
housekeeper,  who  will  take  delight  in  trying  to  make  you  comfort- 
able, and  whom  I  should  very  much  \vi>h  to  know  you  both,  as  I 
should  wish  you,  in  becoming  acquainted  with  her,  to  be  satisfied 
of  the  reasons,  over  and  above  those  which  inclination  might 
suggest,  that  led  to  this  change  in  our  family  arrangements ;  for  I 
hear  that  in  tho  "world"  (which  is  a  very  limited  circumference) 
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I  am  rather  hardly  dealt  with.  Thank  God,  I  can  well  afford  it. 
As  I  have  been  prevented  from  writing  Hindi.  I  have  been  hindered, 
from  reading  almost  altogether.  I  fancy  beyond  one  or  two 
articles  in  the  reviews,  and  t'orsier's  '  Arrest  of  the  Five  Mem- 
bers,' I  have  have  read  nothing  since  Christmas— at  least  I  remem- 
ber nothing.  I  hear  George  Elliot's  l.inik  spoken  of  with  praise,  T 
may  say  universally,  but  ir  lias  been  hitherto  sealed  to  me.  But  I  do 
intend— if  I  live— to  resume  my  Labils  of  si  tidy,  us  soon  as  ever  I 
get  my  books  in  order.  It  is  the  fashion  to  desert  Cheltenham  in 
the  summer,  on  the  plea  that  it  is  too  hot ;  and  in  submission  to 
that  irresistible  law,  people  are  already  beginning  to  run  away, 
though  it  is  so  cold  ivo  have  fires  every  day.  "We  shall  have  tho 
place  all  to  ourselves  soon,  and  then  I  will  redeem  lost  time  in  the 
reading  way.  Itemember  me  affectionately  to  Pollock,  and  with 
my  wife's  kind  regards  to  yon  and  him, 
I  remain, 
Ever  and  always  most  sincerely  yours, 
___  W.  C.  Macready. 

Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  January  I2tli,  1861. 
My  mar  Mas.  Pollock, — The  ranks  of  my  friends  are  thinning 
so  fast  that  it  is  ft  privilege  particularly  precious  to  find  oneself 
not  forgotten  by  the  few  that  remain,  and  most  of  all  by  those 
held  in  the  most  affectionate  regard.  Many  thanks  for  all  your 
kind  wishes,  which  are  heartily  reciprocated  to  you  and  yours. 
One  important  item  that  goes  to  make  up  earthly  happiness  I  have 
of  late  been  endeavouring  tn  regain— health  ;  and  I  begin  to  fear 
at  my  time  of  life  it  is  unreasonable  io  expect  it.  The  lesson 
therefore  that  is  left  me  is  to  be  grateful  and  content  without  it. 
I  was  inLondonfor  a  day  in  the  course  of  last  month,  bat  it  was  to 
seek  advice  for  Johnny,  who  now,  thank  God,  is  sufficiently  well 
to  take  his  place  among  the  skaters  in  the  public  gardens  near  us. 
I  was  tied  to  him  while  in  town,  and  could  not  leave  my  hotel 
with  him,  so  raw  and  foggy  was  the  atmosphere.  It  was-  one  of 
the  "  London  fogs."  I  have  not  been  in  society  since  the  middle 
of  September,  and  feel  nearly  certain  T  shull  never  resume  my 
place  in  it,  for  I  have  much  to  do,  and  but  little  timo,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  to  do  it  in.  I  am  glad  to  have  so  good  an  account  of  your 
boys.  We  have  had  in  our  house  the  ordinary  run  of  colds,  but  all 
are  now  tolerably  well.  Katie  is  pi  .-['severance  itself  at  her  music, 
and  Butty  is  enjoying  her  holidays.  I  have  but  a  slight  personal 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Theodore  Martin,  but.  what  I  saw  of  him  I 
liked  very  much,  and  have  received  several  courtesies  from  him. 
Mrs.  Martin  is  very  crignginsr  mid  attractive,  and  I  do  not  at  all 
wonder  at  her  making  so  pleasing  an  impression  on  you.  You 
would  be  surprised  to  remark  how  entirely  theatrical  subjects  have 
lost  their  interest  with  me.  Tho  past  is  as  a  dream,  so  little  has 
been  the  result  derived  from  it.  X  must  not  say  there  seems  to 
be  no  stage  now ;  but  for  a  school  of  the  theatrical  art  wliero 
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must  wo  look  ?    I  am  far  more  interestedin  this  pregnant  question 
of  the  Recession  of  the  American   Stales  and  the  unity  of  Italy 
than  in  Mr.  Smith's  Drury   i".;ute   and   Opera  House.     I  am  for 
Carlyle!     Adieu,  and  with  every  kindest,  thought  and  wish, 
Believe  me  to  be, 

Always  most  sincerely  yours, 
W.  0.  Hackeady. 


6,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  April  11th,  1861. 

My  deab  Mhs.  Pollock, — Your  letter  made  me  very  desirous 
of  getting  up  out  of  my  arm-chair  and  setting  off  for  London,  but 
the  effort  to  do  so  soon  satisfied  me  of  the  impracticability  of  the 
scheme,  and  I  had  only  to  sink  back  again  with  the  Psalmist's  wish, 
"  Oh  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove,  for  then  would  I  flee  away,"  and 
spend  two  or  three  happy  duys  in  MoTiiuirue  Square,  and  go  to  see 
M.  Fcchter  act.  The  fact  is  I  am  but  a  convalescent,  and  too 
much  bound  to  pay  atiention  to  my  state  of  health,  and  be  strictly 
observant  of  rules  laid  down  for  me,  to  enjoy  the  freedom  of 
wandering  at  will.  I  am  sure  I  need  not  say,  if  it  were  in  my 
power,  with  due  regard  to  the  strictness  of  my  regulations,  how 
happy  I  should  be  in  aeceptiii!;  your  hind  invitation.  I  should  go 
with  a  predisposition  towards  a  favourable,  indeed  a  high  opinion 
of  M.  Techier,  from  a  criticism  I  read  upon  his  performance  of 
the  'Corsican  Brothers,'  (li.-ci'JiiiiuaiinLr  as  ho  was  reported  to 
have  done  with  extraordinary  nicety,  the  difference  of  manner 
and  character  in  the  brothers— a  distinction  which  had  not  been 
made  by  the  former  representative.  But  I  should  prefer  seeing 
the  artist  in  ihe  '  Oreste,'  or  ■  Mahomet,'  or  'Tancrede,'  to  seeing 
him  act  in  English.  It  would  be,  I  fancy,  tome  wiiat,  in  reading, 
a  good  translation  would  convey  —  the  substance  and  passion 
of  the  scene  would  be  given,  but  minuter  beauties  and  more 
subtle  meaning,  belonging  to  the  genius  of  the  languago,  must, 
I  cannot  but  think,  escape  the  apprehension  of  a  foreigner.  I 
thought  thus  of  myself  in  contemplating  a  far  easier  task  than 
Hamlet,  viz.,  the  performance  of '  Oreste '  with  BacbeL  In  stating 
thus  much  I  assure  you  I  entertain  averyhighopinion  of  the  power 
I  believe  M.  Feebler  to  posses,  and  he  is  the  only  actor  living  that 
I  would  uow  think  it  worth  my  while  to  go  and  see.  Indeed  I 
would  go  if  I  were  a  movable,  but,  as  the  world  seems  to  be  going 
on  at  a  faster  and  faster  rate,  I  become  more  and  more  stationary. 
I  have  not  read  the  previous  novel  of  'Adam  liede  ;'  I  cannot  keep 
up  with  the  speed  of  the  reading  world  ;  I  have  indeed  devoured 
Macaulay's  fifth  volume,  and  am  now  in  my  second  perusal  of 
'  Essays  and  Reviews.'  I  read  the  book  so  hastily  the  first  time 
that  I  am  obliged  to  go  through  it  again  to  test  the  justice  of  the 
Episcopalian  denunciations  of  it. 

Madame,  who  is  from  home,  would  charge  me,  I  know,  with 
every  kind  message  to  you,  and  is  very  anxious  to  enjoy  the  ac- 
quaintance of  ono  whose  name  has  become  a  household  word  to 
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spite  of  all  some  particles  stick  to  him. 
"With  kindest  love  to  your  boys, 


6,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  May  9th,  1861. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Pollock, — Your  letter  received  this  morning, 
with  its  requisition  of  an  answer  to  snch  a  question,  threw  me 
into  a  state  of  effervescenco ;  and,  if  I  had  been  as  young  as  once 
I  was,  and  as  energetic,  I  think  I  should  have  jumped  from  my 
bed,  where  a  sudden  and  severe  attack  of  cold  had  laid  me,  and 
have  fired  off  an  essay— the  "  thousandth  and  oneth,"  I  fancy — on 
the  character  of  Hamlet !  Unless  I  attempted  such  a  work  I  could 
not  satisfactorily  answer  your  inquiry,  that  is,  I  could  not  prove 
to  you  the  converse  of  your  friend's  suggestion.  One  of  the  highest 
compliments  I  ever  received  in  the  exercise  of  my  art  was  paid 
me  by  a  very  jealous  watcher  over  my  acting,  who  had  been 
familiar  with  all  my  contemporaries,  including  John  KembJe  ;  this 
was,—"  Yours  is  the  only  intelligible  Hamlet  I  have  ever  seen." 
Now,  as  this  infers  some  reasoning  in  the  preparation  of  the  re- 
presentation, and  as  I  have  conceived  the  oxeitcrnent  of  that  most 
excitable  being  to  be  carried  to  its  highest  pitch  in  the  effect  of 
the  test  he  applied  to  the  conscience  of  the  King,  it  follows  that  I 
must  differ  the  whole  heaven  from  your  friend.  When  you  give 
me  the  opportunity— let  me  hope  it  may  he  in  yonr  promised  visit 
to  Cheltenham — I  feci  confident  of  winning  you  over  to  my  opinion. 
Your  arguer  states  that  such  a  view  would  make  "  nonsense "  of 
the  dialogue  that  follows.  This  is  rather  a  hard  word.  I  should 
merely  say  in  reply  that  such  a  remark  could  only  come  from  one 
who  took  the  surface  of  the  words,  and  did  not  feel  the  surge  of 
passion  that  is  underneath  them.  I  will  put  by  your  letter  care- 
fully till  I  see  you  (which  must  be  in  Cheltenham,  not  in  London), 
when  I  will  discuss  the  matter  with  it  in  one  hand,  and  the  answer, 
Shakespeare,  in  the  other.  I  cannot  get  well,  and  therefore  cannot 
see  M.  Fechter,  though  not  less  obliged  to  you  for  wishing  me  to 
do  so.  Pray  excuse  the  haste  of  my  letter ;  if  I  had  not  written 
at  once  I  might  have  delayed  my  writing  long.  With  Mrs. 
Hacrcady's  kindest  regards  and  Katie's  best  love, 
I  am  always, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Vf.  C.  Macready. 

13,  Hontpelier,  Ilfiacombe,  K.  Devon,  June  24th,  1861. 

Mr  bear  Mrs.  Pollock,— I  will  not  belie  you  either  as  to  age 
or  intellect,  or  to  any  quality  you  possess,  so  far  as  to  say  that  it 
does  not  become  yon.    To  your  inquiry,  I  never*  did  retain  the 
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words  you  quote,  in  the  scene  with  Horatio  and  Marcellus ;  *  but 
1  can  readily  conceive  that  anyone  upon  whom  I  could  impress 
the  agitated  and— may  I  say  ?— exalted  state  of  mind  that  I  en- 
deavoured to  convey  to  my  auditors  in  that  scene,  might  have 
carried  away  the  belief,  in  the  general  effect,  that  those  and  other 
words  of  a  light  character  were  uttered.  What  a  dream  to  me 
now  is  Hamlet ! — and  Macbeth,  and  Lear,  and  lago,  and  Cassiiis, 
and  others,  in  whose  very  being  I  seem  to  have  lived,  so  much 
their  thoughts  and  feelings  were  my  own!  How  I  should  have 
enjoyed  being  at  Stratford  with  you!  I  used  always  to  turn  aside, 
when  near  in  my  professional  wanderings,  to  make  a  pilgrimage 
at  that  shrine  before  which  I  shall  never  stand  to  meditate  again  ! 
Alas !  for  that  word  "  never  1"  In  a  crowded  city  it  cannot  have 
half  the  solemnity  that  in  this  tranquillity  it  brings  with  it  We 
shall  look  forward  to  seeing  you  and  Pollock  at  Cheltenham,  D.V., 
in  the  autumn.  Our  stay  in  this  beautiful  place  we  expect  will 
extend  to  two  months.  I  am  just  now  alone,  Cecile  andBenvenuta 
and  Johnny  being  on  a  ramble  over  the  hills.  I  must  hope  you 
will  like  one  who  lias  indeed  shed  so  much  of  sunshine  through  a 
home  thai-  really  Viceded  enlivening. 

Believe  me  ever, 


6,  Wellington  Sijuuro,  CWllcnlmni,  Si'pttmljer  30th,  1861. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Pollock, — I  too  have  been  thinking,  for  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks,  of  writing  to  you,  in  the  fear  that  the  autumn 
might  pass  away,  and  you  forget  the  plea.sing  expectation  you 
had  warranted  me  in  entertain  in;;  of  wooing  you  here  before  the 
expiration  of  your,  or  rather  your  husband's  holidays.  But  as  you 
let  me  believe  that  I  have  now  and  then  taken  my  turn  in  your 
recollections,  I  am  encouraged  to  hope  that  you  will  not  let  the 
autumn  pass  without  a  visit  to  Cheltenham.  Although  we  have 
shrunk,  in  respect,  i.o  space,  in  our  exchange  of  Sherborne  for  our 
present  home,  we  eaa  sin. I  room  lor  the  little  gentleman  and  his. 
nurse,  who  will  not,  T  dare  say,  be  very  fastidious  about  her  limited 
accommodation.  To  you  both  what  a  contrast  will  tilts  (own  of 
trim  gardens,  well  filled  for  ''retired  leisure,"  be  to  the  wild  tracts 
of  heathy  moor  and  hill  Unit,  you  are  now  traversing  !  Many  are 
the  delightful  memories  associated  in  my  mind  with  "  the  land  of 
the  mountain  and  the  flood,"  and  in  nothing  should  1  more  delight 
than  in  giving  a  Mimmer  to  another  pedestrian  tour  in  the  High- 
lands. "  But  Aj.',v  wilii  steolim;  slops  liath  ekwed  mo  m  Ills  clutch." 
and  I  can  only  recall  in  vivid  picture  to  my  imagination  the 
"  sounding  cataract,  the  tall  rock,  the  mountain,  and  the  deep  and 
gloomy  wood,  that  were  to  me  an  appetite,  a  feeling,  and  a  love" 

*  At  the  end  of  the  first  act  of  '  Hamlet,*  after  the  disappearance  of  tho 
Ghost. 
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in  years  long  past.  But  this  enables  me  to  accompany  yon  in 
fancy  in  your  rarablings,  and  in  my  mind's  eye  to  see  the  romantic 
landscape  of  your  wanderings.  Von  will  not  forget  thai  we  have 
some  points  of  dispute  left  unsettled  "touching  the  Lord  Hamlet," 
which  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  enter  on  with  you,  either  to  be 
corrected  of  my  error  in  judgment,  or  to  make  good  the  truth  of 
my  conception.  I  am  now  engaged  in  reading  'Hamlet 'to  my 
family  and  some  visitors,  but  the  effort  teaches  me  the  unwelcome 
truth,  that  my  reading  days  are  past.  With  reference  to  the  in- 
tolerance you  allude  to,  I  am  weary  of  the  dogmatism  of  sects  and 
preachers  who  "deal  damnation  round  the  land"  interchangeably 
■with  ono  another  ;  but  the  passage  from  Casaubon,*  which  you 
quote,  is  especially  amusing. 

I  am  always, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Macbbady. 


6,  Wellington  Squire,  Cheltunham,  October  31st,  1801. 

My  bear  Mrs.  Pollock,— With  the  concluding  sentences  of  your 
welcome  letter  I  must  begin  my  acknowledgment  of  it,  in  ex- 
pressing to  you  the  deep  disappointment  which  the  postponement 
of  your  visit  (let  me  have  the  consolation  of  so  terming  it)  occasioned 
me.  I  had  been  looking  forward  to  it  so  Ions,  anil  had  ant ieip.it cd 
so  many  pleasant  discussions  and  disputes  (!)  with  you  on  subjects 
of  art,  jn'iliii^,  soeieiv,—  in  fact,  all  tho  tilings  of  this  world,  and 
many  others  besides— that  it  left  a  Hank  in  my  thoughts  and  hopes 
difficult  to  describe.  My  life  is  monotonous  licre,  though,  thank 
God,  not  without,  its  peculiar  pleasures  —  those  of  retirement,  and 
such  as  belong  to  the  jourm-v,  rapidly  declining,  down  the  bill  of 
life.  Your  visit  was  looked  forward  to  as  a  delightful  variety  to 
my  uniform  course,  gratifying  in  its  own  duration,  and  leaving 
memories  as  a  compensation  for  its  close.  Well,  let  me  hope  to 
live  on  to  a  more  auspicious  arrangement. 

I  do  not  know  how  much  to  touch  upon  your  notico  of  M. 
Fee-liter's  performance  without  seeming  to  be  ill-natured,  which  I 
do  not  wish  to  he.  From  the  judgment  1  had  funned  upon  the 
various  critiques  T  had  read,  and  (he  descriptions  of  him  I  had 
heard,  I  could  not  help  thinking  that,  in  your  surprise  at  a 
foreigner  doing  so  much  with  a  masterpiece  of  our  language,  yon 
were  betrayed  into  giving  him  credit  for  more  1ii.ii)  he  really  eonhl 
do.  I  longed  to  hear  what  you  would  say  of  his  attempt  at.  Othello. 
Your  remarks  do  not  much  differ  from  what  I  had  espeded. 
Tliank  von  for  the  copy  of  the  play  an  interpreted  by  Fechter.  It 
should  not  have  been  published.  The  real  artist  does  not  pre- 
engage  Tour  opinion  bv  telling  yon  what  ho  is  going  to  draw:  H 
tho  tree,  or  rock,  or  man,  or  woman  do  not  describe  themselves  on 

*  In  which  he  speaks  of  "  atheists  nnd  othsr  wretches  whb  it-  not  believe  it 
witchcraft." 
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the  canvas,  the  writing  underneath,  will  not  persuade  us  of  the 
resemblance.  His  views  of  the  subject  show  him  to  mo  to  be  a 
clever  man,  but  altogether  superficial  in  his  power  of  In  vest  Ration. 
He  cannot  percfivo  wli.nr  l.lns  poet  gives  language  to  his  creations, 
in  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  in  direct  con- 
tradiction of  the  feelings  that  oppress  them.  I  would  not  use 
severe  terms,  but  cann>t  find  a  truer  word  to  express  my  senso 
of  M.  Fech  tor's  eonee  prions,  than  to  confess  they  appear  to  me 
shallow.  There  is  frequenl  perversion  of  the  author's  meaning, 
and  complete  blindness  as  to  the  emotions  of  his  characters— e.  </., 
the  demission  of  his  lofty  nature  to  bestow  a  thought  upon  that 
miserable  thing  Iago,  when  his  great  mind  had  made  itself  up  to 
die!  To  me  it  was  in  the  worst  taste  of  a  small  melodramatic 
theatre. 

A  friend  of  mine  in  Paris,  on  whoso  judgment  1  place  great 
reliance,  as  I  do  on  yours,  in  answer  to  my  inquiries,  informed  me 
that  he  was  regarded  there  as  a  clever  melodramatic  actor,  but 
unpen  exagiii.  The  appreciators  of  Talma  are  not  likely  to  be  in- 
sensible to  the  merits  of  a  great  theatrical  artist.  But  for  myself 
I  can  "only,  as  you  are  aware,  offer  an  opinion  on  the  direct  points 
of  the  case,  which  the  newspapers  and  M.  Fechter's  own  pub- 
lication lay  before  me. 

We  were  ail  in  great  glee  lo  fee  Frederick's  name  among  the 
successful  competitors  for  the  Prince  Consort's  prizes  at  Eton.  I 
congratulate  heartily  you  and  Pollock  on  the  satisfaction  you  must 
Lave  in  his  progress. 


6,  Wellington  S.;;i.-rr.-,  Clhcltrnnnm,  Fe;>ruii:-y  SLh,  ISO?. 

My  deak  Mrs.  Pollock,— I  was  indeed  glud  to  see  your  hand- 
writing again,  although  the  announcement  of  the  charades  certified 
to  me  that  you  were  all  in  good  health,  and  in  the  best  spirits.  I 
think. I  detected  the  different  actors  through  the  disguises  of  the 
names,  and  should  have  been  too  glad  to  have  assisted  at  the  repre- 
sentation. I  did  not  know  how  far  my  opinion  on  the  Othello  of 
Fechter,  as  I  could  judge  of  its  conception  from  the  copy  you 
sent  me,  would  agree  with  yours,  but  I  fancy  we  should  not  be 
widely  diverse  in  our  judgments.  I  shrink  from  being  regarded  as 
a  praiser  of  the  time  past,  but  certainly,  from  all  lean  collect, 
regard  the  present  as  destitute  of  all  pretension  to  excellence  in 
the  higher  works  of  the  dramatic  art.  The  American  imbroglio 
gave  me  great  uneasiness,  and  I  look  still  with  something  like 
desponding  anxiety  to  the  termination  of  the  struggle.  I  have  not 
been  well  of  late,  and  find  that  I  do  not  shake  off  illness  as  I  used 

I  know  the  author  of  the  books  you  recommend  (which  I  shall 
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get),  and  I  know  him  to  be  one  of  the  brightest  spirits  of  his 
country.  The  portrait  yon  allude  to  was  taken  in  1826— the 
character  of  William  Tell ;  it  is  an  exaggeration— certainly  not 
good.  My  chances  of  seeing  London  again  are  few  indeed.  If  I 
live,  and  have  hcmllh  arid  sirongUi  ciiuiigh,  I  suppose  I  must  try  to 
have  a  glance  at  the  Exhibition— the  National  one,  I  mean— when 
the  first  rush  is  over  ;  hut  my  future  seems  to  me  so  uncertain,  that 
I  promise  myself  nothing.  There  was  never  perhaps  so  universal 
a  demonstration  of  sorrow  as  at  tho  late  Prince's  death.  How  very 
beautiful,  beautifully  earnest,  are  Tennyson's  lines  in  the  inscrip- 
tion of  the'  Idylls  'to  his  memory !  I  read  very  little  now,  except  in 
school  books  with  Johnny,  and  during  her  holidays,  with  JSuity. 
My  chief  business  is  to  watch  the  flickering  lamp  of  health,  and 
nurse  its  lessening  flame. 

Believe  mo  always,  dear  Mrs.  Pollock, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 
W.  C.  Mac 


6,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  May  11th,  1862. 

My  deah  Mas.  Pollock, — Many,  many  thanks  to  you  for  your 
kind  congratulations.  I  do  not  know  how  far,  at  my  advanced 
time  of  life,  such  an  arrival  may  be  really  a  subject  greatly  to 
rejoice  in,  but  I  am  in  principle  an  optimist,  and  am  firm  in  the 
belief  that  the  Disposer  of  all,  knowing  best  what  is  best  for  us, 
so  dispenses  His  gilts  to  us. 

Thank  God,  my  wife  and  ber  baby  are  doing  as  well  as  mymost 
sanguine  wishes  could  desire,  and  I  need  scarcely  add  that  she  is 
delighted  with  her  little  son. 

I  have  read,  and  with  very  great  pleasure,  Henry  Taylor's 
dramatic  poem.  The  two  scenes  between  lolande  and  Orleans  I 
thought  very  touching  and  very  beautiful,  and  the  characters 
sustained  with  excellent  discrimination  throughout  the  play. 

If  I  should  be  able  to  visit  London  this  year,  it  will  be  when 
there  is  a  chance  of  being  less  jostled  by  the  crowd  at  the  Grand 
Exhibition  than  there  could  be  at  present ;  but  I  grow  more  and 
more  like  the  limpet  on  the  rock. 

Fechter,  I  fancy,  must  be  growing  by  degrees  less  in  general 
opinion,  which,  upon  the  marvel  of  a  foreigner  doing  so  much,  had 
given  him  credit  tor  more  than  he  really  could  do. 

I  cannot  imagine  the  effect  of  painted  sculpture,  but  to  judge 
one  must  of  course  see,  and  your  approval  staggers  my  precon- 
ceived notions. 

I  am  always, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 
"W.  0.  Macbbadt. 

P.8.— Have  you  read  'ies  MufraNes '  I 
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6,  Welling™  i-v.iv.nre.  f.:ln;Ucnliara,  August  7th,  18132. 

My  bear  M-hs.  Pollock, — By  this  time  I  fancy  you  hare  pnt 
aside  your  maps  and  handbooks,  having1  made  out  the  .track  you 
intend  to  pursue  in  your  autumnal  holiday.  May  it  give  yon  both 
all  the  pleasure  you  can  anticipate  from  it,  and  much,  more  to 
boot!  But  will  you  let  me  inquire  if  Cheltenham  comes  within 
its  outward  or  homeward  course  ?  Why  I  tease  you  with  thia 
inquiry  is  that  I  am  deferring  tho  settlement  of  a  domestic  cere- 
mony until  I  learn  whether  my  friend  Pollock  and  you  can  ho 
present  at  it,  I  may  say  with  the  most  unchristian  king,  "  I  long 
to  have  this  young  one  made  a  Christian."  Now  if  you  were  likely 
to  pass  this  way,  I  would  put  off  the  naming  of  the  young  gentle- 
man until  your  arrival,  which,  for  nnnsbsrs  of  reasons  needless  to 
be  recited,  I  should  prefer  to  engaging  a  proxy.  But  with  distance 
and  limitation  of  time,  I  am  aware  wo  cannot,  as  St.  Paul  says, 
always  "  do  the  things  we  would."  If  yon  can  do  this,  I  feel 
assured  it  will  be  done;  and  if  you  cannot,  T  shall  not  less  feel 
thai  all  your  wishes  will  be  with  us. 

I  have  been  taking  Johnny  to  Tavistock  to  initiate  him  in  dis- 
cipline, which  he  never  would  get  at  home.  I  look  in  all  the  Eton 
reports  for  the  possible  mention  of  the  sous  of  Cornelia.  To-day 
is  the  birthday  of  my  Willie,  who  has  at  last  got  his  promotion, 
and  is  doing  as  well  as  his  precarious  health  will  allow  him  to  do. 
I  hope  his  younger  brothers  may  turn  out  as  conscientious  and 
honourable  men  as  he  has  shown  himself. 
I  ain  always, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  C.  Maciieadv. 


G,  Wellington  Stparc,  Chdti'nasni,  Jnuuwv  tltii.  1854. 
Mr  heab  Mas.  Pollock,- -With  all  my  heart  do  I  reciprocate 
the  good  wishes  lliat.  the  season  suggests,  which  you  have  so 
kindly  expressed,  for  which  I  most  truly  tli.iijk  you,  and  which 
I  should  have  acknowledged  some  days  since,  if  this  intense  frost, 
in  its  dissolution;  had  permitied  a  more  active  pbt.y  of  my  lingers, 
and  a  release  from  the  torpid  state  in  which  I  seem  to  have  been 
during  the  last  few  days.  I  cannot  recollect,  when  I  have  been  so 
sensible  of  the  numbi'iisr  e  fleets  of  winter,— but  at  this  I  suppose 
I  am  not  to  wonder,  as  one  of!  he  changes  which  time  in  its  course 
brings  on.  Wo  were  indeed  glad  to  hear  of  Walter's  success, 
though  it  caused  us  no  surprise,  for  I  look  on  your  boys  as  sure  of 
their  advancement.  I  wish  T  knew  or  could  practise  yournietbod 
of  stiiuulaling  the,  dispositions  of  your  children  to  work.  I  had 
thought  that  the  mode,  of  oimcenunt  by  narrations,  pictures,  and 
suggestive  means  would  do,  loir  experience,  has  proved  to  me  that 
this  is  too  luxurious  a  system,  and  f  have  noticed  success  in  dry 
and  severe  discipline  (which  you  do  not  use),  where  my  endeavours 
have  been  comparative  failures. 
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I  should  like  very  much  to  make  one  of  the  audience  at  your 
play,  hut  my  visits  to  London,  when  made,  are  generally,  if  not 
always  now,  serious  affairs.  1'lie  stage  has  lost  all  its  interest  for 
me.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  new  performers,  and  the 
praises  I  see  lavished  on  the  old  ones,  whom  I  do  know,  I  cannot 
put  faith  in.  I  see  no  periodicals  except  La  ficvue,  which  comes 
every  fortnight,  and  occasionally  an  Edinburgh  or  Quarterly;  but 
I  shall  send  for  the  December  number  of  Fraser,  for  the  pleasure  of 
leading  your  article.  I  have  merely  seen  an  abstract  of  Kenan's 
book ;  but  the  opinions  of  others  do  not  touch  the  faith  in  which 
I  have  satisfied  myself,  though  1  respect  the  sincerity  of  others, 
whatever  shape  it  may  assume.  I  never  hear  the  name  of  Aubrey 
de  Vere  without  deep  interest,  for  be  appeared  to  me  one  of  the 
most  engaging  persons  I  ever  held  converse  with.  If  he  is  happy 
in  his  full  persuasion,  who  shall  raise  a  question  on  it?  I  have 
not  read,  though  I  much  wish  to  read,  Fronde,  but  my  days  are 
now  so  short,  and  I  get  so  little  done  in  them,  that  I  despair  of 
accomplishing  that  wish,  with  many  others  of  ft  similar  kind. 
Yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  C.  Macekaot. 


6,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  May  7th,  1864. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Pollock, —  A.  certain  space  in  life,  a  certain 
amount  of  duty  to  be  done,  is  apportioned  to  each  of  us,  and  when 
that  space  has  been  occupied  and  our  obligations  to  duty  discharged, 
the  shelter  of  a  quiet  home  has  moro  of  real  respectability,  I  think, 
than  the  repeated  returns  to  public  life  which  public  characters 
too  often  make.  I  received  applications  both  from  the  Stratford 
and  London  Committees  to  give  a  "  taste  of  my  quality  "  in  what- 
ever way  I  might  think  preferable;  but  as  I  could  not  show  my 
devotion  to  the  genius  of  Shakespeare  with  the  power  I  once 
possessed,  I  would  offer  no  unworthy  incense  at  his  shrine ;  and 
de-dined  exhibiting  myself  at  either  celebration.  The  London  affair 
has  indeed  proved  a  most  ridiculous  fiasco — it  has  "  died  indeed 
and  made  no  sign."  Of  the  present  race  of  actors  I  may  say,  with 
the  exception  of  three  or  four,  I  know  nothing,  and  from  the  little 
I  have  seen,  since  I  left  London,  the  audiences  seem  to  have 
diringed  with  the  performers.  But  has  not  this  always  been  the 
case?  —  that  tho.  retired  artist  thinks  his  art  deteriorated  sinee 
he  quitted  tho  exercise  of  itP  I  fancy  it  must  be  so,  and  to  the 
rising  generation  the  same  excitement  will  bo  kindled  by  the  race 
to  come  as  was  by  that  which  has  passed  away.  I  envy  you  the 
privilege  of  attending  those  delightful  lectures.  My  life  is  made 
'  '  '  '  "  care  of  the  remnant  of  health  that  is  left 
now  to  the  end,  whenever  that  is  to  be. 
I  am  always, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Macrkaov. 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


724  Macready  in  Retirement. 

6,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  October  23rd,  186*. 

My  DEAit  Mrs.  Pollock, — From  your  late  poetical  intercourse, 
how  can  you  with  patience  descend  to  the  prosaic  communications 
of  one  "  infirm  and  old,"  whoso  highest  efforts  ■were  to  give  voice 
to  others'  inspirations  ?  Tou  mnst  look  for  a  very  dull  and  matter- 
of-fact  reply  to  your  very  interesting  letter.  Of  my  home  news  all 
I  have  to  tell  yon  is,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  good.  My  partingwith 
dear  Butty  was  alleviated,  as  much  as  it  could  be,  by  the  com- 
fortable arrangements  of  her  berth  and  the  agreeable  companions 
nnder  whose  protection  she  was  placed.  "We  had  letters  from 
herself,  dated  Malta,  giving  us  a  very  cheerful  account  of  her 
progress  so  far,  and  news  of  her  from  Aden  in  a  letter  to  some 
friends  here,  whose  relatives  had  joined  the  packet  at  Suez.  Our 
next  advices  from  Ceylon  wo  expect  will  announce  to  us  her  safe 
arrival.  Your  account  of  the  friends  who  must  have  made  your 
villeggmlura  *  so  agreeable,  awakes  many  pleasing  memories.  I 
always  think  of  Henry  Taylor  with  undiminished  admiration  and 
regard,  and  Mrs.  Cameron  is  one  of  those  enthusiastic  beings  who 
take  a  strong  hold  on  one's  memory.  Of  Mr.  Trollope  I  hoar 
much,  but  unhappily  have  not  had  time  to  make  acquaintance  with 
his  much-praised  works.  Tennyson  is  "  himself  alone,"  and  almost 
in  danger  of  being  spoiled,  I  should  imagine,  by  the  universal 
homage  that  is  paid  to  his  genius. 

Yon  are  quite  correct  in  tiie  assertion,  that  Tate's  '  King  Lear ' 
was  the  only  aeting  copy  from  the  date  of  its  production  until  the 
restoration  of  Shakespeare's  tragedy  at  Oovent  Garden  in  1838. 
Previous  to  that,  I  think  in  the  year  1823,  or  a  little  later,  the 
play,  Tate's,  was  acted  by  Kcan  with  the  last  scene  of  the  original 
restored.  I  believe  the  elder  Colman  put  out  an  alteration,  but  I 
question  whether  it  was  acted :  certainly  it  did  not  hold  its  place 
on  the  stage.  I  find,  upon  further  search,  that  Colman  did  make 
an  alteration  of  the  play.     Here  is  all  I  can  tell  you  of  it  :— 

"  The  History  of  King  Lear.  Altered  from  Shakespeare.  Acted 
at  Covent  Garden.    8vo,  1768." 

This  is  given  under  the  works  of  George  Colman.  Powell  must 
have  been  the  aotor  who  represented  Lear,  but  it  could  not  have 
enjoyed  any  popularity.  Garrick  adhered  to  Tate,  and  Kemble 
followed  him  in  it. 

Always 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Hacheadv, 


6,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  November  5th,  1865. 

My  DEin  Mrs.  Pollock,-— You  hav*  anticipated  by  some  days  a 
letter  which  I  intended  writing  to  you,  and  so  have  deprived  it  of 
the  grace  of  seeming  to  be  spontaneous.    In  other  words,  I  have 

*  At  Freshwater,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
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been  waiting  for  the  publication  of  Katie's  book,  a  copy  of  which  I 
have  destined  to  you:  the  one  sent  to  Henry  Taylor  was  a  pre- 
sentation copy,  and  in  advance  of  the  public  distribution,  for  which 
I  am  rather  impatiently  waiting.  Mospn  is  the  publisher.  You 
will  think  it,  I  fancy,  an  improvement  upon  her  former  attempt 
She  received  a  very  gratifying  acknowledgment  from  the  poet 
under  whose  auspices  she  commits  her  work  to  the  public  judg- 

You  kindly  wish  to  know  how  I  am,  and  what  I  am  doing.  I 
can  scarcely  bring  myself  to  a  certainty  as  to  how  I  am.  I  went 
to  the  seaside,  Teignmouth,  for  a  month,  in  September,  but  was 
obliged  to  come  away  before  a  fortnight  had  expired.  Still  I  have 
as  little  to  complain  of,  I  believe,  as  most  people  of  my  age.  In 
regard  to  my  occupation,  I  think  of  myself  as  very  good-for-nothing, 
doing  but  little,  and  that  little  not  well.  '  Le  Cheval  '*  I  read,  and 
thought  it  abounding  in  spirit,  but  I  never  could  think  French  the 
language  for  poetry.  There  were  passages  in  it  that  recalled  to 
me  Iietzsch's  outlines. of  Schiller's  'Pegasus,'  with  which  I  take  it 
for  granted  you  aro  well  acquainted,  and  I  only  know  t'hrough  the 
artist's  interpretation. 

Are  you  aware  who  are  the  writers  in  the  Pail  Mall  Gazette  J 
There  are  some  able  band3  upon  it,  and  it  has  apparently  good 
sources  of  information,  to  judge  by  the  occasional  quotations  from 
it  in  The  Times.  There  was,  some  weeks  since,  a  notice  or  remem- 
brance of  myself  iu  it— not  in  an  unfriendly  spirit. 

Will  you  give  my  love  to  my  friend  Tollock,  and  tell  him  his 
little  godson  grows  a  monstrous  big  fellow?  My  reports  from 
Ceylon  are  very  good,  and  those  around  me  here  are  all  well,  thank 
God.  I  do  not  expect  to  see  London  soon  :  I  certainly  should  not 
see  it  without  seeing  you  j  but  I  must  satisfy  myself  with  assuring 
you  that 


6,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  December  30th,  1866. 

My.  deab  Mrs.  Pot.lock,— I  lament  to  say  that  I  do  forget  much 
that  I  wish  and  strive  to  remember;  but  the  many  happy  hours 
which  the  blessing  of  friendship  has  cheered  my  life  with  have 
stamped  themselves  too  deeply  on  my  memory  ever  to  be  ob- 
literated. 

There  are  many  reasons  to  be  given  for  my  inertness  as  a  cor- 
respondent, with  which  if  I  began  to  trouble  you,  my  reply  to 
your  kind  inquiries  might  prove  little  more  than  a  series  of 
lamentings  and  complainings.  I  rejoiced  in  your  account  of  the 
activity  of  the  ex-Chief  Baron,  but  he  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  his 


1   By  Victor  Hugo. 
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age ;  and  whilst  I  forbear  to  envy  his  undiminished  power  of  mind 
and  body,  I  cannot  but  wish  that  my  own  youth  had  lasted  as  his 
does.  It  becomes  an  effort  now  to  me  to  write.  I  mix  but  little 
with  the  world,  and  live  chiefly  in  books.  My  hands,  too,  no  longer 
remember  their  "  cunning,"  so  that  a  letter  (as  you  may  readily 
suppose  from  this  specimen)  becomes  a  task  for  me. 

Ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

W.  C.  Mac  head  r. 
A  Happy  New  Tear  to  yon  all,  and  many,  many  of  them. 


6,  Wellington  Square,  Cheltenham,  November  14th,  1367. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Poi.t.ook, — The  sight  of  your  handwriting  was  a 
great  pleasure  to  me,  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  able  more  readily 
to  express;  but  T  write  with  difficulty,  and  must  limit  my  compliance 
with  your  kind  wish  to  hear  from  me  to  the  "  few  lines  "  your 
friendly  consideration  allows  mo  to  return  for  your  more  extended 
und  interesting  communications. 

I  am,  thank  God,  better  of  late,  but  still  fluctuate  between 
ailing  and  convalescence,  as  I  have  done  ever  since  the  illness  of 
last  winter.  My  dear  inmates  are  all  tolerably  well,  and  write  in 
cordial  wishes  and  affectionate  regard  to  you  and  yours.  I  shall 
read  the  article  in  the  Quarterly,  though  I  fancy  I  shall  have 
anticipated  most  of  its  matter  by  my  perusal  of  the  paper  on 
'  Le  Judaisme*  in  the  Revae. 

My  hand  will  not  obey  my  wish,  and  so,  with  kind  love  to  my 
friend  Pollock,  and  very  affectionate  thought  to  yourself, 
I  remain,  dear  Mrs.  Pollock, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 
This  is  a  sorry  sight!  *  W,  C.  Macbeady. 


The  death  of  his  daughter  Catherine  in  1869  gave  Macready  a 
profound  shock,  from  which  he  never  recovered.  The  ties  of 
domestic  affection  between  the  father  and  daughter  had  been 
strengthened  by  much  sympathy  in  temperament  and  in  their 
tastes  ;  and  they  had  in  no  degree  been  loosened  by  Macready's 
second  marriage,  which  added  much  to  the  happiness  and  comfort 
of  his  family,  as  well  as  to  his  own. 

In  the  month  of  March  of  this  year  he  went  from  Cheltenliiuji  to 
Plymouth  with  bin  wik  to  receive  his  daughter  upon  her  return 
from  Madeira,  where  she  had  been  passing  the  winter  for  the 
benefit  of  her  health.  After  twelve  days  of  anxious  waiting  the 
vessel  arrived  by  which  she  was  expected  to  come  home  ;  but  only 
to  bring  the  story  of  her  death  on  the  voyage,  and  of  the  com- 
mittal of  her  remains  to  the  sea. 

•  Macraady'i  ban  [writing  had  now  beconie  very  imperfact. 
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From  this  time  lie  would  frequently  lament  his  inabilityto  guide 
his  pen,  and  to  write  his  own  letters — a  task  from  which  he  had 
never  formerly  retreated,  even  in  tho  days  of  his  busiest  occu- 
pation. 

The  death  of  Dickens,  in  1870,  was  another  severe  sorrow,  which 
pressed  heavily  on  Macready.  It  was  the  loss  of  a  constant  and 
affectionate  friendship  of  many  years. 

In  his  later  years  Macready  would  spend  many  hours  daily  in 
listening  to  reading,  or  would  find  amusement  in  resorting  to  the 
rich  stores  of  his  own  memory,  which  to  the  last  never  failed  him. 
On  one  occasion,  after  his  powers  had  so  much  failed  that  it  was 
long  since  he  had  been  capable  of  holding  en-  reading  a  book  to 
himself,  he  said  he  had  been  reading  '  Hamlet.'  On  some  surprise 
being  expressed,  ho  touched  his  forehead,  snid  "  Here;."  and  when  " 
asked  if  he  could  recollect  tho  whole  play,  he  replied — "  Yes, 
every  word,  every  pause,  and  the  very  pauses  have  eloquence." 

In  the  spring  of  187L  Macready  visited  London,  in  order  to 
consult  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  from  whose  skill  and  excellent  treat- 
ment lie  obtained  great  relief.  After  this  the  decay  of  strength 
was  very  gradual,  and  almost  imjion.replibk'.  The  same  year 
brought  another  affliction  in  the  death  of  his  sen  "William,  in  Ceylon, 
He  left  homo  for  the  last  time  in  August,  1872,  to  spend  a  few 
weeks  at  Weston-super-Mare. 

The  last  legible  entries  in  his  Diary,  written  with  a  trembling 
hand  are,  "(jod  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  I  "and  "Lord,  Ibelieve; 
help  Thou  my  nnbelief."  ~      ■r-~-~'. 

The  end  waS  hastened  by  a  slight  bronchial  attack,  from  which 
he  had  not  strength  to  rally.  After  three  days  of  confinement  to  his 
bed,  without  any  apparent  suffering,  and  retaining  consciousness  to 
the  last,  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  27th  of  April, 
1873,  he  passed  away  without  any  sign  to  tell  that  he  was  gone. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Kensal  Green  on  the  4th  of  May,  1873. 
Macready  had  left  minute  instructions  in  writing,  to  regulate  all 
the  proceedings.  The  coffin  was  brought  from  Cheltenham  to  the 
Great  Western  Hotel,  where  the  mourners  assembled  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  Cemetery.  These  were  his  sons,  Jonathan  Forster 
and  Cecil  Frederick  Nevil ;  his  widow's  brothers,  the  Rev.  Edward 
Spencer  and  Mr.  William  Spencer ;  his  kinsman,  the  Eev.  George 
Bucknili,  of  Rugby ;  Mr.  Lowne  ;  Mr.  John  Forster ;  the  Rev.  J. 
Fleming  and  S;v  Fmlei-iol;  I'olluck,  his  executors.  A  large  assembly 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  procession  at  the  chapel  in  the  Cemetery. 
There  were  many  well-known  faces,  and  many  members  of  tho 
theatrical  profession  of  the  past  and  present  generation.  The 
service  was  read  in  tho  chapel  by  Mr.  Fleming,  and  after  the  coffin 
had  sunk  slowly  through  the  square  opening  in  the  pavement, 
which,  in  the  caso  of  interment  in  the  vault  beneath  the  chapel, 
represents  the  open  grave,  ho  spoke  a  few  beautiful  and  affecting 
words  of  farewell.  The  coffin  was  deposited  among  those  of 
tho  many  dear  ones  of  his  family  who  already  lay  there,  and, 
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subsequently,  Macread y's  own  name  was  added  to  those  upon  the 
marble  tablet  previously  placed  in  the  chapel  by  himself,  which  ia 
thus  inscribed ; 

"&i   Sifrtunran." 


WILLIAM    CHARLES    MACREADY. 

BORN      MARCH      3,      1793,      DIED     APRIL     27,      1873. 

CATHERINE    FRANCES,  wife  of  WILLIAM    CHARLES    MACREADY. 

*     11,     1808,    DIED     SEPTEMBER     18,     1652. 


and  of  LETITIA 

MARGARET, 

BISTER   AND    FRIEND   OF   WILl 

CHARLES     MACREADY 

ED 

NOV.   e,   1858.: 

IN    THE    SAME    VAULT    LIE   THE   R^^ 

w.  c.  macreadt's 

LILY    13,  1837     .    DIED 
EC  26,  1830    .   DIED 

CHRISTINA     LETITIA bo 

WALTER    FRANCIS    SHEIL  ...bo 

RN 

UNE  27,  1840  .  DIED 

HENRY  FREDERICK  BULWER.  bo 

EC.  20,  1838    •   DIED 

RN 

EC.  26.  1342    .   DIED 

'orv  of  CATHERINE    FRANCES  BIRCH    MACREADY, 

SECOND  DAUGHTER    OF  W.  C.  MACREADY. 
V    21,    1838,    DIED    AND    BURIED    AT    SEA    ON     HER    VOYAGE 


WILLIAM    CHARLES,  eldest 

DIED  NOVEMBER   26,  1871, 
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Abbott,  William   (actor), 
162,  210,  330 

Aberdeen,  Theatre  Royal,  Macready's 
engagement  at,  164,  641 

Aliraaa'll,  .Mr..  :.;■'.'..; 

Achmet,  Barbarossa,  Macready  as,  33 

Ads  mji  Galatea,  195,  509,  514,  516 

Adam  Beds,  712 

Adams,  Mr.  Serjeant,  655 

Ad^lii  Theatre,  350     ■      ■ 

Ainsworth,  Henry  (author),  253 

Alabama,  B.,  543 

'  A I iv 1 1 1  i ti . '  MiuTi-:i.lv  as,  58,  69  . 

Albany  (America),  Macready  at,  557 

Albert,  H.R.H.  Prince,  525,  632,  655, 
S72,  700 

Albyn,  Countess  of  Salishirii,  Maircai Iv 
as,  34 

Alexander,  Alexander  the  Great,  Mac- 
ready  as,  41,  70 

■  Alfred  the  Great,'  Macready  as,  254 

Ai^irotii,  Sk-nor,  269 

Alison,  Mr.  (historian),  567 

Allan,  Sir  W.,  524,  575,  573 

Allan,  Mr.  (painter),  279 

Als»[>,  Mrs.  (actress),  8.1" 

Anibm^t.i.i,  tjignor,  401 

America,  Macready's  professional  tours 
in,  236  et  seq.,  532  et  teg.,  600  et 
seq,  ;  slavery  in  the  Southern  States 
of,  540  et  set/. 

American  celebrities,  534  et  seq.,   601 

Amherst,  G.  A.  (actor),  145 
Amuratb,  Balamira,  Macreadv  :w,  12T 
Anderson,  James  (actor),  45'j!  iiifr,  -iU'.i 
Anfbad,  Signer  (musician),  401 
Angelo,  the  fencing  master,  25,  329 
Anz^,  553 


Apostate,  The,  Shell's  play  of,  109 
Aranzii,    The  Honeymoon,  Macready  a 

Duke,  38,  80 
Arbroath  Theatre,    Macready's  appear 

ance  at,  215 
Ariel,  The  Tempest,  456 
Arnold,  Thomas  (translator  of  Egmont 
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8,353 

Astor  Place  riot,  616  ct  seq. 

'  Athelwold,'  Macready  as,  524 

Athenavum  Club,  313,  453,  524,  707 

Athenian  Captive,  438,  443 

Atkins.  Jh-.,  Macrsadv's  father-in-law, 

169,  213 
Atkinson,  Joseph,  75 
Auburn  (America),  Macready  at,  558    ■ 
Austen,    Miss   (authoress),    Macready's 

remarks  upon,  40,  312,  393 
Austin,  Mr.,  563 


BaebagE,  ChAKlES,  452, 471,  515,  569, 

654 
Back,  Sir  George,  655,  656 
Ilaeon.  Francis,  291 
Baillic,    Joanna   (authoress),    37,    177, 

369,  702 
B.'ia::ei,  MacreadVs  friiicism  of,  .'{04 
Baldwin,  Mr.  (M.P.  forTotnes),  171 
Balfe,  Mr.  (musical  composer),  418 
Batimore  (America),  Macready  at,  243, 
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Banim,  Mr.  (author),  171 

Barber,  Dr.,  116,  118,125 

Barbier,  M.,  563 

Barham,  Mr.,  389,  4110 

Barker,  George,  6*5 

liiLj-u.-ird  Gistle,  60 

Bum-,  ^pi'iiiiLTiir  (ac:<-:),  31.  S3,  127 

li.irlW,  G.iuil'c  (actor),  112,  210,  299, 

312,'  371*,  417,  418,  420,  429,  449 
Bates,    Mr.    (American  manager),  612 

Bath,  Theatre  Royal,  Macready's  en- 
gagements  at  the,  68,  77,  85,  233. 
248,  251,  252,  254,  264,  339,  341, 
371,  587,  631 

Beauvalet,  M.  (actor),  560 

BrazSev,  S.  (author),  144,  155,497 

Beecher,  Sir  W.  W.,  138,  155 

Beecher,  Lady  (see  O'Neill) 

Belcour,  West  Indian,  Macready  as,  60 

Belfast,  Theatre  Royal,  Macready's  en- 
gagements at  the,  225,  2TH.  '251,  253, 
573,  587 

Belgium  and  Holland,  Macready's  tour 
through,  590 

Bell,  Mr.  (journalist),  448 

Bcllew,  Mr.,  678 

Benedict,  Mack  Ado  About  Nothing,  59, 
7'J.  52J,  535,  554 

Bentinofc,  Mr.  George,  655 

T'.erki.-'i'v.  Colonel,  163 

Bernnl,  Mr.,  254 

Bertia,  M.  (journalist),  559 

'  Bertram,'  Macreaoy  in,  191 

Bertrand,  General,  535 

Berlulphe,  Protest  of  Bruges,  Macready 
as,  til,  366,  368,371 

liKi-wii-s,  Theatre  Royal,  Macready  at, 
G2,  (3.1,  114,409 

Betty,  \V.  II.  West  (Young  Roscius)  in 
Richard  III.,  12:  v.-"J!'leri'ul  [insularity 
of,  ih.  ;  reappearance  at  Bath  of,  45  | 
critii'is::)  upon,  111:  ,'u-is  wish  Mar- 
re;iiiy  i'.L  Glas-inv,  55  ct  .Mr;.  ;  in  the 
character  of  Osmvn  .ni.i  Sir  IJiivard 
Mortimer,  56 

Beverley,   The  Gamester,  >lu;:re:uly  as. 

Beverley.  All  in  the   Wrong,  Macready 

as,  60 
Billington,  Mrs.  (vocalist),  4 
Birch,  William,  9,  12,  14,  15,  21,  23, 

41,80,82,  133,  136,267 


Birch,  Jonathan,  GO:;,  (309 

Birch,  Thomas,  14,  &c. 

Eircii.  Colonel,  57 

l;irn  Hicham,   Theatre   Royal,    4,    175, 

2/3:3,    2:14,  2;-*,   y.jl.  L'iiS.  302,  431, 

-l;t;t  nl  «.;.,  502,  520,  571,  025.  02L>. 

637 
Biron,   The  Fatal  Marriage,  Macready 

as,  145 
Birr,  Colonel,  240 

Bish,  Mr.  (lottery  office  keeper),  233 
Bishop,    Mr.    (afterwards    Sir    Henry 

Bishop),  54 
Bishop,  Mrs.  (vocalist),  54 
Blackburn,  Theatre  Royal,  Macready's 

I'lL^-^iuiieiit.  at,  225 
Blanchard,  William  (actor),  122,  173 
Bleak  House,  689 
ISiessiiijrtiin,  Lady,  254,  406,  415,  425, 

Blisset,  Mr.  (actor),  as  Falstaff,  4 
Blue  Beard,  by  Monk  Lewis,  38 
Booth,  Mr.  (actor),  as  Richard  III.,  105  ; 

at   Uniry  Lane  with  Edmund  Kean, 
i'i.  :  re^ppearaace  at  Co  vent  Garden, 
106  ;  otherwise  mentioned,  107,  131, 
156 
Booth,  Miss  Sarah  (actress),  126 
Boston,  Macready's  appearaaee  at,  XIG 
Boston  (America).  Miii-rea-iv's  erik.r:> La- 
ments at,  242,   533,  535;   u";X>,'  G2i> 

I'.iiiii.-liier,  Captain,  371 

Bowery  Theatre,  Haw  York,  241 

Boiall,  R.A.,  Sir  W.,  656 

l!ia.]:>arv  and  Evans,  Messrs.,  571,  572, 

656,  682 
11:-:liKii.'II,  "Mr.  (DiiMtiical  decorator  and 

mechanician),  456 
Bi'iiiri.-lo'i'S  La    Vidlle.c,    Macready   as, 

405,  406 
Bran™,  John  (vocalist),  217,  282,  570 
Bridal,  The,  340,  35-.:,'-.;;,!;.  3G5,  .1S5, 

418,  419  et  teq.,  423,  426,  537,  557 

Bridges,  Sir  J.,  439 

BridgewaLer  Tai-atvn,  llatready's  en- 
gagement at,  250 

Brighton,  Theatre  Eoyal.  Mucreadv's 
engagements  at,  154,  218,  219,  "51, 
291,  337,  628 

Brindal,  Mr.  (actor),  376 

Bristol,  Theatre  Eoyal,  133,  142,  177, 
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•'■I';  233,  T?,B.   251.   252.  251,  264, 
239,  340.  364,  399,  430,  631 
BrtvkedM,  Ml-,  (lirlist).  348,  442 
Brooke,  G.  V.  (actor),  566 
Brookfield,  Rev.  W.  A.,  654,  678 

iirmi^haui's  XaJm-al  Tk,-nhqil,  052 
Browninz.    Robert    ([«(■(.),     361,    362, 

368,  388,  396,403,  413,  523 
Bruce,  Lord  Ernest,  654 
Brunton,  Mr.  Bidinrd  (Theatre  li,-.-d, 

-      Ingham),  S~~   -  ' 


Bryant,  Mr.  (American  poet).  531,  603 

Bui:b:ii!..,  u:s,  '/;■)?.  ana,  aoa,  466 

Buckstone,  J.  B.  (actor),  424 

P,;0)h:„  (America),  Macready  at,  558 
Bull,  Ole  (musician),  409 
Hull.-r,  Mr.  Charles.  307,  381,  607 
Buitee),  Lady  Elizabeth,  586 

Biilwer,  .Sir  Kiliv:'.:il  (afterwards  Lord 
l.viloa),  300.  350,  ;oi<>  ,■(  ..t,,..  307. 
* '.-■  0,  403.  400,  415,  438,  440,  442, 
444,  462,  465,  481,  492,  655,  656, 
664,  672 

Bunn,  Mr.  (lessee  of  Drury  Lane 
Theatre),  253.  271,  liril,  202.  315, 
322.  311.  35:1.  050.  509.  :;■;.",  <-;  Mi/., 
309,  373,  3/4.  080,  38),  080,  380 

Bunn,  -Mrs.  (actress),  143 

Buuseu,  Chevalier,  520,  fill? 

Burdon,  Mr.,  113 

f.m-Oii,  Sir  J.   11.  (author),  34 

I'.iiii,,.,  Kebevt,  703 

Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Theatre  Royal, 
Jliafiii'-!  engagement  at,  251 

Eu;].!i-,  Mr.,  465 

Butler,  ;)r.  (Shrewsbury  School),  17 

Bvroii,  l.oni,  anecdote  of,  80 ;  ou  Lord 
'(J.i~lislf/s  poems,  173;  memorial  of, 
315;  l-\: .;:;, ,,-i.  bv,  316.  350;  other- 
wise reem-;.ui*d,'  170,  LJ 05,  270,  00V, 
428,  443 

C-ji-is  Gnux-hus,  Knowles's  tragedy  of, 
215,  220  et  saj. 

Cains  Gracchus,    Macready  as,  221   et 

Cakrsft,  Mr.  (manager),  274,  354,  394, 


'ambiidiie,  private  thea'ricals  ;•.:.,  305; 

Hamlet,  reading  at,  651 
'ambridge  (America),  GOO  et  scq. 


Captain  Thane,  T/.e   Jiee,<i-!ia-j    OJjiair, 

Macrcadv  as,  54 
Cardill.  Theatre  lioval.  251 
Gary,  Rev.  Mr.  (translator  of  Dante), 

Carlisle,  Lord,  173  et  seq. 

Carlisle,  The,-.: re  at,  bui.L  by  Macready 

Senior,    61;    success   uf    theatre,    at, 

65;     MarreaOv's    ju bse:) ih'ot    0n;'.iL-e- 

mentsat,  114.  1-76,  215 
Carlvle/lhcnias,  ^8,  520,531,630,71:, 

716 
Carroll,  Charles,  243 
CaHwright,  Major,  167 
Casaubon,  719 
Oasela  (America),  547 
Cassias,  Jidim:  C'tc-xir,  Macreadv  as,  134, 

178,  225,  252 
Castlecoote,  Lord,  75 
Castlcreagh,  Lord,  349 
Castle  of  Paluisi,  126 
Catalans,  Si:;uora  (vocalist),  in   Colli  fun 

tutte,  33;  otherwise  mentioned,   35, 

38,  217 
CaUeriuole,  Mr.  J.  Qjni nt.e :■),  3fi2.  005 
Cave,  Mr.  Otway,  108 
Chalk,  l:ev.Mr.."2u'l, 303,  301, 385,  &c. 
Chumiint,  The  Orphan.  Macrendv  as,  41 
Chantrev.  Sir  F.   (sculptor),   300,  300 

etseq.,  316,494,495,530 
Charles   11.,  lloij'.U   Oak,   Maercaav    as, 

38,  41 
Charles  II..  Ho-nd  Oak,   y™:i?  Rose. us 

as,  55 
Charkik-i  (Amevira).  Mac  read  v  ai,  530 
l.-tuHuui.  Mr.  (T.  R.  Bath),  69 
Cheltenham.  Theatre  ilnval.  170.  000 
Cheltenham  in  1793, 3;  Macready  settles 

Chester,     adventure     at,    7;     Theatre 

Royal,  228,  630 
Chester  Held,  H,h:.t.i,1v's  euziee-ient  at, 

331 
Ch  ever!  He,     The    Deserted    Daughter, 

Macready  as,  76 
Chisaolius/lbo,  302.  it. 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


732 

Chitty,  Mr.  T.,  656 

Chorley,  Mr.  (musical  critic),  443 

Christie,  Mr.,  350 

CiiiVsr.  Policy,  169 

< Ji l :  ■  i n  n  i f  i .  Tli:irri':ulv*s  ]n-vl"ur::;:ili  (.■:■. 

556,  C12;  disgraceful  o 

613 


Clarke,  Sir  lames,  201 

Ciaride    Mi:i:nil.l(!,  ./,.i:/.y  nf  Zi,'::71f,    MllC- 

rcrdr  as,  440,  444,  447,  453,  541 
Clay,  Mr.  Henry,  550,  610 
Clifford,  Mrs.  W.  (actress),  424 
Clinch,  Larry  (actor),  38 
Cloup,  M.  (manager),  348 
Clytus,  Alexander  the  Great,  Macready 

as,  145 
Coach  travelling  in  1811,  35 
Coal  mine,  Macready's  visit  id  a,  138 
Cobden,  Git  hard,  525,  528 
Cockburn,  Lord,  578 
CoJrington,  Sir  Edward,  528 
Colburn,  Mr.  H.,  655 
Colchester,  Theatre  Royal,  251 
Colden,  Mr.  D.,  534,  557,  568,  615 
Colerainc,  Macready's  engagement  at, 

Coleridge,  S.  T.,  286,  326,  397 

Colorid^e,  Mr.  Justice,  648 

Collier.  John  I'aine,  051,  6B3 

Collins,  Mr.,  299 

Collins,  Wilkin  (author),  683 

Colman,  George,  6 

Colman,  George  (the  younger),  «,  173, 

724 
Colnaghi,  Mr.,  656 
Gilnjid    Jlrilon,   Ti.c  Hi iJi .v.",  Macrtiidy 

n,64 
Colonel  Green,  The  Secretary,  524 
Comus  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  523 
(.'"Biui,  MniTcady  in,  524 
Connor  (actor),  147,  162 
Comyn,  Sir  Robert,  197,  200  et  seq., 

203,  513 
Conquest  of  Granada,  Macready's    re- 

Cinqvest  Of  Tarir,i!';  1'''0 
Conservatoire  (Paris),  563 
Cunsoela,  Macready's  remarks  mi.  5KI 
Conway,  Mr.  (actor),  at  Kcwcastle,  27; 
as  Macbeth,  29;  as  Glenalvon,  32; 


and  Mrs.   I'ior./i,   83:  and  Theodore 
H.„.k,  22-i;  in  Snv  York,  241  et  seq. 

Cmvn^iiniii,  Lfn-J,  4ii8.  435,  442,  469 

Cooke,  G.  K  (tragedian),  Macready 
;.';ali'";  ;do  :"■. ■: --1_ j ii ■  ■-  '■'.',  ."1  ;  ::'■  I'ldiard 
III.,  71  et  seq. 

,cki>.  T.  (craimsr),  504,  582 
jokesley,  Rev.  W.  G.,  654 

Cooper,  John  (actor),  276,  277,  281 
etscq..  358,  3U5,  363,  &c. 

Cormne,  353 

Cork,  Theatre  Roval,  228,  353 

C:,r;.,ia:i,ti.  Macready  in,  153,  252,  301, 
302,  442,  fto. 

Cornwall,  Barry  fpoet),  sea  Procter 

Costello,  Mr.  Dudley,  656 

Count  Vicars,  Eiluaiivm,  Macready  as, 
54 

Country  theatres,  28 

"ivunt  Car-den.  Theatre,  O.  P.  Eiots  at, 
2-1  ;  rim !.al  of,  178;  Julius  Caesar  at, 
i*. ;  Bankruptcy  of  Committee,  210  ; 
Macready's  dispute  with  Committee, 
211 ;  closed  in  consequence  of  illness 
amon^i  perSii-rners,  280,  282  ;  Mac- 
ready's first  season  as  manager  of, 
■2*1.  417.  -J.')-' ;  Il.r  Majesty's  visiis 
:.n.  during  Macready's  management, 
434,442,  45i,  4i;S.'4il9;  Maavady's 
second  siiasr.ii)  as  manager  of,  458, 
477;  JJacri'ruly's  com  pari  y  at,  4  a  is  ; 
ruins  <■■{.  082  :  otherwise  mentioned, 
21,  2~   W,  71,  SO,  0:5,  [05,1(16,1 


ja,  ,"74,  ;v 


•    130,   142,  143,  170,  . 

384,  466 
Cowley,    Lord     (Minister     at     Paris), 

private   theatricals  at  the  house  of, 

563 
Ccwper,  William  (poet),  286 
Cradook,  Colonel,  254 
Craven,  Hon.  Keppel,  654 
Crawford,  Dr.,  205 
Crisp,  Mr.  (manager),  86 
Cri-ieism:-  upon  Macrcad.'s  acting,  (19, 

'J!!,  03  f.i  seq.,  H«.  11.6,  125  ct  ssi., 

1.11  H  'eq..  144  et  seq.,  148  et  seq., 

[.->;;,  i;,:i.  102,  nisi.;  »•.;./. .  170.  2-21, 

248  ft   wsj„  20!  el  fl-,i„   200.  :)11, 

388,  649 
Crowe,  Mrs.  (authoress),  577 
Cumberland,  Richard  (dramatist),  703 
Cunningham,  Allan  (author),  495 
Cunningham,  P.,  655,  673 


Hooted  by  GOOgk 


Cnshrnan,  Hiss  (actress),  534,  557,  591 

Ci/m!.x-tin#,    Macready   in,    See  Posthu- 

mui  Leonatus 

D'Aguilar,  Colonel  (author  . 


Daily  Kelts,  673 
Damereau,  Cinti,  5 
Damon,  Damon  an- 
s,  171,  £    " 


Pyfftiat 


Dante,  696,  708 

Daran  tl>e  Eiile,  Macready  as,  « 

Dailey,  Mr.  (author),  517 

'  Davennnt,'  Macready  as,  294 

Davenport,  Mrs.  (actress),  99, 173 

David,  Pierre  Jean  (sculptor),  579 

b'Ki-vm,;.  M.,  i:>;>» 

Delane,  John  T.,  508,  500,  572,  627, 
654 

Delannay,  M.  (actorX  683 

Da  la  Roche,  M.  (painter),  583 

De  Montfort,  Edmund  Kean  as,  177 

Denman,  Lord,  389,  446 

Denvil,  Mr.  Henry  (actor),  364 

Derby,  Lord,  690 

Derby,  581 

Derby  Theatre,  175,  628 

Deserted  Daughter,  144 

Devrient,  M.,  695 

Devrient,  Mademoiselle  Schroeder  (vo- 
calist), 281,  284 

'Dowiide,   Mr.  (|i;iiriti!j-),  'Macready  as 
Homco  '  liv,  33 ;  '  Miicready  as  Ham- 

:•  let' by,  39 

D'Evr.cmsrt,    Kight    Hon.    a   J.,   527, 
581,  654 

Diekens,     Charles     (anthor),     as     an 
amateur  actor,  84;  Macready's.  visit 
to  Newgate  with,  171;  Macready's 
first  Introduction  to, 416;  speech  of, 
at  Macready's  farewell  dinner,  tJiJ Lr ; 
otherwise  mentioned,  378,  435,  448, 
473,  481,  465,  507,  508,  523,  530, 
57.1,  654,  655,  662,  670,  673,  683, 
683,  702,  727 
Diddear.  Charles  liannislc-r  fnetor),  423 
!)[j..n.  Maere/idv's  visits  tu,  181.  JOT 
Dillon,  John  (author),  119 
Dimond,  W.  (author  aad  mniii-,;er),  33, 
48,55,75,79 

Distressed  Mother,  97 
Don  Alonio,  The  Seseage,  Macready  as, 
64 


440 
Don  laic,  Tks  Pl.ihjK.  Macready  as,  254 

" iter,  Theatre  Eoyal,  628 

Dim  Sr.btisti.-M,  Macready  as,  50 
urt,  Belle's  Stratagem,  til,  S5 
iVOrssv,  Count,  254,  406,  492,  681 
Douglas,  Mr.,  387,  389 

Lord  (author  of  Frederick  IQ, 

Br.,  365,  374,  378,  380,  381,  4c 

Duivtoii,  William  (actor),  282,  312,  340 

Doyle,  Mick  (actor),  75 

Dramatic  Literature,  Select  Committee, 
259  et  seq. 

Drury  Lane  Theatre,  opened  in  1812, 
with  address  by  Lord  Byron,  49; 
d  L.li  mi  n:l  Kean  at,  59;  management 
of,  by  a  sab-committee,  8;'),  li.Ti,  Km;  ; 
i-i'ihin:;]  prices  at,  130;  revival  of 
Tate's  version  of  King  Lear  at,  1!>5; 
unprecedented  array  of  talent  at, 
210;  Macready's  first  engagement 
at,  2UJ;  Macrendy  as  Vir-iiuuH  a!, 
217;  management  transfer  red  to 
EUiston's  son,  232;  let  to  Stephen 
Price,  233  ;  closed  through  illness 
of  performers,  281") ;  reopened,  295, 
356;  bad  condition  of,  371  et 
set,.;  'Concerts  d'Hiver'  at,  491; 
Mar.rs.-nl  v'a  ni.l  til-  "tin  cut  oK  .t'Ji'i  /•< 
«■■;.,  IKtf,  .IDti,  5-'I,  Wl%  tj',-,S;  Tier 
Majesty's  visit  to,  Jiuhij  Msci-'-uly-'s 
]!j.,Li;v_ilni;|-.-t,  SHI,  .r''J;i  ;  culrii^e  to 
French  actors  at,  597  ;  special  per- 
formance at,  598;  otherwise  men- 
tioned, 28,  228  et  seq.,  247,  250 

Dryburgh  Abbey,  578 

Dryden,  John,  268,  270   et  sea.,  343, 

601,704 
Dublin,  Macready's  first  visit  to,  6; 
great  actors  and  actresses  from,  28  ; 
story  of  Larry  Clinch  at,  38 ;  Miss 
O'Neill  at,  66  ;  audiences  in,  76 
Dublin  Theatre,  Mr.  Henry  Harris  ob- 
tains the  patent  of  the,  163  ;  Vir. 
i/iains  produced  at,  1B4  ;  Miss  Atkins 
(Mrs.  Catherine  Macready)  acts  at 
the,  212;    Macready's   engagements 

:       at,  225,  253,  273,  313,  333,  408  et 

|      teg.,  502,  519,  573,  587,  632 


Hutted  by  GOOgk 
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Duchesnois,  Mademoiselle,  180 
Diiit.iw,  Mi\  (equestrian),  514 
Dudley,  .Sir  IS.,  hh  criticism  of  Mac 
ready,  293 

]>i]!':.:rm,  l.ady,  563 

1'iii^irin,  Lord,  655 

'  Dut-i!  Arauia,'  Macready  as,  38,  80 

Duke  iu  Mrasitii:  for  Mcus'.ire.  Jl;icvi.ri  Iv 

as,  430 
li;Lui!i!niir,  M.,  448 
Dumas,  Aleiandre  (author),  559,  691 
Duijit'riim    Theatre,     Macready    at,    53, 

1H.215 
Dumnut,  The  Fatter  and  his  Children, 

116 
Dutnont,  Jane  Shore,  Macready  as,  131 
Dundee,  Theatre  Royal,  215,  641 
Dunn,    Mr.    (Treasurer,    Drury    Lane 

Theatre),  358,  497 
Durham,  Lord,  425 
Durrant,  Mr.  John  Rowland  (founder  of 

the 'Garrick  Club'),  355,  378 
Duruset,  Mrs.  (actress),  99 
Duruset,  Mr.  John  (actor  and  vocalist), 


larl  of  Essex,  Micreaiv  in  this  37,  fifJ 

Kurl  of  Warxich,  Macready  in  the,  131 

Earle,  Henry,  386 

East,  Mrs,  428 

Eastbourne,  Maeready's  visits   to.  455, 

503,521,570,591 
fcthU  1M1.A,  Sir  Charles  Lock,  442, 

654,  665,  666,  672 
Edgell,  Mr.,  Macready  at  school  under, 

Edinburgh,  Theatre  Eoyal,   231,  252, 

574,  576,  637 
Edmund,  King  Lear,  Macready  as,  156 
Edward  the  Black  Prince,  Macready  as, 

Edward  IV,  Earl  of  Warmich,  Macready 
as,  55 

Edward  Gregory .  Changes  anil  Chr.n  :.v;. 


Egerton,    Mrs.   (actress),   famous   Meg 

'Jiemiies,  94 
Egerton,  Lord  Francis,  407 
fe.  Mr.  (painter),  656,  670 
Elliott  the  pantomimist,  364 
Elliotson,  Dr.,  404,  447,  520,  583 
Elliston,   Mr.  (Drury  Lane   Theatre), 


ss,  1^7.  143,  173,  2D»,  sir;,  ::-_>.'; 


Elwin,  Dr.,  349 

traui-iOE,  Hnlpli  Wnl.lu  (e;..ayift),  55;. 
Emery,  Mr.  John  (act  or),  25,  64. 17.!.  2-.  1) 
Emmet,  Thomas  Aldis,  238,  240 
Emmett,  Mr.  E.,  618  ct  seq. 
Epitaphs — that  on  Maeready's  mother, 

10  ;  on  Maeready's  tomb,  728 
Errington,  Mr.  Rowland,  560 
Eton,  Hamlet,  reading  at,  651 
Ktty,  William  (paij)U-,-),  202,  489,  629 
Eugene  Aram,  290 
Evans,  Mr,  656 
Kviilvn,  Money,  Macready  as,  490,492, 

495,  502 
Exeter,    Theatre    Koval,    great    actors 

from,  28;   Macready   at,    225,    232, 

2."j0,  271  etvq.,  U01,  574,  586,  631 
Exile,  a  dramatic  romance,  177 


Faraday,  Michael,  433,  704 

Farley,  Mr.  Charles  (pantomime  ar- 
ranger), 116 

Farren,  William  (actor),  130,  173,  Sj7f, 
:>ji.t,  3ft2,  370,  377 

Fiii^it.  Miss  Helen  (Mrs.  Theodore 
Martin),  386.  4<J6,  4-15,  4-21  et  seq., 
4S7,  492,  559,  5G0,  562,  715 

Fawcctt,  John  (Covent  Garden  Theatre), 
initiates  with  Mucriirulv,  23,  2,i, 
39,  70,  71,  80,  89j  otherwise  men- 
tioned, 93,  130,  147,158,  17S«(  &■;.; 
a  dinner  at  the  house  of,  171;  a* 
Falsla:T,  173;  anecdote  of,  294 

Fechter,  M.  (actor),  710,  719,  720 

Felton,  Mr,  53  G 

Ferney,  Voltaire'*  house  at,  206 

Ferns,  Dean  of,  75 

Fki'-iiui;.  lii^irv  (dr/iKsatist  and  novel- 
ist), 410 

Fiesole,  196 

Fisi-.er.  David  (acior),  426 

Fitzball,  Mr,  384,  3S9 

Fitzharding,  The  Curfew,  Macready  as, 


Fitzhardinge,  Earl  of,  654 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


7:^5 


Fladgate,  Mr.,  295,  303,  316 

Florence,  Macreadj's  visit  1o,  195 

Florian,  The  I'iniiidUiuj  of  the  Forest, 
Macready  as,  216 

Fonblanque,  Mr.  Album'  (journalist). 
347,  MS,  655 

Fontaine,  M.  B.  (architect),  5J0 

Foot..  Miss  (stress),  153,  229 

Foote's  Liar,  281 

Forrest,  Edwin  (tragedian),  calls  on 
M.icv.adv  atElstree,  403;  dinner  at 
Garrick'Club  to.  404;  liiiso,  Miw;- 
ready  at  Edinburgh,  575;  otherwise 
mentioned,  241  k  avj.,  4u2  <.•;  &■■-.<.. 
534,  537,  552.  57li,  531,  602.  !K>3. 
604,  607 

Fiirslcr,  ,Tui:u  (authcr,  critic,  urA  jnur- 
i!;ili,i.).  282,  302.  315,  31-i.  321,347, 
349.  332,  334.  357,  3l>2,  373.  381, 
654,  666,  704 

Fortescue,  Miss  (actress),  503 

Foscari,  Macready  as,  445 

Foscolo,  Ugo,  222 

For,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  J.,  349,  361,  381. 
525,  669 


Frederick,    XatHral  Son,  Macready  a 

Frederick  II.,  Lord  Dover's  life  of,  26< 

French,  Mr.,  350 

French  i.'c^'iiality,  207 

Fresne,  M.  do,  456,  553  et  seq„  641 

Frith,  Mr.  (painter),  US6,  672 

Frozen  Deep,  by  Wilkie  Collins,  683 

Gambia,  The  Slate,  Macready  as,   [i: 

linn-irk.  David  (actor),  jubilee  at  Her 


Cad,  ? 


s  Osi 


112; 


Heni 


IV.,  173: 

Ciu-ruk  Club,    S'u^-.wir's    birthd; 
at,  280;  otherwise  mentioned,  28 
315,  318,  321,  350,  378,  390,  404 
Gass,  Mr.,  318 

Geneva,  Macready's  visit  to,  181 
George  III.,  fiftieth  anniversary  of  a 

cession  of,  25 
George  IV.,  coronation  of,  172 
'George  Barnwell,'  Macready  an,  32,  70 
'G./ni-b.rs  i:ii.-.1  '  CMi'.:-...:ress),  715 
Ghost  in  Hamlet,  Macready  as  the,  257 


Glbbs,  Dr.,  82 

Gilford,  Mr.  (author  and    critic),  132, 

2i)8;  life  of;  331 
Gingham,  Sage,  Macready  as,  59. 
'nf>>.;.!,-s.  492,510 

Gisippus,  Macready  as,  315,  5 1  (J .  520 
Giubilei,  Signer  (vnrajisl),  -122,  42;! 
Glasgow,  a  visit*,  175 
GlasL;.;i,,  'ineatrc  Iloval,  33,  33,  ",S,  67, 

74,  173,  223,  252,  367,  587,  641 
Gi,T.;'.kon,  Ihutb::s,   Macreadv  as,   126, 

135 
Glcacoe,  Talfourd's  play  of,  483 
Gler^aii.  Lord,  163,497 
Glover,  Mrs.  (actress),  94,  218,  423 
Goethe,  283,  692 
G'llloni,  Curl",  jiui huv  of  V Ateainriere 

Onorato,  196 
Gordou,  Kir  A.  Duff,  654 
Goulburn,  Dr.  (Rugby  School),  643 
Gould,  Mr.  (author),  557,  616 
Grade;  Mr.,  553 
Graham,  Sir  James,  539 
Graham,  Lord  William,  655 
Granby  Hotel,  223.  232,  290,  311,313, 

359 
Grant,  Mr.  (actor),  54 
Grant,  Sir  Colquhouu,  349 
Grantham  Tbioisre,   Mai-ready  at    the, 

251 
Grattan,  Colley,  535 
Gray,  Edward  (poet),  2f 
Greenock,   Theatre    Ro 

641 
Greenville  [America  \  54-.: 
CivS,  Mr.  W.  II,,  580 
Greta  Bridge,  60 
(h-iilin,  Dr.  (author),  491 
(mllin  (America),  545 
Gi-L]]V,i-nr,.],  1'iijhici  Troth,  Macready  as, 

517 
Grisi,  Signora  (vocalist),  317,  330 
Gniaeiscn,  Mr.,  656 
Guernsey,  Theatre  Koval,  585 
tiuiiwt.,  II.,  631 
Gully  the  pugilist,  233 
Swift,  Mr.,  427 
Gwydir,  Lord,  86 
Gye,  Mr.  (Covent  Garden  Theatre),  438 

Hackett,  Mr.  (manager),  601 

Hmaei.  Mr.  (actor  ami  dramatist),  on 

MacreaJy',  Richard  III.,  148 


ii,     201 


Hotted  by  GOOgk 


Hale'vy,  M.  (musical    composer),    562, 


HuliSis.  Theatre  Iluva!.  175,  225,  '2.">1, 
340 

Hall,  Mr.  S.  C.  (authff),  654 

Hallam,  Mr.  (historian),  5*4,  &c. 

Halleck,  Mr.,  534 

Hamilton,  Lady,  5 

Hamilton,  Dr.,  136 

Hamilton,  Mr.  (British  Minister  at 
Naples  in  1822),  198 

Hamlet,  Macready's  first  appearance  as, 
37;  in  Glasgow,  53:  at  Bath,  Gil; 
at  Urury  Lane,  217  ;  at  Birmingham. 
234;  other  performances  of,  251, 
;!,"»:>,  283,  292,  296,  313,  334,345, 
:!54,  357,  i)S4,  410,  5JS4,  .:vi">,  ;.K7, 
550,  oJLi,  55:i,  555,  55iJ,  "..-.7,  ri.'.M, 
5iil.  5ii+.  ji.;7,  5H3.  589,  570,  571, 
572,  57;:,  574,  577.  584,  60~  "" 
649,  717 

Hamlet,   Macready's    observatioi 
37,  172,  558,  687 

Hammond,  Mr.  W.  T.  (aetor  and 
ger),  335 

Hanmer,  the  Brothers,  52 

Hardyknute,    Ths    H'ood  Demon, 
ready  as,  34 

Harris,  Mr.  (manager),  12,  70,  89, 
95,  97,  120,  132,  134,  145,  146,  1 
167,  171,   176,   177,  200,   211,  2 


teg. 

<  ii.,,-,-:*, 


,   Mr.  (drai 
,'thew 


Harrisourg  (America),  556 

Harley,  Mr,  Julia  1'ritt  (actor),  254, 
282,  376,  377 

Harness,  Rev.  W.,  654 

Harrogate  Theatre,  Macready  at  the,  248 

Hart,  Mr.  S.  (painter),  655 

Hastings,  Jitue  Shore,  Macready  as,  46, 
78,  406 

[lathei-Lou,  Lord,  17 

Hawtrey,  Dr.  (Eton),  516 

Hay  market  Theatre,  closed  In  conse- 
■  iusikv  of  illness  amongst  the  per- 
ik'iiiiirs,  2;)0 ;  Macready's  engage- 
ments at,  415,  427,  452,481,  486, 
502,  503,  629,  650  et  se<j. 


Hayward,   Mr.  (translator  of  Fauif), 

316 
Hazlitt,  Mr.  (essayist),  criticism   upon 

Young  and  Macready  in  OtIir.iR  !JS  . 

on    Edmund    Kean  in  Othello,  105 ; 

M;if.Tca..U-  meets,  151 
Hcillcy,  the  Sisters,  30,  57,  459 
Hemans.  Felicia  (poetess),  701 
Henderson,  Mr.  (actor),  21 
Henry    IV".,    Macready    as,    173,   525, 

562,  631  etscq. 
Henry  V".,  Macready  as,  77,   145,  230, 

'ih'l,  474,  475,  477,  657,  1\T 
Henri  Quatre,  Macready  as,  1 55,  166 
Hcraud,  Mr.  (author),  386,  394,  396 
Hubert,  Mr.  (painter),  617 
Herculaneum,     Macready's     visit     to, 

201 
Hereford  Theatre,  Macready  at  the,  86, 

Berries,  Mr.  C.  J.,  655 
Hemes,  Bight  Hon.  J.  C,  682 
Hersd>«],  Sir  J.,  452 
Heywood,  M.P.,  Mr.  John,  654 
Highlands,    Macready's   tours    in    the, 

Hillard,  Mr.,  535 

Hogarth,  Mr.,  653 

Holland,  Lord,  493 

Holman,  Mr.  (actor),  7,  21,  45, 152 

Holman,     Mr.    (the     blind    traveller), 

320 
Holmes,  Dr.,  601 
Holt,  Mr.  Francis  Ludlow,  309 
Holv   JslasJ,    Jl:'.cre;ulv'»   holidays   at, 

61,  77 
Holy  rood  House,  577 
Home,  Mr.  (author),  303 
Homer,     Macready's    observations     on, 

400,  410 
Hoolc,  Theodore  (journalist  and  author), 

25,  320  ;  his  inutility  towards  Mac- 
Horace,    Macready's     observations    on, 

307,  345,  410 
Horton,   Miss  P.  (Mrs.  German   Reed), 

«d,  4:;a.  458,  461,  489,  514,  575 
'Hotspur,'   Jkertadv-   as,  70.  1-15,  %\'>, 

295,  301 
lion:-.-:  oi'Comnmiis,  Mm/ready';;  evidonne 

IjiiK-re  th#,  2,'iS>;   .MaiissLilv's   petition 

to  the,  537  el  seq. 
i[<:.Wi,i-,l.  M.P.,  Mr.  P.  H.,  654 


H»ted  by  Google 


Hubert,  King  John,  Macready  as*  179, 
210 

7hi.:l..;;ivf..  V.r.  (act-,,-),  a,  Shvlnck.  ,"9 
Jlnd.hirt.  Miss  (actress)  (11  rs.  Warner), 

417,  419 
Hughes,  Mr.  (dramatic  author),  38 
Hugo,  V it-tor,  583,  725 
//';■■/;((■;;■■(.  Hindi's  tragedy  of  the,  210 
Hull  Theatre,  Macready  at  the,  225 
Hullah,   Mr.  (musical   composer),  428, 

447 
Humby,  Mrs.  (actress),  423 
//amorous  Ziro(efK!i(,  100 
Hunt,  Leigh  (poet  and  essayist),  287, 


Iackiho,  Ci/mheliw.  M:kh,i.Iv  us,  166 

lago,  tWietfo,  Macready  as,  97,  v.;;:!,  ^i.i, 
273,  27(1,  .11)0,  535,  555,  648;  re- 
marks upon,  98 

Illustrious  Traveller,  121 

Inchbald,  Mrs.  (translator  of  Kotzebue's 
Natural  Son),  38,  112 

Inglis,  Dr.  (Rugby  School),  9,  1G,  17, 
18 

Inman,  Mr.  (painter),  534 

Ion,  Talfourd's  tragedy  of,  remarks 
upon,  373 ;  produced  at  the  Hay- 
raaniet.  39b:    Maci-wLdi'  an,  383,  6,-jfi 

Ipswich,  Theatre  Koyal,  251 

Ireland,  Dr.,  Dean  ol"  Westminster,  S!S 

Jron  CAert,  428 


acting  in,  193 

JACKSON,  Mr.  (portrait  painter),  Mac- 
ready  as  'Virginius'  by,  162;  Mae- 
raady  as  '  Henry  IV.'  by,'  173  ;  death 
of,  255  j  subscription  tor  tin:  widow 
of,  265 

J  an  in,  Jules,  559 

Jaques,  As   Ytnt  Likd  It,  Macready  as, 


155,  2 


i,  232,  S 


Jeffrey,  l.ord,  575,  576 

Jephson,  Mr.  (dramatic  author),  79 

Jerdan,  Mr.,  415 

Jerrold,    Douglas   (author),   462,    514, 

654.  656,  673 
Jeston,  Mr.,  120,  126,  395 
John  Ball,  Colman's  play  of,  6 


358,  fi 
Joasnn,  lien,  656     ,. 
Jordan,   Mrs.  (actress),  Macready  acts 

with,  48  ;  her  acting,  49  et  seq. 
Joseph     Surface,    ti'Jtoot    for    Scandal, 

Macready  as,  144,  277,  284,  524 
.lolin.    The  Italian  Loner,  Macready  as, 


Juliai 


1,97 


The  Peasa. 
37 
Julian,  Macready  i 


eady  as, 


en 


Ci:.\\,  Cfutit.es,  282,  371,  426 
iean,  Ldmund,  Macready's  earliest  re- 
coil cr.r.ions  of,  18.  HI  ;'as  Richard  II., 
50  ;  as  Sir  Edward  Mortimer,  56, 
102  ;  iirst  appears  a. ,-e  at  Drury  Lane, 
59  ;  as  Richard  III.,  71  et  seq. ;  in 
private   life,    73 ; 


veai.lv':   iir-i 


appear: 


is  Oroonoko,  103 ;    an  imitator 

of,  105 ;  as  Othello,  *. ;  as  Lear, 
156 ;  his  jealousy  of  Macready,  223  ; 
i':im;al  of,  282  ;  otherwise  mentioned, 
81,  (18,  102,  105.  14;.;,  146,  151,  177, 
229.  232.262,  283,  267,:.i59.  695 
K,-;.,v,  Mr.  Hubert  (;Li.tor).  127.  288 
Kelly,  Miss  F.  H,  (actress),  210 
Keiiible,  Charles,  as  Mirabel  in  Incon- 
sdijif,  5'J;  as  a  tragedian,  ib, ;  per- 
forms with  Maoiendy.at.  Newcastle, 
64  it  S";'.  ;  as  I'vrriiLi:.,  94  ;  as  .luba." 
102;  in  7a.;  Ap>,slate,  109;  benefit 
of,  110,  1.14  ;  farther  criticism  upon, 
170;  hostile  action  of,  toward:  Mr, 
Harris,  177  et  seq.  v  in  King  Jolm, 
210;  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Bunn's 
treatment  of  Macready,  879:  iiili-:- 
view  at  Garriok  Club 'between  Mao- 
ii-adv  anil.  382;  dinner  at  the 
Gan:;ok  Club  !o,  407:  sale  of  thea- 
tric! wardrobe  of,  416;  at  the 
Macready  farewell  dinner,  670; 
otherwise  mentioned,  25,  59,  96.  !-M, 
112,  125,  131,  132  H  sra,  143, 


145,  1 


t,  &<-.. 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


Km,,: 


.  John  P.,  an,!  th«  O.  P.  ) 
Sine-laii 


farewell  neitlvmaiiecs  of.  a!  Dublin, 
87;  on  Mai:  ready's  P'-J-.-:.:ii:il  anpear- 
iiiii-c.  07  ;  ;il.  Covent.  Garden,  98  ;  f.s 
Gato,  101;  last  nights  of,  110; 
:T.ti:i':'j  n:i.  111;  lis  M:id,i-!.ll.  i'-., 
118;  Ins  han-htinoss,  113 ;  Campbell's 
vali?  iietory  stnnzus  to,  6.  :  as  liajm-ct 

II    /■■:.■         ■',;■  .      .i"  :     T.'.lr  !■■!■     '  I,  II-.-  in 

Invent  Garden  Ti'.eatre  to  Charles 
K mn ;..!;:■.  170:  Miierradv's  last  inter- 
view witli,  171;  as 'Heavy  IV,,'  173; 
ia  retireir.L.-n-.  aM.niis;!nm',  182  ;  me- 
morial to,  in  Westtniasft-r  Abbey, 
818:  as  I.ear,  721  :  olhc-.ivise  men- 
tioned, 112 

Kemeys,  Kir  Robert,  161 

Keinlil  Tiientrc,  M.-.crt-adv  appears  at 
tho,  215 

lun in: v,  Sir.  James  (drumatie  anther), 
313,  515,423,448 

Kenny,  Mr.  (actor),  420 

Kenneth,  Mr.  571,  382 

Kenneth,  Miss  (actress),  82(1 

Kruvil  Green  Ceinetere,  111'),  681,  728 

Kent,  Jud^c,  602 

Kenyan,  Mr.  Jobs,  382,  -101,  57 J,  654. 

670 
Kilmarnock,  Theatre  Koval,  251 
Kin-,  Mi.  (actor),  4 
King,  Judge,  540 

KinS    James,    A7;>7   of   the     C'o.viiWWiS, 
.     Mueready  :vs,  SSS,  585  rf  seg. 
Kin;  .Lou/,  Macreade  as,  228,252.  511. 

57ii.  101,  657 
Kin-  Lear,  Macready  as.  155,  Ififl,  252, 

2.--  ,.-;       .■.,".  LS,  44U.  552  c(fr-J..    558\ 

590,  594,  649,  057 
Kingluke.  Mr,  A.  W,  654 
Kimiaird,  Lorn,  173,  108   201 
Kinu:ur..l,  Hen.  llmi-las,  80,  179 
Kite  cnri-ia-e  on  ieiiismny  Plain,  227 
Kitelv,  Arc.'';'  _17.ni  5;  /.is  llum<ya;\  70, 

82,'  263 
Kmdnvortb,  ii,  visit  tn  Buhier  at,  610 
Kninlit,  Gallr,  485  et  acq. 
Knight,  Mr.  Charles,  654 
Knight's  'Pictorial  Shakspere,' 468 
Knight  of  Snoicdon,  38 


Knowles,  J.  Sherbhtn  (dramatist),  in- 
troduced to  Macvrvidy  by  John  Tait, 
157;  Viriihunn  by,  150  :  pari  ier.iai's 
:e--.,i  ■!  in-  !'i' i,  ,  I  ;■(■.:.  ;  Ci.i:'.!S  Orm:- 
;:/™.  by.  2.5,  220:  Wr.'.iijn!  Ii<«  bv. 
22;,',  2:4  et  i«;.  ;  J.'iVbc.  (/if  (.mi. 
bv,  254;  as  an  actor,  261  ;  The  U57o. 
■:■(  JalVtiJiaste.  i.e.  28!  :  otherwise 

i itioned.   175,  220,  254,  285,  ;',02. 

82.1.  820,  88,-,  418,  419,  145,  418, 
490,  524,  698 

Knox,  Mr.,  505 

Lark  r.  AN  u,  F:,J..un:  i'cri,  Maercadv  as, 

60 
Lafond,  M.,  180 
La  Fontaine,  852,  641 
Lake  district,   Macroady's   tour  in  the, 

216  el  seq. 
Lamb,  Charles  (essayist).  124,  803 
Latnbe,  Hen.  George,  80 
Lancaster  Theatre,  165 
Land.  Mr.  (acto.),  425 
Land,   Miss  (iutress),    .25 
l.iadiui.  Miss,  444 
Lindor,   Sava-..    bis  (.pinion   of  French 

ciiii racier,  207.  '188 
Landseer,    M.A.,   Kir   F.dwin,   516,  654, 

666,  671 
Latnlsanwiic,  Lord,  570,  585.  G5+ 
Laporte,  M.  (Covent  Garden  Theatre), 


Lardner,  Dr.,  346,  348  et  esq.,  330 

Law  of  Java,  178 

Lawrence,  8i_  Abbott,  585 

Lawrence,  Sir  Thomas,  253 

Leamington  Tiieatrc,  Maoroadv's  en- 
gagements at  the,  625,  630 

Lee,  Mr,  A.  (manner).  253 

Leech,  Mr.  John  (artist),  656 

Leeds,  Theatre  ib:val,  2  1.8,  625,  632 

Leicester,  '1  neatre'llnva!,  [76,228,251, 
'J.-.2.  252,  881,  623 

Leigh,  Mr.  John  Shaw,  236 

I.ei-h,  Mr.  I'embeiton  (afterwards  Lord 
Kim-down),  203 

Leigh,  Mrs.  (sister  of  Lord  Kvron), 
815 

Lemon,  Mr.   Mark  (nni.no-,-),  1.153  ..'  sr-q. 

Loon,  Rule  a  Wifi,  and  Have  a  Wify 
Macleady  as,  78 

1. eont.es,    I17«;.'/s    T.de,    85,  217,  228, 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


Leslie,  R.A.,  Mr.  Chnrlo  (pnin(ei-\  0,50. 

6G6 
Leasing,  667 
Letters    to    Macrendy,    i'nmi    Mliiiiidim 

KlluWiaS,       15V   ;     IllLllll-     .if      tlBlilcilti!!]! 

from  Knowles,  161;  from  Mr.  C. 
Mathews,  171;  from  Aroiideanoo 
IV.t,  220  ;  from  the  company  of  the 
T.  R.,  Birmingham,  235  ;  Ir-m  Jlr. 
Siivmn.Ti.  ii.  ;  from  Comte  Alfred  de 
Vigny,  408 ;  (rom  an  anonymous 
fvier.j,  r.l'.j;  from  lis*  -ScriftU;  <!«s 
Au  tours  brumal  iqiifs  I'l-.m^ui.-.  fiCvU  ; 
from  Mr.  Wight  wick,  676 
Letters  from  Maeready  to  the  actors  and 
actresses  of  Mr.  Bruntou's  company, 
235;  to  tin;  proprietors  of  John 
J-uH,  512:    i.o;rlT,-iln-id  andbidv 

Pollock,  683«f«o. 
Lever,  Mr.  Charles  (author),  653 
J.T-w-i:-,  Mr.  (actor),  4 
Lewis.   Matthew  ('.Monk  Lewis'),  34, 

38,  130 
Lichfield     Theatre,     Maeready   at   the, 

liddell,  Dr.  (Dean  of  Christ  Church), 

675 
Lidesq,  Miss  (danseuse),  335 
Lincoln,  Theatre  floral,  201,  250,  035 
Lind,Jenny  (Madame Golds ch mid),  589 

Lindley,  Mr.,  295,  &c 

Lin  wood,  Miss,  566 

Llston,  John  (comedian),  25,   OS,  100, 

122,  143,  178,  20!),  292.  424,  435' 
Literary  Fund  Society,  318  ct  seq.,  350, 

373,502 
Liverpool,    theatrical    engagements  of 

Maeready  at,  165  el   >o/..  175.  217, 

'ITS,   250,   251,  25:,   273,  332,  

502,  333,  632  et  seq. 
Liverpool  Mtrcam,  535,  341 
LiTerpool  theatrical  fund,  105 
Llanrwst,  Mac  ready  at,  231 
Liovd.  Charles   (translator  of  Alfieri). 

sonnet   to  Maeready  by,  123,    124; 

poems    oddrcs-sod    to    Maereadv   by, 

12+;  death  of,  125 
I-oder,  Mr.  John  (violinist),  128,  456 
London   Tavern,    Maeready's     farewell 

dinner  at,  654  el  seq. 
Londonderry,  Lord,  198 
Loraine,  Mr.  W.,  128 


Lord  Bellenden,  Men  of  Pleasure,  Mac- 
ready  as,  203 

Lord  Timniev.  'Ike  Peo\;nkcl  }[\u,'-a;«l 
.MacriMdvas,  ¥2,  340,  358,  0,31,  633 
635 

Lothair,  Addyitlta,  Macreadv  as,  32 

Lough,  Mr.  (sculptor),  321  " 

Louii  Philippe,  Kins,  561  ct  seq. 

Louisville  (America),  556,  612 

I.oulh  The:;-.]-,-,  Ma. ready  at  the,  33G 

F.i-i-v  !:'.::!:>ii].iore,  448 

Lovell,  Mr.,  353,  367,  369 

Lcve-more,  Tl,e  Way  to  Keep  Him,  Mae- 
ready  as,  54 

Lover,  Samuel  (anthor),  394 

Ludlow  Theatre,  Maeready  at  the, 
253 

Liidovioo,  A'lii.ln'.:  in-  l!,e  Sttit-ie,  Mae- 
ready  as,  132 

Lake,  i.Vc/ie:,  Maeready  as,   34,  37,70 

Lushiugton,  Professor,  591 
Lyceum  Theatre,  25 
Lynedoch,  Lord,  57 
Lynn,  Theatre  Royal,  248 
Lvtteltoo,  Hon.  Spencer,  654 
Lytton,  Lord  (See  Bulwer) 
Lytton,  Robert  (now  Lord  Lytton),  701, 
705,  711 

Macaulay,   T.     B.     (afterwards   Lord 


lay).  ; 


i,  610 


Ma,-.n:lav.   Rev.  J.    : 

Maeaulay,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Kenneth,  655 

Maeher.h.  Ma^eadv  as,  162,  217,  22.-:, 
220.  232,  247,251,  253,  202,  234. 
274.  272,  291,  538,  317.  334,  555. 
353,  357,  374.  078,  334.401,  i',..i. 
5','i  ct  !«..  517,  525,  533.  534,  507, 
540.  551,  553,  555.  553,  553,  500, 
5110,  507.  577,  (102,  603,  00..  029. 
642,  G57 

JieCuiloeh.  Mr.  (prompter  at  Covent 
Garden  Theatre),  134 

MoFftilane,  Mr.,  674 

Mclan,  Mrs.  (artist),  523 

Mi.riroTie,  Miss,  concert  iriven  by,  533 

lliicklin,  Charles  (actor),  anecdote  of, 
21;  asShylock,  it:.;  earlv  stru-t-'.:s 
of,  22  ;  personal  appearance,  ib. ;  tae 
last  of,  t'6.,  48 

Maclise,  R.A.,  Daniel  M.  (painter),  347, 
354,486,510,  02^.  054.  666.  071 


Hosted  by  GOOgk 


Macon  (America),  544 

Macrcady,  Wi::;nm  (father  of  W.  C.  M.), 
ns  lessee' of  the  Birmingham  Thi.-itn;. 
4,  31;  at  Bolton -le-Moors,  5,  6; 
visits  M;i'TS!lilv  hi.  I : u^"-:-v,  15  ;  takes 
Manchester  Theatre,  19  fpr.ifcsshoiai 
i.]iini..ijjii  of,  20;  pecuniary  difficulties 
of,  23 ;  a  prisoner  fur'  debt,  35  ; 
i ■  ■  ■  i i :-: : ■  L ■_■  i- 1 1 ,-:  c:nc.ucl.  cf  his  creditors, 
37  ;  actor  and  author,  31  ;  at  Lei- 
cester and  Birmingham,  34,  35  5 
engages  the  Ashley's  equestrian 
troupe,  :-;S  ;  qnn.i-ivls  with  Hacreadv, 
55,  5b;  his  character,  58;  bnilda'a 
theatre  at  (.'ar.islc,  ill  ;  engages  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Kemble,  b"4;  en- 
tertains Edmund  Kean,  71 ;  and 
Miss  O'Neill,  138;  takes  Bristol 
Theatre,  133;  death  of;  251 

Maeroadr,  Mrs.  (mother  of  W.  CM.), 
3,5,7,  Uetseq.,  565 

Ma.crca.iU',  'An;,  (step-mother  of  W.  C, 
M.),  320,  354 

Mucrwiiiy,  Miijor  Edward  Nevil,  enters 
the  ai-mv,  50;  biographical  notice 
of,  67;  returns  to  England,  81; 
■  :h.ii';;;,t-.T  of,  1-1  et  :;?q.  :  letter  from, 
143;  promotion  of,  321;  death  of, 
fji'j.'j ;  utberuisc  mentioned,  21,  77, 
fiO,  B2,  100,  (107,  603 

Macrca.lv,  WiJiium  Charles,  earliest 
r,;c  libelous.  1;  at  Mr.  Edgcll's 
fehool.  3;  ;:r.cs  to  Kugby,  8  ;  death 
of  mother,  10 ;  theatricals  at  liugby, 


11; 


t   the 


onng    1 


indication  of  dramatic  talent,  18,  i 
leaves  Rugby,  20;  becomes  an  actor, 

21  ;  as  a  Cuuntry  manager,  2-1  ;  visits 
1-ontitm,  21;  manages  theatre  at 
Chester,  20  ;  Newcastle,  27;  Bir- 
mingham, 151  ;  iirst  appearance  as 
Rumen,  ic,  31;  practises  in  the 
eijj:.!y  to-nlre.  :-12  ;  engaged  at.  _V\y- 
c.i-.sile,  ;■;:■; ;  makes  good  use  of  leisure 
time,  at  'lYnomouth,  i!i. ;  Leicester 
and  Birmingham,  34 ;  a  narrow  es- 
cape, 35;  giajidt'i'.hcr  dies,  ;.ii'i :  tir.it 
appearance  as  Hamlet,  37;  another 
visit  to  London,  39 ;  makes  a  dan- 
gerous acquaintance,  40;  Leicester 
and  Newcastle,  A. ;  acts  with  Mrs, 


ijiiiilons,  40;  Birmingham,  45;  s 
I'ssnn  in  din  mat  ic  criticism,  fi.  ,-  acts 
with  Mi'i.  Jordan.  4y  el  seq.;  Richard 
II.  revived  at  Xcweast:?,  5ii;  p-adic 
answer  to  a  libel,  53;  Hamlet  in 
'.lasgcw,  if,.;  other  new  parte,  54; 
power  of  rapid  study,  o.;  at  Dum- 
fries, 55 ;  acts  with  Betty,  t.iie  ci- 
devant  Young  Roscins,  fit. ;  ".separates 
from  father,  ,ttl ;  reconciliation  with 
father,  ii.;  conies  of  age,  59;  adapts 
Manaion,  ib.;  adapts  Kokeby,  60; 
narrow  escape  from  a  quicksand,  62  ; 
acts  with  Charles  Kemble,  64  et  seq,  ■ 
a  performance  at  Berwick  to  ihicc 
persons,  63;  a  wonderful  effort  of 
memory,  05;  the  origin  of  'the  child 
story,' 66;  appearance  at  Bath,  69; 
sees  Edmund  Kean  in  Richard  111., 
72;  sees  Miss  O'Neill  as  Juliet,  73; 
engagement  at  Glasgow,  74;  first 
meeting  with  future  wife,  75;  en- 
gagement at  Dublin,  it:.;  acting  for 
practice,  77;  Mentev.de.  79;  oiler 
from  (Invent  Garden,  bo ;  poetical 
tribute,  85;  Garriek  Jubilee  atHcre- 
fur.i,  S'i:  cn-agemen;  at  Dublin,  ij7; 
tour  in  Xuitb  Wales,  91;  meeting 
with  brol-cr,  <;m  .  |i,-..t.  a].pcjr:ii:ce 
at  Covent  Garden,  95;  rcmarss  on 
persona:  appearance.  flO  ;  Hazlitt.'s 
criticism,  ii-H  ;  Kr.it  amiiiiiintaiiee 
wi-,1  Shell,  10B;  Pescara  in  the 
Jj-.sU:'t«,  109;  compliment,  from 
John  Kemble,  113;  a  diplomatic  ad- 
veatiir,',  115;  second  London  season, 
113;  lift  at  a  b.i;;rd[i,s-bonse,  lit*: 
a  strange  history,  119;  brother  sails 
for  India,  121;  sonnet  by  Barry 
Cornwall,  123;  provincial  engage- 
ments, 127  et  set. ;  descent  into  a 
coal  mine,  128;  London  season,  130; 
Maturin's  Freehlfo,  133;  en-a^'mcut 
:n  Klii'.ljursli.  13.J:  Ki,rhl,.i,.|  ]„,„,,. 
tci.'.n  to-.ir,  137;  vi-it  to  Glasgow, 
1+1 ;  bad  condition  of  Covent  Garden, 
115;  appearance  as  llicli.U'd  III., 
M'l;  contemporary  crilidsms,  US; 
sonnet  by  Barry  Cornwall,  153  ;  pro- 
duction Of   VityimVA.   ];,:');    refnsd    of 

pc'inury  shifts,  1-jb;  future  win-. 
I'll;    fifth    Covent    Garden    season, 

lbii;  Walkers  play  of  WalUc-,:-,  107; 
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Mii-aiubia,  10B;  Iltv.-M,  172;  por- 
trait by  Jackson,  173;  country  en- 
gagements, 175 ;  re-engagement  at 
Covent  Garden,  176;  continental 
tonr,  179;  Shell's  HugncnoL  210; 
leaves  t^uvent  'iardr.u.  -1J:  onward 
for  Drury  Lane,  213;  'the  child 
story'  as-n.ia,  21  +  ;  visit  to  Words- 
worth, Ti<i:  oii-.iiL-i.'racnt  to  Miss 
Atkins,  218;  C-iU's  Urocchis,  TX  ; 
Theodore  Hook,  224  ;  purchase  of  the 
Granby  Hotel,  225  ;  marriage,  226  ; 
Massinger's  Fatal  Dowry,  2 1 X  ;  117.'- 
iki„i  Tdl,  229  ;  residence  in  Wales, 
231 ;  re-appearance  at  Drury  Lane, 
232 ;  Stephen  Price  of  Sew  York, 
233;  a  testiiu:!:ii.i!,  235  ;  [mit'es- 
sbmal  Ltnii'  in  An'.erie.a,  230  ;  first,  ii]:- 
pearance  in  the  United  Slnte<,  253  ; 
Boston,  242 ;  Baltimore,  2*3 ;  engage- 
ments during  1827, 243;  performances 
in  Paris,  248  ;  French  mlicisms,  ft.  ; 
diary  during  1829,  251 ;  diary  during 
1830,252;  diary  during  IB'il,  25i': 
diary  during  1832  commerio-s.  250 ; 
Young's  farewell,  Rugby,  25V  ;  evi- 
dence on  dramatic  literature,  259; 
diary  during  1833  commences,  264; 
Lord  Dover's  Frederick  II.,  230  ; 
country  engagements,  270:  L'xeter, 
271;  Dublin,  275;  Manchester,  Hi.  ; 
theatres  closed,  280  ;  Edmund  Kean's 
funeral.  285  ;  benefit,  Taglioni,  Mali- 
bran,  fas.,  284  ;  Lear,  289  ;  Brighton, 
Wort hir.br.  ;<!.>!  ;  Pio.-pom.  293  ■'  Hoi 


Wen 


s,  295  ; 


tony, 


ing  John,  299;  Coriolanuf 
SOI  ;  studying  Sardanap,:!^.,  305  ; 
liii.nirv  criticisms,  304  ;  diary  during 
1834  commence.-,  307;  Canteiburv. 
BOH;  .U'aeiiieam  Club,  313;  Sard'i- 
uapaba,  315;  Siddons  monument, 
310;  dresa  for  Lear,  318;  work 
on  .'imlunapalua,  324;  study  of 
Ihidrt,  -i-ii;  Liverpool,  332;  Dub- 
lin, 333;  Lincoln,  335;  Louth, 
330;  Sheffield,  337;  diary  dur- 
ing 1835  commences,  338;  Bath, 
339;  Manchester,  341;  Salisbury, 
343;  offers  from  Drury  Lime.  345; 
Bitmlet  at  Norwich,  ■!>.;  Ion,  346; 
engagement  with  Bunn,  357  ;  Olhiih, 
358;    disappointments,    360;    diary 


during    1836  com  [rentes,  3 


interview  with 
Charles  Kemblc,  335  ;  appearance  at 
Covent  Carder,,  534;  lir>*.  riiirin,  -if 
Ton,  386;  Ton  supper  at  Til  Hoard's, 
5h7  ;  UuLii's  action  against  Macready, 
380;  ^-uiiuuLiil  cn^Lis:i:iiT:5its,  391; 
private  theatricals  at  Cambridge, 
305;  provincial  en  elements,  3B8 ; 
r.:lilieiy  at  the  Cheltenham  Theatre, 
300  ;  .-.■;  urn  to  Covent  Garden,  401  ; 
Forrest  at  Lb.tive,  403;  reh'iO'Sjl  e: 
La  Valhero.  405:  diary  i'.,r  163? 
commences,  403  ;  first  night  of  Xo 
I  ■■!{&-,'.  400:  ilk;*.  403;  Dublin, 
-!0:i;  plans  for  the  future,  412;  at 
Lady  Blessington's,  415  ;  The  Bridal, 
417;  negotiations  for  Covent  Garden, 
419;  engagements  for  Coven!.  Car! mi. 
422;  a  visit  to  Liston,  423;  Lord 
Durham,  425 ;  husiness  at  Covent 
Gur.iea,  !20;  arranging  play*,  423  ; 
a  Trend i  admirer,  430;  opening  of 
Covent  Garden.  432  ;  managers  at 
work,  433  ;  gloomy  prospects,  437  ; 
■  tring  I""" 


t  steal 

ing  1 

"iij  I-ear,A\\\ 

I.wh,  ,  f 

Corhlanus, 

41:!;     re- 

hearsing  Fo 

•ari,  144;    Sindbad  the 

Sailor 

440 

Ath,:i,ittn. 

Ca»ti 

Woman's 

Wit, 

','-19  : 

testimonial 

;i'om     thu 

I'.eL.iri  4, 10  ;  Haymarket  engagement, 
151  ;  at.  Fastbotinie,  455;  rehearsing 

The  Tempest,  456  ;  second  season  as 
manager,  458  ;  The  Tempest,  460  ; 
Li.  *■,'«■«,  403;  Covent  Garden  panto- 
mime, 466;  diary  for  1830  ami:::  on  cos, 
4G7;  production  of  Sichclicn.  471; 
dinner  party  at  Elstree,  471  ;  If-.ivi 

V.,  475;  end  of  Covent  Garden 
management,  477  ;  public  dinner  to, 
478;  speeeh  at  dinner,  479;  Shy- 
lock,  482;  house  at  York  Gate, 
i'.'..-  'iVfiuird's  GleiKoe,  483 ;  diary 
for   1840  commences,  485 ;  engage- 


w«  Google 


merit  at  Drury  Lane,  ib, ;  soiree 
Babbage's,  487  ;  first  night  of  Glen: 
488;  Richard  Cromwell,  490; 
hearsal    of  Money,   491  ;    diary 

ment   committee,    49(5 ;    Newcas 

■iilfi;  Ihcugli^  on  der.th,  499;  V 
t,i  Kugby,  500 ;  plays  for  Drury 
Lane,  008  ;  pre  pa  rations  at  Drnry 
Lane,  505;  diary  for  1812  com- 
nicnees,  008  ;  exclusion  of  women  of 
the  town  from  Drury  Lane,  5:)!J ; 
Jas  ami  IjhI-.iL-u,  510;  OOOi ;»;!.■;, 
515  :  /'/iy'ife*  7>o»,  :>  L  7  ;  Qacen's 
famv  ball,  ;'il8;  Drury  Lane,  As 
You  Like  It,  521 ;  diary  for  1843 
o-.an:vieace;;,  520;  Mvy.h  Adf,  iiii-Mt 
Xr,/.hi'i:./,  i'l.  ;  .-:l  1  of  Drury  Lane 
management,  525;  tcstir.scnial  !■•■. 
527  ;  breakfast  with  Milr.es,  520  : 
Siddons  memorinl.  53n;  lirvovrnre 
for  America,  Slii  ;  linlilax,  ii.  ; 
Boston,  New  York,  580;  distin- 
guished Americans.  5.S0:  dinrv  for 
1844  commences,  600 ;  'the  "child 
story'  ngain,  540;  Savannah,  542  j 
Western  travel,  544;  on  the  Ala- 
bama, 5  I  !l  ;  Motile,  ib. ;  Kew  Orleans, 
550;  St.  l.„ul..  :.:.:■■  Cincinnati. 
New  York,  550:  Moatreal,  I'hf.a- 
■.hdphia.  Hilton,  558 ;  diary  for  1845 


engagca 


iii-i.n-r's 


;,  505  ; 


begin,. 
bOu'VnOo 


project     of    a    new    theatr 
Glasgow,  Carlisle,  567  ;  cont 

■  ■di.iuiiofl'opc^TO;  Dublin.  !l,-':Vt. 
Exeter,  573;  diary  dnrin;;  1840 
commences,  574:  Forrest's  iiiss  ah. 
li.ii-iiiiiL^b,'  575;  I.aurist.on,  Iioly- 
i-.io.l  llr.iisc.  570;  I'rptJin  -  iriL'aije- 
ment  at  the  Surrey,  581  :  diary  Vor 

1847  commences,  580;  /Vii/ip  I 'nil 
.'D-d-vj/iJ;;  prodi], ■.!■■!,  002;  diary  limine; 

1848  commences,  .50.8  ;  plays  to  act 
lit    the     I'rincess's,     501;     sympiithy 
with   the  French  sctou  in    London, 
507  ;   s]'ee.i:il    night    ;-.:.  Drury    I.;i:ie, 
508:  in-rival  in  America.  000  ;*IV..=  r.i 
000;    death  of  brother,   ib. ;  J'hi 
delphia,     outrage     at    Arch    Str. 
Theatre,  604 ;  diary  for   1840  co 


2ltn-;  id'Mrs.  SiiHras.  «'-'*;  country 
rinnvf/Js,  000:  diarv  for  1850  ..-,m'- 
mences,  631;  farewell  at  Bristol, 
1*6.;  illness  of  Nina,  630:  fin-well 
at  Liverpool.  001;  firewell  at  Xcw- 
castle,  635  ;  farewell  at  Birmingham, 
607;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (Jarivlc,  000:  at 
Kuebworlh.  (J4.U  ;  at  Sherborne,  (141  ; 
reading  at  Rugby,  642;  diary  for 
lN.'il  commenced  0+7  ;  last  por.ivni- 
iiTme  of  lago,  648;  farewell  at  the 
ISayrriarket,  f>50  ;  farewell  address. 
Chi;  farewell  dinner,  654;  speech 
at  farewell  dinner,  061 ;  Royal  Aca- 


et  si'-j.  ;  domcsl 
s,  683 ; 


isses,  681 ;  fam 
riage,  " 


684; 

letters  to  the  Pollocks,  085"-.'  .W7.  ; 
hist  years,  720;  death  anil  funeral, 
7L.-7  ;  epitaph,  728 

Mae.ic.ady,  Mri.  (vie'd  Catherine  Atkins), 
lirst  merlin?  with,  75  ;  secoad  nw-:- 
big  with,  104  e&'seq.;  engaged  at 
l',i-;-1..,l  Theatre.  Hill;  s:rowth'of  at- 
te.obmen:  to,  177,  212;  cr-aj-ed  at 
Dublin.  212;  meets  T.eririalvhcrr.-a  W, 
218;  ina:rh/c  of,  postpone.!,  2l(.': 
marries  Macrciolv,  220 ;  otherwise, 
mentioned.  281.  225.  220,  050.  254. 
271.  277  ct  3w;. ,11!  7.  00  L  085(0  *;■;., 
691,  &c 

Mac:eac.r,  .)]:■■:.  (:>.',:  Spencer).  084,  720 

Maereati.-,  Letitia  (sister  of  W.  C.  M.), 
!30,2ia  210,225,  220.  K53,K25,ov.; 

Macreadv,  Kllell  (,i*ler  of  W.  C.  M.), 
256 

Mru:r!!:uh-*K  Ciiililrea,  Christina  I.etitia. 
(Nina).  254,  082,  005,  007:  William 
Cliarles,  201.  57iJ.  000,  022.  iiS-i, 
711,  728;  Catherine  Frances  Birch, 
020,  711,  720:  Harriet  .Kiana. -121, 
482,507,520.  520.  .OSl./iW:  Dorirv 
]2e[,:,-;c»  IJulwsr.  '!05.  0  =  1:  Walter 
Frnn.is  Shell,  -ihii,  081:  l.vdia  Jane, 
520;  Cecilia  Betiyeiiata.  500;  Joint- 
than  forster,  630,  727  ;  Cecil  Frede- 
rick Nevil,  684,  727 
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Mack  ay,  Dr.,  655 

MacTavish.  Jli,s.   as  Miry  Copp  in  77ie 

M:vru  Monarch,  S4,  563 
Maddoi,  Mr.,  591 
Maid's  Tragedy,  323 
M.-t!-i]n-.:p.  Mrs.,  712 
MaliLran  (vocalist),  281,  349,  382 
Malins,  Vice-Chancellor,  311 
Manby,  Mr.,  627,  642,  653  ; 
Maa  chest  p.-,  Theatre   Jioval,   176,   217, 

228,  2IS,  2r,3,  275,  31!.  310,  50'ti, 

585,  588,  629 
Manchester  Mechanics'  Institute,  53;, 
Manser,  Archdeacon,  354 
Mansel,  Mr.,  177,217 
'l;:f.:ej,,T:.  Mr.  fma:if.-?r\  521 
Warden,  Mr.  (actor),  25 
Margate  Theatre,  Macready  at  the,  253 
Mariec  Kalicr,...  X'acree.c\-  as,   365,  MR, 

537 
Mark   Antony,   Aviwj  ami  Ckzfuiim, 

Maeready  as,  51 
Mark   Antonv,  Jti'iu-i  CiCinr,    Mncrcariv- 

as,  54,  297,  301 
Marmion,  Macready  as,  59 
Marryat,  Captain  (author),  263 
Mars  (actress),  180 

Marshall,  Mr.  (scenic  artist),  424,  463 
Marshall,  Mr.  (manager),  537 
Martin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore,  715 
Marlins,  Sir  W.,  435,  436,  516 
Martineau.  Mi-;  ][..  4:V-i,  410.  42:.;, .(.(;:, 

445,  407,  550,  580 
Marylebone  Literary  and  Scientific  In- 


711 

Mathews,  Mr.  T.  (actor),  453 
M.-kH-.is,  Mr.  (■ii::.ru:-r).  JOS,  200.  355 
Mat.on,  .Dr.,  228,344 
Matnriu,       Rev.      Charles      (drama  ti< 

author),  133 
Maurice,  Rev.  F.  D.,710 
Me.vli-.wf,  Mr.  (scenic  artist),  438 
MedK-celt,  Sir  W.,  673 
.'ilelaalhis.    Ti-.e  liri-i'd.    MaciwW    as 
25,  328,  327,  329,  356 


418,  4: 


,  427,  5: 


',558 


Melrose,  5: 

Me nte vole    The   1/^\\t/i   Lover,    70,  ; 

,    97,114 

Meredith,  George,  166 


.Michae!  D\cas,  Ad-'-iilAit,  ISO 
Milan,  Macready  at,  184,  205 
Milihrd  Theatre,  228 
Hitman,  Rev.  H.,  160,  361 

R.  Monckton  (now  Lord  Hough- 


,i,),  f 


i,  &-c. 


Jlii-anrh-.j,    Harry    Cornwall's   play  of, 


M-.tkriJ/de.  Mai-MVidv's  "i>: ■"■l.iik h  on.  305 

Mobile  (America),  549,  552 

Mcliire,  Mau-eady's  remarks  upon,  330, 


3f'j>w>!,  IhiIwcj-'s  j.hy  of,  ■] 


■  nith.  a 


9,570 


.th,  Mr.,  567 

Mcntrcal  (America),  Maeiea..U-  at,  558 
Montrose  Theatre,  214 
Moore,  Thomas  (poet),  488,  497 
Mordent,   The   Steward,    Macready   as, 

144 
More,  Mrs.  Hannah  (authoress),  40 
Morpeth,  Lord,  529 
Mortland,  To  Harry  or  not  to  Marry, 

Macrcady  as,  489,  507 
Morton,  Mr.  (author),  25,  00,  155 
Moion,  Mr.  (publisher),  303,  407 
Mndc,  Mr.,  372 
Mulgeave,  Lord.  400  ei  .><;  .<, 
Munro,  Mr.,  362 

Murchison.  .Sir  ib.aonck.  350,  C55 
Murphy's  Way  to  Keep  Him,  in  Italian, 


Murray,  Lord,  575 

Naldi,  Signor,  33 

Xai.ier,  Professor,  575 

Naples,  Macready  at,  1!>7 

Napoleon  I.,  535 

National  Anthem,  as  sung  by  Trai 

Nelson'  Admiral  Lord,  at  the  Birn 

ham  Theatre,  4 
Newark     Theatre,    Macready    at 
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Newcastle,  Duke  of,  672,  682 

Newcastle,  Theatre  Royal,  40,  49,  66," 
76,  114,  213,  225,  E5I,  635 

Ki-.:v  Orlcias,  Macready  at,  550  t!  ?.?■:.  ; 
cemetery  at,  551 ;  Washington  anni- 
versary at,  ib. ;  otherwise  mentioned, 
553,  609 

Newry  Theatre,  Macready  at  the,  228 

New  York,  manners  and  customs  of, 
i.'39  ;  New  Year's  Day  in,  243  et  seq. ; 
Macready's  second  visit  to,  533,  557  ; 
disturbance  at  the  theatre,  fill; 
gregt  riot  at  the  Aitoi  Place  Theatre, 
617  el  seq. 

Niebuhr's  Hittorg  of  Borne,  280 

MwtSforia,  397,  -\'t<\  -IS-t 

Ki.-lj-n..  Mrs.  (actress),  522 

Noel    "        '      -■■ 


Othello,    Macready   as,    9J,   145,    I7JJ, 

210,  233,  233,'2r>l,  352,  276,  3,ifi, 

353,  4Ui.  534.  53:;.  53?.  :>;>!'.  ;,::.:, 

559,  588,  537,582 

Othello,  reading  of,  at  Sherborne  Liter- 
ary and  Scientific  Institution,  684 

Otis,  Mrs.,  536 

Ovid,    Macready's  remarks  upon,  329, 


(iv.  J.,  : 


a  Captain,  482 
Northampton,  Theatre  Royal,  251 
Norton,  Charles  E.,  601 
Norton,  Hod.  Mrs.,  348,  488,  530 
Nnrv;il,  Dwjlas,  Macready  as,  32,  41 
Norwich,  Theatre  Royal,  248,  571 
Nottingham,  Theatre  Royal,  175,  176, 


,    The  Mountaineers,  Macrcady 


Oxib 


Ohio  Rii-! 


■n  the,  (.' 


0'„\.:;l!,    Miss   (Lady 

ai'.i'^s).  iiv^;  appearance  in  London 
of,  65;  as  Juliet,  71,  73;  as  Lady 
Randolph,  1*5;  and  Miss  So^erviRe. 
131 ;  last  appearance  of,  136  ;       '" 


of,  If 

L,  70,  Ll8,  !■ 


Bthem 


>,  1:52,   et 


Opera  Comique,  Paris,  562 

''/'■'sf-:,  .Macivady's  remarks  upon, 
Orestes,  Andromache,  Macready  a 

69,  94 
Orestes,    The  Distressed    Mother,     46, 


i,  Prince  of  Potcys,  177 

ford,  Mr.  (journalist),  65:5,  6  SB 

id,  JLmdr.i,  reading  at,  651 


I'\r..\i.Ni.  S-iroor  (vi.dmist),  Jf-6,  317 
Paisley,  Theatre  Royal,  641  et  seq. 
Palmer,  Mr.  (T.  R.  Bath),  86 
Paris,  Macready's  first  visit  to,  179; 

return  to,  203  ;  performances  in,  2  IS 

et  s™.  :  second   visit  to.  550  d  s.:-/.  ; 

final  visit  to,  683 
Parkcs,  Mr.  Joseph,  358 
Parkgate,  holiday-trips  to,  38,  48 
Park  Theatre,  New  York,  Macready  at 

the,  !>LfLi,  238,243 
Parry,  Mr.  Serjeant,  655 
Passaic,  the  Kalis  >f,  ii-iO 
Pax  ton,  Sir  Joseph,  655 
Pecuniary  gifts  to  actors,  16V) 
Pen],  .Sir  Robert,  574,583,629 
I'elieriTia  (iiantomimiit),  305 
l\>  mi  Viler,,  Mr.,  311 
Pepin,  M.,  551 


Perrea,  M,  561 
Perry,  Mr.,  311 
Perth  Theatre,  Macready's  performances 

in,  215,  641 
Pescara,  The  Apostate,  Macready  as,  109, 

114 
Peterborough  Theatre,  Macready  at  the, 

Petrarch's  tomb,  190 
Pettigrew,  Mr.,  540 
Phelps,  M:-.  Samuel  (actor),  426,  427, 
430,  434,  650,  655,  669,  707 
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Philadelphia,  Macready  at,  55,3;  out- 
rn-e  at  Arch  Street  Theatre,  tit) I 

I>ni!q>  Van  Artccti'k,  MaiircaJv  as.  525, 
8-16,  348.  501,675 

l'l,:il,,K,  \!i.,:=  (;la;-o<s);  9SS,  204,  42t 

Piii'i  vi:.  .>il'..''J  o/  J'tt'iut^'ns,    V. :u\: t:\-i v 

JVture  wtiLliitidns,  285,  348,  351,304, 

487,560,671 
Pierre,    IW.iVe    /Ve.w;rv«7,    Mar-ready  as, 

76,  80,  134,  252,  276,  204 
Pijmalione,  Tramezzani  in,  39 
Pinner  Wood,  Maercadv's  residence  at, 

251,  &c. 
f'i„Bzi.  M:;.  (Mrs.  Thvali.->,  -2  ,.■(  sc-/. 
PiM.hi.k-,  Hen,  583 
Pistrucci,  Waterloo  medal  by,  646 
Pittshurg  (America),  556 
*  Pizarrn.'  Macready  as,  126 
1'hiru-ri!-,  Mr.  (dramatic  author),  350 
l-'ics-is  (actress),  560 
i'lmiseit,  Mr.,  arts  Richard  HI.,  89 
Pkrrruuth,    Theatre    Royal,   22.%    251, 

2r).-5,  501,  574,  628 
Pococlt,  Mr.  (author),  122 
Poetry  on  Maeready's  ac-tint-,   8:1,123, 

124,  125,  153,  430,  666 
PolhilL,  Captain.  255,  337 
Polignac,  The  Huguenot,  Macready  as, 

210 
P<,;i,>e>.  Sir  Frcdorid.-.  647,  655,  f',70  ; 

Maeready's  letter,  to  Sir    Pn-derir-k 

and  Lady,  683 
I'olunius,  Dr.  Je-hasna's  Db.erV'iitiim- ihi, 


!■:„>-;,!,  252 
i,  Cyrnheiine,  Mae 


627 

iVi*.  Hi-.  (act.,]-),  38  si  seq.,  72,  343 
Porter,  Miss  Jane  (authoress),  177 

Portsmouth,  Theatre  Royal,  

Postliminy    Leonati 
readyas,  38,  126, 
Potter,  Dr.,  243 

Pourtalea,  M.,  561 
Powell,  Mr.  (actor),  724 
Preseott,  Mr.  W.,  536 
Price.    Mr.    Stephen    :'ma, 
233,  407 


Prir.onss's  Taeatre.  Mneieiriy's  perform- 
a»ccs  at  the,  572,  582,"  58J,  580; 
Slsascsjiearo  at  the,  712 

Private  theatricals;  at  the  British 
KiLitirwisy,    Paris,     5ii3 ;    at    Charles 

Procter,  Bryan  Waller  (Barry  Corn- 
wall), sonnet  to  Macready  by,  123; 
o:i  Maecr'ady  in  Corm'tum.-:,  153; 
Mir.ni!:!.-!.  by.  168  ct  si;;,  ;  ollicr 
meatiou  nr",  158  ct  El.,  171,  -100, 
627,  655,  670 

Pi'ospero,  The  Tempest,  Macready  as, 
171,  293,  459  et  acq.,  475 

Pn.wM  nf  Hyu/cs,  350.  853.  856.  UGil 

Puff,  The  Critic,  Macready  as,  54,  '255, 
274,314,411 

'  Purring  '  .it  Bolton-le-Moors,  6 


<juin,  James  (comedian),  708 

Rachel  (tragic  aetress),  502,  504  et 

seq.,  584,  590,  709 
Eacine,  Maeready's  remarks  upon,  304 

Radcliffc,  Mr.  E.  P.  Delme,  655 

Rcgnier  (actor),  550,  569,  627,  682 

Rehearsal,  the  importance  of,  109 

llej.tcn  School,  581 

Jietriliulkin,  Macready  in,  120 

l^vuoMs  Mr.  II:i-ilt-.,ii  (author),  25, 
93,  100,  146,  158,  176,  211,  281 

Reynolds,  Mr.  Frederick  (:lramat:st), 
254,  263,  362 

Ilidmnl  II.,  50,55,75 

R:i-;h;;rJ  111.,  Macready  as,  first  time  in 
London,  146  et  seq.;  n!i  other  oi\:a- 
sions,  5%  70,  163,  214,  877,  378; 
Cooke  as,  51 ;  Edmund  Kean  as,  59 

liieh.u-J  Cnnmvell,  Macready  as,  480 

l!i':Mi,;\it  .Macready  in  Buliver's  play  of, 
4U2,  +68  et  seq.,  407,  470  et  seq., 
501,  534  etseq.,  537,510,  513,  552 
ct  seq.,  555  el  seq.,  558  et  seq.,  560- 
568,  571 

Richer  the  Funambulist,  18 

Richmond,  Dukoof,  75 

Richmond  (Yorkshire),  Macready  per- 
forms at,  176 

'■d'.ini.vi  !  (8urrey),  Maei-cady  pen'onns 
at,  330 

ItiphiiHiml  (America),  Macready  at,  608 
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Rickets.  Sir  J.,  17 
Ridgway,  Mr.  (publisher),  160 
Kiiiioiik.Vr.  11.  H.  (:m:rn.-.:iit).  -441  0 
Riots.  0.  !'.,  at  CoviT.t  Garden,  '1-k  ; 

America,  617  etseq. 
Ri-ton  (actress),  682,700 
Robert,  T/le  Ourfea,  Maeready  as,  !■ 
Robert  Dudley,  Marie  Stuart,  Macre 

as,  1SS 
Roberts,  Mr.  David  (painter),  655 
IWj.virsiin.  Mr..  4  [0  ci  j-;..427,  433,457 
Robins,  Mr.  George  (auctioneer).    aii.5. 

345 
Robinson,  Dr.  (Master  of  the  Temple), 

17 
J.'n'i    Ji-irj    Jl/rt---7rf-VP.'-.  Maoread\"    ill.  132 
ft  .wy.,  1*;,  ISO,  217,  230,  252,  266 
■  I  Li. .!.•;■  [..■;;  Dhu.'  Maeready  as,  37 
K.-ors.  Samuel   (i ■."::.).   225,  4-3.  41''2. 

4  20.  65.5,  071,672 
Ki.i:.i,  Macroad-,-  as.  33,  45,  SO,  144 
llomavii,    I'rcof  Fri'S'.unpii'.e.  Mao/eid ■.- 

.is,  131 
15. me,  Maeready  in,  202  <?i  ,Tr~?. 
limner.  Miss  (actress),  423  et  seq. 
\::i~<v.:  Tli/nvx.  ,md  Juliet,  Maeready  as, 

31,67,  69,85,117 
'  lluineo  <V,ates,'  84,  90 
lL.,in.  i,:.  'Ihc  R:t:dLo\erc.  Maeready  as. 

228,  252 
Hxikc.  .Mi'.  W.  (compiler),  42u  et  iff-?. 
Hover.  H'iof  6.rK  Mucreadyas,  41. 
Roy,  Mr.  Ramonun,  383 
licyal  AcitdfiKy,  Maeready  dines   with 


Saint  Heliek,  Maeready  at,  570,  534 


t  the,  343 

lion,  Mia.  (vocalist),  217 
Sand,  George'  (authoress),  563,  6 


665,  G: 


,705 


as,  Dimond's  play  of.  33, 
,    fasrsring   at,   8;    plays 


M.l:T'!;..dl'  cives  a  Sija>.:il![-i.l!l   l-:-;l.i- 

ing  at,  643 

lluskir..  Professor,  648 

Russell,  Lord  John  (low  Lirl  f!.„s..eln. 

452,  471 
ili.iJiorJiird.  I.ovd.  575,  &,:. 
Rntherfurd,  Mrs.,  575,  636 
Ruthven,  Maria  Stuart,  Maeready    as, 


i),  Maeready  at,  557 
>iici7jti!fj -'.-ins,      Macieadv's     criticisms 

uihiti,  280,  209  et  seq. 
ftu-diniliviba,  Mi-cready  in,  31.4,  324 
Savanaii.li,  "ilai  i-i-L  !v's  iierfiirmiULCi'K  ill, 
"2;  a  duel  at,  5*3 
,  La,  Milan,  205 

>orough,  Macready's  performances 
176,  253 
Seharf,  Mr.  George  (artist),  403 
Sckeller  (puinter),  560 
3eailler,  Johar.n  IVicdrich  (poet),  273, 
0 

jgel,  Frederick  and  William,  667 
tSliu-......l.-r,  li.-i  :■  (::iM-t.v),  51,667 

Schroeder,  Madame  (actress),  346 
Ki  haelder,  Ilan  (actor),  517  et  seq, 
Scott,  Sir   W:ur;.,  156,  Ml,  2iii.   20.i, 

535,  705 
Seroope.  Merchant  of  London,  Maeready 

as,  257,  277 
Sedi-.v]^-,  I'r^cssor.  452 
■;■]■;<!.  Mr.  f.^^iiLLU.:-  uulh.-:0.  253.  2U5, 
303,  307,  475,  481,  504 
eyniour,  Lord,  349 
liakii^i-oCkb,  473 
hee,     P.R.A.,     Sir    Martin     Archer 
(paiiiiu-),  473,  481.  405,  582 
Slndlicld,  Theatre   iii.vai,  77,  228.  251. 

251,  337,  564 
Shell.  M.l'„  lil^lit   IT.,i-.  liickard   Laler 
(dramatic   author),    108.    125,    132, 
M5,  Ml,  171,  210,  258.  20S  ,v,(  s,~i., 
311,   323,  552,  ill),  412,  010.   073. 
Sic 
SlierSwnic,  Maeready   in    retirement  at, 
025  el  s«;.,  050,  641,   070,  671.  1173 
et  wq.,  (178.  684,691 
Sheridan,  Richard  Brinsley,  130 
Shields,  Theatre  Royal,  251 
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Shirk'/,  Mr.  (author),  132 

SHr^Mis.  (actress).  422.  423  <•(*.';. 

Shrewsbury  Theatre  KeviO,  228.  831, 
250,  630 

SIiyIiics.,  ZlnrJiard  of  VavLc,  Edmund 
Keaa  as,  59 

Sh'.lurii,  jlcrrhw.t  of  Vcnh:.  Maornndy 
us,  211,  482  ei  so-;..  5J»,'  855,  338, 
565,  507,  568 

SMlu'is,  Mr;.  S.j.ih,  acts  with  Mac- 
ready  at  Newcastle,  41  ;  her  in.-truc- 

(iii  her  uciiti?,""^!,  4(1,  4S,   6ti;  r..- 

■ippeurs  at  CiiiLi-i!-..  :;.;::•. hi  i;'s   boiirrir.. 

VMei  .■«:<].  ;  her  remarks  on  Charles 

Komble.  M4  ;  as  Aspasia  in  Tamer* 

line,   152;  otherwise    mentioned   bv 

■"    --Tdy,4,7r  """     "    -■■■'■ 

ial    in 

280,  309,  316, 

520,  530,  378,  505.  598,  C27  ct  seq. 
Sidntv,  Si.'l'iiilip,  411 
Siiiii>;:in,The,  183 
Sim-iscn.    Mr.    (liiniiiii-liiiii  Theatre), 

491 
Simpson,  Mr.  (a: to;),  885 
Simpson,  Mr.  Palgrave,  488 
Simile,   Huf.-tiil-lra,  Mai:;ea8y  r.s,   123 
Sinclair,  Mr.  J.    (vocalist),    in    JMdas, 

54;  other  mention  of,  09,  107,  122 
Sloan,  Mr.  (manager),  565 
Sloman,  Mrs.  (tragic  actress),  461 
Skerrett.the  Sisters,  855.858,  488,480, 

471,  630 
Smith,  Miss  (.icem':,  a;  '  illv.-ir.i,'  48  ; 

as  '  Cera,'  47 
Smith,    Colonel    Hamilton,    507,     521, 

574 
Smith,  Sir  Sidney,  411 
Smith,  Mr.  L.  T.' (lessee  of  Druiy  Line 

Theatre),  716 
Smith,  Mr.  W.  (dramatic  aatlmr).  521 
Smith,  Mr.  Henry,  381,  420,  656 
Smith,  Dr.  South\voo8.  8!il 
Smithson,  Miss  (actress),  710 
Snowdon,  M.,  a  holiday  trip  to,  91 
Socrates,  by  llarham,  490 
SellTe'viie,  MiiS  (:ii:1.r'jv:),  1 8  I  ci  ;v.y. 
Somerville,  Mrs.,  131 
Southampton,  Theatre  P.eyal,  21'!,  281, 

570,  630 
Southey,  Robert  (poet  laureate)  283 
Sparks,  Mr.  Jared,  536  et  seq. 


Speeches  made  by  Macready  on  various 
occasions,  2:34,  274,  319,  384,  441, 
412,479.488,527  eisst.,Wl  et  !,-i., 
608.  881 ,  08  1.  887  ct  seq.,  iJUie.t  .*;■?., 
GG1  et  seq. 

Spinola  in  Nina  Sforza,  Macrcady  as, 
506 

Spurgin,  Dr.,  303,  308 

com-  ::ii.  Mrs.,  357 

S:;u!l,'Ma:lmic  de,  Macrsady's  remarks 
upon,  888  ctseq.,  531 

S^.li'..::i.  M.P.,  Mr.  Augustus,  655 

Sta.'e.  Macreadv's  remarks  upon  ttic, 
GO,  88,  88.  '.)';,,  230,  281,  2'5,  287, 
308,  308,  314,  378,  540,  590 

SinmlWJ,  Tbentie  l!ova];225,  281,  570 

Staudigl,  Herr  (vocalist),  590 

StarJet.!,  iL.A.,  Mr.  Clarkson  (painter), 
434,  48S,  473,  181,  888,888,  872 

Stanley,  Mr.  (manager).  291,  292 

Steal.:,' Sir  hlcaanl  (imthov),  656 

Stephens.  .Miss,  ali.i-iM-a;.,!-  (V.mtess  o: 
Essm,  W3ci  seq.,  100,  107,  122,  148, 
171,  176,  178,  209,407 

^- r ..■■-;. i r- U  l- ; l  > i a- : r  j :i il -: ':  Tare w nil  8i::c...r, 
654  et  seq. 

Stirling,  Mr.  (manages),  5  =  2,  553 

Stii-linK.  .Mrs.  (actress),  494 

Stone,  Mr.  F.  (painter),  655 

Story,  Mr.  Justice,  536,  572,  601 

hti.iii-i  '■!■:_-■.■  ' I'ln' .lire,  Macready  at  the, 
253 

Stafford,  413  et  seq.;  Strang,  Mai- 
ready  as  The.  275.  583.  538,'  580 

Strickland,  Mr.  (actor),  422 

Sirzclecid,  Count,  6G9 

Eugene  (author),  560  et  seq. 


Sum::.'!-,    i 


i,  Mk  52 


r,   Charles,  535,   563,  572, 


Soyal,  142,  250,251, 


TaGliOsi  (danseuse),  284  et  seq. 
Tait,  Mr.  John  (untlior),  156,  173 
'i\ill3l.r;l,  Mr.  .lnstici'  (author  of  /■::■(), 
f-.u  iivijilf-r  in  Macre:i;ly's  dispute  with 
the  (Vent  tbinlcu  Committee.  211  ; 
ctiieivvi-n  iTinirinr.cd.  227,  288,  287, 
300,  80S.  318,  820,  312,   3-18,  33'! 
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855.  357  i:t  seq.,  366,  373,  875,  381 
it  ;■.;■(.,  387,  ::HM,  40l,  435.  4:18,  147, 
4..H  1 ,  '-1 S4,  654,  672 
Talma   (tragedian),    dinner    to,     113; 

genius  .:■[',' 180;  in  .-'.',■■■'-'■■  208  fis.-;-?.; 

etherwise  meTiriunei,  2.^5,  ^•■'■'\  7'.;S 
Tangent.    YVie    llaj    to    '.iet    Married, 

.Uirrna.W  as,  54 
TaiiilTna.  Maereaiy  p.-Hl.rn'.s  at,  22S 
Tavlor,  Sir  Henry  (author),  084,  591, 

(101,  1130,  644,  670,  724 
Tarior,  Mr.  Tom  (author),  656,  672 
T-i  'iiint.u!h,  Lord,  350 
T.-.'^.-.-st.  Si)a:«,ma;e's,  45H,  47,0,  476 
Teuuent.  Mr.  limer.-.m,  350,  524 
Teanvscn,  Mr  Alfred  (poet   laureate), 

582,  655,  666 
Tcraucc,  Maerea;ly'.~  remarks  ue,  410 
Terry,  Mr.  (ad.or),  00,  100,  134,  147, 

158 
Theatrical  1'uuJ,  588,  686 
Thcatiieal    anecdotes,  51    et  set,.,    1-7, 
WO.  215,  27;;.  204,  313,  3:0.1,  54H, 
371   et  sei/.,   372,  401  et  seq>   470> 

Timbcs,  panorama  of,  351 

The  Slave,  99 

THiicn,  Madame,  583 

Thoas,  'rfc  .4(/.mMn  C<ipi7n',  Marrea.ly 

as,  446  rf  s#7- 
The-inp.ym,  Sir  Henry,  727 
Thorburn,  Mr.  (painter),  531 
Tieck    Ludwig  (Shakesperian   '.'ommen- 

-■ili.r).  i!0,  S'J V.  860 
Timwitr    the   Tartar,   by   Monk    Lewis, 

Tintern  Abbey,  398 
Tobin,  -Mr.  John  (author.ot  the  Honey 
jnuon),  38,  41 

Tukck.  Mr.  (acter),  65 
Tra'  >v./:.iu,  Signer  (vocalist),  33,  39, 
401 

Travis,  Del;.;; ah  (vr-ciiiisO.  217 
Tre-,  ML-M.  (:e.-re-.),  171,  178 
Tree,    Hiss    !'.ll,:n    (a.:trc:.s),    282,    314 

c's^.,374,  376,  384,  30:1,  306 
Tr(ni»hli!ti,  Mr.  Zouoti  (dramatist),  307, 

490,  656 
Tmeban,  Don  (author),  263 
Tailzies,    Marrea.ly   performs   at    the, 

561 


Tux  toil,    Dean   (afterwards   Bishop   of 
Ely),  5'29 
wirings,  Messrs.,  318 


Vali-iiuequk,  M.,  35 

Yaleal.io,  &.",■»:■■-,'    tl'.:\'.lu<;  Ma.Tealy 

as,  107, 114 

Yar.hruirL,  Sir  J.  (dramatist),  361 
Vf.Ti..ifT:in,;i'.  .Mr.  d-hn  (-raa-liaa),  1.18, 

303.  39ii,  421,  456,  460,461 
Yande  Wevfr,  hi;  Ks(*lh:nov  M„  speech 
of,    at   Macrcudy's    inrcwel)    (i  inner, 
555  ;  otherwise  mentioned,  654 
Vattel,  M.,  559 
Venire,  Maeready  in,  102 
Vere,  Mr.  Aubrey  de,  583,  723 
Vernon,  Mr.,  25 

u,    Maeready   at,     186;    Juliet's 
tomb  at,  187 
Ye.lprc,  Jenny  (aclress),  348,  390 
Vestrli.  Madame  (actress    and    mana- 
geresses" 
Vivuvius,  108  nl  seq. 
Viekers,  Captain  Hedley,  408 
\i,..^t.:ini.,.  M.  (violinist),  540 
Wav  durante  Alfred  de,  468 
Yir.n.-,  -Mr. \-.wA or),  201 
Vinicw  Mr.  V.  (actor).  423 
Virgil,  352 

""  =ridan  Knowles  composes, 
Fai3  fur,  158;  lir.-.t  ai-./'nt 


of,  : 


nnbllo 


of,  1 


,...,..,     ,  .    .Toady,     161   et    seq. ; 

■A.v.:\  ]:ei-:0:']]iai:..:i:  of,  at  Liverpool, 
M5:  :-i. Ucu I ous  incident  in  the  per- 
formance of,  at  Kendal,  215;  Mae- 
rea.ii'  ia,  158,  10'2,  1611,  217,  210, 
- ■'.'.' :':!!!.  2:,2,  251,  250.  251.  2.72. 
"V*  2:12,  313,  400,  384,  7)35.  Mi), 
:,;,.-i  557),  556,  5.70,  5H4,  r.ini,  563, 
7,73.  614,  631,  613,  645,  617,  64;;, 


057 


ir  Hussey,  274 
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Walhouse,   Sir.  (Lord  Hathcrton),   17, 

083 
Walker,  Mr.   (dramatic  author),    167, 


175 

Wl,inv,.rt.!i-s 

Wallace,  Macready  as,  167 

341 

Wallace,   Mr.    (joWnalist),    222.    226, 
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